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P R E F A C E. 


T HOSI'. ‘ ‘ivLf mi Jcrlake to write hijloncs^ do [perceivey take that trouhj^-cn nr,^'an'f 

the/ante arcoinily hut [or mewy reafivsy and thofc fnib as are very d'ljj'erent om fj/an an- 
.d'cr : Far Jjme af ihani apply tbcmfclvcs to this part of learning to /hew their great /^/ in eow-- 
’'■al'iLony and that liny may therein acquire a reputation /'or [peaking [inelf' others op tbeni there 
..rcy who varite hi/lories in order to gratify fbofe that happen to be concerned in iheniy and on that 
iOiauni have f/iared no painSy but rather gone beyond their own abilities in the per[irnianee \ hat 
otltrs there arCy who if nccefityy and by force y arc driven to write hiforyy herau/'e they were (oil¬ 
ier ned in the jailsy and fo cannot cxcife thcmfelvcs from committing them to wriliin^y /'or the 
advantage (f pojknly ; nagy there are not a few who are induced to draw their hi/lorical /'ails 
iUit of darknejs into light y and to- produce them for the benefit of the public y on account if the >geal 
iinpurtdiKC oj the Jliels thcmfelvcs with w/oich they have been concerned. Now o[ tln/c /i-viral 
■jcafois jur writitg hifor)[y 1 mnf proffs the two laji were my mm rcafms al/o .• [a' /ince J veas 
ntyff intci ijlrd in that rvar which wejevas had with the RomanSy and knew mfej'ii, parka nlai 
dtiionsy and what conctiijion it hady 1 was jorced to give the hifory of ity bccaifc Ifiw that ollhrs 
pcrvci ted the truth oj' thofc ahlions in their writings. 

1 . Now f have undertaken the prefent worky as thinking it w'tll ajpear to all the hCnF- — 
Hy (j their f inly; fur it will contain all our antiquitiesy and the.coijliliifiuu n[ our irovcrununl, a,, 
interpreted out of the Hebrew [criptures. * And indeed I did formerly intendy when J ;| 
if the wary to explain who the Jeves tmiginally were ; nvhat j'artnnes they had been [iFcct iu ; 
and by what legifaior they had been inJiruChd in pietyy and the cxereife of other virtues ; c.'y’/A:' 
wars'alf) they had made in remote ageSy till they were umwilUngly engaged in jhis !a/l iFih tl\ 
Romans : But hecaufc this work would fake up a great compa/'sy J [eparated jf into a /cl l/waih /> , 
■iffy with a beginning of its owUy and its own concliifon ; hit in procefs tf timCy as n[ndh hag 
f'i/s tof/cb as undertake great tbingSy I grew weary y and went on fowf it heitn;; a largfj.]/ 
and a dfieiili thing to tranfate our hifory into aforeigiiy and to us nnacenfomed languay. ^ Una- 
eveUy fume perfons there were who difired to know our h fory, andfo exhorted me to mj In uhilb it ■ 
and above ail the ref fi'paphrotlitusy a man who is a lover of all kind of hurninih but is [;},■:h 
pally delighted w'llh the knoivledge oj' hforgy and this on account of bis having been 

A 2 

.... ^ ¥ 

^Ihs prjhf of jjiphus is cxcelhnt in ks kind, and highly ivorthy the vepeatal pen jit g ihc raiJn, tg'.re / ' fi s 
!e: -.j.il jj //’(• evil t ilftf. ' 

' ' 7/.',,7 ,'/) I'h ll-e Iji-ntllfSy hith Greeks and Ronuins. ' 

\ J! r may JnJjnJ’.'y note here, thnl Jofephns write his [even hooks cf the jewpi ]V< !)■ tony i-j',}-!' hr •rrrj.'r //’■ -/r }!s v; 

mi. Thijr h\,ls j in thnr were pulhfbcd about A. D. 75, and llrfe Antiquities A. 1 ). 0 . !j;;! ( J.-trni ,i,,rs htJ,. 

7/::s J-'puphr Fr: was ceriainly alive in the third yearif Trajan, A. ]J. \oo. i: ‘r inA-aiq. W. 1. ir-am:’ A,. ■ 

I. \ i-l. i. I! Co Ir was SLV do m.l know ; for as to EpafhroAitiiS, the freed nian f Ahreo, i./.d rfor-vr mij i /,r: .. > 

•iuCo was pul to death hy Donuuan in the lAth cr ifk year oJ his rhgii, ho au/u mi Ic A;vi in the thrd f 



P R E F A C E. 

cerned in great affairs^ and many turns of fortune^ and having fcivn a wonderful vigour of an 
excellent nature^ and an immoveable virhume rcfolation in them all. I yielded to this man]s perfua- 
fons.^ who always excites fueh as have abilities in what is ufeful and acceptable., to join their 
cndeavo)ips with his.. J zvas alfo afiamed myfelf' to persnit any la%inefs of difpfition to have 
a greater influence upon me., than the delight of taking pains in fueh/Indies as were %'ery ufeful . 

I thereupon flirted up fnyfelf and zvent on zvith my work more cheerfully. Be/ides the fbregoinc 
•motiztes., / i,>ad others zvhicb I greatly refleclcd on ; and thefe zvere., that our forefathers zvere 
zvilUrtg to (ptnmunkate fueh things to others ; and that fome of the Greeks took conjiderable pains 
to know the affairs of our nation.- 

0 

3. / found., therefor Cy that the fecond of the Ptolemies was .a king., who Was extraordinary dili¬ 
gent in what concerned learning., and the collcHion of books ; that he zvas alfo peculiarly ambitio/te 
to procure a trasflation of our lazv., and of the conflitution of our governsnent therein contained^ 
into the Greek tongue. Now Eleazar the highflriefl, one not inferior to any other of that dignii y 
among us., did not envy the fore-named king the participation of .that-advantage, which otherzvife 
be would for certain have denied him, but that he knew the cuflom of our nation was, to hindtr 
nothing of what we efleenned ourfclves from being communicated to others. Accordingly I thought 
it became me, both to imitate the generofty of our higb-priefl, and to fuppofe there might even nozv 
be many lovers of learning like tPt king ; for he did not obtain all our writings at that time ; but 
thofe who were fent to Alexandria as interpreters, gave him only the books of the lazb, while there 
was a vafl number of other mutters in our facred book's. ‘They indeed contain in them the hiflory 
of fve thoufand years ; in which thne happened many Jlrange accidents, many - chances of zvar, 
and great ablions of the commanders, and mutations of the form of our government. Upon the 
whole, a man that will purfuc this hiflory., may principally learn from ily that all events fuccecd 
well, ez)en to an incredible degree, and the reward of felicity is.propofed by God; but then it'is 
to thofe that follozv his will, and do not venture to break his excellent laws ;, and that fo far m 

jmfm any way apoflatize from the accurate obfervation of thetn, *wbat. was pra&icable before 
becomes impraBicable ; and whalfoever they fet about as a good thing, is converted mto an incura¬ 
ble calamity. And nozv I exhort all thofe that perufe thefd books, to apply their minds to God; and 
to examine the mind of our legiflator, zvhethcr he hath not underflood his nature in a manner wor¬ 
thy of him ; and hath not ever afembed to him fueh operations as become his power, and hath not 
preferved his writings from thofe indecent fables which others have framed, although, by the great 
dflance of time zvhen he INed, he might have fecurcly forged fueh lies ; for he lived two thoufand 
years ago .- At which vafl dflance of ages the poets themfelves flave not been fo hardy as to fix 
even the generations of their gods, much lefs the. ablions of th'ci'r men, or their own lazvs. As 
I proceed, therefore, / fljall accurately deferibe what is contained in our records, in the order 
of time .that belongs to them ; fur l^have already promifed fo to do throughout this undertaking ; 
and this, without adding any thing to what is therein contained, or taking away any thing theiv- 
from. 

4. But beeanfe aimvfl all our conflitution depends ork.the wifdom of Mofes, our legiflator, / can¬ 
not avoidfaying fomewhat concerning him before-band, though Ifloall do it briefly ; I mean, bccaifej 

other-’ 


• Jofephus here plainl-^ alludes te the Greek proverb. If God be with us, every thing that is iinpoflible becomes poffiblc. 
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!hcru':fi'l>tbole tl.ml read mj books may wonder how it comes)topafs^ that my d.fconr/l-, which pro- 
Uipfs an CiCcount of laws and Ihjhrical fatts^ contains fo mud) of phdufophy. dbs reader is there¬ 
to kimi\ that Mo fa deemed' it exceeding necejary^ that he who would conduct Ins own lije 
wdl, and give laws to others^ in the firji place fio/dd confder the divine nature; and upon the 
contemplation ofcS's operations, jhould thereby imitate the befl of all patterns, fo fir if it is po/jl- 
blc for human nature to do, and to endeavour to follow after it neither could the legifiitor himfclf 
have a right mind without fuel) a contemplation ; nor wonld any thing he^ jhonld wrilUcnd to the 
promotion of v'lrtue in bis readers; I mean, nnlefs they he ta tight frf of all, that God'tthe .V/tber 
and Lord .of all things, and fees all things, and'that thence he hefows an happy life fpm tbofe 
that follow him ; but plunges fuch as do not walk in the paths of virtue into inevitabW mfries. 
Now zvhen Mfes ivas dfirons to teach this lejfon to his countrymen, he dui not bey in the ifablijh- 
mci.’f of his laws after the fame manner that other kgiflators did; I mean, upon cnntratls, and other 
ngJjfs between one man and another, but by raifing their minds upwards to regard God, and his 
creation of the world; and by pcrfuad'mg them, that we men are the mof excellent of the creatures 
of God upon earth. Now when once he had brought them to fubmit to religion, he caftly perfuaded 
them to fubmit in all other things For as to other legifators, they followed fables, and by their 
difeonrfes transferred the mof reproachful of human vices unto the gods, and f) afforded wicked 
men the mof planfble exenfis fir their crimes ; but as for our legifator, ivbcn be had once demon- 
pirated that Gop was poffefed of perfeLl virtue, he fuppofed'that men olf ought to frive after the 
participation of it; and on tbofe who did not fo think, andfo believe, he inficled the fcvercjl puniff- 
ments. I exhort, therefore, my readers to excpmne this whole undertaking in that view; fir thereby 
it will appear to them., that there is nothing therein difagreeahk. either to the majefy of God, or to. 
his luve to mankind; fir all things have here a reference to the nature of the univerfe; while our 
hgifaior fpeaks fome things wifely. biU enigmatically, and others under a decent allegory, but fill 
explains fuch things as required a diretl explication plainly and exprefsly. However, thof that 
have a mind to' know the reafpns of every thing, may fnd here a very curious philofjph'ical 
theory, which / nmv indeed fball wave the explication of; but if God afford me time fir it, 
will fet about writing it after I have fnifhcd the prefent work. J Jhall now betake myff to the 
hifory bforc me, after I have firff mentioned what Mofes fays of the creation of the world, 
which J fnd deferibed in the facred books after the manner following. 


As to this intended mri of Jofiphus cimCeming iic ruifons fmn^ f the ‘Jewlf lam, and what phlkfsphkal or a/hgon- 
cal fenfd they would brar, the lo/s of which work is by feme of the learned not mush regretted, I am inclinable, in part, to 
Fahrieius' opinion, Havercamp, p. 63, 64. That ” we need not doubt but, among feme vain and frigid conjedures derivedfrom 
Jiwi/Jj imaginaiim, Jofepht/s would huve taught vs a great number of exalkni and tifeful things, which perhaps no body, neither 
mong the Jews, nor among the Chrijliaus, can now infirm us of i fo that I would give a great deal to fad it full cslantA 




A N T IQ V I 

OF THE 





BOOK I. 

Containing the Interval of Three Thoufand Eight Hundred and 

Thirty-three Tears. 

fFrom ihc C R E A T I O N to the DEATH of ISAAC.l 


C H A P. 1 . 

‘//I^ Conjiituliofi of Worlds and the Difpoft- 
t 'lon of the Klcmcnts. 

§ i-XN the beginning God created the Irea- 
I veil and the earth. But when the 
earth did not come into hght, but was 
covered with thick darknefs, and a wind mov- 
cti u])on its iurface, God commanded that 
(here Ihould he light : And when that was 
made, he confidered the wdiole mafs, and fc~ 
j’laratcd the light and the darknefs; and the 
iiainc he gave to one was Nighty and the other 
lie called Day ; and he named the beginning 
vf liglit, and the time of reft, the Morning and 
^ne Evening : And this was indeed the frjl 
But Mofes faid it was one day ; the caufe 
,oi^f,wlil(h 1 am able to give even now; but 
|/.dJauic I have promifed to give fuch reafons 
"‘o' all things in a treatife by itfclf, I ftiall put 
. i’’ its expolition till that time. After this, 
' oiiyilie lecond day, he placed the heaven over 
liic yiiole world, and feparated it from the 


other parts, and he determined it ihould Ihu' 
by itfcli Pie alfo placed a cryihdiue [iirma- 
ment] round it, and pul it together in a man¬ 
ner atrrceablc to the ^.iitli, and htti J it foi' 
giving moifttire and rain, and for'aftordingthe 
advantage of dews. On the third tiay lit! ap¬ 
pointed the dry land to appear, with ilie fea 
itfclf round about it; and on the vtry l.une 
day he made the plants and the feeds to ijihug 
out of the eartli. On the fourtli day lie a- 
domed the heaven with the fun, tlie nu (ai, 
and the other ftars, and appoiuied tlicm tbeii 
motions and courfes, tliat the vicifliuid'.s of 
the fcafons might be clearly ijgnificd, * Ami 
on the fifth day he produced the li.ing^ uv.. 
turcs, both thofc that I'wim, and tliofe lii ' 
fly; the former in the lea, the latter in il,. 
air: He alfo forted them as Ao J'oeiet), and 
mixture for procreation, and th.it tlieir bhiJ. 
might increafe and multiply. On tiie li-'tli 
day he created the four-footed beads, a.nd insOe 
them male and female : On the fame day 1 
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nlfo formed man. Accordingly Mofcs fays, 
that in juft fix days the world, and ^11 that 
is therein, was made. And that the feventh 
day was a reft, and a relcafe from the labour 
of fucli operations ; whence it is that wc ce¬ 
lebrate a reft from our labours on that day, 
.^rul call it the Sabbath; which word denotes 
^ cjl in the Elebrew tongue. 

2. Moreover Mofes, after the feventh day 
was over,' begins to talk plnlofophicaliy ; and 
concerning the formation of man lays thus. 
That God took dull from the ground, and 
fonnedt man, and inferted in him a fpirit and 
a foul. This man was called Adam, which in 
the Hebrew tongue fignifies one that is red, 
hccunfe he w'as formed out of red earth com¬ 
pounded together ; for* of that kind is virgin , 
ill id tfue earth. Cod allb prefented the liv- i 
ing creatures, when he had made them, ac¬ 
cording to their .kinds, both male and female, 
to Adam, ;ind gave them thofe names by which 
ihcy are fthl called. But when he law that 
'\(lim had no female companion, no fociety 
(for there wai> no fuch created) and that he 
•wv)iu'e;(d at the other animals which were 
male and ilmale, he laid him afleep,*and took 
<i\\ ly c nc of his ribs, and out of it foimed the- 
^\(iman; whereupon Adam knew her when 
(lie was brought to Ifun, and acknowledged 
lijit llic WAS made out of himfelf Now a 

tu'K <_ jofe pI)U‘3, in Ills pref.iCT", § 4. fays, That Mofes 
M I I lii'iu rliKijy culgiiiittunlly, foinc alUgorically, and the 
1 m f •iv'ndr , fiiicc in hib at'ionnt of the firil chap- 
1 1.1 -ikIii, anl t!io tliTcc In It verfes of tlie fecoiid, he 
• I ’) -1 liints of any myltcry at all j but when .he 
■ ( 1: V! 1'.. . , tVe. l.c lays, that Mofes, after the 
' I'li tl'.y \. i ovri, bcspin to talk philvj'/phimlty, Jt is 
- \( 5 I. nirni-: ib!v thai: he underitood the rcll of the 

.ii':;! .'li I le t-oid ch'.pt'-rs in ivn'.c en^iatka!, or alle- 
' m, fell'-. 'I’he change of the name of 

' ,(,(i )'! ' it t'li.) I Ijcf, ixom Elohmi Xa 'JelxQvah Jilthint; 
t-eii to /' in the 1 lehrcij;, Samaritan, and 

, , 1. •'t, (’■' s . Iv> not n little faeour ibine"fuch change 
1 I '1 t;jM t on oi 111 litrublion. 

I \ iibiervi b.( i that jofephiis fLippafeil luan 

•o 1 01 ij.jii'irh of fpiut, foul, .md bexiy, with St Paul, 

I '1 n( ’ I 7 3 o'd tJie nil ol the ancients ; He clfe- 
y alfo, Jnv the blclhd of animals was forbid- 
■ , o in C’M', ..1 lining ill it foul and fpirit, Antiq. 

I' I c I i )i ]'■ I. i- 
V/.i.ui . f.. r \ 


1 woman.is called in the Hebrew tongue I 
but the'name of this w^oman was Eve, tv I 
fignifies the Mother of all living. ( 

3. Moses fays farther, that God plantc 
paradife in the Eaft, flourilhing with all foi 
of trees ; and that among them was (he T 
of Life, and another (f Kno'ivlcd^e, ttlscn 
was to be known what was Ctood and At 
And that when he had brought Adam and 
wife into this garden, he commanded them 
take care of the plants. Now the garden \ 
watered by Jone river, which ran round alx 
the whole earth, and was parted into f 
parts. And Phifon, which denotes a Mn 
tude, running into India, m.ikes its exit ii 
the fea, and is by the .Greeks called Gai,^ 
Euphrates alfo, as well as Tigris, goes do\ 
into the §Red Sea. Now the mime Eupiiiat. 
or Phrath, denotes either a Difperfon, or 
Flawer ; by Tigris, or Diglaih, is lignili 
what is fivft, vsitb narro'ivrefs ; and Ch< 
runs through Egypt, and denotes what aj v 
from the Laft, which the Greeks cal! hiU. 

4, God therefore commanded that Ada 
and his wife ihould eat of all the reft of tl 
plants, but to abftain from the 'Tree of Knov 
ledge; and foretold to ||icm that if they t^cl 
cd it, it would prove their deftruilion. Bi 
while all the living creatures had j|onc langua^ 

peculiar to Jofcplms, but, as Dr Iludfon fays here, is di 
rived from elder authors, as if four of tlie gicatclt iiiei 
in die world, running two of them at vail diflaiices fioi 
the other tu'o, by fome means or other watered Pai loib 
is hard to fay. Only lincc Jofcjihus has alreatly apjic m. 
to this hiflory, and takes notice that theio fou 

names had a particular figniftcation ; Phifon foi (lunrt 
a Jlfutiiiuxk i Phiath for Euphrates, either a Dijpufcn c 
a hhnoer ; E>tglath for Tigris, ’tvhai is fiwft, ’With na> t o-u 
toff; and Gcoti for Nile, whai argn from iho F.<tft , m 
perhaps iniilakc him when wC Aippoic he literally men 
thole Idur rivers ; elpecially as to Ccon or Nile, w(' 
m-i/cf h'om the llajl, while lie very vv<dl knew the if 
ral Nile artfes fxtm t}>e South; though what f.ir;hcr/u 
gorical fenie he had in view, is now, I fear, i{ap 
fible to be doteunined. ’ 

By the Red Eea is not here meant the ArVlt • 
Giilph, which alone wc now call by that name, biiG', 
that .South iSca, v. hieh included the Red St a, antl\'- 
Pcrlian Culph, as lar as the E.tTl Indies-, as RclanG 
Iludlcn hcie tiuly note, fioin the old. gsographer-./ 


n >t.on cami, v, h h uit i; not 
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nt shat time, tlic Serpent, v/hicItNKcn lived to¬ 
gether Avith Ad.am and liis vvii'e\ Ihcwed an 
'envious dii'poiition, at ins fujApoialvI tiieir liv¬ 
ing liapjrtly, and in ohedieitcc to the coininands 
-t'i' God ; and imagining, that when they dit- 
olievcd tliein, they would fall into calamities, 
iu- jxn-i'uaded tlie aoioan, out of a malicious 
inU'iiUMii, to 1 illc oi the 'Tree of K>io-v!rf-c^ 

X- l!n;g fiiem, that in tliat tree was the K/iou’- 
A.fe (f CooJ (Did Kvd ; which knowledge, 
A.-lion i!u:y Ihould obtain, they' would lead an 
haj'j'v hie ; hay, a liidj not inferior to that of a 
god : lav vviii'-!', means he overeame the wo¬ 
man, aiid perfua.dcd her to delplie the eom- 
m nai o! (dod. Now, when the had (died oi 
il’.at tree, and was }deafcd with its fruit, Ihe 
I'erina'led Adam, to make life of it alio, flp- 
on ici-, they perceived that they were Itecome 
nak',*. to one another ; and being afliameJ 
tiuiHlo ajApear ahroatl, they invented iomevvhat 
to eovi'r them ; i’or tltc tree iharpened their 
imdcrllanding ; and they covered ihcmlclvcs 
with fg-leaves ; attd tying thclc before them, 
out of modcfly, tlacy thought they were ha])- 
]'icr than they were before, as they had dit- 
eovere.l what they were in want of. Fmt when 
God came into the garden, Adam, who was 
wont before to come and converie with him, I 
being eonicious of his wncked behaviour, went 
out of the way. This behaviour i’urprifeJ 
God ; and he aiked what was the catife of this 
his proeediire ? And why he, tliat before de¬ 
lighted in tliat convcrlation, did now fly from 
A, and avoid it ? When he made no reply, as 
eonlci(ms to himfelf that he had tranlgrcflfed 
the command of God, God fad, 1 had he- 
lore determined about you both, how you 
miglit lead an happy life, Tpithout any afflic- 
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lion, and care, and vc"'.c,!imi < 

*' l;ml ; 

and ;hii‘ 

all things which migin mmi:. 

ime to 

votif eo- 

joyment and jslealuic llimd i 

mOAV !! 

4 ) 

jl b'C l/.e 

providence, oi ih.cir on n acc-- 

mi, wT 

’•'.( 1 ; Vltl,;,' 

own labour .'lud nc.iu .-ia’.i'.v,' 

; ; while 

h hate 


lahour and ]>aiir^-laking wwuld foou bring on 
old a;g.', and death wendd not he at any icirnCv' 
diilance : Hnr mow tb-nu hail ahuictl this leo, 
good-will, anil hcdl ttiv eointnaoti.. , 

for thv liieueo is not th.e hgts c'i tigy viiaue, tea 
of thy evil eoodeieo.ce.” 1 iowever, /bdnn cv- 
cni'ed his tin, atul in! seated God not to lie 
angrv at him, and ladi the bbiine oi wliat was 
done, upon his wire : and 'aid tlial lie was de¬ 
ceived by her, and timm c bscaini’ .m oi.'cn-- 
der ; while flic a'g'in aomfed to.e Segos"'. 
Hut God allollcd him. pnindbim'ii'., bccaide 
weakly fuhmit'ed to the coiirdel of Ins wde , 
and laid,, tlw gronnd Ilio'uld not Insoecforth )'’Jd 
its fruits of its own ac,-(Hd, hut tlia.f whci 
lhall he haralled by their lahoiny if flemld Inin-; 
forth ioine of in-; fruits, and iifii.'o to hriin'; 
others. He alio made F.ve liahle to the in- 
eottvcnicncy of lircediifg, aiid the Iharp pain.a 
of liringing; for'di eiiudveii ; ami this lieeaide (1)-* 
periuaded Adam v.iili tlm lame areannen!s 
wherewith the Seiyomt ha;! jterfiiadial her, ami 
had thereby itrought him into a cala.nfiious 
condition. He alfo deprived the Serpem of 
fpecch, out of indignation at Ins maheions dif- 
polition towards Adam. HefJes tliis, he in- 
ferled poifon under liis toitgue, and made- Inm 
an enciuy to rnen ; and fn.’.gelled to lliem, that 
they fiioulil diredt thcii llrokci a-e-ainiL h:,s 
liead, that being the place wheicin. la v ids mif- 
chievous dchgias towards men, and. it i)eir;;.e mdi- 
eft to take vengeance on him that way : And, 

V.'iiCil 


I! H'. •nee it appears, tliat Jofcplnrs tliouglit fcveral, at i 
/ lealt, ('f the brute aiitiri.ils, particul.u'ly tlie Serpent, eouhl 
(pc.ik Ix'iore (he tail, And I tliink ievv of the more pef- 
< <t kiDih. o! thole aniin.ih; want the orgatrs of fpccth.it 
i'l day. hhiny itiduecmeiits there are .ilfo to .1 ntaion, 
-'i.'.f tile pieieiit ll.ite (hey are in is not their firigin-d 
' .itc .md dial their capacities iiave been once much greater 
.h.in wc now lec tlicm, and are cap-.ddc ot'" being rdiorcii 
•<) tlieir foi nu r condi. ion. llul as to this molt ancient, 
aiil .Miiliciuic, and probably ■llcqoilc.il account of that 

w t) I.. 1. 


grand affair of the f.dl of our firft pareno, £ l.r.vc i.um'. 
what nioie to fay in way of conjechiic, inn lieie;; eiily 
a eonjechir'.’, I omit it ; Only tlius bn, that ihi imp..! 1 - 
tlon of the fn of our firll parents to tlieir iiodcrity, .my 
l.ntlier llcin ns fomc w.iy the caiifc or ocealion ef ,nsi;’-, 
mortaiitv, feem.; almoft I'niively groiindlers ; .11’ I tl; ii 
both man, and the other luliordin.ite 11 eatu;es, ao' hi le- 
i .ifter to he deliverei] trom the cuife then bmugut I'e.e;, 
1 tliem, and at l.rll to \-e. Jilmend f}'An iLu-U doiuLii^i 
\ etifuw, Rom, vje. i ,—rr. 
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when lie had deprived him of ilic ufe cl hi. 
feet, he made liiiii to go roliinj; all along,' and 
dragging himlclf upon the ground. And, vvhen 
Ciod iiad appointed taelc jHnaiiic-; I'or them, 
lie removed Adam andi Lve out of the garden 
into another place. 


C II A P. II. 

f.W.e tJjs P'Jlcrltv of Adam^ an-J the Hen 
Ccncrallons from him to the Deh/'^e, 

J o 

§ I. A DAM and Eve had two fons : the 
elder oi’ them was itainetl Cain ; 
vddeh ninv,, when it is interj'reted, fignifics 
a Pofjf'n tlie vounger nas ^/A/, whieh lig- 
nirms ho? 'fiiey had allb dauglitcrs. Now 
the two brelhre:i vvere pleafed with dllFerent 
(O'aiies of life : for Abel, the yr)ungcr, was a 
fnvi oF rieliteoufnefs ; and, lielicving tluil God 
was [-.relent at all.las aAions, he excelled in 
viitue ; and Ins employment was that of a 
Ihepherd. Rnt Ciain was not only very wick¬ 
ed in other rdj'cfls, but was wholly intent up¬ 
on getting ; and he lirft contrived to plough 
the ground, fie ilcw his brother on the oc- 
(.ai'ion loUowing : They had relolved to facri- 
liee to God. Now Cain brought the fruits of 
the.-earth, and of his hulhandry ; but Abel 
hibug,ht milk, and the firlf fruits of his flocks : 
but ‘God was nnore delighted with the latter 
oblation, wheti he was honoured with what 
grew naturally of its own acconl, than he w'as 
with \/hat was tlic invention of a covetous man, 
and gctlen by forcing the ground; whence it 
was., tliat Cain was very angry that Abel was 
['referred by God before him ; and he flew his 
brother, and hid his dead body, thinking to 
efcape difeovery. But God, knowing what 
liad been dune, came to Cain, and aflted him, 
What was become of his brother ? becatife he 
liau not I'ecn him of many days ; whereas he 
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tifcd to (ibrb’^vc them convcrfing togetlier at 
...thcr times/ But Cain was in doubt -vnE; 
himi'e’f, anil knew not ivhat anfwer to gi\e 
I God. At lirli he faid, That he hirrcfelf was ; t 
' a lols about his brother’s difippearlitg ; l-u’ 
when lie ^^.^s provoked l>y God, tvlio ['reffed, 
him vehemc'utiy, ,ts la l('!ving lo know wl.,4 
the m.itter tras, he rejilkd, He was ma b. 
brother’s gtiaidiaii or keeper, nor was he an 
obferver c'f vxhal he did. But in return, Chi', 
convided Cain, as having been the nuudercr 
of his brotlicr ; and faiil, “ I wo'nder at thee, 
that thou knowefl. not what is become of a 
man whom thou thyfelf haft deftroyed.” Goil 
therefore did not inflitl the [nmilhmcin [^(.f 
death] upon him, on account of his oftbring 
facrifice, and thereby making fupplication to 
him not to be extreme in his wrath to him; 
but he made him accurlcd, and threatened luo 
poftcrity in the feventh generation. lie alk 
call him, together with his wifp, out i,f that 
land. And when he ivas afraid, tliat in w an¬ 
dering about he fliould fall among wdld bcali.', 
and by that means periili, God bid him u{ t 
entertain inch a mclandioiy fufpicion, and to 
go over all the earth, without fear c.f wbat 
mifehief he might fuffer from wdld bcalb.; am!, 
fetting a mark upon him, tliat he might be 
known, he commanded him to dcp.irt. 

2. And wlten Cain had travelled over ma¬ 
ny countries, he, wdth his wdfc, built a cit)g 
named Nod, which is a place lo called, and 
there he fettled his abode ; where alfo he iu'id 
children. However, he did not accept of bi'i 
puniftiment in order to amendment, but to in- 
creafe his wdekednefs ; for he only aimed to 
procure everything that w'as for his own bodi¬ 
ly pleafure, thoe^r it obliged him to be injuri¬ 
ous to his neighbours. He augmented his 
houfliold I'ubftance with mtich wxalth, by r ^ 
pine and violence ; he exefted his acrpiaii 

a 

<, 


^ St John'", .iccount of the rcefoti why God acceptrd 
the f.icnliec oi Abel, and rejeQed th.it of Cain ; aa alio 
w!\y Cain Ilcw Abtl, on account of th-it his acceptaiue 
with (iod, is mut.il Letter thati this of Jofcpluts : 1 mean, 
btcaufe CiJi.v war of /It n.i aod piu h:i brother. And 


I nvherrjhrr Jle'tv /r him ^ Bemufe hu envn nvorl r nvere en 
I his brother’s rif^hteous, I jolin iii. 12 . Jofephus s 
! feems to be no better than a Phaiiiaieal notion oi 
I dition. 


y 
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rr.'Mj to procure j)leafnre and fpoli^)y rfrbbcry, | 
;r,'J Lccainc a preat leader of men\nto wlekc ' 
c. 1111108. He alio iiilroduced a chaVige in that 
way of fiiaplicity wherein men liv'd before; 
aiul way the author (>f meafuves and weights : 
Aiul wdicrein they livvu innocently and gene- 
.vinilv while thov heew nothing of Inch arts, 
'e-' > a 'yod ’.lie \v''iid into cHuhing craftinels. 
lie tirii of all til Ixyundaries about lands: he 
a tfiu, a’oJ fortified it wdtli walls, and he 
eonipLifatl his family to come together to it ; 
and calknl that city Enorb^ after the nalme of 
ills fhaell fon Enoch. Now Jared W'as the fon 
of ! Inocli •, Avhofe hm was Malaliel ; wdiofe 
fon wa; Mctluifhi ; whofe fon was Eainech : 
wlio had lcvent) -fe\'ca children by two wives, 
Silla and rhda. Of thofe children by Ada, 
one was jahal ; he creeled' tents, and loved 
the Illc of a fiicniie'-d. But Jubnl, w’ho was 
1)01 n ('.f the fame inotner with him, excrcifed 
liMpJ'.'ll' ill mufic, and invented the pfaltevy 
and harp. But ’'I'tibal, one of his children by 
the othei wife, exceeded all men in ftrength, 
atid was \cry expert and famous iu martial 
jiw fonnanca-s. He procured what tended to 
] ]e.uines of the body by that method ; and 
jliil (tf all invented the art .of making brafs. 
Laiuech was alio the father of a daughter, 
whofe na'uc was Naamah : And bccaufc he 
was fo Ikilful in matters of divine revehition, 
tiial i)e knew he was to be punifhed for Cain’s 
murder of his brothcT, he made that knowm to 
his wives. Nay, even while Adam was alive, 
u came to pals, that the pofteritv of Cain 
became exceeding wicked, every one fuccef- 
bvtly dying, one after another, more rvicked 
tlian t])C former. ’T’hey wcic intolerable in 
war, and vehement in robberies ; and if any 

v^-as he 


e were flow to murder people, 


.■'rom tills Julsi], not improbiibly came '/chc/, the 
jift of Jofrl, or ‘Jn/'.'/ii-, tliai large and loud nnifieal 
.iimciii, uli-d in prociaiining the libcriy at the 'jc<ir cf 
t’ihr. 

■f The number of Ad.am’s children, .is fay,, the old tra- 
lion, was thlrtv-threi' fons, and tv.'cnty-tjircf daughters, 
f What is Jicre laid of Seth and Ins potlerk,’, tiiar 
ihey were very good and virtuous, and at tlic fame time 
very happy, wiilioul any coiifideraWc nuifartuncty for 


hold iu his profligate hcb.aviour, iu afling im- 
uftly, and doing injuries for gain. 

3. Now Adam, who w^as the infi man, ;mtl 
made out of the*earth (for'our diicmu ic niuft 
now be about him) after Ahcl wx'..; flaiu, and 
C:(!’> fed away, on accomit of his murdi. >• rvas ' 
folicitouH for poticrity, ami had a, \ i 
delire of children, he being tavo hundred •' 
thirty years old; after wdiieh time In' ii\al 
other feveii hundred, and then died. .lie liaJ 
indeed many other children^, bait hclh hi mu- 
ticular. As for the reft, it vrnuld he tctliou . 
to name them ; 1 avill thercbire onlv emiea- 
vour to give an accour.t of thofe t;!.' j o ( oad- 
ed from Seth. Tvow ihi,-. Seif, when in- v /s 
brought up, aitd came to llude }cars in vC ich 
he could difeern wiiat was gtx-d, b.e l)c a"!,e ,i 
virtuous man ; and, as he was h'mdlif cf 
e.xcellent character, fo did he leave jmifidrc.i 
beliind him who imitated In,-, virtiies. All 

thefe proved to be of good difitolitimis.- 

They alfb inhabited thiC laim' country witbout 
diiTenfions, and in an happy condition, wiih- 
ouf any misfortunes falling up('n them, HtH 
they died. They abb were the inwuhns . f' 
that peculiar fort of wiidom, wim ii is ton- 
cerned with the heavcnlv bodies, and dwlr or- 
dcr. ‘And, that their inventions rnigb.t not I)e. 
lofl before tficy were fuflclcnlly Imown, \i\H<n 
'Adam’s prcJitlion that the world was ga he 
tlcflroyed at one time by the foice cf /.';e, 
and at aiiotlier time liy tl;c vIoE'Kcc and (juan- 
tity of ivatcr^ they made two 'j piila.r,-. ; the 
one of brick, the other of hone : th v in- 
feribed their difcovcrics on iliem both, tlmt in 
cafe tli-C pillar of brick iliould he defroved 1", 
the flood, the ])iil..ir of hone iniglu remain, 
and exhibit thofe difcovcrics 10 uumkind ; and 

.aho 


faven "cncratinns ffee ch. ii. (■, i. titfoi; 
hcn'iilLi j i,. '.sakU' :ij>R'lS'llle to tlic (1 
;t!ul i),e I'omliu'l o! I'i> siilesce 
i) t)t loteyj.u',’■ nii'.l .;l.i ;nic, •. 
f f hulain, fo! ,11 ',v Si * > Sri-,, 1; 


, in 
■ hap ; 
n. ■ nl 


liictc 


jiii’si's i'.i the i.Lni’ oi 


rani rh. i:i. i I, 

1 n o' 11 ,,' ' 111 i,; , 

1 tip. Ta. 

■ to .P'S Set <it 
s:.’ p-. O s Wpclyl 
; Xe l.i'l.. ' on I'se 


Okl TcnsiiK.-af, Apptau! 


r. try, its. 
main of iLI-j rcl.uien niiin,: •, ,i:,i 


.AhiKUph ilit: 

1 .''u!,;;a inipl,'; 

tore- 
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.ilio inform them that there was another pillar 
of brick ere( 3 ;cd by them. Now this remains 
in the land of Siriad to this day. 


CHAT. III. 

Concer/iifig the. Flood ; and after •what Manner 
Noah ivas favcd in an Ark^ •with his Kin¬ 
dred ^ and afterwards d-welt in the Plain of 
Shinar. * 




t.T^TOW this poflerity of Seth cominued 
to eltccm God as the Lord of the’ 
rmlvcrfe, and to have an entire regard to vir¬ 


tue, for feven 


generations 


but in pfbeefe of 


time tlicy were perverted, and forfook the prao 
ticcs of their forefathers ; and did neither pay 
thofc liouours to God which were appointed 
them, nor had they any concern to do jufticc 
towards men ; but for what degree of zeal 
they had formerly fliewn for virtue, they now, 
^ihevved by their actions a double degree of 
wickednefs, whereby they made* God to be 
Jiheir enemy. Tor many *angels. of God ac¬ 
companied with women, and begat fons that 
proved unjull:, and defpifers of all that was 
good, on account of the confidence they had 
in their own firength ; for the tradition is, 
that thefe men did what referabled the afts of 
tliole whom the Grecians call Giants. But 
Noah was very uneafy at what they did ; and 
being difplcafcd"at their condudl, perluaded 
them to change their difpofitions, and their 
afiions, for the better : But feeing they did 


OF THE JEWS. yBpoK;- 

' f 

\ not yield but were fiaves \to their' 

wicked ple^fures, he was afraid they wyuld 
kill him, together with his wife and childrat,- 
and thofetthey had married ; fo he departed 
out of that land. 

2. Now God loved this man for his figJitc- 
oufnefs : Yet he not only condemned thoh 
other men for their wickednef;, but de’ennin- 
ed to deftroy the whole race of mankind, and 
to make another race that fhould he pure froio 
wickednefs, and cutting iKort their lives, and 
making their years not <fo many as they for¬ 
merly lived, but :|;onc hundred and twenty on¬ 
ly, he turned the dry land into fea ; and thu^ 
were all thefe men dellroyed; But Noah alom 
was faved j for God fuggefled to him tlic i'ol- 
lowmg contrivance and way of efcape ; that 
he Ihould make an ark of four ftorics higli, 
three hundred j' cubits long, fifty cubits broad, 
and thirty cubits high. Accordingly he enter¬ 
ed into that ark, and his wife, and fons, and 
their wifes ; and put into it not only other 
provifions, to fupport their wants there, but 
alfo fent in with the reft all ft>rts of living 
creatures, the male and his female, for the pre- 
fervation of their kinds ; and others of tlicm 
by fevens. Now^this ark had firm walls, and 
a I'oof, and was braced with crof^ beams, fo 
that It could not be any way drowned, or 
overborn by the violence of the water. And 
thus -w^as Noah, with his family,, prcfeiwed. 
Now he was the tenth from Adam, as being 
the fon of Lamech, whofe father was JVlctliu- 

Jela ; 


tovctcl a Cotiftiigniiion and a ’Deluge, which all antiquity 
■witiK'fl'c:; to be an ancient tradition ; nay, Seth’s poflerity 
might cngiavc their inventions in allronoiny on two fach 
piilur . ; yet, it is no way credible that they could furvive 
tile <l;:)uc;e, wiiieh lias buried all fuoh pillars and edifices 
far muler ground, in the fediment of its waters, efpecially 
lince the like pillars of the Egyptian Hcth or Scfollris 
were extant after the flooil, in the land of Sidad, and 
perhaps in the days of Jofephus alfo, as is fhewn in the 
jtJaoi' here referred to. 

• '['his notion, that the fallen angels were, in fotne 
fenfe the fathers of tlic old giants, -was the conflant o- 
piiiion of antiquity. 

Jofephus here foppofes, that the life of thefe 
giants (for of them only do I underfland him) M-as now 
‘educed to 120 years; wiiich is confirmed by tlic frag¬ 


ment of Enocdi, 5 lo. in Authent. Rec. part T. p. atiS. 
For as to the refl of mankind, Jofephus himfclf confed'es 
their lives were much longer than i2o years, fer many 
generations after the flood, as we fliall fee prefcntly ; and 
he fays, th^.were gradually fhortened till the days of 
Mofes, and men fixed [for fome time] at 120, eh. vi. ^ 5. 
Nor indeed need we fuppofc, that either Enoch or Jofe¬ 
phus meant to interpret thefe 120 years for the life of\ 
men before the flood, to be difTcrent from the 120 vears 
of God’s patience [perhaps while the ark was preparinj' j 
till thc deluge ; w'hich I 'take to be the meaning ol Gr K'’' 
when lie threattmed this wicked world, that il they ( >'1 
long continued impenitent, their fiould be no moO * 
than I 20 vears. 


f A cubit is about 21 Englifli inches. 
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ffla ; r|c was the fon cf Enoch, thq fnn of Ja- 
^('cl ; and jared was the ion of Akdialcel, who, 

, ’vVdi nianv of liis iillers, were lliV- children of 
(lain, ihf, fon of E.nos. Now Efr^os was the 
fbn of iSeth, the fon of Adam. 

'Em8 calamity Jeappened in the hx luin- 
dredih year of fsV>ah’s poverninenl [ap;cj in 
EiC • lec<-nd month, called hy tlie Macedo- 
1 iar.s /hh.o', Init hy the Eiebrews Marhijven ; 

_ f'r fo did tliey order tlieir year in I'jyyp^- 
^tnt Ml ic, ap]K)intcd that Kifan^ which is tho 
i intc with Xauihictis'’ fnould he the firff. month 
’•ar tlcvir fcilivals, Itecarde lie hroiiedit them 
'-'..t of Itp.ypt in lliat month ; So that this 
tcionth I'.epan the year, as to all the folcmnilicvS 
:iiey (Efcincd to the lio.nour of God, altltonpli 
he jrtrefcrvcd the (iriginal order of the months 
as to fcHlr>y ‘'-nd huyin[^, and f)thcr ordinary 
toTairs. Now he fays, that tins flood began 
oil tlie t'venty-ieventh [feventcenth] day of 
the firemontioned month ; and this was two 
tiionf.ind ii >? lumdred and fifty-fix [one thon- 
t.nnl live hundied and fifty-fix] years from 
Adam the firfl man ; and the time is written 
c’owii in Oils' ficrcd liookr, thofc .'jAvIio then 
lived hao'ine; noted down, with great aecnrac)', 
Ito'Ji the births and deaths of illuffrious nren. 

4. Eor indeed Sctli was horn when Adam 
was in Ids two linndred and thirtieth year, 
who liv'cd nine hundred and tiiirty years. 
Sdh begat Enoch in his two hundred and 
hhlt year ; wlio, wlien lie had lived nine Inni- j 
dred and twelve years, deli vered the government 
to Gain hit foil, wJiom lie had at his linndred 
‘and iiinetlcih year. He lived nine hundred 
and five yc'a,'s. Gainan, when he had lived 
nine hundred and ten years, had his fon 
IMahilcil, who was horn in Ids hundred and 
fcveiitleth year. 'Ehis Malaleel having lived 
eight liuiuircd and ninety-five years, died, 
t ‘ . ' 

* JiiOpliii'', licr;’ truly dctcvniincs, that tlic year of the 
'IcKvl h<.;T.>n li'.c autumnal equinox ; as to what day , 

, .if tin- rnivith the flool hepari, oar Hebrew and Sainiiritan, 
f^'ind |i'Th'',p:> joftqilius’s own copv, more rightly placed i‘. 

1 on the (“ih e,.y in.'lead of the ayili, at. here for Jofeplui-. 
agrees with them as to the diltanee of 150 day;; to (he 
i^th dav of the yth e'.ionth, as (jcii. vii. uli. with viii. p 
j jollpl us h.cre notice, tli.it thefe ancient genc- 
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I leaving his fon (ared, ’ttdioni he Iicgat w imii 
Gic was at h-is lumdreil am! lixly-liftli V-.n. 

! He lived nine lunidrcvi and li\t)-lwo ) cars ; 

; tind then his Ion Enoch iiiccccded him, who 
I Wiss horn when his father was one hundred 
! and hxty-two vears old. Now lie, vel'.en lie 
' liad lived tlircc hundred .siiii iiNly-hve years, 

’ drjiarlcd, and Went to God ; whence it is 
that tliey have not written dovni his dcatli. 
h\OW rvieihufela, the fon of hnoeh, .who was 
horn to Iiim wlien lie was one Imndred and 
^ fi.xtv-hvc years old, had Lamccli for his fon, 

; wlien 'he was one limuha.d anti cisdiiy-uvcn 
yeans of age ; to whom he delivcicd the go- 
^ vernment, wdien he had retained it nine hun¬ 
dred and fixly-nine years. Notv Lamech, 
i when he had g,ovcn)cd Icvcn hmtdred and 
' feventy-feven years, appoinkii Noah his Ion 
to be ruler of the ])eopie, who was boin to 
Lamech when he was one hmudred and eighty- 
two years old, and I'ct lined tlie govccmncat 
nine hundred and fifty years. Tlc.i'c ^'ears 
colleflcd logctsicr male iiji tlie iiim before 
i let down. but let luo one cir’u're imo liie 
' deaths of ll'cle men ; for tliey l■••.^e^.Jed their 
Jives all alcvij!, togci'o, r vJth tiicir tlnldrcn 
I and graiid-cliikhcn ; hut let him liave regard 
to their hirtf.s onlv. 

Wi-rw God gave tlic )q.',na!, and it h.e- 
gan to rain, llic water poured ■ duv, n ii.lv y 
entire da)’S, idl it Iwcame iiitcen cuhi's liigia.r 
than tlic cartii ; which \''<;s the rcai.in.why 
there were nt) greater nu.r.hcr jn-Jnxeii, fimc 
tlicv had no ]>iace to ily t,;>. When ‘Im rJn 
ccal'ed, the waUT diil hut iulf ]y>d.n to r’-itc 
after one limidred and fifty dacs, that h, mt 
the leventeentli day of the icvenlli inonih, it 
tlicn ceafmg to fublidc for a little v.Idle.— 
After this, the ark relied on the top of a cer¬ 
tain 

alogics were firll fcl dovni by tbofe llw! Una lii'-'I, m l 
from them wcic tniurmitti il liow!! to jio'b I, t 

fuppofe to be the true account of tJi.it iivaov : J''or c;," 
i;i no rcalon to iir.;;:;iiic tir.it lucii \\c.\c uot <•> 

I 'iiid wrih' foon '.U'er tl:cv were laiij-bt to /Joe .aci j)ci- 
t haps all by tin: jMctliali lujiillli', who, uu lci ibc I'V.'l'cr, 

I was the Crc.itov 01 (lovcrnor <ii uamkinil, raid v. f.o fre- 
j quenpy in tlioic* cc.vJy tlays apj)..arcii to Licm. 

c 
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tain mountain In Armenia ; whicli, when 
Noah undcrflood, he o])cned it, and feeing a 
Imall piece of land about it, he continued 
quiet, and conceived fomc cheerful hopes .of 
deliveranco. But a few days afterward, when 
the water was decrcafed to a greater degree, 
he font out a raven, as defirous to learn whe¬ 
ther any other part c f the earth were left dry 
by the water, and whether he might go out 
of the art with fafety; hut the raven return¬ 
ed not. And, after feven. days, he fent out 
a dove, to know the ftate of the ground ; 
which came back to him covered with mud, 
and bringing an olive branch : Hereby Noah 
learned that the earth was become clear of the 
Hood. So, after he had ftayed feven more 
davs, be fent the living creatures out of the 
ark ; and both he and his family went out, 
when he alfo facrificed to God, and feaffed 
with his companions. However, the Arme¬ 
nians call this place, *Tbcplace of defeent; for 
the aik being faved in that place, its remains 
are fliewed there by the inhabitants to this 
day. 

6. Now all the writers of Barbarian hif- 
rorics make mention of this flood, and of this 
ark ; among whom is. Berofus the Chaldean, 
for when he was deferibing the circumfirances 
of the flood, he goes on thus : “ It is faid, , 
fhere is flill feme part of this drip in Armenia, 
.'it the mountiiin^of the Cordy:eans ; and that 
fome people carry off pieces of the bitumen, 
which they take away, and ufe chiefly as 

amulets, for the averting of mifehiefs.”- 

1 licronymus the Egyptian alfo, who WTOte 
the Phcirician antiquities,, and Mnafeas, and a 
great many more, make mention of the fame. 
Nay, Nicolaus of Domalcus, in his nincty- 
fuvtii book, hath a particular relation about 

'* TIiw plitce of dfent is the proper reii«Jering of the 
Aimrni.'ti iianie of tlii.s very city. It is called iniPtolc- 
iny Nr-x.iii.’niy and by Mofes Chorenenfis, the Armenian 
hiilori.in, Idli-.u,:;/; but at the place itfelf, Nnchidpoeunn, 
which f;i;iii'hv .‘i th fiyl pJiics of dfrmt; and is a lafting 
nuir.uijit.il of tiic prefervation of Noah in die ark, upon 
the top of that mountain, at whofc foot it was built, as 
the i'rfl city or town after the flood ; fee Antkj. B. XX. 
chap. ii. § 3- vol. U- and Moics Cliorencitfis, p. yi, 725. 
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I them ; where he fpeaks thus : “ Tlyre is a 
gre.at mounlain in Armenia, over iVlinydi-, 
called Bar'd, upon which it is reported, 
many wlicf fled at the time of the deluge were 
faved : and that one who was canied in the 
ark, came (ui lliore upon the top of it j aiii^^ 
that tire remains of the timber were a great 
while preferved : 'I'liis might be tlic man aboul 
wdiom Moles the Icgiflator of tlm Jews wrote.” 

7. But as for Noah, lie was afraid, fincc 
God had determined to deftroy mankind, lelt 
he lliould drown tlie earth every year ; fo he 
offered burnl-ofierings, and befought God that 
nature might hereal'ter go on in its former 
orderly ccmrfe ; and that he would not bring 
on fo great a judgment anymore, by ^\hich. 
the whole race of creatures’ might be in dan¬ 
ger of deftrudion ; but that, having now 
punlfhed die wdeked, he would of his good- 
nefs fparc tire remainder, and'fuch as he had 
hitherto judged fit to he delivered from jo 
fevere a calamity ; for that otherwife thelc lad 
miifl be more miierable than the lirft, aiu! 
tliat they mufl be condemned to a worfc con¬ 
dition than the others, iinlcfs they be fuflered 
to efcape entirely ; tliat is, if they be referved 
for another deluge, wfiile they mufl; be afllid- 
ed with the terror and the light of the lirfl 
deluge, and mufl; alfo be deftroyed by a fe- 
cond. He alfo intreated God to accept of fiis 
faerifice, and to grant, that the earth might 
never again undergo the like effedls of his 
wrath ; that men might be permitted to go 
on cheerfully in cidcivating the fame; to build 
cities, and live happily in them; and tliat they 
might not be deprived of any of ihofc gc)od 
things w'hlch they enjoyed before the flood ; 
but migl.it attain to the like length of days, 

and 

who alfo fays, p. 19. that another^ town*was rc’ , 

tradition to have been called Scroll, or tie place >. ^ 

fott, on account of the difperfion of Xifuthrus’s or 
fons, from thence firft made.. Whether'any renu 
tills a>rk he ftiil preferved, as the people of the to 
fuppofc, I cannot certainly tell. Mont. Turnfort luu. *-t ^ 
very long fince a mind to fee the place himftlf, but . ^<.1^ 
with too great dangers and dilHculpcs to venture throu, 
them. 
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and (id age, which tlie ancient people had 
ariiven at before. 

• 8. When Noah had made thefe fnpplica- 
tions, Cxod, who ioved the man for his right- i 
coiifnefs, granted entire fucce& to-^his prayers ; ' 
fiid, Tliat it was not lie who brought tire 
crlirndion on a polluted world, but that they 
iinllerwcnt that vengeance on account of their 
own vrickedixefs ; and that he had not brbught 
men into the world, if he had himfclf deter¬ 
mined' to dedroy tliem, it being an inftance of 
greater wiidom not to have granted them life 
at all, than, after it Was granted, to procure 
their dcllruclion ; but the injuries, faid he, 
they offered to my holinefs and virtue, forced 
me to bring this punilhmeat upon them. But 
] will leave off for the time to come to require 
fuch p.imidinierits, the effeds of fo great wTath, 
for tlicir future wicked adions, and efpecially 
(;n account of thy prayers. But if 1 flrall at 
.any time fend tempells of rain, in an extra¬ 
ordinary n>anner, be not afi'righted at the 
Jargenefs of the fhowers; for the water fliall 
no more ovcrlpread the earth. However, I 
retiuirc you to abllain from flieddlng the blood 
of men, and to keep yourfelves pure from 
murder ; and to puniflr thofe that commit any 
fuch thing. I permit you to make ufe of all 
the other living creatures at your pleafure, and 
as your appetites lead you ; for I have made 
you lords of them all, both of thofe that'walk 
oil the land, and thole that Iwim in the waters, 
and of thofe that fly in the regions of the air 
on high, excepting their blood, for therein is 
the life. But I will give you a fign that I have 
left off my anger, by my boxe/, (whereby is 
meant the minhow, for they determined that 
the 7 'ainhow was the bow of God.) And, 
when God, liad faid and promifed thus, he 
went away. 

■, 9. Now wfren Noah had lived three Hund¬ 

red and fifty years after the flood, and that all 
that time happily, he diedj having lived the 
number of nine hundred and fifty years. Fut 
>/ let no one upon comparing the lives of the an- 
! cients witli .ur lives, and with the'few years 
, which wc new live, thirde, that, what we have 
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faid of them is falfe ; or make the {horincfs 
of our lives at prefent an argument, that im.- 
ther did they attain to fo long a duration c l 
life, for thofe ancienls were beloved of (Jod, 
and [lately] made by God Idinfelf; and he- 
cauie their food was then fitter for the prolon¬ 
gation of life, miglit well live fo great a num¬ 
ber of years: And befides, God alfurdcd them 
a longer time of life on account of their vir¬ 
tue, and the good ufe they made cf it in allro- 
nomical and geometrical dilcoverics, which 
would not have afforded the time for foretel¬ 
ling [the periods of the flats] unlefs tlicy had 
lived fix hundred years; for the great year i-, 
completed in that interval. Now 1 have for 
witnefles to wliat I have faid, ail thofe that 
have written antiquities, both among the 
Greeks and Barbarians: For even Manctho, 
who wrote the Figyptian hillory, and Berofus, 
who collcded the Chaldean monuments, ancl 
Mochus, and Heflixus, and helides thefe, 
Hieronymus the Egyptian, and ttude tiiat 
crompoled the Plienician hiftory, agree to wirat 
I here fay: Hcficsd alfo, and Hecaranrs, and 
Hellanicus, and Acufilaus ; arul, hciules tliefe, 
Ephorus and Nicolaus relate, that tlit ancients 
lived a thoufand years. But as to thefe mat- 
ters, let every one look upon them os they 
think fit. 


CHAP. IV. 

Coneerning the Tower of Bahylojt, and the Con- 
ffion of Tongues. 

§ I. fons of Noah were three,^ 

' l\l Shem and Japhet, and Ham, born 
orre hundred years before the deluge. I’hefe 
firft of all defeended from the mountains into 
the plains,, and fixed tiieir hahitation tleMc ; 
andtperfuaded ethers w'ho were greatly afraid, 
of the lower grounds on acenunr of the flood, 
and fd were very loth to come doivn from the 
higher places, to venture to follow their exam¬ 
ples- Now the plain in wliich they firft dwek, 
called Sbmar-. God alfo commanded 

them 
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t'K. :n to fend colonics abroad, for the thorough !' 
('cnpleing of the earth, that they might not 
laijc Icdit’onr, among thcmfelves, but might 
cultivate a great }wt oi the earth, and enjoy 
its fnnts alter a plentiful manner. But they 
werc i;> ill-ijidruflcd tlat they did not obey 
t t-od , for v/hich rcufon they fell into calami- 
1:; s, and were made fenfihle by experience, of 
wi -t im (hey had been guilty: For when 
F'.ey f>.'iridicd with a numerous youth. Clod 

,e whhed them again to lend out colonics; 
b;u (hey iinagining that the profperity they 
''..ioyed not derived from the favour of 
tji)e, l;e.'' luj^polhig licit their own power 
w.i,: tin; yroper caulc ol the jdentlfu! condition 
tliev were in, did not ol>ey him. Nay, they 
:oi.;c! to (his their difobedicnce to the divine 
'.v'.d, iha. hiipicion that they were therefore 
f'locrcd to h nd out ieparafe colonies, that be- 
hig divided aiunder, tJiey might the more cali- 
iy be •opjnsdh.d. 

0. Ino’v !i was Nimrod who excited them 
to dob. an aifnen and contempt of Cod. Fie 
v/as t(u: gr.induan (cf Tla.m, the fon of Noah, 
a hold m,-.;!, and ol' great ilrcnglh of hand, 
iic pei'fu.i-Jcdi ti.em not to afcrlbe it to (,ocl, 
a.^ if il was lli‘ough his means they were liap- 
jng b;it to ijclievc th.-.t it was their own cour¬ 
age wli'tci; procured that n ipjMncfs. He alfo 
gsadii.div changed the government into Ivran- 
ny, feeing- no ('.ther wa'y of aiming men from 
tiic fear of Clod, but to bring them into a 
conRant dej endence on his own potver. He 
:;!f) fai l, IL: ivaald he revenged on Cod^ ij 
I'c Huv.Ld n irnnd to droKcni the ivorld 

o,;a;/o ; f-r ihrl Le 'ivonld hidid a lo'iver too 
Pi'^h I'lf the 'iz\:icrs to he aide io rcaeb : and I 
il',ii he V'’’Id. avenre him [elf on Cod for dc- 
//r'O’-hg' ihe'ir forefathers. 

p rCow the juultirude were very ready to 
foliow die delcrminalion of Niinrod, and to 
rfk'cmed it a ]Viocc of cowardice to luhmit to 
Cod; and they huiit a tower, neither fpariiig 
any p.'i--.:;, nr.r being in any decree nct'jigcnt j 
about the work : And, by rcafon of the .multi¬ 
tude of hands cinivloyed in it, it grew very 
higli, fooner the; any one could cxpecl ; but | 


the thicknefi of it was fo great, and It Was fo 
ftrongly built, that thereby its great dicight 
feemed, upon the view, to he Icfs than 

really was.i-It vwas built of burnt brick, 

cemented together with mortar made of biiu- 
?yc//, that it might not he liable. to adjnit 
water. When Cod firv diit t'm-y aded (o 
i madly, he did not refolve to ddds y tii-'-.n'm- 
. tcrly, iince they were mg growR- nii', j- by tlic 
1 dellruclion of the former linners, Imt lie cau- 
I fed a tumult among them, by ’prodnein'r in 
: them diverfe languages,* and caulimr, ilia*- 
i dirough the multitude of thoie lang.jay; ,v, ihcy 

■ ihould not he able to underfland oi>c mwa’K'n. 

i I'he place wherein they hulk the tow m, is now 
I called Babylon., becaufe C'f tlic confulion of i bar 
i language which they readily hnderilood licfore; 

I for the Fichrews mean by the word Bahci, («>:- 

■ ffon. 7’hc Sibyli alfo makes mention oi'ib;. 

, tower, and of the confufion of the L'lngn'm -, 
i wiien Ihe fays thus: When all men ivere 'f on, 

' language., fame of than hidlt an Idgh forcer, a\ 

\ if they zvovld therch]' a fetid vp to heaven., hit 
\ the gods fnl forms f %v':nd and ovcrlhi eve 
: tower, and gave every one his pcetthar hn. g//. oy: 
j oinl for this rcafon it was that the ei!\< was eto'le.! 


Bab'v'on. But as to the niain of Shinar, in the 
country of Babylonia, HelHaius incnt’ori;; i;, 
when he fays thus: Such of 'theprie/ls as wo-re 
\faved, took the [acred vef'els rf fupiler lonxali- 
j tis, and came to Shinar of Babylon. 


CHAP. Ah 

yiftcr what Mautter the Poferity of Noah [tit 
out Cclotties, and itihahtted the whole P 

' § i. A FTE R this t'u’y were dii 
j Jf .'Il abroad, on account of iIkI; 
guages, and went out by colonics every w! 

! and each colony look poirdhon of tliat l 
I which they light upon, auid unto wh.ich (> 
led them, fo that the whole continent was i . 
led with them, both the inland and tlic mavi , 
time countries. 'Fhcre w’crc f()me aho wh<V' 
pallet! over the fca in fliips, ^nd inhal/itcd the'' 

ilia lids ; 
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iflanclsAnd fomn of tliofe nations do ftlU retain 
the denominations which were given them by 
their fird founders; but fome have loft them 
aH'o, and fome have only admit’ed certain 
changes in them, that they might qp the more 
intelligiblo^o the inhabitants. And they were 
ihcr Greeks wlio became the authors of fuch 
mutations : For when in after ages they grew 
potent, they claimed to themfelves the glory 
of anticjivity ; giving names to the nations that 
founded well [in Greek] that they might be 
better underftood among themfelves ; and fet- 
ting agreeable forms of government over them, 
as if they were a people derived from them- 
fclves. 


CHAP. VI. 




V Ct 


k I. 


every Nation ivas denominated from their 
firjl Inhabitants. 

N '‘ O W they were the grand-children 
of Noah, in honour of whom names 
were impofed on the nations by thofe that 
hrft fji/ed upon theni. Japhet, the fon of 
Noah, had feven fons : They inhabited fo, 
that beginning at the mountains Tamms and 
Amanus, they ])roceeded along Afia, as far as 
the river Tanais, and along Europe to Cadiz ; 
and fettling themfelves on the lands they light 
upon, which none had inhabited before, they 
called the nations by their own names. For 
Gomer founded thole whom the Greeks now 
call Galatians [Galls] but ■ were then called 
-Oomerites. Magog founded thofe that from 
him were named Magogites, but who are by 
the Greeks called Scythians. Now as to Ja¬ 
van and Madai, the fons of Japhet ; from 
Madai came the Madcans, which are called 
Medes by the Greeks ; but from Javan, Jo- 


nia, and all the Grecians, ar‘e derived. Tho- 
bcl founded the Thobelites, which are now 
called iberes ; and the Mofocheni werp found- 
: cd by Mofoch ; now they are Cappadocian's. 
There is alfo a mark of their ancient denomi¬ 
nation ftill to be fhewed ; for there is even 
. now among them a city called Mazaca, which 


may inform thofe that are able to undcrftaiul, 
that fo was the entire nation once calleci. 
Thiras alfo called thole whom he ruled over 
I’birajians ; but the Greeks changed the name 
into T’hracians. And fo many were the coun¬ 
tries that had the children of Japhet for their 

inhabitants.-Of the three fons of Gomer, 

Afehanaz foundciil the Afehanafians, who are 
now called by the Grcc’:s Rheginians. So 
did* Riphath found the Ripheans, now called 
Paphlagonians ; and Thnigramma the lliru- 
grammeans, who, as the Greeks rcl'olvcd, 
were named Phrygians. Of the three fons 
of Javan alfo, the fon of Japhet, Eli fa gave 
name to the Eiifeans, who were his fuhjeCls ; 
they are now the d'iolians. Tharfus to tl.c 
Tharfians, for fo was Cilicia of old called ; 
the f)gn of which is this, tivat the noblcll 
city they have, and a metropolis alfo, is I'ar- 
fus, the Tatt., being by change put ibr the 
Pheta. Ccthimus pofi'cfled the illand Cethi- 
ina ; it is notv called Cyprus ; and from that 
it is, that all iflands, and the greatcil parr of 
the fea-coafts, are named Ccthim by the Fle- 
brews; and one city there is in Cypins iliaf: 
has been able to preferve its dcnomiiiation ; it 
is called Citius by thole who ule the lan¬ 
guage of &e Greeks, and has not, I)y the 
ufe of that dialedt, cl'eapcd the name of Cc¬ 
thim. And fo many nations have thi' chfl- 
dren and grand-children of Japhet poU'clfed. 
Now when I have premifed fomewhat, tvhich 
perhaps the Greeks do not know, 1 will re¬ 
turn and explain wliat 1 have oinitlcd ; for 
fuch names arc pronounced here after the 
manner of the Greeks, to plcsfe my readers ; 
for our own country language docs not fo pro¬ 
nounce them : But tlac iK'UiL". in i\\\ eafes arc 
of one and the fume ending ; ior tiic name wc 
here pronounce Noens. is tiicrc Noa/y and in 
every cafe retains the fame termination. 

I 2. The children of I larn poll'elTcd the land 
I from Syria and Amanus, and tlic mountains 
of Eibanus ; fei/ing upon all tlnat waas on it* 
fed-coafts, and as far as the ocean, and keep¬ 
ing it as their own. Some indeed of its names 

are 

D 
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;in‘ lit idly vaniilicd away ; otlicrs of tkem 
I'aine; rhauged, and another found given them, 
are hardly to be difcovered ; yet a few there 
:ire, rvhich have kept their denominations en¬ 
tire : For of the four fons of Ham, time has 
not at all hurt the name of Cbus ; for the 
Ethiopians, over whom he reigned, are even 
at this day, both by themfelves, and by all 
men in Afia, called Chufites. The memory 
alf) of the Mefraities is preferved in their 
name ; ‘for all we who inhabit this country 
I of Judea] call Egypt Mejlre^ and the Egyp¬ 
tians Mcjirciins, Phut alfo was the founder, 
of Lybia, and called the inhabitants Phntites^ 
from biinfelf : Tiiere is alfo a river in the 
country efthe Moors which bears that name; 
whenre it is that we may fee the greateft part 
r.i' tlic Ch-eeian hilloriographers mention that 
river, and the adjoining country, by the ap- 
pella.thai of Phnt : But llie name it has now 
has bee n by change given it from one of the 
ions of hicllraim, who Was called Lyhyos. 
We will iniorm you prefcntly what has been 
the occaiion rvliy it has been called Africa 
.alio. Canaan, die fourth fon of Ham, inha¬ 
bited the country now called ‘jiicica, and call¬ 
ed it from his own name Canaa/i. The chil¬ 
dren of tliefe [four] were ihefe : ^'abas, who 
founded the Sabcans ; Evilas, who founded 
•the E/deans, who are called Get till ; Sabathes 
founded the Sabatliens ; they arc now called 
by the (f rcelo’. yljlahorans : SabaGas lettled the 
Sabadlcns; and Kagmus the Ragmeans : and 
lie had two fons, the one of which, Judadas, 
fettled the judadeans, a nation of the weftern 
E.thiojiians,'and leli’ them his ttiame ; as did 
Babas, to ine babcari". : But Nimrod, the fon 
of Chus, flayed an ! 1 yjannized .at Babylon, 
as we have already informed you. Now all 
the cliildreii of Mclfaim, being eight in num¬ 
ber, polfeifed the rnantry from Gaza to Egypt,' 
though it rctaiiiet! the jKune of one only, the 

* OiK- f'I)Crvra.i()n onySt not to be here negk’fiexi, 
T-iith rcyiui’ to that lulu tpi'c war, which Mofes, as 
getieral of the. Jiyypti ms, pnt an end to, Antiq. B. II. 
e.h. Se and about which our late writers feem very 
much uucontorac ] 1 via- tlut it was a war o.^ that con- 
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Philijlim, for the Greeks call part ®f that 
country Pakjlinc. As for the reft, Ludieim, 
and Enemim, and Labim, wlio alone inhabit¬ 
ed in Lyhia, and called the country from 
himfelf: Kedim and Phethrofim, and Chef- 
loim, and Cephthorim, wc know igothing of 
them befides their names ; for tlie '^ Ethiopic, 
war, which we fliall deferibe hereafter, was 
the caufe that thofe cities wmrt overthrown. 
The fons of Canaan were thefe : Sidonius,. 
who alfo built a city of the fame name* ; it is 
called by. the Greeks S’Aon : Amathus inha¬ 
bited in Amathine, which is even now called 
Amathe by the inhabitants, although the Ma¬ 
cedonians named it Epiphania, from one of his 
pofterity : Arudeus polfeiTed the ifland Ara- 
dus : Arupas pofleffed Arce, which is in Li- 
banns. But foi- the feven others [Eueur] 
Chetteus, Jehufeus, Amorreus, Gergefeus, E.iu 
dcus, Sineus^ Samareus, w^e have nothing in 
the facred books but their names, for tuc 
! Hebrews overthrew their cities; ‘and tb.eir ca¬ 
lamities came upon them on the occaiion fol¬ 
lowing. 

3. Noah, when after the deluge, the earth 
was refettled in its former conditiem, fet about 
its cultivation ; and when he had planted it 
with vines, and when the fruit was ripe, and 
he had gathered the grapes in their feafen, 
and the wine was ready for ufe, he offcrcci 
facrifice, and feafled, and being drunk, he 
fell afleep, and lay naked in an unfecmly 
manner. When his youngell fon faw this, 
he came laughing, and fhewed him to his 
brethren ; but they covered their fiither’s 
nakednefs. And when Noah was made fen- 
fible of what had been done, he prayed for 
profperity to his other fons ; but for Elam, 
he did not curfe him, by reafon of his ncarnefs 
in blood, but curfed h'ls pofterity-: And'when 
tlie reft of them efcaped that curfe, God in-^ 

flided 

fequcnce-, as to occaiion the removal or deflruction oF 
fix or feven nations of the pofterity of Mitzraim, with 
their cities r Which jofephus would not have faid, if he 
I had not had ancient records to juftify thofe his aliertions, 

, though thofe records be all now loil. 



Book 1/ ANTI QJJ I TIES 

Aided‘‘it OH the children of Canaan. But a« 
to tliefe matters, we fhall fpeak more here¬ 
after. 

4. Sri^m, the third fon of Noah, had five 

fon,s, wlio inhabited the land ths^ began at 
Kuphratesj. and reached to the Indian ocean. 
I'or F.lam left behind him the Elamites, the 
anccflors of the Pcrfians. Alhur lived at the 
city Ninive ; and named his fubjeds AJfyrians^ 
wlio became the moft fortunate nation, be¬ 
yond others. Arphaxad narned the Atphax- 
aditcs., who are now‘called Aram 

Ii.id the Ararnites, wliich the Greeks call 5 )'- 
r'lan ; as Laud founded the Laudites, which 
arc now called Lydians. Of the four foiis 
of Aram, Uz founded Trachonitis and Da- 
maicus ; this country lies between Paieftine 
;nid Cclefyria. Ul founded Armenia; and 
( fuller the Badlrians ; and Mefa the Mela- 
nc.u.s ; it is now called Charax Spajini. Sa- 
la ^vas the Ton of Arphaxad ; and his fon 
w.K-, I Icbcr, from whom they originally c.d- 
h'd the Jews * Hebrews^ lieber begat Joe- 
tan, r.i;d Phaleg; He was called Phaleg be¬ 
en. tc lie was born at the difperfion of the 
liations to their fcveral countries j for Phaleg 
among the Hebrews fignifies dtvifion. Now 
joefan, one' of the fons of Heber, had thefe 
foils, Elmodad, SaJeph, Afermoth, Jera, A- 
doram, Aizel, Decla, Ebal, Abimael, Sabcus, 
Ophir, Euilat, and Jobab. Thefe inhabited 
horn Cophen, an Indian river, and in part of 
Aria adjoining to it. And this (hall fuffice , 
concerning the" fons of Shem. i 

5. I WILL now treat of the Hebrew.s. 
'I'he fon of Phaleg, whofe father was Heber, 
was Ragau; w'holc fon was Serug, to whom 
was born Nahor: his fon was Terah, who 
was the father of Abram, w^ho. accordingly 
was the tenth from Noah, and was born in the ‘ 
two hundred an’d ninety-fecond year after the 

* That the Jews were called Hihmvs from their 
progenitor Heber, our author jofephus here rightly airirms ; 
and not from Abram the Hebrew, or Pajfen^ei over Etiphr.i- 
tes, as many of the moderns fuppofe. Shem is alfo called 
the Father of ail the children <f Heber, or of all the Hebreavs, 
in an hiftory long 1 rfore Abram pafled over Euphrates, 
Gen. X. 2i. though it mud be confefled, that, Gen. xiv. 


O F T H E J E W S. 1 j 

deluge ; for Terah begat Abram in bis (cven- 
ticth year. Nahor begat Ilaran, when lie 
was one hundred and twenty years old ; Na* 
hor was bora to Serug at Iiis hundred and 
thirty-fecond year ; Ragati had Serug at one 
hundred and thirty ; at the fame age allb Pha¬ 
leg had /Ragau; Heber begat Pludeg in liis 
hundred and thirty-fourth year; he lii’ufclf 
being begotten by Saja, when he was an hun¬ 
dred and thirty years old, whom Arphaxad 
had for his fon at the hundred and thirty-fifth 
year of his age. Arphaxad was ll.e Ion of 
Shem ; and bom twelve years after the de¬ 
luge. Now Abram had two bretlircn, Nahor 
and Haran : Of thefe Ilaran left a (on, Lot; 
as alfo Sarai and Milcha his daiighlus ; and 
died among the Chaldeans, in a city of tiie 
Chaldeans called-and his nitinumeni is 
(hewed to this dayn Thefe man led their nie¬ 
ces. Nahor married Milcha, and Alirain 
married Sarah Now I'erah liating Chaldea, 
on account of his mourning for Haran, tliey 
all removed to Flaran of Mefopotaniia, when; 
Terah died, and was buried, when be had 
lived to he two hundred and live \cars old; 
for the life of man was already, by dogiccs, 
diminiftied, and became flioricr than before, 
till the birth of Mofes ; after whom the tenu 
.of human life was one hundred and twenty 
ymars, God determining it to the kngth that 
Mofes happened to live. Nc-Jtv Nahor bad 
eight fons liy Milcha.; Uz, and Buz, Lemu¬ 
el, Chefed, Azau, Pheldas, Jadeljih, and Bc- 
thuel. ddaefe wc.'-c all the genuine fons of 
Nahor; for. Teba and Gaam, and Tachas, 
and Maaca, were born of ILeuma bis concu¬ 
bine : but Bethucl had a daughter Rcbccca, 
and a fon.Laban. 

C H A P. 

1;;. where the origii):>I f:iy< ihry toKl Aiani,' ri'* nrl'.rew, 
tlsi'. Keptuagiut renders it tlie ; I’iU 'Ins is fpoLtn 

only of Abram hiinfelf, uho had then 1 ;; lyp.iliscl out 
Euphrates, and is another figniheation of ti'c ilehuw 
word, taken as an appeiJaliv'', and iiot .a a pu'per 
name. 
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JIunc Abram mr i'of^athcr macnt oul of the 
L,ond (>f the 'tbhaldeans^ and lived in the 
Land then coded Canaan, but mw yndea. 




"J<')\V Abram, having no fon of his 
own, adopted Lot, his brother 
Tlaran’s Ifiii, and his wife Sarai’s brother; 
nnd he Icl't the land of Qialdea, when he was 
ievi ;ity-jiv(' years (dd, and at the command of 
Cha! v/rnt into Canaan, and Ihcrein he dwelt 
liimfeli', and left it to his poftcrity. He was 
a pcri'on of great fagacity, both for underfland- 
ing all tliiii'y, and perfuading his hearers, and 
not inilfaikcn in his opinions; for which rea- 
fon he began to have higher notions of virtue 
than others Imd, and he determined to renew 
and to cltange the opinion all men happened 
tlien to have concerning God ; for he was the 
firft that ventured to publillt this notion, tliat 
there was but One God, the Creator of the 
ll niverfe ; and that as to other [gods] if they 
contributed any tiling to the happinefs of men, 
that each of tliem affcirdcd it only according to 
his apjiuintmcnt, and not by their own power. 
This bis (‘pinion was derived from the irregu¬ 
lar phenomena that were vilible both at land 
and Jea, as well as thnfc that happen to the 
flip, and moon, and all the heavenly bodies,* 
tliiis; //’ [faid he] tl.ufe bodies had poiver of 

their ozvn, ihlx v'onld certainly take care of 
their ozvn regular motions ; but face they do'not 
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I the tenth gcticration after the food, the're was 
among the Chaldeans a man, righteous, aud 
srreat; and filful in the celefial fcic?tce. But 
Hecateus docs more than barely mention 
him; for [ic corapofed, and left behind him, 
a book concerning him. And Nicolaus ot 
Damafeus, in the fourth book of his hiflory, 
fays thus : Abram reigned at Damajens, being 
a foreigner, who came with an u,niy (jut of the 
land above Babylon, called the land of the Chal¬ 
deans : But, after a long time, be got him up, 
and removed from that country alfo, with bis 
people, and went into the land then called ire 
land of Canaan, but now the la fid of Judea, 
and this when bis poferity were beemue a mul¬ 
titude ; as to inbieh poferity oj his, wc relate 
their bifory in another worli. ISuw the name 
of Abram is even fill famous in the. conn try oj 
'Damafeus ; and there is f jewed a village named 
from him. The Habitation of Abram. 


preferve jucb 


regularity, they make it plain. 


that Jo Jar as the\- co-operate to our advantage, 
thev do it not ij' their mvn abilities, but as they 
are fubfer-aieut to him that commands them ; to 
whom a!(iie we ought jnflyjo offer our honour 
and ihauUyiaifii^. For which doctrines, when 
the C!;alde. n;;, and other peopde of Mefopo- 
tamia, raiied a tumult againd him, he thought 
fit to iea.Vv' til -.t country ; and at the com¬ 
mand, an,'. 1 >',' the aliiftance of God, he came 
and ii\e^; m tm.' land of Canaan: And when 
he was t< ,:e ■'eukd, he built an altar, and 
perjc’-ir.vd a Is'criltee to God. 

PpKt'Stis mentions our father Abram 
vduiioiii. n.miat', him, wlien he lays thus; In 
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Lhat when there was a Famine in Canaan, 
Abram went thence into Fgypt; and aj'tei 
he had continued there a while, be returned 
back again. 

§ i.'^J OW after this, wTen a famine had 
invaded the land of Canaan, and A- 
bram had difeovered that the Egyptians were 
in a jlourifliing condition, he w^as difpofed 
to go down to them, both to partake of the 
plenty they enjoyed, and to become an auditor 
of their priefts, and to know what they faid 
concerning the gods; defigning either to fol¬ 
low them, if they had better notions than 
he, or to convert them into a better way, 
if his own notions proved the trueft.—Now 
feeing he was to take Sarai with him, and 
was afraid of the madnefs of the Egyptians 
with regard to women, left the king fhould 
kill him on occaiion of his wife’s great beauty, 
he contrived this devic(^; He pretended to be 
her brother, and direded her in a dilTemliling 
way to pretend the fame ; for-he faid, it would 

be 
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l<c for tiicir bcnefif. Now ns foon ns they ^ 
came it'.!'') Egypt, it haj»pcnct! to Abram nr, ; 
hr ihopoih'.l it vroulil, l',<r the i.uiic of his i 
\NiVs hcaritv was greatly talked of; for wldeh | 
ueafo:! I’liaraoh, the king of higvpt,j\vould not 
ire taiistird wiiii vriiat was rc'porled. of her, j 
l-p v,"'!!! i raeds iee licr hbmthir, pnd was pre- j 
0’,ri;">-; to*'!;:;,f-’r ; but Ck';d p'Ut a flop to i 
hi, nr,|iii; in dinrJii'r-^, by kauiin;;; upcai iiiin 
' '' ir'op'cr, and a fedilinn agaiufl his govern- 
'"■jat. And \\lien l’,c en<julrcd of the prleils, 

h, i\v i'.r I a’r',t hr Irujid iiora tlsolc calamilies, 

[a V ;o!d 'run, lint this hi:; iv.deiahk' coudi- 
tian e rs derived fAnn the wretli oi Nod, ujv 
on r'oaiunt oi' Ifis isK Hiiaticsts to abide tlic 
!•'MMrr't ’s wife. lie then, out of fear, alked 
Sai'ai, v.iio th.c v.ais ? and avho it was that 
ihr )>:-ou'r;’!t along vvilli her? y\iid when he 
h'd inu'a! O'at tlic tiuth, he cxeufed hinitvdf 
: > that fopiioling t!ic woman to he Ids 

!‘i b , ul not Ills wife, he let his afieelious 

i, n. is ;,s ,'C‘!i!-ing an affinity with him hy 
’ • l yii'.'; her, hut not. as incited hy luff to 

Iv.r, lie alfo made fdm a large prd'eitl 
' ; ims'cv ; and gave him leave to c:Uer into 
vonvrr.ation witir tlic moil leariicd among the 
EgVj'tiai];; • From wliich converfation, his vir¬ 
tue and ibis icpulation became more coidpicu- 
ons than they had been before. 

2. For whereas i!)e Egypti:'.ns were for- ! 
iricrly addiAed to different ciilloms, and cle- 
fpifetl one another’s facred and accullomed 
rites, and were very angry one with another j 
on tfiat account, A 1 >rain conferred with each j 
of tliem, and confutiiip; the rcafonings they j 
made nie of, every one tor tlieir own praAices, j 
he demonllrated that fuch reafoniiigs were ; 
vaiit, and void of trutli ; Whereupon lie was i 
adnd.rcd hy them, in thofe conferences, as a j 
very wife man, and one of great fagaclty, | 

■ when he difcomd'rd on any fnhjeA; lie iinder- 
too!: ; and lids nca V):dy in underftanding it, 
hut ill jierluading other men allb to afl'ent | 
to him. He eommunicatevi to tliem aritlinie- i 
tie, and delivered to them the fcicnce of af- ■ 
troiK'iiiy; lor, licforc Ahrain came into Iggyjit, j! 
th-ey were unac.juaiuted with thofe parts of jj 
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§ 1. \ T this time, when the Afe, lians Invl 

X 'lie domiuion ow r /Moi, the jiennie 
oi vSodom were in a doiinllr.ng cvuivlti mu, 
both as to riehe*;, and riunher ol llieir youth. 
There were live kings that in;ih‘i"ed liie af¬ 


fairs of lids country, Belkis, Ijailas, .‘"'•enahar, 
and Rumohor, wllii tlie knm; of Ik’la ;-•and 
each king led on hio (earn tisa.ps : And tim 
Adyrians m.ulc war up,o.n t'aere, and dividing 
their army' into four piois, ioned'.t .'w dn'l 
them. TAnv every ]i.irt ol the army la.d iis 
own voiiimandcr ; and when tliC I'atiie vssi 
joined, the Ail'vri.ms were t onquer; rs, and 
impofed :i triliutc Op m t'le i.ings ol tiie .So¬ 
domites, who fohiidned to davi.’ v tweh, c 
years ; mid lo long they continued to p.,iy 
llieir tiihiitc: hut oii tlie thirleenlh y 'Str'o’iey 
rebelled, and then tlic army (,1 the e'fyvrons 
ion tlictn, uiuler their corniiisudeis 

Am- 


cair 


'Iku' 
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AmraplicI, Arioch, CHodorlaomor, and Tidal. 
'I'licfe kings had laid waflc all Syria, and 
overthrown the oiFspring of the giants. ‘ And 
when they were come over againft Sodom, 
they pitched their camp at the vale called 
the Slme-pitSy for at that time there were 
pits in that place ; but now, upon the deftruc- 
tion of tlie city of Sodom, that vale became 
the I.aic yifpbaltkt:^^ as it is called ; however, 
concerning this lake, wt fliall fpcak more pre- 
fently. Now' when the Sodomites joined bat¬ 
tle with the Affyrians, and the fight was very 
oblHuate, many of them w'cre killed, and the 
reft w'crc carried captive ; among which cap¬ 
tives was Lot, who had come to aihfl the 
Sodomites. 


C l-I A P. X. 

IJovo Ahram fought 'wllh the Ajjyrians^ atid 
overcame them, and faved the Sodomite Pri- 
foners^ and took from ^uc Affyrians the Prey \ 
they had gotten. 

^i.TTTHEN Abram heard of their cala- 
VV iTiity, he was at once afraid for 
Lot his kinfman, and pitied the Sodomites, | 
his friends and neighbours, and thinking it | 
proper to aftbrd them afliftance, lie did not 
delay ^ it, but marched haftily, and the fifth, 
night fell upon the Alfyrians, near Dan, for 
that is the name of the other fpring of Jor¬ 
dan ; and before they could arm thcmfelves, 
he ftew fomc as they were in their beds, 
bcftire they could fufpeff any harm ; and 
others, who w'crc not yet gone to lleep, but 
were fo drunk they could not fight, ran awuvy. 
Abram purfued after them, till, on tbe fecond [ 
day, he drove them in a body unto Ploba, a 
place belonging to Damafeus ; and thereby 
demonftrated, that vidoiy docs not depend 
on multitude, and the number of hands, but 
the alacrity and courage of foldiers overcome 
the moft numerous bodies pf men, while he j 
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got the vidory over fo great an army w'ir 
no more than three hundred and dghtce 
of his fervants, and three of his frienefs 
But all thofo that fled returned home Inglo 
rioufly. 

2. So Aliram, when he had faved the cap 
tive Sodomites, who had been taken l>y 
AiTyrians, and Lot alfo, his kinfnui h^rcViirn- 
ed home in peace. Nvow the k''’-.g of Sodon 
met him at a certain place, which they callei 
Phe King's Dale, where Melchifcdcc, king oj 
the city Salem, received him. That name liy- 
nifies. The righteous King; and fuch he was, 
without difpute, infomuch that, on this ac¬ 
count, he was made the prieft of Cod ; How¬ 
ever, they afterward called it Salem fcnifdim. 
Now this Melchifcdec fupplled Abram’s army 
in an hofpitable manner, and ga\'e them prn- 
vifions in abundance ; and as thev ivere fcatl- 
ing, he began to praife liim, and to bids ( ‘od 
for fubduing his enemies under him. And 
when Abram gave him the tenth part of hjs 
prey, be accepted of the gift: But the kiug 
of Sodom delired Abram to take tlsc picy; 
but intreated that he iniglit have tiiofi lucu 
reftored to him wdiorn Ahuim had iaved iiom 
file AflTyrians, becaulc they belonged to iiim. 
But Abram would not do lu ; nor would ms^e 
any other advantage of that prey, than ivhat 
his fervants liad eaten ; but ftill infilled, that 
he ftiould afford a part to his friends that had 
aflifted him in the battle. The firfl of them 
was called Efhol^ and then Knner^ and Mam- 
hre. 

3. And God commended his virtue, and 
faid, Thou flialt not how'cver lofe the rewards 
thou haft deferved to receive by fuch tliy glo¬ 
rious actions, tie anfwcred. And what ad¬ 
vantage will it be to me to have fuch rewards, 
when I have none to enjoy them after me ? 
for he was hitherto childiel's. And God pro- 
mifed, that he fhould have a Ion, and that his 
pollerity Ihould be very numerous; inloinuch, 
that their number ftiould be like the liars.— 
When he heard that, he offered a fliuilicc tP 
Gpd, as he cpmmanded him. L’he inaiiner 

of 
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of the facrllice was this He took an heifer ] 
of three years old, and a flic-goat of tlirec ; 
vtMTs old, and a ram in like manner of throe 
years old, and a turtle-dove, and a pigeon; 
and, as ho was enjoined, he divitlcd the three 
rdrnu'r, hut the hirfishedid not divide. After 
rVspudi, before he Iniilt his altar», where the 
birds of p\‘V few about as dofirous of blood, 
a disinc came to him, declaring that 

tiieir neighbours would be grievous to his pol- 
n'rity,”Avhcn they fliould be in Egypt, for 
'[■four hundred yeans; during which time 
they li'.ould he aflliclcd, hut afterward fliould 
('verc(»mc their enemies, fliould conquer the 
(ianaanites in war, and pofl'efs themfelves of. 
their land, and of their cities. 

4. Now Abrani dwelt near the Oak called 
Oy-pua ; tlic place belongs to Canaan, not far 
fonu the <ity of Hchion. But being uncafy 
, ; hi-, wife’s h.u'icunefs, he intreated God to ' 
that he might have male ilfne; and God ■ 

. cgulrcd of him to he of gt>od courage; and 
1:;:^^, that lie would add to all the benehts that 
fie had heflowed upon liim, ever fmee he led 
niin out of Mofopotaird.i, the gift of children, 
.kceordingl) Sarai, at (hod’scommand, brougiit ’ 
to his bed one of licr haud-niaidens, a woman 
of Egyptian defeent, in order to obtain child- 
l cn ])y tier ; and when this hand-maid was with 
eliihk flic triumjihed, and ventured to aliVont 
harai, as if the dominion were to come to a 
fon to lie born of her. But when Abram r;v 
figncd her into the hands of Sarai, to punifli 
her, flic contrived to fly away, as not able to 
I)ear the inftances of Sand’s feverity to her ; 
and flic intreated God to have compaflion on 
licr. Now a div'm^ Jivge! met her, as Ihe was 
going forward in the wildeniefs, and bid her 
return to her mafler and millrefs, for if flie 
would fubmit to that wile advice, flie would ' 
•Jive better hereafter ; for that the reafon of her ‘ 
"being in fuch a mlferahle cafe was this, that j 
file had been ungrateful and arrogant towards j 
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licr miftrefs. He alfo told her, that if flie dif- 
obeyed God, and went 011 Hill in her vray, flie 
fluni’d perifli : iiut if fl'c would return liack, 
flic ihould become the inotl'er of a fon, who 
fliould reign over that c<-untrv. "I'lierc admo¬ 
nitions Ihe obeyed, and returned to her inafter 
and miftrefs, and obtained forgivenefs. A 
little while afterwards, flic hare If'rnael, whicli 
may be interpreted. Heard of God, hecaulc 
God had heard liis mother’s jiraycr. . 

5. TII K forc-mentioned fon was horn to 
Abram ivhen he was cighty-fiM years old : But 
when he was ninety-nine, God iqipcMred to 
him, and promifed him, that he ihoiild, have 
a fon by Sarai, and commanded tint liis name 
fliould be Ijaac ; and Ihewcd him, that fsom 
this fon fliould fpiing great nations and kings, 
and that they fliould obtain all the land of Ca¬ 
naan by war, from Sidon to Egypt. But I'c 
charged him, in order to keej) his pofleritv 
unmixt wdth others, tliat tlicy fliould he cir- 
cuincilcd in the flcfli of tlieir lorc-ncin, and 
that this fliould lie done on the eighth day 
I after they were horn : I’hc rc.flon oi I' lflch 
j circumcilion, I will explafln in another pf.ce. 

’1 And Abram enquiring alfo conccrrfuvg juiiad, 
j whether lie fliould live or not, (Jod Ifguihed 
j to him, that he Ihould li ve to he very old, and 
i ihould he the father of great nations ; Abram 
; therefore gave thanks to God for thole blcf- 
I lings ; and then he, and all Lia-famik.g with 
i his fon Ifmael, were circurncifed immedi flely ; 

[ the foil being that day chirtcen years of age. 
j and he ninety-nine. 

i - . . . . , n ...l . .n ... - 

j C H A P. XL 

! How God overthrew the Nation of ll'C hodoirdes^ 
j out of his Wrath againjl them for lin'ir 

§ I. \ BOUT this time the Sodomites grew 
proud, on account of their riches 

and 


* It is worth noting here, that Goit required no other 
fticnfte'^ uiulcr the law of Mofes, than what were taken 
from tlicfe fire kinds (tf animals which he liere required of 
Abram. Nor did the Jews Iced upon any other domcllic 


h animals than the three here named, as P.elanJ obferves 
i on Antiq. B. IV. ch. iv. ^ 4. 

f As to tliis allliction of Abraham’s pollerity for 400 
j yeais, fee Antiq. B. II. th. ix. § i. 
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n'-.,'! e>-ca!: ■•.vca!':}i : tlicy became unjufl. towards 
mi.n, and iuipionft towards God, infomuch that 
tlicy did not cai! to mind the advantages they 
received from him : tliey-hated ftrangers, and 
abided thcmlclvw, with Sodomiticai practices.' 
God w;u llicreiorc %nuch difplealed at them, 
and determined to punifh them for their pride, 
and to ovcrtlirciw their city, and to lay wailc 
their country, until there Ihould neither plant 
nor iruit grow out of it. 

2. AVurN God had thus refolvcd concern- 
seg tiic Sociomites, Abraham, as he fat hy the 

)(iit C^J Hambiv, at the door of his tent, faw 
, three angels; and thinking them to be ifran- 
Irera, he role up, and fainted them, and dchr- 
ed they ivoidJ accept of an entertainment, and 
ah'ide with him; to which, when they agreed, 
he ordered cakes of meal to be made prefent- 
ly ; .md when they had flain a calf, he roaded 
iit, rnd brnnglit it to them, as they fat under 
tltc Oak. No'vv tln-y mad a diew of eating-; ' 
and !:cl)dcs, th.cy allied him about his wife Sa¬ 
rah, wlu-rc ili-e was ? and when he faid, Ihc 
was wiiiii)'!, they faid, they fliould come a- 
gaiii h'oealier, ;md lind her become a mother. 

I I p,on \v iucli the woman laug;hed, and faid, that 
it v.ae; impohihlelhc fhcuildbcar children, lince 
ihe was nln-ety yem's of age, and her hidband 
wts an hur.dred. 'Incu they concealed them- 
ie]\<c.s no longer, bat dedared that they vrcrc 
Ansrdh of Go;!; and that one of tb.cm W'as fent 
to ii 1^1 mill cm about the child, and two for 
iJij overthrow of Sodom. 

3, \V n t-'.N Abraham heard this, he w^as grie¬ 
ved f '.r tl;e Sodomite:;; and he rofe up, and 
hciuught God for them, and entreated him that 
lie would not delln’v the righteous rvith the 
A', icked. Aiul wlicn God had replied, .That 
tint tiicre was no good man among the Sodo¬ 
mites ; for if there were but ten fuch men 

# 

* 'Itv'l’,.- t ,.t as dii’y arc cauctl, CcJi. yix. 

IT,—! 1. I',.,;- !:! In- f., llil ,1, becauir tlicy were bcubthfl 
to Lot', flunijj,!, itot married to tlifin. See 

iioU' on An;H|. 1!. XtA'. eb. xiii. ^ l. 

t>r tiic War, S. rV. e'l.ip. viii. ^4. 

I 'i ii //,'/-;• of f'It v. as, we Ice here, ftandiiin in the 
clf-'os of],if j'hv;s, a ad hr f-cn it. Thai it was tUiHllng 
t'.i i i,b attdtcd 'O' hy Ldciiiciit of Rome* cumcir,porary 
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among them, he would not punifh any of tlicm 
for their fms, Abraham held his peace. And 
the angels came to the city of t!ie Sodomites, 
and Lot entreated them to accept ofm lodging 
with him for he was a very geucre.us and 
hofpltablc man, and one tlfat bad learned to 
iruitatc the fguodnei'sof Altraltam. N.ow wb-a. 
the Sodomites law the ) oung men.’’ to Ive of 
licaatiful countenances, and thi.sn’b an ex).!:r:vi'- 
dinarv degree, and that tliev took no ibeir 
lodgings w'ith Lot, th.ey refolvcd themfe-lvcs t- 
enjoy tbofe beautiful boys by I’orce and vi---- 
iemee; and when Let cxliorted tbeju to f -bri- 
ety, and not to offer any thing irnmodell, to 
tlic ftvangers, but to have'regard to tlmir lodg¬ 
ing inhishouff ; and promifed, that iftheirlv- 
clination would not he. governed, he woult! cx- 
pofe Ills daughters to their lull, inllcad c'f ti.'c 
lirangc’s,; neither thus were they iruidc a- 
Ihamed. 

4. But G'od was much difplealed at t 4 i.'lr 
impudent behaviour,fo that he both fmote tin G 
men with blindnelk, and condemned the ' • 
domites to - unlvcrlkl detlrudion. Bin i.'C, 
upon God’s informing Iiim of the futme dr- 
‘llrii'llisOn of the Sodomites, went aw’av, takiiig 
with him his wife, and daughters, who wt:rc 
two, anti ftill virginsfor thofe that -were 
j 'betrothed to them were above the though!;-; 

I of going, and deemed that Imt's words were 
tripling. God llien call a thunderbolt up.on 
the city, and fet it on lipe, wnth its inha¬ 
bitant;; ; and laid waftp the country with the 
like burning, 9s I focfncrly faid when I wn-ote 
the t f-cm^ilh 'w^ar. But Lot’s wdfe continuallv 
turning hack to view the city, as llic went 
from it, and being too nicely inquilitivc '\vh.;<: 
w'ould become of it, although God had lo.r- 
bidden her fo to do, was changed into a .j; pi'- 

lar 

• < 

wiili jofephns ; as allb dial it wa'i fo in tbe next ccntiirv, 
is nttclled by Irenitais, with tiic ailditioii of an iiypothcfi;', 
liow jf came to lafl fo long, with all its incinb' r.i entire.— 
'Wl'ethcr the account tliat fonic modern traveUcis give he 
ttup, that it Is tlill Handing, I do not know. Its remote 
fitnatlon, at the utittoft fouthern point of the fcao^ .'.lodom, 
in the '-vild 'and dangerous defarts of Arabia, uiRhes it ex¬ 
ceeding 
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lar of fait: For I have feen it, and It remains ; 
at this day. Now he and his daughters fled ! 
to a certain finall place, encompafled with the | 
tire, zptd I'ettlcd in it; If is to this day called j 
Zoar '-^iox that is the word which the Hebrews ' 
'uiinfor a [mail thing. There it was that he I 
Fved a inift'rable life, on account jof his having 
no cT)n’r}>ayv, and his want of provifions. 

5. Bu r liS-daughters thinking that all man¬ 
kind were deftroyed,* approached to their fa- 
ither, 'liiough taking care not to be perceived. 
This they did, tha^ human kind might not 
utterly fail ; And they bare fons; the fon 
of tlic elder was named Moab^ which de¬ 
notes one derived from his father; the younger 
bare Ammon,, which name denotes one derived 
from a kinfman. Idie former of whom was the 
hither of the Moabites, which is even ftill a 
great nation; the latter was the father of the 
Ammonites ; and both of them are inhabitants 
of Ccle-Syria. And fuch was the departure of 
Ai-f from among the Sodomites. 

'n * 


CHAP. XII. 


Concerning Ahimclcch ; concerning Ifmnel,, the 
Son off Abraham ; and concerning the Ara¬ 
bians,^ ivhich were bis Pojlertty. 


§ I. A BRAHAM now removed to Gerar 
of Paleftine, leading Sarah along 
w^ith him, under the notion of his filler, ufing 
the like dilTimulation that he had ufed before, 
and this out of fear ; For he was afraid of Abi- 
mclech, the king of that country, who did alfo 
hiinfclf fall in love with Sarah, and was dif- 
pofed to corrupt her; but he was reftrained 


from fatisfying his lull by a dangerous diiici! - 
per, which befel him from God. Now v. hc.u 
his phylicians delpaired of cining him, he fell 
allcep, and law a drerm, warning him not to 
abufe the ftranger’s wife ; and wlien he reco-. 
vered, he told his friends, that God had in- 
flidled that difcai'e upon him, liy way of punifh- 
ment for his in jury to the ftrangcr; and in or¬ 
der to prefenm the chaftity of his wife, for 
that fhe did not accompany him as his idler, 
hut as his legitimate wife; and that God had 
promifed to be gracious to him for the time to 
come, if this perfon be once fcciirc of his wife’s 
chaftity. When he had faid this, hy tlie ad¬ 
vice of his friends, be fent for Abraham, and 
bid him not be concerned ahciu his wife, or 
fear the corruption of her chaftity,; for that 
God took care of him, and that it was by his 
providence that he received his 'wife again, 
without her fufFcring any abufe. And he ap¬ 
pealed to God, and to his wife’s confelcnce ; 
and faid, that he liad not had any inclination 
at firft to enjoy her, if he had knowm fhc was 
his wife ; but fince, faid he, tliou IciH’t i.er 
about as thy fiftcr, I was guilty of no oITcnre, 
He alfo intreated him to be at peace rvith him ; 
and to make God pnipitious to him ; And th.at 
if he thought fit to continue with him, lie 
fhould have what he wanted in abunclan^ic , 
but that if he dcf’gned to go away, he Ihould 
be honourably conduclcd, andjiavc wdiaifo- 
ever fupply he wanted when he dlrhiS tliillier. 
Upon his faying this, Abraham told him, that 
his pretence of kindred to his wife wms no lie, 
becaufe fhe was his brother’s daughter ; and 
that he did not think himfelf fafe in his travels 

abroad 


ceeiling difficult for inquifitive travellers to examine tfie 
place; and for common reports of country people, at a 
diflancc, they are not very fatisfaflory. In the mean 
time, I have no opinion of Lc Clerc’s difiertation or hy- 
poth 'fl ; about tl.'.s quellion, which can only be determin¬ 
ed by ''ye-witncfles. When Chriftian princes, fo called, 
lay afide tlieir fooHlh and unchriftian wars and qttarrds, 
.-'’id fend a body of fit perfons to travel over the Eaft, and 
hiiny us faithful accounts of all ancient monuments, -and 
us copies of all ancient records, at prefent loft 
amoiig us, we may hope for full fatisfadion in fuch en- 
quii ie.s; hut hardly before. 

No. IL 


I fee no proper vi ieked ink'titinn in tliefe diugliters 
of Lot, when, in a cafe which appeared to them of un¬ 
avoidable nereffitv, they procured thcmfclve: to he with 
child by their father. Without fuch an uii.ivouial Iv nc- 
eeffity, mcefl is an lioirid crime ; but v Iietlicr in fmh a 
cafe of nereffiry, as they apptelitrii;!eii ibis t:> bt. accod¬ 
ing to Jofepliu.s, it wa.s ary fuch (rime, i .;rr. mi bin’s- 
fied. In the mean f.me, rliOir making rhedr f.i'Iier drnnl:, 
and their folicitoiis con'-ealmerit of wbaf ihcy did fioin 
hifln, fhews tl.at they deipairi’d oi, pcifiiading iiim to an 
aiftion, which, at the heft, could not‘hut be very htipi- 
cious and fhoeking to fo good a man. 

F 
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ab'T) la Witliont this fort of diffitniilation ; and 
that ho was not the caxife of his dihemper, but 
v.MS oitly folicitoiis for his own fafcty : llc'faid 
alio, diat lie was ready to hay with lum. 
Whercupoa Abimclech adiyiied him laud, and 
money ; and they covenanted to live toj^ctlicr 
without guile, and took an oath at a certain 
well, called /hav/ljrA;, v/hich may be interpret¬ 
ed, The well of the oath : And lo it is named 
by the jieoplc of the country unto this day. 

1 . Now in a little time Abraham had a fon 
by Sarali, as Clod liad foretold to him, whom 
he named ijanc^ which hgnifics laughter. And 
invleed they i'o called him, iiecaufc Sarah laughed 
when ^God laid that fhe Ihould bear a fon, fhc 
not expedling fuch a thing, as being part the 
age of cliild-bcaring, for Ihe was ninety years 
old, and Abraham an hundred ; fo that this fon 
was born to them both in the la ft year of eacli 
of thofe decimal numbers. And they circum- 
cifed him upon the eighth day: And from that 
lime tlie Jews continue the euftom of circum- 
ciling their Tons within that number of days. 
But as for the Arabians, they circumcife after 
the thirteenth year, beeaufe Ifmael, the founder 
of their nation, who was born to Abraham of 
the concubine, was cirenmeifed at that age ; 

, (['oncerning whom I will prefently give a parti- 
cul;ir account with great cxadnels. 

3. As for Sarah, Ihe at llrft loved Ifmael, 
who w;!s born, of her own handmaid Hagar, 
with airalicttion not inferior to that of her own 
fon, for tie was ii; ought up in order to fucceed 
in the government; But wlicn flic herfelf had 
born Ifaac, flie was not willing that Ifmael 
fliould be brought up witli him, as being too 

* If is well worth ohfervation, that Jofeplius here calls 
that principal angel, who appearcil to Ahraham, and fore¬ 
told the hirth of If.i.ic, direCll)' God; which language of 
jofcplius here, ]ire])arc8 us to believe thofe other expref- 
ilons of his, that Jd'u ‘w.w a wifi man^ if it be lawful to 
rail him it lu.iu, Antiq. 15 . XVIII. eh. iii. J. 3. and 
of God, fbr ir^id, in his homily conecriiing Hades, may 
be hot!) g'.Mi'.ine. Nor is the other expreffion of divine 
Am’fi, uLd pivfcnrly, andhefoic, alfo of any other ligni- 
fientloii. 

% Jofcplius licrc calls Ifmael a young child or infant, 
though he was above 13 years of age; as judas calls liim- 
,felf and hit. brethren young men, when they were 47, and 


old for him, and able to do him injuries, when 
their father fliould be dead, Are therefore per- 
fuaded Abraliam to fend him and Ids motlicr tt. 
fume dihant country. Now, at tlic fnjl, he 
did not agree to what Sarah was fo /.caic-ys for, 
and thought it an Inftaiice of the grealefl b;u li,t- 
rity to fend ay/ay a t young chikl, and .a wq 
man, unprovided of nccelfaries ; but in length 
he agreed to it, beeaufe God was, j,dcafed vvi h 
what Sarah had determined: So he delivered 
Ilhmael to his mother, as not yet able tO‘go by 
liimfelf; and conunanded. her to take a bottle 
of water, and a loaf of bread, and fo to dcp;irt, 
and to take nccdfity for her guide. But as 
foon as her necclTary provifions failed, flic 
found-herfelf in an evil cafe; and when tl.e 
water was almoft fpent, flife laid the young 
child, who was ready to expire, under a hr 
tree, and went on farther, that fo he might die 
while flie was abfent. But a dvvhie Jlttgei 
came to her, and told her of a fountain hard 
by, and bid her take care, and bting up tl,ie 
child, beeaufe flie fliould be very happy by ri.- 
prefervation of Iflimael. She then took ccur- 
age, upon the profped of what was jironiifcd 
her, and meeting with feme fheplicids, by 
their care Ihe got clear of the dillreJi'es flic liad 
been in. 

4. When the lad was grown up, he marri¬ 
ed a wife, by birth an Egyptian, from whence 
the mother was herfelf derived originally. Of 
this wife were born to Ifhmael twelve fons, Na- 
baloth, Kedar, Abdeel, Mabfam, Idumas, Maf- 
niaos, Malfaos, Chodad, Theman, Jetur, Na- 
phefus, Kadmas. Tlicfe inhabited all the 

country 

he had tvi'o children, Antiq. B. II. chap. vi. § 8. and they 
■M'erc of much the fame age as is a damfcl of 1 2 years old 
called a little child, Mark v. 39,—42. five fcveral times. 
Herod alfo is faid by Jofephus to he a very young man at 
25. Bee the note 011 Antiq. B. XW. ciiap. ix. § 2. - 
and, Of the War, B. I. chap. x. And Aiitlobu-" 
\\xshliy\td. z very little child at 16 years of age, Antiq. 
B. XV. chap. ii. § 6, 7. Domitian is alfo called by him 
a very young child, when he went on his German expe¬ 
dition at about 18 years of age. Of the War, B. VII. chap, 
iv. § 2. Samfon’s wife, and Ruth, when they ..ere 
widows, are called children, Antftj. B. V. chap vui. 

§ 6. and chap. ix. J 2, 3. 
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cdijntry from Euplirafcs, to the Red Sea, and 
*c.'l!ed it Nabataie. They are an Arabian na- 
tionyy.')J name their tribc-s from thefe, botli be- 
tl'.cir own virtue, and bqcaufe ol the 


dii'-nitv of Abraham their fatlier. 


) 




C H A I\ XIIL 

'ConiTi'inji'r ]faac^ the legitimate Son of Abraham. 

OW Al)rabam greatly loved Ifeae, as 
being liis only begotten, and given 
to liim at the borders of old age, by the favour 
of God. The child alfo endeared bimielf to his 
jiarents ftill more, by the exercife of every vir¬ 
tue, and adhering to his duty to his parents, 
ar.d being zealous in the worlhip of God. A- 
I'rabam alfo placed his own happinel's wholly 
hi tb.i*^ profped:, that whetx he fliould die he 
tbouid leave this his fon in a fafe and fecure 
.ndiiion ,‘which accordingly he obtained, by 
Off will of God : Who being delirous to make 
an experiment of Abraham’s religious difpoii- 
iion towards bimldtV, appeared to him, and 
i ';nimcratc'd ail the blefllngs he had heftowed 
on liim; how he had made him funcrior to 
his enemies ; and that his fon Ifaac, who 
was the principal part ol his prelent happ.i- 
nels, was derived from him; and he laid, 
that he required this fon of his, as a facri- 
licc, and holy oblation. ” Aceordingly he 
commanded him to carry him to the mountain 
Moriah, and to build an altar, and olfer him 
for a burnt-offering upon it ; for that this 
w'ould bed manifcd his teligious difpolition to¬ 
wards him, if he preferred what was plcafing 
to God, before the prefervation of liis own fon. 

2. Now Abraham thought that it was not 
right to difobey God in any thing, but that he 
^ was obliged to ferve him in every circumllance 
of life, fince jHl creatures that live enjoy their 
life by his providence, and the kindnels he be- 

Note, diat hath licrc, asid Ileh. xi. 17. If.iac is called 
Ahjp h', ai’fi tmh’ hegott’n fvt, though he at the fame time had 
anofK:'. Ion Iflimael. The Scptuagiiit exprefs tlie true 
meaning, by rendering the text, the bclowd fov. 

;(■ Here is a plain error in the copies, v/liich fay, tliat 
■ JXiifL' David afterwards built the temple on this mount 


flows on them. Accordingly l:c ccnecalcd this 
command of God, and his own intent ions 
bout the Daughter of h’S fon, Irom hss wilc> 
as alfo from every one of his fc: vants, other- 
wile he Ihould have been hindered from his o- 
bedlence to God; and he took Ifaac, together 
with two of his fervants, and laying what 
things were necclTary for a facriuicc upon an 
a!s, he went away to the rnonntaiu._ Now (he 
two fervants went alonp; with him two days: 
but on the third day, as loon as he la\r the 
mountain, he left thole fervants, that were 
with him till then, in (he jdain, and having his 
fon alone with him, he came to the mountain. 
It was that mountain iqion which King David 
afterwards built jl the temple. Now they Irad 
brought with them every tlfmg necelfary for a 
facrihcc, excepting (he animal that was to be 
offered only. Now Ifaac was twemy-fivc years 
old. And ashexvas building tlte altar, ho aflc- 
cd his father, “■ What he was about to oiTeig 
lince (here was no animal there for an obla¬ 
tion I’o which it w'as anfwered, “ I’baf 
(Axl would provide himfelf au ohbinon,, lie 
being able to make a plentiful pro\'illon irir 
men out of -what they have not, and to de¬ 
prive others of what they already have, when., 
they put too much tfull thcpcia j that 
fore if God ploafed to he prclcnt and prr.pAi- 
uiis at this facrilicc, he would provide lilmfelx 
of an oblation.” 

,'5. As foon as tlT!; altar was prepared, and 
Abraham had laid on the wood, and all things 
were entirely ready, lie laid to liis fon, (,) 
fon, I poured out a vallnnmherof piayc's that 
I might have thee for my f-in ; when thou wait 
aame into the world, there was not long thar 
could conlrihute tliy fupporr, lorwiiieh I,v.;u 
not greatly folicitoiw, .'tor any thing wlKrii;i f 
thought myfelf iiappier than to fee th.-e gu w u 
up to man’s ellate, and that I might have thee, 


Moriiili, wlii'c it wvs rctt.'inl^ no o!!"'i Mm,' 'Ki'ii 
mon who built lliat icinoi :, ri-oeajMu ; ci'c it 

from Jofep])!!!.: For it \v.\: f i; ' ,:n .mi David, uiui aosSo- 
lomoii, who bull': (Iiv r,-/;V/r Mu 1 wc Ic-.un, 7 ixi'n. 
xxiv. 1 8, DV. I ChroJi, x;.i. bV. aad Auti-i. u. \ ii,., 
chat). ........ 
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at my death, the •rucceflbr to my dominion; But 
liuce it was by God’s will tliat I became ihy 
father,^hd it is now his will that I relinquifh 
thee, bear this confecralion to God with a ge¬ 
nerous mind; for I relign thee up to God, 
who lias thought fit now to require this telli- 
mony of honour to himfelf, on account of the 
favotu'she hath conferred on me, in being to me 
a flipporter and defender. Accordingly thou, 
my Ion, wilt now die, not in any commoa way 
of gt>ing out of the world, hut fent to God, the 
father of all men, before-hand, by thy own 
father, in the nature of a facrifice. 1 fuppofe 
he thinks thee w'orthy to get clear of this world, 
neither by a difeafe, neither by war, nor by any 
other fevere wa}^s, by whicli death ufually 
comes upon men, but lb that be will receive thy 
foG with prayers and holy offices of religion, 
and will place thee near to hirnfclf, and thou 
wilt there be to me a fuccourcr and fupporter in 
my old age; on wdiich account I principally 
brought thee up, and thou wilt therel)y procure 
me God for my ccinfortcr inllead of thyfelf.” 

4. Now Ifaac was of fach a generous dif- 
pol’tion, as became the fun of luc!» a father, 
and was plcaf-d with this tiifeourfe ; and faid, 
^<{ -worthy to be born at firft, 

fhould rejed. the determination of God 
and of his father, and ffiould not refign him- 
lelf np readily to both tlieir. plcafurcs, fmee it 
would have been, imjuft if he had not obeyed, 
even if his father alone had fo refolved.” So 
he went immediately to the altar to be facrificed., 
And the deed had Ixicn done if God had not 
oppofed it: For he called loudly to Abraham 
by his name, and forbad him.to Hay his fon ; 
andd'aid,, “ It was not out of a define of human 

* It ftemsbotJi here, arul in Godh parallel bkfijng to 
Jacob, cliap, xi.x. { i. tliat Jolcphus had yet no notion of 
the hidden iTic>)iung of that molt iniporfant and moll emi¬ 
nent promife, fn thy fvd pjull uU the fainUus of the earth be 
blejft’d. He faith ml vf feds, as of many ; but as of one : and 
to thy fil'd, otshiih is Chtifl. . Gdl. iii. i6. Nor i» it any 
■wonder, he being, I think’, as yet not a ChrilHam AHd 
had he been a Chiiftian, yet liiicc he .was to be furc, .’till 
the hatter part of hi* life, no mfcrc thaw an Ebionite Chri- 
ftiait, who above aih the apoftlcs rejcfled aiid tlcfpifeid St 
Paul, it would be no great wonder »f he .did not now fol- 
tow hi» uitcrpvctation., hn.the mean time, wc have in 
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Wood, that he was commanded to Hay his fon. 
nor was he willing that he fliould lx; taken 
away from him whom he had made ids f?ither, 
but to try the temper of his mind, whetif,-- 
would be obedient to fuch a command. Since 
therefore he rlow was huisficd as to 
crity, and the furprifmg readinefs Iw, ffiewed in 
this his piety, he was delighted 1n having be¬ 
llowed fuch blefficgs upon him; and / ’vat l\e 
would not be wanting in all fort of concern a- 
bout him, and in bcEowin^ other children upon 
him; and that Ms fon Ihould live to a vei ) 
great age; that he Ihould live an happy life, 
and bequeath a large principality to his chil¬ 
dren, who Ihould be gooc| and legitimate.” 
He forctoid alfo, that his family fliould increaic 
into many nations ; and that thofe * patriarchs 
Ihould leave behind them an everlafting name : 
that they fliould obtain the pofleflion of the 
land of Canaan, and be envied by all men. 
When God had faid this, he produced to tlubu 
a ram, which did not appear before, for tlfo, 
facrifice. So Abraham and K'aac receiving each 
other unexpedledly, and luiving obtained the 
promifes of fuch great bldfings, embraced one 
another; and when they had facrilieed, they 
returned to Sarah, and lived happily together, 
God affording them his affillance in all things 
they delired. 


CHAP. XIV. 

CoTicenimg Sarah, Abraham s Wife ; and bow 
Jhe ended her Days. 

^i.'^kTOW Sarah died a little while after, 
having lived one hundred and twenty- 

• feven 

in Authent. Rec* part I. p. 302. who charges his foils, 
“ To worthipthe feedof Judah, whp Ihould die for them 
ill ■vifiblc and invifible-wars •, and (hould be among them, 
an eternal* King.” Nor is that obfervation of a Yearned 
foreigner, of my acquaintance, to be defpifed, who takes 
notice, that as feeds in the plural mud fignifyfo 
feed in the Angular may lignify either poilcrity, or a Angle 
perfpn ; and that in this promife of all nations being h-py t 
in the feed of Abraham, or Ifaac, o' Jacob, fei*c.’*Tt u . 
lUap ufedin the Angular. To which I thall add, *nat it 
iSilvmetimes, as it were, paraphrafed by the fa of Abra¬ 
ham, the fou of David, (r’c. which is capable of no fuch 
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fevcn years. They hurled her in Hebron; the 
Ciaijaanitcs piibiicly aliowinp; them a b.urying- ' 
place l(Wiiich piece of ground Abraham bought 
f or hundred Ihelccls, of Ephrou, an inha¬ 
bitant of Hebron. And both Al^rahara and 
his. ^hfeendauts l)uilt themfelves fcpulchrcs in 
that ]>ikcc.' . 

' ___ ' 

' •" G H A P. XV. 

How ibe Nation of iho ‘Troglodytes were derived- 
from Abraham by Keturab. 

§ I. A BRA.HAM.after this married Keturah, 
£\. by wlium hx fons were horn to him, 
men of courage, and of fagacious minds; Zam- 
Iiran, and Jazar, and Madan, and Madian, and 
jofi!)ak, and Sous. Now the fans of Sous 
- .rcrc, Sa!)athan and Dadan. The fons of Da- 
dan were, Latufiin, and Alfur, and Luom. The 
of Madian were, Ephas,,and Ophren, and 
, pch, and Ebiias, and Eldas. Now for all 
fbcl'e Tons and prand-fons^^^braliam contrived 
to fetile them iit rolonies; and they toolc pof- 
I'eliion of Troglodytes, and the country, of Ara¬ 
bia the Happyy as far as it reaches to the Red . 
Sea. It is related of this Ophren, that lie made 
war againft Lybia, and took if; ,and that his.. 
grand-chiklfen,,.when they inhabited it, called, 
it from his name Africa,-. And indeed Alex¬ 
ander Polyhilfor gives his atteftation to what I 
here fay ; who fpeaks thus : “ Glcodemus the i 
prophet, who was idfo called iffri/r/Hwr,,who-; 
wrote an hijlory of the Jews, in agreement 
with the hiilory of Mofes, their,legiflator, re¬ 
lates, that there were many fons bdrn to Abra¬ 
ham by Keturah : Nay, he names three of them, 
Apher, and Surjm, and Japhran., That from , 
Surlni was the land of Affyria denominated \ 

. and that from .the other two, Apher and Ja- 
phran, the country.of Africa took its*name, 

* becaufe thefe-men were auxiliaries to Hercules 
w hen hh fought agairlft iLybia and Antaeus; 

' and :that Hercules married Aphra’s daughter, 

I ....and of her he begat a foh, Didorus*; and that 
So^on was his fon, from whom the barbar¬ 
ous people, called Sopb'acians, were denorai* 

- natedJ! _ 


OF THE 

C H A P. XVI. 

How Jfaac took RcbcLa to Wife, 

§i.'^JOAV when Abraham,, tlic fatlier of 
X X Ifaac, had rcfolvcj to take Rebeka, 
who w'^as grand-daughter to his brcither Nahor, • 
for a wnfc to his fon Ifaac, wdio ivas then about 
forty years old, he fent the ancientcit of his 
fervants to betroth lier, after he had cbliged 
him to give him the llrongcft affmances of Ins 
fidelity. Which alfurances were given after 
the manner following : They put-' each others , 
hands under each others thighs ; tlicn they | 
called upon God, as the witnels of what was 
to be done. He alfo .lent fuch prefenls to thofe 
that were, there, as were in efteem, on account 
that they either rarely or never, were feen in ! 
that county.. This fervant got thither not 
under a confidcrahle time ; for it requires much 
lime.to pafs through Mefopotamia, in which it 
is tedious travelling, both in winter, for the ^ 
depth of the clay, and in finnmer, for want of | 
water .; and befidcs this, for the robberies there 
committed, which are not to be avoided by 
travellers, but by caution before hand. How¬ 
ever, the fervant came to Haran.. And when 
he was in, the fuburhs, he met a confidcrahle 
number of maidens going to the water; he ‘ 
therefore prayed to Cod, that Rebeka rnlglit 
he found among them, or her whom Abraham 
fent him as his fervant to efpoufe ,t.o his fon, in 
cafe his' will were thkt this marriage fiioiild he 
confummated ; and that flie might be made 
known to him by this fign, that while others 
denied him water to drink, flic might give it. 
him.. ' 

2 v With this intention-he went to the well, 
and defired the maidens to give him feme a ca¬ 
ter .to drink: But. while the others refilled, on 
pretence - that they wanted it all - at home, and 
could fpare none for him,' one only of the com¬ 
pany rebuked them for their peevi/h bcha% iour i 
towards -the liranger ; and faid, ,What is there 
thkt you will ever communicate to .any body, 
wha-.have not fo much as given the man fome 
water ^ She then offered him watar in an ob¬ 
liging manner. And now . he began to hope ■ 
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Ms aTair would fuca^ed ; but defir- 

M14 ltdl to know the truth, he eomtTsend'ed her 
ior her "cnci'oiily and good-nature, that fhc 
did not ierupie to afh>rd a jidlieiency of 'water 
to ihoic that wanted it, though it colt her Ibiuc 
{tains to draw it; and afked. Who were her 
parents ? and wiihed them joy of luch a daugli- 
ter ; and mayell tiiou be elpocd'ed, laid he, to 
their huisfadfion, into the iamily of an agree- 
ab’e hufband, anti bring him legitimate chil- 
<!rcn. Nor did Ihc difdaiu to llhisfy his cn- 
tjuiries, hut told him her family. They, fays 
Ihc, call me ; my father was Bcthucl, 

Inii he is dead ; and Laban is my brother, who, 
togeti’.er with my mother, takes care of all our 
■* imily affdi's, and is the guardian f)f my vir¬ 
ginity. Wlieii the fervant heard this, he was 
very gjaJ at wliat had happened, and at what 
was told him, as perceiving that God had thus 
p'alidy dii'ct'tcd his journey; and producing 
ni ; iiiacelet",, and ibme other ornaments which 
’! w'is edLcmed decent for virgins to wear, he 
eivct'uen 10 the daml’cl by way of acknow- 
led_,a'imny and a;; a retvard for her kindnefs in 
;:T', ii'T; hdm water to drink ; Eying, It was but 
ptft t!iw i'he ihoukl have tliem, becaufe llie was 
f,.' nsr.ch more obliging than any of the reft. 
X'i'" dehred a!fo that he wonhi come and lodge 
ivfti; them, ftnee the approach of the night 
g:ve him net time to proceed farther. And 
;jrodmcmgTiis precious ornaments for women, 
hoc fiid, ^le dclired to truft them to none more 
i.ii'elv, tiian to fuch as ftie had ftiewcd herfelf 
to I)e ; and ihat he believed lie might guefs at 
the humanity of her mother and brother, that 
they 'wouM not be dlQleafed, from the virtue 
he found in her; for he would not be hurthen- 
li)inc, hut would pay the hire for his entertain¬ 
ment, and fpend his owm money. To wdiich 
Tne rc{)lied, That he guclled right as to the hu¬ 
manity of her parents ; but complained that 
ha IhouhJ think thevn fo parfimonious as- to 
take money ; for that he Ihould liave all on 
free coft : But fitc faid, ihc -wrould ftrft infonn 
her brother Liihan, and, if he gave her leave, 
(he would condud him in. 

' y. As ibon then as this was over, Arc intro¬ 


duced the ftranger ; and for the camels, the 
fervaniK of Laban brought them in, and took 
care of them, and he was himfelf .Ipo/ught in 
to ftippeiy by L.ahan. And, after ftfppcr, lie 
lays to him,I and to the mother of tlie danife', 
addrclling himlclf to her, “ Aliral^im is^ihc 
fon ot I crah, and a kin (man yolirs, lor 
Nahor, the grand-father of tlieff children, vva^ 
the brother of Abraliam, by both faj^hcr and 
mother ; upon which account he hath jent n^ ^ 
to you, iieing delirous K) take tills damft! foi 
his fon to wile. He is his legitimate Ion ; and 
is brought up as his only heir. He cculd in¬ 
deed have had the moft luippy of all tlw 
wmmen in that country for him, but he wciuld 
not have his Ion marry any of them ; hut f'U: 
of regard to his own relation's, he defired n 
match him here, whofe affection and im'liu.i- 
tion 1 would not have you ddpilc ; ibr it wa-^ 

I by the good plcafurc of God, 'ihat other accb 
dents fell out in my journey, and that th^i: ’ 
by 1 light upon your daughter, and your Indi'S^; 
for 'W'hen 1 was ne.'v to tlie citv, 1 law a gie.u 
many maidens coming to a well, and I })rav- 
ed that I might meet-wnth tliis damfd, vftiich 
has come to paE accordingly. Do you there¬ 
fore confirm that marriage, 'vduife cljioufals 
have been already made by a divine appear¬ 
ance ; and Ibew the refpccl you have for 
Abraham, who has fent me with fo much fo- 
licitude, in giving your confent to the marriage 
of this damfel.” Upon this they underfood 
it to be the will of God, and greatly approv¬ 
ed of the offer, and fent their daughter, as wnas 
defired. Accordingly Ifaac married her, the 
inheritance being now come to him ; for the 
children by Keturah were gone to their owm 
remote habitations. 

CHAP. XVII. 

Concerning the Death of Jbraham. 

§ I. A Little while after this Abraham died. 

He was a man offtncomparable. vir. 
tue, and honoured by God in a manner /gi'ee- 

able 
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able to his piety tow.srds him. The whole 
time of his life was one hundred feventy and 
h'A- years ; and he was hurled in Hebron, with 
his wife Sarah, bv their funs Ifaac and Ilhmael. 

^ _ 

- -- 

C II A P. XVIII. I 

Couccnimg ,■ V of Ifaac, Kfau, a 7 id yacoh. 
Of their Nativity and Kducation. 

Ifaac’s wife proved with child, 

* after the death of Abraham ; and 
when her belly was greatly burdened, Ifaac 
was very anxious, and enquired of God ; wlro 
anfvvcred, I'hat Rebeka Ihould bear twins; 
and that two nations fliotdd take the names of 
thofe fons ; and that he who appeared the fe- 
l ond, (hould excel the elder. Accordingly flie, 
in a little time, as God had foretold, bare 
; a’ik ; the elder of whom, from liis head to 
; feet, was very rough and hairy ; but the 
.'ojitiger took hold of his heel as they were 
in dec birth. Now the father loved the elder, 
\/iu) was called Efau, a name agreeable to his 
runghnrfs, for the Flebrews call fuch an hairy 
roiiybncfs J [Elau, or] Scar ; but Jacob, the 
younger, was belt loved by his mother. 

2. ■ When there was a famine in the land, 
Ifaac refolved to go into Egypt, the land there 
being good ; but he went to Gerar, as God 
commanded him. Here Abimelech the king 
received him, becaufe Abraham had formerly 
lived with him, and had been his friend : 
And as in the beginning he treated him ex¬ 
ceeding kindly, fo he was hindered from con¬ 
tinuing ill the fame difpolition to the end, by 
his envy at him ; for Avhen he faw that God 
was with Ifaac, and took fuch great care of | 
him, he drove him away from him. But j 
Ifaac, when he faw how envy had changed j 
jfhe temper of Abimelech, retired to a place 
.. c alled "The Valley, not far from Gerar; and as 
' lie -evas digging a w^ell, the Ihepherds fell upon 

* TIic l;irth of Jacob and Efau is here (aid to be rfi'i 
rHirii/.’O. ’’r. (teeth ; it fhould have been after Sarah’s death. 
iliT’oVer of the narrabon in Gencfis, not always exactly 
) ticeordiag to the order of time, fceuis to have led Jufe- | 


Iiirn, and began to fght, In order to hirmir 
the work, and bccaulc he did not deiiic to 
contend, the Ihepherds feemed to get the bet¬ 
ter of him, fo he lUH retired, and dug another 
wcjll ; and when certain oilier ffieplioids of A- 
bimclcch began to oiler him violcuce, he Icf*: 
that aU'o, and Hill retired, thus purcdialiug fc- 
enrity to himfclf by a rational and pruden'L 
conducl. At length the king gave him leave 
to dig a well, witlioiit dillurbance : He n.iiued 
this well Rehohotb, wbicli denotes a laryc face ; 
but of the former wells, one was called I'.f on, 
which denotes Jlrifc. ; the other Sitentu, whielx 
name ftgnilics enmity. 

3. It was now that Ifaac’s affairs incrcafcj, 
and his power was in a flourIl]iing coiid’uion ; 
and this from his great riches. But Ablineleth 
thinking Ifaac throve in oppolition to him, 
while their living together made them lufpici- 
ous of each other,, and Ifaac’s retiring (ben veg 
a fecret enmity alfo, he was afraid that his for¬ 
mer frlendlhlp with llaac would not ieeurc him, 
if llaac Ihould endeavour to revenge tiie iu- 
juries lie had formerly offered him ; he ihciv- 
fore renewed his friendihip with Iiim, and 
brought with him Pliiloe, one of Ms gynic’ als . 
And when he had obtained every thing he dc~ 
fired, by reafon of Ilaac’s good nature, wlnv 
preferred the earlier fri'andfliip Abimelech hat]/' 
Ihewcd to bimfelf and liis father, to his laAttr 
wrath againft him, be returned home. 

4. Now when Efau, one of the fons of 
Ifaac, whom the father principally loved, wa.Y 
lunv come to the age of forty years, he married 
Adah, the daughter of Hclon, and Aholiba- 
mah, the daughter of' Efebeon ; which lielon 
and Efebeon were great lords among tlic Ga- 
naanites, thereby taking upon Jiimfelf tlic au¬ 
thority, and pretending to Jiavc dominion over 
his own marriages, without fo much as afking 
the advice of his father ; for had Il'aac bccii 
the arbitrator, he liad not given him leave lo¬ 
in any ,' 

pbus into it, as Dr Itcrnarcl ('bferves Jicrc. . 

J For Seir, in Jofcplms, ibc icquir.'s t!;at 

wc rcadi-J^w, or Scir, which lignily the func thing. 
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marry thus, for he was not pleafed with con- 
tra£ling any alliance with the people of that 
country j but not caring to be uneafy to his fon, 
by commanding him to put away ijhcfc wives, 
he refolved to be filent, 

5. But when he was old, and could not fee 
at all, he called Efau to him, and told him, 
"That befides his blindnefs, and the diforda* of 
his eyes, his'very old age hindered him from 
his worfliip of God t{hy fecrifice] he bid him 
therefore to go out a hunting, and when he had 
caught as much venifon as he could, to prepare 
him a * fupper, that after this he might make 
fupplication to Qod to be to him a fupporter 
and an affifter, during the whole time of his 
life; faying, that it was uncertain when he 
Ihould die, and that he was defiroUvS, by his 
prayers for liim, to procure, before-hand,’ God 
to be merciful to him. 

6. Accordingly Efau went out a hunting. 
But f^Rcbeka thinking it proper to have the 
fupplication made for obtaining the favour of 
God to Jacob, and that without the confent of 
Ifaac, bid him kill kids of the goats, and pre¬ 
pare a fupper: So Jacob obeyed his mother, 
according to all her inftruftions. Now when 
the fupper was got ready, he took a goat’s (kin, 
and put it about his arm, that by reafon of its 

N^airy rouglinefs he might, by his father, be be¬ 
lieved to be Efau ; for they being twins, and in 

* This Tupper of favory meat, as Vfe call it, Gen. xxvii. 
4. to be caught by hunting, was intended plainly for a 
fclliv.d or a facrifice j and upon the prayers that were 
ficqucui at iaerilices, ITaac expcTed, as was then ufual 
in Inch endnent e.ifcs, that .a divine impulfe would come 
tipon him, in order to the folemn bkfling of his fon 
there prefent, ami his foretelling his future behaviour 
and fo’ tune. Whence it mull be, that when Ifaac had 
unwittingly blcfled Jacob, and was afterward made fen- 
fibic of his inillake, yet did he not attempt to alter it, 
how earnclUy foever his affe(fdioJi for Efau might incline 
him to willi it might he altered, becaufe he knew that 
this bleffing came not from hiinfelf, but from God, and 
that an alteration Was out of ,hi« power. A fecond af- 

. flatus then came upon him, und enabled him to forctel 
Efau’s futute behaviour and fortune alfo. 

f Whether Jacob or bis moilier Rebeka were mod 
blanieabic in this inipofition upon Ifaac in his old age, 1 
cannot determine. However, the blcfling being deliver¬ 
ed as a prediflion of future events, by a divine impulfe, 
and foretelling things to befal to the pofterity of J.acob 
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all things olfe alike, differed only In this thin 
This was done out of Ins fear, that before ii 
father had made his fupplications, he fhould 1 
caught in his evil praftice, and left he flioul 
on the contrary, provoke his fatherV;^) cur 
him. So'^bc brought in the fupper to Jiisr'f 
ther. Ifaai perceivirjg, by the peculiarity ■ 
his voice, who he was, called his fort iiii 
who gave him his hand, which was coveia 
with the goat’s fkin. When Ifaac felt flui 
be faid “ Thy voice is like the voice (n Jaco' 
yet becaufe of the thicknefs of thy hair, the 
ieemeft to be Efau.” So fufpe£ting no deed 
he eat the I'upper, and betook himfdf to h 
prayers and interceflions with God ; and liiic, 
“ O Lord of all ages, and Creator of all fub- 
-ftance ; (for it was thou that did ft propofe tc 
my father gre%t plenty of good things ; anc 
haft vouchfafed to beftow on me what 
have, and haft promlfed to my pofterity t 
be their kind fupporter, and to beftow o 
them ftill greater bleffmgs) do. thou thyp 
fore confirm thefe thy promiics, and do/^( 
overlook me, becaufe of mv prefent weak co; 
dition, on account of which 1 more earncfll 
pray to thee. Be gracious to this iny Ibn 
and preferve him, and keep him from ever 
thing that is evil. Give him an happy lifi 
and the poffefiion of as many good tiurxgs i 

til 

aud Efau in future ages, was for certain pvcividenti.il 
and according to what Rebeka knew to be tlie pur|.ui 
of God, when he anfwered her enquiry, hfore ihr chu 
dreti Hvere bout, Gen. xxv. 23. that oae ptoplc JJjovld h 
Jlronger than the other people ; and the elder, Efau, jhoul 
\Jerve the younger, Jacob. Whether Ifaac knew or re 
I membered this old oracle, delivered in our copies, on!' 

I to Rebeka ; or whether if he knew and renicinbered it 
j he did not endeavour to alter the divine detertnination 
j out of his fondnefs for his elder and worfer fon Efau, ti 
I the damage of his younger and better fon Jacob j as Jo- 
; fephus elfewhere fuppofes, Antiq. 11 . IE eh. vii. 5 3, 
i I cannot certainly fay. If ib,- this might tempt Rebek^ 
; to contrive, and Jticob ) put this iiryiolition upon iiiin. 

’ However, Jofephtts'fays here, that it was Ifaac, and not 
I Rebeka, wlio enquired of God at full, and received tlie 
I fore-mentioned oracle, § i. which, if it be tlie true read¬ 
ing, renders Ifaac’s procedure more inexcufable : ..Nor 
w:wi it ]trobab!y any thing elfe that fo mueh 
Efau formerly to marry two Canaanitilli wives, itliout 
i his parent’s confent, as Ifaae’s unhappy fondnefs ihr him. 
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tliy power is able to bellow. Make. Itim ter- 
pii)le to his enemies, and honourable und be- 
lov^cd among his iVionds. 

y. did Ifaac pray to God, thinking 

wv^ers had becri made for Efpi. He had 
hot iuil hniihed rhem, when Eiau came in 
fro '•big. And when Ifaac perceived his 
midd:g he v'\xs lilcnt : But Efau required that 
h.c mii,ht be made partaker of the like bleffing 
flom *.rs father that his bfother had partook 
'<)f ; !>ut his father refufed it, becaufe all his 
pr.omrs had been fpent upon Jacob ; So Efau 
laineuted the mlftake. ITowever, his father 
being grieved at Ids weeping, faid, That “ he, 
ihould excel in hunting, and ftrength of body; 
in arms, and all fudi forts of work; and fhould 
obtain glory for ever on thofe accounts, he 
an,! his pollerity after him ; but ftill fboald 
?e: ve his brother. 

d. Now the mother delivered Jacob, when 
. ■ wn.s afraid that his brother would inflitl 

, e punilhment upon him, becaufe of the 
' idlikc about the prayers of Ifaac; for fhe 
perfu.uled her hufband to take a wife for Ja- 
I'ol) out of Mefopotamia, of her own kindred, 
Efau having married already Bafemmath, the 
daughter of Iflimael, without his father’s con- 
fent, for Ifaac did not like the Canaanites, fo 
that he difapproved of Efau’s former marriages, 
which made him take Bafemmath to wife, in 
order to pleafe him ; and indeed he had a great 
afledion for her. 


CHAP, XIX. 

c 

Concerning yacob' s Flight into Mefopotamia^ hy 
Rcafon of the Fear he was in of bis Brother. 

§ i*ll_yOW Jacob was fent by his mother 
^ JL X to Mefopotamia', in order to marry 
Laban, her brother’s daughter; (which mar- 
’ riage was permitted by Ifaac, on account of 
his obfequioufaefs to the deiires of his wife) 
and he accordingly journeyed through the land 
jcf Ca'aaan : and becaufe he hated the people 
f of tf^at country, he would not lodge with any 
of them, but took up his lodging in the open 


air, and laid his head on an heap of Itoius 
that he had gathered together. At which time 
he faw in his fleep fuch a vifion Handing by 
him : He feemed to Ice a ladder, that reached 
from the earth unto heaven, and perfons de- 
feending down the ladder that feemed more 
excellent than human ; aixd at laft God himfelf 
flood above it, and was plainly vifible to him, 
who calling, him by his name, fpake to him 
tN.fe words-; 

2. ** O Jacob, it is not fit for thee, who 
art the fon of a good father, and grand-fon of 
one who had obtained a great t^utation fot 
his eminent virtue, to be (feje(9)ed at thy pre- 
fent circumflances, but to hope for better times.; 
for thou (halt have great abundance, of all good 
■tilings, by my alEWance: For 1 brought Abraham 
hither, out <sf Mesopotamia, when he n’as 
■driven away by his kinfmen, and I made thy 
fatlicr an happy man ; nor will I bcflow a 
lelfer degree of liappinofs on thyfcdf: Be of 
good courage, therefore, and, under my cor- 
dud, proceed on in this thy journev ; for the 
marriage thou goeft fo /.eaiouny about fliall 
be confummated. And thou fhalt have chil¬ 
dren of good charaders, but their multitude 
fhall he innumerable ; and they fhall leave 
what they have to a ftill moie numerous 
terity, to whom, and to whofe pollerity, t 
give the dominion of all the land, and their 
pollerity fliall fill the entire earth and fca, fo 
for as the fun beholds them : But do not thou 
fear any danger, nor he afraid of the many la¬ 
bours thou mull undergo ; for hy my provi¬ 
dence I will dired thee what thou art to do in 
the time prefent, and ftill much more in the 
time to come.” 

3. Such were the predidions which Cod 
made to Jacob : Whereupon he became vey 
joyful at what he had fecn and heard ; and he 
poured oil on the ftones, becaufe on them the 
predidion of fuch great benefits was mode. 
He alfo vowed a vov/, that he wouKl offer 
facrifice upon them, if he lived, and returned 
fofe ; and if he came again in futh a condi¬ 
tion, he would give the tithe of what he had 

G gotten 
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gotten to God. lie alfo judged the place to 
be honourable, and gave it the name of Be¬ 
thel, •which, in the Greek, is interpreted, ’The 
Houfe of God. 

4. So he proceeded on his journey to Me- 
fopotainia, and at length came to Haran; and 
meeting with fhepherds in the fuburbs, with 
boys grown up, and maidens fitting about a 
certain well, he flayed with them, as wanting 
water to drink ; and beginning to difcou»fe 
with them, he afked them. Whether they 
knew fuch an one as Laban ? and whether 
he was ilill alive ? IMow they all faid they 
knew him, for he was not fo inconfidcrable 
a perfon as to be unknown to any of them ; 
and that his daughter fed her father’s flock to¬ 
gether with them ; and that indeed they -won¬ 
dered that Ihc was not yet come, for by her 
means thou mighteft learn more cxa£lly what¬ 
ever thou defireft to know about that family. 
While they were faying this, the damfel came, 
and the other fhepherds that came down along 
with her. Then they fhewed her Jacob, and 
told her, that he was a ftranger, who came to 
enquire about her father’s affairs. But flie, as 
plcafcd, after the cufiom of children, with Ja¬ 
cob’s coming, afked him, Who he was ? and 
whence he came to them ? and what it was he 
lackgj, that he came thither ? She alfo wifhed 
it might be in their power to fupply the wants 
he came about. 

5. But Jacob vm quite overcome, not fo 
much by their kindred, nor by that affection 
which might arife thence, as by his love to the 
damfel, and his furprife at her beauty, which 
was fo flourifliing, as few of the women of 
that age could vie with. He faid then, “ There 
is a relation between thee and me, elder than 
either thy or my births, if thou be the daughter 
of Laban : For Abraham was the fon of Te- 
rah, as well as Haran and Nahor. Of the 
laft of -whom, Nahor, Bethuel thy grand-father 
was the fon. Ifaac my father wa^ the fon of 
Abraham and of Sarah, who was the daughter 

* By this deprivation of the hingdom that was to he given 
Efait of God, as the fir(t-boni, it appears that Jolephua 
thought that a lingdom to he derived from God, was liue 
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of Haran. But there is a nearer and later ce¬ 
ment of mutual kindred which wc bare to 
one another ; for my mother Rebeka was hflcr 
to Laban thy father, both by the father 

and motheV'3 1 therefore and thou are canlTm- 
germans. And lam now come to fa lute you, 
and to renew that affinity which is jirw^ef be¬ 
tween ns.” Upon this the damfel, at the men¬ 
tion of Rebeka, as ufually happens to young 
perfons, wept, and that out of the lonclncis 
file had for her father,^ and embraced )acob, 
fhe having learned an account of Rebeka from 
her father, and knew that her parents loved 
to hear hei* named ; and when flie had fainted 
him, fhe faid. That “ he broiight the moll cle- 
firable and greateft pleafurd to her father, with 
all , their family, who was always mentioning 
his mother, and always thinking of her, and 
her alone; arid that this will make thee equal 
in his eyes to any advantageous circuinftanccs 
whatfoever.” Tlien (be bid him go to lu:r 
father, and follow her, while Are coming.'- d 
him to liim ; and not to deprive him of fucli a 
pleafure, by flaying ariy longer away from him, 

6 . When ffie had faid thus, fhe brought 
him to Laban : and being owned by, -his un- 
; cle, he was fecure himfelf, as being among his 
j friends; and he brought a great deal of plca- 
fure to them by his unexpeded coming. But 
a little while afterward Laban told him, that 
he could not exprefs in words the joy he had 
at his coming: but flill he cnquii'ed of him 
the oocaflon of his coming; and why he left 
his aged mother and father, when they wanted 
to be taken care of by him ; and that he would 
aflford him all the. afliftance he wanted. Then 
Jacob gave him an account of the whole oc- 
cafion of his journey, and told him, “ That 
Ifaac had two fons that were twins, himfelf 
and Efau ; who, becaufe he failed of his ffi- 
ther’s prayers, wjiich by his mother’s wifdom 
were put up for him, fought to kill him, as 
deprived of the kingdom which was * to be 

gi^cn 

to him whom Ifaac (hould blcfe a« his firfl,-horn,^liich 
I take to be that kingdom which was expeded under the 

Meffiaht 
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given him of God, and of the hleffings for 

Svhich their hither prayed ; and that this was 
the occafion of his coming hither, as his mo¬ 
ther commanded him to do ; For we are 
affrays he, brethren one to another, but our 
mother cfteems an alliance with your family, 
nul'rL- "ban Ihc does one with the families of 
tlie country ; fo 1 look upon yourfelf and God 
to ho tlic fuppoiters of my travels, and think 
inyfeTi fafe in my prefent circumftances.” 

y. Now Laban promifed to treat him with 
great humanity, both on account of his ancef- 
tors, and particularly for the fake of his mother, 
towards whom, he fai^^ he would fhew his 
kiiulnefs, even though fire were abfent, by ta¬ 
king care of him ; lor he allured him he M’^ould 
make him the head Ihepherd of his flock, and 
gi,ve him authority fulhcicnt for that purpofe; 
and when he Ihould have a mind to return to 
his parents, he would fend him back with pre^ 
IX'nt^, turd •this in as honourable a manner as 
y ■ nearnefs of their relation Ihould require. 
I'his Jacob heard gladly; and faid, he would 
willingly, and with.pleafure, undergo any fort 
of pains while he tarried with him^ but de- 
lired Rachel to wife, as the reward of thofe 
pains, who was not only on' other accounts 
efteemed by him, but alfo becaufe (he was the 
means of his coming to him ; for he faid; he 
was forced, by the love of the damfel, to make 
this propofal. Laban was wdll pleafed with 
this agreement, and cpnfented to give the dam-r 
fel to him, as not deflrous to meet with any 
better fon-in-law ; and faid, he would do this, | 
if he would ftay with him feme time, for he 
was not wdlHng to lend his daughter to.be 
among the Canaanites, for he repented of the 
alliance he had made already by marrying his 

, Mfjftahf who therefore was to be bOrn of hk poflerity 
whom Ifaac fhoiild fo blefs. Jacob, durcfore,,by obtain-^ 
in;i; this bleffmg'of the firft-boni, became the genuine 
licit of that kingdom,' in oppofitiou to Efau. 

Here w'e have the diference between faves for life,, 
and/crrw«/-r, fuch as we. now. hke for a time agreed 
tipor.- on both Tides, and difmifs again after the time con- 

'tnityed for is over/ which are no JJaves, but free men 
and V/vT 'Women, Accordingly, when the apoflolical eon- 
fUtutions forbid a clergyman ‘ to marry perpetual fervanis. 
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filler there. And when Jacob had given las 
confent to this, ho agreed to flay fev’en years ; 
for fl> many years he had refolvcd to Icrvc 
his father-in-law, that having given a fpeci- 
men of his virtue, it might be better known 
what fort' of a man he was. And Jacob ac- 
ccjiting of his terms, after the time was over 
he made the wedding feall; and when it was- 
night, without Jacob’s perceiving it, lie jmt his 
other daughter into bed to- him, who was both 
elder than Rachel, and of no comely coun¬ 
tenance Jacob lay with her that night, as 
being both in drink, and in the dark. Llow- 
ever, when it was day, he knew what had 
been done to him ; and he reproached Laban 
for his unfair proceeding with him : who alk- 
©d pardon for that neceflity which forced him, 
to do what he did ; for he did not give him 
Lea out of any ill delign, but as overcome by 
another greater necelTity : tliat, notwit hfianding 
this, nothing fliouich hinder him from marry¬ 
ing Rachel but that, when he had ferved an¬ 
other feven years, he would • give liim her 
whom he loved. Jacob fubmitted to this con¬ 
dition, for Iris love to the damfel did not per¬ 
mit him to do olhcrwift*; and when another ‘ 
feven years were gone, he took Rachel to wife. 

8 . Now each of' thefe Irad hand-maids, by 
their father’s donation. Zilpha was hancLinald 
to Lea, and Bilha to Rachel; Ity no means 
Haves, but however fuhje6t to their mlllrefles.* 
Now Lea was foreiy troubled at her hufliand’s 
-love to her After ; and Ihe expefted Ihe Ihould 
■be better efteemed if Ihe bare him children ; 
So fhe entreated God perpetually; and when 
Ihe had norne a Ion, and her hufband was on 
that accotmt better reconciled to her, flic named 

her 

or f^vexy B. VI. ch. x-. i'. it !,■; mcnui only of the former 
fort 5 as we learn, elfewltc i e from the f.ime confUtutioiis, 
ch. 47. Can. Ixxxii. But coneeruing thde (wc)vc fons of 
Jacob ; the reafons of their feveral naOic.s, atid ihe times . 
of their feveral hirtJi.s in the infena) here a/?igiied ; ihek 
feveral excellent charaCbers; their feveral faults, and re¬ 
pentance ; the feverai atcidciit.s of their lives-,' vrith their 
feveral prophecies at theirtlcaihs,~^feo the tcllamcnts of 
thefe twelve pairi.irchs, dill prcfCrved, at large, in the. 
Authent. Rec. part I. p. 294,—^443,,. 
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her fou Rcubei, Itecaufe God had had mercy 
upon her, in giving her a fon, for tliat is the 
lignification of this name. After feme time 
Ihe l)are three more fons ; Simeon, which name 
tignifics that God had hearkened to her prayer. 
Then Ihe bare Levi, the confirmer of their 
friendfhip. y\fter hiui was l>orn judah, which 
denotes thankfgiving. Bat RaclicI, fearing left 
the fruhfulnefs of her filler fhould make her- 
ll’if enjoy ‘a Icifer lliare of Jacob’s affedlions, 
put to bed to Jiim her hand-maid Bilha ; by 
whom Jacob had Dan ; One may interpret that 
name into the Greek tongue, a dhnne judge- 
And after him Nephthalim, us it were 
imconqucralde in Jlratagcms^ fincc Rachel tried 
to conquer the fruilfulnefs of her filler by this 
Jlralagevi. Accordingly Lea took the fame 
inctliod, and ufed a countcr-ftratagem to that 
of her lifter ; for Ihe put to bed to him her 
own liand-maid. Jacob therefore*had by Zil- 
t)ha a fon, wdiofe narnd was Gad, which ma^ 
he interpreted fortune: And after him Allier, 
wdiich may be called an happy mau^ becaufe he 
addctl glory to Lea. Now Reubel, the eldeft 
ion of Lea, brought apples of mandrakes to ! 
his mother. When Rachel favv them, llie de- | 
lired that llie would give her the apples, for j 
ihe lori'-'-ed to eat them But when Ihe refufed, i 
and''hid her be content that Ihe had deprived I 
her of the, lienevolence flic ought to have had j 
from her luilband, Rachel, in order to miti¬ 
gate her lifter’s anger, Ibid, flie would yield j 
her hnfband to her; and he fliould lie with 
licr that evening. Slie accepted of the favour, 
and Jacob llciit ivitli Lea, by the favour of 
Rachel. She bare then tliefe fons ; Ilfachar, 
denoting one horn by hire ; and Zahulon, one 
born as a pledge of benevolence towards hei'; 
and a daughter, Dina. After fomc time Rachel 
had a fon, named Jofeph, which fignified there 
Ihould be another added to him. 

9. Now Jacob fed the flocks of Laban his 
fathcr-in-lavv all tliis time, being twenty years, 

* I fiirmeily explained thefe mandrakes, as \vc, with 
llie ScptUjagiiaty/and Jofeplius, render the Hebrew word 
Dudaimi^m thii Syrian Main., with Ludclplius, Authen. 
Jltic. 'pOTFiL p. 420. But have fince feen fuch a very 
.prpbablejiil^couut in JMS. yf my learned friend Mr Sam. 


after which he dclired Jeave of his faihcr-in- 
law to take his wives arid go home ; but when 
his father-in-law would not give him leave, be 
contrived to do it fecretly. He in'tiKk trial 
therefore of*.,the difpofition of Ills Vvivcv*^ii; 
they thought of this journey. Wlrcn ibcv ap¬ 
peared glad, and approved of it, Racli4;;^'.;ok 
along with her the images of the gods, wiiiclt. 
according to their laws, they ufed to Vv’oibiin 
in their own country, and ran away, t 
with her fifter. The children alfo ol them 
both, and the hand-maids, and vrliat pt.fu Iboos 
they had, went along with them, fcob a'l'o 
drove away half the cattle, without Icuisig i a- 
ban know of it beforehand. But tlie tcai'on 
why Rachel took the images of the gods, ai~ 
though Jacob had taught her to dclpifc Juch 
worfhip of thofe gods, w^as this, that in taft; 
they were purfued, and taken by her fatlicr, 
fhe might have recourfe to thefe images, in 
order to obtain his pardon. 

10. But Labanj after one day’s time, i,,T 
ing acquainted with Jacob’s and his daughter. 
departure, was much troubled, and purfued 
after them, leading a band of men with him ; 
and on the feventh day overtook them, and 
found them refting on a certain hill; and then 
indeed he did not meddle with them, for it 
was even-tide: But God flood by him in a 
dream, and warned him to receive his ftin-in- 
lawq and his daughters, in a peaceable man¬ 
ner ; and not to venture upon any thing rafh- 
ly, or in wrath to them, but to make a league 
with Jacob. And he told him, that if.hc tie- 
fpifed their fmall rmmber, and attacked them 
in an hoftile manner, he w'ould himfelf afllrt 
them. When Laban had been thus forevrarn- 
cd by God, he called Jacob to him the next 
day, in order to treat with him, and fliev.ied 
him what dream he had ; in dependence where¬ 
on he came confidently to him^, and began to' 
accufe him, alledging that he had entertained 

him 

Barker, of what we ftill call mandrakes, and thcir_a,.. 
feriptions by the ancient naturalills and phyficians -^ 
inclines me to think thefe here mentioned were v.kally 
mandrakes, and no other. ? 
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him when he was poor, and in want of all worn i»e out with tliy liai-Ht commands, and 
"things, and had given him plenty of all things ; det:uned jnc twenty years under them. I’hat 
which he had : For, faid he, “ I have joined ! indeed which was re([uircd in order to my 
my daij^iters to tliee in marriage, and fnppofed i marrying thy daughters, liard as it was, I own 
•thor-riiy kindnefs to me v/oiild be greater than 'to have been tolerable; but as to thofe that 
bHiforc ; but thou haft had no regard to either ! were put upon me after ihoie marriagen, -they 
th v.Qvrn mother’s relation to me, nor to the : were woric, and inch indeed as rut enemy 
ai'inity now newly contraillcd between ns, nor would have avoidem.” for certainly Labatl 
to thofe wives whom thou baft married, rior 1 had ufed Jacob very ill : l or when he law 
•'o tlvnfe children of whom I am the grand- | that .God was aftifting to Jacob in all that he 
'fuher. Tiiou has treated me as an enemy, | defircd, he promiled him, (liat ol the young 
by driving away my cattle ; and by perfua- ! cattle which Ihotikl be born, lie niould have 
ding my daughters to run away from their ! lomctitncs what was ol a white colour, and 
father; and by carrying home thofe facred I fometimes what Ihould be of a black coiottr; 
])atcrnal images which were worfliipped by my | but v'^hen thole that came to Jacob’s (bare 
i'orerithcrs, and hitve been honoured with the ! proved numerous, he did not kecji liis iaith 
like worlhip, which they paid them, by my- I with him, but laid he would give litem to h'nn 
fclf. In Ihort, thou haft done this whiift thou i the next year, hccaufe of his envying him the 
wert niy kirdiiian, and my lifter’s fon, and the | multitude of his polleliions. He promiitd Jilin 
liidband of my daughters, and was hofpitably i as hclore, becuufc he thought Inch an iiicixalr 
treated liy me, and didft eat at my table.” , "was not to he exjiedcd ; hut wlictr it appeared 
■diln nc'iT lT.'iF<n had faid this, Jacob made his to he fadt, he deceived h.un. 

(ielciicc : “■ That he was not the only perfon i t* But then, as to the lacred image:;, he 
;,i wlioni God had implanted the love of his bid them fcarch for litem; and whcit laifiao. 

■‘u.ilivc e.ountry, but that he had made it natural accepted of the ofter, Raclicl being informed 

to all men ; and that therefore it was but I'ca- 
lonahle that, after lb long time, he Ihould go 
hack to it. But as to the prey, of whole dri¬ 
ving away tliou accufeft me, if any other per¬ 
fon were the arbitrator, thou wouldft be found jj not fuppoling that his daughter, i.i ci-- 

cumftanccs, would ajipro.tch to tliofe im;;gc: 
So lie made a league witli Jacob, and Ivv.m '” 
it l)y oaths, that he would not bear tiim miv 
malice on account C)f what had happened ; aufi 
Jacob made the like league, and prmr.iicd 't- 
love Laban’s daughters. And theic leagues 
they confirmed wdth oaths all'o, which the) 
made upon certain mountains, v.dicrcon tin y 
crefted a pillar, in the fortn of :in .dtar : 
Wdiencc that hill is called Gilau!; and Iron; 
thcnca; they call that land, The LanJ oj Cih'jJ 
at thifr:-day.«,. Now v.licn they Inn! ieailcd. al¬ 
ter the iptAuig of the league, Laban rcturm d 
home, 


in the wrong : For inftead of thofe thanks I 
ought to have had from tliee, for both keeping 
thy cattle, and increafing them, how is it that 
thou art tinjuftly angry at me becaufe 1 have 
taken, and have with me, a fmall portion of 
them ? But then, as to thy daughters, take 
notice, th:it it is not tlirotigh any evil practices 
of mine that they follow me in my return 
home, but from that juft affedtion which wives 
naturally have to their hufbands. Tliey fol¬ 
low, therefore, not fo properly myfcif, as their 
own children.'’ And thus far of his apology 
was made, in order to clear himfclf of having 
added unjuftly. To which he added his own 
-c/'mplaint and acenfation of Laban ; faying, 
While I was thy filler’s fon, and thou hadft 1 
.g 5 vc\ me thy dauglxter3 in marriage, thou haft 


01 It, put tnoie images into tnat c..mei i.nioie 
oil which Ihc rode, and fat upon it ; and laid, 
i that her natural purgation hindcicd her riling 
! in> : 'So Laban left olf fcarc'nimr auv liulk ;. 
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CHAP. XX. 

Concer 7 nug the Meeting of Jacob and Ifau. 

§i.]^OW as Jacob was proceeding on his 
journey to tlie land of Canaan, angels 
appeared to him, and iuggcllcd to him good 
hope of his future condition ; and that place he 
named, 'Tbe camp oj God. And being dclirous 
ot knowing what liis brother’s intentions were 
to him, he ient meffengers to give him an ex- 
a£t account of every thing, as being afraid, on 
account of the enmities between them. He 
charged thofe that were font to fay to Efau, 
that “ Jacob had thought it wrong to live to¬ 
gether with him, while lie was in anger againfl 
him, and fo Jiad gone out of the country ; and 
that he now, thinking the length of time of 
his ablcnce muff have made up their differences, 
was returning; That he brought with him his 
wives, and his children, with what pofTeffions 
he had gotten ; and delivered himfelf, with 
what was molt dear to him, into his hands ; 
and Ihould think it his greateft happincls to 
partake together with his brother of what God 
had bellowed on him.” So thefc meflengers 
told him this meflage. Upon which Efau was 
very glad, and met his brother with four hun¬ 
dred men. And Jacob, when he heard that 
he was coming to meet him with fuch a num¬ 
ber oi’ men, was greatly afraid; However, he 
committed his hope of deliverance to God; 
and conlidered hov7, in Ids prefent circumftan- 
ces, he might preferve Itimiclf, and thofe that 
were with hini, and overcome his enemies, if 
they attacked him injurioully. He therefore 
dilfributed his company into parts: Some he 
lent before the reft, and the others he ordered 
to come dole behind, that fo if the lirft were 
overpowered, when his brother attacked them, 
they might have thofe that followed as a refuge 
to fly iinto. ^nd when he had put his company 
in this order, he fent fome of them to carry 
prefents to his brother. The prefents were 
Id up of cattle, and a great number of four- 

be the proper meaning of the word 
aie Jerufalem analogy of the 
mjfin time, it is certain that the 


footed bea/tsi of many kinds, fuch as would b-e 
very acceptable to thofe that received th-em, on 
account of their rarity. Thole who were fent 
w'ent at certain intervals of fpace afuddor, that 
by followiug thick one after another, alrcy 
might appear to be the more numerous, that 
Elan might remit of his anger on acem-rut of 
thele prclentts, if he were ftill in a paffion. In- 
Itrudtions were alfo given to thofe that were 
fent to fpeak gently to him* ' 

2. When Jacob had^made thefe appoint¬ 

ments all the clay, and night came on, he mov¬ 
ed on with his company; and as they were 
gone over a certain river, called Jacob 

wnis left behind j and meeting with an angel, 
he wreftled with him, tlie aingel beginning the 
ftruggle ; but he prevailed over the angel ; who 
ufed a voice, and fpake to him in words, ex¬ 
horting him to be pleafed with what had hap¬ 
pened to him, and not to fuppol'e that his vic¬ 
tory was a fmall one, but that he had ovc7'comc 
a divine a 7 igel; and to clteem the vidtoiy as** 
fign of great bleffmgs that fhould come to liim ; 
and that his offspring fhould never fail; and that 
no man Ihould be too hard for his powmr. He 
alfo commanded him to he called * (fi'acl, 
which in the Hebrew tongue fignifies one that 
f niggled with the divine a 7 tgel. Thefe pro- 
mifes were made at the prayer of Jacob; for 
when he perceived him to be the angel of God, 
he defired he would fignify to him what Ihould 
befal him hereafter. And when the angel had 
faid what is before related, he dil'appeared : But 
Jacob was pleafed with thefe things, and named 
the place Phaituel^ which fignifies, The face of 
God. Now when he felt pain by this llrug- 
gling, upon his broad fmew, he ahftaincd from 
eating that fmew himfelf afterward ; and for his 
fake it is ftill not eaten by us. 

3. When Jacob underftood that his brother 
was near, he ordered his wives to go before, 
each by herfelf, with the hand-ni'aids, that they 
might fee the adions of the men, as they were 

fightiOg, 

Hellenlfts of the firfl: century, in Egypt and cifewhex^j, 
interpreted Jf-ra-el, to be a man feemg Ge<i, as is e^^ent 
from the fragment fore-cited. ' 
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fighting, if. Efaii were fo difpofed.. He then 
^ent up to; lus brother hJau, and bowed down 
to hiiBi who had no cvil dehgn upon him, but 
f.ilutcd hi^n ; and affced him about the company 
of 4hc*dhildren, and‘of the women ; and defired, 
when he had underllood all he wanted to know 
about* them, that he would go along with him 
to tlicir father: But Jacob pretending that the 
cattle were -weary, Kfau returned to Seir, for 
there v.^as his })lace of habitation, he having na- 
-med the place rou^huefs, from; his owix hairy 
roughaejs. 

G H A P. XXL 

Concerning tb'& Violation of Dina's Chajlity. 

§ u T TEreupon Jacob came to the place, 

* X X till this day called Tents^ [Succoth] 
from whence he went to Shechem, which is a 
city of the Canaanites. Now as the Shcchem- 
kt^ping adcftival, Dina, who was the ' 
only daughter ,of Jacob, went into the city, to 
fee the finery of the women of that country. 
'But when Shechem; the fon of Hamor the 
king, faw her, ha defiled her by violence; and 
being greatly in love v/ith her, he defired of 
ins father that he would procure the damfel to 
him for a wife. To which defire he coixdc- 
llo;\dcd ; and came to Jacob, defiring him to 
give leave that his fon Shechem might, ac¬ 
cording to law, .marry Dina. But'Jacob, not 

knowing how to deny the defire of one of fuch 
great dignity, and yet not thinking it lawful to 
uiany his daughter to a ftranger, .intreated him- 
to give him leave to have a oonfulfation abbut 
what he.defired him to do.. So the king went 
away, Jn hopes that Jacob would grant him this 

* Of this daughter of the Shechemites by Simoon -and. 
Ixyi, fee Autheiit..Rcc< part I. p. 309, 418, 432,^—439. 
-yut why jofephus has*omiltetl die circunicifiou of tli'de 
fihechemites, ..as the^occafion of their death ; and of Ja- 
J'oh’s great' grief, as in* the tellament of Levi, 5. Lcan^, 
not tdl." 

f Sinee.Benoni figiii6cstheyii« fl/’wjiyorcaw, and lieti- 
j.^niin the foiuof daxSf or one born in die father ’old agi-, 
Gen. xliv. 20 .1 fufpccl:-Tofephits’ prefent copies to be here 
impcfU'A ; and fuppof^ th.tt in correfpondcnce toother 
itopies, )ie wrote tlwrt ifachcLicallcd her foo’s name A- 
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marriage. But Jacob informed his Tons of the 
defilement of their filler, and of the addrefs of 
Hamor; and defired them to give him their 
j advice, what they Ihould do. ETpon this, the 
: grcatell part laid nothing, not knowing what 
j advice to give. But Simeon and Let^i, the 
j brethren of the damfel, by the fame mother, 
j agreed between thcmfclves upon the adlion fol- 
j lowing: It being now the time of a feftivai,' 
j when the Shechemites were employed in cafe 
and feailing, they fell upon the watch, when 
they were al]eep,,and coming into the city. 
Hew * all the males ; as alfo the king, and his 
fon, with tliem *, but fpared the women. And,, 
when they had done this, without their falhei-’s 
content, they brought away their fifler. 

2* Now while Jacob was aftonilfied at the 
greatnefs of this adl, and was fevorely blaming 
his fons for it, God , flood by him, and bid 
him he of good courage; but to- purify hi.s 
tents, and to offer thole fiicrifices which he 
had vowed to offer when he went iirll into' 
Mefopotamia, anti law his viiion. As he was 
therefore purifying his followers, he light up¬ 
on the gods Oi’Lahau; (for hc'did not before 
know they were ftoleu by Rachel) and he hid 
them in the earth, under- an oak, in She¬ 
chem. And departing thence, he oficred la- 
crilice at Bethel, the, place where he f^w his 
dream, when he went Iirll: into Mefopof,Tmia. 

3. And when he -was gone thencc; and was 
come over againll Ephrata, he there btiricJ 
Rachel, W'ho died in chilthhed : She was the 
only one of . Jacob’s kindred that had not the 
honour of burial at Hebron. And w’hcu lie 
li'ad mourned for her a great while, he callet’ 
tile, fon .that wus-born of her f Ijcnja/nin^ be- 

eau fo 

ftoni) hilt’hi*, hither *ca!lc(i BoijJnfuiny, CJen.. nxxv. iS. 

• A,s -for'Benjamim, .as commonly exj'Iaincd, //v frn of J ■ 
rrghl A/iW,, it. makes no (l-nfc at all, and hems to'he . 
grots modern error only. The .Samaiitair always wiiti 
I thi.s name truly Bhijandm, which prob.ihly 1 in.'c o'' tin 
I fa.Bie hgtiificatioii, only with the CliakLc teimin.itio.i 
I inltcad of im, in the Hebrew, as v.-c pronouiu'.: Ch. in- 
i bin or Cherubim indi!fci sntlv. .hcco. dingty tiOib lii. 

I tellamciit of Bcnj.imin, ^2. p. 401. and d. 'uom'nir,^ 
muiatiofUf p, 10^9. write tlie name Brnjanun, but explain 
. it .not the fin of his ifht. hand, .but tl.c fin f dtiysi 
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caule of x\\c pjrrow the mother find with him. 
Thefe are all the children of jaceda, -twelve 
males, and one female. Of them, eight w’cre 
legitimate, viz. fix of Leah, and two of Ra¬ 
chel ; and four were of the liand-maids, two 
of each ; all whofe names liave been fet down 
already. 

' _ ' 

C II A P. XXTI. 

Hozv Ifaac died, and was buried in Hebron, k ^ 

ROM thence Jacob came to Hebron, a 
^ city lituate among the Canaanites; and 
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there it was that Ifaac lived : and fo they live<' 
together for a little while; for as to Rebelo* 
Jacob did not hnd her alive. Haac alio died 
not long after the coming of his fon ;'<.and was 
buiicd by Ills fons, with his wife, in liebron, 
where they had a monument belonging to them 
from their forefathers. Now liaac was aiaan 
■who was beloved of God, and was voush fifed 
great inftances of providence by God, afier A- 
braham his hither ; and lived to be exc'-edii.g 
old : for when he had lived virtuouily c,nc frir-r- 
dred and eighty-five years, he thei. I'iitd. 


B O O K II. 

Containing the Interval of Two Hundred and Iwentj 

[From the Death of Isaac to the Fxodus out of Egypt.] 


C H A P. I. 

How Kfau and Jacob, the Sons of Ifaac, divid¬ 
ed their Habitation ; and Ffan poffcffed Idu¬ 
mea, and Jacob Canaan, 


^ I. ET'F.R the death of Ifaac, his fons 

divided their habitations refpedtive- 
ly. Nor did they retain avhat 
they had before; but Efau departed from the 
city of Hebron, and left it to his brother, and 
dwelt in Scir, and ruled over Idumea. Lie 
called the country by that name from himfclf, > 
for he -was named Adorn ; which appellation he 
got on the following occafion ; One day return- ' 
ing from the toil of hunting very hungry, (it 
wa.s when he weis a child in age) he lighted on 
his brother, when he was getting ready lentik-. 
pottage for his dinner, which w'as of a very red 
colour ; on which account he the more earncftly 
r dehred him to give him fome 


of it to eat: But h? made advantage of his 
brother’s hunger, and forced him to religii up 
to him his birth-right, and he being pinched 
with famine, refigncd it up to him, under an 
oath. Whence it came, that, on account ol 
the rednefs of this pottage, he was, in way of 
jeft, by his cotcmporarics, called Adorn, for the 
Hebrews call what is red Adorn ; and this was 
the name given to this country : But the Greeks 
gave it a more agreeable pronunciation, and 
named it Idumea, 

2. FIe became the father of five fons; .of 
whom Jaus, and Jalomus, and Coreus, weru. 
by one wife, whofe name was Alibama; but,, 
of the reft, Aliphait was born to him by Ada, 
and Raguel by Bafemmath : and thefe were the 
fons of Efau. AUphaz had five legitimate fon 
Theman, Omer, Saphus, Gdtham, and 
for Araalek was not legi|^ate, but by la con- 

^ eubinc, 
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c;ionu% w’lClo name was Thamna. Thefe 
eit in tiiat part ol Idutnca which was called 
L.-'if, ;inJ th it deuoininated from Amaiek, 
-7,; ior lilumea was a larrc country, 
:y. 1 cli 1 tiuei p’-e'erve the name ol' the whole, 
w’-ria in ii,. le,c:.'l p nts it kept the names of 
i!‘ j ai'i.ir inhalAanls. 


C II A 1 \ IL 

ofyac-tih's So’;s, 'itnis 
^ ,[• ■: ilrri'nrcn^ ivbcn certain Drca,in 
—‘'ca Rrcjijc'ivn his future Happiiicfs. 

. i.TT hippene.l th:it Jacob came to fo great 
.iL hap.f.'Vjf; ai-rarely any other perfon has 
.r; ;ved ;i:. ide ^r e; richer than tire reft oi the 
. I dtiiant V c'i that country; and wa; at once 
cuvic'J and admired for fuch virtuous lou';, for 
vivey Were deficifcut in nothing, but were of 
■■ m; lonls, both {i!r labouring with their hands, 
i/bbu''.,g of t.o;! ; atvd ftircwd alfo in t!!i- 
{i uulii;'':. And God eKereifed fach a provi- ! 

• ' n.o- over hi n, and inch a care of his hapj)!- | 
■7 .O' to bring him the greatell hieffmgs, even ! 

. at a V, iiat a])pearcd to be tlic inoft forrowfu! j 
eei'; ami to make Ifim the caufe of onr ; 
lO'.'fidnvs departure out of Itgypt, liim aitd 
ius poherilv. 'Flic occallon w,is this: When 
!.' '!) •'vvd th,is ft)’! ]ofi;p!i born to him by Ra- 
c.'u'h iii;i f idler loved him above the reft of his 

V , I 

h)u h'Uil ii-etaufe of the beauty of his body, j 
ail J i ive v''-tues of hi;, mind ; for lie excelled the | 
•reft in ’prudence. Tliis affedion of his father i 
cueitcJ the c’tvy n’ld llie hatred of his brethren ; 
as did aTo his dreams which he faw, and relat¬ 
ed t.' his fither, and to them, vrh.ich foretold j 
lii-; i'uturc Itippincfs; it licing ufual with man- j 
f' nl to envy their very neareft relations fucli ; 
Fieir profpciity.c Now the vilions which Jo-i 
^ Icjih l;:w in hi;; deep were thefe : j 

} 2 . Wtu:''! they were in the middle of liar-, 

veft, and fofeph was font by his father, with j 
his brethren, to }';itber the fruits of the earth, 
Ay; fiv,’ a vi':!o:i iu a dream, but greatly cxcced- 
P hig ith'e accuhomary appearances tiiat come 
wiicfi vre arc allecp ; wbicli wlien he was got 


up, he told his brethren, tb:c ihey iiiipj.il I'l yv' 
what ,ir jKirtended. lie i.ii-.l, “ He J,:\v the 
Lift nitrht, that hi-; dn..if hood lldl in 

the place where lie sc! 1;, lint i'cil I'r.-ir ihe.ive:; 
ran to bow down to i;, hr\anlf. iiow uoAvn 
to their mafters. ’ Hut as in as ihi:v perceiv¬ 
ed the vilion inretold diaj he Ihoirld (/biain 
power and great we.dih, aud lirii his j-.ow.cr 
ihoald l)c in o’lpohtinn (o iLni, the', gave n.) 
interpretation of it to (ofeph, as ii tlw (h._‘a.'n 
were not by them underllood : Hut tln.-v [uo v- 
ed, that no part of what they ru'pa.''ed to b. 
its meaningmight come to ]ials ; and tln v i>;u:<. 
a ftill greater liatred to iilm on Fiat acco;i.a,. 

3. Hut (hni, iu o’ppohtion to their (ney, 
lent alecond vilion to fvdeph, A'chich svas nna 1) 
more wonderful th su the I'onncr ; for it I'e'cm- 
cd to him that llic luntc'ok n’ith him the nuus':, 
and the reft of the ftars, and eame dn?vn tM tb.c 
earth, and bowed down to him. lie told tlii:; 
viiK’n to his father, and that, as rul'petlj'!g ne.- 
tliing of ill-wi!! J'rofn hi.s hrelhren, vvlnn tiiey 
were tlicie allo, deiired liitn fo iii!erp''ci w'.n 
it lliould ligiiify. Nosv Jaeoh AvaS jdv.dLd v, 1 . h 
the dreatn ; for couruleti.y'' theyreiijt 1 i,- n in l.ia, 
mind, and flarewdly rmd wii'cly gnclln ; at I'.c 
mc.ining, he rejoiced at tlic n.icat thieep: theve- 
hy hgnilicd, hecanfe il decl.'vca the future h <’,'.- 
pincls ol his Ion ; and tbs':, by tlic hlefliu.', ni' 
God, tlic time llumld cO'Sae when he iLotiLi lie 
linnourcd, .and thong!';; wi rtliy of A' r.rihi)) by 
Ids parent; and hrethre'i, a.s jnieli'n:;- fi .'i the 
moon and Inn were ilia; his luoiher irl •’U'c. r ; 
the former, a.s ftie tluit g:\veincreaf' and n .u- 
rinmicnt (o ali things ; and the lanur, li. ilia! 
gave form and other powers t-o them p .'a.a:; ds!. 
the ft.ars V,'■ere like his hrclluT!!., fincc lh< ' e]-; 


eleven in number, as vere t’ec 1! . iiiat -cceic.; 

their power from tlic dim aiid moon. 


4. And tlnn- (iij j; 

n'ol) m-.Le a 

|U(h'':ne!;' o! 

this vilion, and that ; 

i dmcw'.l oil 

J idlis hm 

thefe interjiretati.'-us e. 

;u(ed \ .T-c y 

Tv.:i ju'ier tc 

[ofeph’s hretluvn : an 

.! the}' Ai'c.'i 

c aldhh 1 !o 

1dm hcrc'ij'tou as ii lu 

vn-n a 

It;;’,:' 

that was to Ii.ivc thole 

ly'.odi thiu;'.. 

, vddt !l 'V.'Ct c 


lignified by the drearps, and not ;is one that 


v’as 
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was a brother,, ■with whom ii: was probable they 
iliOuKl l)e joint-partakers; and as they had been 
partners in the fame parentage, To Ihould they 
he of the lame ha])pinefs. Tiiey alio refolved 
to kill the lad ; and has ing fully ratified that 
intention of theirs, as loon as their coiledlion of 
the fruits was over, they went to Siicchcrti, 
Tvlfieh is a country gooil for feeding of cattle, 
and for pafturage, there they fed their flocks, 
rrithout acquainting their father with their re¬ 
moval thither: Whereupon he had melancholy 
lufpicions about them, as being ignorant of his 
Ions condition, and receiving no meflenger from 
the flocks that could inform him of the true 
ftatc they were in ; lb, becaulc he was in great 
hair about tliem, he lent Jofeph to the flocks, 
in learn thecircumllances his brethren were inl¬ 
and to bring him word how they did. 


C H A P. III. 

Hoiv 'ivas thus fold hy his Brethren into 

*dg)pt^ by Rcafon of their Hatred to him; and 
how he there grew famous andillufirious^ and 
had bis Brethren under his Power. 

§ i.JVT thefe brethren rejoiced as foon as 
they law their brother coming to 
them, not indeed as at the prcfcncc of a near 
rclatK'ii, or as at the prefence of one font by 
their father, but as at the prefence of an enemy, 
am! one that by divine providence was deliver¬ 
ed into their hands ; and they already refolved 
to kill 1dm, and not let flip the opportunity 
that lay before them. But when Reubel, the 
ekk'fl of them, faw them thus difpofed, and 
that they had agreed together to execute their 
purpoib, he tried to rcflraiu them, diewing 
them the heinous cnterprizc they were going a- 
bout, and the horrid nature of it: that this ac¬ 
tion would appear wicked in the fight of God, 
and impious before men, even though they 
Ihould kill one not related to them, but much 

* We may here obferve, lliat in correfpondcncc to Jo- 
feph's fecond drc.im, M-hich implied, that his mothery v/ho 
was then alive, as well as his father, fhouU come and 
bow down to him, Jolcpiias reprefeats her here as ftill 


more flagitious and detcflable to appear to have 
flain their own brother ; by which adl the fatln c 
mult be treated unjulily in the fon’s flutightcr, 
and the mother alfo be in perplcxfly whi’c 
Ihe laments that her fon is taken away Ir,m her, 
and this not in a natural wa,) neither. 8o he 
intreated them to have a regard to their own 
confcicnccs, and wifely to confidcr wliat n.lf- 
chief would betide them upon the death of lo- 
good a child, and their youngefl: brother; tliat 
they would alfo fear God, who was alrctri')' 
both a fpedator and a wdtnefs of'fk*' (Klign;; 
they had againll their brother ; that he miiM 
love them if they abftaincd from this abl, and 
yielded to repentance and amendment; Ihit in 
cafe they proceeded to do the fa£t, all I'orts c-f 
punilhments would overtake them frimi Gi'd 
for this murder of their brother, fmcc tlicy } c - 
luted his providence, which was every wheic 
prefent, and which did not overlook what was 
done either in defarts or in cities ; h r wlicrcfc- 
cver a man is, there ought he to fuy’poic tli.r 
God is alfo. He told them farther, that their 
confcierices would be their enemies if they : t- 
tempted to go through fo wucked an erucrpi i/c, 
which they can never avoid, whether it he a 
good confcience, or whether it be fuch an one 
as they will have within them when once lliey 
have killed their brother. Ele alfo added this 
befides to what he had before faid, that it was 
not a righteous thing to kill a brother, though 
he had injured them j that it is a good thing to 
forget the aflions of fuch near friends, even la 
things wherein they might feem to have oflend- 
ed; but that they were going to kill Jofeph, 
who h?d been guilty of nothing that was ill to¬ 
wards them, in whofe cafe the infirmity of Ins 
fmall age Ihould ratherjirocure him mercy, and 
move them to unite together in the care of his 
prefervation. That the caufe of killing bin. 
made the ail itfelf much worfe,^ while they de¬ 
termined to take him off out of envy at his fu¬ 
ture 

alive after flie was dead, for the dcccnim of tlie d'eam 
tiUit foretold it, as the intferpretatittn of tliat dA:;'.m doi.,» 
alfo in all our copies, Gen. xxxvii. jo. C 
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turc ])rof|.erity ; an equal fliarc of which they 
naUiailly parukc While he enjoyed it, 
Imce they v/erc to him not ftrnngcrs, but the 
nc areft felations, for they might reckon upon 
what Cod bellowed ij])on jofe])h as tlieir own ; 
and that it was lit for them to believe, that the 
anger of God would for this caulc be more fe- 
Acrc upon them, if they flew him who veas 
ilid 'pd Ity Clod to be wortliy of that profperity 
wliich was to be hoped for ; and while by mvir- 
TRhinp; hiiii, they m;idc it iinpoITible for God 
f.) bellty^ft tjpon him. 

,_ yr^ii:vnv.L faid thefe, and many otlicr 

things, and uled intreaties to them, and tlacre- 
hy endeavoured to divert them from the mur¬ 
der of their hrotlivr. But when he faw that 
I'.is diicourfe had not mollified tliem at ail, and 
th;t tliey made halte to do the fa£l, he advifed 
them to alleviate the wdekednefs they were go¬ 
ing about in the manner of taking joieph off; 
hu as J_ie... h-jd exhorted them flrif, when they 
were going to revenge themfelvcs, to be dif- 
fu-ided from doing it, fo fmee the fentcncc for 
h'diing their brother had prevailed, he faid that 
they would not however be fo grofsly guilty, if 
tiiey would be porfuaded to follow his prefent 
advice, which would inciude Vv/hat they were 
fo eager about, but was not fo very bad, but, 
in the diftrefs they were in, of a lighter nature. 
He begged of them therefore not to kill their 
brother with their own hands, but to call him 
into the pit that v/as hard by, and fo to let 
him die ; by which they would gain fo much, 
that they would not defile their own hands 
with his blood. To this the young men readi¬ 
ly agreed : So Rcubel took the lad, and tied 
him to a cord, and let him down gently into 
the pit,.for it had no water at all in it; who, 
wdien he had done this, v/ent his way to feck 
^ for fuch pallurage as was fit for feeding their 
docks. 

3. But Judas, being one of Jacob’s fon’s 
alfo, feeing fomc Arabians, of the pojlerity of 
Bhmac!, carrying fpices and Syrian wares cut 
of -dics^land of Cfilead to the. Egyptians, after 

^iihe Srptuagint have ao pieces of gold; the tefta- 
mcat |>f Gjd 30; the Hebrew and Samaritan 20, of fil- 
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1 Rcnl.’cl was gone, iidviicd Ids bteiiiren ci.” ^ 
j [f ap!'. cs'Ct of the pit., c.mi >^\\ :'''m I0 I’ c ,'u ■ 

1 Ikim; ; for if kc liu.’dd o’-'j am;,' -;' ffo-ugci.^ .1 
! P3'aat way t*!!’, they r'.ouki iic I'lCi'u iVcri if.i;. 

barb.’i’ous aClian. '1 b's it,; r-.-iorc na.-,. iclulvail 
; on : 80 the d.cvr jc.'kpE u]> caU c.t the p-i:, 
I and fold him to ihv. mcr'-Iiar.!,; lor twenty 
; pounds. lie was now levcnttun ) cans i .'m 
But Reuhel coming in the night time to the 
jnt, rdblvcd to face Jofc})h, withoirt tlic ] )'=- 
vity of his bretiiren ; auu when, np(3n his cal'- 
ing to him, be nu-dc no aniwer, Ise was ali.ful 
that tliey had (’cfir())cd iiim aJier lie teas gone ; 
of v.’hich be (omplaincd to his brethren: but 
wdren they had told him what they had dor.t, 
Rcubel left of hi.s mourning. 

4. WHiiN" Jofeph’s brethren had done the;; 
to him, they ccnluJercd wliat they fiiould do 
to efcape the fufpicions of tlicir father, Nov.1 
they had taken away from Jofeph the coat which 
he had on when he (tame to tliem, at tk.e time 
they let him down Into the pit; lb they tiiouglit 
proper to tear that coat to ])icees, and to dip 
it into goats’ blood, and then to carry it and 
1 fliew it to their father, that lie might hclieve 
I he was deftroyed by wild beafls. And Avhcu 
they had fo done, they came to the old man, 
but this not till what had haqipencd to his fon 
had already come to his knowledge : Then 
they faid, tliat they had not feen jolciifi, nor 
knew wliat milhap had befallen him, Init that 
they had found his coat bloody, and torn (o 
pieces, whence they had a fufpicion that he 
had fallen among wild beafls, and fo pe; 'fhed, 
if that was the coat he had on when he came 
from home. Now Jacob had before feme bet¬ 
ter hopes that his fon was onl}' made a c.aptiec ,, 
but now he laid afide tliat notion, and fup- 
pofed, that this coat was an evident ;irgument 
that he was dead ; for he -well rcmcmlieicd, 
that this was the coat he liad on wlien he Kmt 
him to his bretiiren : So he hereafter lanicntid 
the lad as now dead, as if I: / bad the fa¬ 
ther of no more than one, ’.vidiout taking any 

' comfort 

ver ; and tiic vulgar laitin 30. What svr.s the true iiutn- 
her, and true fuai, caimot tLeretove iio'v be kno'cxi. 
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' ' rof; ; and fn he was alio atl’cA- 

' Iiis 'un- bc'lo''c !r' irtct with 1o- 

insKiK-fn, vJicn he alio conlaclured that 
oo.r-li -n ja JaUro’, vd Iiy V/ild IkmII'’.. Hc I’jt 
iown a.l'o c|o:a;;t_.j jj, ):i,:1.:chm b, and in heavy 
id'udUi-n, i.don'ojL!’. tiial In; found no eafe 
v.dir'i u;s ioiu; conioikal hiui, neither did Iris 
r waniL !;v ie::ylh f;f thne. 


(I li A P. IV. 

V..;-.77/P/n ihc Jilaal Cluifhly (f yofrpb. 

V 'I 0\V Poiij/nar, an Kgypti.'.n, wlio was 
y ‘Hjj ciiief cook to kin;,^ idiaiaioh, hcHnylit 
5 oiCj)h ol the n'icrchaiits, wlio fold him to him. 
i le jiad hint in t!ie yreateft iionotir, and luuadtt 
liiin the leaniin;.;; that Itccainc a ficc man, and 
;tavc Iiim leave to make ufe of a diet better 
Pi:m) wlnit yvas allotted to Haves. He cutrufe- 
ed ;d;o I'le care of Ids houlc to him. So he 
' lijowd ibe'e advantages ; yet did not be leave 
tkm \irlnc witicii hc had before, upon hicli a 
eiia.ugc ot bis coiidition, but he deinortratcd, 
tb.,\t wlid.ont was able to govern the unealy 
' d ions cf life, in lucli as have it iii reality, 
and di'- iv-.i (!itly put it on fur a flicw, under a 
ir.'efeo.t ikiie ot profperity. 

e. I’(ta wlteii bis mailer's vife was fallen 
h\ Vvl'ih hi:n, both t'U .'u count of b.is beau- 
tv (0 h'dv, and ids de:.tennis mauageincnl td 
; a.ud luppulcd, that if the ihould make 
'< !,nu'ii • ■) l.mr, ilie liumld caiily y'crfu.uie 
if n Ou cu,!ie and lie with her, and lliat he 
n./o i.x' k Ota it as a }ncee of iiappy fortune 
tie , ills ndi'lreis lluudd intreat him, as rep;ai\i- 
io,_, (ImU i!Ue ('•(' llaverv he was in, and not his 
m, n.'l • rjaraclee, wlfuh coulinncd after his con- 
viiidw v.'.'ts cb.anged : So Hie made known licr 
; u,n,l,'i.y i:r,dinationa ; and f])ake to him about 
i>i'o; with her. However, hc rcjefled her in- |i 
tres'dis, not thinking it agreeable to religion 1 
to \'i M b.) bir lt> Iicr, as o) do what would | 
tend io, tiie aiiiout and injury ci him that pur- 
v'bafed vilm, ;nul had vouchfafed him fo great 
lionourn. He, on the contrarv, cxdiortcd her 
to (givern tliat palPioa ; and laid before lier the j 
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impoflibility of her obtaining her dcHres, Avliich 
hc tiiought might be co'iquered, if Jlie had ly' 
hc'pc of iucceeding : and lie irid, that, as to 
I liimfclf, he wcnild endure any thing ?vlu..tcvcr 
! before lie w(>u!d be iKTfuadcdi to it ; foi al- 
j tliough it was lit for a Have, re; b.e wus,, to t'o 
nothing contrarv to his luiHrcb', he niiehi v.'dl 
be cxcufcd in a calc where tlu; comoidi'ft'uu 
was Uj Inch a fort of commands oidv. Pm 
j this oppohrion of JcH'ph’s, wlum lim I'M n.,: 
j expcdl it, made lier Hill more viob-m io,,y,s 
I love to him ; and as llic was lorvlyiimcl i/iLd 
;! this nauglitv pafHon, fo Ihc rdolved .toin- 
j pals licr debjpi bv a iccond ;Utcm],t. 

3. When therefore there was ,1 puidie K-fti- 
I val coming on, in whicli it,.was the cuh'om J(,i 
1 women to come to the public folcmnit)', 1! c 
! pretended to her hulband that ihc was lick, re 
j contriving an oj^portimity for iiililudc am! Ih- 
i litre, that Hie might intreat jolc’pii again ; 
i Which opportunity being o!'tainei.i, ib.e ii!c*l 
! more kind Avorcls to Jiim than lici^, re 
that it had been good for him to have yiel led 
to licr Hill folicitation, and to haic ejiLii her 
no rcpull'e, both bccaufe ol the rew’,., .,; ;,e 
j ought to bear to her ciignitv, who i'o:-b;el 
' liim. ami hccaufe of the veliemcm y of h;r 
paliion, by which Ihc v/as forced, tinm 01 Ihc 
were his rnillrtfs, to condefccivl beneath b.. 
dignity; init that be may noiv, by takir;-; nu;; .• 
j prudent advice, wupe off tlie imputation of iii.i 
! former folly ; for whether it were iluif he cm- 
j peeled the repetition of her loiicitaliens, ib.c 
had now made it, and lli.-it with greater e.ir 
nellnefs than before, for that Ihe iiad jucteiul- 
ed Hckncison ibis very account, and had prefer¬ 
red liivS converlation hdorc tlic Efiival and its 
folcmnity ; or whether hc ojijiofed her lormcr 
dlfccurfcs, as not believing fiie could be in car- 
ned, Hie now gave him fulHcient fccurity, I'v 
thus repeating her application, that Ihe meant 
not in the leaft by fraud to imjiole upon iiim ; 
and allured him, that if Ire complied with lier 
cHeclions, he miglit cxpecl' the cnjr.ynicnt of 
the advantages hc already had ; and ifluvavnui 
fubniillivc to her, he fhould have ftil’i grcao.i 

ad- 
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advantage?^; but that he muft look for revenge 
■^nd hatred from her, in cafe he rejeiffed her 
deli res, and preferred the reputation of chaf- 
ticy before his millrefs ; for that he vs^ould 
gain nothing by fuch procedure, becaufe flie 
would then become his accufer, and would 
falfcly pretend to her hufband, that he at¬ 
tempted her chaftity ; and that Potiphar would 
hearken to her words rather than to his, let 
his be ever fo agreeable to the truth. 

—Whf.n the woman had faid thus, and 
even w^. tears in ’ner eyes, neither did pity 
difljjj>^ [ofe})!! from his challity, nor did fear 
)mpc] him to a compliance with her ; but he 
oppofed her folicitations, and did not yield to 
^ 'Iicr threatnings, and was afraid to do an ill 
thing ; and chofe to undergo the fliarpclf pu- 
nilhment, rather than.to enjoy his prefent ad¬ 
vantages, by doing what his own confcience 
knew would juftly deferve that he fhould die 
for it. He all'o put her in mind, that flie was 
- , , ,Tii ffTvojnan, and that Ihc ought to co¬ 

habit with her hufband only ; and defired her 
to hiffer thefe confiderations to have more 
vTrtglu with her, than the Ihort pleafure of 
luftful dalliance, which would bring her to 
repentance afterwards ; would caufe trouble to 
her, and yet would not amend what had been 
done amifs. He alfo fuggefted to her the fear 
fhe would be in, left they fhould be caught; 
and that the advantage of concealment was 
uncertain, and that only while the wickednefs 
was not known [would thftre be any quiet for 
them] ; but that ftie might have the enjoyment 
of her hufbgnd’s company without any dan¬ 
ger : And he told her, that in the company of 
her hulbllnd file might have great boldnefs, 
from a good confcience, both before God and 
before men. Nay, that flie would a£l better 
like his miftrefs, and make ufe of her autho- 
rity over him better, while flic pernfted in her 
chaftity; than* when they were both aftiamed 
for what wickednefs they had been guilty of; 
and that it is much better to depend on a good 
4ife, well adted, and known to have been fo, 
vnah*Nipon the hopes of the concealment of 
evil|pradl:ices. 


5. josr.I’U, hy fayin;'; ilbs, li'''’-', ' i .■ A 
to rclirain tlie violent ]);ii]i(.,,i of the 
and to reduce her alfeCrioiis witbiii toe ruf.'; 
rcaibn ; But flie grew more ungovt • iirtiile, and 
earneft in the matter ; aiul fmc',' Ihe uerpaii cd of 
perfuading him, flic laid lici hands upon him, 
and had a mind to force him. But as local as 
Jol'eph had got away from her anger, leaving 
alfo his garment with her (for he lelt lliat to 
her, and leaped out of her chamber) flic was 
greatly afraicl left he ftiould difcovcr'licr lewd- 
nefs to her hufband, and greatly troubled at the 
affront he had offered her; fo flie rcfolvcil to be 
before-hand vifith him, and to accule J< lonh 
falfely to Potiphar, and by tliat means to re¬ 
venge hcrfelf on him for his pride ami con- 
teiApt of her; and flic thought*it a wife thing 
in itfelf, and alfo becoming a ivoman, tluis to 
prevent his accufation. Accordingly Ihe fit 
forrowfii], and in confufion, framing he: fclf fo 
hypocritically and angrily, that the liirrow, 
which was really for her being difqipoiuted of 
her lull, might appear to he for tfic attempt 
upon her chaftity; fo that when licr Inifliand 
came home, and was dillurhcd at the light of 
her, and enquired what was the caufe ol the 
diforder (lie was in, fhe began to accule jofeph : 
And, “ O hufband, faid flic, niayft tliou not 
live a day longer if thou doll not punifli the 
wicked flavc, who has defired to defile thy bed; 
who has neither minded who he was, when lie 
came to our houfe, fo as to behave himfelf with 
modefty ; nor has he been mindful of what f.i- 
vours he had received from thy bounty (as lie 
muft be an ungrateful man indeed, unlcfs hc\ 
in every refpeft, carry himfelf in a manner 
agreeable to us): this man, I fay, laid a private 
defign to abufe thy wife, and this at the time ox 
a feftival, obferving when thou wouldft be ah- 
fent. So that it now is clear, that his moclefly, 
as it appeared to he formerly, was only becaule 
of the reftraint he was in out of fear of thee, 
but that he was not really of a good difpofition. 
This has- been occafioned by his being advan¬ 
ced to honour beyond what he deferved and 
what he hoped for, infomuch, that he con- 

K eluded, 
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ckulc 1 , thit he who was deemed fit to be trufi- ! 
ed with thy eftatc, and the government of thy , 
family, and was preferred above thy eldcll fer- | 
vants, might be allowed to touch thy wife alfo.” I 
Thus wdien Ihe had ended her difeourfe, Ihe [ 
fhewed him his garment, as if he then left it ' 
with her when he attempted to force her. But | 
Potiphar not Ix-ing able to difbelieve what his | 
wife’s tears fiiewed, and what his wife faid, ! 
and what he faw himfelf, and being fcduced by | 
his love to his wife, did not fet himfelf about | 
the examination of the truth, but taking it for 
granted that his wife was a modeft woman, and 
condemning Jofeph as a wicked man, he threw 
him into the malefiuftors prifon ; and had a hill 
higher opinion of his wife, and bare her wdt- 
nefs, that flie Vas a woman of a becoming 
mcdolly and chaftity. 


CHAP. V. 

What Things hcfcl Jofe^h in Prifon. \ 

§ i.T^TOW Jofeph, commending ail his af- 
fairs to God, did not betake himfelf to 
make liis defence, nor to give an alcount of 
the exadl circumftances of the fatl, hut filently 
underwent tlie bonds and tire diltrefs he was 
in, firmly believing, that God, who knew the 
caufe of his afflidion, and the truth of the 
fad, would be more powerful than thofe that 
iaflided the punifhments upon him ; a proof j 
of whofc providence he quickly received : for j 
the keeper of the prifon taking notice of his | 
care and iidelity in the affairs he had fet him ' 
about, and the dignity of his countenance, re¬ 
laxed his bonds, and thereby made his heavy 
calamity lighter, and more fupportable to him : | 
He alfo permitted him to make ufc of a better ^ 
diet than that of the reft of the prifoners. 
Now as his fellow-prifoners, wlien their hard 
labours were over, fell to difeourfing one a- 
motig another, as is ufual in Inch as are equal 
fufi'erers, and to enquire one of anqther what 
were the ocaifions of their being condemned ' 
to a prifon ? .Among them the king’s cup¬ 
bearer, attc\ one that had 'been fcfpeded by 


him, was put in bonds upon the king’s anger at 
him. This man was under the lame bonds-- 
with Jofeph, and grew more familiar with 
liim ; and upon his obferving that Jofeph had 
a better underllandlng than the reft had, Ive 
told him of a dream he had, and dcllreiUie 
would interpret its meaning, complaining' that, 
hefides the afflidlions he underwent from the 
king, God did alfo add to him trouble from Ins 
dreams. 

2. He therefore faid, That in his fieep Iw. 
faw three clufters of grapes han|.yu.g ujion 
three branches of a vine, large alrcaci’y. ami 
ripe for gathering ; and that he fqueezed tiicui 
into a cup, which the king held in his hand ; 
and when he had llraiiied the wine, he gave it 
to the king to drink, and diat he received it 
from him with a pleafant countenance, d'his, 
he faid, was what he faw ; and he defired ]'o- 
feph, that if he had any portion of undcrlland- 
ing in fuch matters, he vrould tell him what 
this vifion foretold ? Who bid him tftrTTr--g'>j;-iX. 
cheer, and exped to be loofed from Ids hoi.tis 
in three days time, becaule the king delired 
his fervice, and was about to reftore him : . h 
again; for he let him know, that God bellows 
tlic fruit of the vine upon men for good ; 
which W'inc is pouted out to him, and is tl.e 
pledge of fidelity and mutual confidence among 
men ; and 2'>ut8 an end to their quanels, takes 
away pafilon and grief out of the minds of 
them that ufe it, and makes them cheerful. 
Thou fayeft that thou did fqueeze this wine 
from three clufters of grapes with thine hands, 
and that the king received it; know, therefore, 
that this vifion is for thy good, and forctels a 
releafe from thy prefent diftrels, within the 
fame number of days, as the brunches had 
whence thou gatheredft thy grgtpes in thy 
fieep., However, remember what profperity 
I have foretold thee, when fhou haft found ' 
it true by experience ; and when thou art hi 
authority, do not overlook us in this prifon, 
wherein, tfipu wilt leave us, when thbu art 
gpne to the jplqce, we, haye forettdd.; f<vr we 
fre npt Jn'pri/bp^fqr apy cjrhnet but if.tx 
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fake of our virtue and fobriety are condem- 
to fuffcr the penalty of malefadlors, and 
bccaufe We are not willing to injure him that 
has thus diftrell'ed us, thf)ugh it vrere for our 
own pleafure. The cup-bearer, therefore, as 
wa'j-4utural to do, rejoiced to hear fudi an 
iuicrprcration of his dream, and waited the 
co’n])leiion of what had been thus flaewn him 
,b'-'forc-hand. 

?. Jhit another fervant there was of the 
iiujjs, wIk; had been chief baker, and was 
::o\v bou^ in prifou'with the cup-bearer ; he 
..'lio in good hope, upon Jol'eph’s inter- 
■fTTTuiou of tfic other’s vihon, for he had feen 
a dream alfo ; fo he delired that Jofeph would 
him, what the vilions he had feen the 
nigiit beh)rc iniglu mean ? They tvere thefe 
tiiat follow : Me thought, fays he, I carried 
tiu^e baikcis upon my head, two w^ere full of 
loaves, and tiie (bird full of fweet-mcats, and 
otiicr eatables, fuch as are prepared for kings ; 
h ;i» h ,+*T^ii)vvls oatnc Hying, and eat them 
ed! ep, and had no reganl to my attempt to 
ivo tiicin away. And he expefted a pre- 
•¥»•»-» Jike to tiiat of the ctip-bcarer’s. But 
coahdering and rcafoning about the 
ua, faid to him, that he would willingly 
. - an interpreter of good events to him, and 
not of fuch as his dream denounced to him ; 
but he told him, that he had only three days 
in all to live: for tliat the [three] balkets fig- 
nlfy, that on the third day he fhould be cruci¬ 
fied, and devoured by fowls, while lie w^as 
not able to help himfelf. Now both thefe 
dreams liad the fame feveral events that Jo¬ 
feph foretold they fhould have, and this to 
both the parties ; for on the third day before- 
mentioned, when the king folemni/.ed las 
birth-day, he crucified the chief baker, hut fet 
the butler free- from his'bonds, and reftored 
him to hi» fofmcr'Tninifiratron.' 


4. But Godiffreetl Jofejih from his confine^ 
ment, after* he had endlired his bonds two 
years, and had received no affiftaincc from the 
f'lp-beareti, w ho cKd *not femeniber wfiat he had 
. ToTfjtft■formbri5tn'i4;^tj.i(3Q^JicdrtffiVbd’[his‘ 


ethes^df 


deliverance for him. 


Pharaoh, the 


king, had feen, in his ficep the lame evening, 
two vjfions ; and after them had the interpret¬ 
ation of them both given him. 11c had for¬ 
gotten the latter, but retained tliat of the 
dreams themfelves. Being therefore troubled 
at what he had feen (for it feemed to him to 
be all of a melancholy nature) the next day he 
called together the wifcft men among tlie Fgyp- 
tians, defiring to learn from them the inter- 
I pretation of his dreams: But when they hcli- 
latcd about them, the king was fo mucli the 
more difturbed. And now it was the memory 
of Jofeph, and his fkill in dreams, came into 
the mind of the king’s cup-bearer, when he 
faw the confufion that Pharaoh w^as in ; fo he 
I came and mentioned Jofeph to him : as alfo. 
I the vlfiou he had feen in prifon, and how the 
i event proved as he had faid ; as alfo that the 
chief baker was crucified on the very fame day, 
and that this alfo happened to him according 
to tlic interpretation of Jofeph : that Jofcpli 
himfelf was laid in bonds by Potiphar, who 
was ills head cook, as a Have ; but he faid, 
he was one of the noblefi; of the Hock of the 
Hebrews : and faid farther, Ills father lived in 
great Iplendor. If, therefore, thou wilt fend 
for him, and not defpife him on the fcore of 
his misfortunes, thou wilt learn what thy 
j dreams fignify^ So the king commanded that 
they Ihould bring Jofeph into liis prcfcUcc ; 
and thofe who received the command, came 
and brought Jofeph with them, having taken 
care of Eis habit, that it might be decent, as 
the king had enjoinej them to. do,. 

5. But the king took him by the hand; 
and, “ O young, man, fays he (fur my fervant 
bears witnefs that thou art at prefent the heft 
and mofl fkilful perfon I can cunfult with) 
vouchfafe, me the Tame favours ivinch thou 
beftowedft on this fcivant of mine, and tell 
me what-events they are wEich the vifions of 
my dreams fcrcfliew ? And . I defire thee'to 
fupprefs nothing out of feari; nor to flatter me 
with lying words, or with w.hat may plca.fe me, 
alrhpugh the truth flioujd fie of a melancholy 
naltjre. , |h)y fi. fcynrcj.to W, that as-l walked- 
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by the river, I law kijic fat, aiul very large, 
feven in iiuiubcr, going from the river to the 
marihef^; and other kincof tlie fame number like 
them met them out of themarlhcs,exceeding lean 
and iil-favourcd, which eat up the fat and the 
large kiPiC, and yet were iio better tlian before, 
and Hijt Ids milcrably j-sinched with famine. 
After 1 had feen this vifion, I awaked out of 
my lleep ; and being in dilbrder, and confider- 
ing witlV myfelf what this appearance Ibould | 
!>c, I I'dI aliecp again, and fiw another dream, j 
much more Avonderful than the foregoing, 
which hill did more affright and difturh me ; 

I j.nv feven ears of corn growing out of one 
root, iiaving their heads borne down by the 
^veiglit of the grains, and bending down with 
t!u' fruit, wl licit was now ripe, and fit for reap¬ 
ing ; and near thefe I faw feven other cars of 
corn, meager and weak, for want of rain, 
wiiichTdl to eating and confuming thofc that 
were lit for reaping, and put me into great a- 
itonilliincnt.” 

h. To Avhich |ofeph replied : “ This dream, 
fiid he, O king, although feen under two forms, 
ilguilics one and the fame event of things; for 
when thou fiwell the kiue, wdtich is an animal | 
made for the plough and for labour, devoured 
hy tlie worfer kiue ; and the ears of corn eaten 
iij) by tlie fmaller cars, tlicy forctel a famine, j 
and want of the fruits of the earth, for the fame | 
mimiter of vears, and equal witlt thole when 
Egypt was in an happy ftate ; and this lo far, 
that tlie plenty of theic years \vi!i be ipent in 
tlic fame nmni'cr of years of Icar'Jty, and that 
ii-ar.-itv ofnccelia.ry provilions Vvil] be verv dif- 
licuk to be correric.] ; as a hgn wiiereof, tlic 
hl-favourcd .h;:w, I'.'acn they had di'vonred the 
better ,'i ‘,i la. liitisllcii. But Hill God 

fo' ,.’;n .> s ■'.c’.re. ina coine upon men, not to 
v'. e d'l-'m,, I ni when they know it hc- 
' tot ■; '1 .IV i)y prudence make tlic ac- 

'.n 'i iwiv', (.[' v/!uit is foretold tiie more to¬ 
ll ra!>ie. li ik'O’i tn<rcfo-e carefully difpofc of | 

. it* pientirt.i emps wiiian wil! come in tlie for- 1 

" 'r'lat Is, I'caiipi* if for Pharacai at a very low price, j 

I 'i'ho Polifihiir^ cr, as ia joffplRi;,, l^ihfhn's, wlio I 
' o!iu/, , r.rici! ol (>ii or j a iiop's'ii'.. is file f.ar.e naau in I 


mer years, thou wilt procure that the futm-c 
calamity will not be felt hy the Egyptians.” 

7. FIereupon the king wondered at tlie 
diferetion and wdfdom of Jofepli ; and afired 
him, by what means he might fo dlfpenfe ’fhe 
foregoing plentiful crops, in the happy w'. 

to make the mlierahle crops more tolerable r 
jofeph then added this his advice : To fpan- 
the good crops, and not permit the I'.gvpiians 
to tpend them luxuriouny, but to referve. wh.ic 
they would have fpent in luxury beyond llnd; 
neccflity againll the time of want. alfo ex¬ 

horted him to take the corn of the litBlvnid- 
mcn, and give them only fo much as will 1; * 
fulficicnt for tlicir food. Aceordiftgly Fharaoi. 
being furprifed at Jofeph, not only I'or his • '.I 
terpretatiou of tlie dream, but for the connte! 
he had given him, intrufted him with difper;- 
iing the corn ; with power to do what lie fhongln 
would he for the benefit of the people of E gyjn 
and for tlic benefit of the king, as believing, 
that he who firll dilcovered this meilu^ of aci- 
ing, would prove tlie belt ovcrfccr of it. But 
Joleph having litis power given him by the 
king, with leave to make ulc of his (c.u, and 
to wear purple, drove in his chariot tlirough il! 
the land of Egypt ; and '' took the corn oi' the 
hulLandmcn, allotting as much to every one as 
would he fuiricient for feed, and for food, but 
without dilcovcring to any one the rcalon wliy 
he did fo. 


C .H A P. VI. 


JIu^v yofepb, wbcft he 'ui'lis become famous lu 
Egvpt-, had bis Brethren in S-nbjCLhvn. 

§ I. T OSItPIl rvas now grc'wn up to thirty 

years of age ; and enjoyed 'great Iio- 

notirs from the King, wlio c.rlied him Pfotbom 

Phanceb^ out of regard to his, prodigious degr.c'e 

of wijdom, for that name denotes the eevra ley' 

^ , , , 
of fccrcts. Elc alio married a wife ol' very lugli^ 

qvyility ; for he married the daughter ol t Pc- 

teplire:'.. 


Jofcplm^, and perhaps in Mofes''alfo, with li^ih 
before called the Head Cook or Captain of the Caa 


vrlRs, ■ 
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tcy'hres, one of the pricfts of Heliopolis : fhe 1 
Vvas a virgin, and her name was Afauiih. By 
her lie had children before the fcarcity came on, 
MinasTeh, the elder*, which llgnifies 
becaure his prefent happinefs made him 
bis ibyiner misfortunes ; and Ephraim, the 
younger, which figriifes reftored^ becaufe he 
rv IS 7 'ijhrcd to the freedom of his forefathers, 
i y- .V after Egypt had happily palled over feven 
\ e.irs, according to Jofeph's interpretation oT 
ibe dreams, the fanrine came upon them on 
the cig’''h -year; and bccaufe this misfortune 
fjl! on. tliem when they had * no fenle of it 
b. .hnv- hand, they were all forely afflidted by it, 

. i 1 one running to the king’s gates; and he 
t .j ’led '.ino)i jofeph; who fold the corn to them, 
i'/;ng become confcfTeJly a fiviour to the whole 
nvtbnn.ie of the Egyptians. Nor did he open 
bie; market of corn for the people of that enun- 
t O' only, hut llrangers bad liberty to buy alfo, 
i ; I' ing willing that all men, who arc na- 
fi cdiv a i to one another, Ihould have aflill- 
.a:i'..e bom thofe that lived in happinefs. 

2, Now Jacob alfo, when he underllood 
>,! n b •.'cigners might come, fent all his fons 
into Egypt to buy corn, for the land of Ca- 
n.ian was grievoully afflidfed with the famine : 
niul this great mifery touched the ■whole conti¬ 
nent. He only retained Benjamin, who w'as 
bora to him by Rachel, and was of the f\mc 
mother wnth Jofe}'*!!. Thefe fons of Jacob 
then came into ligypt, and applied themfclvcs 
to Jofeph, WMUting to buy corn ; for nothing | 
• uf this kind was done without his approbation, 
Ji-ice even then only was the honour that was 
paid the king himfelf advantageous to the perfons 
rh it paid it, -w^hen they took care to honour Jo- 
Tc}>h a!li>\ Now w'hen he well knew his breth¬ 
ren, they tliought nothingof him; for he was but 
a youtli when he left them, and was now come 
to an age fo much greater, that the lineaments 
vA his face -were changed, and he was not 

t') wlioir, jofeph M'ns folil. See Gen. xxxvii. 36. xxxix. 
r. vviili .\li. 50. They are alfo affirmed to be one a id 
i!ie fame perfoii in the teftament of Jofeph, § 18. for he 
j ..k I f if,lid ii) have rnnrried thedaughfer of his maflcr and 
■|/ifti- Nor is ihi:, a nq^tion peculiar to that tcRamcnt ■, 

rut, T Dr B jnv.rJ coafblTes, note on Anliq. B. II. ch. ir. 


knowm by them : bcndcs tii's, the greatn- . < 
the dignity w'herein he appeared, {tiiicr'.tl limm 
not fo much as to fuipcdl it was he. H;: ntnv 
naadc trial what fentiments rltcy bad about af¬ 
fairs of the grcatclt conloqucrice ; for he refufed 
to fell them corn, and laid, they were come r-H 
fpies of the king’s aiTairs ; and that fiiC)' eunc 
from fev'^eral counirics, and joined tbcmfclvcs 
together, aiud pretended that they v;cie oi k:n ; 
it not being po/llhle that a j'trivate ma-n lacmld 
breed upUb many fons, and thefe o[ ii) great 
beauty of countenance as they were; fucli an 
education of fo many children being not eafily 
obtained Ity kings thernlclves. Now tliis he 
did in order to difeover wd)at concerned bis 
father, and what hap-pened to liirn afier his 
I own departure from him, ;uul as dcilring to 
j know what was become of Benjamin liis bro- 
j ther; for he was afraid that t’licy bad ventured 
on the like wioltcd cuterprize agaiidl lilm, lli T 
they had done to himrdf, and had taken Inm 
off alfo. 

3. Now thefe hicthren of his were nndet 
dillrafiion and terror, and thourlit that vei v 
great danger hung over them ; yet not at aJ 
reflecting upon their bn)ther Jofeph, fiaml- 
ing firm under the .accufitions laid app.inli 
tlsem, they made tijcir dcfcricc by Rcubel, the 
eldcil of them, who now becatne their fiioL-f- 
man. “ We come not hither, faid he,' witii 
any unjuft delign, nor in order to bring a.'.y 
harm to the king’s affairs; we only want to be 
prclervcd, as fuppofmg your huaianity might 
be a refuge for us from tlie inifcrles which our 
country laf-curs mrder; we having heard that 
you propoffd to fell corn, not only to your 
own countrymen, but to ftrangers alfo; a?u! 
that you dcrenrjlned to allow that corn in or¬ 
der to preferve ail lliat want it : Ibn that wc 
are brethren, a.nd ol the fame common hlooil, 
the pecidiar lijjeamcnts of our face, and thofe 

not 

j 1, common to Jofvplni.a to the Scptii;ip;int interpre¬ 
ters, and to otlier Ite.rned j'-u's o! ohl tiiiii.,. 

* This entire ignor.aa'e o! r!;e Bgyptis.’.!) of,thefe yeiirs^ 
of famine br fort they ('.iiiK-, toid us Iicfoic, as well as her-.-, 
j ci). V. § 7. by jofephus, feeins to be aln.oll iiieieiiml-. 
I It is in n^. utl.-. r copy that 1 knew of. 

L 
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11':: raucli diiTrcnt from one; .-mother, plainly 
1 j :. c '. v . (, 0 !»- f.it'-’cr’.s name la j'lwob^ an licbraw 
lu.u;, w^A) had tvv'dve of u:i for his forvs, by 
iu'.ir wives : whicli twelve of m, while vte 
>>.'ere all alive, rverc an happy i'uaily ; but 
Avhi.Mi one ot our brctlnvn, wiiofe name was 
our ahairs chauved for the worfe ; 
fo/ our father could not forbe.-ir to make a long 
lamentation lor him, and we are In affiihiion, 
both by the calamity of the death of our bro¬ 
ther, and the milerabie (late of <iur ajmd father. 
Vv'e an; uotv therefure come to buy tmrn, hav¬ 
ing iin.i-ndcd tlic care of our father, and the 
proviiioit lor cur family, to Benjamin, our 
youngen: brotlter; anal if thou femieit to our 
limale, thou roayell learn whether we are guilty' 
ol the lead falfehood in what wc fiv.” 

4. A vd thus did Ileuhel endeavour to per- 
fuiide joiepii to have a better opinion of them. 
But when he had learned fioin than that Ja¬ 
cob was alive, any that his brother Vv'as not 
dehroyed by them, he, for tlie prefent, put 
tiiom in prifon, as latending to exanrdne more 
into their affaim vdma he Ih-ould be at leifurc. 
Bill on tlie third day lie brought them out, and 
f:ud to them, Th-.it iinre you ccmllantly aflirih, 
that you are not come to do ariv harm to the 
king’s aflairs; tliat you are lirethrcn, and tlie 
ions of the lather who.-n you uamod; vou will 
f iti -iV-jnc of the truth of what you fayg if you 
leave (me of your company w'irh me, who 
f’l.id. fuifer no injury here ; and if, when you 
have Carrie:! corn to y'our father, you will come 
to me atyiin, and bring your iitothcr, Vvdaom 
you fav y'ou left lliere, along with -j'ou ; for 
for (liio iha’i be by' me edccnied an airurarfce of 
ti;e truth of what you liave told me. Here-' 
upon they were in grcUcr grief t‘i;in belore : 
they wc['t, and perpe ually deplored one a- 
mang another the c.d.unity of Jolcph ; and faid, 
‘‘ 'They were f; I’eu into this mifi-ry as a pu- 

nh'hmcnl inihfted by Clod for what evil con- 

>» . 

ttivau'.-cs they li.id ajp'.ini!: lilm.” And Reubel 
was lai'gc ill bis repro.ichcs of them for their 

''.'l!;- rcafon wliv laymcon niignt be fcleifleii oat of the 
r’ll b r t-c'ciili’s pril'o’K T, ii obiiii in t,hf tcllanient of .Sy- 
nicoi!, viz. tb.it iic was one of tlie LiUeiell of all Joicph’a 


top late repentance, whence no profit arofe ti 
jwfepb ; and earneftly exhorted them lo bea”* 
with patience whatever tliey fuftered, fmee i 
w'as done by God in way of punifhmcnt ru 
his account. Thus they fpake to one tinoihci 
not imagining that Jofeph' underlloo'- tfici 
language. A general fadnefs alfo feired 01 
them at Reubel’s words, and a repentance jo 
W’hat they had done ; and they condemned tin 
fvickednefs. they had peTpctn.ted, IV'r wind 
they judged they were juRly punched hy C t .! 
Now when jofeph faw that they y iu tbi. 
diflrefs, he was fo afibded at it, tliat l.c '< ! 
into tears ; and, not being willing that they 
fliould take notice of him, lie retired ; and a' 
ter a -while came to them-again, and 
* Symeon, in order to his being a j'ledge h- 
hivS brethrens return, he bid them take 
corn they had bought, and go their way. ii 
alfo commanded his llcward privily to put th 
money, winch tliey had brouglit -uilh ihci 
for the purchale of corn, into their lacks, an 
to difmifs them therew-ith ; who did wiiat h 
was commanded to do. 

5. Now ■t\dicn Jacob’s fons w'crc c( - .e i v < 
the land of Ganaan, they told their father \ hs 
had happened to them in Egypt, and ii. 
they were taken to have come thither as ipic: 
upon the king ; and how they faid they were 
brethren, and had left their eleventh hroti.tr 
with their father, but were not bdieved ; and 
how they had left Symeon with the governor, 
until Benjamin flrould go thither, and be a 
teftimonial of the truth of w'hat they liacl l.'id : 
And they begged of their father to fear no¬ 
thing, but to fend the lad along w'ith them. 
But jacob was not pleafed with any tiling bis 
fons had done; ancl he took the dcientiou of 
Symeon heinoufly, and thence iliought it a 
fooliih thing to give up Ben’pimin alio. Nc’- 
ther did he yield to Reiibefs peiTnaiion, tboiyji 
he begged it of him ; and gave leave, that 
the grand-father might, iu way of lecjuira!, 

kill 

brelliTcn againil liim, § 2 . which 3ipi->cars alfo i'i pTit'. -'; 
tiic tcllamciit of Zabulou, § 3 « , 
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kill Ills (uvn fons, in cafe any harm came to 
tlcnitm'n in the journey. So they were dif- 
trcilld, and knew not what to do : Nay, there 
was anotlicr accident that (lill diidtirbed them, 
the mancy that was found hid in their facks 
orET/cn. Yet when the corn that had been 
i'ronyhf failed them, and when tlie famine 
Old 'led them, and ncceffity forced them, 

1; cob did [not] dill refolve to fend Benjamin 
.. irhi.-; Irrethrcn, a]thous;h there avas no re- 
iiM iine, into F,!2;y]'‘t-.. uniefs they came with 
wleii '.cv had jirornifed. Now the mtfer)" 
vinfr every day worfe, and his fons beg- 
r,',;,; If o!' him, he had no othercourfe to take 
hj his prefent circuenhances. And Judas, who 
Vv’as of a hold tcinpcr on other occafions, fpake 
?'s mind very freely to him ; “ That it did 
: j ! become him to be afraid on account of his 
nor to fufpcdl the word, as he did ; for 
nothinp could be done to his fon but by the 
.'c'poiiitrne'',’ of Cod, which mud: alfo for cer- 
t.il i come to pafs, though he were at home 
A' idt him : that he ought not to condemn 
to fuch manifed dedrudtion ; nor de- 
. ii! dicin of that plenty of food they might 
h;:- from Pharaoh, by his imrcafonahlc fear 
anoni his fon Benjamin ; hut ought to take | 
care of the prel'crvatiou' of SymeOn, led, , by | 
attempting to hinder Benjamin’s journey, Sy- , 
mcon fhotilcl itcrilh. He exhorted him to trud 
(iod lor him ; and faicl, he would either | 
bring his I'on back to him fafe, Or, together 
wltlr ho, lofe his own life.” So that [acob 
was at k jicrfuaded, and delivered Benja¬ 
min to them, with the price of the corn dou- 
Ijled ; Ir- alio lent prefents to Jhfeph, of the 
fruits cl the land of Canaan, ]’ halfairi, and 
rolin ; as alfo turpentine, and honey. ‘ Now 
t!"-ir fa'l'cr ihed many tears at the dcparttirc 
ol li'- km.s, as vrell as thcinfelvcs. H!s con- 
cc;t was, thaj: lie might receive them hack 
air 1 ! ik: affor their journey ; and their con- 
cicn w;c., that thov might find their father j 
v.'cl!, am. iio way ajilidfcd with, grief for them. 

1 . ■ coi’. i-'icv' fr eins to me to tlitnv, that the 
'g'.- pii.iaic i. h i.' V antiiijT, wiliitih T have f'.iai'lic.! in 
ur.-tjet;. ; auJ I 'vondci iioiic have hitherto fufpcctcd it 
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And this lamentation Ig^dcd a whole day : Bo 
that the old man was at lad tired with, grit f, 
and dayed behind ; but they went on ilicir 
way fur Egypt, endcMVourlng to mitigate their 
grief fed' their prefeut misfortunes, with the 
hopes of better fuccefs hereafter. 

6. As foon as they came into Egypt, they 
were brought down to Jofeph : But here no 
fmall fear didurbed them, led they Ihouki he 
acenfed about the price of the corn, as if they 
I had cheated Jofeph. They then made a lung 
1 apology to Jofcpli’s deward ; and told him, 
that when they came home, they found the 
money in their facks, a,nd that they had now 
brought it along with them. J'le faicl, he did 
not know what they meant. So they were, 
delivered from that fear. And when he liad. 
loofed Symeou, and put him into an hand- 
fome habit, he fuffered him to he with his 
brethren ; at which time Jofeph eann,- from 
his attendance on the king. So they oflci-cd 
him their prefents: and upon Ids putting tlie 
quedion to them about thedr father, they an- 
fwered, that they found him well. He alio, 
upon his difeovery that Benjamin was alive, 
afked whether this was their younger brotlier ; 
for he had fecn him. Whercuj.on they faid 
he was ; he replied, that the God over all was 
bis prc'tcdor. But when his afiediem to Idm 
made him died tears, he retired, defiling he 
might not be feen in that plight by bis breth¬ 
ren. 1 hen Jofepli took them to fupjicr ; and 
they were fet down in the fame order as tiicy 
I ulctl to lit at their father’s tabic. And al- 
I though jofeph treated ihem all kindly, ycl did 
I he fend a mefs to Benjamin, that was doulilc 
; to what the red of the gucils bed for their 
I fharcs. 

y. Now w'ben .•■.der fi)p]>cr thmrg- j come 
i pofed them dives to flee; g [(.i. ^-h eummanded 
j his dewarcl, both to give tie ni llvir ineariires 
I of corn, and to Idile its I'rivc agam in llu'ir 
facks; and that Avillcd they fiiuukl pmt into 

Bch- 

I 

OU^kf to li-- ftipplifd. 

t Of rlif '-TOi'., I'.'ilf .jv f.f h'.r-;;, m..; (he tunvuunc, 

, ike the oa A.'ivq. u. Vill. ch- \... 




■.nc 


A N T I Q^U I T I K S OF T 11 E j E W 


:i,:innn’s fack, tl.c gpIJ cnp out of which lie 
Joved lumldf to drink. Wliich things he did 
in Older (o make trial of Ids hrethren, wliethcr 
they would (bind by Benjamin when he (hnuM 

I'11"* r*/’-*» \ 1.. /I I 't 


accculed of haadng flo'en th 


n , , , . - .. fitp, and 

(houid ajipear to oc in danger; or whether they 

yroiild leave him, and, depending on their onm 
^niioccncy, go to tlicir fluiier without him. 
Wiuni the lervant had done as he was bidden, 
t.hc lo'ns of Jacob knowing nothing of all this’ 
areiu their way, and took Symeon alcing witli 
tisem, .and had a double caufc of joy, both be- 
caufc they had received him again, nnd be- 
caufe they took back rknjamin to their father, 
as they had promifed. ikit prcfently a troop 
of horfemen cncompafTcd tliem, and brought 
with them Joleph .s lervant, XA’ho had put tlie 
cup into Benjamin’s fack. Upon which nn- 
ovpedtcd attack of (he •horfemen, they were 
much dillurbed, and alked what tlie rcafon 
was, that tlicy came thus upon men, who, a 
iiUlc belbiie, had been by their lord thought 
worthy of an honourable and hofpitable re¬ 
ception ? They replied, by calling them wick¬ 
ed wretches', who had f(irgot that very liofpi- 
talsic and kind treatment which fofeph had 
given them, and did not fcniple to be injuri- : 
ns to him ; and to carry off that cup, oat of; 

. : - 1 . _ I . j • /' r • II ' , - ' 
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he was fo.hardy as to accuft thofe who d 
not before fo much as retain the iiricc ol' liicii 
corn, which, w^as found in their lacks bm 
brought It again, though nol)ody elfc kmm 
ot jmy Inch thing ; fo far were thev iVtmi r'" 
fenng any injury to jofeph volunia'rilv. 

Itill, hippolmg that a fearch wmuld be a nnm 
lure julbllcation of themfclves tlian t-; ir (,i\i 
denial of the f. nil:, they hid him fearch them 
and that if any of them had been en.il v o 
the theft, to punilh them all ; f<r [cine nr 
!j way confci(4.us to thejn.?e!vcs of auv ciinn’ 

I they Ipake with afllu-ance. and, as lhev'th(- -!c 
xvithout any danger to thcinf lv-s ' ' 




wliich he had i:i lb friendly a manner diank l 
t ) them, not regarding tlicir fricndfld]) with! 
jc.f r-lg no more than tlie danger they Ihould 
Ic in 11 tlncy rccrc taken, in compas-ifon of the 
un.pdl gain. Hereupon be tlireatcned, that 
1^.cy iliould be puniilied ; for tliough they had 
elcaped the knowledge of him, xvho was but 
a iw vaut, yet bad they not efeaped the kno-w- 
I'.riyc of (hod, nor had gone with what 
tiicy Isad llolcn ; and after all, afkcd wliv we 
c nne upon them, as if they knew nothing 
( t the nnU'er : and he told tliein, that tlicy 
dio’tdd iinnioJiatcly know it by their punifh- 
and mevre of the fame ntiturc, 

Jt 


men 


ti;( 


t; 


jpns, 
Ibrv.ini- 


lay, in w.ay of rejiroach to 
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I’lem : hut they being wholly ignorant of any , 
!;erc that conccrr.cd them, la.ughcd at ! 
r' h.U I'.e fdd. ; and wondered at the ahufive | 
i. ■'piN.’c V, !i!.,!i the fervant gave them, when [ 


lervants delired there ndulu he a ii‘;,rch nvid-' 
but they find, the pnniihmcut liu.uiJ cxien ■ 
to him alone vrho Ibmdd be found rjiii-.y m 
the theft. 8o they made tlie le.ii'-h • 
having fearched all the reft, they cmic U: 
of ad^ to Beniamin, as knowing it w es Lh o- 
jimins lack in which they had hidden th> 
cup, they having indeed fearched tlie roll onV 
for a drew of accuracy ; lo tlie reil; were c;,a 
of fear for tJiemfc-lves, and were I'ow r nly 
concerned about Lknjamin, but Hill we-y 
alluicd, that he 'v\'ordd alio be lound innocent ; 
and they reproached thofe that came aher 
Inem, Ibr their Idndcring them, while l!,cy 
might, in the nrean while, b.ave gotten a ge t i! 
way of their journey. But as Ibon as they 
had fearched Bepiarnin’s fack, they found the 
cup, and took it from him ; and ,a]l was 
changed to mourning and lamcntaiion; d’lu v 
rent tlieir garments, and wept for the jnmifn- 
ment which their brother veas to undergo for 
bis theft ; and for tlie dclulion tliey had put 
on their father, when they promifed tlwv 
would bring Benjamin fafe to him. Wha't 
added to their mifery, w^as, that this mclan- 
clio'y accident came unfortunately at a lim . 
when they thought they hacll been gotten ofl' 
clear : But they confcHcd, that this misfor¬ 
tune of their hrollier, as well as the grief i f 
their father for him, xvas owing to iheirifelves; 
liiice it was they that forced their fatJier to fend 
him with them, when he was axerfe to u. ' o, 

h. Tn!: 
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glv/ 'lie in;aru/' that arc done to tliyielf; and ; 
ma)it. be eiiecnicd kind to otl'iers, beialcs tlioie [i 
who, on other accorints, Ihnul iri neeti oF tuy {j 
ailhlancc ; ^!ncc if is indeed a riglit ('iing to do 
well to thoSe Mho arc in ddlireis h>r of 

food, but liiii a ivimc giorlci'js tiui'’g lo l■■lvc 
thofe who tsclervt to !)c pnnM'hcd, v/!icn it is on 
account of heinous oficnccs agaiidl thylclf; ior 
if it he a thi.C;': delcrving tononeiuLuion to for¬ 
give kJe'ii as have been guilty oi iniai! ohenccs, 
that fend 10 a })crlotff; hds, and this he pralle- 
'•■•n''yhv in him tliat overlooks Inch ofienccs; to 
r;. . in a man's pailion, a;, to crinies which arc 
c!}'i:.il to the guilty, is lo he like the nioft ex¬ 
cellent nature of Clod hiiureif. And truly, as 
for niyfelf, had it not heen that we had a 
father, who had difeovered, on occaiion of the 
death of |olc[)h, how inilerably h.c is always 
afilikled at the lot's of his Tons, 1 had not made 
any words on account of the laving of oar 
ownllxes; 1 mean, any fartlicr than as that 
would he an excellent charadter for thyfelf, 
to prclcrvc even thole that would laave nobody 
to iataent them when they w’erc dead, but wc 
would have yielded ourfclves up to lufl’er what- 
ioever thou plcafcdil; Hut now (for we do not 
plead for mercy to oiirfclve?, thoiigli indeed, if 
vre die, it will he v/lrile wc are young, and be¬ 
fore wc have Irad the enjoyment of life) have 
regard to our father, and take pity of his ohl 
age, on whofe account it h that we make thefc 
fupplkalions to thee. We beg tliou wilt give 
us thofe lives, which this wickednels of ours 
has rendered obnoxious to thy punilhment ; 
and this for his fake, who is not himfclf wick- 
ii1, nor docs his being our father make us 
wicked. He is a good man, and not worthy 
to have fuch trials of his patience; and now, 
we are abfent, is he afilifled with care for us. 
But if he hear our deaths, and w'hat w'as the 
caufe of it, he will on that accoemt die an imma¬ 
ture death ; and the reproachful manner of our 
ruin rvill haften his end, and will dire«£lly kill 
Iiim ; nay, will bring him to a miferable death, 
while he will make haflc to rid himfelf out of 
the world, and bring himfelf to a Hate of in- 
Icalibility , before the fad Eory of our end come 


.abroad into the reft of the world. Confulci 
tilings in this manner, although our wickedncl- 
does now provoke tliec with a juft dehre o. 
pimilhing that wickednefs, and forgive it fc/ 
our father's lake ; ami let tliv comrniferatior 
of him weigh more with ihee than'(%■ wii^k- 
cdiuds. Have rcygard to tlie old age of om 
ladier, who, il we perilh, will be ’/cr} ion/!\ 
while he lives, and will foon die himivif r.iio 
Clrant tills boon to the name of fathen < 
tlicrchy thou w'ilt honour him that heg.it da.- 
and wilt grant it to thyfelf allb, who eiiioM,'. 
already tliat denomination; thou wilt theig le. 
that denomination, he preferved of Clod, th; 
Either of all, by Chewing a pious regard ti 
which, in the cafe of our father, tliou wilt ap¬ 
pear to lionuur him who is ftiled by the lame 
name ; I mean, if tliou wait have this jiity 
on our father, upon the conliiicratiou hov; 
milerahle he will be if he he deprived of his 
fons. It is thy part, therefore, to iidlow on 
us what Clod has given us, when it is in tliy 
poM'cr to take it away, and fo to rdeinhle 
him entirely in charity ; for it is g('od to ule 
tliat power, wliich can cither give or takw/way, 
on the merciful fide ; and when it is in tliy 
power to deftroy, to forget that tliou ever had It 
that power ; and to look on thyfelf as only al¬ 
lowed poM'er for prelervation ; and tliat the 
more any one extends tliis powder, the greater 
reputation does he gain to himlelf. Now by 
forgiving our brother what he has unhap]iily 
committed, thou wilt preferve us all ; tor we 
cannot think of living if he be put to deatli, 
ftricc wc dare not fliew ourfelves alive to our 
father without our brother, but here muft we 
partake of one and the fame cataftrophe of his 
life. And lo far we beg of thee, O governoiy 
that if thou condemneft our brother to die, 
thou wilt punifli us togethei: with him, as 
partakers of his crime ; for we fliall not think 
it reafonable to be referved to kill ourfelves 
for grief of our brother’s death, hut fo to die 
rather as equally guilty with liim of this 
crime. I will only leave with thee ihia^iine 
eoiifideration, and then wdll fiy no'more',., 

Vl'^. 
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''■■v/z. tlr.it our brotJier committed his fault 
w’tcu i'e was yonn,^, and not yet of con¬ 
tinued wiklom in iiis conducl:, and that men 
VUituially foryive Inch yoimy perfons. Ar.d 
’ end here, without adding w hut more I have 
.\7-4Tr A^.,yint, 'in eaie thou condcmncli us, that 
omillion (naV^i)C luppofed to have hurt us, 
a-i.l I')'nnitted thee to take the ieverer lidc. 
liu! in e.de thou Ictfcit us free, that this may 
4 ' il'ed to tliy own goodnefs, of which 
dmu ait inwardly confeious, that thou freeft 
us horn enndemnatioh : and that not by bare- 
’v pu'leiving us, I)Ut by granting us Inch a 
iavonr as will make us a})pear'more righteous 
than wc really are, and hy rej'rcienting to tliy- 
ioil more motives lor our deliverance than wc 
■'.re aliic to produce ourfelve.s. 11, tlicrclore, 
thoi! icuilvell to lla\' him, I defire thou wilt 
liaf me iia his (lead, and fend him back to 
his fuller ; or if thou plcafcll to retain him 
will) tiice a a Have, 1 am litter to labour for 
i)iv advantage in that capacity, and, as thou 
ieell, am better prepared for cither of * thofc 
hu'daingy.” Ho Judas being very willing to 
■n ie;-;.,.-any thing whatever for the deliver¬ 
ance of lu:; hrotlier, call himfelf clown at |o- 
fepli’s feet, and earncllly laboured to alfuage 
and pacify his anger. All his brethren alfo 
fell do’vr. before him, aveeping, and deliver¬ 
ing thcmfclves up to defb/udlion for the pre- 
fervation of the life of Benjamin.. 

(). But |ofcph, as overcome now with his 
alledlions, and no longer able to perfonale an 
angry man, commanded all that were prefent 
to depart, that he might make himfelf known 
to his brethren, when they were alone. And 
when the rell were gone out, he made himfelf 
known to his hretliren; uml laid, “ 1 com- 
^lend you for your virtue, and votn* kindnefs 
to our brother : f.find you bctflT men tluan 
I could have- cxpetled from what you con¬ 
trived about me. Indeed, 1 did all this to 
try your love to your brother ; fo I believe 
you wTre not wicked by nattirc, in what you 
did ir.my cafe, but that all has happened ac- 

In all tills fprccli of Judas wc may obferve, that 
^ofcplijjs ilili I'uppoLJ uut death was the puiiiflimeiit 
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cording to Cod’s will, who has hereby pro¬ 
cured our cnioymmit of wlial g.ood tilings wc 
have; and, if he conlinue iit a f,ivoiiral)ir dii- 
polirinn, of wlia'c we lu -gc lor herc.i/tcr. Since 
tlierciore 1 ki'.ow ihu (,ur father is fafe and 
well, Itcycnd ex]icci;'.tiou ; and 1 Ice you lo 
well (iirpofed to yoitr hrofitcr, I will no lonjnr 
remember what guilt you fecin to have had a- 
hout me, but will le.tvc off to hate you for 
i that your wiciceduci.s, and dt) rather nUm u 
''/oi: my tlianks, tlsat jam ha^'e concuiTcd \\ itli 
the intentions oi Cod to hriny tilings to tlieir 
prefent date. I would have you alio rather to 
forget the fame, fmcc that impnidericc of 
yours is come to lucU an happy eonelulion, 
llian to he uneafy and hlufh at thofc your of- 
fcnccs. Do not therefore let your evil inten¬ 
tions, when you cx)ndemncd me, and that bit¬ 
ter remorfc wdiich might follow, he a giiefto 
youtiovv, becaule thofc intentions were frufira- 
tcd. Co therefore your ^vav, rejoiciiig iir 
what has happcne<l hy the Divine Providence- 
and inform your fatlier of it, lc(l lie lliould be 
ipeut vvitli cares for )'ou, asid dejirivc me ol 
the moft agrcetiblc ])art of my felicitv"; I me.'n, 
left he flmnld die before he come into my fight, 
and enjoys the good tlfngs that vve now have. 
Bring therefore wnth you our father, and 
your wives, and cliildrcn, and till your kind¬ 
red and remove your liahitations hither ; for 
it is not ])ro}ier that the pcrlitns deareff to me 
Ihould live remote from me, now rny ufliiirs 
are fo prolperous, elpecially when tiicy mutl' 
endure five more years of famine.” When 
Jofeph had laid tliis, lie embraced hu, hrclltrcn, 
who were in tears aiul forrow : But the gcrie- 
rous kindnefs of their hrothyr focrxicd to leave 
among them no room for fear, Icll they ihould 
be puniflved on account of what they had con- 
fultcd anti adled agaiall him. And they wc re 
then fcafliny. Now the king, as foou as he 
lieardthat {oleph's brethren vrere couw to liim, 
was-excecd'ng glad of it, as ii it h.ai heen a 
part of his trcim good fortuac; and g ive lia, ;i 

... ; s 

of theft in F.;:vpt, in (lie d.iVs of jofcpli ; a i-e- 

ver v.is It) the Jcv.s, by il.e Liv ol I.o.S', j. 
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\N ;> oiu, lull uf corn, ;inci gold, and fdvcr, to 
n.j ;.on^e)■cd to liis i'.uhor. Now when they 
'o'd rccciv<d more of their brother, part to 
'■’riffd to their fatlier, and part as free'giftS to 
fvery onic of thcndolves, Benjamin haring ftill 
in(?ie tlian llie reft, they departed. 


C H A P. VII. 

J'br Rdnovji of yofepVs Father^ zvith all his 

in .'/,v/ 7 t', 10 hi>f'y on account of the Famine. 

v' I. A b foon as Jacob cam-e to know, by 
X A. Jbs fons returning liome, in what 
itatc Jofeph was, that he had not only efcaped 
death, for wliieh yet he lived all along in 
mourning, hist that he lived in fi)lendor and 
happinefs, and ruled over Egypt jointly with 
the king, and liad intrufted to his care al- 
tnc)ft all his aftdirs; he did not think any thing 
lie \\.is told to he inercdihic, conlidcring the 
greatJiefs of the works of God, and his kind- 
nel’s to him, although that kindnefs had, for 
ibinc late times, been Intermitted; fo he imme- 
diitc'Iy and zcaloufly fet out upon his journey 
to him. 

2. V/iiTN he came to the well of the oath 
[Beeiftieba] he ofFered laerihco to God: and 
ff'iii.r afrait! that the happinefs there was in 
Egypt might tempt his pofterity to fall in love 
Avith it, and fettle in if, and no more think of 
removing into the land of Canaan, and poftef- 
liag it, as God had promifed them ; as alio be¬ 
ing afraid, left if this defeent into Egypt were 
made without the will of God, his family 
night he deftroyed there ; out of fear withal, 
hbl he fiiould depart this life before he came to 
the hgEu of Jofeph, he fell afteep, revolving 
thefe d'^ubts in his mind. 

p JitiT God flood by him, and called to 
him tv/ire by his name 5 fmd when he nlked, 
v’i.o lic wai? God fiid,‘ No fure, it is not 
mil that li ou Jacob fliouldft be unacquainted 
vvi h i!ia.‘ Cfod who’ has been ever apro^edor 
i ul r..i 1 el^ to thy forefathers, and after 
■ b^n '0 when thy father avouM 

r A,' d' ihee nf ;!ic dominion, I gave it 
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thee; and by my kindnefs it w^as, that when 
thou AA'^afl fent into Mefopotamia all alone, 
thou obtainedfl good AAdves,and returnedft AAdt]>; 
many children, and much AATalth. Thy whob 
ftimily alfo has been preferved by my provi¬ 
dence ; and it was I who cond'dCrtt 
thy fon, vrhom thou gaveft up f(. loft, to the 
enjoyment of great profperiij-. I alio urub 
him lord of Egypt, fo that he difters l-ut hub 
front a king-. Accordingly 1 come re p' as a 
guide "^to ihcc in this journey; and 
thee, th.Tt thoufhalt die m the aims ol’ ; 

and I inform thee, that thy pofteiity ih.iii h<. 
many ages in authority and glory, and that J 
AA'iH fettle them ia the land which 1 have ptc- 
mifed them.” 

4. Jacob, encouraged by this dream, wc'U 
on more cheerfully for Egypt, with Ids <Vms, 
and all belonging to them. Noav they a\ c C in 
all feventy.' I once indeed thought it bell iiot 
to fet doAAmilhe names of this family, cfpeclally 
bccaufe of their difticult pronundatI(,n [by the 
Greeks] ; but. Upon the whole, I think it nc- 
cefiaiy to mention thofe names, that 1 may dlf- 
pi'ove fuch as believe that v/e came ori-gifTTiUy 
not out of Mefopotamia, but are Egyptians. 
Noaa'- .Jacob had tAil^clve fons, of thefe Jofeph 
Avas come thither before. We Avill therefore 
fet down the names of Jacob’s children, and 
grand-children. Reubel had four fons, Anoch, 
Phallu, AlTaron, Charmi Symeon had fix, fa- 
muel, Jainin, Avod, Jachin, Soar, Saul. Lei i 
had three fons, Gerfoih, Caath, Merari. Ju¬ 
das had three Ions, Sala, Pharos, Zerah ; and 
by Phares two grand-childrcn, Eifrom and A- 
mur. Ifachar had four fons, Thola, Phua, }a- 
fub, Samaron. Zabulon had with him three 
fons, Sarad, Helen, Jalcl. So far is th ' pofi. 
ty of Leah ; with whom went her daughter Id- 
•nah. Thefe are thirty-three.^ Rachel had tAAo 
fons, the one of which, Jofeph, had tAvo fons 
alfo, Manafleh and Ephraim. The other, Ben 
jamin, had ten fons, Bolau, Bacchar, Afahcl 
Geras, Naaman, Jes, Ros, Momphis, Ojqiliis 
Ared. I'hefe fourteen added to the diirty- 
three before enumerated, aidount to the nuiiB^ 



■Chap. Vir. ANTIQJJIt'IlS D I- THE JEW'S. 


^'bcr forty-fcvcH. And this was the legitimate 
pofterity-of Jacob. He bad befide, by Bilha, 
Yic liand-maid of Rachel, Dan and Nephthali, 
<which hill had four fons, that followed him, 
Vfci, Gunl, Illari, and ScUim. Dan had an 
L/.-i-lv ,h(yp,otteji fon, Ufi. If thefe be added to 
iliofc befofNii^entioued, they complete the 
number lifty-hmr. Gad and Afer were the 
ioiis of Zilpha, wiio was the hand-maid of 
Thefe had with them. Gad feven, Sa- 
piiof-Iah, Augis, Sums, Azabon, Aerin, Eroed, 
yVrhi. Alcr had a daughter Sarah, and fix 
maic-chiklrcn, whoi'e names were Jomne, Ifus, 
Kbui, Baris, Abar, and Mclchiel. if we add 
ilicie, which arc hxteen, to the fifty-four, the 
fore-meiuioned mimbcr [70] is completed, 

' jacol" not being himfelf included in that 
r. mnher, 

Wi'KN Jofeph underflood that his father 
was combing (for judas his brother was come 
hcfoie liim , and informed him of his approacli) 
ITe wciit out to meet him ; and they met to¬ 
gether at Hcroopolis. But Jacob almoh faint¬ 
ed away at this unexpedfed and great joy ; 

r, joleph revived him, being yet not 
liinifeif able to contain from being affcflcd in 
Abe frmc manner, at the pleafure he now had ; 
yet was he not wholly overcome with his paf- 
lion, as his father was. After this, he defired 
Jacob to travel on flowly ; but lie .himfelf took 
live of his brethren with liim, and made hafle 
to the king, to tell him thag Jacob and his 
family were come, which was a joyful hear¬ 
ing to him. He alfo bid Jofeph tell him, what 
fort of life bis brethren loved to lead, that he 
might give them leave to follow the fame. 
Who told him, they were good fliephcrds, and 

" All till' Greek copies of Jofephu^jiave the negative 
^ particle lu re, that Jacob himfelf was ™ reckoned one of 
the 70 fonli ih.a cmno into Iv.Typt; but the old Latin 
copies V, ant it, and dii.;r\)y aiTiiic us he ivas one of them. 

tin 1.bore liaVdIy certain which of thefe'was Jofe- 
phus’s tru' re.uling, fince the number “O is made up 
• without him, if we reckon’Leah for one ; btit if Ihe be 
not reckon'd, Jacob mull himfelf be one to complete 
■ the iniin ■ r. 

L t thought that the Egyptians hated or dc- 

piled die employment of a fliepherd in tlie days of Jc- 
feplj i w'hereab JJifliop Cumbcrkud has fhewn, that they 


[ liad been ufed to follow ho other employmea’t 
hut this aloaq, Whereby he provided for 
them,‘that they fhould not be feparated, but 
live in the fune place, and 'carc of 

their father ; as alf'"' licrchy he provided, that 
they might be acceptable to die Egyptians, by 
•doing nothing that would he common to them 
v/lth the Eg:yptlans ; for the Egyptians* 

■f'jn'ohihited to meddle with feeding of theep. 

6 . When Jacob was come to the king, and 
fainted him, ami v.nihed all profperity to his 
government,Pharaoh aflced liim how old he now 
was ; uj'jon ■whoi'e anfwer, that he was an hun¬ 
dred and thirty years old, he admired Jacob 
on account of the length of hi.s life. And 
when he had added, that fill he had not lived 
fo long as his forefathvirs, he gave iiim leave 
ho live with his children in Heliopolis ; for in 
I that city the king’s ihepheris had their pallur- 

age. 

7. However, the fimlnc incrcafcd among 
the Egyptians; and this heary jiulgment grew 
move o])prefnve to them, hecaufc neither did 
llic river overflow the ground, for it did not 
rife to its former height, nor did J God fend 
rain upon It ; nor did tlicy indeed inal.c the 
leafl provifion for thcmrelvcs, io ignorant were 
they wh.'iL was to bu done ; hut jolepli fold 
them corn for their money. Bnt when their 
money failed them, rhey bniyglu errn with 
their cattle, and their Have;; and ii any of 
them had a fmall piece of Idl'd, they g;n'c np 
that to purchafe them food ; liy'wbi'Ji mi nm, 
tlie king became tire owner of all tbcir tuii- 
ftance ; and the)' were removed, fomc to one 
place, and fomc to aiiotber, that fo the pon'cA 

iioU 

ratlitr hated furli Pheniciai; or C.in’.'.nitu fliepherd'; th.-.i- 
had tong enfluved rJic Egypt!,uis oi old time. See hi.i 
Sanchoniatho, p. 361, ’'i:.. 

■J RjjJand here puts tie; <|t'enioii, Ifotv jo/eplius eou/d 
complain of its nor r."'uii! ' n Ifc.ypt dii-ii ;.; t!;e', taiPiiie, 
wliile the ancients afhnu 1 t ii nevci does n,utr..illy i.iiii 
there ? His anfv.-cr is, 'di when the :;:ii i ut'; deny ili.it 
it Tains in Egypt, they 'uily mtaii the u; j!,-! tsu'jit ah.e're 
the Delta, which i; t idea J-.'yp/ u' on IHichell. ienie •, 
but that ill Delta [am! by eoyfe.quor.ce, ■in t!ie lower E/. ' pt 
adjoining to it] it did of old, and lliltdoe.s rain foiuc«B»ncd. 
tice the note on Aatiq. B. lit, cu. i. ^ 6. 

N 
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lion (»f tlicir country miglit be finniy afTurcd I 
to the bing} excepting the lands of the pridls, j 
for their country contiuucd Hill in their own 
pcdTctlioa. 'And itwlecd this fore iamine'made 
their minds, as well as their bodies, flaves ; i 
ajid at tehgtii compelled’them' to procure a fuf- ! 
ftcienc^t of food by fiich diflicnrotTable means. | 
But; when this inifcry ceafed, and the river j 
ovcrilowctl ilie ground, and tlie ground brought 
forth it fruits jilcntifully-, jofeph came to every’ 
city, and, gathered the people lltercto belong¬ 
ing together, and gave dieitt back entirely the- 
land, which, by tiicir own confent, the Icing 
mipiit have pOilcffed alone, and alone enjoyed 
the fruits.of it. lie alfo exhorted them to look 
on it as every one’s own pofTeffion ; and to. 
fall to their hufbandry with checrfulnefs ; and. 
to pay as a tribute to the king, the * fifth part 
of the fruits, for the land which the king,' 
when it was his own, relbored to them. Thcfe 
men rejoiced upon their hceoming unexpect¬ 
edly owners of their lands, and diligently ob- 
ferved v/hat v;as enjoined riiem. And by this 
means jofeph procured to himi'elf a greater au¬ 
thority among the Egy’ptians, and greater love 
to tlic king from them. Now this law, that 
they fhould pay the fifth part of their friuts.as 
tribute, continued until their later kings. 


CHAP. VIIL 

OJ' the Death of Jacob and Jofeph. 

% 

§ i.T^TOW when Jacdh had lived feVenteeru 
years in Egypt, lie foil into a dif- 
eafe, and died, in the prefence of his Tons; but 
not till he made his prayers- for their enjoy¬ 
ing profperity, arid till he had foretold to them.- 
prophetically, liow every one of them was to 
dwell in the land of C^aan;. But this hap- 

* jofepbus fuppofcs, that Jofeph nrjw reftored llie 
pfvpU.iDS their lands again, upon the payment of a fifth 
pari ab tribute. It feeir.b to me rather that the land was 
now corfukret! as I’haiaoli’b land, and this fifd* part as 
ill lent, to be paid to Irim, as he-was tlidr landlord, 
an i tlicy bis tenants ; and cb;it the lands were not pr»* 
pc;!y reiloicd, and diis hfch part rdbrved as trilmte only, 
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pened many years afterward^', Ele allb f en-r 
larged upon the .praifes of Jofeph j how he 
had not remembered' the e\’il-doii,igs of his;* 
brethren to their diladyantage ; nay, on the 
contrary, vvas kind to them, bcft^'irig upon 
tiicfn'fo many benefits, as felclom are l^^iTfow- 
ed on mens own benefaCfors. ^le then com- 
.manded his owai fons that they fhould admit 
jofeph’s fons,- Ephraim and ManaiTeb, intp) 
their number, and divide the land of 
in'ccynmon with them ; concerning whom \vc 
fhall treat hereafter. However, iic made it Ids 
requell; that he might be buried at Hebron. 
So he died^ when he had lived full an hundred 
and fifty years, three- only abated ; having 
not been beliind any of his-anceftors in piety 
toward$ God ; and having foch a recompenee 
for it, as it vcslb fit thofe fhould have who were 
fo good as- thefe were. But Jofeph, by the 
king’s permifllon, carried his father’s dead bo¬ 
dy to Hebron; and there buried it, at a great 
expence. Now his brethren were at firll un¬ 
willing to return back with him, bceaufe they 
afraid, left, now their father was dead, 
he fhould punifli them for their lecret piCi’ciites 
againft him ; fiace he was now gone, for whofe 
fake he had been fo gracious to them. But ho 
perfuaded them to fear no harm, and to etiter- 
tain no fufpicions of him : So he brought them 
along vvith him, and gave them great pofTef- 
fions, and. never left off his particular concern 
for them.. 

2. Joseph alfo died, when he had llved'an 
hundred and ten years i having been a man of 
I admirable virtue, and conduCling all his affairs 
I by the rules of reafon ; and ufed his authority 
with, moderation,, which was the caufe of his- 
fo great felicity ampng the Egyptiaii5,'"’i-vK: 
when he came-Jljhnl another country, and that 

in 

till tHe days of'.Scfoflris.. See Eflay ort the Old Tefta— 
ment; append, p. 148, 149*- 

f As to this aicom'.tm upon Jofeph, as preparatory to 
' Jacob’s adopting Ephraim and ManalTch. into his own fa¬ 
mily,, and to be adhiitted for two tribes, which Jofr-phut 
here mentions, ail ©ur copies of Genofes omit it, eh- xlviii. 
nor do we know whence he took it, oc. whether it beaiot 
lu3 own embcUiflimait only.. 
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in fuch 111 circumftiinces alfo, as we have al¬ 
ready dercril:ied. At length liis brethratu^ died, 

. |fter tliey had lived' luppily ih Egypt, ' 'hjpyv 
poilerity and ions of thefe men, after fome. 
L^ne, caf'-AJ.their bodies, yind l?utie;4 thejm af 
irj,:V 5 n‘■ as to the bohes bf Jbfeph, they 
I'anicd them u>tp the land of Canaan afterward, 
when the Hebrews went'out of Egypt; for fo 
•nd Jofeph made them promife hiiti upon oath. 
Vi'!r""w'lat became of every 'brie oE thefe TOcn, 
a nd bv what toils theyigot the poffefiion of the 
land < 'f Canaan, ihall be iltewn hereafter, when 
I have firll explained upon what account.it 
was that they left Egypt. 

G H A P. IX. 

Gonccrnlng the ylJJJi^ions that hefcl the Hebrews 
In Egypt-, diirntg '^ Four Hundred Years. 

§ OW it happened that the Egyptians 

grew delicate and lazy M to pains¬ 
taking, ajul gave themfelves up to other plca- 
fuA;, and in particulgr to the love of gain. 
'J'hcy alio became very ill-affcfted tow^ards the 
llchrcws, as touched with errvy at their prof- 
perit) , 5)1- when they faw how the nation of 
the liradites ilourifh’cd, and were become emi¬ 
nent already in plenty of wealth, which 
they had acquired liy their virtue, and na¬ 
tural love of labour, they thought their in- 
creafe \vas to their owm detriment. ■ And hav¬ 
ing in length of time forgotten the benefits 
they had received from Jofeph, particularly the 
crowm being now come into anbther'famny, they 
became'very abufive to the Ifiiac^tes, ,and con¬ 


trived many ways of afflidfing them; for they 
enjoined them to cut a great many channels 
for the ryver, and to build walls for their cities, 
and ramparts, that they might reftxam the ri¬ 
ver, and- liindcrv its waters from ftagniiting, 
.upon ltd running over its own banks : They 
fet then-i alfo to f build. pyramids^ and by all 
this wove them out; and forced them to learn 
all forts of .mcchanicai arts,- and to accufiom 
themfelves to.hard labour. And four hundred 
years did they fpend under thefe affiidtions ; 
for they ftrove one againiit the other, which 
fhould get the maftery ; the Egyptians defiling 
to defiroy the Ifraelites by thefe labours, and 
the Ifraelites defiring to hold out to the eud- 
undcr them;- ’ 

2.-While the affairs of the EIcbrewsf were 
in this condition, there wasi this occafion offer¬ 
ed illeli to the Egyptians, which made them 
more folicitous for the extimifion of our nation, - 
One of thofe facred feribes, who are very fa- 
gacious in foretelling future events truly, told 
the king, that about tliis time there would a 
child be born to the.Ifraelites, who, if he were 
reared, would bring the Egyptian dominion 
low, and would rail’e the ifraelites ; that he 
would cx-cel all men in viituc, and obtain a 
glory that tvould be rerneinbcrcd through all 
ages. Which thing w'as fo feared by the king, 
that, according to this man’s opinion, he com¬ 
manded that they fhould call every male-child, 
w'hich was horn to the Ifrr.clitcs, into the river,, 
and deftroy it: that belides this, the § Egyp- 
; tiaa 


* As to'the aflliftion of AliraliajuiV pofterity for 400 
year;.',' fee Antiq. B. 1 . ch. x. § 3. . And 'as to wliat citiciSr 
they bull.;'hi Egypt under Pharaoh Sefoftris; and.of.Pha- 
raog,in -fhe Red Sea; fee.Effay on,, 
f jc Old Tell, .appemh p. i39,..5^j5tS2. - *, 'r, 

, , I Of this l)uiJdfnf';,of the pyramiils of-Egypt by the 
ifhaelitcs, fee PerizoiiiOs Orig. Aigyptiac, ch. ,vxi. ’Tis 
noi impolTilile they-might 'build one or' more-of the fnuvll 
ones, but the large ones feem -moeh lat^r : Only, .if they 
* bo all built of Hone, this docs not fo well agree y/ith 
IGaclitcs labours, which are faid to have been in frich]. 
*^ uot in Jlone, as-Mr Sandys» obfcrves in. his' Travels, 
127, J18. 

Dr Bernard iwfortbs-- us here, that ^(lead of this 
'h-fi'gle prieft or.prophct of the Egyptians,' without a name 
u/Jofephus, the Targura. of Jonathan lutnifes the two fa- 


mons ant'Agonifls of Mofes, Jannes and Jitribros. Nor' 
is if at all unlikely, that it nii^it be one of thefe who fore¬ 
boded fo much niifery tO the * Egyptians, and fo much, 
happinefS' to the Ifraelites, from tlie rearing ot Mofes. 

§ Jofephus is clear that thefe midwives w’erc Egyptiung,. 
a!id not Israelites, as in our other copiL-s; wliieh is very 
probaMe, it' not being eafily to be fuujxtfed, tltat Pliaraoh 
cotikl Ifrachte niidwives to execute fo b.trb,irou» 

jccoir-mand agaiaRibcif oti n'nation. Confiili thereiore, 
and. oorrefb hener .our owlinary eopie.s, I'lxod. i. i c,—2 K 
And indeed, .Jofephus feems to liave Irad niiieh com¬ 
pleter ^jopies cjf tltc Pentateuch, Or other ancient re¬ 
cords, novv lol-t, about tin; biith and atlions of Moles, 
tlian-fttljer our Hebrew, Samaritan, or Greek Bibles al-- 
fqrd- us; which cn.iblcd him to he fo large 'and p^rtieu-- 
lar about liim. 
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tian mkiwives fliGtikl watch the labours of llie 
Hebrew women, and obfer’^c wliat is J)orn ; 
for thofc were the women wlio were enjoined 
to do the oflicc of midwives to them ; and bv 
rcafon of their relation to the hir.p;, v/onld not 
tranfgrefs liis commands, lie enjoined ahb, 
tlut if any parents (hnuld difobey liiin, and 
■venture to fave their ’•'^male-children alive, they 
and their families fliould be deflroved. This 

j 

was a I'everc afniddion indeed to thole tlrat fuf- 
tered it, not only as they were deprived of their 
fons, and while they veere the parents them- 
fclves, they vcerc obliged to be fuhfervicnt to 
the deftrudlion of their own children, but as it 
avas to be fuppofed to tend to the erctirpation 
of their cation ; while, t'pon the dcilrudtion 
of their children, and tltcir own gradual diffo- 
lution, the calamity would become very hard, 
aiul inconfolahle to them. And this was tlic 
ill Hate they were In. lint no one can be too 
hard for the purpyl'e of God, though lie con¬ 
trive ien thoufand fubtile /Icviccs for that end : 
for this child, whom the facred Icribc foretold, 
was L'rouglit up and concealed from the ob- 
fr: '. ei's apjaointed by the king ; and he that 
je>retold iiim, did not millakc in the confa- 
(piences of Iiispiclcrvation, which were brought 
to paf; after the manner following : 

p. A MA.v, whole name was Amram, one 
rl die nobler fort of the TIchrews, was afraid 
ior his wJiole nation, left it fhould fail, by the 
wa;iL of young men to bo brougiu iip Iverciftter, 
and was vei'y uneafy at it, bis Vvife being then 
wi'cli child, and he knew not vvhat to do. 
Ilcven’pon he iietook himfelf to prayer to God ; 
a.'.d irurcatcd him to have compairion on thofc 
mnn wiio liad noways ‘tranfgreilcci the la^'S 
of his worihip, and to all'ord them dcrivcrancc 
from tiie miieries they at that time endured, 
and to render aliortive their enemies hopes of 
tile deftrnftion of their nation. Accordingly 
God had mercy on him, and was moved by his 
fujinlicatio”. lie flood by him in his llecp, 
aad c.riio ed i dm not to defpair of his future 

rr t!.;', cjrniidf.illicr of Scfollris, Ramtilcs the Grcnf, 
wlio k e Kr.u'liic irif,lilts, and of the inffription on 
Uw ubihik, eoiaaiuing, in niy opinion, one of the olJeil 
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favours. He faid farther, That he did not for¬ 
get their piety towards liim, and would always 
reward them for it, as lie had formerly granted 
his favour to their forefathers, and made thent' 
increale from a few, to fo great a mnltiibde 
He put him in mind, that when ATinhicm-tois 
come alone out of Mefopotamia bho Canaan, 
he had been made happy, iiof'only in oliu r 
rcfpeifts, but tliat wlien his vile was .-a lirft 
barren, Ihe was afteiward hv him e;i ' • 
conceive feed, and bare him fons. Thai iic icfr 
to Ilhmacl, and to his poJlcrity, the comnrv of 
Arabia ; as alfo to his fons by Ketura, - 

dytis ; and to Ifaac, Canaan. That by my ai- 
liftaiice, faid he, he did great exjiloits in war, 
•wTich, unlefs you be yourftlves impious, v • n 
mull ftill remember. As for Jacob, he bcc.-nne 
well known to ftra,ngcrs alfo, by tlic greatncf'. 
of [hat profperity in which he lived, a:)d left to 
his fons, Vv'ito came into Egypt with no nuac 
than feventy fouls, while you are ncAV become 
{ above fix hundred thoufand. ’Know, there lore, 
that I lhall provide for you all in common wha( 
is for your good, and particularly for thyfdf, 
what lhall make thee ftimous ; for that cl.iki, 
out of dread of whole natieity the E.gyptians 
have doomed the Ifraelite children to deftr'ac- 
tion, lhall be this child of thine, and lhall he 
concealed from thofc who watch to dellro) 
him ; And when he is brougiit up, in a fur- 
prifing way, lie lhall deliver the f-lchrcvv na¬ 
tion from the diftrefs they arc under from tlie 
E.gyptians. Elis memory lhall he famous wdiil-,; 
the world lafts : and this, not only among the. 
Hebrews, but foreigners alfo. All which fiiall 
be the elfedt of my favour to thee, and to thy 
pollerity. He fliall alfo have fuch a brother, 
that he lhall himfelf obtain mypri%fth~ ; f -'u] 
bis pofterity lhall have it after him to the end 
of the v/orld. 

4. Wh£N the vifton had infornacd liinr of 
tlreie things, Amram awaked, and told it to 
jochebed, who was Ills wife. And now the 

fca- \ 

records of mankind ; fee F.flay on'the Old Tell, appeufk^. 
P- I3y» 14 s. M7» 2fii~22o, C^, 
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Fear increafed upon them, on account of the 
predidion in Amram’s dream ; for they ■were 
/u^der concern, not only for the child, but on 
y^ccoant of the great happinefs that was tO/^ome 
to hirQ, alio.’ Ho-wever, the mother's labour 
was fuch ae afforded a confirmation to -what 


ivas foretold 'Oy. God ; for it was not known 
to thofe that watched her, by the eafinels of 
f\! v^pa.jns, and becaufe, the, thro'prs of her de¬ 
livery did not fall upon her with violence. 
And now they nourilhed the child at home 
privately for three months; but after that time 
Ainram, fearing he fhould be'’dilcovered, and 
by falling under the king’s difpleafure, both he 
and his child fhould perifh, and fo he fliould 
inalcc the promife of God of none effed, be 
determined rather to entruft the fafety and 
c.iyc of the child to God, than to depend on his 
own concealment of him, which be looked up¬ 
on as a thing uncertain, and whereby both the 
child, fo privately to he nourifhed, and him- 
felf, Ihould be in eminent danger; but he be¬ 
lieved that God would fome way for certain 
proem ' the fafety of the child, in order to fe- 
curc the truth of Ids own predidtions. When 
they had thus determined, they made an ark 
of hulruthes, after the manner of a cradle, and 
of a hignefs fufficient for an infant to be laid 
in, vdihout being too much ftraitned : They 
then daubed it over with flime, which would 
naturally keep out the water from entering be¬ 
tween tlie bulrulhes, and put the infant into it, 
and letting it afloat upon the river, they left 
its prefervation to God ; fo the river received 
the child, and carried him along. But Miriam, 
the child’s fifter, paffed along upon the bank 
py;7^,;m,dv>fk him, as her mother had bid her, 
to fee whither the ark would be j|^rried.; where 
God demonflratcd, that human wlfdom was 
nothing, but that the Supreme Being is able 
to do v/hatfoever he pleafes : that thofe, who, 
in order to their own fecurlty, condemn others 
^to delfnidtion, and uie great endeavours al'>Out 
/it, fail of their purjrofc ; hut tbit others arc, 

' in a furpriflag manner, preferved, and obtain 
a profperous condition, almofi: from the very 
ymidft of their calanudes j thofe, I mean, whole 


dangers arife by the appointment of God. 
And, indeed, fuch a providence was c-xercifed 
in the cafe of this chiid, as lliewed the power 
of God. 

5. Theemuthis was the king’s daughter. 
She was now diverting herfelf by tiie banks of 
the rivet; and feeing a cradle borne along by 
the current, Ihc lent fome that could fwim, 
•and bid tlicm bring the cradle to her. When 
thofe that Were feat on this errand came to 
her with the cradle, and lire faw the little 
child, llie was greatly in love with it on ac¬ 
count of its largcnefs and beauty ; for God 
had taken fucb great cate in the foionation 
of Mofes, that he caulikl him to be thought 
worthy of bringing up, and providing for, by 
ail thofe that liad taken the moll fatal refo- 
lutions, on account of their dread of his na¬ 
tivity, for the deftrudtlon of the reft of the 
Hebrew nation. Tbermuthis hid them bring 
Iter a woman that might aiford her breaft to 
the child ; yet would not the thijd admit of 
her breaft, but turned away from it, and did 
the like to many other women. Nov/ Miriam 
was by w'hen this happened, not to apiiear !■> 
he thci'c on purpofe, but only as Haying (o lea 
the child ; and Ihc faid, It is in vain thn. 
thou, O queen, callcft for thefe woinen for 
the nouriliiing of the child, who arc no way 
of kin to it; but ftlll, if thou wilt ortler o;,e 
of the Hebrew women to he brought, perhaf e- 
it may admit the breaft of one of its na¬ 
tion.” Now, fmee Ihe feerned to fpeak well, 
Thermiithis bid her to jirocure fuch an one, 
and to bring one of thole Hebrew women 
that gave fuck. So when Hie had fuch au¬ 
thority given her, llie came back, and brought 
the motlier, whct was known to nobody there. 
And now the child gladly admit led the breaft, 
and leemed to Hick dole to it ; and lb it v/as, 
that, at the queen’s delire, the nurling of tlie 
child was entirely iutruft'ed to the mother. 

6 . HereUpoIn’ it was that TbcnuiUliis im- 
pofed this name Mouft'.s upon Ifini, from iv!;m 
had happened when he was ptit into the river; 
for the Egyjituins call 'ivatcr by the name of 

O Mo, 
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A'f.'i, and fiich are fux'cd cut of it hy tlic 
name Vf's : So Iiy putting; thcle two words 
toyetlier, they iinpoled llii;; name upon him. j 
And he vr.xs by the confcffion of all, according ' 
to God’s prcdiftion, as v,'ell for his j-^reatnefs ; 
of mind, as for Ids coiatcmpt of diiliculties, 
the hell of all the Hebrews ; for Abraham was ' 
Ills anccfior, of llic feventh g^cncralion. For 
AJolcs was the Ion of yVinrain, who was the 
fon of Caath, whole father Levi was the fon 
of Jacob,' who was the fon of Ifaac, who was ; 
the foil of Ahraluun. Now Mofes’ iindtr- 
ffniding became fuperior to his age, nay, far 
beyond tliat llaiidard ; and when he was taiighr, 
he difeovered prnater ^licknefs of apprehenlion 
than was ufual at his ag;e ; and his a<flions at 
that time prornifed greater, when he fliould .| 
come to the age of a man. God did aho give 
him that talinels, wlien he was hut three years 
old, as was wonderful. And as for his beauty, i 
there was nobody fo imj)olite, as wlien they 
^iiw Afofe;),- tliey were not greatly furprifed at 
the hc.mty of his countenance; Nay, if hap¬ 
pened frequently, that thole that met him, as 
he WHS carried along tlic road, were obliged 
to turn a.gaui upon Iceing the child ; that they 
left wdiat they v^erc about, and food. Hill a 
great while to look on him ; for the beauty of 
the eliild w as fo rcinarkal>le and natural to him, 
on many accounts, that it detained the fpcdla- 
tors, and made them Ifiy longer to look upon 
him. 

y. TiiKRMUTiirs. therefore perceiving him 
to be fo remarkable a child, adopted him for 
her fon, luiving no child of her own. And 
wdien one time Ihe had earned'Mofes to her 
fathe)', Ihe flicvved lilm to him, and faid, fhe 
thought to make hiin her father’s fucccllor, 
if it llibukl pleafe C ml Ihe fhould have no 
legitimate cb.ild of her own ; and laid to him, 

“ 1 have brouglit up a child who is of a 
* divine form, and of a generous mind ; and 
as I have received him from the bounty of the 
river, in a wonderful manner, I tliought pro¬ 
per to adopt him for my fon, and the lieir of 

* A\'!i?a y(5re]ran here f.iys of tlie bcanty of Moles, 
tluL le vjij of .1 iHvhh'for))!, ii very like what St Stephen | 


thy kingdom.” And when flie had faid this, 
fhe put the infant into her father’s hands : lo 
' he took him and hugged him dole to his hrcafl 
i and, on his daughter’s account, in a plcaia^t- 
I way, put his diadem upon his hend,; bnt‘Mo¬ 
les threw it, dowm to the grouml, ^liVd tit a 
puerile mood he wu'catlicd it rout'd, atul 
upon it with his feet, whieli fcctiied to 1 riiig 
along with it an ill prefage conccrnin;t llm 
kingdom of F.gprpt. But wdicu tlte h,r. 
Iciibe law this (he was^the fame perJou wlu,' 
foretold that his nativity wmuld bring 'die d<V 
rainion of that kingdom low^) he made a vio¬ 
lent attenijit to kill him ; and crying out in a 
frightful maimer, he laid, “ 'I'lils, O kin;; ! 
tliis child is he of wliom -C'lod foretold, tb.tr 
if w'c kill him wc lhail he in no danger ; he 
himfelf all'ords an attcllation to the prediclion 
of the lame thing, by his trampling iiptm tKy 
goxernment, and treading uj/on thy diadem, 
j 'Fake him thcreh.'re out of tlie wavg and 'de- 
I liver the Egyptians from the fear tl'.ey are iix 
j about him, and deprive tlie Helircws of t!ie 
I lu'pc they have of being euconra.ged iiy 
;j him.” But Thermuthis prevented Idnn, and 
[ luatclied the child aw'ay. And the king 
j w'as not lially to flay him ; God idinlclf, 
w 4 iofc providence protcdled Mofes, in.clinin.g 
I the king to fparc liim.. Fie whs therefore edu¬ 
cated with great care. So the Helirews de- 
I depended on him, and were of good lu,pcs 
!, that great things would he done l)y him ; hut 
! the Egyptians were fufpicious of wdiat v/otiki 
I follow fnch Ills education. Yet hecaufc if 
' Mofes had been flain, there was no one, eitlicr 
j akin or adopted, that had any oracle of his 
fide, for pretending to the crowm of F.gr pt, 
i and likely to be of greater advantage io 
they ahllained*from killing him., 

C II A P. X.g 

How Mofes made War with the Ethiofiaiis. 

§ i.l\ /TOSES therefore, wdicn he w’as horn, 
XVX and brought up in, the forepyiingl 

manner. 

Lys of die fame beauty, that, Mofes was beaut fid in the 
I fght of God, Acts vii. 20.. 
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'lanner, nnd came to the age of maturity, 
V|i:uic his virtue maniicft to the Egyptians ; 
‘.hd llievvccl, lliat he was born for tlvc bringing 
tiVnt down, and I'aihng the Ifraelites. And 
the oecaiiou lie laid hold of was tliis ; The 
I'Chropl^'Jis, Vdio arc next neighbours to the 
E;’,'/piuins, inaog an iarodc into their country, 
which they fei/cd upon, and carried off the 
cheEs of th.e Egyptians, who, in their rage, 

I them, aird revenged the affronts 

t’ru y had received iVom them; but being over¬ 
come in battle, fome 'of them were flain, and 
tile red ran away in a lhameful manner, and 
by that means laved themfelves ; whereupon 
the Etlii()]dans followed after them in the pur- 
inW, and thinking-that it would be a mark 
of cowardice if they did not fubdue all Egypt, 
rhjs.y went on to fubdue the reft with greater 
' vehemence ; and when they had tailed the 
Iwcct.s of the country, they never left off the 
pKiIcciition of the war: y\nd asilie ncarell parts 
had nut courage enough at lirft to light with 
them, they proceeded as far as Memphis, and 
the fca itfclf, while not one of the cities were 
ahie fo opj)ofc them.. The Egyptians, under 
this f'd oppreffion, hetool; themfelves to their 
oracle:, and prophecies; and when C-nd had 
given them this counfel, to make ufe of Mofes 
the Hebrew, and take his alfTllance, the king 
cornnvanded his daughter to produce him, that 
he might he the * general of their army.— 
IJj>on whicli, wlrcn Ihc had made him fwcar 
lie would do him no harm, fhe delivered him 
to the king, and fujipiofcd his afllllancc would 
be of great advantage to them. Slic withal 
rcproriclied the priell, who, when they had 
before admonilhed the Kgyjitians to kill him, 
p’x.wnLd'df/i'atncd now to own their want of 
,his help.. 

* TIms hitfory of’Mofes, r.s general of tlie Ifgyiitians 
ng.iintt tin; luliiopians, is wliolly omitted in our Bildes, 
bill is t!ins cited by lu nams, from Jofeiihus, and that foot! 
Rafter bis own age : “ fays, tliat wlien Mofes was 

ninnif!ic<l in tlie king's palace he v/as appoioleil general 
of the ..ijny againll- the Libiopians, and conquered them, 
when heina’. ritd tha^t king’s daughter, bceaufe, out ol' 
lliT alT'ectioii for lorn, the delivered the city up to him.” 
Sec the Fragment', of IrenxiiS, up- edit. Grub. p. 472. 

1 Kor perhaps' did St Sttphen lefer to any thing elle, when h 
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2. So Mofes, at the perfuafion kmlh of T’, - 
muthis, ?md the king himfeif, cltcerfatiy nii- 
dertook the buliucfs : And the facred fciiitcs of' 
both nations were glad ; tiiofe of the Egyj)- 
tians,-that they Ihould at once ovcivomc th.eir 
enemies by his valour, and that h.y tin: fame 
piece cf management Moles would he llaia ^ 
hut thofe of the Hebrews, that they diordd dk 
cape from the Egyptians, hccaiife Moles V'M,-; 
to he their general. But Mofes prevented tJic 
enemies, and took and led his army before thole 
cnemic's were apprf/.ed of his attacking tliem ; 
for lie did not march by the river, hut by land, 
where he gave a wonderful dcinonllration of 
hisfagacily: For when thj; ground was dilHcuIt 
to be palled over, because of the multitude of 
fei'pents, which it produces in vail numhers, 
and indeed is lingular in lome of thole })rot!uc- 
tions, which other countries do not breed, and 
yet fuch as are worfc than others in power ar.i 
milchief, and an umifual ficrcenefs of light, 
fome of whi,ch alcend out of tlie gi'ound un- 
feen, and all'o ily in the air, and fo r imp uji- 
on men at unawares, and do thorn a niillhief. 
Moles invented a wonderful flratagcm to ]vrc- 
ferve the army fafe, and without hurt ; I'or 
he made hafkets, like unto the ark:-; c.i ledge, 
and filled them with J ihes, and carried iheiu 
along with them ; which animal is tiic grcatell 
enemy to ferpents imaginable, for tliey ily from 
them when they come near them, and s.s they 
fly they arc e.iught and devoured by them, as, 
if it were done by the harts ; but the ihes arc 
tame creatures, and only enemies to the I’cr- 
])cntinc kind. But about thefc ihes i fay no 
more at prefent, liiiee tlie Greeks are not tlicm- 
fclve.s unac(]uaintcd with this tort cf bird. As 
fooii therefore as Mofe.s was come to tire find 
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\/!iich was the breeder of thefe ferpents, lie let 
loolc the ibes, and l)y their means repeljed the 
ierpentiue kind, and ufed tliein for his affiftants 
before the army came upon that ground. 
When he had therefore proceeded thus on his 
journey, he came upon the EthiopiaPs before 
they expedled him ; and joining battle "with 
them, he beat them, and deprived them of the 
hopes they had of fuecefs ap;ainft the Ifgyp- 
tlans, and went on in overthrownng their cities^ 
and indeed made a great daughter of thefe E- 
thiopians. Now when the Egyptian amiy had 
once tafted of this profperous fuccefs, by the 
means of Mofes, they did not Hacken their 
dilig-ence ; infoniuch,.that the Ethiopians were 
in danger of being reduced to flarery, and all 
forts of dcftruiStion. And at length they re¬ 
tired to Saha, which was a royal city of Ethi¬ 
opia, which Caiifoyfes afterward named Mcroe, 
alter the name of his own fitber. The place 
v'as to be belieged v>dth very-great dilFiculty, 
hiice it was both encompaffed by the Nile quite 
round, and the other fivers Allapus and AEa- 
])oras made it a very difficult tl\ing for fuch as 
attempted to pafs over them ; for the city was 
lituate in a retired plaCc, and was inhabited 
alter the manner of an illpad, being encom- 
paffed with a ftrong wall, and having the rivers | 
to guard them from their enemies, and having j 
great ramparts between the wall and the river, 
iuromiich, that when the waters come with the 
grean.il violence, it can never he drowned ; 
which ra!nj)aits make it next to irnpoflihle, for 
even as arc gotten over the rivers, to take 
the city, irer.vever, while Mofes vras uneafy 
at tiie army’s lying idle (for the enemy’s durft j 
not come to a battle) this accident happened : | 
Tharbis was the daughter of the king of the 
Ethiop'.ins; flic happened to fee Mofes, as he 
led tiie anny near to the walls, and fouglit 
whli great courage, and admiring the fubtilty 
of his umlertakings, and believing him to be 
the audior of the Egyptians fuccefs, when 
they had. before defpaircd of recovering their 
liiterty, atid to be the occahon of the great 
danger the Ethiopians were in, wdien they had 
kefuvs' boafted of their great atchievements, flic | 


O F THE JEWS. :B'oc f 

- / 

fell deeply in love with him; and up* n jnr 
prevalency of that paffion, fent to him tir/ 
moft faithful of all her fervants to dii'courk, 
with him about their marriage. EJe thcrcupo.') 
accepted the offer, on condition flic would j)ro- 
curc the delivering up of the cit-y ;'“au(l gave 
her the affurance of an oath to take her to his 
wife, and that wdicn he had once taken pofTcl- 
fion of the city he would not break his oalb to 
her. No fooner w'as the agreement madg,,!;."'^ 
k took effedt immediately; and when Moil-s 
had cut off the Ethiopians, he gave tli.mks to 
God, and confummated his marriage, and led 
the Rg)’j)tians back to their owm land. 


C El A P. XI. 

Hotsj Mofes fed out of Egypt utitc Alidinn^f. 

§ i.'VT QW the Egyptians, .after they had 
been preferved by Moles, entertain¬ 
ed an hatred to him, and wmre very eager in 
compafling their defigns againll liimj asfuifiedU 
ting that he would take occafion, from his 
good fuccefs, to ralfe a fedition, and bring in¬ 
novations into Egypt; and told the king;, he 
ought to be flain. The king had alfo feme in¬ 
tentions of himfelf to the fame puiqiofe, anrl 
this as well aut of envy at his glorious exjredi- 
tion at the head of his army, as out of fear of 
l)eing brought low by him ; ami, being iitffi- 
gated by the facred feribes, he wais ready to 
undertake to kill Mofes. But wdicn he had 
learned beforehand what plots tliere were againll 
him, he went away privately ; and hccaufe the 
public roads wmre wnatched, he took his flight 
through the defarts, and wdiere his enemies 
could not fufpedl he wmuld'travelT^-d ‘■’■fai-rh 
he was deffitute of food, he went on, and de- 
fpifed that difficulty courageoi^fly. And when 
he came to the city Midian, which lay upon 
the Red Sea, and was fo denominated from 
One of Abraham’s fons by Keturab, be fat upon 
a certain well, and relied himfelf there after 
his laborious journey, and the afflidlion he had 
been in. It was not far from the city ; and, 

the 
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the time of the clay was noon, where he had | 
an occaijon offered him, by the cuftom of the 
country, of doini^ what recommended his vir- 
Ci.e, and afforded liim an opportunity of bet¬ 
tering his circuinltances. 

* 2. For that country having but little water, 
tb.e fhepiicr<ls ufed to feize on the wells before 
(Ulicrs came, led their flocks fhould want wa¬ 
ter ; and Icll it fhould be fpent by others before 
vv raiue. There were now come therefore 
t o tlhs well feven fillers, that were virgins, the 
d iughitcrs of Ragucl a prieft, and one thouglit 
T,vorthy by the people of the country of great 
honour : thefe virgins, who took care of their 
fathc'-’s flocks, which fort of work it was cuf- 
toidary, and very’familiar for women to do in 
the country of the Troglodytes, they came firfl: 
oi' all, and drew v/ater out of the well in a 
(jiriatity fufliclent for their flocks, into troughs, 

‘ hiich wore made for the reception of that wa¬ 
ter. But when the fhephcrcls came upon the 
uliudens, and drove them away, that they 
might have the command of the wateis them- 
fclvcs, Mofes, thinking it would be a terrible 
reproach upon him if he overlooked the young 
women under unjufl; opprcflion, and fhould 
fulfcr lire violence of the men to prevail over 
the right of the maidens, he drove away the 
men, who had a mind to more than their fharc, 
and afforded a jiroper afl'dlaiicc to the women ; 
who, when they had received fuch a benefit 
from him, came to their fatiicr, and told him, 
how they iiacl been affronted by the fliephcrds, 
and affided by a flranger, and intreated that he 
would not let this generous aclFion be done in 
vain, nor go without a reward. Now the fa¬ 
ther took it well from his daughters that they 
ki'f'clcbrous to reward their bcncfaclor, 

' and bid them bring Mods into his prcfeucc, 
that he might be rewarded as,, he defcrv'cd. 
And when iMcvfes came, he told him wh.at lef- 
^mony his daughters bare to him, tliat he had 
alfdted them ; and that, as he admired him for j 
^'s virtue, he laid, that Moles had bellowed 
'|uch his alnitauce on perfons not infeniibic of 
''nenefits, but where tiiey were both aide and 
willing to return the kindnefs, and even to ex- 
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cecd the meafure of bis gcncrofity. So he 
made him his fon, and gave him one of his 
daughters in marriage; and appointed Iiim to 
be the guardian and fiipcrintendent over his 
cattle, for of old all (lie wealth of the Barba¬ 
rians was in thole cattle. 


C H A P. XIL 

Concerning the Burning BuJJj, and the Rod of 
M ofes. 

§ I. OW Mofes, vdicn be bad obtained 

this favour of jelhro, for that was 
one of the names of Ragucl, flayed there, and 
fed his flock ; but fome time afterward, taking 
his flation at the mountain called Sinai, he 
drove his flocks thither to feed them. Now 
this is the highefl of all the mountains there- 
ahonts, and the bell for jiaflurage, the herbage 
being there good; and it had not been hefi ire 
fed upon, hecaufe of the ojiinion men h.ul that 
God dwelt there, the fucjilierds not daring to 
afeend up to it. And here it was tliat a won¬ 
derful prodigy hapjiencd to Mofes 5 for a fuc 
fed upon a thorn-hufh ; yet did the green leaves 
and the flowers continue untouched, and the 
lire did iKU at all ccmlume the fruit branches, 
although tlic flame was great and fierce. Mo¬ 
les was affrighted at this flrange fight, as it was 
to him ; hut he was Hill more aflunifhed wlieu 
the fire uttered a voice, and called to liim bv 
name, and Ijtake words to him, hy wiiich it 
fjgnified to him how bold he had been in ven¬ 
turing to come into a jilacc whither no man 
had ever come heftire, Itecaufc the place v/tis 
divine; and advifed liitii to icrpovc a great 
way from the flame, and to he eemtented with 
wdiat he had feen ; and tliough he were hitn- 
fclf a good man, and the orlspriug of great 
men, yet that he fl'.onld not jn-y .inc’ I'arthtr ; 
and he forettfd to him, that he fhould have 
glt)TV ;md honour ainrttig men, hy t!ie l)f liing 
of (.led up(,i 1 i;im. lie alio emu i nan if. d. him 
to go away tnence v, iit! coiif .'cm-e url'pt, 
in order to hks being ti'ie coi’miai;di.r and co:i- 
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vhitlcr of die body of the Hebrews, and to his i 
delivering Ills own people from the jiijilrles j 
they fuO'ered there : “ For, faid God, they (hall | 
inhrdiit this happy land which your forefather 
Abraham inhabited, and fliall have the enjoy¬ 
ment of all forts of good things ; and tliou, by 
thy prudence, (lialt guide them to thofe good, 
things.” But ftill he enjoined him, wlien he 
Jiad brought the Hebrews out of the land of 
T-gypt, to come to that place, and to offer fa- 
criticcs of thankfgmng there. Such were the 
divine oracles which were delivered out of the 
lire. 

2. But Moles was aftonilhed at what he faw, 
and much more at what he heard ; and he faid, 

1 think it would he an inftance of too great 
madncls, 0 Lord, for ort'e of that regard I bear to 
to thee, to didruft thy power, lince I myfclf a- 
dore it, and know it has been made manifeft to 
my' progenitors: But I am Hill in doubt how 
l,who am a private man, and one of no abilities, | 
liiould either perfuade my own counliymen to ' 
Ivave the country they now inhabit, and to fol- 
lorv rne to a land whither 1 lead them ; or if 
the)' ihould be perfuaded, how I can force Pha¬ 
raoh to p<ermit them to depart, fmcc they' aug- 
incat their own wealth and {irolpcri'y liy the 
labour! and works they put rtpon them.” I 

y. Ilo r God perfuaded him to he ennragious 
oil al; oecilions ; and iiromifetl to he with him, 
and to aflll him in his words, when he was t 
to perfuade men, and in his deeds, when he ’ 
avas to jierfonn wonders. Fie liid him alfo to 
take a (ignal of the truth of wEat he laid, by 
ihr . Ing his rod upon the ground; which, 
wiiar; b ' had done, it crept along, and was 
b; a lerpent, and rolled itfcif round in its 

f >l(!s, ,j u) c ■ edled its head, as ready to revenge 
illG 0.1 Inch as Ihould affault it, after which 
it 1 '.me a rod again as it was before. After 

* Tlii; fuiK-rfHcioi’S fear of dit'cverini;; the wawr 
yt.vr Liltr', ol late wc have i)een uleil falu.'ly to pro- 

iiotince yVo/-,?'!), but I'cems lo lou. c been origiMally pro- i j 
iioiincci’i y'v'''?, or y,n, is never, f think, Jitatil of till tJlis ! 
ji.iir.iyi- oi jorephu.-i ; and this liijieni ition, in not, .y>ro- j 
nouiu iii;., lhai lonne, has eontimied among tb.c Rabbinical 
Jews to (his d.iy (rlunigb whether tlie Sanvarilans and'Ca- 
rciies obferved it fo caiiy docs not appear). Jelcplius alfo 


this God hid Mofes to put Iiis right hand int 
his bofom ; he obeyed, and when he took 
out, it was white, and in colour like to cliall 
but afterward it returned to its wonted colo’, 
again. He alfo, upon God’s commaud, too 
I fomc of the W'ater that was near him, ajnl pouf 
j ed it upon the ground, and faw thy colour wa 
j that of blood. Upon the wonder that iVIoh 
I (liewed at thefe fjgns, God exhorted Iiim to b 
' of good courage, and to be affured tli.it lie wr-d 
be the greated -fupport to him ; and bid l;in 
make ufc of thole (igns in order to obtain belie 
among all men, that thou are lent by me, ai: . 
doll all things according to my' cornmaiubs. 
Accordingly 1 enjoin thee to make no more de- 
lay.s, but to make hade to Fj^ypd, and ton. J 
niglit and day', and not to draw out tlic i;n:e. 
and fo make the llayery of the Hclircv's, and 
their fufferings, to lad the longer. 

4. Moses having now feen and heard tin '• 
v.'onders, that affured hiimof the truth oftlnie 
promifes of God, had no room left him to 
difbelieve them, he intreated him to grant him 
that power when he Ihould be in higypt; am! 
bcfomrht him to vouchlafe him the knowledge 
of his own name, and fmee he had heard ami 
fecn him, that he would alfo tell him his mune, 
that when he offered facrifice he miglit invoke 
him by fuch Ins name in his oblations. Wheie- 
upon God declared to him his holy' name, 
which had never been dilcovered to men be¬ 
fore ; concerning avhich it is * not lawful for 
me to fay any more. Now thefe llgns accom¬ 
panied Mofes, not then only, but alway's, 
when he pmyed for them : Of all which ligns 
he attributed the firmed affent to the fire in the 
j hudi; and believing that God would be a gra- 
i cious fupporter to him, he liopecl'n'- 
! able to deliver his own nation, and bring cala- 
j mitics on the Egyptians. t 

durft nor fi t down the very words of the ten command¬ 
ments, as we Hull foe hereafter, Amiq. B. III. cli. v. § 4. 
which fuperftitious filtncc, has yet no! been continued e- 
ven by the Rabbins. ’Ti,-- however no doub', but bn*' 
thefe cautious concc.ilnieu* > were taugh-t Jofopbus by tJ^ 
Phaiifoes, a body of men at once very wicked, and vecu 
fiiperftitious. 



‘rj:7iAP. XIII. ANTI QJJ I T I E S O F T H E J E V7 S. 6. 


C FI A P. XIII. 

Hozv Mojca and Aaron rcturhcd into Egypt to 
Pharaoh. 

^ I. ^ O Moli’.s, when he underftood that 
tjje Pharaoh, in whofe rcip;n he fled 
away, was dead, afked leave of Ragucl to {' 
;;<) to Egypt, for the benefit of his own people: 
And lie took with him Zipporah, the daughter 
•'* npud, v/hom he had married, and the | 

( hildren he had by her, Gerfom and Elcazar, 
and made hade into Egypt. Now the former 
of thofe names, Gerfom, in the Hebrew tongue, 
ligniiics, that he was in a Jlrange land-, and 
I'harzar, that, by the affijlanct of the God of 
Ejathers., 'IT^iW.hcicapcd from the Egyptians. 

- when they were near the borders, Aaron 
Jiis brother, by the command of God, met him, 
t:') whom he declared what had befallen him at 
tlie mountain, and the commands that God 
had given him. But as they were going for¬ 
ward, the chief men among the Hebrews hav- ^ 
log learned that they were coming, met them: j 
to wliom Motes declared the hgns he had feen; I 
and wdfilc they could not believe them, he made I 
them fee them. So they took courage at thefe • 
furprifmg and une.vjie^led fights, and hoped j 
well of their entire deliverance, as believing now^ 
that God took care of their prefervation., 

2. Since then Mofes found that the He¬ 
brews would be obedient to whatfoever he fliould 
direfl", as they promiled to be, and v;ere in lov^c 
with liberty, he came to the king, who had j 
ind eed but'lately received the government, and i 
told him how'^ much he had done for the good 
ot the h'.gyptians, wdien they w^ere defpiled liy 
the Ethiopians, and their country laid wafteby 
<lw>v, uiid'iiow he had been the commander ; 


commands which he had given him. He a!k> 
exhorted him not to diflielievc what lie told him, 
nor to oppofe the will of God. 

5. But when the king derided Mofes, he 
made him in earnell fee the figns that were done 
at mount Sinai. Yet the king very angry 
i -with him, and called him an ill man, who had 
formerly run away from his Egyptian ilavery, 
and came now^ hack wdth deceitful tricks, and 
wonders, and magical arts, to aflonifli him. 
And wlien he had faid this, he commanded the 
priefls to let him fee the fame wonderful fights, 
as knowing that the Egyptians were Ikilfu! in 
this kind of learning, and tluu he was not the 
only perfem wdio knew them, and pretended 
tiiein to he di v ine ; as alio he told him, that when 
I he brought fucli wondciful fights b'ttore him, 
I he would only be liclicved by the unlearned. 

I Now when the pricils threw down their rods, 
they became fcrjvyits. But Moles was not 
daunted at it ; aiu! fiiti, “ O king, 1 do not 
luylcif dcfpll’c tlse v.dldoni c;f the Egyptians, 
but I lay, that what I do is lb much fiU'.ciior 
to wliat thclc do by magic arts and tricks, as 
divine power exceeds the power of man : But 
I will demonftrate, tliat whaf 1 do is not done 
by craft, or countcrieiilng whit is :;ot really 
true, blit tliat tlicy appear liy tiic proviileu'X' 
and power of God.” And when be had fvld 
rdiis, he call his rod down upon the gionnd, 
and commanded it to turn itfeif into a lenpc-.,:. 
It c/beyed him, and went all '.ouii'l, acvi d,- 
voured the rods of the l''.gyj)tians, whidi Iceni- 
cd to he dragons, unfd it had confuni'.-d them 
all : It then return'xl to its own fur.n, and 
Mofes took it into hi;; h.and again. 

4. HowI'VEK, the Ling wa;i no more moj- 
ed, when this was done, than In.u- ; and ho¬ 


of their forces, and had laboured for them, as if || ing; very angry, In- laid, “ d’h.at lie ihoiiid 
they had liccn his own people ; and he inform- j gain nothing by tliis his vainning and Ihrewd- 
»ctl liim in what danger he had !>cen during that I nefs agalnft the Jtgyptians.” And he eom- 
ex]>edlrIou, without having any proper returr s 1 manded him th:U was the clfief lalk-muftcr 


mule him, as he had deferved. Ele alio in- j' over the Hebrews, to give them no relaxation 
l'o;-med him dillindlly, what things happened | Eom their labours, h; t to compel tliem to fnl)- 
to him at in aunt Sinai ; and what God faid to j' mit to greater oppr, ' ions lin n f-ci'nre y''.rni 
him ; and t ic ligns that were done hv God, | though he allowed them cluili berme for the 
ill orde, to allure him of the authority of thofe ji , making 
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Ti aKinp; th'cjr bricks, he would allow it them 
no longer ; but ho made them to work hard 
at brick-making in the day-time, and to gather 
cha/T in the night. Now when their labour 
was thus doubled upon them, they laid the blame 
upon Mofes, bccaufe their labour and their 
inifery were on his account become more I'c- 
Teie to them. But Moles did not let Ids 
emurage link for the lung’s threatenings ; nor 
did he aliate of his zeal on account of the 
Elebrews comidaints ; hut he fupported him- 
felf, and let his foul refolutely againft them 
both, and ufed his own utnfoft diligence to 
procure liberty to his coutrymen. So he went 
to the king, and perfuaded him to let the 
Hebrews go to motmt Sinai, and there to 
facriiice to God, becaufc God bad enjoined 
them fo to do. He perfuaded liim alfo, not 
to counter-work the dcfigns of God, hut to 
efteern his favour above a!! tilings, and to per¬ 
mit them to depart, led, before lie he aware, 
lie lay an obRrudion in the way of the di¬ 
vine* commands, and fo occalion his oven fuf- 
ferlng fuch punlihments as it was probable 
anv one that counter-worked the divine e:oin- 
mands Ihould undergo, lime the fcverell af¬ 
flictions arife from every fibjcCt to thole that | 
provoke the divine wrath againll them ; for 
fuch as thcle liave neither the earth, nor tlic 
air, for tlieir friends ; nor arc the fruits of tlie 
womb according to nature, but every thing 
is unlricndly and adverle towards them. He ; 
laid farther, that the Egyptians fhould know 
this by fad eKjicnence ; and that bclulcs, tlie 
licbrcw people fliould go out of tiieir coun¬ 
try without their eonfent. 

'“T”' ■ ^ 

C El A P. XiV. 

Concerning the T-v; Plaguex ‘which came t/poti 
the Kgyptia/is. 

§ i.ljj^lTT when the kingdcTpifcd the words . 

Mofes, and had no regard at all to 
them, grievous plagues feized the Egyptians, 
c'very one of which I tvil! deferihe, both be- 
caUiC no fuv’a plagues did ever happened to 


I any other nation as the Egyptians now felt . 

I and bccaufe 1 -vsTould demonftrate that Mofe; 
did not fail in any one thing that he foretolr 
them, and bccaufe it is for the good of m<tL- 
kind, that they may learn this caution, not tc 
do any tiling that may difplcafc G.od, left lie 
be provoked to wrath, and avenge their ini- 
(juitics upon men. The Egyptian river tun 
with liloody-water, at the command of C.i’, 
infomuch that it could not he drunk, and cb'Cy 
had no other fpring of water ncitfier ; Ibr the 
water was not only of the colour of blood, but 
it brought upon thole that ventured to drink 
of it great pains, and bitter torment. Siali 
was the river to the Egyptians; hu'-'V-was 
fwcet and fit for drinking tcVihe iichrev s, ;i\ul 
no way difierent from what it naturally uled 
to be. As the king theielbre knew not what 
to do in tliefe furpriiing tircmnllanccs, am; 
was in Icar for the Egyptians, he gave the 
Hebrews leave to go away ; ' but when tim 
plague ceafed, be chang;ed his mind again, and 
would not fuffer them to go. 

2 . But when God faw that he was ungrate¬ 
ful, and ujion the ccaling of the calamity would 
not grew wifer, he fent another plague upon 
the Egyptians ; an innumerable imihilude of 
frogs confumed the fruit of tlie ground ; the 
Elver was alfo full of them, infomuch tliat thofc 
who drew yvater had it fpoiled by the blood of 
thefe animals, as they died in, and were if,- 
ftroyed by the water ; and the country was lull 
of iilrhy Himc, as they were born, and as they'- 
died : they alfo fpoiled their veft'els in their 
houfes which they ufed, and were found a- 
mong what they eat, and what they drank', 
and came in great numbers uppn their iieds. 
There was alfo an ungrateful fmcll an’(l''S'fLink 
arofe from them, as they were horn, and as 
they died therein. Now when the Egyptians 
were under the oppreftion of thefe miierics,* 
tlie king ordered Moles to take the Hebrews 
with him, and begone. Plpon which the whole 
multitude of the frogs vaniihed away ; and 
both the land and the river returned to tliEr 
former natures. But as foon as Pliaraoh la.w 

the 
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the land freed from this plague, he forgot the 
eauic of it, and retained'the Hebrews; and, 

as though he had a mind to try the nature 
of. inorc Inch judgments, he would not yet 
fiiltei'*Mofcs, and his people, to depart, having 
granted that liberty rather out of fear than put 
of any gooJ confideration. 

p Accordingly God puniChed his falfe- 
pels with another plague, added to the former: 

arofe, out of the bodies of the Egyp¬ 
tians, an innumerable quantity of lice, by 
winch, wicked as thc^ were, they mifcrably 
{•'ciiihcd, as not able to deftroy this fort of 
x cniiia, cither with walhes or with ointments. 
At which lerrihle judgment, the king of E- 
gyp^Av, asln'dlf c h'*-, upon the fear into which 
I.c reafoned himfelf, left his people fhould he 
deftruved, and that the manner of his death 
•.V,);. ;d!b reproachful ; fo that he was forced in 
"perl to recover himfelf from his wicked tem¬ 
per fo a founder mind ; for he gave leave for the 
•'cbrows thcmfelvesto depart. - But when the 
];! igue thereupon ceafed, he thought it proper 
tf) require, that they fhould leave their children 
and wives behind them, as pledges of their re¬ 
turn ; whereby he provoked God to be more 
vehemently angry at him, as it he thought to 
impofe on his providence, and as if it were 
only Moles, and not God, who punithed the 
Egyptians for the fake of the Elebrews : for 
he filled that country full of various forts of 
pcRileirtial creatures, with their various pro¬ 
perties, fuch indeed as had never come into 
the figlit of men before ; by whofe means the 
men perilhed themfclves, and the land was def- 
tute of hufbandmen for its cultivation ; but if 
any thing efcaped delfruftion fropa them, it 
was killed, hy ■& diftemper which the men un¬ 
derwent alfo. 

A. But when Pharaoh did not even then i 

• • i 

yield to the will of God; but while he gave i 
^eave to the huftiands to take their wives with | 
them, yet infirted that the children fhoilld be 
|eft behind, God prefently refolved to punifli 

* Of this judlci:il hardening the hearts, and blinding 
the eyes of wicked nfen, or infatuating them, as a jull 
. t)unifl)mcnt for their other wilful lins, to their own de- 
ih-udion,—fee the note on Aatiq. B. VII. ch. ix. J 6. 


his wickednefs with fevcral forts of calamities, 
and tliofe worfe than the foregoing, .w'hich )'ct 
■ had fo generally aflllcRcd them : for their bodies 
had terrible boils, breaking forth with blains, 
while they were already inwardly confumed; 
and a great p^i^rt of the Egyptians perilhed in 
<his niamier. But wlicn the king was not 
brought to reafon by this plague, hail was fent 
down from heaven ; and fuch hail it wa.s as 
the climate of Egypt had never'fuffered before, 
nor was it like to that which falls in oiher cli¬ 
mates in § winter-time, but larger than that 
which falls in the middle of Ipring to thofe that 
dwell in the northern and north-weftern regi¬ 
ons. This hail broke down their boughs load- 
en with fruit. After this a tribe of loculls con- 
fumed the feed which was not hurt by the hail, 
fo that to the Egyptians all the hopes of future 
fruits of the ground were entirely loit. 

5. One would think the forc-mentioned ca¬ 
lamities might have been fulHcient for one that 
was only fooliih, without wickednefs, to make 
him wife, and to make him fenfible what was 
for his advantage. But Pharaoh, led not I'o 
much by his folly, as by his wickednefs, even 
when he faw the caufe of his miferics, he flili 
contcltcd with God, and wilfully deferted tlie 
caufe of virtue : So he hid Moles take tlic He¬ 
brews away, with their wives and children, but 
to leave their catde behind, hnee their own cat¬ 
tle were deftroyed. But when Mofes laid, that 
what he defired was unjult, fmcc they were o- 
bliged to offer facrilices to God of thofe cattle : 
and the time being prolonged on this accoiiut, 
a thick darknefs, without the leall light, Ijirc.^d 
itfelf over the Ifgyptians, whereby their Hglit 
being obftru£ted, and their breathing hindered 
by the thicknefs of the air, they died iniCera- 
bly, and under a terror left they IhoulJ be 
fwallowed up by the dark cloud. Belides this, 
when the darknefs, after three ua)'s, and as 
many nights, was difilpatcd, and wlien Pha¬ 
raoh did not ftill repent and let the Hebrews 

5 As to this winter or fprinfr hail near Faypt and 
fee the like on thunder and lightning theic ui tlie note ou 
Antiq. B. VI. ch- v. § 6 . 
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f;o, M(-,!er, cnme to bim, and faid, “ IIow 
wilt thou I>c difobcdicnt to the command 
of God ? for he enjoins thee to let tlic Hebrews 
j-o; nor is tlierc any other w'ay of being freed 
irom the calamities you arc under, unlcfs you 
do fo," But the king was angry at wiiat he 
faid, and threatened to cut oil’his Iiead if he 
came any more to trouble him about thefe mat¬ 
ters. Flcrcupon Mofes faid, he would not 
i'peak to him any more about them ; for that 
he himfelf, together with the principal n'lCn 
among the Egyjdians, Ihonld dcfirc tlie Fle- 
hrevvs to go away. So when Mofes had faid 
this, he w’ent his way. 

6. But when God had fignlhcd, that with 
one more plague he would compel the Egyp¬ 
tians to let the FIchrews go, lie commanded 
iMoics to tell the people, that they Ihould have 
a facriiicc ready, and that tliey Ihould jmeparc 
thcmfelves on the tenth dav of the month 
Xanthiciis, .’gainft the fourteenth (which month 
is called by the Egyptians/’/wr/av/////’, and A7- 
/i/;/ by tlic Hebrews, but the Macedonians call 
it Xdv.ih'tiiis) and that he ilrould carry away 
tlie Hebrews, with all they liad. rkccording- i 
Jy he having got the Hebrews ready for their 
departure, and having forted the people Into 
tribes, he kept them together in one })iace ; 
hut rvhen the fotirtccnth day w’as come, and all , 
were ready to depart, they oflered the facriiicc, , 
ami purified their houfes with the blood, tiling 
hunches of liyfof) for that purpofe ; and when 
tliey liad flipped, they burnt the remainder of , 
tlie llelh, as jud ready to depart. Whence it , 
is, fliat wc do IVill offer this facrlficc, in like ■ 
manner, to this day, and call this feflival Pof- \ 
iba^ which fignilies the fcaft of the paffover; : 
hccaulc on that day God pajfed us over^ and ! 
fent the plague upon the Egyptians; for the j 
dcllrudion of thc-firll born came upon the 

* TJk k- l:irp;C prcfciits made to tJie Ifmclices, of vejp/s 
fif/ili'cr, and T,jb!.i of gold, and rnimart, -u'cre, as Jofeplnis 
Iruty calls them, ys'O, really them, not tliem, 

as our faliely renders them. Tliey vi’ere fpolls rc- 

(jurndy not hrmued oi themy Gen. xv. 14. Exod. iii. 22. 
xi. 2. Pfal. cv. 37. as the fame verfion falfely renders the 
Hebrew word here ufed, Exod. xii. 35, 36, God liad 
ordered the Jews lodcinaiiJ thefe as their pay and reward, 


,j Egyptians that night, fo tliat many of th 
il Egy'ptians, -which lived near the king’s jial'ci 
ji jicrfuaded Pharaoh to let the Flebrcn s go. Ai 
j cordingly he called for Moles, and lad thw 
begone, as liippofmg, tluit if once ilic In, 

! brews were gone out of the eouiiti '-, 1 yp. pt 
: fhould be Ifccd from its miferies. '1 li( v alio 
j honoured tlic Hebrews with * gilis ; liano in 
j order to get them to depart quickly, ami < ilicr;, 

I on account of their ncighbourliood, a. .!■ li,,' 
friemhhip they had with them. 

C H A P. XV. 

I IIuiv the llcl}'c%vsy 

II 

jj § I. O tlie Flehrcws wt-nr out of I’gvpt, 
<,3 while the E.g-) jitians wep.t, ami 1 - 
pented that they had treated them lo Iiard- 
iy. Now they took their journey by I eto- 
I p.olis, a ]djce at that time dderted, hut wheu 
Bahvlon was built alterwavd, when (limbvles 
laid Egjypt waflc : But as they went away li.ilii- 
ly, on the third day they came to a place calkii 
Baal-zephoHy on the Red Sea ; and wheu they 
had no food out of the land, bee.title it w.i.s a 
(leliirt, they cat of loaves, kneaded of Hour, 
only warmed with a gentle heat; ami tills food 
they made ufe of for thirty days, for what they 
brought with them out of Egyjit would not 
fuffice them any longer time; aiid this only 
-while they difpenfed it to cacli perlon, to ulc 
fo much only as would ferve for ncceOlty, Irat 
not for faticty. Whence it is, that, in memo¬ 
ry of the want wc -w'crc then in, w'c keep a 
feaft for eight days, which is called the Jct'Jl 
of iinlcavcnccLhrcad. Now the*'entire miilli- 
tude of thofc that went out, including the wo- 

. m en 

during their long and bitter flavery in Egypt, as atonc- 
j meats ior the lives of the Egyptians, and as ihc (omliOori 
of the Jews departure, and of the Egyptian dclivcr;mc(.>-" 
I from thefe terrible judgments, which, had they not now,, 
I ccafcd, ihfp had foon been all dead mrny as they thcnilclves 
I eonfefs, cliap. xii. 33. Nor was there any fciilc in ho"~ 
rowing ox lending, when the Ifraclitcs were imaliy depart¬ 
ing out of the laud for ever. 
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r.'.cn and children, was not e:iry to he number- '' 
eJ. ; hut tliofe that were oF an age fit for war, j 
\\-ere Fin; hundred tlioufand. j 

^2.1’'t’i! r, r h. h. R-gynt in the month Xanthi- 
cTi'b on. (be fiFtecnUh day of the lunar montli ; 
fon • 'nnT Irvd .iiul thirty rears after our forela- 
rh-1 ,\i)'.-ihani came into Canaan, huttwo 
■ '! ' n 1 and fiiteen years only after Jacob rc- | 

d Into Jryypi. It was the eightieth year ! 

• . *' a age of Tvlofes, and of that of Aaron | 
three more, 'fhev a^o carried out the bones | 
o!’ hoiej'.h -with them, as he had charged his | 
fam; to dm j 

2. But (lie Ee^Titians foon repented' that | 
ti c bota;e.'ys gone; and tlie hing alio : 

>w if mliglnlly concernetl that this had been [iro- J 
1 ured Ity the magic arts ot Moles ; io tlicy rc- j 
f..'ved to go alter them. Accordingly tliey i 
/.'•'o!. their wcaj'ions, and other warlike furni¬ 
ture, a. id puriiied after them, in (;rder to bring , 
the-n hick, ii'once they overlook them, hecaute I 
th', '/ would now have no pretence to pray to ! 
fdod againll them, iinee tliey had already been 
periniucil to go out: And they thought they 
lliouid eai'dy ovcuomc them, as they hr.d no ; 
armour, and would he weary with tlieir jour¬ 
ney ; fo (hey made luiiTc in their purluit, and 
alkcd of evrry one tliey met, wliich way they 
xvere e;oue ? And indeed tliat land was dilhcult 
to he tnivchcu over, not only hy arniics, hut by 
fmglc perl'ons. Now Moles Ted the Hebrews 
this way, that in cafe the Egyptians diould re- 

* 'Why luir Mafarcte copy fo grouiuUefsly abridges this 
aecouiu in Exod. xii. 40. -as to aferibe 430 years to tiie 
foie pcregiillation of the Ifraelites in Egypt, wlien it is 
elear, oven hy that Mafurcte ehronology ellevvliere, as well 
as from tlu‘ exjitefs text itfelf in the Sainarttaii, Septua- 
gint, and Jofeph':-,, that they fojourned in Egypt but ia/J' 
final -time ; and that hy confcquence the other half of their 
peregrination was in the land ot Canaan, before they eame 
int(' Egypt, is hard f.iy. See Ellay on the Old 'i’etta- 
nienl, p. (^2, 6 

J ]■ 'take the mail* part of Reland's excellent note here, 
which gre.uly ilinlhatcs Jiifcphus, and tlic fcriptiire, in 
tliis hillorv', as follows: “[A traveller, fays Reland, 
•phofe nanir was] Encrnan, when In'returned out of E- 
gypt, told me, lk.it he went the fame way from Egypt to 
mount Sinai, wliii h h^' fuppofed the Ifraelites of tild tra¬ 
velled ; and that lie I’oimd fevcral iiMuini.niious tracts, ihai 
xml tkiv.'ii lo'a ii'daht' I'ed Sea. li.' iii.mght the Ifraenm 
hau-^irotc.-ded as f... .0 defart of Etham (iveod. .vui. I 


’pciit. and he defirous t.') purfite after (h '.'u, 
Uiiigiit liiM'eTgo tlic jiuiiilhnieit ri tlibi.'- 
v.dckecincis, and nfthe h'/c-ach of tl ok ].ri».''.u.cs 
tiicv laid made to them. As alfo iic ied tliciri 
this way on accouuv of the f'hilhline;., who 
had (juarrellcd witli (hem, and liatcd them of 
old, that hy all means they miglit not k'.mw 
of their departure, for their country is nciir (;> 
that of Egypt ; and thcucc i* wa,s th.at Moles 
led them not along; tlic road that tended to ihc 
land of the Pliililline.s, but lie was dclirfius tliat 
llicy Ihould go through the defart, that fo, aC 
ter a long journey, and after many aiHidions, 
they jnight enter upon the land tif (Fuiaaru 
Another reafon of this was, that Clod liad com¬ 
manded him to bring the people to mount oi~ 
p.xai, that there they might olfer him lacriliccs. 
Now when the Ikgvptian.H had overt:ik,;n tlic 
Idehrcws, they j'liejvired to fight them, a’ld 
by their multitude they drove them into a na:-- 
row place; for the number that pnrfucd after 
them was h.x luinitrcd chariots, with filty thoi> 
find horfernen, and two hundre.d tlionlamd 
footmen, all armed. They alfo !ei/ed on tlio 
palfage:’ hy which thev imagined the Ilehirv:; 
might ily, {Tiutting them op J' hctwccii inac'. ch- 
lible lU'ccipTces, and the lea ; for ihei ' wa'. [.on 
each fide] a [ridge of] mountains, tliat (.ernii- 
nated at the lea, which were iinpan.ihle, h-y re.a- 
ion ol their rotigbncls, and ohllruAed tlmir 
ilight; wherefore they there preffed upon tiic 

Ile- 

20.) ■when they -were eonuTuuuk-cl by Ood to j/■/.•.■■,/ /■ ./■ 
(Exod. xiv. 2.) and to pinii their camp Miyo. 1 

and the Jr a ; and that when tliey were not able to Ily, ua- 
lefs by fe.i, they were iluit in on each fide hv moun¬ 
tains.. .lie alfo thought we might cviiknUy L .u ne, 
how it might be laid, that tlic KVaelite.. nxre iakar.i l.e- 
fore they W'cnt over the fi;a, ar..l vet inisdit Im ! lid o- a.i'o.t 
L 07 r,e intO' Elliain after the'/ had palled ovai tis. ha ako. 
llefidc.s, he gave au accoiua iiow lie d m m .1 ri .eri.’t 
a boat, near the city .Sue--, whieh ha lay.i nml: nai'd, b.- 
the J lernpolis of the anelcut (iiu'e t!i U ally m 'aK; o./l be 
fituated any wlicre elfe in. dial neigi b.'urk t o.” 

As to the r-aiWHis p.ilfjye pioduee-.l h.ia .-y l)i b.-rna.u! 
out of Herodotus, a,., l’ a niorf’aii.'k'eia li'.ak, 1 udm;. -yy 
ol'die Ifraeiltcs euiniiig (K'.rn the hed .S, a i,a.) I’..!' i! ,u, 
ilili'.ep C'uiiibeil-aiil i..t.s fiiewn, 'Lls.n i: la-l'i i;. I oi e 
oiil Canaiani'.a or i’lrroi-i.ii! ilmpbd'rd', . d :h 1 o, ' , g 
out of ha;. I'l I a . u.i m or 'a.ijniai 1, bug l,e. lLc 
diys of Ivh ;e'j. b,i'.ekeaiau ‘g. _; ■ ,, 
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Hebrews with thtilr army, wlierc the [rulges 
of] tiic mountains were clofcJ with th^e fea, 
vrliich army they placed at t!ic cliops of the 
mountaiirs, that fo' they miglit deprive them of I 
amy paffage into the plain. 

4. When the Hebrews therefore were nei¬ 
ther able to bear up, being thus, as it were, 
befieged, becaufe they wanted provifions, nor 
faw any poliilde way of efcaping ; and if they 
ihould have thought of fighting, they had no 
weapons, they expedfed an univerfal dcfiruc- 
tion, unlefs they delivered themfclvcs tip vo¬ 
luntarily to the Egyptians. So they laid the 
blame on Mofes, and forgot all the ligns that 
had been ■wrought by God for tire recovery of 
their freedom ; and this fofar, that tiieir incre* 
dulity prompted them to throw ftoncs at the 
proplifct, while he encouraged them, and pro- 
irfifcd them deliverance ; ami they refolvcd 
that they would deliver themfclvcs up to the 
E'.gvptians. So there was forrow and lamenta¬ 
tion amona: the women and children, who had 
nothing but deftrudfion before their eyes, while 
they were encompalfed with mountains, the fea, 
and their enemies, and difeerned no -wnay of 
fiyiiig from them. 

Bur Mofes, though the multitude look- 
cd’iicrcely at b.iin, did not, hoxvever, give o- 
ver ific uarc 'b' tlicm, but defpifed all dangers, 
oat (/f his trull in God, wlio, as he had afford- 


Gocl will fuccour us, by whofc operation it i; 
that we are now encompafTed within this nar¬ 
row place, that he may deliver us out of ilicli 
difficulties as are otherwife unfurmounialdc, am’ 
out of which neither you, nor ycnir cmniric;-, 
expedl you can be delivered, ami may .u (Mice 
demonflrate Ills own power, and Ids providence 
caver us. Nor does God ufe to give his hcl]i in. 
fmall difficulties to thofe whom he favours, bur 
in fuch cafes where no one can Icc hov . -ny 
hope in man can Ixittcr their condition. I)e- 
pend tlrerefore upon fuch a protcc^lor, as is ah’e 
to make fmall things great, and to ihew tlnst 
this mighty force againfl you is nothing i;ut 
weaknefs, and be not affriglitccl at tire bi^p^ ptian 
army ; nor do you dcfpair feTrarcmg prciei > j', 
becaufe the fea before, and the mountains 
hind, afford you no opportunity for flying, for 
even thefe memntains, if God fo pleafe, ma y hm 
plain ground for jov, and the fea became dry 
land.”' 


C H A V. XVI. 

Sea was divided afundcr fc r 
when they were pur [tied In; 


the 

tie 


How the 
Hebrews 

Kgyptlans^ and fo gave them an Oppcrlriuty 
efijeaping from them. 




w 


HEN Mofes had faid tills, he led 
them to the lea, while the Egyp¬ 
tians locked on, for they were within light. 


cd the;n tin: feveral fle[i.s already taken for the | Now thefe were fo diflreffcd by the toll of tl 


leir 


iTcovory of their liberty, which he had fore¬ 
told them, v-muld not now fuffer them to be , 
Juhdued bv rliclr enemies, to be cither made 
Haves or be flain by them. And, handing in 
the midfl of them, he faid, “ It is not juft for its 
to diftrull even men, when they have hither¬ 
to well managed our affairs, as if they would , 
not l)c the fune men hereafter; but it is no 
better than madnefs, at this time, to defpair of , 
the providence of God, by yvhofe power all 
thofe tilings liave been performed, wdiich he 
pvomifed, ■when you expiciftcd no fuch things: ; 
T mean :dl tluit 1 have been concerned in for i 
ynur deliverance, and eicape from llavcry. Nayg i 
wivn we are in tim utmoil diftrefs, as you fee ! 
wc now are, wc ouglit the rather to hc'pe that-! 


purfuit, that they thought jiroper to put off 
fighting till the next day. But *dien Mofes 
was come to the fea-lhore, he took liis rod, 
and made fupplication to God, and called up¬ 
on him to be their helper and affiftant ; and 
faid, “ Thou art not ignorant, O I.ord, that 
it is bcy'ond human ftreftgth, artlr human con¬ 
trivance, to avoid the difficulties wc are now 
under, but it muft be thy wprk altogetlier to 
procure deliverance to this army, which has 
left Egypt at thy appointment. ^ Wc dcfpair of 
any other affiftance or contrivance, and have 
recourfe only to that liope wm have in thee ^ 
a,nd if there be any method that can promife us 
an el'cape, by thy providence, we look up to 
■* thcr 



.vAF. XVI. A N T I O U T T 1 X 3 Of 


(Ik'c r<'A-it, Arullctit conic (juickiy, tind nv,"',- i 
iki ll t]iy |» over to iis ; luii.l ilo t'loa mile uo t!k. > ;■ 
mci'm yrind'couiCe.fc ;;inl hope <’) ('lehs'ec- e 

■.t.i't, \rhri cm liecp-ly iimk into a (’ilconluiat ; i 



j, a’. niorc-roLr "■ ■oiitiy nuce.A'oI tl.e!:;, 


oi 'e.iiMk We a.reiu a hciplels pkntc, but 
nii: i; W^iilccc tlui'; thou |)Oilcncil ; but flilO 
lliiiic, t!;c mountain;; that indole us | 
!o tlviL thei'e mountains will open ' 


as bopinp no ii i: e; eco;-.' to ihem nd- 

•dcr ; but tile I'e'vptijMa: vi i r? :i?or a'A' to 1 1. n 
thi.-e went into a roml nreic.'cr tb,c He'.T'/'s, 
a!‘!tl not lor otb'T; ; 1,’nn this r<>ad v..; -; me. 


' ■•vot ik tiifin commanddl them, and tim I 
i'o, it llvon crniunaiideft it, will become ' 
m 1 . Nay, ve-tnip;bt eicape by a lligbr : 
■ h ihc air, if thou diouldell determine we j 
A in ve tb o way of falviition.'’ ' | 


, A";;: 0, . !u; d tlsUs addrellcd Ill lufelf (o ! 

r.y ' the lea with bis I'od, wbicb j 

'-rrVnn.d.er a! the firokc, and reccivinp; tliole I 
. . imo iileif, left tlie ground dry, as a nxul ; 
;i place ' f bight for the Hebircws. Now- j 
...;en Pvhdls f.w this ap])earancc of God, auii ! 
d; .! ‘\\c fea Avcnl out ot its owm ])lacc, and left | 
- i; ■ . md, be v. c’it fudl of add into it ; and bit’ the | 
1 , aovi's to iollow him along tlia.t divine road, | 
i [■' rmedcc at the danger their enemies, that | 
tbiPacvedi t’ncm, were in; and gave thanks to 
C/odi f'.r tliis lo ivirprifing a deliverance which 
.•-p-peare<! I'l'om liim. 

iNoV'/ while tbefe blcbrewm made no il.ty, 
l.iit'Vcr.t on carneRly, as leal by God’s prd'ence 
'cdidn thcfri, the I'.gyptians fuppofed, at hill, 
td.at they v.’crc dillracled, and were g'oiug mlh- 
iy upon maiiirdl. dcllrndtion. But wlien tliey 
fiw that they were gone a great way avirhout 
euv harm, and that no obllaclc or difficulty fell 
iii ilicir journey, they made hafle to purfue 
tiiem, hoping that the fea would be calm for 
ileem alfo. They put them horfe forcmoll, and 
went down dicmfelves irfto the fea.. Now the 
“Helarews while thefe were putting on their ar¬ 
mour, and therein fpending their time, were | 

/ Of thefe ftarjTif! of wind, thunder, an-d lightning, I 
:U this drowning of i’hanioh’s anriv, .ilmofi: w.'niing in | 
our copies of Exodu.s, but fully cxtaiit in tlr.it ot Uavid, 
]‘f. Ixivii. i<>, 17, 18. -And in th.it of jofephus her-; 
ice I’.n.'V 'ai the O’xl Tflt. nppend. p. 11;4, 155, 

p \v h.il foiTic hav* here objef led againtt this paih’ge of j 
the IdacUr,'-. oici tlic Red ,^lc.i, i/i /his oik’ nig'Z/, from the 1 
■•^•omnieii ir.ip.; ■::z. tu'it tiiis fe.i licinv hero about tliiity j 
noies hr.i.ul, to cicat an army could not pals over ;!. ni 1 .) . 


I’or It'.e dciiver.mcc f»i tiioi'C in d.Ti'yr, I 'U r.t t 
Ibr tliofe ih.s! were earned l'> mala, nb- ■ it i.u' 
the others dellri'.flion. As fo.-ai tl'c:cbm' a.-, c-. 
ver the whole I'pyypti.in army was wifiiin it, 
the le.i flowed to iis own p-as*-,^ .tiu! cone dow-n 
with a torrent r.iifed In.^ Ji.,)rtr!s (.!' wind, and 
encompalied tile I'gyptit;ui, biio’.'-yrs (-!. r.-in 
alfo came down from th-e A)-, .''o.'i dr(.a ''b!i 
thund.crs, and ip'.’.bluicy, wi':! ihdha.s or' hi 
1 nimciOr-'Knts aiio w.;'-; ciir-'.-Ck luv o ic sn. 
Nor '.V !s b'lc.c .IP-.' thin,if, '•vi-’.ah. u'..,. t<) b-e .h-! t 
liv Go'j upon men, aa i.-UTsu (sisol Ids y .. dp 
whici'did p -t- bcpppii a! i'da lime, haw- d-;:" 
and (uima) ui.-'ir oonnhi l timm. A;.! du', 

I 1 Ik 

did ail the'.' mw! pcrhii, i-o i-iai the’'-" w.r- 
one rn.U! l-efr i o b-e meffi ngcr ot t'u.s e.- ht’oh r 
to tlie red c-i tb-e isgvptiaus, 

4. Biry t'-.c rlchrc'.vs -c. ctiw/i, a’d" e, tm- 
tain tbcpif'lvcs by loy at tl.Arwond; hd (hh- 
v.ar.uuc, and dt'RniirKm. (d their enwi'i : ; uo'.y 
indeed iuppofing ib.cnddvcs Iti m;\- il. c.' -Tc.i, 
wlicn thotc that would brnw' forced th-rn t -'o 
flavery were deflroyed, and wlieu tie., io'md 
they iia.d God to ('videtnK lor their ip'o!-. Aor. 
And now ihcfc I lebrmv;. having <-fe.iia d tin' 
danger lliey vvere in, after this m.irmer; mul 
b-cFides that, leein'.>; their ciK'mics puidOie.d in 
Inch a wav as i-, never rceorrl-d of any (.elnr 

J ^ ■' 

men whomfoever, were all the nigii! eUijiokvd 
in fmging oi']i)’mus, and iti nn'r'i!. 1 f-...h,'es 

lull) 

fliort Ti lime, is a gr''r>,; niiiialcc. Mor.l. 't lu'viiK'r, an .m- 
thcntic cyc-wi:m i';:, inform;, us, tJint t’lisfca, ici ,iL,out l.u; 
(lavs joui ney, is no where more thm ah-.'it e:;:iir oi nii.e 
miles ovci'-i o',s ; jU'.! iii place tnC lo..,! or I;"'- li,lu".., 
.>.ccorc.!ln.>.^ I-.' 15 ■ l.ilh'-. ni.ip, .V'hich i ■- iicu'c 'ro.n l!i.' I e‘t 
iwivdlcrs li-.ciiil -Ivc;, .ir.il not copfjd iiini': o.’d'ts. 
h.a'. ba.cn f el'ior ohj-.'-'.ie ! .y,;oin(l diii pall,ol the hi '' i- 
iiC", .uiJ .I'.owiiij.g .-'f 11 .c Pais;., Ivli'y nilrc.culoc ; 
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ullb coinpofetl a fon;^; unto God, c'OiU^inin;^ his 
praifcs, and a thankiglvin;- for Jiis kli|dnLi!i, 
in * hexameter verl'e. 

5. As. lor mylelF, I have delivered every 
part of tills hi'tmy as I found in the facred 
books : Nor let any one .'ll wonder at the 
lirangcnefs of the narration, if a way were dilh 
covaed to thofe men of old time, who were 
free from the wickednefs of the modem ages, 
whether.it happened by the will of God, or 

wx. That Mofes niiglit carry tlic Ifraeiites over at a /aw 
iiik, without any iiiir.vclc, while yet the EjjyfJtians, not 
knowing tlie title fo well as he, might be drowned upon 
the return of the tide, i.s a Itraiige ftory indeed ! 'flnit 
Mofes, who never had Jived here, Ihoukl know the quan¬ 
tity and time of the flux and reflux of the Red Sea, better 
tlwn tlu; Egyptians thcmfclves, in its nciglibourliood ; yet 
docs Artapanus, an ancient heathen Jiillorian, inform us, 
t.'...t tliis was what tlio more ignorant Mcnopliitos, wlio 
Lvetl at a groat dilhince, pretciultd ; though he cor.fefil's, 
tint the more learned Ileliopolitans, who lived much nearer, 
owned the deftruciiou of i!ie Jigypti.ms, and the deliver¬ 
ance of the Jiiaelitcs, to have been miraculous. And IJe 
C.ulro, a niathejuatician, wJio fun'eyed tills fc,i with great 
ex-utnrf:-, informs us, tiiat tiiere is no gre.it flux or reni.x 
in tins j.ai t ot the Red .Sea to give a colour to this hyjxithc- 
Jis; nay, th.ic tlie cievation ol tlie tide tlicre, is little above 
Jiaii ih..- h."igh; of a man. See Kthiy on tlic Old Tcltamcnt, 
append, p. a.'i.o. So vain and groundlefs are thefe 

and the like evaiio.is and fulitcvfugcs of our modern feep- 
t'cs and unlH'lievei J .uul fo cer. inly do thorough enqui- 
lic ', '.n.l .lutlientir evidence, thlpiMve and confute lueil 
ev,,'; im , .Old I’ubLi-rfllgt s upon ,01 oi c.'.iimis. 

* Wh.a liiat /uratiieTer va,m which Mofes’ trium- 
]'h m: :ic)g i^ liriv I'.iid ti' he writtcu, diflniclly means, OUT 1 
pivrci;.. . pidr.nice of tiie old jlcincw inciTc, or nieafure, ' 
wiil jMf let u,. lieic:mill'’. Nor doe;; it appear to me eer- 
1,un, ih it c\'ci: joii pliiis himfclfh.al a diflii'A notion of it, 

1 hough he ipoahs of fcveral iiirts of that metre, or me.ifure, 
lu'ta i.ci-e ;:nd eli'e.wiieif, Ailtii]. I). IV. ch. viii. 5 44 . and 
Jh V 1 i. eiu xii. .j 4 . 

1 ’lake !i'1C the oi'ippiiitil p.dlhges of tlie four old au- 
tlior.. tli.ii Itill lemaiii, as to t.his tiaiifit of Alexander the 
(hc.it over the ihimphyhiin fe.i, I mean of Calliithenes, 
.Str.dio, Allan, and Appiaii. As to Calliilhcnes, vdio 
Limte'l aceompanied Alexander in thi.s e.xpediiion, Eu- 
ilathiu;;, in his note.s upon the tirird Iliad of Jfotner (as 
3)r IJeniard here infoiens u-s) fays, That “ this Callihhc- 
nc.s wrote, how the Pampityli.uv fea did not only opcii a 
jiaflage for A'ec.uidcr, Init oy riling and tlevitirg its wa¬ 
ters, dill pay liiiU liom.ige as it., king.” Strabo’s account 
is-tliis, (haig. il. hJV. p. (\G6. “ Now about Ph.d'eiis is 

tint narrow paflage, by the fea-hde, throiqth wliicdi Alex¬ 
ander led his army. There is a mountain calk'd C.hiiiaXy 
which adjoins to the fe.i of !'am;>!iv!ui, leaving a narrow 
juiuiigc Oil the flior., which in c.ihn we^tiier is hr.ic, hi 
uo to 0., p.uhaiilc by tiavciL'is ; hut when the lea oveiiiows. 


whether it happened of its own accord ; wlille 
for the fikc of thofe that accompanied Alexan 
dor, king of Macedonia, whb yet lived, corn' 
p.tratively, but a little while .ago, the Ihunph/ 
lian fea retired, and afforded tlicna a paffagi 
through itlelf, when they had no .k'thcr wa^ 
to go ; I mean, when it was the will t>f Go. 
to deftroy the monarchy of tlie Perhans : Am 
this is confelfod to be true by ail that 1i. vi 

wr/ttc! 

it is covered to a great degree by the waves. Now tiu n 
the al'cent by the mountains being round about, and (Kij 
in hill weather they make ule of tiie road along the coali 
liut Alexander fell into the winter feafun, and permittin 
himfeif chiefly to fortune, he marched_nTTjj;^.,«.*»iayi,; ui 
ri'tired, and fo it happened that tlftty were a vitnofl- d,,( ; 
journeying over it, and were under water u]> to tlie n.iwi 
Ariair’.s account is tliis, B. E p. 72, 74. ‘‘ When Ah 

;mi!er removed from PJialelis, he lent fume p.irt n( I 
army over tlie mountains to Perga, wiiielv road ilu i’lirc- 
cians (hewed him. A dillieult w.iy it 'x;i,s, but Hjoit. 
However, he himfeif conducted thole llrat were witli him 
bv the fea-llioic. 'riiis road is impalfable :tt ;my o'.hi 
time than when the north wind blows ; hut if tile (outh 
wind prevail, there is no p.ifl'mg by tiie Ihorc. Now at 
thi.s time, after Itrong foutli winds, a north wind Iflew ; 
and that not without the Divpne Proviiience (a.s hot it I e 
and they that were with him fuppofed) :md alibnhd him 
an eafy and quick pallage.” Appian, \i lien he co np.ircs 
C'.efar and Alexander togetlier (l)e iieli. Civil, t'l. II'. 
p, 522) fays, “ 'riial they both depended upon ihcii hoid- 
nefs and fortune, as much as on tlteir Ikil! in w.ir. A.s 
an inllance of wiiith, Alexander journeyed over a coun¬ 
try without water, in the heat ot luiunier, to the oracle 
of [Jupiter] Jfammoii, and c|uiekly paiTed over the Bay 
of i’.iitipliylia, when, by Dixnne J'lovideiue, the fe.t w.is 
tut off; 'Vhwd Providenee rcilraining the fea on hi.s ac¬ 
count, as it had feat him rain wheti he travelled [over 
the defart.”] 

N. B. .Since, in tJie d-ays of Jofephus, a.s he afliires us, 
id/ tiie more numcrou.s original hiltori.m.s of Alexander 
gave tlie account he has. here fet down, tis to the pro- 
udential going back of the waters of tlie Piinipliylian 
fea, when he was going with hi.s army to deltioy the* 
Perlian monarchy, which the fore-named authors now 
remaining fuily coniirm } it is without all juft founda¬ 
tion that Jofephus is here blamed, by^, fome late writcrsjj. 
fur (juoting thofe ancient author;, upon the prefeiit oc-' 
caruni ; Nor can the relletSfions of Plutarcli, or any other 
■author later than Jofephus, he in the leall here ailedged 
to contradid: him. jofephus went by all the evidence lie^ 
then had, and that evidence of the molt autliemic fort 
alfo ; iSo tltat whatever the moderns may tliink of thlt 
thing infclf, there is hence not the leall colour for lindiny , 
fault with Jol'ephirs ; he would rather have been much ‘J 
blame, had he omilieJ thefe quotations. 
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written about the actions of Alexander. But 
as to thefc events, let every one detennine as 
lie pleafes. 

^ 6 ,- Oxr tlic next day Mofc.s gathered together 
\vc.ipon‘i oi' the J’.gvptians, which were 
bi the camp of the Hebrews, by the 

ciiirr u of the lea, and the force of the winds 
■diuling it ; and he conjeiifured that this alio 
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j liappcned by IDlvlne Providence, that fo they 
! might "not be dcllitule of weapons. So when 
h;' ordered tiie Hebrews to arm tliemfelves 
with them, he led them to mount Siirai, in or¬ 
der to offer facrificc to God, and to render ob¬ 
lations for the falvation of the multitude, as he 
was charged to do before-hand. 


BOOK III. 


Containing the 


Interval of Izw Tears. 


; From the Exodus out of Egypt to the Rcjcdtion of tliat Generation.] 


C H A P. I. 

/A70 Mofes^ when hr had brought the People 
(>;:! of /fyi'/’/, led them to Mount S/naf but 
not till they had JnJfercd much in their Jour¬ 
ney. 

§ i.W'T THhK the Hebrews had obtained 
filch a wonderful deliverance, the 
country was a great trouble to 
them: for it was entirely a delart, and without 
all fndenance for them ; and alfo had’ exceed¬ 
ing Pftle water, fo that it not only 'was not at 
all fufri!:ient for the men, but not enough to 
feed any of the cattle, for it was parched up, 
amPhad no moillure that might afford nutri¬ 
ment to the vegetables : fo they were forced 
to Travel over tliis country, as having no other 
jAnintry but this to travel in. They had in- 
"^deed carried water along with them from the 

* Dr Bcnriril takes roticc here, that, this place Mar, 
where rise vi-ateis werc|hittcr, is called bv the Syrians and 
At’ibi.ins d/n/o', and by t!ic SvTians fometimes 
;il! dcrivcii fioin I'le Ihlncvv Mar : lie alfn fakes notice, 
thb*- #t is cailcJ the llUcr fountain by Hliny iiinifclt. 


land over which they had travelled before, as 
their conductor had biutlen them ; but when 
that Was fpent, they were obliged to draw wa¬ 
ter out of wells, with pain, by rcalon of the 
h irdticfs of the foil. Moreover, what water 
they found was bitter, and not fit for drinking, 
and this in fmall (piaiititics alfo. And as they 
thus travelled, they came late in the evening 
to a place called Marah, which had that 
name from the badnefs of its water, lor -Mar 
denotes bitternef, Th’ther tlicy came afllieled, 
both by the tcdioufncis oi their journey, and 
by their wumt of food, for it eulircly failed 
them at that time. Now here was a avell, 
which made them chafe to ftay in tiic ]d;uc, 
which, although it v/ere not fullicient to fati.s- 
fy fo great an army, did yet afford tiicm fome 
comhu't, as found in inch defart places ; lor 

tlicy 

Wliich waters remain tbcrc to this li.iy, aivj a’'c il-ll 
liitlcr, as Tlievcnot a-Turcs us; ami lli.ii arc .ilto 

.'.Iminlancc of palni-trccs. IJce his Triivcls, part 1 . ciu i. 

p. 166. 
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llsC' 
t :;.it 
t ra ■, 


‘ic.'.rd from tlu'*' 
!;icre waa yvAn 
■Hcd E'Faar. 'V 


K.^,. 


to icarch. 


iiii 


K t- H c‘ / 

',cr Fiuci', 


au.i not In idr inch no arinl; 


V-' i O 

;n'u r.ot <)n!v id, 
!;nr it %vas intcd-'ral'le even to the c.*tde them- 
idve;. 

2. Wi'!i:’'c Moics Aw liow nmcli'tlic people 
\vere.c:th do'.vp, end diet the occafiou of it 
conlJ not be rnntradiclcd ; Fo-r the people were 
nor in t.ae nature of a eo’ ipiete army of men, 
who mipht opocle a ' umh^ iorlituuc to the 
ncecllity tine'- fiiF.relted them, ’ilic mnldlude 
of the ehiidr.:', iiiv.l o' the wenaten aifo, being 
of too Aveak caioielti' ; to be perfuatled !>y rca~ 
ion, blunted the couiepe of tfu.’ men thend'elves. 
Moles therel’ore was in m'eat difBcuUies, and 
made every bc'd)''s calamity to be ifis own : 
Ihir they ran all of the!:i to him, and begged 
of liim ; the tvormen beeyred lor tlieir infants, 
and the mtTi for 'f'c women, that lie veould 
tint overlook I'lem, but pu'ociirc i'oine way or 
other for their del; rcranee, hie therefore be¬ 
took hiinfelf to player to Clod, that he would 
change tlie rvatcr from its prefent hadnefs, and 
inake it lit for drinking. And wlicn God had 
granted inin tliat favour, he took'the lop of 
a Itiek that lay down at liis feet, and divided 
it in llu; middle, and made the 'feclion Icnglli- 
wavs. He then let it down into the well, and 
rmaded tlu; Ilehrew;; tliat God had hearken- 
to his prayers., and hail promifed to render 
the water fueh as they delired it to be, in cafe 
tlir r Avould l.H- fubfervient to him in wdiat he 
(lio'.ild injoin tliem. to <io ; and this not after 
a vemifs or negligent manner. And when 
they aiked, kVdiat they wTi'e to do in order to 


liav! 

the 


tlic Avater changed for the'better ? lie b 
’’ llrongcil iiK'U among them lint hov 


tiific, to draw up water; ana t 


I ^ 

■iCi 


that when the greatefi parr was r'rrv-. i 
remainder would lie fit to drink ; rb' t :> 
houred at it till tlie water was fo . 

purged, as to be lit to diink. 

't. An}> nowu reinc’.iuiT I'rrsa f'eme, 

^ J O ’ 

came to Idim ; wdiicli ])!acc lotfked avc'! 
dilkincc, for there was a grove of pah - 
but when they enme nerw it, it appear- d 
a had place, for the pahn-trecs v'ccrc no 
than levcnty ; aiul they w'er-c ill-'-rowii 
creeping trees, iiy tlie want of Ava'cr ; f; 




V>V‘ 

1 . 


coinUry about w'as 



lure fuiheient to water thein, 

) 

tlli'L .-iSWI’li, ■" " 
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* TIic additions b.ere to Mofes’ account of the fweeten- 
ing the vaiters at M.irah,. fccin derived from fonie ancient 
ji'-c.lhnc aiitltor, and he fuch an ttuthov alio as looks Icfs 
amhcnlic th.u; aic ufu.illy followed by jofephus. I’hiio 
has not a f''Il-ablcof tlicl'c additions, nor any other ancient 
•w nter that we now know of- I'lad Jofephus rvi iltcn thefe 
his Amiijnitirs fo;-the nfe of Jews, he w'onid Iiardly have 
ph'in thi:ni tiief. very inipiobaidc I'ircnrnllancos ; lait wad- 
title to (lenriic',, that they might not complain oi Ids cmif- 
don of any accounisof f.tch miracles derivcii from (ienti^ 
’e:-, lie ihd no! tidink prayer to conceal whal lu had met 
e i:h -ihcri' ahonl lids n. -ittm : AVhieli procedure is per- 
cCij aatceabie to ti.e eli.ii.icier and ul.iye oi jee.-y’a.us 


ru niT-C "' tr. 
w.'iu CcnvC'.i t.r ll';crn Iv' 
tlie IbunUiinj, A'vliich vvitre, in iiuinbcr twi'' 
they were, rather a low niohl pi.ices ti, 
fpriugs, wiiich not breaking our. rd.lbe gnmne,, 
nwr running over, could lurc tulliekiU') watc-' 
the trees. And wdien tliey dug into the land, 
tliey met tvitli no water ; Aid if tliey took 
few drops of it into their hands, they fmand i' 
to be ufelcfs, on account of its iuikL d’b 
trees alfo were too weak to bear iruit, for went 
of being fufBciently cherilhed and cnii', sued 
by the w ater. So they laid the blame on lb, ir 
condudfor, and made heavy complaints agrfudl 
him ; and laid, that this tiieir miferablc ik'te, 
and the e.v.pcrience they had of advci ik)', were 
owing to him ; for that they had tlien joiirnc} - 
cd an entire thirty days, and had fpent all tin 
provifions they luul brought witli tbeiu, and 
meeting with no relief, they were in a very 

de- 

vtpon m.my occafions. Thisnotcis, IconfcA, h.in4;.roi’- 
; jccfnnil : ;iiid r;nt:e“Jnfephus never tells us wlicn liis evn 
' copy, t'.ikcn out ol the temple, had fuch additionf., o. 

I when any ancient notes fujiplied them ; or indeed m !.■ ii 
they wcic derived from Jcw'ifli, and'when liom (Js-ntlpc* 

I anti,)>iilv, we cau go no fartlicr than hare if.'tijtdln:es ii>» 
j liu'li calcs ; only the notion of Jews were penerallv io 
j iliiTertnt from tliofc of (lentiltcs, that we may aura tnin s 
I make no improbahlc conjedfiius to which ion Inch ;uK!i- 
! tions belong. See alfo foniewln'ti like thcle additions in 
j JofephuB’s account of Llilba’s niakinj' fwcet the latter and 
I bancit fpring near Jericho, Of the War, ih IVh cli, v'-'.. 

A 3- S " 
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^.wii'tlition. And In’fixinji; tlu ir al- 
I’iP-MiOti i!}X)n nothing hut their prclent luistor- 
tuuesv tlicv were hindered from ■rciuemheriiig 
u’.'. u deliverances they had received from Cfod., 
i. ad tliofe hy the virtue and wifdom of Moles 
'!S*^; U> they were very angry at their conduc- 
lo , ■miT'v.-fierc zealous in their attempt to fionc 
h;m, .'lo the diredt occafiou of their prefent ml- 
i>. ties. 


4. Ilirr as Tor Mofes hirnfelf, while the mui- 
tunde were irritated and bitterly let againll 
him, he vh.ccrfully rrhed upon God, and upon 
l-h ( (mhir.ul'nels of the care he had taken o\ 
t - ' his own people: and lie canic into the 
I ih of them, evm while they clamoured a- 
' ’■ and hid floiics in tlieir liajuls in 
.m-'chrpatch liitn. Now he wasofana- 
nv Jo j'.rei'i^nce, .oul very able to p/crliisde 
t'io jieoplo i)y Ids fji^^chos ; accordingly he he- | 
In mitigate tijeir anger, and oJiorted them j 
me 10 i:o ovo;-mindful of their prefent adver- 
led they ilmnld thereby fufTer the henc- 
l.t,, i!;at lorn formerly been hcilowcd on them 
tO' i'ij) om of their memories; and he dcfired 
then) hiy no nteans, on account of their prefent 
tmeaiinefs, to caft tlioie great and wonderful 
fivou;:, and pirh;, wdiich they liad obtained of | 
(h'd, out of their minds, but to expeft deli-j 
vcrance tmt of thofe their prefent troubles, | 
vvhicli they could not free thcmfelv^gs from, | 
and tl)i;- by the meansof that Divine I'rovidence ' 
Vv’l)ic!i watched over them. Seeing it is pro- 
h:il)!e, tlnit God tries their virtue, and cxcr- 
eii'es their patience by thefe advcrfities, that it 
may appear what fortitude they have, and what 
memory they retain of his former wotiderful 
w’orhs in their favour, and whether they will 
not tliink of them upon occafion of the rniferier, | 
tlj(v/ now’ feci He told them, it appeared they 
were not really good men, citlter in piniendt, 
or-ln remembering wdiat had been fuccefsfully 
j^onc for them, foinctimes by contemning God, 
and his commands, when by thofe commands 
they left tlic land of Kgypt; and fometimes Ity i 
beliavlng tlremfelves ill towards him w'ho wa; j 
the iervant t^f Gfd, and this when he had h 
never deceived them, cither in what he liiid, j 


S O F T H E J E W S. yt 

or h;i,i ordcvcfi (hem to do hv God’s commend. 
He alio put the!!) in miiui oi ail that haul ] ai- 
i-ed ; how the r.g\ :v • ws w’cre deflroycd wlicn 
tliey arienij’t-'ti m dimJi'i loc’''., eojitrary to (he 
ci. ,;!nami cJ God; emd ificdw’het niamier tine 
very fame ricer w'a:; to I'l- odiers Moody, ;ind 
noi lit for drinking, l«„u we", to them fweet, 
and"'lit for drinkiiig; and liow’ (hey w'cnt a 
new road tliroiudi the iea, winch fled aloim 
I w’ay from them, hv whicii very incMU". they 
! w'cre llicmfelves preferved, hut faw their cmc- 
i miLS dellroyed ; and that when they were' i ) 
want of weapons, God gave them jilcrv.v cJ' 
them: and I'o he recounted all the jciitieelar 
inilances, liow wdicn tlicy were, in ap.pear- 
ance. Juft going to Im clcftroc'cd, Goil Jiac! fix-ed 
them in a furpiifjpg rnamicr : that he l;,ul ftii! 
the fame pow’cr; and th;:t lin-y oirgl,; not even 
now to clei'panr (.f his jmoviuence (cvvr them : 
and acrordinglv he w.imrtet! l.hem to coniinue 
(iiiict, and to confidcr ihat lielj) wdi! not come 
too h'.te, though it eojne s’ot immcaiiatelv, if 
it 1)0 jmclent with then) before they iiiil'ei' ai;y 
grc:it misi.'rlu.ne ; ih:it tlic v ought to ixMd'cm 
thus, that God delays to ailll them, not hc- 
caiife he has no regan! to them, hut hcieuif'e 
])c wdli firft try tlielr fo)-*itnde, a]u! tim 'plcadtire 
they take iti their frcedcim, th:U he m.iv Ica.rn, 
w’hethcr you have fouls gyeat cuougli to h^.ir 
want of food, and fcarcity of watew o)) its ac¬ 
count ; or w’hcther you rather love to he flaves, 
as caittle arc flaves to fuch as own) them, and 
feed them ilhcrally, hut only in order to make 
them more ufcful in their iervicc. That as for 
hirnfelf, he fiiall not he fin much conctmed for 
his own prefervation ; for if he die imiullly, 
he Ihnll not reckon it any afilieftion, b.ui that 
lie is concerned for them, Icfl, by c.afting fhmes 
at him, they fliould he thought to conJeu))! 
(dod hirnfelf. 

5. By this means Mofes pacified tim people, 
and reftrained them fiom ftonirg him, and 
brought them to repent of what they w’crc i>;o- 
ing to do. And beeaulc he thought tlie necef- 
fity they w’crc uiu'cr inadc their piifhon Icfs 
unjuftihablc, he thougiit lie ought tO’ ajipiy 
ri lilui- 
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/ 

Itir.ir.'If fo God liy prayer and fiippllcaiion ; .j liis Icinds, fuppofecl this was alfo come i( 
:nj'i <rnhvr no fo an end'oehre, ho renueOed old ihed irorn (dod lo them ; he tailed it, and I'ei 


Ch)v! fur iumrlu annir lor thv yoplr^ aiu! lumc ! 
way of (letivcranf'c irr/iii tlia roant rl.oy were | 
in, bccanfe in him, ajul in him. aluna, was ih.tor | 
hope (.vf laivation ; And he dtdncd that lic i 
would ioryivc what i\C(\'(I);y Jiad lorccd t!ic 
people to do, lince fudi v/as the iiatiu'c of 
lua.nkind, hard to phafe, and very coinplain- 
inj}; iiiKler adver'ities. Acc(!rd;iig!y God pro- 
mifed lie would ta!:c care- of them, and ahniai 
(hmn tile fuccour liiey wore ddirous ol. Now 
wd'.cn Moles luui hcanl this from God, lie came 
down to the ninhitnde: But as loon as they 
law him ifiylul at the promlles lie had received 
fioni Chad, they changed then' la.d countenanecs 
into edadnds. So he pdaced lunddl in tlie 
inidfl of tl'.cm, and toUl them, he came to 
brint’, them iiou'; Llod a udiverance out ol tlicu' 
piefcnt dillrehcs. Accordingly a lude after 
eamc a vad. mtmhcr oi onails, which is a bird 
more plentiful in this Arahuan Guhnli tlum any 
wirerc die, Pving over the lew, and liovercd. j 
over them, liU we.iried with tlu'ir lahorioiis | 
lligiit, and indeed, as iifiial. Hying very near | 
to the earth, they fd! down upon tlic Hebrews, : 
wiio cauglil them, and falished th.eir Ininger | 
with them, and fujipolcd tli this rvas the me- : 
tbod w'bcrcby God meant to hipnly tliem with | 
food. Upon Vv’iiicri lALdes returued thanks to j 
God for aft'ordiiiy; tbcui ins adldlance io luclden- 
]v, and fooner rli'in be bid promhed tlicm. 

('). But ])!-'. fentiy aher tins iirft fupjily of 
food, lie feni theiri a fecond : For us Moles 
wa'i jifiing up Ins hands in jirayer, a clew' fell 
clown ; aiid Iviofes, when he found it Hick to 

*' It fcsiTis to nic, finni cvh;it IVlofe.s, T'.xel. xvi. iS. 
8 t Paul, ?. Cor. viii. 15 . vmd Jol'epliiis, here lavs, com- 
pAVui UMWlIicr, that the quaillity ul' nniiuia tli.a fell (l.iily, 
ami (lid 'Voi putrify, was j-ih fo marh as came to an homer 
tI-,ro'i;;,;h (hc '.w]i..Ic boll of Ifrael,.and no more. 

f This fuppofiil, liut the iVeei honey dew or manna, 
fo rclebraU-.din uiienMit ami modern <>nthors, -.u lalling 
ufually in Aiahi.i, w,.:; of tiif very fame fort with tiiis 
manna f<n;t tu the Tlraelitfs, hivoiirs more of Crntiiihn 
tlian of ludaifr; or Cl'.ri!!iniity. ’Tis not improhahie tliat 
fo'.nc atK icn! (Je-vileaut’ior, nudby J-olejdm,, io tlu.e.qht; 
nor c.'ou'ul ht litre coniradia him, though jult be!-"-,-, and 
Aiu'-q. 11. IV. dr-.p. A. (• s. lie Fans diiecHy to allow that 


! (•eivb'.g tliat tlic people knew not what it wu; 
j nwi tbunght it fnowed, and that' it was -vH.i 
I meuily fell at that time of the year, Itj inic-nr 
i cJ thetn, tbal tliis-dew did not fall frup.i h-' v-,. 

I arter the manner they imagined, but"(.tunc ft' 
j their jmefervation and faficnante. Fo be cAlci 
! h, and gave them lorne of it, that tlicy nnyii 
j bcfitisiic-djibout what he had told them, i 'me 
j allb imitated their eoiidiriHor, and were j'h ..ict, 
ivith the food, for it was like honey in i v. cet-- 
nef;, and plealant tallo, but like in its body to 
bdellium, one of the fweet fpices, but in Ifw- 
nefs ccpuil to coriander feed. And very earndl 
they ivcre in gathering it; ./ n. 

ioined to gitbcr it ccpially, the raeiTm y ol 
an homer for each one every day,* bccun!-' ihis 
food ihculd not come in t*o fmall a (juarniteg 
left the weaker miglit not be able to get tluir 
lharc, by rcafon of the overbearing of the iirong 
In eollefliiig it. However, thefe Hrong men. 
when tl'.ey had gathered more than the mcaiine 
ajgiointed for them, they hud no more tlian o- 
tliers, hut only tried tbcmlclvcs more in g.u iicr- 
ing it, for they found no more than an homer 
apiece ; and the advantage they got by wliat 
was fupctrlluous wa,s ivonc at all, it corrujilmg, 
botli by the worms breeding in it, and by iis 
bittenicSl. So divine and wfindm'jul a food l bis, 
was ! It alfo fupplied tbc want of other Jorls 
of food to thofe that fed on it. And c ven f now 
in all that place this manna comes down la rain, 
according to wdrat Moles then obtained csf God, 
to fend it die people for their fullcnance. Now 

the 

it had not been ft'cn before. However, this food from 
hc.svcii is here deferibed to be /He fnew ; and in AyUap.i- 
ntj^, an beallH'n -wn-iter, it is compared to ,w,;/ Id’C to'Ku- 
meal, i/i rclouv li'cc Io fnoiVy rained doien hy Ood. I'.day on 
the Old Te!l. append, p. 231^. But"as totbe dcrivatio- of 
the word / un/h'i, whctlier iroin mnti, wliieb Joicplm.s 
then (ignificd, ’luhtt is it P or from manuh, <0 divide, 1. 
a dividend or p rtion allotted to every one, it is iinccitain :- 
I incline t'l the latter derivation. This manna is cailrd 
aiivr'i fj-jd, Pfal. Ixxviii. 2rt. and by out Saviour, Job. vi. 
31. Al’. as wc'li as by JoiVpbus licr-i, and ellewlicrc, An- 
r'l]. B. ni. th.rpi V. \ 3. fald to Kc fenf the Jznn Jrtm 
heaven. 
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tlic Hebrews call tins food mann.i ; for tbc par- 1 
ticle rna:’., in our lantpiapc, is the afFinp; of a j 
■*qucf-'on, I'Vhcit is this ? So the Hebrew!: were ! 
W-: ’ poyful !il what w.r: feut them from liea- ; 
v'.-i1S**'4^)w iiii'Y inade uie of tills food for for- 
ly ye-M-;, oi'' us long us they were in the v/il- | 
dcrnci'e 

7. /\s form as they were removed tlience, 

' e.mte to Reidudim, beiii"; dijlrclfcd to tlie 
Is't 'ti'.yree 1 )V tifirf ; and while in the fore- | 
ds.ys they lu'ul liyht on u lew fmall \ 
loin but now !onnd llie earth entirely 

de.’i.tiue of water, they wei'c iit un evil eulc. 
Til', y ;o;aiu luvr.e 1 h'cir anycr ayiilnfi Modes ; 
Inn i ' n n.-,iiiled tlic fury of the nuiiti- 
'"n-''r, ,.ii took himfelf to prayer to 
^.>1",!, iieieecbiny hi:n, liiut tis be had given 
So r.i food, when ti»cv were in the greateft 
■.no ('■ ii, 10 he ''VvinUl iT'e them driid:; lincc 
hio t O' Our ol. glviny; them food was cf no vu- 
; t'' th.em while llicy hud nothine; to drink. 

An;l klot! did not long delay to give it them; 
fmt promifed Moles that he would proetire 
them a fountain.^ and plcnAy of water, from a 
plane tliev tiid not expedl any : So he com- 
maiulcd. liinv to fnrirc tlie rock whieli * they ji 
f'w lying there, wStli his rod, and out of It to |1 
receive plenty of what they wanted ; for Ire ij 
had taken care that drink ibordd come to them j| 
withont any laltour or ]iains-taking- When 1 
ISlofes b.ad received this command from God, j 
Im came to the people, who waited for him, ! 
and looked upon him ; for they law already 
that he was eom.ing ay>ace from his eminence. 
As foon as he wa.s come, lie told them that | 
God would I'cllver them from their ytrefej-it j 
dillrefs, and h.ad gi'anted them an unexpeefed j 
favour; and informed them, that a river fhould ! 
run for tlicir fakes <HiO of the rocL But they; 
rv^Te ama'/ed at that 1 tearing, fuppoiing they 
r/ere of necclh',y to cut the rock in pieces, 
'now tf'Cy were dillrcfled by their thirfl, and ; 
by their journey: while Mofes only fmiting j 
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", u)Ki 

JSkifw, a.j b.'i::,: 


t 


nlci'a, r,n rl 
-j Tiioic ia. 


;; there, ;it this day, at the travellers a- 
1 )'.’ tie.Aamc that w.es there hi the days (O' 
; tiM.- l.io'c to be brought thither hy our 

c ^ 

thai ihe fraull book of ll.c prir.ciptl laws 


1 


tlie TO'-fu \viifi his ro'd, opened a pafingc, and 
out e'i it ImrO o:U water, and tiiat in grc!" 
a!)’.'.o', etce, lu.d very eleer. But tiu;)' were 
aihr .il'ii.’d c.t m';!!; vo-Mu’e.-tii! iEefl ; and as it 
tvere, (jnemlnd their thii'il by the veiv fig,lit 
pi in So t.hcv dr.i.nk thd:; (Byifant, tins Iweet 
vvaier ; and Inch i; tcenied to he, as migiitl 
we!! he e.rpeeled wficre Clod was tiic don;)r. 
They were ailo in au'mir,:;! m liow fviofe.s was 
iioimured hyG('d ; and ihey made grateful re- 
Inrns ol tacrihees t’o Gotl lor his jtrovldcncs 
toward.s them. Now that feripturc, w'lieii is 
■f l;ii(l up in the temple, informs us, itmv C?od 
foretold to Moles, that water lliouid in this 
manner he derived emt ol' the rock. 
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//cm the ylmairkitLs itu:' the vri'^hbourivs^ Av?- 
iinns nuulc JViir 'ivith the IIdn civs^ amt veerc 
bcalni^ and h/fl. a real Pari of llnir jirmy, 

§ \ J I '-HF name of the I hehrews heiyan al- 
ready to iv,- every where renowned, 
and rnmotir.s ;il)out tlusn nm .-.h'vo.ul. 'J ‘ti.r 
made th(! inhahit.utt.: of thoic eomd.iies to hc 
in no iinall fear. Ateorthugly they lent am- 
hall'adors to one another, am! exhorted one 
anotiicr- to defend thenrielves, :ind to endea¬ 
vour to ddltoy tilde men. 'I hole (hat induced 
the rdl to lio fo, were iue.h inliahitcd Gtj- 
holitis and Petra. 'Hicy were called rhaale- 
hites^ an<l were tl'.e nu)!! warlike oi the nations 
that lived thcreafjoul ; and whole kligts ex¬ 
horted one another, arid tlieiv ueighboims, t(7 
go tc' this 'War agadtAll: the Plcbrew's ; teiiitig 
them, that an army of llrangcrs, and iudi :j.n 
one as bad run away frtnn llavcry under the 
Pgyptiatts, lay. in wait to' rurn them; vviiali 
army they were not, it* common p’^idcnee, 
and remird to tlicir own fidety, to oveiir-n!: ; 

' ” 1 M ^ 

but to erulh them, betore tney gatuev iu’er,|0|i, 

:.ni 

of Mofci; is over fiid to In Liidgip in iho Wg .',..0 itfUf, 
Imt ihc largo',' t’oatatc'o.rh, :i;; lictc, loo ■■ 
rli<' lliiiils (h’ the tanpe and its coiift'j oo’y. .i' c .Aula;.' 
15 . V. th.i. i I-/- 
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CDvne to be in piO'-rjK'riiv; and pcrlnips al- 
.tac!': ibcin iir’l in an iudliij in.innar,• ;is prc- 
■ji.in\ir;p upon our iiuio'.ancc in uut aUackiia; 
tliCiU boi'un' ; ahd tiiaC ■u'a ou;’];t t;' avnr.pc 
/nin'fir-; (il tlu ni lor wnal tho / liavc doiK‘ in 
tdia \vUdc”;i(.“f:, bnt vlu'.t tills caiiiiut uo io wail 
(l.)’.tn avhan ti.v'/ iiii' c uiica ’aitl tiicir liands on 
n;;r cili' S, nr'-J (;ur pooiis ; that tboE' \vi:o cn- 
<L’av;)nv to csulJi a powo' i.i Ita brfl rii’o, are 
avd(. !■ than tliofe that endeavour to put a. ilo’) 
to its pm-nx’ls, wlien it is become rorinidablc ; 
for ihele jail jecMii to be anpry only at the 
iio.inllilng of otlicrs, but the toriucr do not 
ieave any room tor their eiicinies -to become j 
troubldomc to tliem. After they had fent fucli | 
enil)afra;;cs to the ncipjabouring nations, and | 
among one another, they refoivcd to attack j 
tljc liebrevvs in battle. 

2. ’EiJiSe })roccedinps of ibc people of thofc 
rountries oceafioaed perjfiexity and trouble to 
Moles, wlio ex]")ce:rd no Inch watlilcc pre- 
inrations. And when theie itatlons were ready 
1() iigiit, am! the imdtilude of the tichrews 
were obliged to try the lurtune of war, they 
■were in a miuhtv diforder, and lit want of all 
necefrarles, aud vet were lo ina.he war with 
men vvdio were thoroughly well prcjtared for 
it. Then therefore it was that Moles began to 
encourage them, and to exhort them to have a 
pood lieart, and rely on Cod’s ail'dlaucc, by 
wld 'h the;/ ha<l been advanced into a ftate of 
ih.odoin ; and to Itope for r-Lciory over thofe 
who were ready to Itght with them, in order 
to deprive them of that blefling. Thai they 
vve: e to ihppufe tlteir owti army to be numer- 
o!!s, Avantiitg nothing, ncitlifT weapons, nor 
money, noi provilions, nor fuch other conve¬ 
niences as wlicn men are in poireflion of they 
light uiKlauntedly ; and that they are to judge 
thcmfelvcs to have all thefe advantages in the 
divine alEiftancc. They arc alfo to fuppofc the 
enemy’s army to Ite fmall, unarmed, W'eak, 
and fucli as w-ant thofe conveniences which 
they know mnll be wanted when it is God’s 
will that they (laall be beaten. And lunv va- 
lualdc Cod’s affiftance is, they had experienced j 
in ahimdaucc of trials, and thofe fucli as were 


I move terrible than war ; for that is only agnii 
j men, !)ut tliefe were againft lamine and tidr 
indeed that W'cre in theif owiibiatu 
{ in'u’pcrable ; ;is alio againft mountains, auti tii 
I fea which .'horded them no way j'or cl'c mb ; 

yet Iiad all thefe diiticulties been c.Qv.-iucred ! 
j Cod’s gracious kindnefs to tl'.cm. Mo he e 
i b.ortcti them to be courageous at this tin 
anil lo look upon their entire profpcrh 
pend ii])on the prefeitt conqucll ni' tl, 
lilies. 

3. And wldi thefe words did Alcf. :■ 
courag-c tlic multitude, whotbam c.dled tf 'c 'f 
the princes of tlieir tribes, and th.elr t fK Iu.k 
I x/tli feparately and joint bn d'ho ys'iirv; tv, 
be cha.rgcd to obey their elder', ^ne, te v..:> 
to hearken to tlicir leader. 00 t1u: jie- ^M c 
elevated in tlicir minds, and reado to !r-- >) . 
fortune in batfe, and bopedl to lie i'ie:\’‘V m 
Icngtli delivered irom allbheir milerii. t : I'C v, 



Icaft delay, that no backwardneis might he r.n 
hinderance to their preient rdolurmn. Mo ii -o- 
fes forted all tliat were fit for 'ivar into dihi'eut 
troops; and fet Joiluia, the fon of Kum, ig the 
tribe of Ephraim, over them ; one liiat vv,,s’ 
of great courage, and patient to tiudcrgo la¬ 
bours ; of great abilities to underftatid, and to 
ijieak Vvdiat was proper; and very ieiious iu 
the worihip of God ; and indeed made like 
another Mofes, a teacher of piety toivards Cod. 
He alfo apjiointcd a fmall party of the armed 
men to be near the w.ater ; and to take care 
of the children, and the W'omcn, and of the 
entire camp. So that whole iiipbt they pre¬ 
pared theml’elvcs for the battle : tlicy took their 
weapons, if any of them liad fuch as wore well 
macie, and attended-to tlicir commanders', xia 
ready to rufti forth to the ^battle, as foog as 
Mofes lliould give the word of comm;;,g|. 
Mofes alfo kept awake, tcaclling joftiua adtec., 
what manner he ftrould order his camp. But 
when the day began, Mofes called for Joihua 
again, and exhorted him to approve himfelf in 
deeds fuch an one as his reputation made men 

expedt 
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- cxpeft fj'Oin him ; and to pain glory Ity tl'tc 
prcicp.t expedition^ in the opinion of thole im- 
tltv' him, ibr his exploits in tins battle. He 
ithb-^gavc a particular exhortation to the priu- i 
,«irKiI men cT the Hebrews, and encouraged {l|e |' 
\v-’..ny, as it flood armed before !>iin.-jj 
y\iKi when he liad thus animated the arnn', f 
hi ill bv Ids words, and works, and prepared. '| 
) thing, he retired to a mountain, and | 
. amrihted the army to God and to Joliuia. | 
So the armies mined battle ; and it eamc ' 
to ,1 clofe fight, hand to hand, both fides flievc- i 
ing- great alaerity, and euconraging one an- i 
other. And indeed while Moles * flrctehed j 
. ..f hi,, ha mbs towards heaven, tlic Hebrews j 
were i./h iiard for the Amalekitcs ; hut Mofes I 
not being able to fuflain liis hands thus flrctch- 
t’d out (for as often as he let down l.is liands, 
fo often were his own people worded) he had 
fils brother Aaron, and Hiir, their fider Miri¬ 
am’s Imfband, to hand on each fide of him, 
a.id lake hold of Ins hands, and not permit 
hi.s wearinefs to prevent it, but to alhll him 
iu the cxtenfi.on of his hands. When tliis was 
done, the Hebrews coiuincrcd the Amalekitcs 
by main force; and indeed they had all pcrilh- 
cd, nniefs the approach of the night had obliged 
the Hebrews to defifl from killing any more. ' 
8t) our foi-efathers obuined a rnofl figaal and ; 
mod Icafonahlc vitdory; for they not only o- j 
vercamc thofe that fougirt againd them, but j 
terrified alfo the neighbouring nations, and got 
great and fplendid advantages, wlrich they ob¬ 
tained of their enemies by their hard pains in 
tliis battle; for wlien they liad taken the ene¬ 
mies eamp, they got read)' booty for the pub- I 
lie, and for their own private familie.s, where¬ 
as till then they had not any dirt of plenty, of I 
even nccALry food. The f'ore-mentioned bat- ;l 


7* 'rills cmhierj' ciFcnniflAnc'c, that while IMofcs’ haiuls ; 
•A'lc /■'/////) tow.irdn liC.non the Ifraelitf,;: pre.oiled, and ^ 
while liicy were hi tio-wn tow.ii\ls the eartl; (lie Amalekitcs ! 
jircvaiL'd, feems to me tiic carlietl iraiitialion we iiave oF ' 
ti>e jirope • pidiure, ufedofold, in folciiin prayer, wliicli J 
Y a:, tlic U .I'l. oiii) the li.uidsf aiid eyes] towards heaven, 
■.us other p.iil'.iyes of the t)id •ait,d New 'rcilanicnt ittfoim 
us. Ig the v'.iy, tlds poiture feems to he.vi conti- 

^'/i ill the C'hriihan church, till tlie elerny, inilcad of , 


t’c, ivhen they iiatl .once got it, yvas alfo the 
o;-c.'itoit (d their proiper’a}', nor only for the 
j'rJitg, hut I'or the lot uro s'ges ailo ; for thev 
tmi ('idv made Oaves oi tiie'lmdics ol their ene¬ 
mies, Imt (uiHhted tiioir mituis alio, and, after 
this l.attlc, I If’CM : H C tenihle to e.l! that dMcit 
loutid aliont them. More )\er (hev acquiied a 
v.dl (]t!anlity of riv'iu’s ; foi .t pyeat deal of filver 
.md path! was lei( in .liie enemies caie.p ; as alfo 
l-r.i/en veifei;'., v, idch (hev meaie cotnmon ufe 
oi in their fntnlie.t; many u’.erd'is aho that 
were embroidered, tlicre were cf fv lii forts, 
that is, of what were weaved ; and \' li.u were 
the ornaments oi their armonr, ami otliev things 
tliat fei'Ycd for ufe iu lire ftmily, tmJ for tite 
furniture of tlielr rooms ; they gtil aliii tiie ]n'cy 
ol their cattle, and ol whatioeve!'u!to hdlow 
camps, when they remov'c liom <!me p'aee to 
another. So tlic Hebrews now valued tlicm- 
fclves upon llieir courage, am! clrdmcd great 
merit for tlicir vtiloiir; and they pi'rpc:utddy 
enured theniidvc: to take pa?!*'■;, by w!;j-:b they 
deemed every diilii-uhy miybt l;e iurmomiteap 
Such were the confetjuema s of thi.s baide, 

On the nest d.iy .Mohs lii'o.d the dead 
bodies of their enemies, a.ml :e !' n - ,1 t?.get!i':r 
(he armour o.^ thofe tlia.t weis.- fed, . od ;^;ive 
rewartls to fueh as had iigu.ib\d ibeinlelves in. 
the ailiop ; and higliiy comm.' n.'f-'l jofima, 
their general, who wa t attcb.ed to liy al! ;;;-e 
artny, on accotmt of tin; great tu'litm'. Im fu.d 
done. Nor w.i.t a.uy one ol the Hc!>; ine.iff,,; ^ 
but the fiain of t!m enemiet army wer. too matiy 
to he xmumcrated. So Mr)jus olfereu tacrfit'c,; 
of thankfgiving to God, and built aii altar, 
wbich he named, the Lord the Cu>tqntr; r. He 
tilfo forctokl, lliat the A.m:ilckil('s (inm'd utter¬ 
ly be dcftroy*cd; ami that hereafter mme of 

them 

learning their praver.s liy i'c.irt, nrxl tl'c.m out of a l)o'>l., 
wliicIi i.s, ingre.it inv.ihne, i'ir('r,!iiient fiir'- an ' le- 

vated poilnre., a.mi '• li i li 1; ms to nu t” •• !'■ nn i 'ib' ,* 
l.iter pi.iflice inOnduiunfr liie tminnl tl s nl i)u; 
cluircli, llioitidi tlic rnnil.ml I'll ofdiin 'ji'.f’m. ay. , 
pvalfe, and tisirkier.ri;;, :ij'pr n s to m. o. ! "inv,.' ■■ Pv' 
pv.Khce ol (.'('li'. jnoj'icj i’eUi.uefi.', jvo.s, ..iid Giriit..uis, 
in all the p ;fl .'g's- 
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Book III 

«v ' 


them fh'jiiM reinaii', bcvmhc tlioy a- [ 

r.;:p.S] tl'C I lehix as, ;n.(l liue '\v!ku thcv Ave.rc ' 
ii! i!k' V. lldcri anJ in ti'Cir aho, - 

Elf-icovtT, he .'rlrr.niccl ll'.c annv T.v:t!: jcatliiir- - 
Aad tlui:: d.d tiicy tl'.is iiril hmiie 

thdk'fli.it veritur,''.] :o ('I'l.dEC them, ailcr tliey 
Wc'icirxnc r.ui oi Hut, when AIoCc;'liad 

Cck'lr,.H''il this kliiva! ior tiie \’i(,lory, ];c ’'cr- 
tin; i Icbi'ey/5 to rdl lor a fr\v chys, ana 
tl'a.ii !',o hro>ti!!;lit tlmra out alf'O' the htv't, loor- ; 
dtrof i.atiic : Ih.r liu'v had ioav r.uo'.y fokiicrs ; 
in i'lyjil anno.If. y'ind yraduhlly on, lie ' 

tante to rnonra Hhjai, in tlirec rronlhs tijnc ; 
alter ihcy \\rcro icinovtd out ta ^h;y};t ; at : 
which liionutain, as wc have i)ch)ro related, ! 
the viiion of tlie bt.fh, and the oth.er.wondcriul 
apo'cavr.nces, had happened. 


CHAP. III. 

lEh/.’/ IMcfcs I '.'/a/-: ■ urs’vrfi h/'.i F,ilhcr~in-Ja%o 
’'f :ibro^ Ti. boi L" cauw lo lAaiio M. i/nt SiudL 
1 C 7 OV/ wiavuRaptu-l, Moles'- fitlver-ia-law, 
^ unhehu od in what a prc iperoits concii-■ 
tion I'ds afi.dn. .vci'c, lie Vv'ilhuglv eaiiic to meet • 
him: yVr-d >. took/ippni ah I'.'ai wife, and 
hi;, chihlrt ii, and |)lcal(;d idmlclf witli his cotn- 
ino. And v.dien lie Inul oifered iuciitvce, he 
made a ieail tor tiie niidtlrade, near the buih . 
In: ii.id loinu.rly feen ; uiikdi inuliitnde, every 
one, accordli:;’ to their funilies, jniitook'<)f the 
fealh Ihit Aaron, and Jiia family, took Ra- 
guel, and fuo.g Jiymns to God, as to him who 
had l)cen tl'c aatthor and proetirCT of tlieir deli- 
vcr.'tnce, ami theif freedom. They alfo praifed 
their coi'.duAor, as him by wliofe.virttie it vtas 
that ali ihiiit s had iucceeded lo well with them; 

V * 

Raro-cl alio, i;i his cncltarillical oration to Mo- ■ 
Es, ntade great cucoiniuras itpon tlie, whole 
jmdritude ; And he ccwld not but admire Mo- , 
fc:; h'r h.is fortitude, and that humanity he had 
flicwn in the delivery of,his friends, 


C II A P. IV. 

How Ra-yf/cl fu^gejled io Mofes to [rf I'b 
Pcbj 1-: in Ordcr^ under their Riders of 'tj\<. 
fandsy and Riders of Hundreds^ xvb'j /ix’Oe 
•ivithr i't Order before : jhul huiv ?ri' / ■.<: eiiip. 
■plied in ail Tbings ivith bis Fnluer-rc-Ttfv . 
rldmoritiin. 


3 .1. nc.vt day, as Ragucl five Mo;' 

in the inidll oi a croud (il'fufo. ; 
(for lie dirtcrmiucd the uiucrdiccs ofthwh , 0 .; 
iclcrrcd (hctu to !iirn, e’'"‘ry one iliii tt 

him, atid fuppcdiug tlia! they fliould if.ja or:]' 
ohtaiu .jullicc, if he wtre tlie arhiiim!or ; ..nd 
ihole that loll their eauics, thought ii no gu':i 
haim, Addle ihey tliought they loft I'hy :i juft 
ly, and no.'. d>y partiality.) Ragud jio\.t ve 
laid nothing to him at tliat time, as lut dCiro!. 
to be any hinderance to fiu.li as had a udud t. 
make ufe of the virtue of their coiiduoior. Ihi 
afterward lie tool; him io Idmfeif, and 
he had him alone, he im'lriufted him iu what 
itc ought to do; and adviicd him to !e:ive the 
trouble of.lefrer caufes to others, hut himi'eh'to 
take care of the greater, and of the pcopl<::; 
fafety, for that certain others of the IldueAS 
might be found that were lit to dcteriniiie 
caufes, .but that no body but a Moies could 
take.care of the fafety of fo many ten (b,ou- 
knuls. Be- not thcrelorc, fays he, ird'cnlildc 
of thiiie own virtue, and what thou haft done 
by miiliflring under God to the peoples pic- 
fdrvation., Permit therefore, the determina¬ 
tion of common caufes to be done by others, 
hut do thou referve thyfclf to- tlie attcridanca 
on God only, and look out for nicthod.s of }ne 
ferviug theTimUltude from their prefent dil! refs 
Make ufe of the method I fuggell to you, u 
human affairs ; and take a review of tlie armv 
and appoint chofhn rulers over t'ej,.. of thou 
farids,. and then over thoufa'nds; thcii diC i 
tlicm into five hundreds; and again into luiri 
dreds, and into.fifties ; and fet rulers over cac' ' 
of them, who may diilinguilli lliem int 
thirties, and keep them iu order; and at lat 
number them by twenties a^id by tens: an. 
let there be one commander over each tremle’ 
lo be denominated from the number of tlKd' 
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<'vcr wl'.om tliey are ruler';, but fuch as theCod; to rere]^"^froir. him, and to] 

) O 


'■•nile inultlrudc Iiave tiieJ, and do ap- 
' £■ -1.; hc’nu!: u'ood .lud riehteour, men; 


b.n !; v.’-iih hn 


' (^1, a-/ 

;; i iCt'tlKdc ri'iCiS deeitk- U'.e coa'-rovcrlies they 


ed.d, 


sn t(; oh!ce. !n. 


b;Ve*o, 


w’u'i anod-i.r. Ib.t if anypreat cam 
dieiii briiv.t tlic coyaizance of it be 


t 


cr tin 


I 


;m, and 

iin! in; enn 

. .) 


!' 1 ■- ' is.; v'ders of an Inghcr dignity ; but if any j 
■ a s' didic'jliy arilc iJiat is too hard ior even ^ 
' • J;;!''nniaal'on, let thorn fend it to thee, i 
; , Vi means two adv<iata;';cs will Ix' gained ; 
;'u- lichrews will have jullicc done them ; 
a tin'’.! ilt he able to attei^d conUantlv on 
C;i !, .'Ui.l procure him to be jitorc favourabde 
t:;e people. 

?. 'i'liis was t!,e admonition of Ramicl : 
;d. h io;i;s rcceivov! i.is advice very klntllv, and 
ahled according to Ids fnggelHun. Nor did he 
conceal the invciftion of this inetliod, nor pre¬ 
tend to it hiinfeif, but iniormed tiic muhitudo 
who it was t'lat invented it : Nay, lie has 
naniisl Ragne! in llic books he wrote, as the 
perfon who mvenied this ordeiing ol the pco- 
^dc, ;;s tidiakir.git right to give a trtie teOimony 
to worhiiy pcrlbns, although he might have got- 
t'm re]>n‘atlon by aferibiag to Idunfelf the in¬ 
ventions of Ollier men. W hence we may learti 
the virtiions difpoiition of Mnfes : But of fiich 
Idis dilpolcio!!, \vc (hall have \)ropcr occaljon 
to fpcak in other places of thefe books. 


tiii'i 

the 


1 , liCiore one nn ■ 

, he alccndcd un t 
id hcil o* all 




,\ 


la 
jnoui! 


i:n. 


arc!! 
I'.;- I' 


: u. 


and r- 
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n.eo : 'Y i r 
n't r--cc:u'I'.- (n 


i ,, I; 

\ 1 11.1 
ninai, 

the inOO'nJin'; licit an 

not oiei' w’l 7 dn'O; i 

on creounl oj iU'i vjil .'.idiindr. 
c ; 
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o 

Ihid 
eh i 1:; 
in tlnit 
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C H A P. V. 

JIjizj Mnfes afeenjef up to Mount Siiui/, and 
rci'chucd I.as.vs from God, and delivered the 7 n 
to the IJdii-ews. 

§ I. IV " OW Mofes called the multittulc to- 
gether, and told them, that he w^as 
tmintyfrom ib.cm unto Mount Sinai to converfe 

Tliiry^thimcr of itlcihniit tlic jadgess aiv' bfllrers of the 
the leptm'ifires arct /,'.'//} ca o'of tlie people, be 
fail’ they were orahrl/W by {')'bv IMo'-” r, 

. Lc c r.chilly notctl r, .bee tufe it was lie* lot 
nil'CM r (■! thcclioice rLiirt oniitcttioti ef Btib' 
and rieai'oc>, in ibe Cicillian cJnu'e'ii. 


f 1 •liu* ' tins bin 

of /,!rf ui.iruoin: chn.'/.-iv n. 
ooir 
t l^ t 

yact informs us, Travel;;, parti, clutp. .\xviii. p. j 6 tJ. 'ilie 


thet nintf-y, it 

now < ;!i.d Si Am.'/m'c.’,; J, wlsicit is one iltird liigbo'tli.m 
th>it a isiili. (M it, llov ealleti u./////, .isivloc!. ilieo - 


liiarpn; e; tc in; pr^eut'ce', 

10 ; n;i',' iutlemn ii cjuniot h-.* m. cn.'.'i tUt ■vvttnt/’,;; 
pain (■! tl'.e t y<ee: Anti h-jlidvi tide., i'i Ic;- 
rthle ail'd sn.'.eeeiidn’e, oi'. a'.icoinrn ol tlw nnnonr 
that jiaheJ about, tli.it Ih.d dw'dt there. P>Kt 
the Hebrews removed their tent:;, as ludi'cs liol 
bidden them, and look polfcllion of tb.e iowdt 
parts of the mountain ; and xvci'c eievated in 
their minds, in cxpcdb'tion lliat hi.des would 
return from God with proanlfes rd' the uyiod 
things I;e had ])r';'p(.'fcd to llvem : bo they le di¬ 
ed, and waited, {^,r tb.eir condiit.lo; ; ai d k-.i i 
themlclvc,; pti.-e, a ; i’n otlicr iclic cls, and not 
aceomrnmving wi>h th.clr wives i'.vr liircc d.o's, 
as he luirl hcioie oreicrcd them to lio. ;\nd th.ev 
prayed to G-;",!, tloit he would i’,o'C:;n 
ccive Moles in bd.s et.nvcrling vrilh I 


l,r 


n 


and 


bcliov'/iome inch vil't noon li.cm i- 


:i tile 


y 


inipdit live well,, h’hey alio biv.il mo;c plenii- 
liiily as to their diet ; and ]n!t on tl.elr wives 
and children more ornamental au.d decent 
cioathing titan they tifuahy wore. 

2. So they pahed twm days in this way of 
feallirig; hut on the I'hird d.iy, btfor',.' the iiin 
was lip, a cloud fpreud itfclf over tlic c'. iiolc 
camp of the licbrcw.s, fuch an one a;; itone 
had before feen, and encompalled the }>]acc 
where they had pitched their tents; and while 

all 


other name of it, i'/aiv/’, is iicwr ufed br Jc'Vpber 
perhaps w.is its name a iioiig she J'!gyp!i,i 


, ikRrve 

■s U) 

1 the Ifiaolite.s wete 

i.ad 

i (‘‘/nuN i 

is Sifi,:/ i.Jis I's 1 

’1 in lie 

like 

j incng the .Aiitbi.ins, 

, C::i 

; t.'Pf.OS) 

;;n.i etle e ii..;e:n 

s,rrclh)i 

. vTS, 

! .eerditnrit', v .hen ( i 

IT 111 

s.} ti 

dC ih IdV; , 



: bi’.lw,.' V O 

I.jC h 

.ei/.l ' V f i: 

g jeSphii.,, m 

be U'e 

gvg 

i .•\'";e. l;. Vin O'e, 

p. \i 

U. <; t^. 

a /,■ . . . 

mull .be 

til It 

1 ,.e:.t : ec.i J. 

wuri, 

bic* (C. 

m! :‘v 1^ tu. if. 


■)nlv> vtiN'nti 

Oe- 


th.a be t""!.. le. ■■j.'if lie lo be.'e ive 
t./be.V'. .Si e Js'eaii.i. lleb. p. 4 , 


.ee 

hy* , 
S:i:.u u:T 
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al! the rcfl of the air' l.vao clear, there came 
■iiroug windr., that ax ailed ap tiirec lliowers of 
rain, vvlJi h hecan'c a miphtv tcaupclt. /i'hcre 
was ai!() '‘.leh trnlney, a-> was terrihlc to tholh 
tliat law ii ; and i!ni))jier wit!', its limTider-bolts 
'Were lent down, and dcclarcti God to he there 


and who ha.s ndt difdained to cemmunic; 
them to me for our common advantage.; lor 
is not to be fuppofed, that the author of fh. 
iuRinitions k barely Moles, the I'on of yXirrai 
ind Jochebcc’, hut he wdio obliged tlie 
run bloody for your fake.s, and "txi'med t 


prefent in a gracious evay to luch as hdofes de- 
fircd be Ihouid l’■•e ps'aclous. Nov/ as to thefc 
iTiatter.s, every one caf iny rccxders may think 
as he pleafc.s ; but 1 am under a nccelhty of re¬ 
lating this hiliory as it is deicrlhed in the facrecl 
books. Thus light, and the amazing found that 
came to their ears, dillurbed the I Icbrews to a 
prodigious degree, htr they were not fuch as 
they were accullomed to ; and then the runtour 
that was fpread abroad, how (rod frequented 
tliat mountain, greatly aftonlflned their minds : 
fo they forrowfully contained themfelves with¬ 
in their tcr.ts, as both luppolmg JVjofes to be 
delh’ovcd by the divine wrath, and expccling 
the like dtllruclion lor ihcnd'clvcs. 

3, Wnt.'y tlicv were imder tiicte apprehen- I 
fions, Mofes ap]'‘oarcd as joyful, and greatly ' 
cvedted. A^.'hcn they faw liiin, they were freed 
fiwrn tiieir fear, and adnriued of more com-/ 
forlah'c hopes as to what was to come. The 
air aH'o was hccome clear, and pure of its for¬ 
mer diforders, upon tlie .ippcaranee of INloles, ‘ 
'Whensupon he called toeyethcr the people to 
•a co.igicgailon, in order to their hearing what | 
Clod would fay to them : And when they were ■ 
gatliered tcgel'ier, he floc>d on an eminence, 
wlv.-ncc thc)' might all hear him, and laid, 
“ Clod lias lec'ived me gjuaciouny, O Hebrews, 
he h.as fo,-ir!crly done; and has fuggeded an 
happy mctliod of living for you, and an order 
of political government, and is novv prefent in 
the camp : 1 therefore charge you for Ins fake, 
and the lake of his tvorLs, and what wc have 
(lone !iy his means, that you do not put a loav 
value on wdiat i am going to fay, hccatile the 
conunands have Iteen given hv me that now" 
■deliver them to you, nor becaufe it Ls the tongue 
■of a man th.at dcliv'crs them to you ; but if you 
Inv.; a dite regard to tlic great iraport.uice of 
the thing.s thernfelvcs, you will inulerfland the 
greal'iufs of him whole inllitutions they arc, 


I haughtinefs of the Egyptians by vailous fo 
! of judgment.s : lie wdio provided a way thron 
1 Ciic Tea for us: he who contrived a inelhoa! ’ 
] fending u.s food from heaven, when we v.a 
diilrcifed for w'ant of it : lie who made t 
water to ifl'uc out of a rock, wdicn we had vc 
little of it before : he bv Avhofc me.m.s Ad. 
was m.ade to partake of thc fruits both (f i 
land and'of the lea : lie by wliofe means N.v 
elcaped the deluge: lie by whofe niean.s’c 
forefather Abraham, of a wandering pil;. 1 
was made tlie heir of the Iruul of Cfujaan : 
by wlioic means Ifiiae teas born c'f paieiits v.dio 
were very old : be by wdiolc means jaeob wa.s 
adorned wdtli twelve vdituous Ions: he by 
whole means jofeph became a })Ottru lord over 
the Egyjitians : he it is v.dio conveys thefe ir.- 
flrudions to you by me a.s his interpreter. 

I And let them be to you venerable, and coii- 
tended for more earrielliy by yon tiian your 
own children, and your own wives ; for if vou 
will follow tlicm, you will lead an ha]'ipy life 
you will-enjoy the laud fruiiful, the lea caIn 
and the fruit of thc wmmb born complete, : 
nature requires ; ymi w"i!l be . Ifo terrible t 
yotir enemies : For I bav"c been admitted li 
to the prefence of Cod, and bccti made 
hearer of hi.s incorruptible voice ; lo great 
his concern for your nation, and its duration 
4. When he had faid this, he brought tl 
people, with their wives and children, fo nc 
the mountain, that they might hear Ckxt hii 
fClf fpeaking to them about the jwavepts whi 
they were to prtuffife ; that flic cnci gV’of 
iliould he fooken might not l>e hun iiy" its i’ 
terance by that tongue of a man, vvliicli coi 
but imperfectly deliver k to tlieir underllai 
ing. And they all heard a vpice tlr-t ca 
to all of them from above,^'infomuch lliid 
one of thofc words cfcaped them, wlddi i\ 
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i'V‘5 wrote in iVi^o tables ; wbica it Is not htv.- 
[nl for us to fet down chrediy, but their i-.n- 
])oti we will declare. 

fiift commandii't'in teaches us, iluu 
theit; is but one God, and th.at we ourht '•/ 
'’.d.dd'.n him only. The, Gcond, (ornrnai.d' 
us rot to make the image of' any livtng- crea.’ 
ttitc to worfliip it. The dnrd, tluit rve lunf! 
•'■•■t iwuar by God in a taS<e inait'cr, '( he 
that xvc mufl keep the icvcnth day, 
by tv-fling from rdd fort cf work. ’Fiie hiid, 
that tve muff hononr-our parents Tito fmtli, 
that we mull rdaftain from murder. The te- 
winh, that we muft not commit adultery. 
The eigritli, tliaU we mull not Ite guilty of 
■t'hrf:. The niiitii, that we mull not bear fall'c 
wl.ruk I’f.e te:uh, tliat vee mult not admit 
, ' V'-c defue of any thing that is another’s. 

<u I'vc.'.v \vdien the multitude had heard God 
hiuilTi' giving thofe precepts which Moles had 
di'CD..ril'd c;', tiny rejoiced at what was faid ; 
arnj t: c eo-a regationwas dilfolved : But on the 
fuho’.viny; days they came to his tent, and de- 
fred T;m to bring them Itefidet;, other laws, 
from Cod. y\ecoidingiy lie appointed fuch 
huvs ; are! afterward infonr.ed tiiem in avltat 
manner tiny Itiould adt in all cafes ; wliich 
haws 1 lha’i Uiake mention of in their proper 
time ; hut 1 I'uad reierve moll of thofe lawas 
for f ariothcr work, and make there a dilliudl 
explication of them. 

y. Wti i: N matteus were broug'n to this Hate, 
Mufes went up again to moutit Sinai, of which 
he had told them before-hand. He niadchis al- 
cent in their fight ; and while he Hayed there 
f(j long a time, for he was abfent from them 
forty d lyr., fear feized upon the Idebrlwvs, left 
M<'fc,s,rL.uulcl have come to any harm ; nor was 
there any tiling clfc fo fad, and that lo much 
ttiQuhlcd as this fuppofal, that Mofes was 

New' there w'as a variety iu their 
fentiments abnur it; I'omc faying that be w'as 
fallen among wild bcalls, and thtdc that were 

* ('If till, ni';;! liLr rupcrflilinii'; notion of tlir 

Plori 1 '.!' '„li i ■f.jsim;; complied -with, fee the note 
«j:i /iiitui. !'• M. . nil. ij 4. 

'’oth'-f vi -rl. of JofephuR, here referred to, feems 
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th.is npinlos.vy.\»}' Vf rhi'ftlv f'ooii as tvere 
'':d to hL’j’ . f'virig, tliat he 

to^od lii;t the wil'cr 
■■'aifXr tci iTiirace nci- 


l-OiiOt 



-.vit!' at;y !T!..U(!:'lion, 

., ... /'.r. a\tli>i;y trust fuiuetimes 

R hapiivns to men tt- lah ammig wild bc.ift';, and 
siuii way, (o it w.,s [msl.’iable cuo.iigli that 
Iu: miTit depart and God, on rccouni of 

In,, tirf'.ie ; they tlrevchirc were (luict and c'x- 
i jsefteti tl’.e cveui . \et were th.ey tN reeding 
!’or;y, upon the hiptuilal (hat tf.ey were tie- 
piTeti oi';i gtiuernor, and a profixtor, inch an 
oiic iudw'd as they could never r-ccuver again ; 

I nor would this fufpicion give thew- leave to 
I expeft any comfortable event about this man, 

J nor c.ouid they prevent their trouble and me- 
; lancholy' upon this octwhon. However, the 
I camp durft not remove all thus while, hecanfe 
Moles Inul hid tlicin a (fire to (lay there. 

B. But when tiie lorty d.ri-.s, ami many 
nights, W'cre over, Mtifcs came dor.'n, futving 
tailed nothing of food, uiuaity ;i]ip;)intrd hv 
the nourillimcnt of men. 
ed the army with ghidiicis 
tlicm, what care God itad 
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and that there wouhl he no longer any fjcca 
lion for going U]> to mount Biriai, hut th.it he 
would himlcli' come and pilch Id", t.aberr.acic 
amongll us, and he prcKut at our prayers ; as 
allb that the tahcrnaelc Ihouid of fuch inca- 
iures and conllruflion. as he liad fheivr. him : 
and that you are to hdl tC) t!ie work, .-‘ud prole- 
eutc it diligently. \A'dien in h.-a^ -...'d tliis, lie 
fhewed them the tv.'i t.tbl..- 
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to be that 'vv'hirii fioc.s w-i ap. e.iv lo l-.es 
iillicd, which yet iw iiiU-iiJc.i e. ;".i.cl'i 
niaiiv. of riie i 
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u .UiiYcnce 

to tbwir ahihty; Vut tlicy hroujdrt 
<',< hi, and br.i. ;, aiui o'l hcic hcil ioit.s 
<)1 wood, and Incii as would "-ot at aJ! ilecav 
i)V piitrel rAioi\ ; canwis hair alio, and tbeep- 
Ihins, ami loine of them dyed cif a bJuje colomr, 
and i'onie of a fear'et j loine brought the llow'cr 
d'or the purple ecilour, and others for white ; 
witli WOO'] dyed i>y the flowers aforc-menlioli¬ 
ed ; and hoe linen, and precious Hones, whicli 
tlioie tiiat mfe eoilly ornaments let in ouches 
of gold ; tliey Itrought alfo a great quantity of 
Ipiecs ; h r rl; thefe materials did Moles build 
live taJ'jcrnai'le, u'hleh did nt.t at all dillcr from 
a nno'CMlih: and anibulatorv twnnle. Now 

J A 

v.dien thefe tbiug.t were broiiglit together with 
great diligence (fur every one ivas ainljidonfi to 
furth.cr the work, even beyond their ability) he 
jet ardutcvfis over the v/orks, and this by the 
comna'id of llod ; and indeed the very fume 
■which tire people themfclves would have cho- 
fen, had the election been allowed to them. 
Noav their names are fet doivii in writing, in 
the facred hooks ; and they were thefe, Bcfa- 
leel, the fon of I'ri, of the trlijo of Judah, the 
I'nindfon of IvHriain, the hfler of* their con*- 
thiftor ; and Aholiah, the fon of Aliifainach, 
of the tribe of Dan. Now tlic people went-, 
on with what they had undertaken, with fo 
great ahi'rity, tlial Mofes vvas obliged to re- 
llr.dni them, by making proclamation, that what 
had hc-ei' brou;djt was Inlhcient, as the arti¬ 
ficers had iurorined iiim. bo they fell to work 

* Of this tabernacle of Mofes, with its fcwnil parts 


j trpon the huilding of the tabernacle 
;i aiio mfonmed them, according to the ...^oon 
ji of biod, i,'Ol!i what the inealures ■were, to he, 
Y a;;d its iargem ls ; ami how many vtin-lv' Ic 
i'V'Y.ht !o Contain, for the nfc of the facrifiecw 
j] lit lie wc'inen ailo W'cre amljitions to di)_ji'cir 
/ parts, alnnit llie garmaits of the priells, tind 
I' afloat other tilings that would he wanted in 
j this worf, hcith tor ornament, and for the di- 
j ’vine lervice Itieii. 

i' 2. Now when all things were prepared, the 
j goki, and t!ie lilver, aiuLthe brais, and what 
\'.M3 \v(>ven. Moles, -when he hud ajijiointcd 
, helore-hand that there (hould he al'chival, and 
, that lacriiiccs Ihould be offered .'iccording to 
; every one’s ability, reared up the taiicnuuh-, 

, And vvl'.cn lie had mealured thm open co'urr, 
lifty cubits broad, and an hundred long, he li‘t 
^ up brazen jtillars, live cubits high, t'Acnty on 
i each lidc of the longer lides, and ten pillars lor 
! the breadth bcliiiKl; every one of the pillars alfo 
; had a ring. Their chapiter's were ol hiver, 

I hut their b ifes were of brafs; they refemblod 
the lharp ends of Ipears, and were oF brais, 
limed into the ground, (fords ’were alio put 
through the rings, and were tietl at their iai- 
ihcr ends to brais nails of a cubit long, -wdilch 
at every pillar v/crc driven into die floor, and 
would keep the tahcriuale from being Ihaken 
’ny the violence of winds. But a curtain of 
hne foft linen went round all the pillars, and 
hung down in a flowing and looic manner 
from their chapiters, and inclofed the Avholo 
fpace, and feemed not at all unlike to a wall 
about it. And this was the ftrudurc of three 
of the fidcsS of this inclofure. But as for the 
fourth fide, which was fifty cubits in exten*’, 
and was the front of tlie whole, twenty cubits 
of it were for the opening at the gates, where¬ 
in-flood two pillars on each fuli?;r*^^tcr the rc- 
feinblance of open gates; thefe w'Cr"- 
wh.olly of fdver, and poliflted, and tliat ^all 
over, excepting the bales, which were of braf;v 
Now on each fide of tlie gates there flood 

three 

'/ 

and furniture, fee my clcfcription at large, tli. vi, vii, vili, 

: hi, X, xi, xii. hereto belungiiig. ‘ , 
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tln\. ^ R, wliich were inferred Into rhe con- , 
cave hait-S of idle gates, and were iiiitcd tii i 
and round them was drawn a eurta:;; i 
nrTiiic linen. But t(^ flu- gates lhcinr'’!vrs,j^ 
V/lnea were twenty enhits in extent, <ind tr/ej 
' iii ]',Li;.d'.t, tile cnrtiii)! was eoinpoiei! .of pnrp'^'l 
am! I'c.irlet, and blue, and line linen, and eiii- 
broidicred wltli many and divers lorts ol lirairei, 
exccpllng the Irgnrea of animals. Widiin tlii'!e 
i,.\es was tl.e hnrren laver for purlluMtioi!, 
liaving a hafon beneatli, of the iibe maner, 
wben.ce the prielU; tfliglu walli their liamlsarid 
fpriiildc their feet. And tlds was the orna- 
nieru.d conUruClion of the inclohirc idioiir llie 
eoarr of she tahtrnaelc, whicli was cxp.ofed to 
the ojien uii, 

a. As the tahernaele itfelf, Aloles placed 
it iii the niiiidle c»‘ tluit court, with its front to 
the Ciifl, then wisen the fun arofe it inhdit fend 
its lirfi; rays upon it. fts Icngtli, when it was 
fet up, wxis tliirty cubits, and its breadth was 
tcvrlve enhits. d'lic one of its wxiUs was 

on the iouth, and tlic other was expofed to the 
north, and on the back part of it remained the 
well. It was necellary th.it its height fliould he 
cqu.d to its hreadtli [ten cubits]. There were 
alfo pillirs m.sde of wood, twenty on each iidc; 
they were wior.glit into a (jiiadrangular ligure, 
in breadth a cubit and an half, but tlic thicknels 
was four fingers: they had thin plates of gold 
affixed to them on both lidcs, inwardly and out¬ 
wardly: they had each of them two tenons be¬ 
longing to then. Inferred into their hafe.s, and 
thefe were of lilvcr; in each of wliich bales 
tlicre was a focket to receive the tenon; But 
the ]ii]!ars on the weft wall were fix. Now all 
thcle tcnc'us and fockets accurately fitted one 
another, infomuch that the joints were invifi- 
blc, and both feemed to he one entire and tini- 
AH^^walk It was alfo covered wdth gold, both 
'wifhm and without. -The number of pillars 
was equal on the oppofite Tides, and there were 
on each nart twenty, and ^very one of them 
Iiad the third part of a fpan in tluckncE ; fo 
that tile 11 mnberl^'thirty cubits were fully m ule 
up between tli.:m. But as to the wall hehlirl, 
yi^icrunihc fix pillars made up together only nine 
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c.ne row over agaiud ;i\.lher n und .iliout, 
which were i;de:-( Alivuv p,il; m t ’.vilh 
gohl, c.r h cl hieui lywe^h!!;: imig, ;:mi :!ieie 
i'nnml logdliei thr-'jilii.n’s, Tuaxiiead h.-sr 

r'.innirg ini(> .nmiiier, alter tiu- \.i:»p /re '.i'c.nc 
iciion inferted into auotlicr. Ihu fur tin- wall 
he!iiii;l., there wtis hat one row .wf bar.', lii.u went 
through, ail the pillars, into whfudi row i.ui the 
end;; of tlic liars on each <idie of the loarter walls, 
the inrdc witli its female Iieinr; io falicneJ in 
their joints, that tiny held tlic whole li.-inh’ to¬ 
gether; and for this rcafon was all tills joiiiecl 
fo fail together, that tlie t.'ihernaelc might not 
he fliakcn, citherliy the winds, or by aoy otri(.r 
nicans, hut tint it niiglit jircfcrve itfelf quiet: 
and iminovcahle cuntinnahy. 

4. As for the inhde, hdofes parted its length 
into three- prwtitini's. At tlic dillance of ten 
cubits from the moft faeixt cm! Moils placed 
four pillar"., xvirofe Avorkinanihip wa:, the very 
fame with that of the red; and tlic) liood iij;- 
on the like hafes with them, er". h 'i Iniall mat¬ 
ter diftant from his fellow. Now the room. 
Avltliin thole pillars was the A/y/? f/ofy Piece; 
but the left of the room Vvxis (he Pahcniaclc^ 
which was open fir the prieft.s. However, 
this proportion of the mc.ii'ures of the tal'crim- 
cle proved to he an imitation of the Ivllcin of 
the world ; for that third part thereof which 
w^as within the lour pillnrs, to Avhicli the 
priefts were rmt admitted, is, as it vccre, an 
heaven, peculiar'to Omi ; But ibe fpie.a (T 
the twenty cubits, is, as it were, f.a a-ol land, 
on which men live, and fo th.is ixwt i:; ]K.a u- 
liar to the prielis only.. But ai r'u- irony 
where the entrance v/rs made, t!n-y 'plued. pil- 
lars ofnold, tb.a* food e'nhaic.scit br.iis, in oum- 
her level! ; l-uV then liw)' Ipi'e.u! o'.e; tr- 
liernaele vaiis ol line. Inien, :md pmy i -, and 
blue, autd Ic.irlel colours, eml'Oridric'.l. 'I'iw 

lull 
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fird %'ai! was rcti ry '''-'ny, and jj the like fubtilly as tliofe of wool were made, 

i-hev fprisul ovo!'tlu: [TdUrA wK,'cb parr a! the | and were extended ioolcly down to tlie piroimd, 
temple, ai'd kejit t/ic j!K)|! heiv p.iKc'eotiAalv I ;!])peari)r”- like a trianpular front and elevation 
<'d wkldi' ; atid lids vail-was litat which made- ii'.e p;atcs ; the eleventh curtahi being uleci 
this part not \;iii)]c tojmy. Now the wbc-Ie {ijjirliris very There Were nlfo odicr 

tcmjdewas railed '/}>f I/(/\ / 7 <.c. ; bet ihal part i (.cariains made of Ikins above tdici'e, which nf- 
whicii was wirliin/the four jiiilars, and to ! lorded covering and protcdlioa to thoic tlial 
■which none ere (ri<bnIttud, was cd'ed, 7 Z'e ! were Woven, both in hot weather, ;;n<l wiii_ ti 
./Apr of H')!, /nV-s (cp} -^vas very oi n.imen- ! U rained. And great was the furprize oftboi’e 


t;d, and cridnpn;red wiLh :.b iort'; ol llower;. 
wl'dcit ihd yi.r, h pos.iuees ; and there was in¬ 
terwoven inti) it ail le'Hs of variety that might 
be an ornament, excepting the iorms oi ani¬ 
mals. Another vail there w.is which covcretl 
the i'lvc pillars tlnit were at the entrance; It 
was like tiie frrnicr in irs magiiirndc, and tex- 
ttire, and yob;nr; and at the corner oi every 
pillar a ring retained it from tlie top down¬ 
wards, half the depth of the pillars, the other 
half .dforddrig an cntratice for the priells, who 
crept luidier it. Over this- there was a vail of 
lineii, of t!ie fnne Lirgencfs with tlic former; 
it was to be draWii this way or that way by 
cord:;., vchoi'e rings li.xcd to the texture of (he 
vail, and to tise cords alfo, were iubfervient to 
t!ie drawing and undrawing of the val-c, and 
'to die fail-.ning it ;;t the corner, that then it 
■miybt he no hindrance to the view c/f the fane- 
tuary, efpeciaily ora i'olemn days; but that on 
odicr d.ivs, g'.nd clpccially wdien the wcath-cr 
•'.vas inc!ii:cd. to fnow, it might he cxpaiulcd, 
and alford .i • veTiug to the v;iil, of diverfe co- 
iO''ir.s; Wheik ; that cuftoin of ours is derived, 
of having a fic; linen vail, after tlietemjrle has 
been huiil, to be drawn over the entrances. 
Tm 'dm ten nher curtains were four cubits in 
Irreadih, and vmnty-cig’nt in length, and had 
s.yctica clafps, in order to join the one curtain 
to tine other, wliich was done fo exadlly, that 
they Ictmed to be one entire curtain; thefe 
were fptcad over die temple, and co'.''ered all 
tiie top, and p-.wn; of rise walls, on the iidcs 
tind ixdund, lo bn as wilhin one cubit of tire 
gionnd, d'beic v. c re other curtains of tlie 
■i' lie breat.di widi liicle, but one more in 
■ and hn<’-'.r, h>r they were thirty cn- 

v I * d r ‘ ’.k , n'd'!! f»Tn* witK 


who viewed thcle curtains at a tlift.incc, 'iir 
tiiey leemed not at all to differ from the colonr 
C'i the Iky, But thofetlnu v» ere made oi' hair, 
and ol Ikins, reached down in the iame man¬ 
ner as did the vail at the gates, atid kepa olT 
tile Iieat of the fun, and what injury the rains 
miglit do. And after this manner vv.is the'ta¬ 
bernacle reared. 

5. ’I'liERi- was alfo an ark made, fav'rci.i tr 
God, oi wood, that was natnraliy llrcmg, end 
could not becorripned; This was called Eroiu 
in our own language. It.; ccinbrndion wa:, 
thus : Its length was live fpans, hut its Iircadth 
and height was each of them tiuce lipans : it 
■was covered all over with gold, both within 
and without, fo that the wooden part 'vas m-t 
Iccn. It had alfo a cover united to it, by 
golden hinges, after a wonderftd manner : 
whicli cover was every way evenly fitted to ii 


}j and had no eminences to hinder its e;-;; 
j jiindliou. There were alfo two goidc 


i6l con 
11 rine', 


! belonging to each of the longer boards, and 
j pafling through the entire wood, and through 
' them gilt bars paiied along each boanl, that it 
; might thereby be moved and carried about a; 
occaiion ibould rec[uirc ; for it was not draiv 
in d cart by beafts of burden, but borne on il 
j fhoulders of the priells. Upr'n this its rnv< 

I were two images, which the Hebrew's call (!b 
rub'ms ; they arc flying creaturcs, but the 
form is not like to that of any of thc'''cyeati.iry 
which men have lecn, llmugh Mofes laidi''''' 
had feen fuch beings near the throne of Go 
In this ark he put the two tables whereon the tc 
commandments were written, five upon cat 
table, and two and an inlf pnon'eadi fide ( 
them ; and this ark he piaccvi ai the inoli hoi 

nl.irt’. O. It,’' 
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6. But in tlic holy place lie placed a 
like thofe at Delphi: Its length was two cnhiis, 
aiul ift breadth one cubit, and its height idvrt c 
fpaiTs. It liad feet a!lo, the lower half cd’ 
v:hfch were complete feet, rei'emhlim'; tlio) 
"which the Dorians put to their bed-heads, b' 
the upper parts towards the table vrere VtUougHt'i 
into a lijuare form. The table had an hollow 
towards every fide, having a ledge <>f lour lin- 
:s depth, tluit went round about, liiic a ijdral, 
both on the upper and lower part of the body 
of tliC work. U.po-.j; every one of the feet was 
tlicrc alfo inferted a ring, not far from liie co¬ 
ver, through whieh went bars of wood lie- 
ueath, but gilded, to be taken out Ujion oecalioa, 
there being a catity where it Was joined to the 
rings ; for tlicy tverc not entire rings, but be¬ 
fore they came cpiite round they ended in acute 
points, the one of which was inferted into the 
prominent part of the table, and the other into 
the foot; and by thefe it was carried when 
they journeyed. Upon this table, which was 
placed on the north fide of tlie tcmjile, not far 
from the moR holy place, were laid twelve un¬ 
leavened loaves of bread, fix upon each heap, 
one above another; they were made of two tenth 
deals of the pureft flower, which tenth deal [an 
homer] is a mcafure of the Hebrews, contain¬ 
ing feven Athenian cotyla: ; and above thofe 
loaves were put two vials full of fi'ankinccnfc. 
Now after feven days other loaves were brought 
in their Read, on the day which is by us called 
the Sahhath; for we call the feventh day the 
Sohlxith : But for the occafion of this invention 
of })lacing loaves here, we will fpcak to it in 
another place. i 

7. Ovint againft this table, near the fouthern 
xvaiP- was fet a candleftick of caft gold, hollow' 
within, being of tlie weight of one hundred ! 

which the Hebrews call cincharcs ; if, 
^it !».. turned into the Greek language, denotes ; 
a talent. It wfas made with its kiiops, and li- • 
lies, and pomegrates, and bowls, wdiich orna¬ 
ments amounteil to feventy in all ; by wdneh. 
means the'" Aaft;^elevated irfelf on high Irom 
a finp;le bafe, and fpreaJ itfelf into as many 
jfcranihcs as there are planets, including the 
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in h ven htsuls, 

JlaU t(i one a M'lhi. 

1 . ^ 


oiiig I'.t itni',''sirI! mdif'iber i.-t fiieplanets ; 

thefe lamps inoked tcRjl-.c te.R su'd t-■ t!)•„'ioUth, 
the candleilick being fsVjt, i" (''niiepu:!e. 

8. Now between thi\candli'fiek, and tf'.e 
abUg wlisch, a;; we fiid, wY'fc within the fanc- 
n:'.!‘y, w'as tlie a.ltar of jntpife, made of wootl 


ta 
tn 
m t! 


but 


('! trw 
.1 


■■»rf";()iijg veflels were 


to 


'arrUjOiion : 


hhiic ay-id of wliich the 
niaLie,_, ^s was not 

It WuS ehiilely erulled 
over >v;t;i a gi 'dicia [iLste. Its bo atibi (.n each 
fuie was a cubit, l»\u the altitude double. G]')on 
it was a grate of gold, th'U was exUiUt above, 
tlie altar, \vli:.:h Itad a. eadd.en cro'ivn cacom- 
pafliiig it round .da.au, wfiereto behrvted rings 
and bars, by wliich tlie paat'R;-', ewTieu it when 
they journeyed. Ikd'ore thi;!; talicro.a'dc there 
was reared a brazen alnir, rut it \va.s within 
made of wood, five cubits by mcahirc on each 
fide, hut its height was Ivut ti.rec, iii hite man¬ 
ner adorned with brais plates as bi-ight a.s gold, 
it liad alfo a larazen hearth of net-woi L, fbr ihc 
ground underneath received the J'ie from the 
hearth, beeaufe it had no ^;'.f;^ to rceeire It. 
Hard hv this aitar l;iv t'w h.d'ne'., emd the vi¬ 
als, and tlie cenfers, and the ealdi ons, made of 
gold : But the other vefl'cls, made ior th.c life 
of tlie facrlfices. 


veiicjs, man;, 
were a If of hrafs. And. h 


was the conflrudHon of the tabernae'e ; and 
thefe were the vcRels tlwreto liclonring. 


CHI A P. VIL 

Which mere the Garments of the Prlejls., av;l cf 
the High Priefi: Coru crnlng the PrieJUv-jr! 
of Aaroii., mlth the Manner of the Pnrf/ler- 


tions and Sacrifires : As 


^0 


Ha 


euner.n: 


:ing 


the Fe/ilvalsy and ho^v each Day mas then 
dlfpofcd (f: IVUh other hams. 

§ r. I 'IdERR were pernh.;r garmeiks ap- 
A pointed f or tlic prie.'i-, and for .I'i 
the rcR, wiiicii they call (b//’, ;/./cr ( !>ri.'i'v ] 
garments, as alfo for the higii iricRs, wiiiJ; 

X they 
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tficv (all RaOl/^ •"^k; denofc tlic Lij^li only a naiTow aperture about tbe neck; and 

]'‘iitAs panncrit' . tl. lerdnjc the bit- it ib tied with certain Hriugs hanging down 

i)it of tbi .rii. EujOvhcn t;>r;-r*V^h'“'y^>rwv><:b- iVoni tlic edge ovet the breaft and back, ^nd is 
■to the i.u’il.ccs, ]y puii^'s iiimicll with theyiabuicd above CvkIi ihouldcr; itiscalledi*:/*'^- 
pitriiit.’in/n \\ it'xh tlic pu’it. rihes ; and, in r. 

the firtl }'bi< e, he piiyoni tltat winch is called \ ji 3* PON his head he wears a rap, not 
MaLhv.noJ\ which lulcans lonu'vvhat that is fall /I'ronglit l(j a conic form, nor incircHng tlie 
tieti. it h a gird!# (onijioieci of bnc twined whole licad, hut ftill covering more than the 


Jintn, and is })ut Jihout the piiey parts, the 
feet heir,'.' to be iyd.red nuv them in the nature 
of hrceeh;;',, alxave hall of it is ( nt oil*, and 
k emls at tli^ thigb.s, and is thcic tied fdh 
'2. ()\5. R this he vwjic a liiwu vcllment, 
matle of fmc dax doubled ; it is called GbitJ,u/u:^ 
and eienotts iinem, for we call linen by tlic 
name tf Cbftbone. Hds veflment teaches 
dowm to the ftcr, and fits clofc to the body; 
and has deeves that arc tied fall to the arms; 
it is glrdtJ to the bread a little above the 
elbows, i)y a girdle often goin.g round, four fin.- 
gci s broad, hut io loofely woven, that you would 
think it were the fkin of a lerpcnt. it is em¬ 
broidered with flowers of fcarlet, and purple, 
and blue, and fine twined linen, but the warp 
was nothing but fine linen. The beginning 
of its circtimvoUuion is at the bread, and 
wliea it has gone often round, it i.s there tied, 
and hangs loofely there down to the ankles ; I 
mean this, all the time the pried is not about 
any laborious fervicc, for in this pofition ap¬ 
pears in the mod agreeable manner to the 
Ipcftators ; but when he is obliged to adid at 
tiie offering facrifices, and to do the appointed 
fervicc, that he may not be hindered in his 
operations by its motion, he,tbrows it to the 
left, and hears it on his flioulder. Mofes in¬ 
deed calls this belt Abaneth ; but we have 
learned from the Babylonians to call it Ernia, 
f or fo it is by them called, Tliis vedment has 
no ipofe or hollow parts any where in it, .but 

* The of theft golden bells at th£ botttom of the 
high piiolth long garjpcnt, fecins to me to have been this, 
th.it by Ih.ikhig ii i garment at the time of his oflerijjg in- 
Ctnfc in die tenipii., ou tlv grtr.t d.iy of expiation, or at 
otf'.er pr') cr peiioi’s of iii-- ficrcd mnuib'itions there, on 
tlic grt ir ftflie lb, die ptoi'lc might hair nertioe oi it, and 
mig.it f '] to tlKir o\fn/uiyLtrs at th time oj incmfe, or other 
ptiper p i.o'ls and fo the whoU: congiegatioii might at 
onci. tikr thole coniinon prayers jointly with the higlv 


j Italf of it, which is called Mafnaempl^thcs : 
And ias make is iuch, that it feems to lie ,a 
crown, [>eing made of thick fwathes, hut the 
coiite.vturc is of linen ; andjfis doubled round 
.many times, and fewed together : licfulcs 
which, a place of fine linen covers the whole 
cap, from the upper part, and reaches dowm 
to the forehead, and hides the ll'ams of bhe 
fwathcsS, which would otherwife appear inde¬ 
cently : this adheres clofely upon the folid part 
of the head, and is thereto fo firmly fixed, that 
j it may not fall off during the facred Icrvice a- 
I bout the facrifices. So we have now Ifiewed 
I you what is the habit of the generality of the 
j priefts. 

4. The high priefl; is indeed adorned with 
the fame garments that w'e have dcfcrlbed, 
without abating one, only over thefc he puts 
on a veflment of a blue colour. This alin is 
a long rohe^ reaching to his feet: In our lan¬ 
guage it is called Meeir^ and is tied round 
with -a girdle, embroidered with the fame co¬ 
lours and flowers as the former, with a mixture 
of gold interwoven.,. To the bottom of which 
garment are hung fringes, in colour like pome¬ 
granates, with golden bells, by a curious and 
beautiful contrivance ; fo that between two 
belfe hangs a pomegranate, and between two 
•pomegranates a. bell. Now this vefture was 
not compofed of two pieces, nor vras it 
fewed together upon the fhoulders an^’ 

prieft lumfelf to the Almighty. See i/uc'. i. 
viii. 3. 4. Nor probably ifi the fatbef of Sir 
othervi'ife vmderftood, when he fays of Aaron, uie firft 
high pritft, Ecclef. »lv. 9. AttdGo^eitcompa£idAaron imlh 
fomegt anntes, tind wth many golden bells round about, that 
as he 'urrit there^ might be n found, and e\litdrfi'^uade, ih'tt tmy Ixt 
'be heard’in the U tuple,- for a ttu mortal do the >chddren of f.vs 
people. 
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fides, but it wtis one Ion? vcRment fo Avovcn 


laes, 

as to liave an aperture for the nceb 
^obhqive one, but parted all along the 
XU 1 ({‘the back. 


not an 
bread, 

A border allb was fewed to it. 


led the .aperture fli^uld look too indecently : lit (' 
was alfo parted 'where the hands were to com?| 
out. I' 

y. Besides thefe, the high pricfl put on a ! 
third garment, 'wliich was .called the Kphrxi. I 
w' jeh relembles the Epomis of rite Greeks. Its I 
nt.tke was after tltis manner : It was woven to 
the depth of tr cvEh-^ of feveral colours, with 
gold intermixed, and embroidered, hut it left 
the middle of the breafl: uncovered : It was 
made witli lleeves alfo ; nor did it appear to he 
at all difi'crently made from a fhort coat. But 
in.the-void place of this garment there w;is in* 
Grted a piece of the hignefs of a fpan, emhroi* 
dered with gold, and the other colours of the 
ephod, and is called EJfi:n [the 
which, in the Greek language, fignifics the 
O; ■acle. d'iils piece exaftiy filled up the void 
fp ice in the ephod. It is united to it by gol¬ 
den rings at cveiy corner, the like rings being 
anncflcd to the ephod, and a blue ribband was 
made ufe of to tie them together by thofc rings • 
and that the fpacc between the rings might not 
appear empty, they contrived to fill it up with 
flitches of blue ribbands. There were alfo two 
fardonyxes upon the ephod, at the flioulders, 
to faften it, in the nature of buttons, having 
each end running to the fardonyxes of gold^ 
that they might be buttoned by them. On 
thefe were engraven the names of the fons of 
Jacob, in out own country letters, and our own 
tongue, fix on e£i|:h of the ftones, on either 
fide ; and the elder fons names were on the 
right ^oulder. Twelve ftones alfo there were 
upon the breaft-plate, extraordinary In laxge- 
nefs and beauty and they, were an ornament 
-)fot i» be purehafed by men, becaufe of - their 
itnmenfp, valuer* Thefe ftones, however, flood 
in three rows, by four in a row, and were in- 
ferted into the breaft-plate itfelf, and they were 
fet in ouchc«t-i-i^^ld, that were themfelvcs in- 
ferted in the breaft-plate, and were fo made 
tli^y might not fall put. Now the firft 
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were horn. And whereas the rings were too 
weak of themfelvcs to hear the weight of the 
fioncs, they made two otb.cr rings, ol'a larger- 
fi/e, at the edge of that part of the hi call-j'.late, 
which reached to th.e neck, and inferted ijito 
the very texture of the hre.ifi-plate, to receive 
chains finely wrought, which connected tliem. 
with golden bands to the tops of the diculclcrs, 
whofe extremity turned backwards, and went 
into the ring, on the prominent hack part of 
the ephod ; and this was Ibr the fcciu ity of the 
breaft-plate, that it miglit not fall out of its place. 
There was alfo a girdle fewed to the l;rcail-platc, 
which W'as of the fore-mentioned eokmrs, vvitli 
gold Intermixed, wdtich, when it liad gone once 
round, was tied again upon the fcatn, and hung 
down. There w'ere alfo golden loops that ad- 
•mitted its fringes at each extremity of the girdle, 
and included them intirely. 

6. The high pricfl’s mitre- tvas tfic fame 
that we defcribecl before, and was wrought like 
that of all the other priefls ; above wbicli there 
was another, with fwathes of blue embroidered, 
and round it was a golden crown polifhed,, of 
three rows, one above another; out of which 
arofe a cup*of gold, which refcmhled the licrh 
which we ca,ll Sacebun/.i., but thofc (.1 recks tliat 
are fkilfol'in botany call it Hyrjcyiunus. Now 
leaft any one that has feen this herb, but has n(;t 
been taught its name, and is unaccuiaintod witli 
its nature, or having kiunva its nan'iC, knows 
not the herb when he li-cs it, I ihall give futh 
a defeription (tf it. This In rl) is (diciitinius in 
tallnefs above three fpans, but its root is like 

tluit 
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iIk'l of a turnip (for ^ (houKl compare it ' 

t!u’! cto would nf)t miut-Imu'! luit its leaves^ 
are like to tlic Icavtfii oi minfi - r.v,L .|n- ' 

ches it lends (JUt a calyx, ykjavin;.-; to the branch,o 
and a coat c'I'-ompaifcs it, which it naturally ' 
puts oO'uhc.u il is charicfuic;, in order to jiro- 
<!ucc it;; imi:. '^’hi/i calyx is of the bigncls of 
the oi the WtOL iinj.^ev, but In the compafs 
of its aperture i; lilf^y 'x,eup. This I wall I'ar- j 
ther delcrihc f^r tife ufe VT thofe tliat are tin- || 
aetjUuinte^ W/th it. Suppole a fplicvc he divid- | 
■cd into two parts, round at the bottom, but 
liavinp; another i'ccp.nent that grows up to a cir- j 
ctimference from that bottom: fuppofe it become 1 
narrower by degrees, and that the cavity of that 
part grow decently fmaller, and then gradually 
grow wider again at the brim, fuch as we fee 
in the navel of a pomegranate, with its notches. 
And indeed fuch a coat grows over this plant as 
renders it an hcmifjdicre, aiul that, as one may 
lav, turned accuratelv in a lath, and having its 
notches extant above it, which, as I fiiid, grow 
i*l;c a pomegranate, only that they are flrarp, 
and end in nothing hut prickles. Now the fruit 
is preferved by this coat of the calyx, whicli 
fruit is like th.c feed of the herb fidrrit'u : It fends 
out a Hower th.it may feem to refemble that of 
]’)(''ppy. Of tills was a crown made, as far as 
iVom the hinder part of the head to each of the 
lemplr s; hul this ephklis^ for fo this calyx may 
be'-ailed, diet not cover the forehead, but it was 
covered witli a * proklcu plati\ which had in- 
ferihed upon it tlie name of God, in facred 
cliaradlers. And fuch were the ornaments of 
the high pried. 

7. Nov.' here one may vronder at the i!l- 
w" which mc'A bear to ns, and which they 
};r. •■'.is to be on account of our defpifxng that 
tl' ‘1 vvhich they pretend to honour : For If any 
•one tio bui conlider the fabric of the taher- , 

* n',. To;iil’.'r ’ to talie notice here, that the very 
I'lof" • ’ ii~i\ '.r ■ I'uu pliire, for the forehead of tjic 
itv.-iii f 1 Jill It, was tf'jlf ['rd'erved, not only till the 
<i,r,s tif ji ri'.-sr. 1 of (Vi^cn ; ami that its inlcriptionj 
/'/.••</i g / w/, \v,!s! 1 the Sam.\rl-an •■haraflers. t»ee 
Anlie. ih Vlll. d.. iii. « G. Efiay on tlic Old Tell. p. 154. 
a r.i Liiul, De SjK 1. T'empli, p. 132. 

-j- When jofsjilius, botli liwtc and ulu vi. § 4 . fuppofes 
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nacle, and take a view of the garments of the 
high pi-icft, and of thofe veflels wliich we make 
ufe of in our facred miniftration, he wii! find 
. that our legidator was a divine man, and that 
i, \ve are unjuftly reproached by others ; fur if 
b^ny one do, without prejudice, and with judg¬ 
ment, look upon thefe things, he vrill hud tin.) 
were every one made in way of imitation .11 ul 
reprefentation of the univerfe. When Moics. 
didinguifhed the tabernacle into f three isurg 
and ailow'ed two of them to the priefi.s, a 
place accefliblc and comivcso p,.s cl'-uotcsl t! c 
land and the fca, thelc being of general netef'. to 
all; but he let apart the third clivliioti fm i ic.d, 
becaufe heaven is inaccclhble to men. And 
when he ordered twelve loaves to be lit on 
the table, he denoted the year, as diliinguilh- 
ed into fo many months. By braiulung uu' 
the candleflick into i'eventy parts, he hcntly 
intimated the Dctani^ or i'eventy uivihons of 
the planets ; and as to ih.e feven lamps upcai 
the caudlcilicks, they referred to tb.e courfc of 
the planets, of which that is the number. Tin. 
vails two, which were compoi'ed (T lour ibiug . 
they declared the four elements ; for tlic fine 
linen was proper to fignify the e.irllg bcc-n .•.■• 
the flax grows out of tlic cart... The pu' p'e 
hgnified the fca, hccaufc that oiuur is dyed iiy 
the blood of a fca flmll-filh. 'i he blue i.s fit to 
fignify the air; and tiie fcarlct wdi n uuraUy be 
an indication of fire. Now the vcf meat of the 
high prieft being made of linen, li; aiued the 
earth ; the blue denoted the fl'.y, being like 
lightning in its pomegranates, and in the noife 
of the bells rcfembling thunder. And for the 
ephod, It fhewed, thatGo 4 »h,ad made the uni- 
verlc of four [elements]; and as for the gold 
interwoven, I fuppofe it related to the fplendo’- 
by wliich all things are enlightened. He a 

a 

" V ~ 

the tabernatle w have been parted ento thr^ parts, he 
foems to efteem the bare entrance to be a third divifion, 
•JiftinA from the holy and the molt holy places -, and this 
the rather, hccaufc in the temple afterward there was a 
real tliftinA tint'd ^xrr-t, -which .ye^atA^iyed the Perch 
otherwife jpfephus would contraAiA hia.o-wn ilcfcrijyjon 
of the tabernacle, wHch gives us a particular account of 
more than two parts. 
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nMyiinted the hreaft-plate to he placed in tlie 
■Aoidle of the ephod, to rofeinhle tl\e earth, 
[uv t!i,,'t har. the very nuddlc place oh the world, 
r/ni'-thc gardie which cncoinpaffcd the high 
pi (Cil ronrid, Iignil.cd tlic ocean, IVjr that goes 
■'oiind about and includes the univerle. Kacli 
pf (he ia‘'dony>:es declare' to us the iun and 
live moon ; (Itoie, 1 mean, that were in (he 
aaunre of buttons on tltc higir pricPi’s flioidders. 
/Vr,-! for the twelve (lones, wliether we undcr- 
d.iiiJ h\ (hem the niontlis, or wdiether wc 
inuieriiaii'’ t’.a. tih'- -' undjer of the figns of that 
-■ir- !. which the Greeks cal! tlie Zodiac^ we iliall 
nc; lie nidhikcn iiv tlicir meaning. And for 
i!-c r.'.ii’c, ■■vliicli was of a blue colour, it feenis 
to rnc to mean heaven ; for how othcrr’idfG 
could the name of (hod be Infcrihcd upon it ? 
That it was alfo ilhiilrated with a crown, and 
(' ,! of gold alio, is itecaufc of that fplcndor 
C' it!i wliich G(id is pleiu'ed. Let this expli- 
c:;tinn iuldce at preient, iince tlic courfe of my 
na’Taiusvi wnll often, and on many occafions, 
ado’d me the opportuiuty of enlarging on the 


viriue of our Icgiilator. 


C M A P. VIII. 

Of ihe Vr’njlhood of Aaron. 

^ what has been dcfcrihcd was 

V brought to a conclulion, gifts not 
being yet prefented, God appeared to Moles, 
and enjoined him to bellow the hlg;h prieft- 
hood upon Aaron his brother, as tipon him 
that hell of them all deferved to obtain that 
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icipcwls, and ihewn (licir vcadiinels to receive 
him, Mofes laid to them, “ O yon h'raelites, 
lliis work is already hrouglit to a coiicliihon, 
in a manner moll acceptahie lo God, and ac¬ 
cording (t) our abilities. And norv fiijce you 
lee th.at he is received into this tal)ernaclc, wc 
lhal! lird of all ftand in need of cn’.c lh..it may 
olHciatc for us, and may minifler to tJte lacrt- 
fices, and to the prayers that arc to l)c put up 
for us. And indeed had the cmpiirv after 
fuch a perfon bi^n left to me, I Diouid have 
thought myfelf worthy of tins honour, both 
bccaufe all men are naturally fond (.f thcin- 
ielves, and bccanle I am confeious to niyfclf 
that I have taken a great deal of pains lor 
your deliverance : Put now God hiinfdf has 
determined that Aaron is worthy of this lus- 
nour, and has cliofen him for his jiriclk, as 
knowing him to be the moll righteous |ierlbn 
among you : fo that he is to put on (he veft- 
ments wdrich are confccratcd to Cod ; he is to 
have the care of the altars, and to make provifion 
for the facritices ; and he it. is (hat mull put 
up prayers for you to God, who will readily'- 
hear them, not only becauie he is himfelf fo.. 
licitous for your nation, but alfo bccnnfe he 
will receive tlicm as ofiered by one tli.u Le 
hath -himfelf chofen to this cilice.’'i" The 

idebrewfi 


* This explication of the myflical meaning of the Jew- j 
ilh tabernacle, and its vclTcIs, with the garments or the ' 
high pi hit, is taken out of Philo, and fitted to Gentile | 
philofophicul notions. This may poffibly be forgiven in j 
Jew^ greatly verfed in heatlicn learning and philofophy, j 
a/Phihi ha.l erv'et been, and as Jofepluis bad long been, j 
wl'icn he wrote thefe Antiquities. In the mean time, it is i 
not to be doubted, liut in their education they muit have ; 
both learned more Jewifh interpretations, iueh as we 
meet with in the epiftk of Barnabas, in that to the He- | 
brev-'s, and dfewheVe among the old Jews. According'y ’i 
when ]ofephn..B->V 5 l!c"^!us books of the Jewilh War, tot | 
tht'ufc of the Jens, at which time he was comparatively il 
v^JLiig, apd lefs vif d to Gentile books, we find one fpeci- jj 
^ Jewilh interpretation; for there (B. Vllv II 


til. V. 6 p) he make?, the feven branches of die icmp'e 
candleliick, with their feven lamps, an emhlem -if t!ic 
fey^n days of creation and reft, which arc here emhitms 
of the fcvCn planets'. Nor ecita'inly ought ancient jew- 
iftl emblems,to be explained any otherwif; ricip acLOid- 
ing to ancient Jewifli, and not Gen'tiie uotious. ,Stv 
Of ibc Wat, B. I. cb. xxxid. ^ 2, 

f It is well worth our clrfcrv.nioTi, that ilic two priiiei- 
pa! qtnlifications rcquifii U- (>,is rcNion, liu ’.he cocim- 
tutioii of the (irft iii,^:’ jiri. .h, vr. ti/.e-Iw iiitml i h i 
excellent charaf},-r fir tii'ii .u- . in! go'd a- '.oii', ; iC , 
that lie ftlimld line the o't .d,:r pi opic, 

noted by Jofepiur., even cdicrc ihc noioin .(,,10 bcionpLd 
to God himfelf; which -a’c tiic wry i.aac qt.Aiilicaiion? 

whid 


Y 
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Hebrews were plcaleVl wifli 'wliat ^ras (aid, 
and they their‘approbation to liiin whom 
(jod hid ordained ; for'Aaron MhV'otS-tJjcm 
all the moil uei'crving of this Itonour, on .ic- 
count of his own llosk, and pih of piophscf, 
and his brother’s viitae. He had at that' time 
four foils, Nads'), /ildhu, Lleazar, and llha- 
in ir. 

2. Now Mofes commanded them to make 
ufe ol all the uterdib', which were more than 
were nece.Tary to the ilrudture of the taber¬ 
nacle, for coveriug the tabernacle itl'elf, the 
candleftick, and altar of incenfe, and the other 
vellcls, that they might not be at all hurt 
when they jonrneyed, cither by the rain, or 
by the riling of the drift. And when he had 
gathered the multitude tpgethcr again, he or¬ 
dained that they flunild oiler half a fliekel for 
every man, as an oblation to God ; which flic- 
kel is a nietc among the Idebrews, and is 
equal to ^ four Athenian drachme. AVhere¬ 
upon they readily obeyed what iNiofes had com¬ 
manded ; and the number of the offerers was 
fix hundred and five thoufand,‘five hundred and 
fifty. Now this money, that v.)as brought by 
the men that were free, was given by fuch as 
were above twenty years old, but under ftfty; 
and what was collefted was fpent in the ufes 
of the tabernacle. 

3. Moses now purified the tabernacle, and 
the priefts; which purification was performed 
after the following manner; He commanded 
them to take five hundred fhckels of chhice 
myrrli, an equal quantity of caffia, and half 
the foregoing weight of cinnamon, and cala¬ 
mus (this laft is a fort of fweef fpicc); to heat 
them fmall, and w^et them w'ith an bin of oil 
of olives (lui hin is our own country meafiire, 

■which the Cliriftian religiog > requires in, the dhoice of 
Chnftian bilUops, prieHls, asid deacons, as, the Apoltolical 
Con’hitutions inform us, 15 . ll. ch. iiu 

* This weight and value of the Jewifh fkekel, in the 
days of joCephus, equal to about at. 10 d. Sterling, is by 
the leaiucd Jewo owned to be one-fifrh larger than were 
their old fhcbcls ; winch determination agrees pcrfciftly 
with the remaining ihekcls that hitve Samaril.in inferip- 
tions, coined generally b/ Simon tbc Macc-nbee, aboinf 
230 yeais befi.ie Joleplius publifhed his Antiquiticsf*.,: 
which never weigh more tluui at. 41/. halfpenny, and 
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I' and contains two Athenian choas, or conglu* 
fes) ; then mix them together, and boil them, 
and prepare them after the art of the apO' 
j tliccaiy, and make them into a very fwcT 
j ointment ; and aftemard \o take it to anoint 
; and to purify the priefts thcmfclvcs,, and a’l 
, the tabernacle, as alfo the facrificcs. Then 
i were alfo many, and thofc of various kinds 
of fweet fpices, that belonged to the taheraa- 
cld, and fuch as were of very great })rice, <r,d 
i were brought to the golden altar of intenfe ; 

■ whofe nature I do notAx.^.,' ovTAxIbc, left it 
fhould be troublefomc to my readeie. But 
i’ incenfe was to be offered twice a day, botri 
before lun-rlfing, and at fun-fetting. They 
were alfo to keep oil, already purified for the 
lamps ; f three of which were to give fight 
all day long, upon the facred eandleftick, be¬ 
fore God, and the reft were to be lighted at 
the evening. 

. 4. No w all was finifiicd, Befalcel and Aho- 
liah appeared to be the moft fkilful of the 
w’'orkmerl; for they invented finer M'orks than 
what others had done before tliem, and were 
I of great abilities to gain notions of what tliey 
were formerly ignorant of; and of thefc Befa- 
j leel was judged to be the heft. Now tlie whole 
t time they w^ere about this work was. the inter¬ 
val of feven months; and after this it was that 
wad ended the firft year fince their departure 
oirt of' Egypt. But at the beginning of the 
fecond year, on the nioiith Xanthicus, as the 
Macedbnians call it,' hut bn the month Nifan, 
as the Hebre’vi^s call it, on the new moon, they 
eqnfecrateti the tabernacle, and all its veffels, 
which I have already deferibed. 

5. Now Ood IheWed himfdf pleafed with 

the 

’ cbm-rapnly but 2 s, farthangc. ^ce IttlaBd, Ntitt- 

mis Satnantamrum, p. | 38 . 

f The incenfe was here ojfrered,^ according to Jofe- 
phus’s opinion, before fun-rififtg, and at fun-letting. But 
in the days of Pompey, according ,>tOi the fame Jolephus, 
tbe facrihees Were offered in the .morning, and at the 
ninth lioiir*' Antiq. J 5 . XIV. ch. 

! $ Hence •vye may correA the bpmioii’;of the modern 

Rabbins; wKh f*y, that GxAy'one of the feven lamps biin- 
ed in the day-time; wheicas ourJpfephus, ah eye-v.u 
nefs, fays they were three. 



^ Ciiae/vIII. . A'NT I QJJI TIES OF THE J E W S. Sr, 

F the work of the Hebrews, and did not pen-idt [ y. Hi'itEuroN a.T affliAion bcftl Arron. 

their labours to be in vain; nor did he difdain 1 conlKlcrcd as a man and a f.illicr, but wn nn- 
* to make ufe of what they had made, but he ' dcnyuie by hi:h wiili true forlilucic; for he i; J 
cairie and fojourned with tliem, and pitched ' indeed .i hnnncr.i ('['1011! in fuch accidents, and 
> his fabernacle in thi holy houfe. And in the ' he thought tins cal.uniry estnc ujion him accr./T- 
following manner did he come to it: The fhy ; ding to God’s wiil; l(;r whereas he had loin 
was clear, but there was a mill over the taber- | fons, as I laid before, the' two elder of them, 
nadc only, cncompa/iing it, but not with fuch | Nadah and Ahihu, did n()t bring thofe facrift- 
a very deep and thick cloud as is feca in the ; ecs wliich Mofes bad them luing, but which 
wipter fc ifon, nor yet in fo thin an one as | they ufed to offer fonncily, and were burnt to 
men might be able to difeern any thing death. Now wlien the lire ruflied upon them, 
t)irGugh w.;,-.hnEr\-(ir?j. it there dropped a fvveet ;iml began to burn llieni, imliody emuld quench 
dew, and Inch as Ihcwcd the prefence of God it. Accordingly they died in this manner, 
to tiiolc tliat defircd and believed it. : And Mofes hid their father, and their brethren, 

6. Now when Mofes had bellowed fuch lio- : to take up their bodies, to carry them out of 
jiorary prefents on the workmen, as it was fit the camp, and to bury them magnilicciuly. 
they Ihouid receive who had vvrought fo well, ; Now the multitude lamented them, and were 
..he ofiered facnilccs in the open court of the tar j deeply affedled at this their death, which lb un- 
bcrnaclc, as Ciod commanded him, a bull, a ; expedledly befel them. But IMoles inlreated 
i am, and a kid of the goats, for a fm-olfering. j their brethren, and their father, not to he trou- 
Now I lliall fpeak of what we do in our facred | hied for them, and to jirefcr their honour of 
offices in my difeourfe about lacrifices; and ; God, before their grief about them; lor Aaron 
therein lhall inform men in what cafes Mofes ij had already put on his facred garments, 
bid us offer a whole burnt-ofTering, and in what : 8. But Mofes refufed all lliat honour which 

cafes the law permits us to partake of them as he fawthe multitude ready to hrhow upon him, 
of food. And when Mofes had fprinkied / and attended to nothing die but ro the Icrvlce 
Aaron's vellments htmlclf, and his fons, with ij of God. He went no more up to mount Sinai; 
the blood of the bcafts that were flain, and had | but he went into the tahcrnaclc, and brought 
purified them with fprlng-waters, and oint- j hack anfwcrs from God to what he prayed for. 
ment, they became God’s priells. After, this ■ His habit wms alfo that of a private man ; and 

in all other circumllanccs he behaved himfelf 
like.one of the common people, and was defi- 
rous to appear without dillinguilliing himfelf 
from the multitude, hut would have it known 
that iic did nothing clfe but take care of them. 
He alfo fet down in writing the form of their 
govgrnm.ent,, and thofe law.?, by olicdlencc 
whereto they would lead their lives fo as to 
pleafe God, and fo as to have no quarrels one 
among another. However, the laws he or¬ 
dained were liich as God fuggcllcd to him : So 
T lhall now difeourfe concerning that form of 
government, and tliofe laws. 

9. I WILL now treat of what I lu fore omit¬ 
ted, the garment of tlie l.'igh luiell ; lor he 
fMofesI left no room for t'lc evil practices t)f 


manner did he confecratc them, and their gar¬ 
ments, for feven days together. 'I’he fame he 
did to the tabernacle, and the velTels thereto be¬ 
longing, both wnth oil firll incenfed, as I faid, 
and wnth the blood of bulls, and of rams, fain 
day by day one, according to its kind. But on 
the eighth day he appointed a feall for the peo¬ 
ple, aihd commanded them to offer facrihee ac¬ 
cording to their ability. Accordingly they con¬ 
tended one witln another, and were ambitious 
to exceed each other in the facrif ces which they 
brought, and To fulfilled Mofes’ injunflions. 
But as the facrifices lay upon the altar, a fud- 
den lire was Mndled from among them, of its 
own appealed to the light like fire 

from a flalh of lightning, and conlijmed what- j 
ijtejjfter'v/as upon the altar,. - J 
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1 r.;" ' J r.iop!i(.‘ts ; but if roinc of tluir fort fhould 
.-'ticmpt to abide tbe Jiviiie aai.IiontY, he ' left | 
t to God to be prefent at 1 irrifices V^’hon he | 
pleafed, and when he pleafed to be abient 

*' or this RraUjU' ovprcflion, tin' d/'/'i hU ;/ t'l (Ld to 
be priftni at l^iS li’i r,Jii n noLr h jd, p \ , nJ-a J'e/t ! i pLaJul 
tj he ahjttii, tec tli^ neu-0[> i',. ![. Apiou. § 17. 

f Tlxrfc jniwcisliv liu, <<•. iti'" ot LJntn ji:d Tkummim^ 
■W’lnch words rpTnity laj-t , 1,1! p ■) feHion, 01, .;s tin, Septua- 
ji'int rciidti them, ri ulaimi and ‘ndh, and denote no¬ 
thing funl'a r, that 1 i e, but liiv fitin. ip tlunes tliem- 
vhicli wcie niid in thi^ method <d t'da.iainatior,, in 
revLcli’te tlie will of (..'on, 'afrer a perfect aiiti tnu irnnner, 
to his jicojilc IliMcl: I fay, tliefc anfwers were not made 
by tile ilnruny of the piei.ious Hones, after an aukward 
manner, in tbe high prlcfl’s br( all-plate, as the modern 
Rabbins vaiidy fnppofe •, fi)r,t;eilaiiily tbe fliining of the 
fKmes might precede or accompany the oiacle ■wltliout it- 
lelf delivering that oracle (See Antiq. B. VI. chap. vi. y 4.) 
bnt rather by an audible \oiee from tlie mercy-feat be¬ 
tween the cberubims. Sec Ptidean’s Connecd. at the year 
ys.p This oracle had been filent, a.s Jofephus here in¬ 
fo! ins uj, no years before lie wrote bis Antiquities, or 
ever fnice the days of the lad good high pried of the fami¬ 
ly of the Maccabtes, Jolni llyreatius. Now it is heic very 
well worth our obfeivation, that the oracle before 11 j was 
that by which God appeared to be pied at with, and gave 
(jirei5Hons to hia people Jfrael as their king, all the while 
lliry fubinittcd to him in that capacity ; and did not fet 
over tb.cro fnch independent kings as governed according | 
to their own willa and ])olItical matiims, inilead of divine j 
dnections. Accordingly we meet with thi.s made (befidcs ■ 
angelic and prophetic idmonidons) all along from the days ‘ 
of Moics and joibua to the anointing of Saul, the fird of 
the fuceelhon of kingf, Numb, xxvii. 21. jof. vi. 6, 1 

Ml., qo. Judg. i. I. I'.iii 4, 5,6, 30, 31. XX. 18, 23, 26, ' 
27, z8. xxi. 1. t-fr. 1 .Sam. i. 17, 18. iii. per tot. iv./)tr tot. ^ 
nay, till .Saul’s rtjedion of the divine commands in the war j 
in Am ikk, when he took upon him to ad as ho thought fit, ' 
f .Sain. XIV. 3, Id, IQ, 36, 37. then this oracle led Saul | 
cntiidy (m Inch indeed he liad- feldom eonfultcd before, 

1 S/ni. xiv. 35.1 Chron. x. I4,xiii. 3. Antiq. B. Vil. chap, 
iv. f .’.) and accompanied David, who was anointed to ' 
fnc'-ced him, ajid wlio confulte_d God by it frequently, I 
and coiapii.d with its dlretitions conllamly, i Sam. xiv. ^ 
37, 41, J.V. 26 . xxii. 13, 15. x.xiii. 9, -lo. xsAt. 7,-8, 18. 

2 S.un. n. I. V. 19, 23. xxi. I. xxiii. 14. I Cl.icn. xiv. j 

10, 14. Antiq. B. 'V^L chap. xii. § 5 ’ Baulindeetl, long 
after Ids reject,on by God, and when God had given him 
up lo dcdn'dion for his difobedicnce, did once after- I 
w irds ciud.ivi'ur ti confult (iod, when it wai, top late ; , 
but sd d woi Id no' ill'’" anfivtr Idm, neither by Dreams, nor 
by Inm by Pirphcis, J Sam. xxviii, (i. Nor did any I 
of .Jiv..'’s oic.G ' , the kingsof Juii.ih, that we know { 
of, 'onlu't (foil 1', ti.’s w.'clv, till tl.c very Babylonilh i 
< p ' -y lUh.T, m' c.' thofe kings wen. at an end, they , 

( I II • 'le, ilii,:.!, i fi 'prft, too much of defoctie powei 

0 .. n .1’ V', ,.nd .. o M'.n owning the Godof Ifrael for the 

11. pi^rne .Mi\ of Ift.ic!, though a few of them coiiLulted'i 


F THE JEWS. 

And he was willing this fliould be known, not 
to the Hebrews only, but to thofe foreigner,- 
allb who were there. For as to thofe ft 

Wiiiei 

the prophets fomefimes, and wcrc-.infwercd by tbem. A 
lire return of the two tribes, without tbe return 01 Iv-Oiil 
government, the relloration of tins oi.ielc 'v..s t^pcA ,1 
Nell. vii. 65. I F.fd. V. 40. I Mace. iv. 46. \iv. p. .i-i 
imlced it may Icem to have been reftored 101 fmie to-i 
after the B.ibyloniih captivity, at leall in the d.iy-. oi if 
excellent high prieft Joint Ilyrcanus, whom ji !. t-i 0 
cllccincd as a Kitig, a PruJ{, and a Prophet; and " , b 

fays, foretold feveral things ih.:t came to pafs ar..oi(.ii') 
iy : but about the time of his dirc-it;■ he r.v. m-/iplies, t’... 
this or.ic!e quite ceafed, .and not before. The loUc'viri 
high priclls now putting diadems on their hc.d,, and u: 
ling .iccording to their own wall, and by their own aiufi 
rity, like the other king-, of the Pagan counfiu'-. ..bn; 
them ; fo that wdiilc th'c God of Ifrael was alUiwed lo (- 
the fupremc king of Ifrael, .iml Ins uiredtioiw to be ihci 
authentic guides, God gave them fueb cliietiicms, ..s tlitiv 
fupreme King .ind Governor; and they were piopt I'y u;i- 
dcr a tbeorracy, by this oracle of Urim, but no longer (.i c 
Dr Bernard’s notes here) though I mniids I c.innut bi/ 
elteem tlic high prieftJaddus’s divine du-iin, Antu]. B. 
XI. chap. viii. ^ 4. and the high priell Caiphas’s mod >■,- 
markable piophecy, John xi. 47, 52. a.s tv,o fniall n.- 
mains or fpecimens of thi.s .incient oracle, whieli ptopeily 
belonged to the Jewilli high priefts: Nor perhaps ought 
we entirely to forget that eminent prophetic dream of oui 
Jofephus himfelf (one next to an high piidl, as oi the 11- 
mily of the Afamoneans or Maccabees) as to the iuc'd- 
rioU of Vcfpafian .and Titus to the Roman empire, and 
that in the clays of Nero, and before either G.ilba, Otlio, or 
VilcIIius, were thought of to fucceed him. Of the War, 
B. III. chap. viii. f 9. This I think may well be looked on 
as the very laft inllance of any thing like the prophetic 
Urim among the Jcwifli nation, ami juft preceded - their 
fatal dcfolation: But how it could poffibly come to 
pafs, that fuch great men as Sir John Marlham, and 
Dr Spencer, feould imagine that this oracle of Urtm 
and with otlier praAices as old or older 

than the law' of Mofes, fhould have been ordained in ititi- 
tatisu of fomewhai like them among the Egyptians, which 
we never hear-of till the days of Diodprus Siculus, ABli-an, 
«nd -Mairnomdes, or little earlier than the Chriftian sera 
ntthe higheft, i.s almofl unaccountable; while‘.hc imin 
hufinef, tvf the law of Mofeg was evidently to pnferve the 
Ifraelites yjuw the idolatrous andfuperftitious pr.idiccs of 
the neighbouring Pagan nations; and white it is io ufi.ue- 
1 iiiablc, th'.it the evidence for the great-antiquity of MofeS’ 
j law is incomparably beyond that fortho'like or greater an- 
I tiquity of Pich cuftoms ifi Egypt,or other nations, which 
, indeed IS generally none at all, it is moll abfuid to derive 
j any of Moles’ laws from the imitatim of thofe heathen 
prarlicis. Such hypothefis demon|i»lst3-‘r us, how lar 
utUttsa.'.ui can, orcvail over evidence, iti cvep foitic of 'J}c 
inoll learned part of raankind. 



^''chap.,'' IX. ANTI Q^U t T I E 

I^vl)ich we told you licForc, tlie high prieft ))are ij 
his ihouhiers, which were fardonyxes (and 1 'j 
thinly it ueedlels to del'cribc thcli' nature, they ; 
hei-dg known to every body) the one of them , 
^hinsd out when Go<l was prefent at their facri- , 
f iccs ; 1 mean that which was in the nature of a ' 
i)!itton on his right Ihoulder, bright rays dart- 
'ng out thence, and being feen even by thofe 
ilia: were moR remote ; w'hich fplendor yet was j 
not before natural to the Rone. This hds ap- | 
|!,..w cd a wonderful thing to Rich as have not 
fo fir in hiV. "’ ’ "Rem''elves in philofophy, as to 
delpife Divine Revelation. Yet will I mention 
wliat is Rill more wonderful than this; For 
God declared before-hand, by thofe twelve 
Rones which the high prieft bare on his breaft, 
and wdiich were inferted into his breaft-platc, 
wlieti they fliould be vi<Etorious in battle ; for 
I'o great a fplendor flrone forth from them before 
the army began to march, that all the people 
were fenfible of God’s being prefent for their 
afliftance. VVhcnce it came to pafs, that thofe 
Circeks who had a veneration for our laws, be- 
caufe they could not poffibly contradict this, 
called that breaft-plate the Oracle. Now this 
brcaft-plate, and this fardonyx, left off'fliining 
two hundred years before I coinpofed this book, 
God having been difpleafed at the trailfgreftion 
of his laws. Of which things we fliall further 
difeourfe on a fitter opportunity ; but 1 will 
now go on with my propofed narration. 

lo. The tabernacle being now confecrated, 
and a regiitar order being fettled for the pri'efts, 
the multitude judged that God now dwelt 
among them, and betook themfclves to facri- 
fices, and praifes to God, as being now de¬ 
livered from all expectation of evils, and as 
entertahiing an hopeful profpeCt of better times 
hereafter. They offered alfo gifts to God, fome 
as common to the whole nation, and others as 
peculiar to themfelves, and thefe tribe by tribe ; 
for the heads of’ the tribes combined together, i 
two by two, and brought a waggon, and a yoke 
of oxen. Thefe amounted to fix, and ihey^ 
carried th-’/'dxyjnacle when they journeyed. ; 
B^ffrfes which, every head of a tribe brought a 
ifiwl, amba charger, and a fpoon, often darics.. 
No. V. 
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1 full of iucenfe. Now tlic charger and the howl 

j were of River; ami together they weighed two 
humlred nickels,hut the howl coR no more than 
leVv.iUy Rickels ; and thclc were lull <11 line Hour 
mingled with oil, iuch as tliey ufed on the altar 
about the facrifices. ’Flu y brought alio a ) ''.'ung 
hullock, and a ram, with a lamb of a y'ear old, 
for a whole hurnt-offeriug ; as alfo a goat, for 
the forgivenefs of Rns. Fwery one of thu 
heads of the tribes brought alfo other lacrifices, 
called Pcace-offcrings., for every day two bulls, 
and five rams, with lambs of a year old, and 
kids of the goats. Thefe heads of tribes 
were twelve da^s in facrilicing, one facriiicing 
every day. Now Mofes went no longer up to 
mount Sinai, but went into the tabernacle, and 
learned of God what they were to do, and 
what laws fhould be made ; which laws were 
preferable to what have been devifed liy hu¬ 
man underRanding, and proved to he firmly 
obferved for all time to come, as being hehevctl 
to be the gift of Cod ; infomucll, that the He¬ 
brews did not tranfgrefs any of thofe laws, ei- 
tlier as tempted in time.s of jieace by luxury, or 
in times of war by diRrefs of affairs. Ihit I fay 
no more here concerning them, hecaiife I have 
refolveij to compofc another work concerning 
our laws. 


C H A P. IX. 

’The Manner of our offering Sacrifices. 

§ I. *T WILL now however make mention eff 
JL a few of our laws, which heloiig to 
purifications, and the like facred offices, fince 
I am accidently come to this matter of facri- 
ficcs. Thefe facrifices were of two Ihns: of 
thofe forts one was offered for private perfons, 
and the other for the people in general ; and 
they are done in two different ways: In the 
1 one cafe what is fiain is burnt, as a whole 
burnt-offering, whence that name is given tc> 
it; hut the other is a thank-offering, and is 
defigned foi^afting thofe that facrifice. I will 
j fpcak. of the former. Suppofe a juivate man 
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Oiler a bu-nt-oflcriri", lie muft Hay cither a bull, 
a iamb, or a kid of the goats, ,aad the tvro lat¬ 
ter of the hrft year, though qr' bill's he is per- 
u’littcd to hicriiice thoic oi a sya ’ter atte: hut 
all hurnt-ofErings arc to be of inalei'.. When 
they are hair'., tlie jriefts fprinklc the blood 
round about tlic altar ; they then cleanfc the 
bodies, and di\idc them into parts, and halt 
Aon- v/itb fait, and lay rl'ern upon tlie altar, 
while iho piece.' cd wood are piled one upon 
-another, -and the fire is burning ; they next 
cleanlc the feet of the facrliices, and the in¬ 
wards, in an accurate manner, and fo lay them 
to tive reft to be purged by the fire, while the 
priefts receive tlie hides. This is the w'ay of 
offering a burnt-offering. 

2- But thofe that olfcr thank-offerings, do 
■indeed facrihee the fame creature.s, but fuch as 
are unblenullted, and above a y^ar old ; how¬ 
ever, they may take cither males or fenialca. 
They alfo fpriakle the altar wdth their blood ; 
but they lay .itpon the altar tlie kidneys, and 
the caul, and all the fat, and the lobe of the 
liver, together with the rump of the lamb ; 
then, giving the breaft, and the right flioulder, 
fo tile priefts, the oflerer feafts upon the re¬ 
mainder of the fiefli for .two days; and vjhat 
remains they burn. 

„ 3. Thi’ liicrihces for fins are offered in the 
fame manner as i.s thq, thank-ortering. But 
thole who arc unable to purcliafe complete fa- 
criftces, offer two pigeons, or turtle doves ; the 
one of which is made a bm nt-oflering to God, 
the other idrey give as food for tlic priefts. But 
we fhali treat more accurately about the obla¬ 
tion of thefe creatures in our difeourfe concern¬ 
ing facrifices. But if a perfon fall into fm by 
ignorance, he offers an ev/e Iamb, or female 
kid of the goats, of the fame age; and the 
priefH fpriakle the blood at the. altar, not after 
the former manner, but at the corners of it. 
They alfo bring the kidneys,and the reft of 

* Whni Reland well obfe.-vts here, 05>t of jofephus, 
as couiparcd willi the lav/ of Mofe:;, 15. (tb it 

the e.itiiiif of the faerifice the fame fay it was oflcieil, feems 
fo Tiieriu onlyr Irefore the luoruiiig of the next, although 
the latter part, 1 . i\ the nipht, be in ftrii'Tncls part of the 
;uxl fay^ according to the Jcwillt reckoning) is great!/ to 


the fat, together with the lobe of the liver, to'i 
the altar, while the priefts bear aw^ay the hides, 
and the fleOt, and fpend it in the holy place * 
on the lame day; for the law doe.s not pci ..ait 
fJieai to leave of it until thy morning. Bat ft 
any one fm, and is confeiousof irhimftlf, hut 
hath nobody that can prove upon him, he of-' 
lers a rarn, the law enjoining him fo to do ; the 
llelh of whlc.h the priefts cat, .a.s before, in tin- 
holy place, on the lame day. And if the ruf-rs 
offer facriftccs for their (ins, they itring the 
fame oblations tliat private,,y\c^''*h;ii'n.rsdv they 
ft) far differ, that they are to bring lor I'aerihees 
a bull, or a kid of the goats, both tnalc.s. 

4.. Now the law requires, both in privase 
and public facrifices, that the fineft Hour be ai- 
fo brought ; for a lamb the mcafure of one 
tenth deal, fora ram two, and for a bull three. 
This they conlecrate upon the altar, wJicn it i.s 
mingled .with oil ; for oil is alfo hrou.ght by 
thofe that facrificc, for a hull the half of an iiiii, 
and for a ram a third part of the fame jnealdre, 
and one (juarter of it for a lamb, ftdus bin is. 
an ancient Hebrew meafure, and is equivalent 
to two Athenian chons [or congiufet. ] Tl.ey 
bring the fame quantity of oil whicli they do ift 
ivine, and they pour the wane about the altar ; 
hut if any one docs not offer a coinpleu. i’acri- 
lice of animals, but brings fine Hour only lor a 
vowq he throws an handful upon tl;e allar as 
its firft. fruits, while the priefts take the .refi lor 
tlji^'-food, either boiled, or minglcjjl wdth mh 
but made into cakes of bread. But whatfoever 
it be that a prieft himfelf offers k muft of ne- 
ceffity be all burnt., Now the law forhid.sais to 
facrifice any animal at the fame time with its 
dam ; and in other cafes, not till the eighth day 
after its birth. Other, facrifices there'k'rc aifo 
appointed for efcapmg diftempers, cr for other 
occalions, in wHch meat-offerings aio-caeu- 
fmned, together- with the animals that are fa- 

. * crificed 

be obrcrvcil upon other occalions alfo. The Jcwifli 
iiiasitti, in fuch cafes, it fccros, is,t^.s, tlfa ifa d/y 
bijorc ihi‘ rnyht ; ami this appears to fpe to he die bianu-un; 
byth ot the Okl ami New Teftaracnt. See alfo the ifi.' c 
oil Atiiiij. B. IV. cliap. iv. ^ 4. and Rdaudls note on . 
iV. chap. viii. -J 28. 
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crHkcd ; of wliicn it i.s not lawful to leave any 
part til! the next clay, only the priefts are to 
take cheir own fliarc. 



' C H A r. X. 


the FcjUvals ; and hoiv each Day || 
(if [ulI) Fcji'ival IS to he ohjerved. j| 

' law requires:, that out of tlse j 

publie cxpcnccs a Iamb of tlte firll | 
y’e.n- Iv. yj \Ff at tiie beginning, and i 

tlie eiuiii'.y of the day ; but on the feventh 
day, wliieb i.s esiiied tlic Sabhatl\ kill two, 
and iaeriliet: them in the fame manner. At 
iiic r.tw inocm, they both perform the daily 
fieri bees, and bay two bulls, with ieven lambs 
ui the iail year, and a kid of the posits all'o, 
ior the cx})iati(in of .nns; that is, if they have 
finned tliror.gh ignorance. 

2. But on the leventh month, which the 
h'hicedoui'’’ call Flvptrbcrelan/s^ they make an 
an addition to thole already mentioned, and 
bicrilK c a bull, a ram, ;md leveit lambs, and 
a kid of tlie goats, ftu- lins. 

3. On the tenth day of the fame lunar 
month, they i.dl till the evening ; and this day 
they iacnhec a huil, and two rams, and feven 
lambs, and a kid of the goats, for tins. ' And 
bebdes thefe, tlicy bring two kids of the goats ; 
tile OTIC of vdilch is fent alive out of the limits 
of the camp iiv.o the wildernefs for the fcape- 
goat, and to be an expiation for the fin:! of the 
whole mvdlitude ; hut the other is brought in¬ 
to a place of great dcannefs, witlrn the limits 
of the camp, and is there burnt, with its fkin, 
without any fort of cleanling. With this goat ! 
was b-'»rnt a bull, not brought by the people, i 
but by the high pnefepat his* own charges;! 
w}'.bd.,'*ivfien it, was flain, he brought of the 
blotffl' into the holy place, togctlicr with the 
1)1 (x»d of the kid of the goats, and fprinklcd 
the ceiling with his finger feven times, as alfo 
its pavement, and again as often towards tin 

I luobj bvd.y plaile, and about the golden altar : 
JAC'ab’o at lab brings it into the open court, 
iA^l fpi'inkies it .about the great altar, liebdes 


this, they^ fet the extremities, and the kidneys, 
and the fat, with the lobe of the liver, ujion 
the altar. The high prlefl likewife jii dents a 
v.un to Crod, as a iniriit-olicring. 

4. kh'ON the iifcec'iith day of the fame 
month, when tlie fcalon of the year is chan¬ 
ging for winter, the law enjoins us to pitch 
tahernacle.s in every one or our hoTifcs, io tluit 
we preferve ourfelvos from the cold of 'b.it 
time of the ye;ir: a.s alfo, liiat when we firoa.bl 
arrive at our own country, and .l ofnc to tiiai 
city wltich we fhould Irave then for our metro¬ 
polis, becaufe of the temple tlicrcin to he built, 
and keep a fcftlval for eight’ days, and odcr 
hiirnt-offerings, and facrificc thank-oiferings, 
that we fiiould then carry in our hands a 
branch of myrtle, and willow, and a hough of 
tlie palm-tree, witli the addition of the pome- 
citron. That the burnt-nfering on the iirft of 
thole days was to he a I’ncritrce of thirteen 
hulls, and fonitceu kimbig and fifteen rams, 
with the addition of a kid (>f the goai.s, as an 
expiation for fins; a-nd on tlie folbnviiig day.', 
the fame mim])er of lambs, and of ran;':, \ritl; 
the kids of'the goats ; but :i!>ating one of tie; 
bulls every day, till they nmoLmicU to fevt n 
only. On the ciglith day all work vtas kild 
afide, and then^ as rve laid befoic, they lacri- 
liccd to Ood a bullock, a ram, and feven km.lain 
with a kid of the goats, for an expiation of fins. 
And this is the accuftomed lolemnity of the 
Hebrews, when they pitch their taberuaele-,. 

5. the month Xanthieus, wliich is by tn; 

called Nifan^ and is tiic beginning oi our yea.r, 
on the fc/urtcenth day of the lunar tnum fi,, w hen 
the fun is in Aries (fiir on this muntii it was 
that wc were delivered from bondage unilcr the 
Egyptians) the law ordained, tbe.l v.e ifioukl 
every year /lay that facrificc vTiieii ! I.ndon- 
told you we flcwwbcn wc'caine our .■!' Egypt, 
and which was called ilic Paffuv-' r : And io do 
wc celebrate this paflbver in lo-ripaui'.'s., If-aviTir; 
nothing of what wc facrificc till tlie d;.> b,l- 
lowing. d'he fe.tfi cl uulcave’i.af j-rp"! fiv.- 
ceed.s rreit of-the p.iiToi'cr, and 1 tlie Ifi. 

teenth d;.y id fii. i-wnth-, and ccntlnuu icvcti 

lb) .a 
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baked biead- [vvas fet on the tabic of fncw- 
i bread] mthout leaven,of twenty-four ienrli dc.ils 
! of floifr, for*£b much is fpent up.on this b;f;->d : 

> Two heap#' of thefe were bakci! ; tnoy w^ * 

I taken the'day before (the Wh^-’ih, but were 
i brought ihto the holy place on the moiii.ng of 
J the Sabbfth, arid fet upon the holy table, fix 
! on anheap, one loaf ftill Handing over againll an- 
] other j where two golden cups full of frank- 
incenfc were alfo fet upon them, and thrac 
j they remained till another Sabbath, and tJicn 
other loaves were brought v\hilc 

the loaves were given to the priells for their 
food, and the frankincenfc was burnt in that 
facred fire wherein all their offerings wicre 
burnt alfo ; and fo other frankincenfe w^as fet 
upon the loaves, inftead of w^hat was there be¬ 
fore. The [high] prieft alfo, of his own cliar- 
ges, offered a facfifice, and that twice evciy 
clay. It was made of flour; mingled with oil, and 
gently baked by thfefire ; the quantity w'as one 
tenth deal of flour ; he brought the half of it 
to the fire In the morning, and the other half 
at ftigfit. The accOmU'Of thefe lacrificcs I fhall 
gi^c motfe atcurately hereafter; but 1 think I 
haxife premifed what for the prefent may be 
fuflident concerning them. 


days, wherein they feed on imleavened bread ; 
on every one of which days two bails are killed, 
and one ram, and feven lambs. Now thefe 
lambs are entirely burnt, hefidcs the ki 1 of the 
goats, which is added to all the rcit, for lifts ; 
for it is intended as a feaft for the prieft on 
every one of thofe days. But on the fecond 
day of unleavened bread, wdvich is the fix- 
teenth day of the month, they firfl partake of 
the fruits of the earth, for belbre that day they 
do not touch them. And while they fuppofc 
it proper to honour God, from whom they ob¬ 
tain this plentiful provilion, in the firfl: place, 
they offer the firfl fruits of their barley, and 
that in manner following ; They take an hand¬ 
ful of the ears, and dry them, then heat them 
fmall, and purge the barley from the bran; 
they then bring one tenth deal to the altar, to 
God ; and calling one handful of it upon the 
fire, they leave the rcfl for the ufe of the 
prielT.. And after this it is that they may 
publicly or privately reap their harvefl. They 
alfo at this participation of the firfl'fruits of 
the earth facriiice a lamh, as a burnt-offering 
to God. 

6. When a week of weeks has paffed over 
after this iacrifii e (which weeks contain forty 
and nine days) on tlie fiftieth day, rvhich is 
Pciitecoft, hut is called by the Hebrews 

tha, which fignilic's PenlcAoJl^ they bring to 
God a loaf, made of wheat flour, of two tenth 
deals, with leaven ; and for lacrificcs they bring 
two lambs : and when they have onIj>’ pre- 
fcntecl them to God, tljiey are made ready for 
fupper for the priells ; nor is it pcrmitfe^ t'o 
leave any thing of them till the day J^ffow- 
ing. They alfo flay three bullocks for a "burnt- 
offerijig, and two rams, and" fourteen^ lartiDS, 
wnth two kids of the gqqts for fipl;; ftornt 
there any one of the feflivals but injt they 
offer burnt-offerings ; Thc'y ajlb ^llov^ them-^ 
feivcs to refl on every one ofT^em. (AccoftU 
ingly the law preferibes in fliem all whal kln^s 
they arc to facnfice ; and how they are to refl 
entirely, and mufl flay fatpifioes, in 
feall upon them. " 

7. However, out of the contmon charges^ 


CHAP. xr. 

Of the Purifications, 

§ /TOSES tridfc^* out the tribe of Levi 
' xVJL from communicating with the reft 
df’the’ people, and fet them apait, to be arr 
.hriiy tribe ;* and',purified them by water, 'taken 
from perpetudl fprirfgs, arid with fuch facrifices 
as'were ufiialiy offc^^ tp 4^0d on the’l'ke oc-- 
cafions.' to them the taber- 

‘nuclei and 'thfe vefffeR and the 

curtains made for covering the 

tahernade, that they might miinfter undef the 
c6ndtti9l df the* priells, tvho had been already 
edrffeefated to God.'' ' 

2 . .He a\fo determined conGernir,g^animals ; 
.which c| ufod for food, j* d 

' ,‘ whA 1 
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/ which they were obliged to abftaln from: j 
I Which matters, when this work fhall give me j 
' occ.y;Sn, fliall be farther cKplained; and the 
cTr/'fcs lhall be added, by which he was moved 
’ to ^lot lb.meytr- tlx^rn to l)c our food, and en- 
^jolned 113 to' abftain from others. However, 
no entirely forbad us llie ufc of blOod for food, 
and eftecnied it to contain the foul and fpirit. 
lie alfo forbad us to eat the fiefh of an animal 
t’la': died of itl'elf; as alfo the caul, and the 
fat of Croats, and Ihcep, and bulls. 

7. li'L u. 'i..ir':d, that thofe whofe bodies 
v'cre aiTlidb;d with Icprofy, and that had a go- 
norrluca, ihould no*- come into the * cky: nay, 
be removed tlie women, when they had their 
iritural purgations, till tlie feventh day; after 
which, he looked on them as pure, and per¬ 
mitted them to come In again. The law per¬ 
mits thofe alfo who have taken care of funerals 
to come in aftef the fame manner, when this 
number of days is over ; but if any continued 
longer than that number of days in a ftate of 
pollution, the law appointed the offering two 
lambs for a facrifke; the one of which they are 
to purge by the fire, and for the other, the 
priefts take it for themfelves. In the fame man¬ 
ner do thofe facrifice who have had the gonor- 
rhasa. But he that fheds his feed in his fleep, 
if he goes down into cold water, he has the 
fame privilege with thofe that have lawfully 
accompanied with their wives. And for the 
lepers, he fuffered them not to come into the 
city at all, nor to live with any others, as if 
they were in effedf dead perfons j but !f any one 
had obtained, by prayer to God, the recovery 
from that diftemper, and had gained a health- 
fid complexion again, fuch an one returned 
thanks,-«iO God, with feveral forts of facrifiees ; 
concerning which we will fpeah hereafter. 

one cannot but fmile at thofe 
wh^ay, that Mbfes was himfelf afflicted with 
the 'leprofy, when he fled out of Egypt; and 
that he became the coti^uffor of thofe who on 
that account left that country, and led them in- 

may here note, that Jofephtis frequently c?lls the 
c||rap the Cu‘y, ami the court of the Mofaick tahernade a 
'Tvmph', and the tabernacle itfelf an Holy with al- 
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to the land of Canaan: For had this been true, 
Mofes would not have made thefc lav;s to his 
own diihonour, which indeed it was mere like¬ 
ly be v.rouId have oppofed, if others had endea¬ 
voured to introduce them ; and this the rather, 
becaufc there are lepers in many na.lions, who 
yet .arc in honour, and not only free !rom re¬ 
proach, and avoidance, but who have l)cen great 
captains of armies, and been intrufted wifli high 
offices in the commonwealth ; and have bad 
the privilege of entering into holy J)l3.cc8, and 
temples ; So that nothing hindered, but if either 
Mofes hirafelf, or the jnultitude that was with 
him, had been liable to fuch a misfortune, in 
the colour of his.fldn, he might have made laws 
about them for their credit and advantage, and 
have laid no manner of difficulty upon then:. 
Accordingly it is a plain cafe, that it is otit of 
violent prejudice only that they report thefe 
things about us. But Mofes was pun: from any 
fuch diflemper ; and lived with countrymen 
who were pure of it alfo, and thence made the 
laws which concerned others that had the dif¬ 
temper. Fie did this for the honour of Gcd. 
But as to thefe matters, let every one confider 
them after what manner he pleafes. 

5. As to the women, when lliey have horn 
a child, Mofes forbad them to come ii\to the 
temple, or touch the facrifiees, before forty 
days were over, fuppofing it be a hoy; hut if 
file hath borne a girl, the law is that flie cannot 
be admitted before twice that number of days 
be over. And when after the before-mention¬ 
ed time appointed for them, they perform their 
facrifiees, the priefts diftribute them before 
God. 

6. But if any one firfpeift that his wife has 

been guilty of adultery, he was to bring a tenth 
deal of barley flour; they then call one hand¬ 
ful to God, and gave the reft of It to the 
priefts for food. One priefts fet the 

woman at the gates thaf 'lfe turned towards 
the temple, and took the vail from her head, 

and 

lufion to the later city, h'tr.ple, and holy hou/r,'-which- he 
knew fo well long afterwards. 
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and wrote the name of Cod in parchment, and 
enjoined \ ■ lo fwc ••I.vil <1 e had not at all 
iujurcd hii .mfband ; and to willi, that if fhe 
had vioi ted her chaftity, herriylit thigh might 
be put out of jf'int ; that her belly might fwell, 
aid that Hie m’ght die thus: but that if licr 
huihand, by the vinh.tee of his ahedion, and 
of the jealnufy Wiiicli .irofe from it, liad been 
raflily moved to tliis fn''j)icion, that Ihc might 
bear a male child on the temli month. Nrv; 
when thefe oatlis were over, the pricll wiped ' 
the name of God out of the parchment, and 
wrung the water into a vial. He alio took 
fotne duff out of the temple, if any happened 
to be there, and put a little of it into the vial, 
and gave it her to drink; whereupon the 
woman, if flie were unjullly accufed, conceived 
with child, and brought it to perfection in her 
woml): But if Ihe had broken her faith of 
wedlock to her hulband, and had fworn lalfely 
before Cod, die died in a reproachful manner ; 
her thigh fell off from her, and her belly 
fwelled w'itb a dropfy. And thefe are the ce¬ 
remonies about facrifices, and about the purifi¬ 
cations thereto belonging, which Mofes pro¬ 
vided for his countrymen. He alfo preferibed 
the following laws to them. 


CHAP. XIL 
Setyeral Laws. 

§ I. A S for adultery, Mofes forbad it en- 
jl\. tirely, as efteeming it an happy 
thing, tliat men fhould be wdfe in the affairs of 
wedlock ; and that it was profitable both to 
cities and families, that children fhould be 
known to be genuine. He alfo abhorred mens 
lying with their mothers, as one of the greateft 
crime.s; and the like for lying with the father’s 
wife, and with aunts, and fifters^ and fons 

* Thefe words ca Jofephus are retsadcahk, that-the 
l.\wgivci of the Jews required of the priefls a dsitbUtdegree 
tjpuriiy, in coinparifon of that required of the people ; of 
which he gives fevcral inftances immediately. It Was for 
certain the cafe alfo among the firft Chriftians, of the 
clergy, in comparifon of the laity, as the apoftolical confti- 
tutions and canons every where informs us. 


wives, as all inftances of abominable wicked- 
nefs. He alfo forbad a man to lie with bif 
wife vi^hen Ihe was defiled by her natural pur¬ 
gation and not to come near brute bealls 
to approve of the lying V. kl.'-'.g male, which 
was to hunt after unlawful pleafufes on account 
of beauty. To thofe who were guilty of fiich 
infolent behaviour, he ordained death lor tluii 
pimilbment. 

2. As for the prieft.s, he preferibed to them 
a * double degree of purity ; for he reftrained 
them in the inftances - '• >iU)uo\cr 

forbad them to marry harlots. He alfo loihad 
them to marry a Have, or a captive, and Inch 
as got their living by cheating trades, and by 
keeping inns: as alfo a woman parted from 
her hufband on any occafion whatfoever. Nay, 
he did not think it proper for the high jiridl to 
marry even the widow of one that wvii, dead, 
though he allowed that to the priefts ; but he 
permitted him only to many a virgin, and to 
retain her. Whence it is that the high piidt 
is not to come near to one tliat is dead, although 
the reft are not prohibited from coming ne.ir to 
th^ir brethren, or parents, or children, when 
they are dead; but they are to he unblemilhcd 
in all refpeds. He ordered, that the prieft, 
who had any hlemilh, fhould have his pot lion 
indeed among the priefts ; but he forbad him 
to afeend the altar, or to enter into the lioly 
houfe. He alfo enjoined them, not only to 
obferve purity, in their facred miniftiations, 
but in their <laily eonverfation, that it might 
be unbkmeable alfo. And on this account it 
is, that thofe who wear the facerdotal garments 
are without fpot, and eminent for their purity 
and fobrietynor are they permitted to drink 
wine fu long as they wear j* thofe j^a' inents. 
Moreover, they offer facrifices that are entire, 
and have nO defe< 3 : whatfoever. 

3. And 

f We mull here note with Reland, that the precept 
given to the priefts of not drinking wine, while they wore 
the facred garments, is equivalent to their ahftincncc from 
it all theivmlc they miniftered in the lSStnple,*.%t,w<fe they 
thenalwtys, and then only, wore thofe facred gark.^dts, 
' wliich w*arc laid tliere nromtsje time of miailli:»tjoii(t* 
another. 
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/ 3. And truly Mofes gave them all thefc prc- 

jcepts, 4 :>eing fuch as were obferved during his 
■“own But though lie lived now in the 

wil'Brnefs, yet did he make provifion how they 
might obfeiwe the h'Me laws when they fliould 
'jiavc taken th^ land of Canaan : He gave then 
'’rell to the land from ploughing and planting eve¬ 
ry ieventh year, as he had preferibed to them to 
red from working eveiy feventh day; and or- 
fiered, that then what grew of its own accord 
out ot the eartli fliould in common belong to 
all that }f yh ’ it, making no diftincflon 

iu that rcfpc6l between their own countrymen 
and foreigners: and he ordained, that they 
fbouk! do the fame after I'cven times feven years,, 
which in all afe fifty years: And that fiftieth 
year is called by the Hebrews the yuhilec^ where¬ 
in debtors are freed from their debts, and Haves 
are fet at liberty ; which haves became fuch, 
though they were of the fame ftock, by tranf- 
grelllng fonic of thofe laws whofe punifhment 
was not caj-ital, but they were punifhed by this 
method of llavery. This year alfo reftores the 
land to its former pofieifors in the manner fol¬ 
lowing : When the Jubilee is come, which name., 
denotes liberty^ he that fold the land, and he 
that bought it, meet together, and make an cf- 
timatc, on one hand, of the fruits gathered, 
and, on the other hand, of the cxpenccs laid 
out upon it. If the fruits gathered come to more 
than the expcnccs laid out, he that fold it takes 
the land again ; but if the expenefcs prove morh 
than the fruits, the prefent'pofrcfibr receives of 
the former owner the difference that was want¬ 
ing, and leaves the land to him ; and if the 
fruits received, and the cXpences laid out, prove 
equal to one another, the prefent poffeflbr re- 
linqulfli«K> it to the former owners. Mofes j 
wouldjbave the fame jaw obtain as to tbofe 
l:^qp^,'i.,?)lfo which were fpjd in villages;, but he 
mad^a aifferent law for fuch .j»» were fold in a 
city; for if he that fold it tendered the purcha- 
fer his money again within a year, he w^s for- 
ced to reftore it; l^t in cafe a whole year heatl 
intervej]gd>d^^e purchafer wa« to! enjoy what 
bought., Thia was tfie conftitustion of 
laws which IMofes learned of ©odj" when 
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the camp lay under mount Sinai; and this he 
delivered in writing to the Hebrews. 

4. Now when tliis fettlen'icnt of laws feem- 
ed to be well over, Mofes thought fit at length 

I to take a review of die linll, as thinking it pro- 
I per to fettle the affiurs of war. 80 he charged 
the heads of the tribes, excepting the tribe of 
].c\!, to take an exiuft account of the number 
ov thofe that were able to go to war j for as to 
the Levites, they were holy, and free from all 
fuel) burdens. Now when the people had been 
numbered, there wore found fix hundred 
thoufand that were able to go to war* from 
twenty to fifty years of age, belides tlircc thou- 
faud fix Inmdrcd and fifty. Inllcad of Levi,. 
Mofes took Manalfeh, the fon of Jofcpli, a- 
mong the heads of tribes; and Ephraim inflead 
of jofeph. It was indeed the defire of Jacob 
himfdf to Jofeph, that he would give him his 
fons to be his own by adoption, as 1 have be-- 
fore related. 

5. Whi;n they fet up the tabernacle, they 
received it into the midft of their camp, tlirce 
of tlie tribes pitching their tents on each nd( 
of it, and roads were cut through the inidfl of 
thefe tents. Tt was like a well-appointed mar-- 
ket; and every thing was there ready for falc 
in due order ; and all forts of artificers were in 
the fhops ; and it refemblcd- nothing lb much, 
as a city that fomcdm'es was moveable, and’ 
fometimes fixed. Tlic priefts had the firft 
places about the tabernacle ; then the Levites,. 
who, becaufe their whole multitude was rec¬ 
koned frona thirty days old, were twenty-three 
thoufand eight hundred and eighty males. 
And during the rime that the cloud flood over 
the .tabernacle, they thought proper to flay in 
the me plaoe, as fuppofing that God there 
inhabited afiiong them ; but when that remov¬ 
ed^ they journeyed alfo. 

Moreover Mofes •was the inventor of 
the fdrin of their trumpet, which was made of 
filver. Its defeription is this : In length it was 
little Icfe tkan a cubit. It was cornpofed of a 
barrow tube, fomewliat thicker tlum .a flute, 
but-with lb much breadth as was fufficieirt for 
’ adjuLfTioa 
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;-ulmin)on of the breath of a man’s mouth ; k 
r.iidca in tlu^ foim of a bdl, like common 
iiumpets. Its j'oimd v/as called in the Hc- 
Etrew tongue Two f)l thele being 

Ttiade, cjue oi them evas fouiuled wheiv they 
required the multitude to come together to 
congrceafions. When the llrft of lliein trace 
a I'lgnal, the heads of the tribes were to af- 
femble, and coiiiult about the afi'airs to them 
j>rojH:r!v belonging ; but when they gave the 
hgn.t! by both of them, they called the multi¬ 
tude tggxther. Whenever the tabernacle was 
removed, it was done in this folemn order : At 
the iird alarm of the trumpet, thofe whole tents 
were on th.c call (piartcr prepared to remove; 
when the fecond hgnal was given, thofe that 
were Oil the fou'di (juarter did the like; in tlie 
next place, the tahcrnaclc was taken to pieces, 
and was carried in the midlt of fix tribes that 
went before, and of lix that followed, all the 
Levites aflilVmg about the tabernacle ; when 
rile third fignal was given, that part wliich had 
their tents towards the well put thcmfelves into 
mn'ion ; and at the fourth lignal, thofe on the I 
north did fo likewife. They alfo made ufe of | 
tiief: trumpets in their facred miniflrations, | 
avium they were bringing their lacrillccs to the ! 
altar, as well on the la!)batlis as on tlic reft of 
a lie I feTi Vai j days. Anti now it was that Mo¬ 
les oilered that I'acriliec which was called the 
J\/,Tov,'r in the Avildcrnefs, as the lirll he had 
offered aSier the departure out of Egypt. 


(,:hap. xiiL 

Ilo'TV AJrf's 7-iii:uveJ fioin Monut afui 

cw/ff/ze/e./ fbe People to the Borde?'! (.J'tbe 
Ciuia.iirle r. 

§ 1. /\ LriTi.E while afterwards he rofe 
X A, 'ip, went from mount Sinai ; 
and having palfed tlirough fcvcral manlions,. of 
v.'hicii wo will fpc ak anon, he came to a place 
calle.l ILi'Zcrotb^ where the multitude began 
again to he mmtnous, and to blanur Mofes for 
misbArtunts tliey had fuffered in their.tra- 
UK! thal when he had perfuuded them 
;o<>rl 1, nd, tliey at onec had loft that 
. d' that happy Hate he had 


promifed them, tliey were flill wandering ii 
their prefent miferablc condition, being alreaib, 
in want of vt'atcr ; and if the manna-T.souk 
happen to tail, they mull then utterly p,t"iih 
Yet while they generally fp'ak\:\.nyjtsy and foix 
things agaiull the man, tiierc was one - a''them 
wlu) exhorted them not to be unmindful <>■ 
Aloics, and of what great pains lie liad iiec! 
at about their common lafety ; and iKV to dc- 
ipair of afliliance from God. The muitiiud 
thereupon became ftill mure unruly, a>ui nur 
inulinous againft Mofes tdir.Ti.G ■}. l-Jer,. 
ujion Mofes, although he were lo bafely abnie. 
by them, encouraged them in their dcfpairin 
condition, and promifed that hi: would procnr 
them a great quantity of lleih meal, and tha 
not for a lew days only, hut for manv days. 
This they were not willing to believe ; and 
when one of them alked, Whence he could 
obtain fuch vaft plenty of wliat he promifed ? 
he replied, Neither God, nor I, althougli we 
liear fuch opprobrious words from you, will 
leave oft' our labours for you ; and tliis ftiall 
foon appear alfo. As foon as ever he had laid 
this, the whole camp was filled with quails, 
and they ftood round about them, and gather¬ 
ed them in great numbers. However it was 
not long ere God puniftied the Hebrews for 
their inlolencc, and thofe reproaches they had 
ufed tow'ards him ; for no fninll number of 
them died. And ftill to this day the place re¬ 
tains the memory of this deftrudlion, and is 
named Kihruib battaiwah, which is, the graves 
l:f lliJL 


C H A P. XIV. 

How Mofes feiit fame Perfons to fcarch out the 
Laud of the Canaatntes^ .and the Largenefs 
of their Cities ; a?id farther^ that wben thofe 
who were Jetit W 're returned^ ajter -jorty 
Days^ and reported that thev fbould not be a 
Match for toem, and extolled the Strength 
of the Canaanites^ the Multitude were dif~ 
turbed^ and fell ijito Ifefppir ; and were 
rtfoived to fone Mofes ^ and to returi .. bpek 
-again into Egypt, and ferve the Egyptiaitr. 

§ I. WHEN 
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§ l.^T THF-N Mofes had led the Hebrews 
V V away from thence to a place called 
; /*c 7 r^P, whicli was near to the borders of the 
Wr danites, and a place difficalt to be continued 
in, be p:Y-'hiT-;J'vise inultitude together to a 
rongregation ; and llanding in the nridlt (d' 
'Ibcm, iu‘ faid, “Of the two things that (lod 
de'cr.nincd to bellow upon ns, liberty, and the 
pojlchion of an happy country, the one ol' 
■^.i'.ein VC are already partakers of, by the efitl j 
'" i’Cja-.l and the other you willtjuickly obtain ; | 
tor xye u'ov. nave our abode near the borders ol j 
the C tnaaniicvs, and nothing can hind.er tiieac- 
(inifition (d'it, w^hen we now at bill are fillen 
uj>on it: I lay, not only no king, nor city, 
bi.t neither the wlinic rtice ol mankind, if thev 
were all gathered together, could do it. Let 
i:s t’ncreirirc prepare ouriclves for the work, {i'r 
the (ianaanites will not religri up their huid tta 
us wirluHU fighting, but it. mull he wrelLcd 
from them liy great ftruggles in war. i.et us 
then fend fpies, wdio may take a view of the 
goodi'ci'i oi the land, and what llrength it is 
of. Ihit ;ibovc all things, let tis he of one 
mind ; and let us honour God, who above all 
is our helper and allillcr.” 

2. Witr.N Mofes had faid thus, the imilii- 
1 nde requited him with marks of rcfpckl : and 
chedh twelve fpies, C'f the moll eminent men, 
line out t;f eacli rril>e, who, palling over all the 
land of Canaan, from the borders of Egypt, 
ctmc to (lie city Hamath, and to mount Leba¬ 
non ; and having learned the nature of the 
bail, and of its inhabitants, they came home, 
biavino, 'pent iorty days in the whole work. 
Tii.'v .lit:,) brought with them of the I’ruils 
wiiich the land bare ; they alfo Ihtv/cd them 
tlie ctrcellcucy of thofc fruits, and gave an ac¬ 
count of the great quantity of the good things 
aflorded, which vacre motives to the 
mul^jtiule tcEgy to war. But then they ten i- 
licJ thcjn again' with the great dilTicuhy there 
was m obtaining it: that the rivers were (o 
large and deep that they could not be paffed 
over i-iwA that 'die hills were fo high that they 
coui'd not travel along' fot them ; that the cities 
'•ikero flroag with walls, and their firm fortifi¬ 


cation,- round them. Thev told them 

alio, liii! ti'.ey fivmri .a" >Cb,:on the poilciity 
' oi ilu: giants. tr'vdin-,'.) t;'..’re (pu s, who 
Tkui h.',j,ri ilu; hin.l oi'Cir.v.o, whrn they per-* 
Arc.', -,) ihaf a’.l tlicSe d.iii-’di. -.s wv'u' greater 
there than they bid in -’ ^^^th i'mee 'Iicy came 
our ai Egypt, tiiey ivcre ■0'V),MO._d :it them 
t [ici.ric! ves, and eu.dcav.'ured to .ndi ight the 
ni’i'imule «iHo. 

' t, So they hippo;! u. iVen \v:uu ibicv had 
he.lid, tliat it was iiirp.)j;iii,!,’ lo get ;!n^ ('(di'ef- 
lio‘i oi the couiilry. ..dm! '.visen ifo ''..y. I'cr^a- 
ti',’1’ -rv'i.s dihoi'.'C'J., th' "/, their vvi'.’o ,,, ..ml rhil- 
drci), continued their b.ineivatioii, as if t lod 
would not indeed alhlL tlicin, hui only pro- 
miled them iam. Tiiey alio -igpin 1 * 1 ,umd 
I Mole;;, and m;id(- a ''bniiour a'ui’i.h I.i: g ami 
j his lirolhcr Aaron, the if:' h prie.r. .Aecoui- 
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' hinder men of true cou.rage iVor.i ;:iueirij'aing 
tlrem, efpeciaily while Ctod vovud tsb'e care oi 
! them bciore-hand, and be afhii'ii'.l !o tiicm, 
Lotus then go, faiJ they, o.caii.f eiunfe,, 
and Jravc no fiii'pleion of ill i'ucc.is, tmdinjt i;. 

I Crod to condudi us, rmd-&ilowdnp; thnic rli.at 
i are to he our leaders. 'I'hus did tlicje-two cv 
Iiort them, and eiiclcavour to paeifv the rapp 
they were in, iKy Moles and .Aaron E’d u>'. 
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live ri\'.iiirxl, aial heu;i!.!>;al: (Joel ; I'tot for tlieir j 
own (Iciivonuu0, luif lit,it he wo.oh! put a (lop 
lotl'.c ['v'upl'j were uiiwirhy ihaoit;-, anti 
would lifin'''' ihelr inimli to n, uuiet Icinpcr, 
■tv'iidi wen; now ililordcred i y iiieir preient 
T'.o'hon. 'hive cloud alio tihi now ni>pear, aval 
Hood over t!ic t.ihcruacli;, .uid (lccl;ux:d to ihciu 
tde ’'ve'.e'Kc (/i Cha! to be tiicrc. 

C ]( A if XV. 

il.Kci ■.( TfV.r iu!^icjfvdat this ; and jlrctoh!^ 
tlu:! A’e./'TC-.M aad that lln )' fhiaiJd co/i- 

it'r.’lis m !/.u’ /'■' iidt I'iU'ji Jd.’’ 'Ui'l)’ I Ctl/'S, UVii 

/!• ! ■a 'but 'r/w.-j rdhfr tclani utlo E~ 

Oiy;.’, i.r hiL<: Pi'/hJ/d/, i>j' Caausan. 

b ..]h yfOSh ) catnc Viow boldly to the inul- 
i. *■' A 'oti'dc, ar.d inlioriacil tiuuu, that Clod 
svw uioved v.t their abide cd' ifun, and would 
indiei ]>ui;’uhii\t:ii iipoo clu'iu, ncit indeed Inch 
as ihcv liJerv'/d fo; liicii i'uv"., hi!t fuch as pa- 
veu* - infici; 'ui tlieir (hilurcn, in order to ib.clr 
( one; !,(;:! : I t r, ir. iisid, tlie.t wlicn he was in 
ie.e talie: ice ie, and w.is hewe.iiiup W'ilii tears 
that dt (triidiou wd'uch was eoirdng upon them, 
Clod put idin iti mind, what th.inps ho had done 
lor diem, and what heudits they had received 
from hiiii, and yet i.ow iinyratefid tiicy liad 
lus :i to liien ; that jufi now they had been iu- 
de. ed hv t'v'‘ tiumroulieJ ^ ii c hpies to think 
a.i,. ihcir woidr. were tia. lU i:i n.s own pro- 
iiiio: (') tienn ; and ! hat Oil 1 ounf, tiiouyh 

ijc vroidd no; imbed duhow thenr all, nor ut- 
(C!‘is entermi:'ue timiv u;'; 'U, wlneh he liad 
iior Wired uu're than any otlier furt or mankind, 
yet he woul.l not permit, t’icm lo take pofkllioii 
of tlv" ia.ni,; oi Ckinaa!), nor onpiy its happinels, 
i)Ut would make fluan wander in the wilder- 
ucl’s, ami live wiihomt a hmsi Itahitathon, and 
witiumt a ci'-y, for I'orty years together, a;a a 
puniiiuneni for this tl'u'ir tranlyreilion ; hut th;!t 
he hatli pronviicu to pis e that land to our chih 
uren, and that he wmdi! make them the poffef- 
fora, of thofe y;ood tl.iu,,;.; whicii liy your iingo- 
verned. paihmy you b r, e deprived yourfelvcs of. 

2 . V/ni'N Moils ha ,1 difcourfedlhustothera, 
accvudin;’ to the dlrcdlioa of God, the multi¬ 


tude rricvctl, and were in afflidfion ; and in- 
treated Moles to procure their reconciliation to 
God, and to pcrniit them no longer lo 
in the wiidernels, but to bellow cities jknr 
them. But he replied, tAftP Cind --^fouki :u,t 
.-uhriit of any fuch trial; for that God was not, 
moved to tills dclermiuation from anv h.uman 
levity, o!' anger, hut that he liad indliJmilly 
condemned them to that ponilhrucnt. Now 
we arc not to diflaclicve, tJia.t MoTes, who w. - 
lint .1 fingle perfon, pacihedl'o numy ten ‘■libu- 
f.mds wlien they w^cre in anjiji,':’, aed-i'>'iu\-er;-, d 
them to a milducfs of temper; for Clod was w'di 
him, and ]srcpared the way to his perfualuins 
of the multitude; and as tliey had often i»ecn 
dirohedieiit, they were noev fen.fihle tied hah 
difobedicnce rvas difadvantageons to them, a.nd 
thatth.ey had hill thereby lldleu intc' c;;'tm.oc;;. 

3 . But this man was admirable J r hi > ;r- 
tiic, and powerful in making men g’-o- weillt 
to what he delivered, not only durb'.g the time 
of Ids natural life, hut even tl.cre f. hill im one 

of the Ffebrew;;, who ciocs not a^l w.n now., 

. ^ * - 

as if Alofes were preient, and readv ■.> ]u:nill> 
him, if lie mculd do any tldng that ii Imleeeu! ; 
nay, tltcrc is no one l)ut is ohediciit ti.i win 
lavrs ho ordained, ahh.ough they inigiu he con¬ 
cealed in tlielr tranlgrelhr'Us. 'I here me .li.lo 
many otlicr demonftrations that,Ids pnrv;_'r \v;,s 
niore th.an hunraii ; h’or Hill iome tlu-re hr 
f'cen, win) Inive come from the ]iarl;; he) mid 
Euphnd.-'s, a j.Hiruey of four month..s, through 
many dangers, and at groat expences, in Jm- 
nonc ol‘our temple ; and yct,whe!i they had 
ollcrcd their (-hialions, could n</t partake of their 
own lacriliccs, bccaulc Tvioles had forbidden it, 
Ity fomewhat in the kiW' that did not ’/crmit 
them, or iomewduit that had hcrallcik tkicm, 
which our ancient culloms made inconhltenJ, 
rlmrcwith : .Some of tlicG did ir^ lacrij.* 

.avid olh.crs left tlicir fifr.rihce.s id an impip/fedt 
condition ; nay, many were not able even at 
liril fo much as to enter into tlie teinp/le, hut 
went their ways in this ilate, as prelerrlng a 
fnlimilaoii to the laws of Mofes, hefom -t' " ful- 

* "Cl, 

filling of their own inclinations, even vvucp 
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they iiad no fear uyion them that any body 
' could conviel. them, l)ut only out of a reverence 
lo tbaiy own coniciente. 'I'hus this Icgination, 
[ i?i7}/'''h a}>pcarcd to he divine, made this man 

ro he <V;! due iupei ior to his own lui- 

'Uan nature. Nay farther, a little hcforc the 
Teyinniny <A this war, when C’.laiidius was em- 
pciajrofihc Romans, ami Il'maclwas our hiyh 
piu d, and e'/lien Id great a famine was come 
Mini)! us, that one tenth deal [of wheat] was 
‘oin’Nr lour draehm e, and when no iefs th.an 
'evenly <, oi ii,,Mr was brought into titc tcin- 
i.'le, at tlielcafiol unleavened bread (thefe cori 
.'ue ililrty-one Siediau, but forty-one Atlienian 


lOI 

medimni) not one of the pricRs was fo hardy 
as to cat one crumb of it, evoi while h) great a 
dillrcls was on the land ; and this out of a dread 
of the law, and oi' that rvivtli which Clod re¬ 
tains againllaCls of wickt duds, even when no 
one can accnie tf;c aClors. Wltence we arc 
not to wonder ;it what was then done, wliile 
to this very day the writings left by Mules have 
fo great a force, that even thole that h»te*iis 
do confels, that he wlio ella.hllihcd this fettie- 
ment was God, and that it was by the means 
of Moles, and of liis vlituc : But as to thefe 
matters, let every one take them as he thinks 
lit. 


'riii., ;;icat famine, in tlic il.iv> of Clauitius, is again mentioned in Antiq. 15. XX. cli. ii. () (i. and Acts xi. ;.S. 
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CoHlaining the Interval of Thirty-eight Tears. 

i li'l Oi: ! tllC Kejc •dlion ol tliat Generation t.o the Death of Mofes. I 
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1 !u‘ ]y/i/ r-f thr ITcureu's iviih the Ca/raanhes^ 
■'.Ail),id thi' donfud of ivhfcs.^ atiJ tbar Dc- 
f\d\ 


'■) T' O \V this lite of the Hebrews in the 

I wihlerncis was fodifagrceahle and 

A ^ trouhlclornc to tliem, and they 
■ 7 yyrii- i^>.pncafy at it, that altlunigh God had 
lorhiddeu them*do meddle vvitli the Can ianites, 
^ ) et col^d they iirtt he perluaded to he ohcdieiit 
to the words of Mofes, and to he <piicr; hut 
Inppoling they lliould be able to ]>oat their ene¬ 
mies, qYi^i-v'ithcAit his approbation, they ac- 
Ij^'cuicd itim, and fufpeded that ho made it his 
' 'Ki^tefs to keep tlicm in a dillreOed condition, 


that they might always fl.iud in need of Ins at- 
iillancc. Accordingly thc)- refolvcd to hglu 
with thc Ganaanites, and faid, that Gml gyivc 
them his alhdancc, n(>r otit of regard to Mofes’ 
iutercellions, hut hccanfe he totdc care of their 
entire nation, on account of their fore-fathers, 
whofe affairs lie took nuder Ids own cunijucl; 
as alfo, that it was onarccmit of their own vir¬ 
tue that he had formerly procured th.cm theii 
liberty, and would la: aflifling to them no’.v 
they were willing to take pains for it. d']ie\- 
alfo fiid, tliat tiicy were of theinfelvcs oi ahilitie.s 
fuilicieiit f(>r thc comjuth ot tiieir enemies, a'- 
tliough Mofes fhoiild have a mind to afienat^. 
God from them : 'Hut however it was for the. 
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advantage to be their own, inaflers, and not fo 
tar to rejoice in tlicir deliverance i'rom the in¬ 
dignities they endured under t!ic J’ gyptians, as 
to bear the tyranny of Moles over them, and 
tofufTer tliemlclvcs fo be deluded, and live ac¬ 
cording to his p'caliire, asthougb Clod did on¬ 
ly [('vctel cvhat concerns us out of his Idndnefs ; 
to him, a.s if thvjy were not all the pollerity c>f 
A lira) I am, tli.it (.lod imuic him alone the author 
oi ail the Luf.vv’leelge’ we have, and we mull ftill 
learn it from him ; That it would be a jiieccof 
prudence to oppoie his an()p;ant pretences, and 
to pul their conlidcncc in Clod, and to refolvc 
to take pofiellion of that land which he had pro- 
miled tiicra, and not to give ear to him, who, 
tin this account, and under the pretence’ of di- 
'/me authority, forbad t'lem fo to do. Clonii- 
deriivg therefore the dillrclled Hate they were in 
ai prdent, and that in thofe defart places they 
were ftill to c-cpedl things would hc'vvorfc with 
them, they refolvcd to light with the Cianaanites, 
as lubmitting only to Clod, their lupreme com¬ 
mander, Mid not waiting for any alTillancc from 
their legiliator. 

2 . WnJiX therefore tliey liad come to tliis 
reiolution, as being hell for them, tlicy went 
ag.uuft their enemies; but thofe enemies were 
not dinuayed either at the att;nk itlell’, or at the 
■.’Oe n multitude that made it, and received them 

e. '; 1; great cottrage. Many of the Hebrews 
I'. i.To Ih'.in ; ami the reniaiuder of the army, up- 
C'o the dil'irder of their troops, were purfiicd, 
and i!ed, after a Ihamcfui inauner, to their camp. 
'iViiereujiou lliis iincxpeilcd inislortune made 
ti'.cni quite deljioud ; and tliey hoped ror nothing 
tint was gc) 0 (i, as gathering from it, that this 
aiijiclioti cauic from the w’rath of Clod, becanlc 
th., y rathly went out to war without his appro¬ 
bation. 

p IJui’ wlic'i! Mofes faw hmv deeply they 
■were, allcClcd tvith this defeat, and being afraid 

f, !l the enc'mies Ihouid grow infolcat upon this 
vlfLo'-y, and Ihould be dcfn'ous of gaining ftill 
greater glory, and ftiould attack them, refolvcd 
that it was iiroper to withdraav the army into 
the w'ildernefs to a farther dillance from the 
Ckinaaiiilcs : So the multittide gave thcmfclVes 
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up again to his condudl; for they were renfible, 
that without his care for tliem, their affairs could 
not lie in a good condition ; and he eatifi'f- the 
boll to remove, and he w'ent fan her int^'Ci’fic 
wlldernefs, as intending thcre’Ta^h'-»-'i1u in rell, 
and not to permit them to fight t';^ Cl-ni.i.nittcs 
before Clod Ihould afford tlicm a mme > '• oiir.i- 
hlc opjiortnnity. 


CHAP. II. 

‘/A’ Sechfjt'iJ of Coi'iih, and nf tL- 

A'lofi\s\ and aga'mjl hh Id ml nr, le/- 
c truing I he Vricjlhuod. 

§ 1. '"T’^HA’P which is ufually the cafe ef 
great annies, mid cipeci.dly upon if 
fuccefs, to he hard fo tie plealed, and c;ov; ru¬ 
ed w’ith clifficidty, did now hefal the |ev.s; ;> t 
they being in number lix Inmurei! ihouianti, 
and by rcalon of tlufr great multitude, lua 
readily fubjeCl to their governors, even in tirof- 
perity, they at this time were moic than u- 
fually ;ingry, bolii againll one another, and 
againft their leader, bccaufc oftlic diltrels tliey 
were in, and the calamities they then cmltircd. 
Such a fedition overtook tiiein, as we liav’^ 
not the like example either among the Cdreei ; 
or the Barbarians, by wdiieli they Avere in 
danger of being all deftroyed, Imt were not- 
withllanding laved by Moles, wlu) ivould not 
remember that he had been almofl Honed to 
death by them. Nor did -Clod ncglefl to pre¬ 
vent their ruin, hut notwdlhftanding the indig¬ 
nities they had offered their Icgiilaior, and the 
laws, and [their difobedience to j the command¬ 
ments which he had lent them by rvlcles, he 
delivered them -from thofe terrible calamities, 
which, without his providential care, had been 
hroiiglit njion them by this le^ition^, e Av-L.'"’'hn 
lirft explain the cauic whence this ^fedition 
aroic', and then will give art account of tlie 
fedition itfelf; as alfo of what fcttlcments Mo¬ 
fes made for their government, after it was 
over. 

2 . Corah, an Hebrew of principal account, 




Cn.^p. IL A N T I QJT I T I E S 

both by his family and by his wealth, one that 
vas alio able to fpeak well, and one that could 
^;dil'- ,.erl!iadc the people by his fpceches, faw 
iVloJcs was in an exceeding great dignity, 
a;' 1 was aw'ii, and envied him on that 

ennot (he was of the fame tribe with Mofes, 
ind ol LTrr to him) was particularly grieved, 
beeaufe he thoueht he better deferved that hon- , 
oo.rable poll, on account of his great riches, and j 
■’O' ii'.fcrior to him in his birth. So he railed a 
againft him anK)ng the Levites, v.dio 
weic ol the lam., tribe, and efpecially among 
Ids kindred, laying, “ That it was a very fad 
thing tliat they ihould overlook Mofes, while he 
hunted after, and paved the wsay to glory for 
himfelf, and by ill arts Ihould obtain it, under 
the pretence of God’s command, while, con¬ 
trary to the laws, he liad giyen the prielthood 
to Aaron, ntjt by the common fuffrage of the 
multitude, but by his own vote, as bellowing 
dignities in a tyrannical way on whom he j)lea- 
fcd. lie added, that this concealed way of 
impofing on them was harder to be borne, th'a.n 
if it had been done by an open force upon 
them, becaufc he did now not only take aw’ay 
tlicir power without their confent, hut even 
wliilc they were unapprilcd of his contrlvati- 
ces againll them; for whofoever is conlcious 
to himfelf that he deferves any dignity, aims to 
to get it by perfuafton, and not by an arro¬ 
gant method of violence ; but thofe that believe 
it imjtolTiblc to obtain thofe honours juflly, 
they make a drew of goodnefs, aud do not in¬ 
troduce force, but by cunning tricks grow wick¬ 
edly powerful: That it was proper for the 
multitude to punlfli fuch men, even wdiile they 
think themfclvcs concealed in their deligns, 
and not fuffer them to gain 'llrength till they 
have them for their open enemies. For what 
is Mofes able to give, wdiy 
he has bellowed the prielthood on Aaron and 
his fons ? for if God had determined to be¬ 
llow that honour on one of the tribe of Levi, 

^ I am more worthy of it tlian he is, I myfelf 
being to Mofes by my family, and fupe- 
to him both in riches and in age ; but 
"“if God had determined to bellow it on the el- 
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dtlcis.i'fc to I hole of bis own. inhc ; and when 
thele words did gradually ii'rg\ 1 lo nuire nf 
tlic ]>eoiMi>, and wlien tin- I’.'.’arc’'-Jli;! a:!;!fd to 
w!ut t(^ndcd ro the Icandals tlirl v call 
upon Aaron, the w l'olc army was full r f tlicm. 
Now ol thole that conipired \v>fb f/iia!’, (here 
were two hundred and iiftv, and ihof: oi’ tlic 
princi]>al men alfo, who were eager lc> have 
the pricllhood taken away from Mohs’ bro¬ 
ther, and to ijring him into dirgram; bb;y, 
the multitude theinlelves were provoked to be 
leditioiis, and attempted to Hone Mofes ; and 
gathered themfelves together after an indecent 
manner, with confulitni and iiiford:;r. And 
now they all were, in a tumultuous manner, 
railing a clamour before tltc tabernacle of’God, 
to })roiccute the tyrant, and to relieve the mul- 
titiide from their llavery uncicr him, wlio, un¬ 
der colour of the divine comnuinds, laid vio¬ 
lent injunflions upon them; for that lud it 
been God avho chofe one that was to j ertorm 
tlie office of a priell, I c would have railed a 
worthy perfon to that dignit)', and vonld jiot 
have produced lilclt an one as, was inferior tn 
many otlrcrs, nor Irue given bum that o/iicc ; 
and that in cafe he b.ad judged it fit to bellov/ 
it on Aaron, he v/ould luawi jki tobted it rn tiic 
multitude to l/cllrnv if, arid not nave iJi it to 
be bcllov/cd by ills own brotlier. 

4. Now although Moles had a great while 
ago forefeen this calumny of Cemii, atid had 
fceii that the people wmiv inifaied, ya wj.s be 
not affrighted at it ; but being ol p.ooal i.iuirage, 
becaufe lie lu'ud given them right advsa about 
tlicir affairs, and knowing tiiat his brotocr had 

2 C be cm 
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been rcnde pariak'.T of the priefllicotl ar the 
con)m:;i''! ih (h:/cl, and Viot by hi; own favour 
to nini, b.c r.inie to the abcmltly; anJ, as fu' 

, lie faid not a wo: ! !o tliom, 
but (p ubc a;: lond to Corah a', lie i ouhi ; and 
beinv';'ver'y {hiibd in rnahiny liiccriit!;, and hav¬ 
ing this n.anral falcnl ainony; ((titers, that lie 
' oukl PKMliy niowt tiic nuiirnudc with his dii- 
'Oiirfc;, belaid, O C((rah, boih thou, atul all 
’dele wall thee (pointing- to the two Imridrecl 
and lifi-)’ men) ili'in to be rverthy ol this hon¬ 
our ; Ror do 1 ps'ctond but that tins whole com¬ 
pany may ic-' wnn'tliy of the like dignity, ai- 
ihongh tiny may nt't lie fo rich, nor lo great 
as )u!'. are ; Nor have 1 taken and ;givcu this 
olhcc to niy bralher, becanle lie excelled others 
in riches, lor liiou exceeddl ' ns lioth in the 
pycatnefs oi thy weedth : nor iiidced hceaide lie 
Vvas of an eminent family; i’or (4od, by p^iving 
us the fin e eominmi anceitor, Icis made our 
funi’ucs e pial : nro . tior was it out ol brothcr- 
Iv affection, which a.ncther mipfii! vet hao'C juR- 
Jv (tone ; tor certandy, undeis i bad hcliovved 
tins I'lommir i nl 01 ' reLyud to God,, and to ins 
laws, 1 had not ixiH.d !;y myRdr, and given it 
to another, as bi,dng ne of Inn to myfcll 
than Co m.y bunb.c;, anfi icsxmg eloki intimacy 
wRi’, tvn/eml t!-nm I '.r.\c '>,v>:h liicn ; ior lurcly 
■' vom'.d n-nt tie a w'h; tbmg Inr me to eyttole 
niyi-.b to ti'e n mycry or oflending, and to be- 
' Cb^: ; ;i]); y emplo'/mc’it on this account 
:,nm. arot.’mr. Ihu 1 am above Inch ball- 
■■nk'-ixs- j'w r v.o'.dd t lod have overlooked 
■‘n", matter, mnl lecn i'imleli thus defjnh.d. ryor 
lUd’M be i'.avc fnlllued yon to lie ignorant of 
••.vii.-.t •yt.n Vv'cic to do, in order to plcalc idm ; 

' ',;t .be tu.Di bimiclf cliolcn ime that is to nei- 
b.wm that fmM.'d oliicc t(' liiin, and tlierei'y 1 
i-eed us from tiiat care, bo that it -was not a 
thinp that .1 pretend to give, but ordv accord- 
mg to tlic oetur'.ninnti'm of Gcxl : 1 tlnxelorc 
■ o Hdi’ it Rill to be contended for by Inch, as 

i »’ 

ibe:;:’. tc. put m lor it, only (.Icliring, tliat lie 
.',i;o has been idready prcleTrcd, arid has al¬ 


ready obtained it, may be allowed now alfo t 
offer himfelf for a car.didate. He prefers you 
peace, and your living without fedition, Rii 
bonourablc employment, although in truj.p<'i 
was with your approbation’thaiFt pb'fainctl >' 
for thoup!;li God were the donor, yet do ■('. c rc 
offend when we think lit to acceptbi; n, v.iii 
yc'ur good will; yet would it have been an in 
itaiicc of impiety not to have taicen lliat luai- 
ourahle cmjdc'ymcnt when he oifered it ; nav 
it hail been exceeding unreafonald.e, wli'p’ viod 
had lliought lit any one llionlj have if lor , 11 
tinu; to come, and had made it teeurc and lirni 
to him, to liavc rclulcd it. llocvever, he him- 
ielf will pidge again who it Rial! be whom be 
would b;i\e to ciffer iacriliccs to him, and lo 
have tlie diredion of matters ol religimi ; fuj 
it is abJurd tliat Corah, who is ambiili us of 
this iionour, lliould ihpccive (Rod ol the jucvvcv 
of p;iving it to whom he plcaRs. i’ut ;m (m.d 
iherelorc to your lediticm ai'id diRinbanie (m 
this account ; and to-morrow morning do cvew 
oiu: of y'OLi tliat (.ielnc the pricRlmod bring a 
cerder Inm'. home, and come hither witu in- 
cenie and Rrc: And do thou, O (mra];, leave 
the jiubgrncnt to God, and await to fee on whiicb 
bde he will eivc his determination upon tiiis 
occabon, but do not thou, make thiyielf greater 
than God. l)o thou silo come, that this con- 
icR about this honour.ihle empluynient may re- 
j reive determination. And I l'u]'>polt we may 
I admit Aaron without c->flencc, to ofi'er himfeif 
to tlfis fcrntiijyg Rnce he is of the lame lineage 
'a ith tiiylcll, and has done nothing in Ins prieR- 
lutod that can bn liable to exception. Come 
ve therefore togctlier, and offer your incenfc 
in public before adl tlic jK'o.jde ; and wh.cn yon 
: ( Re'- it, he wlmic laciiiice C4od findl aecefit 
11.af* b'c orda.ined to the p.iidihood, and.-Rj-all be 
I lies” ol lire prcli n'.: eahimr.y i}!! Aar.'og^ys ■)! I 
had granted, him thfl favour Occaule he was 

my brodicrd’ 
i 

• C H A h. 


* r<c'uii,] b< rc tr.'arr ’■'.■■vi'-c, that a-’l'l'miyb oiir B"'"!! s-I t’a a.nl Wrl'.uncvja.it'.’:., ati wi'll 
(,! m>u..ac 'i ',■(! ■ Var.'').' ;I.aa Llisli 1 fsl! of it 
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■ fhoft' that JVirre.l up this S, edition -were dc- 
-'a-diug to the Will of God; and 
Brother, both he and his 
n'J.'l the Prieftbood. 

t- '.N Mcilr-s h:iJ laid this, thcinul- 

V V tKude k'ft oir tlic turbulent beha¬ 
viour dveyliad iod dyed, and the fufpiciou they | 
had ot Mole'S, and coujiuended what he had 
1 -'.’.Ij lor thol ■ propol.ds were good, and were ho 
ellcca.'^'d ol ihcpeoi'if;. A; that time therefore 
tlvy (liilolvcd the afh’uh.iy. Put ou tlie next j 
d ly tile}- came to the congregation, in order to 
l>e pretciit at the I,. ami at the delcrrni- 

o.aj’on tihal was to he mule between the candi- 
d ue". lor ttic priedlu'od. Now this congrega- 

h.un proved a turbulent one, and the multitude 
'vi’cre ir> great In^juf.ce in CKpcelation of what 
was to I'c done ; for !;ane of them would Itavc 1 
Dcen j)!‘-aied d Moles had been couvihicd ofi 
ev’l pratii’'( ', htit the wifer fort delired that j 
dioy nught he dchven'd Itoin the preieut dilor- | 
dwi" aiid ddlurhancc ; for iltey were afraid, tliat | 
i! t ■!!:, (c'dition rvciit on, the ggiod order oftheir 
ietdement woidt! rsither In: d-.'Iroyed ; ljut tJie 
\v:u)!e body o! ]>C!. ;'!e do isiturallv delirht in 
('l;!nu)urs agatnii O’car g>,ven)ms, and by chan¬ 
ging their opinioru upon th.e h.aratpgu.o ()f every 
jpcikcr, (lifiurb tho pidolic trampiility. And ; 
now Mole.’ lent mellengers for /\hiram and Da- 
than, and ordered tliem to eomc to tlie aireitiblv, 
and wait ttierc for the lioly offices that were to 
lie performed. But they anfwered the mef- 
Icnger, tiiat they woidd not obey his fummons ; 
nay, would not ovei-Iook Mofes’ bcliaviour, who 
was growing too great for them try evil juadi- 
( es. Now when iVlpfcs heard of this their an- 
fwer, he defircd the heads of the people to fol¬ 
low him, and he went to the fadlon ofDathuin, 
co! t;rkiki<-g ’♦ frightful thing at all to aw to 
tilde ; doient people : lo they made no oprs'il- 
tion, hut rv’cnt ;dOng with him. BtU r)alh:>n ■ 
and Ills alToci.ite.s, when they undcrilond that I 
Mole:-;, and the principal of the povole, v.-.rel 
coming to them, they c-amc out with their v, is cs j 
Jf.>d children, and frood Itefore their tcitt:,, and j 
moked v'-o lee wl\at Molls rvoukl do. Tiiey i 
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had alfo their fervants about them to dcfcml 
themfelvcs, in cafe Moles Ihouid uf; linvc agaiiiil 
them. 

2. But he came near, and lifted up his- 
haitds to licavcn, and cric-l out w nli a loud 
voice, in order to he heard l>v the whole uuii--- 
titude ; arid faid, “ O Lord c.i' the creatures 
titat arc in the heaven, in tlie earth, and in the 
lea ; for thou art the moll, tnuiientic vvitnei;; to 
what 1 have done, that it h;is all been done by. 
thy ap.jm'ntmcnf, and that it w-as thou that af- 
ioidedii us idfifiance when wc atteurpted any 
thing, anti Ihewedft mercy on the ilchrews in 
;di their dilirelles; do thou come now, and 
hear all tluit 1 lay; lor no a.ilicm, nor thought, 
elcapc.s thy knowledge ; I'o that thou rvilt not 
dildain to fpcak what is true, for my vindica¬ 
tion, without any regard to the imgratc^'iil im- 
piOations of tlicle men. As hu what was dime 
helore 1 was born, thou knowcH fell, as not 
le.frning llieiu by report, but leeing ihem, and, 
being prelcnt rviih them when, tin y were done ; 
hu; tor what haa; been done of late, .md winch 
thele men, although they know tlum well 
enure;!), unuifily p’-etctul Ur halpccl, h- thou 
my wi'orelis. When ' lix'.il a j'uv.'.'-a gn'ief litf, 

1 left thole good tilings, ■'vliicli l;v my own di- 
ligen-ee, and h,y thy couuiel, i e,f)oyiol witii 
Rayyie! my liilhtr-in-h'.v, and 1 gar e m.) i'clf rp 
to this pet'plc, and umlci'went many rnifeiits 
on their account. 1 :dlo lu)!--.' great labours, at 
liril in order to obtain lif.eiis for 'hem, and 
norv in order to their pi', ferv ation ; and ha.ve 
always llicwn mvilU wae'y to, •dfill them in 
I every (fiftre's of theirs. .Now thcre'fore, hnee 
I i am lulgiekted,by thole veay men v.diof,; hti’ g 
I ii. (iwhig to rny lal.oii's, .onu. tliou, as it is 
j rcajonable to ivo])c thou r.iit ; tluau 1 lay, ’.\i: > 
j jjiewedlt me iliat fire ai momil fan li, a'u! 

I niadcil me *'o hear its voi< a, and to lee the li - 
i VC'-. 1 wondens v/I.ich liru pi ice ;.iiun:cii me; 

I tiion w!’,o conunaiidcdll me to i-w to J '".I't, an-.’ 

lieclare tiiy will to this ges-pic : 'l-'si rabo (fg-- 
I t:uhciill ti:e h.r pv cllaU-(d 11 c f dm; a ..rd 
I g-ave.’i!l ns ti,( og t iimii;'- oj 'e\;r- ,o/si' u■,rl 

I oiU' lla', ei't' tmder tin.in, amii ■uwlei.i t''-'. I'mi i. 

nil u 
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nlon of Pharaoli inferior to my dominion : thou 
who didfi: make the fea dry land for us, when 
we knc'w not whither to go, and didft over¬ 
whelm the Egyptians with thofc deftru^live 
waves which had been divided for us : toouwho 
lidR bellow upon ns the feeuriiv cP weapons 
when we were naked : thou who didft make 
the fountains tliat v/ere corrupted to flow fo as 
to be lit for drinking, and didft furnilh us with 
water that came (Hit of the rocks, when we 
were in the gi'ealell want of it: thou wlio didft 
preferve our lives with [quails] which was food 
from the fea, when the fruits of the ground 
failed us : thou who didft fond us fuch food 
from heaven, as had never been feen before: 
thou who didft lliggell to us the knowledge of 
thy laws, and appoint us a form of govern¬ 
ment ; come tliou, I fay, O Lord of the rvhole 
world, and that as fuch a judge and a witnefs 
to me as cannot be bribed, and Ihcw how 1 
have never adntitted of any gift againll juftice 
from any of tlie Hebrenvs ; and have never 
coudemned a poor man, that ought to have 
been acquitted, on account of one that was rich ; 
and have never attempted to hurt this com- 
tnouweadth. 1 am now here prefent, and am 
'.hfpedled of a tiling the rcmoteil from my in¬ 
tentions, as if 1 had given the priefthood to 
Aaron, not at thy command, but out of my 
O'.vn favour to him : do thou at this time de- 
monftrate, tlial ail llilngs are admiuiftcred by 
tliy providcure, and that nothing happens by 
chance, Imt is governed by tiiy will, and there¬ 
by attains its eml ; as aii’o demouftrate, that 
thou takeft care of tirafe that have done good to 
the Hebrews: demonllratc this, I fay, by the 
punlllmient of Ahiram and Dathan, who con-, 
tlemn thee as an infcnlible being, and one over¬ 
come bv my confrivanccs. This wilt thou do, 
by infliding fuch an open punilhmeat on thefe 
men, rvlio fo madly fly in the face of thy glo¬ 
ry, as will take tliem out of the world, not in 
an ordinary manner, hut fo that it may appear 
ihey do not die after the manner of other men ; 
l it tliat ground on which they tread upon bpen 
about tliem, and confume them with their fa¬ 
milies and goods. I’his will be a demonftra- 
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tion of thy power to all men ; and this me¬ 
thod of their fufferings will be an inftrudion, 
of wildom for thofe that entertain ria-rat,; ten. * 
timents of thee. By this means f ‘hall he 'r, " g, 
a good fervant, in the prcccp;.. du n haft gi ven 
by me. But if the calumnies they i'avi' railed 
againll me be true, mayil thou pjeuirve thefi; 
men from every evil accident, and brin;;; all 
that deftrudion on me which I liavc impree.>~ 
red upon them. And when thou ])aft iniftded 
punilhinent on thofe that have eiuleavomed '•<> 
deal unjuftly with this people, beltow mpeu 
them concord and peace, have lifts muitisud;: 
that follow thy commandments, and pnft rve 
them free from harm, and let them not parte.kc 
of the piinilhment of thofe tha! liavc Imncd ; 
for thou knowell thyfelf, it is not juft, that for 
the wickcdncls of thofe men, the whole body 
of the Ifraelites Ihould iulfer piinilhment." 

3. When Moles had laid this, with tears in 
his eyes, the ground was moved on a hidden ; 
and the agitation that fet it in motion was like 
that which the wind produces in waves of the 
fea. The people were all ah.ightcd; and tlic 
ground that was about their : mts funk down, 
at the great noife, that terrible lound, and car¬ 
ried whatfoever was dear to the icdiliou.s into 
itlelf, who fo entirely perilhed, tliat there wa-. 
not the leall appearance that any men had ever 
been feen there; tlie earth that leid opened it- 
felf about them ciofing again, and becoming en¬ 
tire as it was before; infomuch, that Inch as 
faw it afterward did not perceive that any Inch 
accident had happened to it. I’hus did thch 
men perilh, and become a demonllration of the 
power of God. And truly, any one would la¬ 
ment them, not only on account ol tlii; cala¬ 
mity that liefcl them, which yet deferves our 
commiferation, hut alfo bccaui'e their kindred 
j were pleafed with their.fulferinj^f fgvvVhe^ for¬ 
got the relation they bare to them, and at the 
light of this lad accident approved of (he judgr 
ment given againll them ; ;md hccaufe they 
looked upon the people about Dathan as ])dh • 
lent men, they thought they perilhed as fuch, 
and did not grieve for them. , . 

4. 
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4. Amo u(AV Moicp called for lliofj that cnii- 
‘icndi tl about tlu; pricllhood, lhal trial niifthr be 
•jiuo! ' 'vlio ihould be pricH ; and that lie whole 
Clod waa boil plealed with, nilglit lie or- 
(i.diu d to that fandion. There attended two 
^ hund ed and i'lffy men, who indeed were ho- 
n'uiKb I’o’the people, not otdy 011 account of 
the jiower of their ancellors, hut all’o on account 
oi'lbeir own, in wliich they cxcelletl the othert: 
Aaion ,dlo and Corah came forlli, and they all 
cmTo''! incenie, in lluhe cenfers of tlicira wl)ich 
tb v Inru'-pit witii them, hclore the tahcrnacie. 
? h.ieU['on ib _m-eat a lire Ihonc on* aa no one ever 
i ;w iji any tliiny that is made hy llie hand ('X 
li'.oi, mi:, her in t])>ae eniption^ out of ibe earth 
i!m! are c.miLd b\'iubterraneous hurninjts, nor 
in ju.';b fnxs a.s arilc of their own tmeord in ti»c 
1 '-^. al:;, V. ben tlic apilatioii is cauled by the tre._h 
inbniiip one apainll anoilicr ; but this lire was 
Very lirii'Ji!, and liad a terrible flame, fucli as 
IS ki luiietl al the command of Clod; by wboie 
nruption on them, all^thc company, and Co¬ 
ral! himfelf, were (icllror-ed, a)ul this fo en¬ 
tirely, tliaf their very bodies left no remains bt- 
bind ilicm. Aaron alone was preferved, and 
noi at ail hurt by the lire, heeaule it vas Chid 
that fent tlie hre to burn tliofe only ivho onybt 
to he btir’ied. fferenpon Mole ;, alter tlicle 
laci'i sverc deilroyed, was ddirons tliat tfic me¬ 
mory of this lud'prieut mi;e;i!t he dchvci'ed duwn 
to ))ofleriry, and that future ages iniybf In- ac¬ 
quainted \vit]i it ; and fo he commanded bJea- 
y.ar, the Ton t)f Aaron, to put their ccniciuiiear 
the brazen altar, that tliey might be' a memo¬ 
rial to poflerity ofwbattliele men mfiered, icr 
fuppofing that the power of Clod nnght he elu¬ 
ded. And thus Aanon was now no longer ef- 
■ tveined to have the jiriellliood' hy the iavoe.r o' 
Moles,hut hy the public judg;ment of C hal : and 
thus he f'n._'4ii!drerv,^ieaceal>ly eipoyed that 
honour afterward. 
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* It .igrcars licrc, and from die Samaril.!!! rantatciicl', 1' and from Enfeiilm, :!. : Cm .d-go ■ . 
“■'t.S.d, ill . lll-tl, fi'oin the Pfalmili., as alfo from the Apoi- j, the Reubemms, but b^m:,; v. 1.^ “u- 
- mlKei! Cor.ltinuimis, from Cicm<mt’s fird; Ejiiftle to tbc || tribe. See hli-y on tbc Old 'i'e-tlamt.U, 
Ce'i iiithi.ms, iiom lenauaj’.i i‘,|)ilUc to the rvi igticfiaiit, 
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uat oppofiiig them, arid this left lie fticnild iin- ‘ 
bitter the multitude : he only defned the heads 
of tile tribes to bring their * rotls, witlt the 
names of their tribes inferibed uptm them, and 
that he Ihould receive the pviefthood in whofe 
rod Goil iltould give a iigii. I his >vas agreed 
to. So the reft Inouglit their rods, as did 
Aao'u alio, vdiO had vnitten the tribe ol Levi 
on ills rod. 'fhele rods Modes laid up in the 
tabernacle of God. On the next day ht' 
brought out the rods, whieli were knovvn from 
(ne anotlier by thole who brought tliem, they 
having diftirLlly notcil tlicm, as had tlic mul¬ 
titude alio ; and as to the reft, in the lame j 
form Moles had received them in that they j 
law t'(icm ftill, hut they all'o j'aw buds and j 
branches grown out of Aaron’s tod, with ripe 
traits upon tiicnr; liu-y were aimc;nds, the rod 
Irtivimr been cur out of that tree. The people I 
were io iMua/.ed at thus llrauge light, tliat 
though Moles ;uu! Aaron were before under 
fomc tUg'lee of hatred., they now laid that 
hatred alide, am! iiegan to admire the judg¬ 
ment or God eonecruing tiicm j fo that here- 
alter they ap]'I,uuled what God had decreed, 
and permitted Aaron to cnioy tlie pricflhood 
peacca!)!y. And liius G..,d orchiined him piieft 
thrcc levcral tintio'; and he rctaii'.ed that ho- 
oa ar wii'u.ut fait,her ej’i uilomec. And here- ' 
b', tiiio ^•.•'.^,rl^Jn oi ll;e hlchrcws, which had | 
bi.en eye.it ono, and had I.ulcti a grec.t vvifiie, ! 
■fV.-f' .'it fill coinpolcu. 

g. /\x.o now Moles, bee.';if: ilic iiihe of > 
Leci WiS madi: bw,- iron’ w.ir, aiid wa.iiikc ! 
C'.pe 'rUons, .and was ill apa;t for the thtine I 
worfiuj), loll ihi'v Inouhl wai 1, and Ice'-t after i 
l.he nccell-iric.i o! ifi , and io ncpLel tlm tern- 1 
pic, comm.indcd t.'ie I lelircw.';, accordiiig to 


fand cubits would extend from the walls of 
the city. And befidcs this, he appointed that , 
the people Ihould pay the tithe of their aumia 
fruits of the earth, both to the Levites, ami t 
the priclls. And this is what that tribe receives 
of the multitude ; but I think it nceeliary to 
I ffct down what is paid by all peculiarly fo tbe 
; priefts. 

j /). Accordin(5LY he commanded the T.c- 
vites to yield up to the priefts thirteen of tlieiy 
forty-eight cities, and to fet apart for./kciu 
tlie tcntii part of the tithe which tbey every 
yeai receive of the people ; as alio, that it was 
’ but juft to oiler to God the firft fruits of the 
entire product of the ground ; and that they 
Ihould offer tlie lirli born of thole four-footed 
bealio that are appointed for facrificcs, if it I’c 
a male, to the j)ricfls, to be flain, that tlicy, 
and their entire families, may eat tliem in the 
holy city ; but that the owners of thole hrrt 
born, which arc not ajtpointed for kuriliccs in 
the laws t>f our country, Ihould bring a Ihe- 
; kel and a half in their ftcad; but for the lirli 
i born of a man, live Ihckels ; that they flmuld 
alfo have the firft iriiits out of the fttcaiing oi' 
die fheep ; and that when any baked bread- 
corn, and made leaves of it, they Ihould give 
j fomewhat of what they had baked to them. 

1 hiorcover, when any have made a lacred vow, 

' 1 mean thofe that are called Nii^aritcs, that 
' fuller their hair to grow long, and ulc no 
j wine, when they f confecrate their hair, and 
I oifer it for facriiice, they are to allot th.n budr 
I lor the priefts [to be thrown into the fnc.j 
j .Such alfo as dedicate ihemfelvcs to Cod, as a 
I corban, which denotes wdiat the Grcefc call 
[ a g'v//, when they are defuous of being freed 
I front that miuiftn’Jion, are to lay down mo ;e\' 


iiic will of Gcid, t'at Vvl.en they llicaiiu gain j for tlie jiriells; thirty ihekcls if it be a woman, 
die pollcllioa of II;,’ laud of Can;ian, tiiey ! j and fifty if it be a n^ait : listen 

Ihonid aliign fmiy-:};::!! good and fiir cities | poor to pay the appiointed him' it fliull be kiw- 


to the Levife.: ; and permit tlieia to enjoy 'Giil for tlie priefts to determine that lurn a-; 
the'!.' luburb.g r,'. iar a.-' .Jie limit oi two thou- , tliey^ 

I 

* CoiV'cni:!!;’:i,;l'' .vcclii'ro'.!;; oj tlo m-'*ive u llv,;s ef | j Cr.vtius on N’jmb. vi. i 8 . talie.r I'.otii'c, tl '.'.t tt.a 
S'-e ,'■>1 tgciicT.tg .n'cc'cm., iniirli t in.;;! tli;.;; thet f . . iio, as well .iii iliv Jcw.'-i, tonictiaics 

i I ilia I’jil)!.. 1 t;, Jv,i' ^ prcdiit ac- ' the h.ur ut tlicir heads to tl-.c gods. , 

i'..uut in lorar iiii-loiC 'l g.. jj 
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they think fit. And if any flay bcalls at horric 
tor a priv.ite fcHival, but not for a religinjis 
'Tc obliged to bring the maw, and 
’nealVj and the right fltoiddcr 
ee, to tlie prieds. With theft 
iv>. ived that the prieds Ifiould he 

pi'..;:T inaiulaincd, bcfides what they had j 
«)Ut oi' iboic olFerings for bus, whieh the ])Co- | 
pic givi- them, as I have fet it down in the I 
haegoing book. He alfo ordered, that out of; 
evef) thing allottCil for the priefts, their fer-j 
wiiito, [their fons] their dc.ugbters, and their | 
v'.ivcs, Ihoul'l partake, as well as thcndclvcs, 
excepting wiiat c.nne to them out of the lacri- 
I'ces ih'U were oiiered b.r lins ; lor of thole, I 
but the males of the fimily of tire priclls 
jiilght e,!t ; a.nd this in the temple alio, and 
that tine fame day they were ollered. 

i;. WiiKN hloles had math; theie conRiui- 
rions, aiscr llic letlilitm was over, he removed, 
togeiher with the wltole army, and came to 
till' borders of Idumea,, lie then lent atnhal- 
ladors to tJ;e king of the Idumcans, and de~ 
hred liim to give them a palTitge t!u-oug,h ins 
conn;re-, and agreed to fend liim what holla- 
ges he ihnu’d delire, to fecurc him from any 
in’iirv. He ddired him alfo, tint he would 
ahow his anriy liberty to buy jirovilions ; and, 
it lie iniided upon it, lie would pay down 
a. price for the very water they fliould drink. 
Bui the king was not plcafed with this amhal- 
i'.igc f-om Moil'S ; nor did lie allow.a p:;llag;e 
i'or tlic army, hut brought his people armed to 
meet Moles, and to hinder them, in calc luey 
ihoulvi cndc.ivour to force their palligc. Upon 
vdiich Moli's ccnfulted Clod, by tlic orach', 
•who v’ould not have him begin the scar fo il ; 
'and lb he withdrew Ids force's, and tiavelled 
round about th.rough the wilderncls. 

G. thatfMiriam, the liUcr ol 

Alofcs, came tf^/licr end, having cnnpil.-icd 
[ her fortieth year fmcc Ihe left Egypt, on the 


I 


/ lof'p’riM !icrc rf-’y triid I'hraff', 7t'A'’/ /'.r / ve j 

';r,;r , , f',r k ivns bciftri ; dues gl [.ui.J, | 

-rv/’' 7 -' the i/'.'ii y' H ’n'iis romk'hei]^ /Vr}-, ii. I. j 

f \'f’lit'thri iM ri.ia' ;i, j'lltjihus’s (Jrert Ciir'i'- ) 

'hoj'ly, oil d.o' o; I'lc raoii'.h, mg Ik' ctuiia d, a.- | 


firli day of the lunar montli Xanthicus. Thev 
rheo, made a p.uhlic funeral lor her, a.t a great 
cxnence. She was hurled uj'-on .1 'Certai;,. mono- 
t:n;i, which tluy call E///; ai;d wheti they iiad 
moiiruc'd for licr thirty da)s, Mc'fcs purified 
the jH'Ojtle after this memner : He hrooeht ai;i 
heiler, that liad never bi.e:'i uled K' ll'.e pioogli, 
or to luifhandry ; that w.ts complete in alt iic 
parts, and entiiely eii’ a red (Htur, at a Hole 
diftance from tlie camj', inti; a [dare puieltly 
clea;). This heller was Haiti by file iiigh prtcii, 
and h( r hlotul fjiringlcd whh his imeer leveu 
times, helorc the tabernacle cd (loti; alo. rb’: 
the entire heiler was burnt i'l that RrOe. iC'/r- 
thcr witli its Ikin ;ind entrails, and iher tlirew 
cedar wood, and hylop, ;md i.arlet wo,,], inU/ 
the midll of the lire ; then a clean man giUher- 
cd all her alhes together, and laid tlu in in a 
place jteiletlly clean. When tlierehu'c am'/ per- 
lons were ilcliled by a dead body, thev pu; .. 
little ('1 thclc allies into fpring v.alt'r, with liV' 
fop, and di])]iing jxirt ol theie allies in it, they 
ipriiiklcd them with it, hotli on the lliird d.ty, 
and on the leventh, and after that they wen’ 
clean. 1 Ins he enp/uiedi tlicm to do alio when 
the tribes Ihould come into their own land 

M(jvv when this [unilicaliou, which thm 
leader jnadc n]'a),o the morning i'or his iiiler, . 
it has been muv delerihed, was over, lie cam. 
etl the army lo remove, ami t(, march tlirong: 
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he was; the elder brother, and died while the 
inuhitudc looked upon him. lie dle'd in the 
fame year wherein lie loft his lifter, havint; liv- ! 
td in ail an hundred twenty and three years. 

1 le du d f'it tlie lirll day ol that lunar month 
■'Ainch ■..died by the Athenians lIecatu)iiliC 
by the AlaL-cdamiaiiS Ae/o, hut by the Hebrews 

ill 

C II A P. V. 

JJi'iiv Kiojes fontjucrcrJ S'tbon and Og^ K'uars af \ 
/be ylt!ir>rilt\\\ aihl dijb'oyed ihclr wbo/c /Iniiy, 
a.‘id then divided tbe,r Land by Lot to two 
'Jrdoes and an bid C of the lit brews. 

f I. people mourned fo'- Aaron thir- 

ty <la\ ; am! when this motirning 
'.\ as over, MoLs ri,‘im)ved the aiany from that 
piece, and eanic to the river Arnon, whic.h ii- 
fi'ing mat oi tire mountains cil Arabia, and run¬ 
ning tljrough a.i' that wilderners, fell into the 
^ (ke Aiph diili:-., attd became the limit between 
i!;e iar.d of th.f ,‘,lo.\hitcr, and the land of the | 
/\morii,,o., '.(h.i;; !.;r:a is iniitful, and iuftlcient j 
;o ,r dmt.'..0’ a ry.v-'t imnilnr ol m.en, wltii the j 
g odi thin.'> jvi.jdtiCv's. Moles th.entfore lent | 
m- dll..o Sihon, the king of this country, | 
do' in.', ti.:;‘. i;r nmnlJ 'U'ant hi.s army a paftapp*, j 
.C)vSi vv’n.ii tn ::vi;y h.c lliouid |dcah; to recpiirc : 1 
‘ . ■■'■.m o d till! J,e liiouiil he no way injured, ' 
nrio..;- .! . n.' in cour.trv wlduh Sihon pjoveci’.- i 
(d, .! .0 to . i.duibltants ; and that he wouirl . 

i'u .• id. '. pn.\llnins at Inch a. price as ihouh! he | 


he enquired of God whether he would pqve him 
leave to fight ? Which when he had done, and , 
(iod alfo promifed him the vidlory, he wat., 
himfelf very courageous, and ready to pv''' ' n<i 
to lighting. Accordingly he encoutaged the 
foldiers ; and he delircd of them that they wouh.l 
take the pleafure of fighting, now God gave 
them leave fo to do. I'hcy then upon the re- 
eeipt of this commiffion, which they fo miieh 
longed 1 ( 1 ", put on their whole arinrum, and 
let about the work without delav. Ih't' Vlu' 

J 

' Amoritc king was not norv like to himleid 
when the Hebrews were ready to attack liing 
; but both he hindeil was aftrighted at the ilc- 
bi'cws, and In.s arni}', wliich before bad Ihewri 
tb.emlelve.s to !'.e ol good courage.-, were timn 
found to be timorous; io they yould not fuliain 
the lirll onfet, nor bear U]i againll the 1 h.hrev. ,, 
but lied away, a.s thinking this would alford 
them a more likely way for their ellape than 
lighting; tor they dc]iended upon their citie."', 
which were llrong, Irom wliich ) ci the)’reaped 
no advantage wlien they were loreed to flv to 
them; lor as loon as the Hebrews few thei'i 
giving ground, lliev immediately purlucd tliem 
clofe ; .‘.ml wh.en they had broken their ranks., 
tliey great'}' terrilied them, and fomc of them 
hn.ke oft Iro/in the reft, and ran awae- t-* 
the cities. Nmv the Hebrews purlucd them 
briilriy, and olrftinately I'erfevered in line ia- 
j hours tl'.ey had already undergone ; and ix-in,; 
i vci'} fkiifrfi in Hinging', and very dcKtrou-; in 
' throwing ol’ d.uls, or an)- thing cife oi' th.y, 
j Ifmd, anu! ;d!o having on nothing but iigl)', an- 


>0'oi.,-ii sd'. c.'..i;x,'g sven thoitgl'. b.e Ir.oulu Jc- 
ii '.- I u id) lln-m tlicir vcr\ w.iten Put Sjhon 
'-Jmisl ii’'. Oiler, and juit bis army into battle- 
srno', .on! wa.s prepc,ring every thing in order 
io bin k-r th.,'!r jvfnng over Arnon. 

c. 'Wu;. y Moles liiw that the Amorlte king 
..'ol . ddpohd io eiJter upon iKdliliric-s with tbe.-a, 
is. I'-ei;' he ouifut not to bear tiiat inlu’l ; 
t d. aedpips- to wwo the Hebrews from 
('u.' • i'ldo;..;!* temper, ami prc'.ent the dilor- 
"'hi i'i; aref... 'oicnec, wliich had been the 
.-ct ■lot’i m' their ionner leditloa (nor indeed 
\'. me ihcv n'.nw tiiorougidy Cid\' in lli'.-ir minds) 


|i mouv, vcrfich made, them (jiiick in ih.e I'-.uxpig 
' they overtook their enemies ; and for (ip.ie the": 

I wc'e moll remote, and could iK t ! i ('ver‘a!;e;i, 
the)' leack.ed th5'm by their iiinrs, aiod tiiei'. 

. liow.-', fo that many were llain ; aoH thole tliat 
^ cfcaped tire Jiaughtc" vfwounded, 
and thcle were more uiftrcftA'l with thirli than 
with any oi thole that lought agairift them, by 
it wrw tl;e fummer lealon, and wdien tlic great- 
ell Humher c.f them were lirought down to the 
rivei, out of a defirc to drink; as alfo when 
the others iicd away by troops, the Plebrews 
i came 
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came round tlicm, and Ihot at them, fo that 
what v;ith darts, and what with arrows, tlicv 
■,,m:ide a haup;httr of them all. Sihon aifo, their 
was llain. So the Meljrews fpoiled the 
dc'ui bodies, and took: iludr prev. 'I'he land 
' aiio ’'"'hich they took was lull of abundance of 
frni.' a,,-d the army went all over it without 
fcjr, and Icil their cattle upon it, and they took 
the enemies prifoners, lor they could no wav 
out a Hop to theni, iniee all tJie l)”;htirur men 
We.a deilroved. Sucli was the dcllruedion 
which overtook the Amnrites, who were nei-* 
ther fiimcious in council, nor courapeons in 
aftion. Hereupesn the Hchrcnvs took poilef- 
fion of their land, which is a country iitxiale 
between three river:;, and naturally rei'cmhling 
an inand, the river Arnon heinc; its fouthern 
limit ; the river Jahhok determiniiii:!; its north¬ 
ern lidc, cvhich runninj^ into Jordan lofes Its 
own name, :md takes th.c other, while ]ordan 
iifelf runs .along by it, on its v/clfcrn coall. 

3. Whi. ;s matters were come to this Hate, 
Og, tlic king of Cilead and Gaulanitis, fell 
upon the Tfraclitcs. He brought an army rvith 
him, and came in haftc to the affiftance of his 
friend Sihon. But though he found him al¬ 
ready llain, yet did he rcl'olvc Hill to come and 
fight the Hebrews, fuppoimg he flroiild he too 
hard for them, and being dclirous to try their 
valour ; hut failing of his liopc, he was both 
himlclf llaiu in the battle, and all his army was 
deftroyed. So Mofes palTed over the river Jah¬ 
hok, and over-ran the kingdom of Og. He 
overthrew their cities, and flew all their i)iha- 
hitants, who yet exceeded in riches all the men 
ill that part of the co.ntiuent, on account of the 
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: t'Ihnvcvcr, ids ir.’il iful not only i;npr(0'.* 

! the ciicnnillances'Di i];c Hebrews n r iIlc jv■ 

I lent, hut.by ids death he was the ocr.ai'ion n; 

! .' • ' •> r ' ^ r 1 

1 i.ii'iiier ‘food Jiiccetsto '.iiein ; lor I.kv pavJiM;- 
i V took tliolo i'rai) cities Idch were ciu\>i>i|',;;- 
ied with e:\cclicut wails, and luid h 'ci; f.ibj.bl 
! to him, and all !;ot both in genev.,! a:ul Ir, 

! ticubir a ^yreat ]>K’y. 

j 

i C H y\ l\ \ i. 

C,(j}:cct n: j.’g BoIhgvi ihc Pn i'l'c!^ aud'U'lu’.i Khid 
(jf Man !jc rcHiu 

§ I. 1 ^'] fAV Mofc.s v.dicn lie liad brought his 
1. ^ army to jortlan, pitched his camp in 
the great p/!ain, over againil {eticiio, 'Hhis cily 
is a very hajipy lituation, and very lit i'or pro. 
(hieing pahn-trccs and hallain. And nc'.v ('1,1;- 
liraelitcs began to he very proud o.f dicmlclvc.s; 
and were very eager for bciuiigty haob s (lien, 
after he had oflered for a I'cvv da) s iacriiiccs (d 
thankfgiving to God, and fcaflcd the people, 
lent a party of armed men to la)'eoille the eoiiii- 
I try of the Midianites, and to take their cities. 

I Now the occahon which he took lor making 
wvar ujxm them this that follows. 

2. WiiKN Balak the king of the Moabites, 

; who had from his ancellors a fricndlldp and 
: league with the Midiaidtcs, law Ikw great the 


goodnefs of tlie foil, and the great quantity of ■ llraelites were grotvn, he vwas much afTrighted 
•diis wealth. Now Og had veny few equal:;, ei- ! on account of his own and his kingdom's dan- 
therin the largenefs of his l)<kly, or handfome- 1 gcr ; for he was not * acquainted with this, 
nefs of his appearance.—was alfo a man of | that the Plebrews would not meddle with any 
great aiflivity, iiy^nfie ufe of his hands, fo that j other country, but were to be contented with 
Ills actions were not unequal to the vail: large- j - E tlic 

* Vbliat Jofeplins here remarks, i.s w.'!I worth our re- ! pie had rcafon to fear ihc roiujuetls of the Ifr.uhtes ; hut 
mark in this place alfo; ws. that the Ifraelitcs were neve. I that thofe countries, jiivcn them hy wcu- their pro¬ 

to meddle with the Moabites, or Ammouiteg, or any other i per and peculiar portion .inioni' the it.inons, and that ait 
people, but thofe belonging to the land of Canaan, and | v.'ho endeavoured to dilpoflcfs them might ever Ire julily 
the countries of Sihon and Og beyond Jordan, as far as | deftroyed by them, 
pie defart and Euphrates, and that therefore no other peo- I 
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c. tii': lar,.;! oc (jdn.uiii, r'Ic.J !u-,v- 
'fr’ \oi ta< J'-i lo j n a\.<y iarlher. uvj he, 

.;i.h irujre h.ii'r?. than u'lidc'm, rcl(,>I. c:J to make 
>>! upon them l.'y words; hut he did 

;-<jt UkAc it priident to figlu atpiinil tlieui, af- 
icr lu^.j iiad liad fuch preipercus hueecdes, and 
even became oat of ill fuccelFes nvtjre iiappy than 
i'Clorc; hut he thought to hinder them, if lie 
could, from growing greater; and li> hcrcfolvcd 
to fend smbafladorr. to t'lc Midianites about 
them. Now tliefc Midianites knowing therewas 
one Balaam, who lived by Euphrates, and was 
’.he great eh of the prophets at that time, and one 
dial was in friendfliip with them, font fome of 
their honourable princes along with the anihal- 
\adors of Balak, to intreat the prophet to come 
to them, that hr might imprecate curfes to 
due deUruetion of tlic Ifraeli'es. fo Balaian rv> 
:< ived the amliaffadors, and trcc.tcd them very 
.cmdly ; and when he had hipped, he cnquiied 
.vhat rv-as God’s v.dll ? and what this matter 
.vas lor which the Midianites entreated liim 
to come to them ? But when God oppofed 
nis going, he came to the ambalfadors, and 
told them, that he was Idmlelf very willing 
and dchrcMis lo coraply with their rccpiefl; but 
informed them, tliat God was oppolite to his 
intentions, even that God who had ralfed him 
to great reputation on account of the. truth of 
his prediclions ; for tJiat this army, which they 
iiitrcated him lo come to curfc, w^as in the fa¬ 
vour of God ; on w'hich account he advifed 
them to go home again, and not to perlilt in 
liicii' enmity againft the Ifraelites : And when 
he had given them that anTwer, he difmilTcd 
the ambaiTadors. ■ i 

3. Now the Midianites, at the earneft in- 

■* Note, ttiat JofepKt’s ncvcT fuppofes B.ilanm to he an | 
i(i ;!a;cr, nor to feck idoLitrous enchantments, orto.pro- 
phefy falfely, but to be no other than .an ill-iHfpofed pro¬ 
phet of the true God; .ind hitimatcs, that God’s anlwer 
the lecond time, permitting him to go, was ironical, and 
on dehgn that he fhould he deceived (witith fort cf decep¬ 
tion, by way of puniihnient for former crimes, Jofephus 
never icTtipIc.s to .admit, as ever eitccniing fuch wicked 
men jultly .attcl providentially deceived.) But perhaps wc 
had better keep here clofe to the text ; which i'avs, 
Numh. xxtii. 20, 21. that God only permitted' Balaam to 
^0 iv:;!} the ain’Dad’adors, in calc the^ came and called 
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! llances and fervent iritrc.itics cf Balak, fent 
cthicr airdralTadors to Balaam, wlio dchring to 
gratify the men, enquired again of God ; 
he was difpleafcd at this [fccond] trial, ; 

I bid him by no means to contradidf thd am! 
fadors. Now Balaam did not imagine l...,. 
God gave this injunttion in order tt.) deceive 
i him, lo he went along with the ambalfadors : 

I But when the divine angel met him in the way, 
wlicn he was in a narrow paffage, and hedged 
I in with a wall on both Tides, tlie als on wfhh 
I ilalaMu rode, undcrflood that it was a d'n. 'ne 
j Ipirit that met him, and thruft Balaam tu one 
j' of the walls, wirliout regard to th.c llripes whl':;! 
j| Balaam, when h.c was hurt by' the wall, g.'.vc 
ij her; but when the ah:, upon the angel’s con- 
' tinuance to dillrefs licr, and upon the ft;ip'O 
I which were given her, fell dov/n, by' th.e will 
i of God Ihc made ufc of the voice of a inaig 
! and coinpiaincd of Balaam, as adling unphtly 
i to her; that whereas he had no fault to find v. ii ii 
her in her former fcrvicc’to him, he now inliid- 
cd llrijics upon Iier, as nor undcrflanding that 
Ihe was hindered from ferving him in what he 
was now going about, by the providence of 
God. And when he was difturbed by realon 
of the v(/icc of the als, which was ths.t of a 
man, the angel plainly appeared to him, and 
blamed him for the ftripcs he had given his 
al's ; and informed him, that the brute creature 
w'as not in fault, but that he ■w’as Idm.GIf conic 
to obftrufit his journey, as being contrary to the 
will of God. Upon which Balaam was afraid, 
and was preparing to return back again, y-et 
did God excite him to go on his intended way ; 
but added this injundlon, that he fliould declare 

nothing 

, r 

I'Wj, or pofitsvely infiltnd on his goin^ along with them, 
on any terms : "Whereas Balaam feems, out of iiripaticncc, 
to h'X'cc rtfen up in the mornw': u/ij his ajs, atKi lather 

to fiavc called them, th.an ftayed foft their callap him ; i'o 
v.calous dues he feem to have been forN.is reward divina¬ 
tion, his ivapes of unrighieoufneji. Numb. xxii. ", 17, iR, 
37. 2 Pet. ii. 15. Jude v. ii. which reward or wage: the 
truly religious prophets of God never required, noi accept¬ 
ed, as our Jolephus julfly takes n.otiik in t'ac cafe: of .Sa¬ 
muel, Antic]. B. V]. chap. iv. § i. and Daniel, Antic]. 
B. X. ch'.ip xi. §3. hte a'fo Gen. xiv. 22, 23. 2 ICiiigs vf 
1 15, 16, 26, 27. and Adsviii. 18,—24. 
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ni.tiii’.ip but what ho J.’i'.nfolf fI\oukl TuggcR to 
'■ \l 

11 ENT Oo‘J Ikk] given him this charge 
o Ibilak; and wlieii tiie king had en- 
him ill a magniiicciit manner, he de- 
in e,! him to go to one of the mountains to take 
a vie'., -of die Rate of the camp of the Hebrews, 
'd.il.i!: hlnif’If alfo came to the mountain, and 
'o.oug’it tile jirophct along with him, with a 
royal aO'o id.mcc. This mountain lay over 
tlu'.r licads, and w.isdillaut lixty furlongi I’rom 
tiva cam]). Now when he fiw them, lie defiv- 
cd line lo ng to h'liid b.im leven altars, and to 
livio.,?; him as many hn'ls and rams; to wh.ich i 
deiircl'ic kingdi.l pieicntly conrorm. Jle then | 
i'jw tine lacriil'.'cs, .ind oilcrcd them as hurnf- i 
oTc'-iogs, that he might oblcrve fomc fignal of i 
Tlie fight of the liehrews. Then fud he, | 
Happy i'-. tins })eo].le on whom God licRows 
tlic {miredion ol innumerahle good things, and 
gran'ci them lus ov/n providence to be their 
adiRant, a,. i their guide ! fo that there is net 
.my nition among mankind but you will he 
dlecrneu luiierior to them in virtue, and in the 
earned prolecuiion of the hcR ruicrs c'f life, 
jnd 'tif Rich as are pure from wickcd.-icfs ; and 
will Icivc thofc rules to your excellent children, 
and this out ol the reiyirdthat G(>d L'cars toyou, 
and liie ju'oviiicu of lush things for you as may 
render you lugipicr than any other peo])le under 
the fun. You llial! retain that Lnui to vyhich 
he h ull feut you, and itihallcver he under the 
command of your diildren ; and botli all tiic 
i^istb, ao w'dl as the lea, fh:d! be inlcil with 
their glory; and you fhall he fufricientiy nu¬ 
merous to jupply the world in general, and c- 
very region ol it in jiarticular, with inhabitants 
out of your Rock. However^O bldfed army ! 
wond(;r that you are bccom/io many from one 
fatlier : Arid truly, tlw^and of Canaan can 
now hold you, aybeing yet comparatively few ; 
but know ye, that the wdiole w'orldjis propofed 
Uo be your place of habitation for ever. The 
'pnultitude of your pofterify alfo Riall live as 
well in tiie illanil.s, as on the continent, and 
that more in number than are the Rars of hca- 
Wcn. And when yea ai'e become fo many, 


j God will lu.t rc’inquifli the care of you, hut 
! \.’ill afford you an ahunch nc'- .'d all goc'd things 
' in time of peace, with virt.';rv am! d'.Jininion in 
time ol' war. IMay the children of your ene¬ 
mies have an incliuatioii to fighl a.gainR you ; 
am! may they be i'o Inerdy aa; to come to arms, 
and to adfault you in batrbe ; lor tlicy veil! not 
recuni wdth vidforAU nor will tlieir retnrn be 
agreeable to tlicir children and waves. To ib 
gica.t a degree o)' valour will you he raifed by 
the iirovidenec of God, who its :d>!e to diniin- 
illi tile aRlucncc of fomc, and to fupply the 
wv.nts (d' others.” 

5. Thus did Balaam fpcak by infpiration, 
as net being in his own power, but moved to 
fay wliat he did by the divine fpirit. Bat 
wlicii Ikdak wms dii'plcafcd, and faid, he had 
broken the contradf he had made, whereby he 
w/as to come, as he and his cord'ederates htid 
invited him, by the promife of great prefenrs *, 
for Avhcrcas he camctocurfe their enemies, lir 
had made an encomium upon them, and had 
declared that they were the happicfl of men. 
To w'liich BaUam lejdied : () Balak, if tlu n 

j rightly confidcrcR this whole matter, catdl thou 
fujqiofc that it is in our pow'cr to he filciit, or 
to fay any thing, when the fpirit of God feizer; 
upon us ? for he puts furh words as lie pleales 
in our mouths, and Rich difeourfes as wx- arc 
not ourfelves confeious of. 1 well rememher 
by wdiat intrcatics both you and the Midianites 
fo joyfully lirought me hither, and on that ac¬ 
count 1 took this journey. It wuis my prayer, 
that I might not put any affront upon you, as 
to what you delircd of me; but God is more 
powerful than the purpofes 1 had made- fo ferve 
you, for tlvofe that take ujxm them to forctcl 
the affairs of mankind, as from their owm abi¬ 
lities, arc intirely unable to do it, or to forljc-ar 
to utter what God fuggclls to tliem, or to oRcr 
violence to his wdli; for wdicn heprcveiUs us, and 
enters into us, nothing that we lay is our own. 
I then did not intend to praife this army, nor 
to go over the itverai good things whicl! God 
intended to do to tiicir race, but'''mce'b;'w'as 
fo favourable to them, and io rc.idy to bellow 

upon 
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i]p(;n them an hjppy life, and eternal glory, ; 
-he fugyefled the cleclaraiion of ihofe things to i 
jne. But now, becaufe it is my dcfire to ob- | 


ligc thee thyfelf, as well as the Mcdianitcs, 
w’lofe intrcaties it is not docent for me to re- 
jcdd, go to, let us again rear other altars, and 
Oifer the like facrifices that wc did before, that 
1 may fee whether I can perfuade God to per¬ 
mit me to bind thel'e men with curfes.” Which, 
when Balak had agreed to, God would not c- 
ven upon * fecond facrifices confent to his cur- 
fmg the Ifraelitcs. Then fell Balaam upon his 
face, and foretold whatfeveral calamities would 
befal the fevcral kings of the nations, and the 
mod eminent cities, I’oine of which of old were 
not fo much as inhabited; which events have 


come to pafs among the fevcral people concern¬ 
ed, both in the foregoing ages, and in this, till 
iny ocvn memory, both by fea and by land. 
Fronr which completion of all thefe prediflions 
that he made, one may cafily guefs that the reft 
will have their comi)lctIons in time to come. 

6. But Balak being very angry that the 
Ifraelitcs were not cuifed, fent away Balaam, 
without thinking him worthy of any honour. 
Whereupon, when he was juft upon his jour¬ 
ney, in order to pafs the Fmphrates, he fent for 
Balak, and for the princes of the Midianites, 
and fpak.c thus to them : O Balak, and you 
r'/lklianitcs that are here prefent (for I am ohli- ; 
ged, even without the will of God, to gratify 
you) it is true no entire dertrudion can feize 
upon the nation of the Hebrews, neither by 
war, nor by plague, nor by fcarcity of the fruits 
of the earth, nor can any other unexpedled ac¬ 
cident he their entire ruin ; for the providence 
of God is concerned topreferv'e them from fuch 
a misfortune, nor will it permit any fuch ca¬ 
lamity to come upoii them whereby they may 
all perifh : but feme fmall misfortunes, and 
thole for a fhort time, whereby they may ap- 

* Whf'Jicr jofephus h id in kis copy but t-vjo attempts 
of I'lalaani in all to curfe ll'rad, or whether by this his 
t'Mii- oj-'i'fing facrifu:!, be meant twice bcfide that firlttime 
already mentioned, which yet it is not very probable, can¬ 
not now be certainly determined. In the mean time, all 
other topics have three fuch attempts of Balaam to curfe 
them in t'.ic prefent liidory. 


pear to be brought low, may ftll] befal them ; 
but after that, they will flourlfli again, to rite 
terror of thofe that brought thofe milcliicfo u]^- 
on them. So that if you have a mind t o 
a vitdory over them for a fhort fpace of tiin,-, 
you will obtain it by following my diredions ; 
Do you therefore fet out the handfomcil of ludj 
of your daughters as arc moft eminent for beau¬ 
ty, and proper to force and conquer the m<> 
deily of thofe that behold them, and thefe deck¬ 
ed and trimmed to the highert degree you a] ;.- 
able : Then do you fend them to he near tlie 
Ifraelitcs camp; and give them in charge, that 
wlien the young men of the Mebrev.'s o'erue 
their company, they allow It them ; and when 
they Ice that they arc enamoured of them, let 
them take their leaves, and if they intreat them 
to ftay, let them not give their confent ti!l they 
have perfuaded them to leave off their ol^cth- 
ence to their own laws, and the worftiip of 
that God who eftablifhed them, and to worlhip 
the gods of the Midianites and Moabites ; for 
by this means God will be angry f at them.” 
Accordingly, when Balaam had fuggefted this 
counfel to them, he went his warn 

7. So when the Midianites had fent their 
daughters, as Bahaam had exhorted them, the 
Hebrew young men were allured by llieir beau¬ 
ty, and came to dilcourle with them, and hc- 
fought them not to grudge them the enjoy¬ 
ment of their beauty, uor to deny them their 
converfation. • Thefe daughters of the Midian¬ 
ites received their words gladly, and confented 
to it, and ftaid with them ; hut when they 
had brought them to he en. inoured of them, 
and their inclinations to them were grown to 
ripenefs, they began to think of departing from 
them: then it wpsthat thefe men became great¬ 
ly dlfconfolate af'^uhe womens departure, and 
they were urgent Q,ot to leave them, 

* but 

, t This grand maxim, that CneTf people of Ifrael ccuhl 
never he hurt, nor dejiroytd, but by dra’wsug them toJin aga 'wf 
God, appears to be true, by the entire hillory of that peo¬ 
ple, both in the Bible, and in Jofephus, and is often taken 
notice of in them both. See in particular a nioft remarka¬ 
ble Ammonite teftimony to this purpofe, Judith v. 5,_21.^, 
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l)ut bcggocl they •would continue tlicre, nnd he- 
coine tlicir wives ; and I'ley promifcd tliein, 
tlicy fhould be owned as millren'cs of all thcy^ 
jrjd„. This they laid witli an oath, and called 
Cod for the arbitrator of what they proinil'cd ; 
and this with tears in their eyes, and all other 
I tch'marks of concern, as might Ibe'W’^ how mi- 
f.rablc they thought ihcmrelves without them, 
and lb might move their coinpallion lor them. 
S(a tlie women, as foon as they perceived they 
liad made them their Haves, and had canglit 
th.crn with their converlation, began to Ipeak 
thus to them : 

H. “ O YOU llluRrious young men ! we liave 
';on!es of our own at home, and great plcniy 
(T good thinp;8 there, together with the natural 
alTecHonatc love of our parents and friends ; 
nor is it out cf'our want of any fuch ihings I'lat 
we come to dircourfe with you, nor did we ad¬ 
mit of your invitation with defign to proftitute 
bcautv of our body for gain ; but taking 
yvui for brave and worthy men, we agreed to 
yoiii' retpicll, that wc might treat yon witli 
Inch lionours as hofpitalily required : And now 
feeing yon iay that you leivc a great aflcdlion 
for us, and arc troubled when yoai think we 
are departing, we are not avcrlc to your intrea- 
tics ; and if we may receive Itich afi-urance of 
your good-will as we think can l)e ahme liilli- 
cient, ■we will he glad to lead onr lives with yon 
as your wives, but we arc afraid tliat you will 
in time be weary of onr company, and will then 
abufc us, and lend us hack to our parents, alter 
ail ignominious manner ; and they dcflrcd that 
they would excufe them in their guarding a- 
gainll that danger." But the young men pro- 
felled they woiihl give them any alTurancc they 
fhouid delire ; nor did tlw^ at all contradict 
what they rcapicfted^lmp'cat ■w^as the palfion 
tlicy l-iad for th U f ^ ’ *^ '~TKthen, laid they, tliis he 
your relblutioi^lince you make uic of fuch * 

* What Jnfopl’.us here puts into tl'.e moutlis of thefc 
Widianite women, who canic to entiee the Ifraclitc'i :o 
h'wilnefs and idolaf.iry ; that their worfliip of the God 
of Ifraci, in oppofition to their idol g6ds, implied their 
iivins; according to the holy laws which the true God had 
given them by Mofes, in oppofition to thofc impure lau's 
which were obferved under their falfe gods, well deferves 
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j ciiflnins .Hid coiulu>.'l of life as arc cntiikly cll- 
lercnt li'Oiu ail oilier men, inft'inueh tlial yom- 
j kinds of fond ai'e iteculiar to \'(airii. b’cs,. and 
! your kinds fitblrluk not conimoii to oihers, it 
I will l)e iddohitcly neceiiarv, ii yoti v.niihi have 
ns lor your wives, that yovi do will;, 1 worihijt 
our pod,-. : Nor etui there he an.v otiu .1 demon- 
ilration ol the kiiidncl.s which )am hy you al¬ 
ready have, and promile to have hereafter to us, 
than this, limi you worlliip the fame gods that 
\:c (I.); lor litis any one realon to complain, 
that now you arc come into this countiy, you 
Ihould worlhip tlie jjropcr gods of the lame 
eountrv ? ei'pecially wliile our gods arc com¬ 
mon to all men, and yours luch as hclonp; to 
, nobody ellc hut yourldvcs." So they laid 
tlicy mull either come into Inch methods ofdi- 
, vine worfliii) as all other.s catne into, or clfe 
they nuifl: look out for tiuotlier wi'rld, wherein 
they mtty live by themlclves, accoiuing to tlicir 
own laws. 

; ^). Now the young men were induced hv 

tlie•foiidncls they had ior theic women to llii.nk 
t they fptike very well, lb tin y gave themlelves 
; up to what they periutuled them, and Inmf- 
i greiled tlieir own laws ; and iuj'poim!; there 
were many py'ds, and reiolvin;.'; tlmf they would 
lacrihcc to them iucordiii'g to the laws ol that 
coimtiy whi'-h ordained them, they Ijolh were 
deliphlcd with tin ir llrange h'od, and went on 
to do cvei V thing that the women wmuld have 
tlicm do, though in eontradidlion to thcar own 
laws ; fo lar indeed, tiial this traufgreliio’.i was al¬ 
ready j;()ne tlirough the wliole annyif the )’oimg 
men, and they fell into a ledilion that was much 
work* than the former, and inU) danger ol the 
entire aheflitiou of their own inltiiut ions ; for 
when once the ymuth luul tailed (>f rheic ii range 
cultoms, tliey went with inlatiahic inclinations 
into them ; and even wheie lomc ol the juinei- 

pal 

our confidcration ; and give.s us a fubitmia;! rc.ifon for 
the great coiiecin t!iat v.os evir fl ev n muler (l,c f.w ol 
hlofcs, to prelerva th^ lli.oli'.es kum uf.' iry,,,u.d in the 
wcrfliip of the true (..od, it being of nu Isis cmiieijuenre 
I then, whether Gcal’s [)e<;ple timuld he gcacnied by the 
; I'.oly law.s Of til'.* tuic (jod, or by the impure laws, dco- 
ved from deii.ons, under the rarau ulolairy. 
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pai men v/ere illuftrious on account of the vir- || nefs of life, which confifts in afting according 

tues of their fathers, they alfo were corrupted j to our own wills, and is the right of free men, 

together with the rcfl;. j and of thofe that have no lord over them. Nav, 

10. Even Zimri, the head of the tribe of indeed, this man is harder upon the liehrcw'- 

Simeon, accompanied with Cozbi, a Midian- than were the higyptians themfelves, as prcteiid- 
itilh. woman, who was the daughter oi' Sur, a ing to pimilli according to his laws everyone’;- 
mail of authority in that country; and being adding wdiat is mod agreeable to himfelf'; hut 
(lehred by his wife to difregard the Jaw of thou thyfelf better dcJervell to fufter puniih- 
Mofes, am! to I'olluw thole IJie ^vas ufed to, ment, who prclumell; to abolifli wlsat every 
h.e complied witli her, and this lunh by facri- one acknowledges to be what is good for him, 
ficiiig after a manner dificrent frotn his owm, and aimell to make thy fuigle opinion to iiavc 
and by taking a ftraiiger to wile. When things more force than that of all tlic red ; and wlnit 
were tluis, Mofes was afraid that matter;: diould 1 now do, and think to be right, I dial! not 
grove w'orie, and called the people to a congre- hereafter deny to be according to my own lei<- 
g.ition, but then accufed lu hody by name, as timent;-;. I have married, as thou liivell rigiit 
unwilling to drive thofe into defpair who, by ly- ly, a drangc woman, and thou hcaietl wlau 
ing concealed, might come to repentance ; but I do from myfelf as from one that is iVee, 
he laid, “ I'hat they did not do evhat w'as ci- for truly, I did not intend to conceal mviell, 
ther w'orthy of thcml'eivos, or of their fathers, 1 alfo own, that I facrillcc to thofe gods to 
by preferring plealure to God, and to the liv- wliom you do not think fit to facrilice ; and 
ing according to his wll!; that it was fit they I tliink it riglit to come at truth hy enquiring 
Ihould cliangc tiieir courfes, while their affairs of many people, and not like one tliat lives 
were dill in a good date ; and think that to be under lyranny, to fuller the whole hope of 
true fortitude which offer;; not violence to their -my life to de})cnd upon one man ; nor lhali 
laws, but that which refills thtir bids. And any one liiul caufe lo rejoice, wdio declares 
beddes that, he laid, it was not a rcafonahlc himfelf to have more authority ov'cr my ae- 
thing, when they had lived loherly in the tions than mylelf.” 

wildernefs, to ait madly ;iow they were in 12. Now w'lien Zimri had faid thefc things, 
profperity ; and that they ought not to lole, aliout what he and lomc others had wickedly 
now they have abundance, w'hat they had done, the people hold their peace, both out of 
gained when they had little.” And fo did he fear of what might come upon them, and he- 
endeavour, hy faying this to correflt the young caufe they faw that their icgillator was not wil- 
mcn, to bring them to repentance for what ling to bring his infolencc before the public any' 
they had done. farther, or openly to contend wdth him ; lor ho 

11. But Zimri arofe up after him, and faid, avoided that, leli many Ihould imitate the im- 

“Yes indeed, Mofes, thou art at liberty to pudenee of his language, and thcrciiy dillurb 
make ule of fuch laws as thou art fo fond of, the multitude : upon this the allcmbly wa:-; dil- 
and hall, by accufloming thyfelf to them, made folved. EIowc^^ the milehicvous attempt 
them lii'm ; otherwife, if thing;; had not been had proceed farther,, if Zimri had nofbccn firit 
thus, thou hadll often been puniihed before llain, wdiich came tcyj^ff'^T^tbc following oc- 
now, and hadft knowm, that the Hebrews are cafion; Phineas, a man in (Viher relpeds bet- 
not ealily put upon ; but thou (halt not have ter than the reft of the young men, and alfs 
me one of thy foliow'ers in tiiy tyrannical com- one that fiirpaffed his contemporaries in tha - 
mands, for ihou dioll nothing elfe hitheno, but, dignity of his father (for he*rvas tlic ion of E- . 
utuler pretence olTaws, and of God, wdekcdly Icazar the high prieft, and the grandlon of [Aa- 
impofe on us llavery, and gain dominion to ron] Mofes’ brother) who w'as greatly trouHed^^ 
thyfelf, while lluai depriveft us of tlie Iweet- at 
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at whnt was done by Zitnri, , refolved in ear-I 
nc'l to inlflidl punilliment on lilin, before his un- j 
worthy bciiaviour ihould t^row (Irongcr by im- | 
and in order to prevent tills tranfgrcf- ; 
lion from proceeding i'arther, which, would 
liapjieii if the rinpieaders were not puniflied. 

T-I (• was of lo great magnanimity, botli in 
/irciigih of mind and body, that when lie un- , 
dertook any very dangerous attempt, he did 
not Icivc it off till he overcame it, and got an 
entire vielory ; lb he came into Zimri's tent, 
an!l few him with his javelin, and with it he j 
II.-w (do/.bi ai'b. Ujion which, all thofe young j 
men tliat inid a regard to virtue, and aimed to ' 
a glorioni aOdioii, imitated Pihineas’t; bold- 
nefs., and flew tliotc that were found to be,guilty : 
of the fame crime with Zimri. Accordin.;ly, | 
many of ihofc liiat had traiil,grcflcd pcriihci! hy ; 
the magnanimous valour of thele young men; i 
the red all perilhed hy a plague, which dilfem- 
per (dod hlmfclf inllidtcd upon them ; lb that 
all thofe their kindred^' who, inllead of hinder- | 
iUg them fi'omfuch wicked adions, a.s they ought j 
to done, had porfuaded them to go on, 

were cileerned hy Ciod a.s jiartncrs in their 
vvickedner;', and died. Accordinp;ly there per- 
itheJ out (>!' the army no iewer tlian fourteen 
[twenty-four j tiKUilaud at this time. 

I g. Tun: waslhe caufc why Moles waspro- 
voked to lend an army to dcllroy the Midia- i 
nitC'. ; concerning which expedition we fhall | 
boeak prelcntly, wl.eri we have fnft related . 
what we liavc omitted ; for it is but juft not lo ' 
pals ovir onr legillator’s due encomium, on ac¬ 
count of his eondiftt here, i)ccaufe, althoujdi ^ 


this. .Uaia ins who was feat for hy the Midia- 


nites to eurfe the Hebrews, and when he was 
hindered from 'loing it, byniviiie pirwidencc, 
did Hill Tnggeft that to them, liy making 

nle of'^^hich odf®fnciTues !iad well jiigb cor¬ 
rupted the wh^c multitude of t.hc Heiu'eves 
wuh their wiles, till lomc of them were deeply 
inleded with their (>p. ’.ions, yet did he do him 
great I'.onour, hy fetting down his prophecies 

* The nili'lskc in ali Jofeplius’f. topics. Creek and L.i- 
ti'i, ■'A'liirh h ive here i,|. od 3 infC.u! nf 2i,o:.-j. i.s fo II i- 
grar.t, tlol oin wrv It,■rani '.Jia-r.-, heiauJ aad IJudlen, 


in writing. And while it was in hi.s power to 
claim this glory to himhif, and make men Ixo 
lievc they were his own l):■elli(‘■iir)!l,^, there be¬ 
ing no one that could Ije a whtncl.; againlt birn,, 
and accufe blm for lo doing, lie Hill gave hi; 
atteftation to him, and did him the honour to 
make mention of him on this account. Ihit let 
evcjy one think of thele matters a;; he plealess 

C H A P. VIL 

Jjluiv the. IJehrcivs Juiight ‘With the Klnhaii'itCi ^ 
iuul ovcrcaiiic them. 

§ 1- OW Molee, feiit an army .ig.iinll the 
land ol Midi.ui, for the taul'os h're - 
mentioned, in all twelve thouland, t.rking an 
equal number out of every tribe, and apimint- 
etl Plilncas for their commander ; of which 
Idiineas we made mention a little before, as he 
that had guarded the laws of the Hebrews, and 
had indided jnmilhmcnt upon Zimri wiun he 
had tranlgrcllc'! them. Now the IVlidianites 
perceived before-hand how the Hcl^rcws were 
coming, and would fuddcniy be upon them., 
they aftemhlcd tlieir army together, and ford- 
lied the entrances into their eoiintr)-, and there 
.awaited the eni. my’s cmniiig. Winu tliey were 
come, and the)- liad joined battle with them, au 
iinmenlc multitude of tlic iVhdianiti.s fell ; nor 
could they be numbcied, they were lo very 
many. And amt.ng them fell all their kings, 
live in number; ‘ire,, Fvi, Zur, Reha., H’ai,, 
and Rekcm, who w,.;; of tlic lame name vvitK 
a city, tl;e chid ;nid capital of ail Araida., 
which is till now fu called, hy the whole esra- 
bian nation, y/m.///, from tlic name of the 
king that built it, but i.s k.y the Ch-eo’;.- called 
Petra. Now when the cncinie.s were cldlom- 
iited, the Hdirews fpolled (Jic;: ;.,.u::;,ry, and 
took a great ]<rev, and dcflrovcd 'he men tiiat 
were its inlial>ir,un.s, U ge;.'".: with tne wcm.en ; 
(.nl)^ they let the -vin: 'is alone, aa iv.i' bs ban 
commanded Pi.ir.e..,. t. ilo, .nc.eed cauw 

■ baJt 

Lave put t'lc ! tl.'-r ;n, nei ■ * '.u'Rly ijitct-.e icvt. I 
ratLer to put i; ;.i li. 
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back, bringinji with iiim an army that had re¬ 
ceived no harm, and a great deal of prey; 
fifty-two thonfand beeves, feventy-five thouf- 
and fix hundred flicep, hxty thouland affes, 
with an immcnlo quantity of gold and filvcr 
furniture, which the Midiarjites made ufe of i 
in their hotifcs; for they were fo wealthy, that | 
they were very luxurious. There were allb led 
captive about thirty-two thoulimd virgins. 
So Mofes parted the prey into parts, and gave 
one fiftieth part to Elcazar and to the priefts, 
and another flftietli part to the Levites ; and 
iliilributcd the reft of the prey among the peo¬ 
ple. After which they lived happily, as hav¬ 
ing obtained an abundance of good things by 
their valour ; and there being no misfortune 
that attended tlicm, or hindered their enjoy¬ 
ment of that happinefs. 

2. But Mofes was now grown old, and ap¬ 
pointed joftaua for his fuccciliir, both to re¬ 
ceive diredlions from God, as a prophet, and 
for a commander "of the army, if they ihould 
at any time ftand in need of fueh an one : and 
this was done by the command of God, that 
to him the care of the public fhould be commit¬ 
ted. Now Jofhua had been inftruflcd in all 
thole kinds of learning which concerned the 
laws, and God himlelf, and Moles had been 
his inftrudor. 

Ar this time it was, that the two tribes 
of Gad, and Reuhcl, and the half tribe of Ma- 
nalfeh, abounded in a multitude of cattle, as 
well as in all other kinds of profperity, whence 
tl'.ey had a meeting, and in a body came and 

* 'Fl'e fi,ny 1 a‘'v of ;il 1 the Medianitc women, that had j 
prudhuted tlicoilclves to tlie lewd Ifraelitcs, and the pre- ! 
fensuion of tliofc that h.id not been guilty therein ; the lall; I 
of wide!', were no fewer tlian 32,000,botli here, andNumb. ■ 
xxxi. K, 16, 17, 3?, 40, 4^1. ;jnJ bodi by the particular 
command of (lod, highly rem.arkahle •, and thew, th.it 
even in nations otherwife, for their wiclvcdncfs, doomed ' 
to dcIlriKUion, the innocent were fonietimcs particulaiiy 
and providentiany taken rare of, and delivered from that 
<!eflrui fiop, wlii. b diri.i'tly innilics, thal it was the wick- 
ednefs of tiic nations of Cana in, and nothing clfc, that [ 
oceanoneii their catliion. See (bm. xv. 1S. i .Sam. xv. j 
id, 31- Conibitnt. Ajioll:. It. VIII. chap. xii. p. 402. In | 
the firit of wdiieh places, t!ie rcafon of the delay of the 
puniilmie’it of the Aiiiorilcs is given, hecnuft’ thar iuiquitt 
r.ii ler fuH. .In the Icxor.d, Saul is ordered to co atid I 


befought Mofes to give them, as their peculi.'ir 
portion, that land of the Amorites, which they 
had taken by right of war, becaufe it was frult- 
' ful, .and good for feeding of cattle. But Mofes 
I fuppoling that they were afraid of fighting with 
I the Canaanites, and invented this provifion for 
their cattle an handfomc cxculc for avoiding 
' that war, he called them errant cowards ; and 
I laid, “They had only contrived a decent cx- 
' cule for that coxvardicc, and that they had a 
mind to live in luxury and cafe, while all the 
reft w'ere labouring with great pains to obtain 
the laud they were defirous to have, and tiiat 
they were not willing to march along, and un¬ 
dergo the remaining hard fervice, whereby they 
were, under the divine promife, to pals ovc', 
Jordan, and overcome thole our enemies wliich 
God had ftiewn them, and io obtain thel' 
land.” But thcl'e tribes, when they law that 
Moles was angry with them, and when thev 
could not deny but he had a juft caiile to be 
difplealcd at their petifion, inatle an apology 
for thcmi'elves ; and faid. That “ it wasmit 
on account of their fear of darigers, nor on ac¬ 
count of their lazinei.s, that they made this rc- 
(jueft to him, but that they might leave the 
prey they had gotten in places of iafety, and 
thereby might be more expedite, and ready to 
undergo difficulties, and to light battles.” I’hcy 
added this alfo. That “ when they had built 
cities, wherein they might preferve their child¬ 
ren, and wives, and polTclfions, if he wcmld 
j bellow them upon them, they would go along 

with 

I th'Jlroy the Jlnmrs, the AmedehUc!:, plain'y iiTipIyrng, thaf 
I they were tlicrcfore to be deittoyed heenufe tliev were 
I Ji/uins, and not otberwife. In tbe lliiia!, tb.e re.ifnn is 
I given, wliy king Agljn was not to be fpared ; rvK. bceauic 
; (j 1 h's lonner cruelty, thy fwerd hath made [-the Hebreiv] 

! ivODien ihildlefsy fo he made ch'tldlefs amor.y^ 

j 'iiK.mLiiy by the Hehnv'S. In tlic\ !l place, ‘I.e apnllles, 

'■ or their am.mucnfis Clement, givelliis rcabm for tbe ne- 
cellity of the coming of Chrilt, men had foniierb^i per- 
\ xvrted both tl'e prji/ivc laiv, tmd that of naturey and had ctf. ^ 
cut oj their mind the memory oj the floody the Iurniny^ cj Sodotia 
the p/ayues f the Egfptiansy and tie fauvjlters of theitihab.i- 
, ants njPahfint'y as figiis of the motl amaxing iii'peiiiaenee 
and infenfibility under the punilhinciits of horrid wioke.d- 
1 nefs. *"■ 
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with the reft of the army.” Hereupon IVIpfcs 
was picafed with what they faid : So he called 
for Eleazar the high prieft, and Jolhua, and 
the chief of the tribes, and permitted thel'e 
tribes iw poflefs the land of the Amorites ; but 
upon this condition, that they fliould join with 
their kinfmen in the war, until all things w^ere 
fettled. Upon which condition they took pof- 
feftion of the country, and built them ftrong 
cities, and put into them their children, and 
their wives, and whatfoever elfe they had that 
miglit be an impediment to the labours of 
their future marches. 

4. Moses alfo now built thofc ten cities, 
which were to be of the number of the 
forty-eight [for the Levites] ; three of which 
he allotted to thofe that Hew any perfon invo¬ 
luntarily, and fled to them ; and he afligned 
the fame time for their banilhment with that of 
the life of that high prieft under whom the 
llaughter and flight happened, after which death 
of the high prieft he permitted the flayer to re¬ 
turn home. During lUie time of his exile, the 
relations of him that was flain may, by this 
law, kill the maiiflayer, if they caught him 
without the bounds of the city to which he fled, ' 
though this permiflTion was not granted to any , 
other perfon. Now the cities which were fet | 
apart for this flight were thefe ; Bezer, at the 
borders of Arabia ; Ramoth, of the land of 
Gilead ; and Golan, in the land of Bafltan. 
There were to be alfo, by Mofcvs’ command, 
three other cities allotted for the habitation of 
thefe fugitives out of the cities of the Levites, 
but not till after they fhould be in pofleflaon of 
the land of Canaan. . 

5. At this time the chief men of the tribe 
.of Manalfch came to Mofe^, and informed 
him, that there was an eiTiinent man of their 
tribe dead, whofe n^^a^j^s Zelophehad, who 
left no^ale chiyren, but left daughters ; and 
alkcd him. Whether thefe daughters might in¬ 
herit his land or not? He made this anfwer,’ 

* jofephus here, in this one fcntence, fums up his no¬ 
tion of Mofes’ very king and very ferious exhortations in 
4^he book of Deuteronomy; and his words are fo true, and 
of fuch importance, that they deferve to be had in conftant 
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That if they fliall marry into their own tribe, 
they lhall carry their ellate along with them; 
but if they difpofe of themfcives in marriage 
to men of another tribe, they lhall leave their 
inheritance in their father’s tribe. And then 
it was that Mofes ordaiiicd, that every one's 
1 inheritance Ihould continne in his own tribe. 


CHAP. VIII. 

The Polity fettled by Mofes ; and how he df~ 
appeared from among Mankind. 

§ 1. T T THF.N forty years were completed. 

VV within thirty days, Mofes gather¬ 
ed the congregation together near Jordan, where 
the city Abila now Hands, a place full ol palm- 
trees ; and all the people being come together, 
he fpake thus to them : 

2. “ O you Ifraelitcs and fellow-foldicrs ! 
who have been partners with me in this long 
and unealy journey ; iince it is now the will 
of God, and the courfe of old age, at an imn- 
dred and twenty, requires it, that I ftiould de¬ 
part out of this life ; and hnee Ciod has for¬ 
bidden me to be a patron or an alTiflant to yon 
in what remains to he done beyond Jordan, I 
thought it reafonable not to leave off my en¬ 
deavours even now for your hajipinels, but to 
do my utmoft to procure for you the eternal 
enjoyment of good things, and a memorial for 
myfelf, when you fttal! be in the fruition of 
great plenty and profperlty : Come, tlierefure, 
let me fuggeft to you by what means yon may 
be happy, and may leave an eternal prc)fpcr- 
ous poirdTion thereof to your children after 
you, and then let me thus go out af the world ; 
and I cannot but deferve to be believed by you, 
both on account of the great thiugs I have al¬ 
ready done for you, and be^aufe, wlicn fouls 
are about to leave tlsc body, they Ipeak with 
the fmeereft freedom. O * children of IfracI! 

there 

remembrance both by Jevi s and Clirifti.ins : O gnldrett rj 
Ifrael! there is hut one j.mrce oj hiippiuejs for all rnarikirui, 
THE FAVOUR 01 Coil. 


^ n 
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ihcrc is but one foiircc of hnp/nnefs for all man- Ij to -jiou, will net put a period now to his pro- 
/’/W, TTiF. FAVOUR OF Goo ; lor he alone is jj vidence over you, but as long as you delire to 
able to give good things to thole that defewe { have him your proted;or, in your purfuits af- 
thein, and to deprive thole of them that fm a- ter virtue, fo long will you enjoy his care over 
gainlt him ; towards whom, if you Itehave )A)ti. Your high prieft alfo, Elcazar,' as well 
yourfclves according to his w ill, and accord- as Jolhua, wdth the fenatc, and chief of your 
ing to what I, who well underhand his mind, j tribes, wdll go before you, and fugged: the hell 
do exhort you to, you will both be cllcemed ■ advices to you ; by lollowing which advices 
blell’cd, and will be admired by all men ; and j you will continue to be happy ; to w'hom do 
will never come into misfortunes, nor ceafe to i you give ear, without reludtance, as .fenlible, 
to be happy: you will then prclerve the polfef- that all luch as know well how tcj be govern- 
lion of' the good things you already have, and ed, will alfo knorv bow to govern, if they be 
will (juickly obtain tbofe that voti at prefent promoted to that authority thcmfelves. And 

are in want of, only do you be obedient to do not you elleem liberty to confill in eppofmg 

thofc whom God would have yon to follow, fuch uiredions as your governors think lit to 

Nor do you prefer any other conllitution of give you for your jn-adtice, as at prefent indeed 
government before the laws now given you j you place your liberty in nothing clfe but 
neither do you difregard that waty of divine abuling your benefadlors; w'^hich error if you 

worlhip which you now have, nor change it can avoid for the time to come, your aH'airs 

for any other form : And if you do this, you will he in a better condition than they itave 

will l)e the moft courageous (if all men, in un- hitherto been : Nor do you ever indulge lucli a 
dergoing the fatigues of war, and will not be degree of pallion in thelc matters, as you have 
caliiy coiupiered by any of your enemies ; for oftentirncs done when you have,been very an- 
whilc God is prefent with you to allifl you, it gry at me ; for you know, that 1 have been ci- 
i.s to be expeded that you will he able to defpife | tener iii danger of death from you than fro3n our 
the oppollliem of all mankind; and great re- | enemies. What I now put you in mind of, is jioL 
Wards of virtue arc ju'C'pofcd for yon, if you , done in order to reproach you ; fcjr I do not 
preferve that virtue througli your w'hole lives. | think it proper, now 1 am going out d{ the 
Virtv.e tticif is indeed the principal and the firll i world, to bring this to your remembrance, in 
reward, and after that it bcllo\^s abundance of j order to leave you ofi'ended at me, fmcc at the 
others ; fo tliat your cxercifc of virtue towards i time, when, I underwent thofe hardllii})s from 
other ixicn will make your own lives happy, and you, I was not angry at you ; but I do it iii 
render you more glorioas than foreigners can ' (>rder in make you wulcr hereafter, and to teach 
bo, and ]irocure you au undlfputed reputation ! you that this w'ill be for your fecurity ; 1 mean, 
w iih poftcrity. Thcfc blellings you will be able that you never he injurious to thole that pre- 
to obtain, in cafe you hearken to, and oMerve ; fulc over you, even w'hen you arc; become rich, 
thofe laws, which, by divine revelation, I have ; as you will he to a great degiee when you have 
(ndaiued for yott ; that is, in calc you wdthal ’ paffed over JortHit, and are in iHclfeilic^n of 
meditate upon the wil'dom tjiat is in them, j the laud of Cana^^ Since, v/Iun you lhali 
1 am going from you mvl'elf, rejoicing in the j have once procccdecm^v b v yonr wealth as 
gcxid things you enjoy ; and i recommend you ! to a contempt and difregard cA^virtiie, 'you will 
to the wife coudud of your law, to the be- i alfo forfeit the favour of God ; and cv-Iien you 
ccnning c-rdcr of wear polity, ajtd to the vir- ! have made him your enemy, you will be Ixaircu ^ 
tues of yotu comniandcrs, who will take cafe j in rvar, and will have the land wliich you ]h» 1- ‘ 
(;f Avhat is for your advantage. And that j fell taken away again from you by your eue- 
Gcd, who Inns'been till now your leader, and , mies, and this with great reproaeliet upon your 
i)y whofe good-wi'l 1 luivc mYfelf been ufeful | con-.' 
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conduit. You •will he fcattcrcd over the whole 
world, and will, as Haves, entirely fill both f'ea 
and land : and when once you have Iiad the 
experience of what I now fay, you will repent, 
and remember the laws you have broken, wdien 
it is too late. Whence I would advife you, 
if you intend to preierve thefe laws, to leave 
none of your enemies alive when you have 
l onqucrcd them, hut to look upon it as for 
your advantage to deftroy them all, left, if you 
permit them to live, you tafte of their manners, 
and thereby corrupt your own proper inftitu- 
tious. I alio do farther exhort you, to over¬ 
throw (heir altars and their groves, and what- 
loever temples tluy have among them, and to 
burn ail inch their nation and their very me- 
!n'o’'y with fire ; for by thefe means alone the 
•fifely of your own happy conflitutiou can be 
(irmly i'ecui'cd to you. And In order to pre¬ 
vent your ignorance of virtue, and the dege- 
nency of your nature into vice, I have alfo 
urd,lined yt;u laws, by divine fuggeftion, and 
a form of government, which -arc fo good, 
that if you regularly obferve them you will be 
elleemed ohall men the moH. happy.” 

3 . WitEN he had fpoken thus, he gave them 
the lawvs and the coidlitution of government 
written in a !>ook. Upon -wlrich the people fell 
'into tears, and appeared already touched with 
the fenfe that th.ey Ihould have a great want of 
their condudor, bccaufe they remembered what 
a number of dangers he had pafletl through, 
and what care he had taken of their preferva- 
tion ; they defponded about what would come 
upon them after fic was dead, and thought they 
(ht/uld never hiavc anolliei governor like him ; 
and feared that God would then take lefs care 
. of them vvlien Mofes was gAae, who ufed to 
mtcrcedc for them. Th^'^ alfo repented of 
what diey Iiad f^Ul,/ t>rc4'um in the wildcrnefs 
when tf^y weryj'angry, and w'crc in grief on 
thole acquits, infomuch, that the whole body 
of the people fell into.tears with fuch hltterncfs, 
^ that it ^vMs pall the jiovver of words to comfort 
them in their alHlftion. However, Moles gave 
tlicm fome gocdolalion; and by calling them 
off the thought how worthy he was of their 


weeping for him, he exhorted them to keep to 
that form of government he had given them ; 
and then the congregation was diHoIvcd at that 
lime. 

4 . AccoKDlKfJLY I fliall now firfl deferibe 
this form of government, Avhic;h was agreeable 
to the dignity and virtue of Mofes ; and ihall 
thereby inform thofe that read thefe Antiquities 
what our original fettlcinents were, and Hiall 
then proceed to the remaining hiflories. Now 
thofe fettlemeuls arc all Hill in writing, as he 
left them ; and we Ihall add nothing by way of 
ornament, nor any thing bcfides what Mofes 
left us, only wc ihall fo far innovate as to di- 
geft the leveral kinds of laws into a regular 
fylfcm ; for they were by him left in Avrilingas 
they AA'^cre accidentally Icattcred in tlieir deliv¬ 
ery, and as he upon enquiry had learned them 
of God. On which account I have thought it 
neceliary to })rcmile this ohferwation hel’ore- 
hand, left any of my own countrymen Ihould 
blame me, as havijig been guilty of an oHcncc 
herein. Now part of our conftitutiou will in¬ 
clude the laAvS that belong to our political Hate. 
As for thofe laws which Mofes left concerning 
our common converfatlon and intercouric one 
Avith anC'lher, I have rcl’crvcd that for a difeourfe 
concerning oiir manner of life, and the occa- 
iions of thofe laws, which I propofe to myfelf, 
with God’s afliftance, to write, after 1 have 
fmilhed the work I am iaoaa’’ upon- 

5. When you have pofleifed yourfelves of 
the land of Canaan, and have leifure to enjoy 
the good things of it, and when you have af- 
tcrAvurd (ictermined to build cities, if you avHI 
do what is plcaliug to God, you will have a 
fecure ftatc of happinefs. Let there he then 
one city of the laiul of Can.aan, and this lituatc 
in the moft agreeable place for its jy)odne:'s, and 
very eminent in i'.ftif, and let it be that Avhicli 
God ftlall choofe for himfeif, by prophetic re¬ 
velation. I.et there alfo be one tcirqile therein, 
and one altar, not reared of hcAva I'tom bul 
of fuch as you gatJicr together at raniiom ; aaIucI) 
Hones, when they arcAvlntcal over uith, morla.r. 
will luivc .:ui handloiiie appearauce, and he, 

I i'Can'u 
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beautiful to tbe fight. Let the afeent to it be 
* not by fleps, but by an acclivity of raifed 
earth. And let there be neither an altar, nor a 
temple, in any other city ; for God is but one, 
and the nation of the Hebrews is but one. 

6. He that blafpheineth God, let him be 
floned ; and let him hang upon a tree all that 
day ; and then let him be buried in an igno- 
•aninious and obfeure manner. 

7. Let thofe that live as remote as the 
bounds of the land which the Hebrews lhall 
polTefs come to that city where the temple lhall 
be, and this three times in a year, that they 
may give thanks to God for his former bene¬ 
fits, and may intreat him for thofe they lliall 
want hereafter; and let them, by this means, 
maintain a friendly correfpondence with one 
another, by fuch meetings and fcaftings toge¬ 
ther ; for it is a good thing for thole that are of 
the lame ftock, and under the fame inftitutions 
of laws, not to be unacquainted with each 
other; which acquaintance will be maintained 
by thus converfing together, and by feeing 
and talking with one another, and fo renew¬ 
ing the memorials of this union ; for if they 
do not thus converfe together continually, they 
will appear like meer ftrangers to one another. 

8 . Let there be taken out of your fruits a 
tenth, befidcs that which you have allotted to 
give to the priclls and Levites. This you may 
indeed fell in the country, but it is to be ufed 
in thofe fealls and facrificcs that are to be cele¬ 
brated in the holy city ; for it is fit that you 
livould enjoy thofe fruits of the earth which 
God gives you to poflefs, fo as may be to the 
honour of the donor. 

* This law, both here and Exod. xx. 25, 26. of not 
going up to God’s allor by ladder Jleps, hut on an acclivity, 
feems not to have belonged to the altar of the tabernacle, 
which wa6 in all hut three cubits high, Exod. xxvii. i. 
nor to that of Ezekiel, which was exprefsiy to be gone up 
(obvfteps, xiiii. 17. but rather to occafional altars of any 
conltdcrablc altitude, and largenefs; as alfo probably to 
■Solomon’s altar, to which it is here applied by Jofephus, 
as well as to that iii Zorobabcl’s and Herod’s temple^ which 
were, I think, all ten cubits high. See 2 Chron.Siy. i,. 
and Antiq. I’. VIII. chap. iii. § 7. The reafon why thefe 
temples, and thefe only, were to have this afeent on 
an acclivity, and not by fteps, is obvious, that before the 
invention of flarirs, fuch as we now ufe, decency could 
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9. You are not to offer facrifices out of the 
f hire of a woman which is an harlot; for the 
deity is not pleafed with any thing that arlfes 
from fuch abufes of nature ; of which fort none 
can be worfe than this proftitution of the body. 
In like manner no one may take the price of 
the covering of a bitch, either of one that is 
ufed in hunting, or in keeping of Ihecp, and 
thence facrifice to God. 

10. Let no one j: blafpheme thofe gods 
which other cities efteem fuch: Nor may any 
one fteal what belongs to ftrange temples; nor 
take away the gifts that are dedicated to any 
god. 

11. Let not any one of you -wear a gar¬ 
ment made of woollen and linen, for that is 
appointed to be for the priclls alone. 

12. When the multitude are aflembled to¬ 
gether unto the holy city for facrificing every 
Icventh year, at the fcafl: of tabernacles, let the 
high prieft ftand upon an high delk, whence 
he may be heard, and let him read the § laws 
to all the people: and let neither the women, 
nor the children, be hindered from hearing, 
no nor the fervants neither; for it is a good 
thing that thofe laws fliould be engraven in 
their fouls, and preferved in their memories, 
that fo it may not be polfible to blot them out, 
for by this means they will not be guilty of 
fin, when they cannot plead ignorance of 
what the laws have enjoined them. The laws 
alfo will have a great authority among them, 
as foretelling what they will fuffer if they break 
them; and imprinting in their fouls by this 
hearing what they command them to do, that 

fo 

not be otherwise provided for in the loofe garments which 
the priefts wore, as ^le law required. Sec Lanty of the 
Tabernacle and Tempiy. p. 444. 

f The hire of public ocfacred harlots was given to Ve¬ 
nus in Syria, as Lueian p. 878. and againlt 

fomc fucfi vile prafticc of the old iihilaters thisjt’aw fceins 
to have been made. ' 

The Apoftolical Gonftitutions, B. 11 . chap. xxvi. § 31. 
expound this law of Mofes, Exod. xxii. 28. Thou Jhalt not 
revile or blafpheme thegads^ of magillrates, which is a much ‘ 
more probable expofition than this of Jofephus, of heathen 
gods, as here, and againft Apion, B. II. chap. iii. § 4. 

J,-What book of the law was thus publicly read, fee the 
note on Antiq. B. X. chap. v. § 5. and i Efd. ix. 39,—55. 
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ib tliere may always be within their minds that 
mtention of the laws which they have dcfpifed, 
and broken, and have thereby been thb^eanfes 
of their own mifcliief. Let the children alfo 
learn the laws, as the firft thing they are taught, 
v/liieh. will be the bell thing they can be taught, 
and will be the caufe of their future felicity. 

13. Let every one comin^orate before 
God the benefits which he bellowed upon 
them at their deliverance out of the land of 
Egypt ; and this twice every day, both when 
the day begins, and when the hour of Hcep 
comes on ; gratitude being in its own nature a 
juft thing, and ferving not only by way of re- 
lui n for paft, but alfo by way of invitation of 
future favours. They are alfo to inferibe the 
principal bleffings they have received from God 
upon their * doors; and fhevv the fame re¬ 
membrance of them on their arms: as allb, 
they are to bear on their forehead, and their 
arm, thofe wonders which declare the power 
of God, and his good-nvill towards them, that i 
God’s readinefs to blefs them may appear every 
where confpicuous about them. 

14. Let there be feven men to judge f in 
every city, and thefc fuch as have been before ! 
moft zealous in the exercife of virtue and 
righteoufnefs. Let every judge have two officers 
allotted him out of the tribe, of Levi. Let 
thofe that are chofen to judge in the feveral 
cities be had in great honour; and let none 
be permitted to revile any others when thefe 
are prefent, nor to carry theinfelves in an in- 
folent manner to them; it being natural, that 
reverence towards thofe in high offices among 

* ‘Whether thefe phylafVeries, and other Jewith memo- 
.rials of the law here itientioned by j^eplms, and by Mo- 
fes (befides the fringes on the bop&rs of their garments, 
Numb. xv.‘37.) were literallv m' Jht by God, I much quef- 
ti6n. they have long obferved by the Pharifecs, 

and the Mlkbinical ws, is certain ; However, the Kara¬ 
ites, who tlij^ive not the unwritten traditions of the el¬ 
ders, but keep dofe to the written law, with jerom and 
^ Grotius, think they wtre not litfltally to be underftood; as 
Bernard and Rcland here take nptice. Nor indeed do I 
remember, that either in the .ancient books of the Old 
Teftament, or in the books we call Apocryphof there are 
any figns of fuch literal obfervations appearing among the 
Jews i though their real or myftical fignificadon, i. e. the 
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men Ibould procure men's fear and reverence 
towards God. Let thole that judge be per¬ 
mitted to determine according as tl.cy think 
to be right, unlefs any one can Ihcw that tliey 
have taken bribes, to the pcrverlion of juftice, 
or can alledge a^ty other actufaliou ugainll 
them, whereby it may appear they have palled 
an unjuft fentence ; for it is not fit that caufes 
fhouki be openly determined out of regard to 
gain, or to the dignify of the fiiiters, but that 
the judges ftiould elleem what is right before 
all other things; othervvife God will by that 
means be dcfpifed, and ellccmed inferior to 
thofe, the dread of wdmfe power has occalion- 
ed the unjuft fentence; fu 7 ' jujl'ue u thepvwer 
of God. He therefore that gratifies thofe in 
great dignity fuppofes them more potent than 
God himfelf. But if thefe judges arc unable 
to give a juft fentence, about the caul’cs tliat 
come before them (which cafe is not unfre- 
quent in human affairs) let them fend the 
caufe undetermined to the holy city, and there 
let the high prieft, the prophet, and the fanhe- 
drim, determine as it lliall feem good to them. 

15. But let not a finglc witnefs be cre¬ 
dited, but three, or twm at the leaft, and thofe 
fuch whofe teftimony is confirmed by their 
good lives. But let not the teftimony of X wo¬ 
men be admitted, on account of the levity and 
boldnefs of their fex. Nor let fervants be ad¬ 
mitted to give teftimony, on account of the 
ignobility of their foul; fince it is probable that 
they may not fpeak truth, either out of hope 
of gaiir, or fear of punifhment. But if any one 

be 

conftant remembrance and obfervatioii of the laws of Cod 
by Mofes, be frequently inculcated in all the facred wri¬ 
tings. 

f Here, as well as elfewhere, J 38; of his Life, j 14} 
and of the "War, B. II. ch. xx. § 5. arc but /evert judges 
appointed for fmall cities, inftcad of twenty-three in the 
modern 'Rabbins ; which modern Rabbins are always but 
of very little authority, in comparifon of our Jofephus. 

I I have iwver obferved elfewhere, that in the jewiflt 
government women were niU admitted as legal witnefles 
in courts of jultice. None of our copies of the Penta- 
teuett fay a word of it. It is very probable, lipwever, 
that this s#^as the expofition of the Scribes and Pharifees, 
and the pradice of the Jews in the days of Jofephus. 



124 


Book IV. 


ANTI (^U I T 1 E S O 

be believed to have borne falfe witnefs, let him, j 
when lie is convided, lufFcr all the very fame 
pimilhmcnts which he, againll whom he bore 
witnefs, was to have fuffcred. 

16 . Ip a murder be committed in any place, 
and he that did it be not found, nor is there 
any fafpicion upon one as if he had hated the 
man, and fo had killed him, let there be a very 
diligent enquiry made after the man, and re¬ 
wards propofecl to any who will difcover him : 
But if llill no information can be procured, let 
the maglftrate and fenate of thole cities that 
lie near the place in which the murder was 
committed, aflemble together, Ind'ttieafure the 
diftance from the place where fl?*, Idfeid body 
lies j then let themagiftrates ofthei&fefi city 
thereto purchafe an heifer, and- bring it to a 
valley, and to a place wherein there is no land? 
plowed, or trees planted, and let them cut the 
iinews of the heifer; then the priefts, and Le- 
vltes, and fenate of that city, lhall take water, 
and wafli their hands over the head of the hei¬ 
fer ; and they lliall openly declare, that their 
hands are innocent of this murder, and that 
they have neither done it thcinfelves, nor been 
affilling to any diat did it.. They lhall alfo 
hefeech* God to be merciful to them, that no 
fuch horrid fafl may any more be done in that 
land. 

17. Aristocracy, anul the way of living 
under it, is the bell conllitution : and may you 
never have any inclination to any other form 
of government; and may you.alvzays love that 
form, and have tlifi laws for your governors,, 
and govern all your adions according to them 
for you need no fupreme governor but God. 
But if you lhall defire a king, let him-be-One 

■of your own nation : let him be always care-, 
fn! of juftice, and other virtues, perpetually ; 
let him fubmit to tbe laws, and efteem God’s 
commands to be his highell wifdom; but let 
him do nothing without the high prieft,, and 
the votes of die fenators: let him not have a 
great number of wives, nor purlue abundance 
of riches, nor a multitude of horfes, whereby 
be may grow too proud to fubmit to. the laws. 
And if he affed any fucli things, let him be 


F THE J E W a 

reftrained, left he become fo potent that his 
Hate be inconfiftent with your welfare. 

it not be efteemed lawful to re¬ 
move boundaries* neither our x>wn, nor of 
thofe with whom we arc at peace. Have a 
care you do not take thofe land-marks, away, 
which arc, as it were, a divine and unftiakeu 
limitation of rights made by God himfclf, to 
laft for ever; fihee this going beyond limits, 
and gaining ground Upon others, is the occa- 
fion of wars and fedilions: for thofe that re¬ 
move boundaries are not far off an attempt to 
fubvCrt the laws. 

1.9. He that plants a piece of land, wliofe 
trees produce fruits before the fouith year, is 
not' to bring thence any firft-fruits to God, nor 
is he to make ufe of that fruit himfelf, for it 
is not produced in its proper feafon ; for when 
nature has a force put upon her at an unfea- 
fonable time, the fruit is not proper for God, 
nor for the mailer’s ufe ; but let the owner ga¬ 
ther all that is grown on the fourth year, for 
then it is in its proper feafon. And let him 
that has gathered it, cany it to the holy city, 
and fpend that, together with the tithe of his 
other fi-uits, in fealling with his friends, with 
the orphans, and the widows. But on the fifth. 
year the fruit is his own, and he. may ufe it as, 
he pleafes,. 

30 , Yotr are not to fdw a piece of land 
with feed .which- is planted with vines; for it 
is en@ugh' that it fupply nourilllment to that 
plant*, and- be not harralTed by plowing alfo. 
You! are to plow your land with oxen, and 
not to oblige other animals to come under the 
.fame yoke with them, but to till your land 
with thofe beafts that are of the fame kind with 
each other. Til,' feeds are alfo to be pure, and 
without mixture, Imd not to be compounded 
of two or three fortsTtiliWinature doqs not re¬ 
joice' in- the union of thin^- that ffe not in 
their own nature alike : nor are -ydu to permit 
beafts of different kinds to- gender together; 
for there is reafon to fear, that this unnaturaf 
abufe may extend from beafts of different kinds 
to men, though it takes its firft rife from evil 

prac- 
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pradiccs about fuch fmaller things. Nor is any¬ 
thing to be allowed, by imitation whereof any 
degree of fubverlion may creep into the confti- 
lution. Nor do the laws negl^ fmall matters, 
but provide tliat even thofe nSiay, he managed 
after an unblameable manner. ' 

21. Let not thofe that reap, and gather in 
the corn that is reaped, gather in the gleanings 
alfo ; but let them rather leave fome handfuls for 
thofe tliat are in want of the neceflaries of life,' 
that it may be a fupport and a fnpply to them, | 
bi order to their fubfiftence. In like manner, 1 
Avlien they gather their grapes, let them leave j 
fome fmaller bunches for tlic poor : and let 
them pafs over fome of the fruits of the olive 
trees, when tliey gather them, and leave them 
to be partaken of by thofe that haye none of 
their own ; for tlic advantage arifing from the 
exa(Sl collcdlion of all will not be fo confider- 


able to the owners, as will arife from the gra¬ 
titude of the poor. And God will provide, that 
the land lhall more wiHingly produce what fhall 
be for the nourilliment of its fruits, in cafe you 
do not meeriy take care of your own advantage, 
but have regard to the fupport of others alfo. 
Nor are you to mirzzle the mouths of the oxen, 
when they tread the ears of corn, in the threfh- 
ing floor; for it is not juft to reftrain our fel¬ 
low labouring animals, and thofe that work in 
order to its production, of this fruit of their 
labours. Nor are you to prohibit thofe that 
pafs by at the time when your fruits are ripe 
to touch them, but to give them leave to fill 
themfelrcs full of what you have; and this, whe¬ 
ther they be of your own country, or ftrangers, 
as being glad of the opportunity of giving them 
fome part of your n they are ripe ; 

but let it not be for them to 

carry any aw" i.nat gather the 

grapes^ a* .0 the wine-preflTes, 

reftraii\ .ley may meet from eat¬ 
ing of -c 18 unjuft, out of envy, to 

hinder ti Tnak delire it, to partake ofjike 

* This penalty of forty foA^es fave one here mentioned, 
and § 23.. was five times infliCled on St Paul hitnfcif by 
the Jews, 2 Cor, xi. 24.. ■ 

f jofephus’s plain and exprefs interpretation of this 
law of Mofes, Deut. xiv. 28, 29. xxvi. I2, isfe. that the 
Jews were bound every third year to pay three tithes, that 


1 


i 


good things that come into the world accord¬ 
ing to God’s will, and this while the feafon is 
at tlie Iieight, and is haftening away as it plea- 
fes God. Nay, if fome, out of bafhfulnefs, are 
unwilling-to touch thefe fruits, let them be en¬ 
couraged to take of them; I mean, thofe that are 
Ifraelites, as if they were themfelves the own¬ 
ers and lords, on account of the kindred there 
is between them. Nay, let them defire men 
that come from other countries, to partake of 
thefe tokens of fricndfhip which God has giv¬ 
en, in their proper feafon ; for that is not to be 
deemed as idly fpent, which any one out of 
kindnefs communicates to another,^, fince God 
beftows plenty of good things on men, not 
only for themfelves to reap the advantage, but 
alfo to give to others in a way of generofity ; 
and he is defirous, by this means, to make 
known to others, his peculiar kindnefs to the 
people of Ifrael, and how freely he communi¬ 
cates liappinefs to them^. while they abundant¬ 
ly communicate out of their great fuperfluities 
to even thefe foreigners alfo. But for hint 
that aCts contrary to this law, let him be beat¬ 
en with * forty ftripes fare one, by the public 
executioner ; let him undergo this puniflirnent, 
which is a moft ignominious one for a free¬ 
man, and this bccaufe he was fuch a flave to 
gain as to lay a blot upon his own dignity ; 
for it is proper for you who have had the expe¬ 
rience of the affliiffions in Egypt, and of thofe 
in the wildernefs, to make provifion for thofe 
that are in the like circumftances ; and while 
you have now obtained plenty yourfelves, 
through the mercy and providence of God, to 
diftribute the fame plenty, by the, like fyrnpa- 
thy, to fitch as ftand in need of it. 

22* Besides thofe two tithes,, which I have 
alfeady faid you are to pay every year, the one 
for the Levites, the other for the fcftivals, you 
are to bring every third year a f third tithe, to 
be diftributed to thofe that want; to women 

abb 

to the Levites, that for facrifices at Jcrufalem, and this 
for the indigent, the wiikiw, and the orjihanti, ia fully 
.confirmetl by the pradficc of good old Tobit, even when 
he was a c.^jitive at Aflyria, againft the rrpinion of the 
Rabbins, Tobit, chap. i. f 6 , 7, 8. 
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allb that are widows ; and to children that are 
orphans. But as to the. ripe fruits, let them 
cany that which is ripe firft of all unto the 
temple j and when they have blefled God for 
that land which bare them, and which he had 
given them for a poflellion; when they have 
alfo offered thofe facrifices which the law has I 
commanded to bring, let them give the firll 
fruits to the priefts. But when any one hath 
done this, and hath brought the tithe of all 
that he hath, together with thofe firft fruits that 
are for the Levites, and for the feftivals ; and 
when he is about to go home, let him ffand be¬ 
fore the hojyhoufe, and return thanks to God, 
that he hath delivered them from the injurious 
treatment they had in Egypt, and hath given 
them a good land, and a large, and lets them 
enjoy the fruits thereof j and when he has 
openly teftified that he hath fully paid the 
tithes [and other dues] according to the law 
of Mofes, let him intreat God that he will be 
fever merciful and gracious to him; and con¬ 
tinue fo to be to all the Hebrews, both by pre- 
ferving the good things which he hath already 
given them, and by adding what it is ftill iff his 
power to beftow upon them. 

23. Let the Hebrews marry, at the age fit 
for it, virgins that arc free, and horn of good 
parents. And he that does not marry a vir¬ 
gin, let him not corrupt another man’s wife, 
and marry her, nor grieve her former hulband. 
Nor let free men marry flaves, although their 
affections fliould ftrongly bias any of them* fo 
to do ; for it is decent, and for the dignity of 
the perfons themfelves, to govern thofe their 
affe<ftions. And farther, no one ought to mar¬ 
ry an harlot, whofe matrimonial oblations, 
arifing from the proftitution of. her body, God 
will not receive; for by thefe means the dilpo^* 
fitions of the children will be liberal and virtu¬ 
ous ; I mean, when they are not born of bafe 

*' ’r\\c{ctokitisof. 'vit'gimty, zs\ht Hebrew and Septua- 
pint ftiie them, Deut. xxii. 15, 17, 20. teem to me very 
tliflerent hom later interpreters fuppofe. They 

appear been fuch clofe linen garments as 

were iijAer pu¥,y^’^irginsj after a certain ago, till they 
M'cre rhavriedjjnit before witnefles, and which, while they 
wxre entire. Were certain evidences of fuch virginity. See 


parents, and of the luftful conjundion of fudi 
as marry women that arc not free. If any one 
has been efpoufed to a woman as to a virgin, 
and does uot-j^erwards find her fo to be, let 
him bring; and accuie her, and let 

liim make ufe- of fuch * indications to pi:ove 
his accufation as he is furniftied withal ; and 
let the father or the brother of the damfcl, or 
feme one that is after them neareft of kin to 
her defend her. If the damfel obtain a fen- 
tence in her favour, that fire had not been 
guilty, let her live with her hufband that ac- 
! cufed her ; and let him not liave any farther 
i power at all to put her away, unlefs fee give 
I him very great occafions of fufpicion, and fuch 
as can be no way ebntradided. But for him 
that brings an accufation and calumny againft; 
: his wife, in an impudent and ralh manner, let 
i him be puniftied by receiving forty ftripcs lave 
I one, and let him pay fifty fhekels to her father: 
j But if the damfel be convided, as having been 
! corrupted, and is one of the common people, 

I let her be ftoned, becaufe fee did not preferve 
: her virginity till fee were lawfully married ; 
but if fee were the daughter of a prieft, let 
her be burnt alive. If any one has two wives, 
and if he greatly refped and be kind to one 
of them, either out of his affedion to her, or 
for her beauty, or for feme other reafon, while 
the other is of lefs efteem with him ; and if 
the fon of her that is beloved be the younger 
by birth than an another born of the other 
wife, hut endeavours to obtain the right of pri¬ 
mogeniture from-his father’s kindnefs to his 
mother, and would thereby obtain a double 
portion of his father’s fubftance (for that dou¬ 
ble portion is what I have allotted him in the 
laws) let not this i 2 permitted; for it is unjuft, 
thaf he who is the elder by birth, feould be 
deprived of what is due to him, on the father’s 

dif- 

^ ro 

tlitfe Antiq. B. VII. chap. viii. { xiii. i8. Ifaiah 

vi. I. Jofephus here determines nothing what were thefe 
particular tokens ^ virginity or of corruption ; perhaps, he 
thought he could not cahly deferibe them to the hea¬ 
thens, without faying what they might have thought a 
breach of modefty; which feeraing breach of modefty 
laws cannot always wholly avoid. 
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difpofuion of liis cft.Uc, becaufc Ills niotlKr 
was not equally regarded hy him. Me that 
hath corrupted a damfel eipouied to another 
man, in cale he' had her cemfent, let hotli him 
-^nd her be ptit to death, ior they are both, 
ecjuallv guilty, the man becaule he perfuaded 
theW’. ;n.m willingly to jubmit to a moil impure 
:!v:l;o.!, and to [irefer it to lawful wetllock, the 
vooman bcc.nile ihe was ])crhiaded to yield her- 
feli to he corrupted, cither for j)]calure, or for 
ram. llowevcr, it a man light on a woman 
when die is alone, and forces her, where jio- 
body \>as ptaieut to come to her ailillance, let 
iiid'' only he put t{) death. Let him that lialh 
'■f)rru]>L...1 ;i vhy’.n not yet clpoided marry her; 
but ii the father (.f the damlel he not willing- 
that die i'hould he liis w'ile, let him p:iy hlty 
theke’s as tlie ’priee ol’ her proftitution. lie 
that delires to lie divorced from his wile for 
* any caule wnatfoever (and many ha-li canfes 
liappcn among men) let him in wuitiiig give 
allurance that he will never ufe her as his wife 
any more; for hy thefe means flic may he at 
iiherty to marry another hufband, althougli 
before this bill of divorce be given, ihe is net 
pcniiittcd io to do : But if flic he miiufed b'c 
him alio; or if, w'hen he is dead, lier hrli hul- 
b.'tnd would marry her agaiull:, it fliall not he law¬ 
ful for her to returii to him. If a woman’s liuf- 
baud die, and leave her without children, let 
bis brother marry her ; and let him call the 
ton that is borti to him by his brother’s name, 
and educate him as the heir of his inheritance ; 
for this procedure will he for the benefit of the 
public, hecaufe thereby families will not fail, 
and the effate will continue among the kin¬ 
dred ; and this will be for the folace of w'ives 
under their affliction, that tb'/y are to he mar¬ 
ried to the ne.xt relations th.eir former huf- 
bands. But- if theJ:,-Wiier wdll not marry her, 
let the X^oman dome hefove the fenate, and 
protell op'i?]y^that this brother wall not ad¬ 
mit her for tny Hidfe., b ut will injure the mc- 
'mory of his deccafed brother, wdiile flie is wil- 

* Tlicfo words of Jofcplins are very like thofc of tlic 
rii.irifccs Io our Saviour upon this very fubjecfl, Matt. \iK. 
3. Is it Liivful for a man to put aivay kis ivtfe for every 
caufr ? 
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I ce.dcd.” And then lei him r,o c.vcy out fi.' 
the fenate, and hear tins rej'i oc.-, !i u]',cn him 
all his lile hmg ; and let Iier n..u ry to 'vvluv.n 
I (he pleal'es, of I’ucli as icek her iii marriage. 
But now, if any man take capdive, eitiier .1 vtr - 
ein, or one that hath h. .m 1 :nan j :d, iml has 
a mind to marry her, iet Imn md l',e a.ilowed 
to bring h.er tt) bed to If.m, or !(> live \vith Iicr 
as his wife, before fhe h.uli her head iltaven, 
and hath put on her mourning habit, ,md !.i 
mentetl licr i^latii ms and friends tlr.it vtic 
flain in the I)attle ; that hv tlude msar.s (h*- 
may- give vent to her haTi-w fur tio.m, .'iinl 
i after tliat may hetttke herldl to i'alliiig, ami 
matrimony ; for it is goot! for him wl.ri takes 
a w'oman in order to have eliildicn Ity her, t" 
he compiaifant to 1 ki inelinatiDUS, .md im 
mceriy' to jnirtue his i/wn pleaiure, -vinic jhc 
hath no ivgaid to vvha.t » , agreeai ie to her. 
But when thirty d.ivs a.re pail, as t)ic time of 
mourning (lor fo many are luiiieirrt tc< pru¬ 
dent perions for lamentiitg; the dcared friends) 
then let them jiroce^tl to the tnaniage ; hut 
in caie, wdien he hath fatislieel his Inli, he he 
too proud to retain lier for his wile, kt hifn 
j not have it in his jiower to make her a !i?,ve ; 

I hut let her go aweiy wlnthcr flic pleales, and 
I have that privilege of a free w-omau. 

I 24. As to thole y'oung men that derptic 
! their parents, and do not pay th.em honc.ur, 

I hut offer them aJfronts, eitlier heea.ide th.ey are 
afhamed of them, or think thcudelves wiler 
than they; in the firfl plae.c, let their irirents 
adinonilh them in words (for they are hy na- 

tuie 

f Here it Is fuppofed, tint tins cspiivi ’. Lufleind, ii (’a- 
were before a married vvoimii, w.is dc.i.i beioic, ori abcr 
was flail! ill this very battle, otheiwifc il would liave beeri 
‘ adultery iu hint that married h a . 
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fare of authority liifFicicnt for Ijecominj^; their 
jiidges) and let them fay tims to them; “ T’hat 
they cohabited together, not lor the fake of 
ploalure, nor for the augmentation of thcirrichcs, 
by joining botli tlicir Hocks together, but tluit 
they might liave children, to take care of tliem 
in their old age, and might by tltem have what 
they then (hon'id want.” And fay farther to 
liim, “ Tluit when thou wail born, wc took 
thee ii]') with gladnefs, and gave God the great- 
clt thanks for thee, and brought thee up witli 
great care, and ipared lor r.othing that appear¬ 
ed ufcful for thy prefervation, ami for thv in- 
flrudlioii in what was moil excellent. And 
now, lince it is rcafonable to forgive tlie iins 
of thofe that ate young, let it iufHce thee to 
have given fo mariy indications of tjiy con¬ 
tempt of us, reform thyfelf, and acl more vvilc- 
ly for tlic time to come; coniidcring that God 
is difplealed with thofe that are iniolcnt to¬ 
wards their parents, becaiife lie is hlmiclf the 
father of tlic whole race of mankind, and fecins 
to bear part of that dlllionour vdiicb fails upon 
thofe that have the fime name, when they do 
not meet with due returns from their children. 
And on Inch the law inilidls inexorable puniih- 
ment; of which pnnillimcnt mayefl thou ne¬ 
ver have the experience !” Now if the Info- 
lence of young men he thus cured, let them 
elcajic the reproach which their former errors 
deierved ; for by tills means the lawgiver will 
appeiir to lie .good, and [larents happy, while 
they never beliold cither a ion or a daiigiiter 
brought to pmiiJhment. But If it happen that 
tluie words, and inilrndlions conveyed by them, 
in onler to reclaim the man, appear to lie ufe- 
leis, then the offender renders the laws impla- 
cable enemies to the infolencc he has offered 
Ills parents ; let liim therefore be * brought 
forth, by thefe very parents, out of the city, 
with a multitude following him, and let him 
be Honed ; and when he has continued there 
lor one whole day, that alt the people may 
fee him, let him he buried in the night; And 
thus it is, that we bury all whom the laws 

* Sec Herod tlic Groat iiilifting, on the execution of 
thi^. law, with rcLxtiou to two of his oivn funs, before the 


condemn to die, upon any account wliaf- 
loever.# Let our enemies that fail in battle he 
alfo buried ; nor let any one dead body he 
above ground, or iiiffcr a punllhmctit beyond 
what jtillice rctjuircs. 

2 ^. LiiT no one lend to any one of t!ic 
Hebrews upon uftiry, neither ufury of what is 
eaten or wliat is drunken, lor it is not ju'l to 
make advantage oi' the naisfortunes of one of 
thy own countrymen; hut when thou liall 
l)cen aihllant to his neeelhties, think it thy gain, 
il' tlion ohtaincll their gratitude to line, ami 
withal that reward wdiich will come to thee 
from Got!, lor thy Immanity towards him 

26. Those who have borrowed .'Timer fil- 
ver, or any lort of fruits, whether dry or wet 
(1 mean this, when the lewiflr affairs ihall, by 
the hlelfuig of fiod, he to their own mind) 
let the borrowers bring them again, and rellorc 
them xvith plealure to thole who lent tliem, 
laying them up, as it were, in their own trea- 
lurics, and pillly exjK'ffing to receive tlient 
tiienee, if they Ihall want them again. But if 
they he without lhamc, and do not rcHore it,, 
let not the lender go to the borrowti’s houi'c, 
and take a pledge himlelf, before judgment be 
given concerning it, but let him rcquiim the 
pledge, and let the debtor bring it of himfelf, 
without the Icall oppohlion to him that comes 
upon liim under the protection of the law. 
And if he that ga,ve the pledge be rich, let the 
creditor retain it till what he lent he paid him 
again ; but if He be poor, let him that takes it 
return it before the going down of the fun, 
efpecially if the pledge he a garment, that the 
debtor may have it for a covering in Ids fleep, 
God himfelf naturally {hewing mercy to the 
poor. It is alfo ypt lawful to take a mil done, 
nor any utenfil the\'|to belonging, for.a, pledge, 
that the debtors may nov V t^eprlved of inftru- 
ments to get their food withal, and Iq^' they be 
undone by their neceffity. / 

j 27 . Let death be t}\e ny^inTment for fteal- 
j ing a man; but he that hath purloined gold 

or 

judges at Berytus, Antiq. B- XVI. ch. ii. 5 2. 
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or filver, let him pay double. If any one kill 
a man that is Healing foincthing out' of his 
houi’c, let him be cltcemed guiltlefs, although 
the man were only breaking in at the. wall, 
la;!: him that hath ftolen cattle pay four-fold 
V, hat is loft, excepting the cafe of an ox, for 
wliioh let the thief pay five-fold. Let him that 
is fo poor that he cannot pay what inuldt is laid 
upon him, be his fervaut to whom he was 
adjudged to pay it. 

28. it' any one be fold to one of his own 
nation, let him I'ervc him fix years, and on the 

•nth let him go free: But if he Lave a fon 
■'-iervant, in his purchalcr’s houfe, 
t of his good-will to his maf- 
. itural afTcAion to his wife and 

children, . -11 be his fervant Hill, let him be 

fet I'rcc only at the coming of the year of Ju- 
oilcc, which is the fiftieth year, and let him 
take away with him his children and wife, and 
let them be free alfo. 

29. If any one fiyd gold or filvcr on the 
I'oad, let him enquire after him that loft it, and 
make proclamation of the place where he found 
it, and then reftore it to him again, as not 
thinking it right to make his own profit by the 
lofs of another. And the fime rule is to be 
obferved in cattle found to have wandered a- 
way into a lonely place. If the owner be not 
prefcntly difeovered, let him that is the finder 
keep it with himlelf, and appeal to God, that 
he has not purloined v;liat belongs to ano¬ 
ther. 

30. It is not lawful to pafs by any beaft that 
is in diftrefs, when in a florin it is fallen down 
in the mire, but to endeavour to preferv^e it, as 
having a fympathy with it in its pain. 

'^r. It is alfo a duty t^ ftiew the roads to 
thole vyJaq do not knoyy' them, and not to 

* Phik) and others ajrpcar to have underftood this law, 
F.xod. xxi.t}22, 23. better than Jofephus; who feems to 
allow, thai'-^l^U^h the infant in the mother’s womb, 
even after the moawL'', were quick, and fo the infant had a 
'• rational foul, were kiTleii &y the ftroke upon the mother 
^ct, if the motherefcapc<l, the offender Ihonid only be fmeil, 
and not put to death ; wliile tlie law feems rather to 
mean, that if tlic infant in that cafe he killed, though tire 
mother cfcape, the offender muff be put to death, and not 
only when the motlier is killed, as Jofephus Uiidcritood it. 


efteem it a matter for fport, when we hinder 
others advantages, by felling them in a wrong 
way. 

32. In like manner let no one revile a ptr- 
fon lilind or dumb. 

33. If men Itrivc together, and there He no- 
inftrument of iron, let him that is fmitten be 
avenged immediately, by iuiruiiing the lame 
puniihmcnt on him that finote him : But if 
when he is carried home he lie fick many days, 
and then die, let him that fmote him cfcape 
puuiihment; hut if he that is fmitten cfcape 
death, and yet be at great cxpence for his cure, 
the liniter lhall pay for all that has been ex¬ 
pended during the time of his fickncls, and for 
all that he has paid the phyliciah. Fie that 
kicks a woman with child, fo that the woman 
* mifearry, let him pay a line in money, as the 
judges diall determine, as having diminilhed 
the multitude by the dcllrudlion of what was 
in her womb; and let money alfo be given 
the woman’s hufband by him that kicked 
her ; but if ibe die of the ftroke, let him alfo 
he put to death ; the law judging it equitable 
that life lliould go for life. 

34. I.KT no one of the Ifraelitcs keep any 
f poifon that may catife death, or any other 
harm ; but if he be caught with it, let him be 
put to death, and fuffer the very fame mifehief 
that he would have brought upon them for 
whom the poifon was jircpared. 

35. He that maimeth any one, let him un¬ 
dergo the like himrcif, and be tlejirlved of 
the fame member of which he hath deprived 
the other, J unlcfs he that is maimed wull ac¬ 
cept of money inftcad of it ; for the law makes 
the fufferer the judge of the value of w'hat he 
hath fuffered, and permits him to eftimate it, 
unlefs he will be more feverc. 

It feems this wasthc expofition of the Pharifecs in the days, 
of Jofephus. 

f What wc render a ivifch, according to our modern no¬ 
tions of kuilchcrcift, Pxod. xxii. 18. Philo and Jofeplnis uii- 
derftood of a poifancr, or one who attem])fcd, by fccrct 
and unlawful drugs or philtra, to take away th^; Icnfes or 
the lives of men. 

J Thi.s permiilion of redeeming this penalty witli money 
is not in our copies, Exod. xxi. 22, 25. Levit. xxiv. 20. 
Deat. xix..2i.. 
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36. Let him that is the owner of an ox 
■which puhictli with his Imrn kill him; hut if 
he pulhes and gores any one in the threlhing- 
fioor, let him he put to death by (toning, and 
ict him not he tlionght fit for food : Lut if his 
owugr he couvidfed as having known what his 
nature was, and hath not kept him up, let him 
allb he put to death, as being tlic occalion of! 
tlte ox’s having killeil a man. But if the ox 
hath killed a man-fervant, or a maid-fervant, 
let him be Honed; and let the owner of tlie 
ox * pay thirty ihckels to the mailer of him 
that was fiain : But if it he an ox tliat is thus 
fmlttcu and killed, let both the oxen, that 
which fmotc the other, and that wluch was 
killed, be fold, and let the owners of them di¬ 
vide their price between them. 

Let thofc that dig a well or a pit be 
careful to lay planks over them, and fo keej) 
them Huit up, not in order to hinder any perfons 
from drawing water, but that there may be no 
danger of falling into them: But if any one’s 
bealt fall into fueh a well or pit, thus digged, 
and not flaut up, and perina, let the owner pay 
its price to the owner of the bead. Let there 
be a battlement round the tops of your houfes 
inllcad of a wall, that may prevent any perfons 
from rolling down and perilhing. 

3X. [t.t him that has received any thing 
in trull for anotlwr take care to keep it as a 
iacred and divine thing; and let no one invent 
any contrivance whereby to deprive him that 
hath intruflcdit with him of the fame, and this 
rvluaher he be a man or a woman, no not al¬ 
though he or five were to gain an immenfe fum 
of gold, and this wdiere he cannot he conviClcd 
of it by any body ; for it is fit that a man’s 
own coid'cienec, which knows what he hath, 
fliould in all cales oblige him to do well. Let 
this confcicnce be his witnefs, and make him 
always ad fo as may procure him commenda¬ 
tion from others ; but let him chiefly have re¬ 
gard to Cod, from whom no wdeked man can 
lie concealed : But if he in whom the tnift 
was repofed, vvitliout any deceit of his own, 

* Wc may Imre note, that 30 fliekels, the price our 
Saviour was fold for by Judas to the Jews, Matt. xvvi. 


lofc what he was intrufted withal, let him 
come before the feven judges, and fwcar by 
God, that nothing hath been loft willingly, or 
with a wicked intention, and that he hath not 
made‘life of any part thereof, and fo let him 
depart without blame ; but if he hath made 
life of the leaft part of wdiat was comniiued to 
him, and it he loft, let him be condemned to 
repay all that he had received, after tlie lame 
manner as in thefc trufts it is to be, if anv one 
defraud thofc that undergo bodily labour for 
him. And let it he always remembered, that 
wo are nor to defraud a poor man of Ids wages, 
as being (enlihle that Cod has allotted i('.Jc 
wages to him inllcad of land, and othv. po(E il 
fions ; nay, this payment is not at all to he de¬ 
layed, hut to he made that very clay, hnee 
God is not willing to deprive the labourer of 
the immediate ufc of what he hath laboured 
for. 

I 39. You are not to punifti children for the 
faults of their parents, hut on account of their 
t own virtue, ratficr to vouchfafe them commi- 
feration, hecaufe they were born of wicked 
parents, than hatred, liecaufe they were Iiorn 01 
j bad ones : Nor indeed ought wc to impute the 
fm of children to their farliers, while young 
perfons indulge thcmfelves in many pradices 
different from what they have been inftruded 
in, and this by their proud refufal of fuch in- 
ftrudion. 

40. Let thofc that have made themfelvcs 
eunuchs be had in dctellation ; and do yon a- 
I void any converfation w'itli them, wlio have 
deprived thcmfelves of their manhood, and of 
that fruit of generation which God has given 
to men for the increalc of their kind : Let fuch 
be driven avv'ay, as if they had killed, their 
children, fince they'=^ieforc-hand have Jolt what 
fliould procure thenC evident''it is, that 
while their foul is become c'flcmin?te, they 
have withal transfufed that effemip"''y to their 
body alfo. In like manner dlGyou treat ail 
that is of a monflrous nature wdien it is looked 

on ; 

15. xxvii. 3. -was the old value of a bought fervant, or 
flave, among tliat people. 
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on ; nor is it lawful to * geld either men or 
any other animals. 

41. Let this be the conftitution of your 
political laws in time of peace 5 and God will 
he lb merciful as to preferve this exceUent fet- 
tlcment free from difturbance : And may that 
time never come which may innovate any 
thiiig-, and change it for the contrary. But 
liiice it muft needs happen that mankind fall 
into troubles and dangers, either,undefignedly ' 
or intentionally, come let us make a few con- | 
flitutions concerning them, that fo being ap- 
p'ifed before-hand what ought to be done, 
you may have falutary counfeLs ready when 
want tl. m, and may not then be obliged 
to go to feek.what is to be done, and fo Be un- 
providedf and fall into dangerous circumftanccs. 
May you be a laborious people, and cxcrcife 
your fouls in virtuous actions, and thereby 
poiTcfs and inherit the land without wars, 
while neither any foreigners make war upon, it, 
and fo afflift you, nor any internal feditio'n ; 
fcize upon it, whereby you may do things 
that are contrary to your fathers, arftl fo loi’e 
the laws which they have eftablithed. And 
may you continue irl the obfervation of thofc 
laws which God hath approved of, and hath 
delivered to you. Let all fort of warlike ope¬ 
rations, w'hether they b^al you ru|yv in your 
own time, or hereafter in Hhi^'finies-of your 
pofterity, be done out of .youtj^own border ; 
But when you are about to go to war, fend 
ambaflages and heralds to thofe who are your 
voluntary enfemies, for it is a thing to 
make ufc of words to theth before you cOme to 
your weapons ofwvar; and afliire them thejre- 
by, that although you have a numerous •aray, 
with horfes, and weapons, -and abpW tliiefe, j 
a God m.j’-qiful to you, alS)/ ready to iffift you, 1 
ymu do how<?Vewder3i4 them riot t© cofepel you 
to fight againft them, nor to take from them ' 
what they ii^^^,, which will indeed be out gaSt, 
but what they ^Wa^we noTeafon to 5 w^i|h'|^e 
ihould take to cmrfelves. And if&ey lie 

* This law acaihft caftrationi even of hroteSy is faid to 
be fo riprous etfewhePB, deiith?ea;iiij^ that docs 

it, which feems only a pharifakad interpretation in the 
days of lofephus of that lavy, Levit. xxi. 20. and xxii. 24. 


to you, it wU be proper for 5'outo keep peace 
with them; but if they truft on their cv.u 
ftrength, as fuperior to yours, and will not do 
you juftice, lead your army againll; them, 
making ufe of God as your fiiprcmc corn- 
mandcr, but ordaining for a lieutcnaitt under 
him 01)^ that is of the greatefi courage among 
you ; for -thefe different commamlcrK, befule:') 
the^f being'an ohduclc to ad ions that arc to be 
done on the fiulden, arc a diiadva-ntage to ti;ofe 
that make ufe of them. Lead an army, pure, 
and of chofen men, compofed of all fucK as 
have extraordinary llrcngth of body, and har- 
dinefs of foul; but do you fend away the limcr- 
ous part, left they run away in the time of ac¬ 
tion, and fo afford,'an advantage to your ene¬ 
mies. Do’you alfo give leave to thofe that 
- have lately built them honfes, and have not 
yet lived in them a year’s time; and to thofe 
that hayc planted thepr vitieyards, and have 
1 ;not.yet been partakers of their fruits, to cominne 
in their oWn country; as well as thole ali'o 
; who have betrothed or lately married them 
wives, left they have fuch an affedlion for thtle 
things, that they be too fparing of their lives, 
and ,by referving themfeives for there enjoy- 

• ments, they become voluntary covrards [on ac¬ 
count of their wives.] - 

42. When you have pitched your camp, 
take care that you do nothing that is cruel. 
And when you are engaged in a fiege, and want 
timber for the making of warlike engines, do 
not you render the land naked hf cutting down 
trees that bear &uit, bub fpare them, as con- 
■fidering thatfthey were made for the ,'acneiit of 
men; and that if they could fpeak, they v. ould 
have: a juft plea, againll yoii, hecaufc, though 
: they are not occafiona of the war, they are un- 
: juftly treated, and fuffer in it, and would, if 
' they,W;ere,able, remove themfeives into anotlier 
[land.;.,''When you have beaten your enemies 
in :..batf|fe; .flay thofe that have fought againft 
ypfi;; bdt preferve the others alive, that they 

i , - ■ , 

• may liepce obferve, tliat 6hc Jews could then 
: hi^ no oxen which wesgeh, but only bulls, and cows, 

itt. Judea. 
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may pay you tribute, excepting the nation of 
the Canaanites; for as to that people, you mull 
entirely cleftroy them. 

45. Take care, elpccially in your ba.t^les, 
that no wonaan ufe the habit of a man, nor man, 
the garment of a woman. 

44. This, was the form of political gm''ern- 
ment which was left us by Mofes. Moreover, 
he had already delivered laws in writm|L in 
the fortieth year [after they came out of E- 
gypt] concerning which wc will rfifeourfe in 
another book. But nov/, on the following 
days (for he called them to affemble continu¬ 
ally) he delivered blcffings to-them, and curfes 
upon thofe that live according to the laws, but 
Biould tranfgrefs the duties that were determi¬ 
ned for them to obferve. After this he read to 
them a poetic fong, which was compofed in 
hexameter verfe; and left it to them in the 
holy book : it contained a prediAion of what 
Was to come to pafs afterward. Agreeably 
whci'eto all things have happened all along, 
and do dill happen to us ; and wherein he has 
not at all deviated from the truth. According¬ 
ly he delivered thefe books to the f priefts, 
with the ark ; into vriiieh he allb put the ten 
commandments, written in two tables. He 
delivered to them the tabernacle alfo: and ex¬ 
horted the people, that when they had con- 
tniered the land, and were fettled in it, they 
lliould not forget the injuries of the Ama- 
lekites, hut make war againft them, and infliift 
punilhment upon them for wliat mifehief titey 
did them when they w'ere in the wiklernefs: 
and that when they had got pofieflion of the 
land of the Canaanites, and'when they had de- 
ftroyed the whole multitude of its inhabkants, 
as they ought to do, tliey fhould ered an altar 
that flrould face the riling fun, not far from the 
city of Shechem, between the two mountains, 
that of Gerizrim, fituate ©n the right hand, 
and that called Kba!^ on the* left; and that the 
army Ihould be fo divided, that fix tribes fhould 

* Thefe laws feem to be thofe above-.inentionetl J 4. 
this claptcr. 

■j- What laws were now dcIiveTed^to-tlie prieCs, fei the 

r'r-yf/* nt\ Antin. R. Tit. rlmr*. t. <5 T. 


ftand upon eaA. of the two mountains, and 
with them the Levites, and the priells. And 
that firft, thofe that were upon mount Gerizim 
I fhould pray for the beft bleffings upon thol'c 
vriio were diligent about the worfhip of God, 
and the obfervation of his laws, and who did 
not reje6: what Mofes had faid to them • wdiile 
the other wifhed them all manner of happinef's 
alfo ; And when thefe laft put up the like pray¬ 
ers, the former praifed them. After this, cur¬ 
fes were denounced tipon thofe that fhould 
tranfgrefs thofe laws, they anfwering one ano¬ 
ther alternately, by way of conf’* ’" 
what had been faid. Mofes allc 
bleffings, and their curfes, tha 
learn them fo thoroughly, that they i .. ^. 

be forgotten by length of time. And when he 
was ready to die, he wrote thefe blcffings and 
. curfes upon the altar, on each fide of it; 
where he fays alfo the people flood, and then 
facrificed, and offered burnt-offerings, thougli 
after that day they never offered upon it any 
other facrificc, for it was not lawful fo to do. 
Thefe ate the conftitutions of Mofes ; and the 
Hebrew nation ftill live according to them. 

45. On the next day Mofes called the peo¬ 
ple together, with the women and children, 
to a congregation, fo as the very, Haves were 
prefent alfo, that they might engage them,.- 
felves to the obfervfation of thefe laws by an 
©atli; and that duly confidering the meaning 
of God in+thera, they might net, eitlier for fa¬ 
vour of their kindred, of out of fear of any one, 
or indeed for any motive whatfoever, think any 
thing ought to be preferred to thefe laws, and 
fo might tran%fefs them, .That in cafe any 
one of their otvn blood, or any city, fliould .at¬ 
tempt to confound of diffolve their conftitution 
of government, they fliould take vengeance 
upon them^ both an iii ^uprah'sJnd each per- 
fon in particular; and when they had conquer¬ 
ed them,, fhould overturn their c>«/ to the very 

, founda- 

^ Of the exa£t't>l^ce where this altar was to be built, 
whether pcjrer mount Gerizim or mount Ebal, according 
to Jbfephusi fee Eflay on tfae OW Tcftamcnt, p. 168,-— 
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foundations, and, if poflibre, fiiould not leave 
the leaft footfteps of fuch madnefs : But that if 
they were not able to take fuch vengeance, they 
Ihould Bill demonftrate, that what was done 
was contrary to their wills. So the multitude 
bound themfclves by oath fo to do. 

4b. Moses taught them alfo by what means 
their facrifices might be the moft acceptable to 
God; and how they Ihould go forth to war, 
making ufe of* the ftones [in the high prieft’s 
breafl-plate] for their diredion, as I have be¬ 
fore fignificd. Joflvua alfo prophefied while 
Mofes was prefent. And when Mofes had re¬ 
capitulated whatfoever he had done for the pre- 
'"'■watioi. '^^the people, both in their wars, and 
in peace, and had compofed them a body of 
laws, and procured them an excellent form of 
government, be foretold, as God had declared 
to him, That “ if they tranfgrefTed that inftitu- 
tion for the worflrip of God, tliey fhould ex¬ 
perience the following miferies: their land 
ihould be full of weapons of war from their 
enemies, and their cities fhould be overthrown, 
and their temple fliould be burnt j that they 
flrould be fold for flaves to fuch men as would 
have no pity on them in their afflidions ; that 
they would then repent, when that repentance 
would no way profit them under their fuffer- 
ings. Yet, faid. he, will that God who found¬ 
ed your nation, reftore your cities to your ci¬ 
tizens, with your temple alfo; and you fhall 
lofe thefe advantages not once only, but often.” 

47. Now when Mofes had encouraged Jo- 
Ihua to lead out the army againft the Canaan- 
ites, by telling him that, God would aflift him 
in all his undertakings,, and had bleffed the 
whole multitude, he faid, “ Since I am.going 
to my forefathers, and God has determined, 
that tbi« Ihould be the day of my departure to 
them, I reiaf?3..bijtvthanks whili^l amitill alive, 

* Since J/)fepKus aflures us .here,, as is moft naturally 
to be fuppofeu,\.f^^as the Septuagiat gives the text, Deut. 
xxxiii. 6. that Moie's.’L' 'jSkA every one of the tribes of Ifiael, 
it is evident that Simeon was not omiftftd in hiS copy^ as 
it unhappily now is, both ia our HebtsW,and Samaritan 
copies. >■. 

f Dr Bernard well obferves here, hoty Unfortunate this 
ncglcA of coufulting the Urim was to Jofliua himfclf, in 
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and prefent with you, for that providence he 
hath exercifed over you, which hath not only 
delivered us from the miferies we lay under, 
but hath beftowed a Hate of profperity upon us ; 
as alfo, that he hath affdled me in the pains I 
took, and in all the contrivances I had in'my 
care about you, in order to better your condi¬ 
tion, and hath on all occafions fliewn liimfclf 
favourable to us ; or rather he it was who firif 
conduded our affairs, and brought them to an 
happy conclufion, by making ufe of me as a 
vicarious general under him, and as a minidcr 
in thofe matters wherein he was willing to do 
you good ; On which account I think it pro¬ 
per to blcfs that divine power which will take 
care of you for the time to come, and this 
in order to repay that debt which I owe him, 
and to leave behind me a memorial that wc 
arc obliged to worfhip and honour him, and 
to keep thofe laws which are the moll: excellent 
gift of all thofe he hath already beftowed upon 
us, or wliich, if he continue favouralile to us, 
he will beftow' upon us hereafter. Certainly, 
an human Icgiflator is a terrible enemy,' when 
his laws are affronted, and are made to no 
purpofe. And may you never experience tliat 
diljftcafurc of God which will be the confe- 
quence of the negled of thefe bis laws, which 
he, who is your Creator, hath given you.” 

48. When Mofea. had fpoken thus at the 
end of his life, and had foretold what would 
befal to f every, one of their tribes afterward, 
with the addition of a Hefting to them, the 
multitude fell into tears, infomuch, that even 
the women,.by beating their breafts, made ma- 
nifefl: the deep concern they had when he was 
about to die. The children alfo lamented ftill 
more, as not able to contain their grief; arul 
thereby declared, that even at their age they 

were 

the calc of the Gibeonitesj who put a trick upon Iiim, ami 
enfnared him,.together with the reft of the Jewilh rulcis, 
with a folemn catli to preferve them, contrary to his com- 
mlflion to extirpate all the Canaailites, root and branch ; 
which oath lie and the other rulers never durft \)rcak. Kcc 
SAiptute Politics, p. 5;, jti. and ilii.s fnarc they were 
brought into, bccaufc Yhey did r.ot ajj; niwfd at the mouth 
sff&r Z,piy/, Jof. ix. 14, 
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were fcnfible of his virtue, and mighty deeds: 
and truly there feerned to be a ftrife betvrcea the 
young and the old, who fliculd nioft grieve for 
Jura, d'he old grieved, becaufc they kntnv 
wliat a careful protedor they were to be de¬ 
prived of, and fo lamented their future date 5 
but the young grievetl, not only for that, but 
alfo becaufc It fo happened that they were to 
,be left by liim before they had well tailed of 
his virtue. Now one may make a guefs at the 
excels of this forrow and lamentation of the 
multitude, from wdiat happened to the legllla- 
tor himlclf; for .although he was always per- 
• funded that he ought not to be call down at the 
-approach of death, lince the undergoing it was 
agreeable to the will of God, and the law of 
nature, yet what the people did fo overbore 
lum that he wept himfelf. Now as he went 
thence to the place where he was to vanilh out 
of their light, they all followed after him weep¬ 
ing ; but Mofes beckoned with his hand to 
ihofc that were remote from him, and bid them 
Hay behind in quiet, while he cxlrorted thole 
that were near to him, that they would not 
render his departure fo lamentable: Where¬ 
upon they thought they ought to grant him 
tlut favour, to let him depart according as he 
himfelf deftred, fo they rellrained themfelves, 
though weeping Hill towards one another. All 
thofc wdro accompanied him were the feuate, 
and Elcazar the high prieft, and Jolluia their 
commander. Now as foon as they were come 
to the mountain axWed a rim (which is a very 

high mountain lituate over agaiiill Jericho, and 
one that aflbrds to fuch as are upon it a prof- 
ped of the grcatell part of the excellent land 
of Canaan) he difmilTed the fenate; arid as he 
was going to embrace Elcazar and Jolhua, and 
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[ was Hill difeourfing wdth them, a cloud Hood 
over him on the Hidden, and he dilappeared in 
a certain valley, although he wrote in the holy 
books that he died, which was done out of 
fear, leH they fliould venture to fay, tliat bc- 
caiife of his extraordinary virtue he went to 
God. 

49. Now Mofes lived in all one hundred 
and twenty years ; a third part of which time, 
abating one month, he was the people’s ruler: 
And he died on the laH month of ilic yeai, 
which is called by the Macedonians Djj!nis\ 
but by us Jdar^ on the HrH day of the month. 
He was one that exceeded all men tha*- ..ver 
were, in underHanding, and mad? the t'-cH eh 
of what that underHanding fuggcHed to him. 
He had a very grateful way of fpeaking and 
addrcfling himfelf to the multitude : and as to 
Ids other qualifications, he had fuch a full 
command of Iiispaflions, as if he hardly had any 
fuch in his foul; and only knew* them by their 
names, as rather perceiving them in other men 
than himfelf. He was alfo fuch a general of 
an army as is feldom fecn, as well as fuch a 
prophet as was never known; and this to fuch 
a degree, that whatfoever he pronounced you 
would think you heard the' voice of God hirn- 
fclf. So the people mourned for him thirty 
days : Nor did ever any grief fo deeply affe<H 
the Hebrews as did this upon the death of 
Mofes; nor were thofe that had experienced 
hk conduiH the only perfons that deiired him, 
but thofe alfo that perufed the laws he left behind 
him had a ftrong defire after him, and by them 
gathered the extraordinary virtue he was maf- 
ter of. And this fliall fuffice for the declara¬ 
tion of the manner of the death of Mofes. 
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Containing the Interval of Four Hundred and Seventy fix Tears. 

[From the Death of Moses to the Death of Fi.i.] 


CHAP. I. 

How ^fojlnia., the Commander of the Hebrews, 
math War ‘with the Canaanites, and overcame 
them, and defrayed them, and divided their 
Land by Lot to the Tribes of JfraeL 

^ THEN Mofes was taken away from 

among men, in the manner al- 
* ^ ready deferibed, and when all the 
folcninities belonging to the mourning for him 
were finifhed, and the forrow for him was over, 
loflnia commanded the multitude to get them- 
felves ready for an expedition. He alfo fent 
fpies to Jericho, to difeover what forces they 
had, and what were their intentions, but he put 
his camp in order, as intending foon to pafs over 
Jordan at a proper feafon. And calling to him 
the rulers of the tribe of Reubel, and the go¬ 
vernors of the tribe of Gad, and [the half tribe 
of] Manaffeh {for half of this tribe had been 
permitted to have their habitation in the coun¬ 
try of the Amorites, which was the * feventh 
part of the land of Canaan) he put them in 

* The Amorites were one of the fewn nations of Ca¬ 
naan ; He>)cc Reland h willing ‘o fuppofe, that Jofephus 
did not here that their land beyond Jordan was a 

ji’venth part of the \tlK'Te land of Canaan, but meant titc 
Amorites as a feventh nation. His reafon is, that Jofephus, 
as well as our '^>ib!e, generally diftinguifh the land hryond 
Jordan from the of Canaan : Nor can it be denied, 
that in llriftncfs they w e.t?, different yet after two tribes 
and an half of the twelve tribes came, to inherit it, it 
might, in a general way all together, be well included un¬ 
der’the land of Canaan, ox Palefine, or Judea i of which 


mind what they had protriifed Mofes; and he ex- 
hprted them, that, for the fake of the care that 
Mofes had taken of them, who had never been 
weary of taking pains for them, no, not when 
he was dying, and for the fake of the public 
welfare, they would prepare thcmfelvcs, and 
readily perform what they had promifed: So he 
took fifty thoufand of them, who follotvcd him, 
and he marched from Abila to Jordan, fixty 
furlongs. 

' 2. Now when he had pitched his camp, the 

fpies came to him immediately, well acquainted 
with the whole (late of the Canaanites: For at 
firft, before they were at all difeovered, they 
took a full view of the city Jericho without 
difturbance, and faw which parts of the walls 
were llrong, and which parts were otherwife, 
and indeed infccure, and which of the gates 
were fo v.reak as might afford an entrance to 
their army. Now thofc that met them took 
notice of them when they faw them, and fup- 
pofed they were only firangers, who ufed to 

he 

we have a clear example here before us in Jofephus, 
whofe Wfords evidently imply, that taking the whole land 
of Canaan, or that inhabited by all the twelve tribes to- 
gctlier, and parting it into feven paris, (he part beyond 
Jordan was in quantity of ground one feventh part ot the 
whole. And this well enough agrees to Reland’s own 
map of that country, although this land beyond Jordan 
was fo peculiarly fruitful, and good for palturagc, as the 
tw'o tribes and an half took notice, Numb, xxxii. i, 4, i6. 
that it maintained about a ffth part of tlie whole people. 

2 L 
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1)C very curious in obfervin^ every thing in the 
tity^ and did not take them for enemies ; but 
at even they retired to a inn, that was 

near to the wall, ■whither they Vk’cnt to cat their 
flipper ; which flipper when they had dene, 
and were eonlidering how to get away, infor¬ 
mation was given to king, as he was at fupper, 
that there were fomc perfons come from the 
Hebrews camp to view the city as fpies, and 
that tliey were in the inn kept by Rahab, and 
were very folicitous that they might not be 
dilcovered ; fo he font immediately' fome to 
llicm, and commanded to catch them, and 
bring them to him, that be might examine 
them by tortnre, and learn what ilieir bufmefs 
Vv-as there. As foon as Rahab undcrllood that 
thde meflengers were ctHniug, ihc hid the j'pie.s 
under halks of fax, v.dhclt were laid to dry on 
the top of her lumic ; and fnid to ih.e mdlcn- 
gu's that were lent to the kingftliat certain 
unknown flrangcrs had fu]>pcd with her a little 
before lun-letling, and were gone away, who 
might cab.])’ be laten, if they were any terror 
to the city, or likeiy to lirijig any danger to the 
kill',; bo thcic mclf-ngers being thus 'Aleludod* 
by tlic woman, and iufp.edling no impofition, 
went their ways, without fo much as fcarching 
the inn ; hut they immediatciy piirfucd tliem 
along tliole roads vdiich they mold probahiy 
iig rpfed them to b.avc gone, and thole paiti- 
cular'y wliich led to the liver, Imt could hc.ir 
no tidjugs d thciji ; io they left ofF liic pains 
id anv iartiicr purfuit. But vrhen tlie tumult 
was Over, Rahab brought the men dovrn, and 
dehred tliem, as foon as they lliould have .oly- 
taiiied poffellion of the laiid of Canaan, .when 
it would be in their power to luakc her a- 

* It phiiiily appears by tire b;ilt>ry of thefs fpicff, and 
the innkeeper Rahab’s deception of the kia;i of Jericho’s 
melTcn^ers, by telling them wbac v. a;, f.illc, in order to 
lave the lives of the fpies, and yet liie gr eat commenda¬ 
tion of her iaith and good ivotks in the Ne w dVllainent, 
!kb. xi. 11- Ja. ii. 25. as wtdl as by many ntlier parnl- 
lel cxnmjiles, both in the Old 'iVib.itneiu and in [ofepbus, 
:tiat tie bell men did not,then I'crnple to deceive thofe. 
public cm-mics, who might, jullly be dcilroyed; as all'o 
rnigbi deceive ii! nirn, in oreler-to nve hvc, and deliver 
themft Ives fu;tn the tyranny of then unjull oppre/lbr; ; 
and ihi:., by tolling dii'cA falkhcods 1 me; u all thisj 
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mends for her prefervation of them, to remem¬ 
ber "wdiat danger flae had undergone for their 
fakes^, for that if Ihe had been caught conceal¬ 
ing them, Ihc could not have efcaped a terrilfc 
deftrudfion, Ihe and all her family with her •. 
and fo bid them to go home ; and defired them 
to fwear to her, to preferve her and her family, 
when they fhould take the city, and deftroy ail 
its inhabitants, as they h^d decreed tc. do ; f ir 
fo far flie faid Ihe had been allured l>y- thole 
divine miracles, of which flic had been in¬ 
formed. So thefe fpies acknowledged, that 
they ov/ed her tlianks for what flic hail done 
already, and withal fwore to requite her kind- 
nefs, not onl^ in wmrds, but in deeds • Ih.Ui'I'b.ey 
gave her this advice, that wheu- tue ihoui-.. 
perceive that the city was about to lie taken, 

, flic flioukl put her goods, and all her family, 
by way of feciirity, in her inn, and to hang 
out fearlet threads before her doors [or win¬ 
dows] that the commander of the Hebrews 
might know her houfe, and take care to do 
her no harm ; for, faid they, we will infonu 
him of this matter, bccaiife of the concern thou 
ij hall; had to preferve us : But if any one of thy 
family fall in the battle, do not thou blame ns; 
and wc hefccch that God, by whom wc have 
I I'.vcirn, not then to be difpleafed with us, as 
[ thougii wc had broken our oaths.. So thefe 
men, when they had made this agreement, 

I went away, letting themfclves down by a rope 
I from the w^all, and efcaped, and came and told 
I their own people whalfoever they had done in 
their journey to this city. Joflina alfo told E!e- 
azar the high prieft, anti the fenatc, wluit the 
fpies had fworn to Rahab, who confirmed what 

had been fworn. , 3. Now 

•> 

where oh cniA was demanded of them ; otberwife tbev 
never durft venture on,fuch a procedure. Nor was Ju- 
f'ephus liinifclf of any other opjnion or pi'at'dcc, a.s 1 iliall 
remark in tbo note on Antiq. If. rffr.b. iv, ^ And.ob- 
iVive, (bat I Hill call this wonnui .R;il\ab, an riuknpcr, not 
an harlot; the whole hiflory, both iii our copies, and cfpe- 
cially in Jofephus, i.nplying no niori- * It w.is indeed fo 
frequent a thing, that womeiT rfyio were iunkeepers were 
alfo Iiarlots, or maint..L'icxs of hailotr, t!uu ilu- woul com- 
rnoiily ufcil for re.jl harlots w.!!’. ufuaily given (ia in. Sec 
Dr ilernard’s note here, and judg. .\i, i. and Antiq. lb V. 
cli. vii. 1 } 8. 
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7. Now while Jpfh.ua the commander was 
in fear al',out their paifing over Jordan, for the 
river ran with a llrong current, and could not 
be palled over with bridges, for there never 
ivid l)cen bridges laid over hitherto, and while 
he fufpedled, that if he fliould attempt to 
make a. bridge, that the enemies would not af- 
fortl him time to perfect it, and for ferry-boats 
j.iK y had none, God promifed fo to dil'pofe of 
the liver that they might pafs over it, and that, 
I'V taking away the main part of its waters. So 
foihua, after turn days, caufed the army and the 
wliole inukifudc to pafs over in the manner 
fullowing : The priefts went firll; of all, having 
the ;ui: with them, then went the Levites bear¬ 
ing t'lc ta:ji..iiaeic, and the velfels that belong¬ 
ed to the lacrilices, after wdiich the entire mul¬ 
titude followed according to their tribes, having 
ihcir children and their wives in the midfi; of 
them, as being afraid for them, left they fliould 
be l)orne away by the ftream. But as foon as 
the priefts had entered the river ftrft, it appear¬ 
ed fordable, the dcptlx of the water being re- 
ftraihed, and the fand appearing at the bottom, I 
hec iulc the current was neither fo llrong nor 
<'o fwifr as to carry it away by its force : fo they ! 

’ all pall ed over the river without fear, finding 
it to be in the very fame ftate as God had fore¬ 
told he would put it in; but tlie priefts flood , 
ftill in the midft of the river till the inultifude ; 
fliould be pafiod over, and fliould get lo the 
fliorc in iafety; and when all were gone over, 
the priefts came out alfo, and permitted .the 
current to run freely as it ufed to do before. 
Accordingly the river, as foon as the Hebrews 
were come out of it, again prelcntly, and 
came to its own proper magnitude as before. 

4. So the flchrcwvs went cvii farther fifty fur¬ 
longs, and pitched their camp at the tliftance of 
ten furlong'^ from Jcrieho ; But Jofliua built an 
altar of thole fiOtTes, which all the heads of 
the tribes, at tlie command of the prophet, had 
taken out of d,*: deep, to be afterw'ards a me¬ 
morial of the divifi. .■.'•vd’ tlie ftream of this ri- 
_^v-er, and iqimr it ('ffca'd facrificc to God ; and !i 
r in that place ce!c])rated th.c 'pallover, and ha-.i j' 
great plenty of ;;1! the things which-they waiW- ij 


ed hitherto; for they reaped the corn of the 
Canaanites, which was now ripe, and took o- 
thcr tilings as prey ; for then it was that the'r 
former food, which was manna, and of wliivh 
they had eaten forty years, failed them. 

5. Now while tlie llfaelite.s did this, am! the 
Canaanites did not attack them, but kept them- 
fclves quiet within their own walls, jolhua rc- 
folved to hefiege them; fo on the lirll day of 
thcfoifl [of the palfover] the priefts carried the 
ark, round about wdilch wuis fomc part of ih'* 
armed men to be a guard to if. d’hclc priell: 
went forward, blowing with their Icvcn trum¬ 
pets ; and exhorted the army to he of good cou¬ 
rage, and W'cnt round about the city, with the 
fenate follpwing them ; and wdicn llic jiricfts 
had only hlowm with the trumpets, for they 
did nothing more at all, they returned lo the 
camp. And when they had done this for fix 
days, on the feventh jofliua gathered the arm¬ 
ed men, and all the people together, and told 
them this good tiding, that the city Ihoukl now 
be taken, lince God would cni tlla,L day give il 
them, by the falling down of the wnills, and 
this of their own accord, and wuthout their la¬ 
bour. However, he charged them to kill eve¬ 
ry one they fliould take, and not lo abllain 
from the flaiigbtcr of their enemic;., ill her lor 
w^earinela, or for jiity, and not to lali on the 
fpoil, and be thereby diverted from purfiiing 
their enemies as they ran away ; hut to deftroy 
all the animals, and to take notiiinit: fi>r their 
owm peculiar advantage. He commanded them 
alfo to bring together all the i'liver a.nd ro'd, tfia! 
it might be fet a part as firft fruits umo God 
out of this glorious exploit, as having ;.H)tlcr: 
them from the city they firft teak ; m ty tiiat 
they fliould fave Raliab and her kindred .alive, 
bccaufc of the oath wdiich the foies Jeui tworr.' 
to her. 

6. Whi:n he had fald this, and let his army 
in order, he hrmight It agairdv the city • -ii, 
they w'cnt round the city again, the ..;k ;■( 
Ijcfbre them, and the priefls encomagiog 
j.eople to lie z.,;lous ua tlie Work : ro,d iddi c 
they had ge-uc romid it Icveu t;:reg, and : ..d 
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ftood Rill a little, tlie wall fell down, while no 
inftru meats of war, nor any other force, was 
applied to it by the Hebrews. 

7. So they entered into Jericho, and flew 
all the men that were therein, while they were 
afFrig;hted at the furprifing overthrow of the 
walls, and their courage was become ufelefs, 
and they were not able to defend themfelves ; 
JO they were flain, and their throats cut, fome 
in tlie ways, and others as caught in their 
houfes ; nothing afforded them afliftance, but 
they all periflied, even to the wmmen and the 
rdiildrcn, and the city was filled with dead 
bodies, and not one perfon efcaped. They al¬ 
io burnt the whole city, and the country about 
it; but they faved alive Rahab, with her fa¬ 
mily, who had fled to her inn. And when fhe 
■».vas brought to him, Jofliua owned to her, 
that they owed her thanks for her prefervation 
of ihe fpics: So he fliid he wmuld not appear 
to be behind her in his benefaftion to her; 
whereupon he gave her certain lands immedi¬ 
ately, and had her in great efteem ever after¬ 
wards. 

i\ And if any part of the city efcaped the 
fire, he overthrew it from the foundation ; and 
he denounced a * curie againft the inhabitants, 
if any one fliould defire to rebuild it, how up¬ 
on his laying the foundation of its walls he 
fhould be deprived of his eldcfl fon, and upon 
finindr-g it he flrould lofe his youngeft fon. 
’.Hat avhat liappened hereupon, we fhall fpeak 

hereafter. 

* Uv'^n orcufioa of this devoting of Jericho to de- 
and ilie exemplary puniflament of Achar, who 
rl.at r.’< or ariaihema, and of the punifhinent of 

ft.e tii'i!’-.' breaker of it, Hiel, 1 Kings xvi. 34. as alfo of 
the^iuidflnnent of .Saul, for breaking the like chcrem or o- 
nat.xm t again ft the Amalckitcs, i Sam. xv. wc may ob- 
ferve what v as the true meaning of that law, Levit. xxvii. 
efi. f^onc i\-vrAed^ which fualf be devoted of men., Jhall be re- 
dra.eed; but jhcdl fureh he put to death; i. c. whenever any 
of the Jews public encmlc.S had been, for their wickednefs, 
foleninly devou'd to deftruftion, according to the divine 
eommand, as wore generally the feven wicked nations of 
Can.-an, and ihofe the Amalekitcs, i Sam. xv, 18. 

it was utterly iiidawful to permit thofe enemies to be re- 
tlccnied, but they were to be all utterly deftroyed. See 
alfo Numb. xxi. 1, 3. 

<. That the name of this thief was not Achan, as in the 
common ct'pics, but Achar, as here in Jofephus, and in 
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9. Now there was an immenfe quantity of 
filver and gold, and befides thofe of brafs alfo, 
that was heaped together out of the city wlien 
it was taken, no one tranfgreiflng the decree, 
nor purloining fqr their own peculiar advan¬ 
tage : which fpoils Jofhua delivered to tlie 
priefts, to be laid up among their treafurcs. 
And thus did Jericho perifli. 

10. But there was one § Achar, the fon [of 
Channi, the fon] of Zebedias, of the tribe of 
Judah, who finding a royal garment w^oven en¬ 
tirely of gold, and a piece of gold that wcigli- 
ed f two hundred fliekels, and thinking it a, 
very hard cafe, that what fpoils he, by run¬ 
ning fome hazard, had found, he mull; give 
away, and offer it to God, who Hood in no 
need of it, while he that wanted it muft go 
without it, made a deep ditch in his own tent, 
and laid them up therein, as fuppoflng he Ihould 
not only be concealed from his fellow-foldicrs, 
but from God himfelf alfo. 

1 1 . Now the place where Jofhua pitched Ids 
camp was called Gilgal, which denotes J ULcr- 
ty; for fince now they had pafTed over Jordan, 
they looked on themfelves as freed from the 
miferies which tlicy had undergone from the 
Egyptians, and in the wildernefs. 

12. Now a few tjays after the calamity that 
bcfel Jericho, Jofhua Tent three thoufand arm¬ 
ed men to take Ai, a city fituate above Jericho, 
but upon the fight of the people of Ai with 
them, they were driven back, and lofl thirty- 

fix 

the Apoftolical Conftitutions, B. VII. chap. ii. ami elfe- 
wherc, is evident by the allulion to that name in the 
curfe of Joftiua, Why hnji thou troubled us ? The LordJlsall 
troih.'i -'ee; where the Hebrew words allude only to the 
name Achar, but nc.t Achan. Accordingly this valley of 
Achar, or Achor, vvrfs and is a known place, a little north 
of Gilgai, fo called from the days of Jofliua till this day. 
See Jofti. vi:. 26. Ifa. Ixv. 10. Hof. ii. 15.^ul Dr Ber¬ 
nard’s notes here. ’ 

f Here Dr Bernard very juftly obferves, that a few 
words are dropped out of Jofephus’s copies, on account of 
the repetition of the word Jloehls, an^ that it ought to be 
read thus, A piece of gold that co Jhckcls, and one of 

fiver that weighed 200 fehcls, as in our other copies, Jo¬ 
fhua vii. 21. 

J I agree here with Dr Bernard, and approve of Jofe¬ 
phus’s interpretation of Gilgai for liberty. See Jofli. v. 9, 
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fix of their men. When this was told the 
Ifraelites, it made them very fad, and exceed¬ 
ing^ difconfolatc, not fo much hecaufc of the 
relation the men that were dcflroyed bare 
"a them, though thofe that were deftroy- 
od were all good men, and deferved their ei- 
tcern,-as by the defpair it occafioned ; for while 
they believed that they were already, in efiert, 
iu podefTion of the land, and ihould bring back 
the army out of the battles without lols, as God 
had promifed before-hand, they now fiw un- 
ex’pctlcdly their eneinics bold with fuccefs : fo 
fhey put fackcloth over their garments, and 
tniuinued in tears and lamentation all the day, 
-"'■’iiout r' -■ ' ,.fl encpiiry after food, but laid 
what had liappeticd greatly to heart. 

13. Whkn Jolhua {aw the army fo much 
nfflitdcd, and poifeired with forebodings of evil 
as to their whole expedition, he ufed freedom 
with God, and faid, “ We arc not come thus 
far out of any raihnefs of our own, as though 
we thought ourlelves iible to fubdue this land 
with our own weapons, but at the infiigation 
of Mofes thy fervant for this purpofe, hecaufc 
thou haft promifed us by many ligns, that thou 
wouldcfl: give us this land for a poffelTion, and 
that thou wouldeft make our army always I'upe- 
rior in war to our enemies, and accordingly 
fomc fuccefs has already attended upon us a- 
grceable to thy promifes ; but becaufe vre have 1 
now uncxpefledly been foiled, and have loft 
fome men out of our army, we arc grieved at 
it, as fearing what thou haft promii'ed us, and 
what Moles foretold us, cannot be depended on 
hy us ; and our future expeftation troubles us 
th" more, becaufe we have met with fuch a 
(lififter in this our firft attempt. But do thou, 
(9 Lord, free us fro-n thefe fufpicions ; for thou 
art able to find a cure for theie dilbrders by 
giving us vltlo-y. vrhicli will both take away 
the grief we are in at prcl'cnt, and prevent our 
diftruft as to what is to come.” 

14. TuI'SE intc’-ceftious Joftiua put up to 
God as he lay proftrate on his face: wdiercupon 

•'■fdod anfwcrcd him, “ That he fltould rife up, 

Ikand purify his hoft from the pollution which 
was got into it ; that things confccrated to me 
No. VII. 
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have been impudently ftolcn from me , and that 
this has been the occjfi<nv wliy tint defeat had 
happened to them ; and that when they Ihould 
fcarch out and puniih tlie offender, lie would 
ever take care they ihoulcl have tlm vidlory 
over their enemies.” Thi; joflma told the 
people : And calling for Elcc./Ur tie: high prlefi., 
and the men in authority, be caSl lots, tribe lr> 
tribe, and when the lot ffewed that lliis evick- 
ed adlion was done hy one of the tribe of |u- 
ilah, he then again propofed the lot to the ibve- 
ral famiiie.s thereto belonging; i'o tbc truth of 
this wicked adlion was found to beiong to the 
family of Zachar; and when the cnejuiry was 
made man by man, they took Achar, wlio, upon 
Ciod’s reducing him to a terrible extremity, 
could not deny the fadl : So he confeffed tlte 
theft, and produced what he had taken in the 
midft of them: whereupon he was iiumcdiatvdy 
})ut to death ; and attained no more than to be 
l)uricd in the night, in a difgraceful manner, 
and fuch as was fuitablc to a condenmed inalc- 
fadtor. 

15. When Joflaua had thus purified the hoft, 
he laid thena againft Ai: And having hy night 
laid an ambufla round about the city, he attack¬ 
ed the enemies as foon as it was day; but as 
they advanced boldly againft the Ifraelites, be¬ 
caufe of their former vidtory, he made them 
believe he retired, and hy that means tlrcw 
them a great way from the city, they ftiii fiip- 
pofing that they were puriiiing tbcii enemies, 
and defpifed them, as though the cafe had been 
the fame with that in the former battle; after 
which Joftiua ordered liis forces to turn about, 
and placed them againft their front : He then 
made the fignals agreed upon to thofe that lay 
in ambufli, .and fo excited them to light; fo 
they ran fuddenly into tlie city, the iniiabitants 
being upon the walls, nay, others of them being 
in per{)lexity, and coming to fee thofe that 
were without the gates. Accoidingly thefe 
men took the city, and ftew all that they met 
with ; but Joftiua forced thofe that came againft 
him to come to a clofc fight^ and difeomfited 
them, and made them run away ; and when 
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theywcrc driven towards tlie city, and thought 1 
it had not i)ccn touched, as louii as they law 
it was taken, and perceived it was burnt, with 
their wives tind children, they wandered about 
in the fields in a feattered condition, and were 
no way able to ikfcnd themfelves, bccaufe they 
had none to fupport them. Now when this 
calamity war. come upon the men of Ai, there 
were a great number of children, and women, 
arid fervants, and an iininenfe quantity of other 
iurniture. The Hebrews alfo took herds of 
cattle, and a groat deal of money, for this was 
.1 rich country. So when Jofhua came to Gil- 
gal, he divided all thele Ipoils among the fol- 
diers. 

16. But the Gibeonites, who inhabited very 
near to Jeruialcm, when they faw what mifer- 
ics had happened to the inhabitants of Jericho, 
and to thole of Ai, and lulpeclcd that the like 
fore calamity would come as far as themfelves, 
they did not think fit to afk icT mercy of jo- 
Ihua; for th.cy fujrporcd tliey Ihould find little 
mercy from him, wlio made war that he might 
entirely deftroy the nation of the ( ji .1 lliiCllDtCS I 
but they invited the people o.f Ce[>hirah and 
Klviathieavim, who were daIr, neighbours, to 
join in lea.guc wuli thcin ; and mid them, that 
neither could they themlehes avoid the danger 
they were all in, if the Ifraelit er Ifiouhl prevent 
them, and ici/.c upon them : So when they 
had I'icrluaded them, they relolvcd to endeavour 
to iieapc the i'orces of the ifraelites. Accoru- 
ingly, lemi' ihcir agreement to wha.t they pro- 
peded, tl'.cv lent amballadcrs to Joiliua, to make 
a leagtm of frlcndlhip with him ; and ihofe 
inch of tl'C citizens as were heft, approved of, 
and moil capable of doing what was moll ad¬ 
vantageous to the multitude. Now thefe am- 
halfadors thouglit it dangerous to eonfefs them- 
fclvcs to he Canaanites, but thought- they 
might, by this contrivance, avoid the danger, 
namely, by fiiying tliat they hare no relation 
to the Gauaanites at all, hut dwelt at a very 
great diilaiuc front them ; and they faid iarther, 
that they came a long way on account of the 
reputation hg had gainec! for his virtue ; and as 

T Iinrl' (if fhr truth ftf wliflt tliev faith thpv 


fljcwed him the habit they were in ; for that 
their clotlies veere new when they came f)ut, 
but were greatly worn by the length of time 
they had been in their journey ; for indeed they 
took torn garments, on purpofc that they might 
make him believe fo. So they Hood ir th.e 
midft of the people, and faid, that they '■Aerc 
fent by the people of Giheon, and of the clr- 
cumjacent cities, which were very remote fn in 
the land where they now w'ere, to make fueh 
a league of fricnclflaip with them, and this ou 
fuch conditions as were cuftomarv amc iu’ tluir 
forefathers ; for when they underflood that, by 
the favour of God, and his gift to them, they 
were to have the pofTeflion of the J-2nd of Gm.am 
hcflow'cd upon them, they faid, that they were 
very glad to hear it, and defired to he admitted 
into the number of their citizens. 'I'bus did 
j thele ambafladors fpcak ; and Ihcwing them 
I the marks (jf their long journey, they intrcat- 
! cd the Hebrews to make a league of l.iendfhip 
with them. Accordingly jolhua believing what 
they faid, that they were not of tlic nation of 
the Canaanites, entered into frk ndfldj) with 
thetn ; and Eleazar the liigh priefl, with the 
ieuatc, fwarc to them, that they would efteem 
them their friends and aiTociates, and would 
attempt notliing that Ihould he unfair againft 
them, the multitude alfo afl'cnting to the oaths 
liiat were made to them. So tlicfe men having 
oljtaincd what they defired by deceiving the 
ifraelitcs, went home ; hut when Jolhua led his 
ariny to the country at the bottom oftlie moun¬ 
tains of tliis part of Canaan, he underflood that 
the Gibeonites dwelt not far from Jeruialcm, 
and that they were of the flock of the Canaan- 
ites, fo he fent fo•l•^jheir governors, and rtyroacli- 
cd tliem with the cheat they had jiut upon him : 
hut they aliedged on tiieirown behalf, that they 
liad no other way to favu llmmlelvcs hut that, 
and were therefore forced to have rccourfc to 
it. So he called for Eleazar ,,the high pvieft, 
and for the fciuite, wU^ukhought it right to 
make them public fervants, that they might not 
!ve;',k the oath they lind made to them ; and 
i.mc) ordained them to be fo. And this was 
i the 
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♦Inr mcllux.! hy wlilcli tlicfc men found fafcty 
•v.iul Iccufily under the calamity that was rea¬ 
dy to overtake tlicin. 

17. IkfT tlic kill" of jerukdem took it to 
heart, tint the Gibeonites had gone over to 
jolhua ; fo lie called upon the kings of the 
ncieailkmring nations, to join together, and 
in ike war againit them. Now when the Gih- 
con'ues law thefe kings, which were four, be- 
lides the king of Jerulalcm, and perceived that 
tiiey had ]>ilchcd their camp at a certain foun¬ 
tain not far from their city, and were getting 
leadv for the liege of it, they called upon |i> 
dma to alhft them ; for fueh was their cafe, 
as to expetd- . be deRroyed by thcic Canaan- 
ites, Inti to fuppofe they flioiiid be laved by 
'[h.o!c that came for the dellruftion of the Ca- 
naaoiies, beeatife of thcicagnc cf fricndiJiip that 
wa.s lie: ween them. Accordingly jofluiamadc 
iialle witii his whole army to allill them, and 
■ irehing day and niglit, in the morning he 
s. 1! upon the enemies ois they were going up 
o tlie liege ; and when he had dilcomfited 
idiem, Iw followed them, and jiurlued them 
<;own the defeent of tlie hills. The place is 
called Betb-bornn ; where he alfo underllood 
that God alfilled him, which lie declared by 
tlmnder and thunder-bolts, as alfo by tlvc fall¬ 
ing of hail larger than ufuak Moreover, it 
iia])[)cned that the day was lengthened, that 
the night might not come on t'oo foon, and be 
an obltrudion to the zeal of the Hebrews in 
purfuing their enemies; Infomuch, that Jofliua 
took tlie kingij, which were hidden in a certain 
cave at Malckcdah, and put them to 'death. 
Now that the day was lengthened at this time, 
and was longer than ordinars, is expreifed in 
the books j . 

* WhctluT this Iciynhcian/'; ot ihe day, by ihe Hand¬ 
ing liill of ilic fun ,in;l ...bon, were pbyfical end real, by 
the niiracuiou'. flopniee of die duirnal motion of tlie cartii 
for about h.ilf .1 rcvolnilon, nr whether only appiient, by 
aerial /'Ae//'/' s; iinit.ttinu the fun and moon .cs (laiionary to 
long, wlnle rloiufs and ll”' nigiil bid flic real oiie^, and 
this parhebon or inocK fun affording fuflieieiit light for jo- 
-thua'.s purfiiit and complete vifloiy (wJiieli acrial/w P'or;, 
f in other fbapes, have been more th.in ordin.nily common 
/'of late’ yeat.s) cannot now be determined : Philofoplmra 
. and .iltronomers vrlll ii.ilur.illy im. bne to tine l:((er 
^ tliefie. lathe me m unie, ihe'lacl luelf was mem; and 


18. Thksf. Itingr. wlilch made war wiib, 
and were ready to hght the Gibeonites, being 
thus overthrown, JoOiul returned again to 
the mountainous ]>arts of (kinaan; anti wlien 
he had made a great llaiightcr of the pcojile 
there, and took their prey, he came to the 
camp at Gllgal. And now llicrc went a great 
fame abroad among the neighbouring pcoiilc C'f 
the courage of the Hebrews; and thole that 
heard what a number of men -were dcllroveu, 
were greatly aifrighted at it: So the klntps that 
lived aliout mount Libanus, wlio were Cl.inaan- 
ites, and thole Canaanites that ilwclt in the 
plain country, witli auxiliaries out of the land 
of thcPhlhllincs, pitclied their camp at bcroih, a 
city of the upper Galilee, not far from Gadclh, 
which Is itfclf alio a place in Galilee. Now 
the number of tlie whole artny ■was three hun¬ 
dred tliQufatid armed footmen, and fen tlioufand 
horfernen, and twentv thouland cliaiict.s; fo 
that the multitude of the enemies affriglitcd 
both lofiiua hlmielf, and the Ifraciifcs; and 
they, inftead of being full of hope of good fuc- 
ccts, were lupcrlcitionny timorous, with tlic 
great terror with wliich they vccrc Itricken. 
Whereupon God upibraidcd them wiili tlic fear 
they were in ; and allced them, Wiuthcr they 
defivcd a greater help than he eouid ah'erd 
them ? and promifed them lliat they Ihould 
overcome their enemies ; and withal charged 
them to make their enemies horfes ufeleh, and 
to burn their chariots. So Jofhua became full 
of courage iijion thele promifes of God, tmd 
went out fuddenly againft the enemies, and af¬ 
ter live days march he came upon tlicm, and 
I joined battle with them, and there \\a,s a ter¬ 
rible figlit, and fuch a number were liain as 

could 

in tlic bock of Jaflicr, cow loll, Jofli. >. l y. raid is con¬ 
firmed by Ifiiuh .xwiii. 21. by li.ibaccuc, 11 . III. ciup. xi. 
aiul by tiic falfu r of SiiMcli, Juclcf. x!vi. 4. In tnciStli 
Pfalm of Solomon, \zx.ult. it is alfo kid of tlic innnn.u Ic.s, 
with ribtidii, no tlouln, to tliii and the like miraculous 
ftanding ftill and going back, in the days of Jofluia and 
1 Ir '.•.cl i.ih, iAv'r /srii;’ not vanderi j from the il.r; lint hr (u.tli'd 
bvm, //'(.'i' /-■/.' Cf no! f'lrj.ilcn ihc.r uiuiy fi'ori an. icni rUncrr.tion!, 
nn!'‘/\ li 'tner, ’n'lcn (ici! enjonud ll.cm [lo lo t'oa/-v.gYcsw- 
inc.nd!f Jes f-cci.nts. Sec Authen. i-tcc. p.ir! 1 . is i y.j. 

f Of tlic brinks l.iid up in the lcinj''aa i;.c r.'ic nc"i on An¬ 
ti 4. la. ill. (.1 'p. i. y y, 
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roiikl not be believed b.y tbofe that heard it. 
Tie abb went on in the purfuit a great way 
.'tnd dellrc'vcd flic entire arniy of the enemies, 
few only excepted, aiu’ all the kings fell in the 
Ixittle ; infoinucli, lliat when there wanted men 
to be killed, Jolhua flew their liorfcs, and burnt 
their cliariofs, and palTed all over tlieir country 
without oppoi'ition, no one daring to meet 
him in battle ; but he Hill v.'cnt on, taking their 
cities by fiege, and again killing whatever lie 
took. 

19. Thk fifth year was now part, and there 
waas not one of the Canaanites remained any 
longer, excepting I'ome that had retired to 
places of great flrength. So Jofhua removed 
his camp to the mountainous country, and 
placed the tabernacle in the city Shiloh (for 
tliat feemed a fit place for it, becaufc of the 
beauty of its lituation) until fuch time as their 
affairs would permit them to build a temple; 
and from thence he went to Shcche>n, together 
with all the people, and raifed an altar where 
Mofes had before-hand diredled ; then did he 
divide (he army, and placed one half of them 
on mount Gerizim, and the other half on 
mount Ebal, on -which mountain the altar rvas : 
lie alfo placed there the tribe of Levi, and the 
]iricfts. And v.dicn they had facriticed, and 
denounced the [hleffmgs ami the] curfes, and 
liad left them engraven upon the altar, they re¬ 
turned to Sliiloh. 

'20. A XI) now Jofhua was old, and faw that 
the cities of the Canaanites wmre not eafily to 
he Taken, not only becaufc they were fitiiatcd 
in fuch (Irong jilaces, buthecaufeof tlic llrcngtli 
of the w'alls thcmfcives, \vh]ch being built 
round about, the natural ftrength of the places 
oil which the cities flood, feemed capable of j 
rcpeilinp; their enemies from helieging them, j 
and of making thofe enemies defpair of taking 
them ; for when tlie Canaanites had learned, j 
tliat the lUaelitcs came out of Egypt in order ■ 
to deflrov tliem, tlicy were bufy all that time ; 
in making tlieh- cities flrong; So he gathered ; 
the peo'plc togcrlicr to a congregation at Shiloh ; : 
and when tliev, witli great zeal and haflc, 
vccic come thither, be obferved to them what 

* Of tlic fituaiion of thl) altar, ft'c 
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profperous fucceffes tliey had already h 
■vi'hat glorious things had been done, am 
fuch as were worthy of that God -v\dio crx.. m 
them to do thofe things, and worthy of the 
virtue of thofe laws which tlicy followed. He 
took notice alfo, that thirty-one of thofe kings 
that ventured to give them battle were over¬ 
come, and every army, liow'- great foever it 
rvcrc, that confided in their own power, and 
fought with them, was utterly dcflroyed, fo 
that not fo much as any of their poflcrity re¬ 
mained. And as for the cities, fincc fome id' 
them v/crc taken, but the others mufl be taken 
in length of time, by long fieges, both on ac¬ 
count of the fticngth of their walls, and of the 
confidence the inhabitants had in them there¬ 
by, he thought it reaionablc that thofe tribes 
that came along with them from beyond )or- 
dan, and had partaken of the dangers they had 
undergone, being their own kindred, lliould 
be now dlfniiffcd and fent home, and fliould 
have thanks for the pains they had taken toge¬ 
ther with them. As alfo, he thought it rcafon- 
able that they fliould fend one man out of every 
tribe, and be Inch as bad the teflimony of ex¬ 
traordinary virtue, who fhoukl mcaliire the 
land faithfully, and without any fallacy or de¬ 
ceit Hiould inform them of its real magnitude. 

21. Now Jofhua, when he had thus fpoken 
to them, found that the multitude approved of 
his propofal. So he fent men to mcaiure their 
country, and fent with -them fome geometri¬ 
cians, who could not eafily fail of knowing the 
truth, on account of their fkiil in that art. He 
alfo gave them a charge to eflimate the meafure 
of that part of the land that was mofl fruitful, 
and what was not fo good ; for fuch is the na 
j ture of tlic land of Canaan, that one may fee 
i large plains, and fuch as arc exceeding fit to 
! produce fruit, whicli yet, if they were com- 
i pared to other parts of the country, might be 
i reckoned exceeding fruitful, yet if it be com¬ 
pared with the fields about Jericho, and to 
thofe that belong to Jerufalem, wdll appear to 
be of no account at all. And although it fo 
falls out, that thefe people liaA-^e but a very littfi/ 
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of iKls fort of I'Vici, and that it is, for the main, 

. ' iinous alli), yet docs it not come behind 
o'hc;- }Mrts o.i accoiiivt of its cKcceding good- 
n.'if ;-.nd hc.iutv; i'or wliieii rcai'on, jolliua 
ilioirfnt tlie land for the tribes flaould be di¬ 
vided by edimation of its goodnefs, rather tlun 
tlie.lar,genet's of its mcafure, it often haopening 
one acre (cf foine fort of land was equiva- 
in,ii io a thonfand other acres. Now tlie men 
that were I'ent, which were in nuinher ten, 
trawlled all about, and made an ehimatlon of 
tiic land, aivd in the ieventh month came t(j 
'hi".i t-) the city ol'S.hiloli, where they had I'et 

i:p the tal>eni:u;'e. 

2 2. So fhlnn took lioth Elcazar, and the 
ie’.i ne, ai'e.i \vid\ them ilic he.ids ol the ti'ibes, 
ami diftrihiiled the land to the nine tribes, and 
to the half tribe of Manaii'eh, ajqxfmting tlie 
(iimeidions to he a.ecording to the largenels ol 
wich tribe. So when he had call lots, Judah 
liad alligned him by lot the upper })art of 
Judea, reaching as lav as jcrufalem, and its 
hreadili exteuded t(, tlic lake of Sodom. Now 
in the lot of this tribe there were the cities of 
Afcalon and Ga/a. The lot of Simeon, wdfieh 
wMs the fcconil, inelnded that }iart ol Idumea 
wlfteh bordered upoq,^ Egypt and Arabia. As 
TO the llenjamites, theu .ot fell fo, that its 
length reached frcmi the fiver Jordan to the 
fca' but in breadth it was hounded by Jerii- 
ialern and Bethel ; and this lot was the nar- 
row'cit of all, by reafon of the goodncls of the 
land ; for it included Jericho, aud the city of 
ferufdem. The tribe of Ephraim had by lot 
the land that extended in length from tlie 
liver Jordan to Gezer, hut in hreadtli as far as 
from Bethel till it end at the great plain. The 
half tribe of Manalfeh had .tlie land from Jor¬ 
dan to the city Dora, hut its breadth was at 
Jkthlhau, wlfich is now called Srythopal/s. 
And after thel'e wcas lifachar, whieli lead its 
limits, in Icngtli, mount Carmel arid the rive)', 
hut its limit 'fn breadth was mount Tabor. 
Tiie tribe of Zehuloii’s lot ineludcd the lane' 
which l.iy as far as the lake ol Clcnelaretl!, 
and that wliich belonged to Carmel and tlie 
fca. The tribe of ilfcr had that ]'art which 
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was .'alied the ru/Zer, for hudi it was, -ind all 
that pait vs’hich. lay over .'ggiinfl Siilon. d'lw 
citv Arce hclou', ed to llr.sr Ik.arc, which is alfo 
naiiKsI 'five Nc.phlhalite:; receivcil 

the callern parts, as isr as tiie city of Darnaf- 
cLis and the tij'per Galilee, unto mount i.iha- 
nus, and the iouulains oi' Jordan, wluih rife 
out of that mountain •, tliat is, out of th.it pint 
ol it whole limits belong to the nei'Jifiouriiig 
city Arec. The Danites lot included all that 
jiart of the valley avhich refpecls the lim- 
letting, and were hounded by A/aaus and Do¬ 
ra ; a.i rdio, tliey had all Jamnhi and Eaiha, 
from Eki'on to tiiat mou.ntaiu where tlie tribe 
ol Judab begins. 

2 ]. Aj-'t'ER this manm r ilid Joiluia divide 
the lix nations that bear the name ol the Ions 
olCan.ian, withthcli laud, to he pollcficdhy the 
nmc tribes and an hall; lor Moles had prevent¬ 
ed him, and had alrcruly dillrlhu'cd tin land 
ol the Ainorites, whieh itie'cl was lo called ,dlo 
Iroau one of the Ions ol Canaan, to th.e two t; ihes 
and an half, as we luo. e (hewed already ; But 
the parts about Sidon, as aho thole that belong¬ 
ed to the Arldtcs, and tlie y\rnclhites, and the 
Ar.idians, wcie not yet iMguI.irly dil-'.ofcd of 

24. But now was Jolhua hindcu d f-y his 
age from exei nting what lie inteiuled to dc) (as 
did thole that luceeed.ed him in the government 
take little care oi what was tor the arlvantayg* 
of titc public) ho he gave it in cli.irge to every 
rrihe, to Ic ive no reniaiiid'-r of tin- la: c ol the 
Canaanites in the land that hail he -n Ji\micd 
to tlicm by l(T ; tlrat Mole;; h u! allur. d them 
helorc-hand, ami tliey miglu red I'uily ialisfiec' 
about it, that their (jwn ieeuritv,ami llu iroliiin- 
vation oftlicir own law's, tlepcndcd svliolly uj-oii 
it. Moreover, lie enjoined them to ;u ve tliii t r- 
eight cities t(< the Eevites, for they had aln-aily 
received ten in the ctnintry of the ;\moii(e.s; 
and three ol thelc he alfigned to thole that lied 
from tlie man-ilavers, who were to inhabit 
there, l.ir he wa ; very iolicitous that nolhiiyit 
Ihonld be negleel',,d wluch Moie,-. had ord,fin¬ 
ed. 'I’hefe cities were, of the tribe of [udafi, 
Hebron ; C)f that of Ephraim, .Sliecbem ; and of 
2 N tli.i 
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that of Naphtali, Caclcfli, which is a place of 
tile upper Galiltc. tie alfo didributed among 
them the reft of the prey not yet diftributed, 
which was very great, avhereby they had an 
inlluenec of great riches, both all in general, 
and every one in particular ; and this of gold, 
and of veftinents, and of other furniture, he- 
iides a multitude of cattle, whofe number could 
not be told. 

25. At'i'iR this was over, he gathered the 
army together to a congregation ; and Ipake 
thus to tliofc tribes that had their icttlement in 
the land e)f the Ainoritcs beyojrd Jordan, for 
t^OjOOO of them had armed thenilelves, and had 
gone to the war along with them : “ Since that 
God, v>>ho is the Father and Lord of tlic IIc- 
brew nation, has now given ns tills land lor a 
poftl-flion, and promil'ed to prclcrvc ns in the 
enjoyment of it as our own for ever ; and Imce 
you have with alacrity ofl'ered yourlelves to ai- 
lift us when we wanted that afliftanee on all 
occafions, according to his command, it is hut 
juft, now all om* difficuhies arc over, that you 
ilioukl be permitted to enjoy reft, and that we 
fhould trefpafs on ymur alacrity to help us no 
longer ; that fo, if we ftiould again Hand in 
need of it, we may readily have it on any fu¬ 
ture emergency,and not tireyou outlomiichnhw 
as may make you flower in aiTifting us another 
time. We therefore return you our thanks for 
the danger;; ) 0u have undergone with us, and 
we do it not at this time on.!)', but we iliall 
always l-ic thus dilpoied ; and Ire lo good as to 
1 emember our friends, and to preferve in mind 
what advantages wo have had from them, and 
how you have put oft'the eipoyments of your 
own Irappincfs for our fakes, and have laboured 
for what we have no’c, by the good will of 
God, obtained, and rcfolved not to enjoy your 
own proiperity till you had alForded us that af- 
ftftance. However, you have, hy joining your 
labour with ours, gotten great plenty of riches, 
and will carry home with you much prey, with 
gold, and lilver, and what is more tlran all 
thefe, our good-will towards you, and a mind 
willingly dilpofed to make a ricjuital of your 
kiudncls to us in what cafe foever you fhall dc- 
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fire it, for you have not omitted any 
which Mofes before-hand required of yr 
have you dci'pifed him becanfe he v 
and gone from you, fo that there is 
dimiuifti that gratitude which owe to 
We therefore difiniis you joyful to your own in¬ 
heritances ; and we intreat you to fupjiolc, that 
there is no limit to be let to tfi^j intimate'reia- 
tion that is between us ; and that you will not 
imagine, that hecaufc this river is intcrj)oi'cd 
between us, that you arc of a differeiU race 
from us, and not Hebrews, for we are all the 
pollcrity of Abraham, both we tiiat isihahit 
liere, and you that inhabit there ; and it is the 
laftic God that brought oiir forefathers aiui 
yours into the world, whole worflrip an.d form 
of government we arc to take care of, v. hielihe 
has ordained, and arc moft carefully to obferve. 
hecaufe wliilc you continue in tho,fe laws God 
will alfo fhew himfclf merciful and aflifting t(i 
you; hut if you imitate the other r.atic;ns, and 
foriakc thofe laws, he will rejeft your nation.” 
When Joflruahad fpoken ihus, and faluted tliem 
all, both thole in authority one by one, and the 
whole multiludc in common, he himfelf flayed 
where he was, hut the people conduded thole 
tribes on their journey,, and that not witlioui 
tears in their eyes; and indeed they hardly 
knew liow to part one from the other. 

26. Now when the tribe of Reuhel, and that 
of Cfad, and as many of the Manaflitcs as fol¬ 
lowed tliem, were pafled over the river, they’- 
built an altar on the hanks of Jordan, as a mo¬ 
nument to poftcrity, and a lign of the relation 
to thofe that Ihould inhabit on the other fide. 
Blit when thofe on the other fide lieard that 
thole who had been difmiffed had built an altar, 
hut did not hear with what intention they built 
it, but fuppofed it to be by way of innovation, 
and for the introdudion of Itrange gods, they 
did not incline to difbelievc it, hut thinking this 
defamatory report, as if it were built for divine 
worihip, was credible, they appeared in arm;;, 
as though they would avenge theml'clves on 
thofe that built the altar, and they were about 
to pafs over the river, and to punifh them for 

their 
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tlicir fubvcrfion of the laws of their country, 
-iln they did not think it lit to regard them on 
account of their kindred, or the dignity of thofe 
that liad given tlic occafion, hut to regard tlie 
will of (h)d, and the manner wherein he delir- 
ed to be worfliipped, fo tliefe men i)ut theni- 
lelvcs in aray tor war ; But joflaua, and Elea- 
/.av the high pfieft, and the fenatc, reftrained 
tliein ; and {)erluaded them firft to make trial 
i)y words of their intention, and afterwards, if 
they found tliat their intention was evil, then 
on.ly to prcicced to make Avar upon them. Ac¬ 
cordingly they lent as ambafTadors to them I’hi- 
neas, the Ibn of i'.iea/.ar, and ten more perfons 
that were i” clleem among the Hebrews, to 
learn of them what was in their mind, when, 
upon palling over the river, they had built an 
altar upon its banks. But as foon as thcle am- 
lialladors w'ere paihed OA'er, and were come to 
them, and a congregation was alTemhlcd, Phi- 
neas Hood up and faid “ That tlie offence they 
had been guilty of watv of too heinous a nature 
to be punilhedby wmrds alone, or by them on- 
iv to be amended for the future ; yet that they 
did not lb look at the hcinoufnel's of their tranf- 
grcllion as to have rccouric to arms, and to a 
battle for their punifhmcnt immediately ; but 
that, on account of their kindred, and the pro¬ 
bability there was that they miglit be reclaimed, 
they took this method of lending an amballage to 
them, that Avlicn we have learned trnc realbns 
by wdrich you have been moved to build this al¬ 
tar, we may neither feem to have been too ndh 
in alfaulting you by our weapons of AAurr, if it 
prove that you made the altar for jullihaljle rea- 
fons, and may then jiiflly puniih you if tlie ac- 
cufation prove true : for we can Irardly fuppofc 
that you, v/ho have been acquainted with the 
will of God, and have been hearers of thofe 
laws which he liimfeff hath given us, now y'Oii 
arc f'cparatcd from n^ and gone to that patri¬ 
mony of your.q^vlrfch you, through the grace 
of God, and that providence he cxcrciics over 
you, have obtained by lot, can forget him, and 
can leave that ark, and that altar Avhich is pe¬ 
culiar to us, and can introduce ftrange gods, 
and imitate the vbeked prabliccs of thc_Can:ian- 


ites. Now this will appear to have been a 
final! crime if you repent noAv, and proceed no 
fanlicr in your madncls, l)ut pay a due rever¬ 
ence to, and keep in mind the laws of your 
country ; but if you pcrliil in your lins, avo 
will not grudge our pains to preferve our 
laAAes, but wc will pais over jordan and dclcicd 
them, and defend God ailo, and fhall cllceni 
of you as of men no wav differing troin the Cb- 
naanltcs, but fhall dellroy yon in the like man¬ 
ner as we delink ed them ; tor do not you iina- 
glnc, that becanlc ymu are got over tlic river 
that you arc g<A out ot the reacli ot God’s 
poAver ; you are every where in places tiiat be¬ 
long to him, and impollible it is to OA'er-nm 
his power, and the puiillhmcnt he Avill bring 
on men thereby : But if you think that your 
fettlcmcnts here will be any oldlrublion to your 
eonvcrlion to what is good, nothing need hin¬ 
der us from dividing the land aacAV, and leav¬ 
ing this old land to he for the feeding of Iheep ; 
but you will do well to return to your clutAg 
and to leave off thcle new crimes : and wc l)c- 
I'eech you by your children, and wives, not to 
force us to puniih you. Take therefore inch 
mcalnrcs in this allcmhly, as lti])}>()ling that 
your oAvn fafety, and the fafety ol thole that 
arc dcarcfl to yoti, is therein concerned, and 
believe that it is belter for you to he conquered 
by AAmrds, than to contluue in your piirpole, 
and to cxjierience dectls and Avar therefore.” 

27. When Phincas had dil’couifcii tlius, the 
governors of the affemhly, and the Avholc mul¬ 
titude, began to make an apology Im them- 
fclvcs, concerning what they AA'cre ac.ulcd o‘ 
and they laid, “'Phat tiicy neltlier Avoiild lio- 
part frcin th.c relation they hare to them, nor 
had they l)ui!t the altar Iiy way of innovation : 
that they OAvned one and the la;nc e> intuon 
God will) ail the HchreAvs, and liiat hmren 
altar Avhieh was hei'ore the taliernarle, oo which 
they AAmnld oner their iacrihecs ; th.u as to tin: 
altar they Itad railed,, on account AvJiicIi tlum 
Avere tlni:', I'ui'pccled, it was not hiiil'i j(,-r v> w- 
Ihip, h/iit that it miglit he a lyy and A m 'ou- 
liieiiL Oi our rclatiOii to you {''T ever, amal a n;'- 

eel..!''V 
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relTary caution to us to a(ft v/lfely, and to con¬ 
tinue in the laws of our country, but not an 
handle for tranf^rcfTing them, as you fufpedf; 
and let God be our authentic wltnefs, that this 
was the occafion of our building this altar: 
Whence we beg you will have a better opinion 
of Us, and do not imj.utc fuch a thing to us, 
as would render any of the ])ofterity of Abra- 
]iam well wortliy of ]icrditif)n, in cafe they at¬ 
tempt to bring in new rites, and luch as a, e 
diiTcrcnt hajin our ufual pradiitvs.” 

c8. When they had made this anfwer, and 
Phineas liad commended them for it, he came 
to Jolliua, and ex'plained behmc the people 
what anfwer tl:ey bad received : now joihua 
v/as glad that he was under no neccllity of fet- 
ting them in aray, dr of leading them to fhed 
blood, and make war againft men of their own 
kindred ; and accordingly he oflered lacrifices 
of thankigiving to Cod lor the fame: So jo- 
flma after that, diffolved this great affembly of 
the people, and font tliem to their owm inhe¬ 
ritances, while he himfclf lived in Shechera. 
but in the twentieth year after this, when he 
avas very old, he fent for thofe of the greateft 
dignity in the feveral cities, with thole in au¬ 
thority, and the fcn;itc, and as many of the 
common people as could he prefeut; and when 
tlnw were come, he put them in mind of all 
the Ixtnehts God had heftowed on them, which 
cotilu not but he a g'rcat maiiAg Imcc from a 
low elhite they were advancwl to fo great a 
degree of glor)' and plenty; and exhorted 
them to take notice of the intentions of God, 
which had been !o gracious towards them ; and 
told them, that the Deify would continue their 
fri^ nd hv isothing elfe hut tlieir piety ; and 

Mncc ivit nnlv T’rornpius and Siiidas, hut an earlier 
auiacr, hldil”. CliDrcncnti.s, p. 52, 5;. and perh.ijis from 
Ms ('r';pi’ il aullujr, I\].iri!i.i C'.itin;!, one as old as Alexan¬ 
der t!ie (Ireat, fos doa'ii the fanu ns iiifcriptioii at'I'aii- 
j ier, conceriim;; the f'hl CanaaniU'S driven out of Palef- 
ti'ie by joll.us, lake it licre in that author’s own words: 
“ W'e are tliel. i,\ile. ;liat were go',ernors of the Canaan- 
itis, but ],ave h- e.i ilriwn .'.vraybv joihu.i the ri'bber, and 
a'-e ci'ine to iidi.-bit IkoV.” Se<' llie ne-te there. Nor is 
it uirvf'tihv or our notice'what Moles CJiorenenfis adds, 
]). .n and this upon a diligent examination, tea. “'rhat 
one of tlicll eminent men among the Canaaiiites came at 


' that It was proper for him, now he wa'’ 
to depart out of this life, to leave fu 
monition to them, and he defirc'’ 
would keep in memory this Ids c j 

t'lem. 

29. So Jolbua, when he had t ourfed 

to tliem, died, having lived an h .dn;d .and 
ten years ; lorty of which he lirid with Moles, 
in order to learn what might be for liis advan¬ 
tage afterwards. He alfo became their com¬ 
mander after Iris death for twenty-live vears. 
He was a matt tliat wanted not wililt.m, mrr 
elocptcncc, to declare his intentions to the jieo- 
ple, hut very eminent on both account.s. He 
w;is of great courage and magnaniniitv, i;. ac¬ 
tion and in dangers, and very lagai ioii:; in pro¬ 
curing the peace of tlie people, ;md of gteaf. 
virtue at all jtroper fi:afons. Pie was btirieiS 
in the city Timnath, of the tribe of Pphr.tim, 
*Al)ont the latne time died Picazar the Itigli 
prieft, leaving the higli prieflhood to his I'on 
Phineas. Ills monument alfo, and Icpuleltre 
arc In tlie city Gabatha.' • 
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after the Death (:f ffojleua their C'^anriand- 
cr, the Ifraclites tra/ffrcjj'cd the Latas nf their 
Country^ and experienced, great ylJJlicHonf; 
and ■when there %vas a Sedition arifen^ the 
T'ribe op' Benjamin was de/Iroycd, excepting 
only fix hundred Men. 

§ I. FTKR the death of Jofliua and Elea- 
zar, Phineas prophehed, t that ac¬ 
cording to God’s will they Ihould commit tlic 

govern- 

rbe fame time into Armcnr,', ami founded the Genlluiui.m 
family or tribe ; and tli.it this was confirmed by tiic maii- 
ners of the fame family or tiibo, as being like tliofc of thc 
C.inaanites.” t 

f 15y prcph.-<fy',ti 7 , xvlien fpokpi of an high prldl, Jolc- 
phu.s, both here and frequently elffpcre, me.niK no mot c 
than icnfilioip Got b% Urini; xvbieli the reader is Hill to 
be.ir in mind upon all occafions. And if St John, who 
was contemporary with Jofepbus, and of the f.ime country, 
made ufc of his Hyde, wlien be fays, tliat Ga'mphus bt’in^r 
biph peup tl.ut pcji'j ptcpl'ijied itjat dpos pjould die for it.at 

IMtioHy 
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f^ovt’rnment to -tlic tribe of Judah, and that 
, ibi . tilbc flioukl cleftroy the race of the Ca- 
naanites, for tlicn the people were concerned 
to lea.ru what was tlie will of God. They alfo 
took to their afnhancc the tribe of Simeon, but 
U])on this condition, that when thofe that had 
-liv^cn tributary to the tribe of Judah fliould be 
ilain, they flibeild do the like for the tribe of 
•Simeon. 

2. But the affairs of the Canaanites were at 
this time in a flourifliing condition, and they 
cxpedlcd the Ifraclites with a great army at t)ie 
city Bezek, having put the government into 
the hands of Adonibezek, which name denotes 
the 'Lor'd of Bezek^ for Adoni in the Hebrew 
tongue is called Lord. Now they hoped to 
liave been too hard for the Ifraelites, becaufe 
foflma was dead : But when the Ifraclites had 
■(oined battle with them, I mean the two tribes 
before-mentioned, they fought gloriouily, and 
flew above ten thoufand of them, and put the 
reft to flight; and’ in the purfuit they took 
Adonibezek, who, ^vhen his fingers and toes 
were cut off by them, faid, “ Nay, indeed, I 
was not always to lie concealed from God, as 
1 llnd by what I now endure, while I have 
not been afliamed to do the fame to * feventy- 
two kings.” So they carried him alive as far 
as Jerufulem-; and w'hen he was dead, they bu- 

nation, and not for that nation only, but that alfo he foauld ga¬ 
ther together in one, the i hildren of God that leere feattered 
abroad, xi. 51, 5Z. he may poffibly mean, that this was 
icvealcil to the hij.di pried by an extraordinary voice from 
between the cheiubiin, when he had his bread-plate or 
Ih-int and Lhumm'im on, before or in die mod holy place 
of the temple, which was no other than the oracle olUrint 
and Tf.nmnum. Of which above in the note on Antiq. B. 
HI. cliap. viii. ^ 9. 

* This groat number of fcvinifc^'-two reguli, or frnall 
lings, over whom Adonibe7,tih^ad tyrannized, and for 
wliich he w'as punidied according to the lex ialionis, as 
well as the thirty-one kint^s of Canaan fubdued by jofluia, 
and named in one chapterj/odi. xii. and thirty-two kings, 
or royal auxiliaries to li^iadad, king of .Syria, i Kings 
XX. I. Antiq. B. Vyi^^iap. xiv.§ i. intimate to us what 
was tlic ancient form of government among feveral na¬ 
tions before the monarchies began, viz. th:it every city or 
large town, with its neighbouring village:;, was adidinct 
government by itfclf; which is the more remarkable, bc- 
taufe this was certainly the form of eeclcfiadical govern¬ 
ment tliat was dttied by the apodlts, and ptcfcrvcii 
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ried him in the earth, and went on ftill in taking 
the cities ; and when they had taken the great- 
eft part of them, they bclicgcd Icruftilem : and 
when they had t.tkcn the Iciwcr city, v.'liich was 
not under a coufidcrablc time, they flew all the 
inhabitants ; but the upper city was not to be 
taken ^vithout great dilFiCulty, through the 
llrcngth of its walls, and the nature of the 
place. 

3. For which rcafon they removed their 
camp to Hebron ; and when they had taken it, 
they flew all the inhabitants. I’here were till 
then left the race of giants, who had bodies fo 
large, and countenances fo entirely different 
from other men, that they were furprifmg to 
the fight, and terrible to the hearing. The 
bones of thefe men are fllll fhewn to this very 
day, unlike to any credible relations of other 
men. Now they gave this city to the Levites, 
as an extraordinary reward, with the fuburbs 
of two thoufand cubits ; but the land thereto 
belonging they gave as a free gift to Galcb, ac¬ 
cording to the injumSlions of Moles. Tins 
Caleb W’as one of the I'pies which Mofes fent 
into the land of Canaan : they alfo gave land 
for habitation to the pofterity of Jethro, the Mi- 
dlanitc, who was the father-in-law to Mofes; 
for they had left their own country, and followed 

them. 

ti.roughout the CIniflian church in the firft ages of Clirif- 
tiariity. ]\Ir. Addifon is of ojiinioii, tlut “ it would cer¬ 
tainly he for the good of mankind to have all the mighty 
empires and monarchies of the woild cantoned out into 
petty Hates and prineipalitic:;, which, like fo many large fa¬ 
milies,, might lie under the obfervation of their proper 
governors, fo that the care of the prince migln extend it- 
fclf to every individual perfon under his pioteeHon, thongh 
he defpairs of fuch a feheme being brought about, and 
thinks that if it were, it v.ould (juiekly be deltrovcd.” 
Remarks on Italy, qto. p. 15 i. Nor is it unfit fo be ob- 
ferved here, that tlic Armenian records, though they 
give us the hiHory (d thirty-nine of their .ineientcil hevoe., 
or govcrnotit after the flood, before the days of .Sarduna- 
palis, had no proper king till the fortieth Parterus. .See 
Mofes Chorenenfis, p. y;. And that Almighty (Jod does 
not approve of fuch .abfolure or tyrannical inonarehic;, 
any one may learn that rt ads Dcut. xvii. 14,— zc. and 1 
.Sam. tiii 1 ,—Z2. although if Inch kings are let up .is o'a r- 
him for their fupreme King, and aim to govern .u'cording 
to his laws, he hath atimitted of tlien., and pic'tcetcd 
them .ind their fuhjvcls in all gcnei.itions. 

2 O 
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them, and accompanied them in the wilder- 
nefs. 

4. Now the tribes of judali and Simeon 
took the cities which were in the mountainous 
part of Canaan, as alfo Afkelon and AOidod, 
of thofc that lay near llie lea ; but Gaza and 
Kkron cfcapcd them, for they lying in a flat 
country, and haa'ing a great number of chai- 
iots, they forcly galled thofc that attacked them; 
So thefe tribes, vrhen they were grown very 
rich by this war, retired to their own cities, 
and laid afidc their weapons of war, 

5. But the Benjamites, to whom belonged 
Jerufaiein, permitted its inhabitants to pay tri¬ 
bute : So they all left off, the one to kill, and 
the other to expofe iheinfelves to danger, and 
had time to cultivate the ground. The rclt 
of the tribes imitated that of Benjamin, and 
did the fame; and contenting thcmfelvcs with 
the tributes that were paid them, permitted the 
Canaanites to live in peace. 

6. However, the tribe of Ephraim, when 
they hcfiegcd Bethel, made no advance, nor 
performed any thing worthy of the time they 
fpent, and of the pains they took about that 
ficgc, yet did they perfift in it, ftill fitting down 
before the city, though they endured great 
trouble thereby : But after fome time, they 
caught one of the citizens that came to them to 
get necclfaries, and they gave him fomc affur- 
anccs, that if he would deliver up the city to 
them, tlicy would preferve him and liis kin¬ 
dred ; fo he fware, that upon thofc terms he 
would put the city into their hands. Accord¬ 
ing he that thus betrayed the city was preferved, 
with Ifis family and the Ifraelites flew all the 
inliabitants, and retained the city for them- 
felves. 

y. After this, the Ifraelites grew effeminate 
as to fighting any more again!! their enemies, 
hut applied thcmfelvcs to the cultivation of the 
l.md, which producing them great plenty and 
riches, they ncglcffcd the regular difpofition 

*. Jofeplniv’s ewiy date of tfiis'Aiflory before die be¬ 
ginning hedges, or ■when there was no king in Ifrael, 

Jorigies iix. 'I. Ls flrongly confirmed by the large number 
of Benjamites both in the days of Afa and Jehofliaphat, 


of their fettlement, and indulged themfclv 
luxury and pleafures ; nor were they a’’ 
cr careful to hear the laws that be. 
their political government: Whereup 
was provoked to anger, and put them in .d, 
liifl liow contrary to his directions they had 
fjiared the Canaanites, and, after that, how 
thofc Canaanites, as opportunity ferved, nfed 
them very barbaroufly. But the Ifraelites, 
th.ough they were in heavinefs at thefe admo¬ 
nitions from God, yet were they Bill very un¬ 
willing to go to war ; and lincc the)' gc-f iarge 
tributes from the Canaanites, and were indil- 
pofed for taking pains by their luxury, they iui- 
fered their ariflocracy to he corrupted ali()j,and 
did not ordain thcmfclvevS a lenatc, '"t-'r any 
other fuch magiftrates as their laws had for¬ 
merly required, but they were very much given 
to cultivating their fields, in order to get MTalth; 
which great indolence of theirs brought a ter¬ 
rible fedition upon them, and they proceeded 
fo far as to fight one againff another, from the 
following occafion. ' - 

8. There * w^as a Levltc, a man of a 
vulgar family, that belonged to the tribe ol 
Ephraim, and dwelt therein; this man marri¬ 
ed a wife from Bethlehem, which is a place 
belonging to the tribe of Judah. Now he was 
very fond of his wife, and overcome wdth her 
beauty ; but he was unhappy in this, that he 
did not meet with the like return of affedion 
from her, for Ihe w^as averle to him, wdiich 
did more inflame his paffion for her, fo that 
they quarrelled one with another perpetual¬ 
ly ; and at lafl; the woman was fo difgufted 
at thefe quarrels, that Ihe left her hufband, 
and w'ent to her parents, in the fourth month. 
The hufband being very uncafy at this her de¬ 
parture, and that o'tK. of his fondiicfs for her, 
came to his father and mother-in-law, and 
made up their quarrels,^ and was reconciled to 
her, and lived with thetn there four days, as 

being 

2 Cliron. xiv. 8. and xvi. 17. wbo yet V'cre here reduced 
to 600 men: Nor can tliofc numbers be at all fuppofed 
enuine, if they were reduced fo late as the end of the , 
udges, where our other copies place this reduCliou. 
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l>L-mg kindly treated by her parents. On the 
■"fiij-tliY he refolved to go home, and went a- 
way in the eveinng ; for his wife’s parents were 
loath to part with their daughter, and delayed 
tfe lime till the day was gone. Now they liad 
one fervant that followed them, and an afs on 
which,the woman rode; and when they were 
near jerufal'c'tn. having gone already thirty 
i ariongs, the fervant advifed them, to take up 
tlieir lodgings fomcwherc, left fomc misfortune 
ihould hefal them if they travelled in the night, 
efpe'dkdly iince they were not far olF enemies, 
that feafon often giving reafon for fufpicion of 
danger,^ from even fuch as arc friends ; hut the 
huPiaTui was not pleafed with this advice, nor 
kas'-he-willing to take up his lodging among 
ft rangers, for the city belonged to the Canaan- 
ites, hut defired rather to go twenty furlongs far¬ 
ther, and fo to take their lodgings in fomc If- 
raelite city. Accordingly he obtained his pur- 
pofe, and came to Giheah, a city of the tribe 
of Benjamin, when it was juft dark ; and 
wlrile no one that ftved in the market-place in¬ 
vited him to lodge with him, there came an 
old man out of the field, one that was indeed 
(ft the tribeyft Ephraim, but relided in Giheah, 
and met him, and afked him. Who he was ? 
and for what reafon he came thither fo late ? 
and why he W'as looking out for provifions for 
fupper when it was dark ? To which he re¬ 
plied, That he was a Levlte, and was bring¬ 
ing his wife from her parents, and was going 
home, but he told him his habitation was in 
the tribe of Itphraim : So the old man, as well 
becaufe of their kindred, as becaufe they lived 
in the fame tribe, and alfo becaufe they had thus 
accidentally met together, took him in to lodge 
with him. Noav certain \toung men, of the 
inhabitants (sf Gibcahj^,>tfviug fecn the vcoman 
in the market-place, _ and admiring her beauty, 
when they uncierftooj that Ihc lodged with the 
old man, came to/ne doors, as contemning 
the weaknefs arttSTewnefs of the old man’s fa¬ 
mily; and when the old man defired them to 
go av/ay, and not to offer any violence or a- 
bufe there, tlicy defired him to yield them up 
the ftrauge woman, and then he fliould have 


no harm done to him : And when the old man 
alledged, that the hcviie was of his kindred, 
and that they would he guilty of horrid wick- 
edneis if they fuffered ihcmielves (o be over¬ 
come by their plcaiures, and fo offend againft 
their laws, they defjhrcd his righteous admoni¬ 
tion, and laughed him to feoru. They alfo 
threatened to kill him if he became an obftacle 
to their inclinations ; Vvdiercupon, when he 
found himfelf in great diflrels, and yet was not 
willing to overlook his guefts, and fee them a- 
huied, he produced his own daughter to them : 
and told them, that it was a finallev breach of 
the law to fatisfy their lull upon her than to a- 
hufe his guefts, luppofing that he himfelf 
ftrould by this means prevent any injury to he 
done to thole guefts. When they no avay a- 
bat(.'d of their carneftnefs fn- the ftrauge wo¬ 
man, hut infirted ahrolutcly on their delires <0 
have her, lie intreated tliem not to jierpctrate 
any Inch add of iujuftice ; but they proceeded 
to take her away liy force, and indulging ftill 
more the violence of their inclinations, they 
took the woman away to their tioufe, and when 
they had fitlsfied their hift upon her the wIk.Ic 
night, they let her go aliout day-hreak. 80 
file came to the jilace where .(he had been en¬ 
tertained, under great afflidtiou at what had 
happened, and was very f'orrowful upon occa- 
lion of what 'he had fuftered, and diull not look 
her hufband in the face for lhame, for flic con¬ 
cluded that lie would never forgive her for 
what file Intd done, lb flic fell down, and gave 
up the glioft ; but lier hufband fupjiofed that 
his wife was only faft afleep, and thinking-m)- 
tblng of a more melancholy nature had hajv 
pened, endeavoured to raife licr up, rcfolviag 
to fpcak comfortably to her, fiucc flie did not 
voluntarily expofe herfclf to thefe mens lull;, 
but was forced away to their boufe; but as 
foon as he perceived Ibe was dead, be adted as 
prudently as the greatnefs of liis misfortunes 
would admit, and laid bis dead wife upon the 
bcaft, and carried her home; and cutting her 
limb by limb into twelve pieces, he fent them 
to every tribe, and gave it in charge to tbofe 

rliat 
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that Carried them, to inform the tribes of thofe 
that were the caufes of his M'ife’s death, and of 
the violence they had oiTered to her. 

9. Upon this the people were greatly dif- 
turbed at what they faw, and at what they 
heard, as never having had the experience of 
filch a thing before ; lo they gathered them- 
felvcs to Shiloh, out of a prodigious and a juft 
.anger, and alfembling in a great congregation 
Icfore the tabernacle, they immediately refol- 
ved to take arms, and to treat the inhabitants 
of Gibcah as enemies ; but the fenate reftrain- 
cd them from doing fo, and perfuaded them, 
that they ought not fo haftily to make war 
upon people of the fimc nation with them, 
before tlicy dUcourfcd them by words concern¬ 
ing the accufatioa laid againft thenr; it being 
part of their law, that they fiiould nut bring 
an army againft foreigners ihemfelves, when 
they apjxiar to have been injurious, without 
lending an ambaft'age firft, and trying thereby 
whether they will repent or not; and accord¬ 
ingly they exhorted them to do what they 
ought to do in obedience to their laws, that is, 
to fend to tlie inhabitants of Gibcah, to know 
whether they would deliver up the oilcndcrs 
to them ; and if they delivered them up, to 
reft fatisfied with the puniihmcnt ('f thole of¬ 
fenders ; but if they defpifed the meftage that 
was fent them, to pimifh them, by taking up 
arms againft them. Accordingly they fent to 
the inhabitants of Gibcah., and accufed the 
young men (;f the crimes committcxl in the 
affair of the Levite’s wdfe, and required of 
them tliofe that had done what was contrary 
to the law, that they might he pnnilhed, as 
having.juftly deferved to die for what they had 
clone : But the inhabitants of Gibeah would 
not deliver up the young men, and thought 
it too reproachful to them, out of fear of wnar, 
to fubmit to other mens demands upon them ; 
vaunting themfclves tc^ be no way inferior to 
Any in war, neither in their number, nor ; in 

'* JorepliDS fetms here to have ir.aite a frnall tniflakc, 
when hf took tht Hebutv.' v/orA Bcth-Ei, which denates 
tlic Houfe of GoJ, cr the Tiil/inuile, Judg. xx. 18. for the 
proper n.nne of a pLscc, it no way appearing tluU ,^ 


courage. The reft of their tribe were alio 
making great preparation for war ; ft'’- , 

were lo iniblcntly mad allb, as to rclblvc to 
repel force by force. 

10. When it was related to the Ifraelitcs, 
what the inhabitants of Gibcah had refolvcd 
upon, they took their oath, that nc--lic of 
them would give his daughter it:, manhige to a 
Benjarnite, but make war with greater fury 
.againft them than we have learned our fore¬ 
fathers made war .againft the Canaanites; and 
lent out prefently an army of four ll^.'lKlrcd 
thoufand againft them, while the Benjamites 
.army w^as twenty-five thoufand and fix hun¬ 
dred, five hundred of which were excellent at 
flinging ftones with their left h.ands, iubx.iiich, 
that when the battle was joined at Gibcah, the 
Benjamires heat the Ilraclites, and of tlicm there 
fell two thoufand men ; and probably more had 
been deftroyed, had not the night come t n and 
prevented it, and broke off the figlit; fb the 
Benjamites returned to the city witli joy, ami 
the ffraelitcs returned to' their camp in a great 
fright at what had h.appened. On the next 
day, when they fought again, the Benjamites 
beat them, and eighteen tlioufand of the Ifraei- 
ites were IJain, and the,refl: deferted their camp 
out of fear of a greater fiaughter. So they 
came to * Bethel, a city that was near their 
camp, and failed on the next day ; ami hc- 
fought God by Phineas the high pricll, that his 
wratlf againft them might eeafe, and that he 
would be fatisfied witli thcle two del'cats, and 
give them the viblory and power over their c- 
ncmie.s., Accordingly God promifed them fo 
to do by the prophefying of I’hineas.. 

ij. When therefore they had divided the 
army into two p.arts, they laid the one half of 
them in amhulh aboift^t-he city Gibcah by night, 
while the other half attacked the Benjamites, 
who retiring upon the idfault, the jknjamitcs 
purfued them, while the^ Hebrews retired by 

flow 

the tabernacle was ever at Bethel; only fo far it is true, 
that Shiloh, the place of tlie tab^naclc in the days of ihc 
judges, was net far from Bttli'cl. 
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ed out pf hia throne for joy of the dfe^m* fo 
*Ehud fmote him to the heart, and leaving his 
claggej- in his body, he Went out and fltut the 
docn’'’ftfter him. ^ow the king’s fervanta were 
very ftlll, as fu|)|)Ofing that the king had tibiia- 
j^ofed hhnfi?^|»|ie^. ^ 

3. Ehud informed the people 

of Jericho privately of what he had done, and 
exhorted them to recover their liberty; who 
heard him gladly, and went td their arms, 
and fdnt melTengers over the country, that 
fhould found trumpets of rams horns, for it 
was our cullom to call the people together by 
them. Now the attendants of Eglon were igno¬ 
rant of what misfortune had befallen him for a 
great while ; but towards the evening, fearing 
•fome uncommon accident had happened, they 
-entered into his parlour, and when they found 
Aim dead, they were in great difordcr, and 
•knew not what to do : And before the guards 
could be got together, the multitude of the If- 
•raelites came upon them, fo that fome of them 
were flain immediately, and fome were put to 
flight, and ran away toward the country of 
Modb, in order to fave themfelves. Their 
number was above ten thoufand. The Ifrael- 
ites feized upon the ford of Jordan, and purfu- 
ed them, and flew tliem,' and many of them 
they killed at the ford, nor did one of them 
efcape out of their hands ; and by this means 
it was that the Hebrews freed themfelves from 
flavery under the Moabites. Ehud alfo was 
on this account dignified with the government 
over all the multitude, and died after he had 
held the government eighty years. He was 
.1 man worthy of commendation, even befides 
what lie defen'cd for the fore-mentioned ad 
of his. After Iiim Shamgar, the fon of Anath, 
was eleded for tlteir governor, but died in the 
firll year of his government. 

* Thcfe eighty y ir« fot the government of Ehud are ne- 
celVary to Jof'-phus’s ufii.il large numbers, between the Lx- 
o(lu‘, and the building of the temple, of 592 or 612 years, 
but not to the finulleil number of 480 years, i King. vi. i. 
•whiih lelTcr number Jofephus feems fometimes to have 
followed. And i'lrev ni the beginaiiig of the next chap- 
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How the Capmnites brought the IfraeUtes under 
* Slavery for twenty ITears; ^^fter which they 
, were delivered, hy BaredrShd Dehorah^ who 
ruledMVtr them for fefty Tears. 

^ *•' /k it jfas thRt the IfraeRtes, 

taMhg i)6r'warnmg hy their former 
misfortdnes'tb amend their manners, and nei¬ 
ther worlhipping God, nor fubmittin^ to the 
Ittws, were brought under flavery by Jabin,,itii: 
king of the Canaanites,* and that befoi’b' the); 
had a Ihort breathing time after the flavery un¬ 
der the Moabites ; for' this Jabin came out 0 
Hazor, a city that Was fituate over the la 4 e Se 
mechonitis, and had in pay three hund?o 5 th 6 u 
fand footmen, and ten thoufand horfemen, with 
no fewer than three thoufand chariots- Sifera 
was the commander of all his army, and was 
the principal perfon in the king’s favour. He 
fo forely beat the IfraeUtes wlwn they fought 
with him, that he ordered them to pay tribute. 

2. So they continued t6 undergo that hard-- 
fliip for twenty years, as not good enough 
of themfelves to grow wife hy theif misfor¬ 
tunes. God was willing alfo hereby the more 
to fubdue their obftinacy and ingratitude to* 
wards hlmfelf; So when at length they weie 
become penitent, and were fo wife as to learn 
that their calamities arofe from their contempr 
of the laws, they befought Deborah, a certain 
prophetefs among them (which name, in the 
Hebrew tongue, figrlifies a l>eej to pray to 
God to take pity on them, and not to overlook 
them, now they were ruined by the Canaan- 
ites. So God granted them deliverance, and 
chofe them a general, Barak, one that was 
of the tribe of Naphtali (now Barak in the 
Hebrew tongue fignifies lighttiin^.J 

3 . So 

ter It is faid by Jofephus, tliat here was hardly a bnnthwg 
time for the IlVaelites before jliban came and enllaved them, 
it is highly probable that fome of the copies in his time had 
here only eight years inftcad of eighty j as had th.it of The- . 
ophilus of Antioch, ad dutelyc. B. III. and this moft pro¬ 
bably from his c©|ry of Jofephus. v 
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3. There was one whofe- name was Otb~ 
nisi, ihe fon of Kenaz, of the tribe of Judah, 
an active man, and of great courage. He had 
an admonition frongrCod, not to overlook the 
Ifraelites in fuch a dtftrefs as they were now 
in, but to endeavour Ijoklly to gain them their 
liberty: So when hert^ad procured fome to af- 
fift him inVItlds dangebesjjS undertaking (and 
few they were who, either" out of fhame at 
their prefent circumrtanees, or out of a defire of 
rhaupng them, could be prevailed on to affifl 
/lYmy'ne firlt of all deftroyed that garrifon which 
Chuflian had fet over them; but when it was 
perceived that he had not failed in his firft at- 
temfmore of the people came to liis affiftance, 
fo'Jh'cyJoined battle with the Alfyrians, and 
drove them entirely before them,, and compel¬ 
led them to pafs over Euphrates. Hereupon 
Othnicl, who had given fuch proofs of his va¬ 
lour, received from the multitude authority to 
iudge the people : And when he had ruled over 
them forty years, he died. 
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Huii> our People ferved the Moahlles eighteen 
Teurs, and were then delivered from Sla- 
o’rry l>}> one llbud, vaho retained the Dominion 
eighty } ears. 

HEN Othnicl was dead, the affiiirs 
of the Ifraelites fell again into dif- 
■ '/rdcr ; and while they neither paid to God the 
honour due to him, nor were obedient to the 
laws, thjir adliCllons increafed, till Eglon, 
king of the Moabites, did fo greatly defpife 
them, on account of the diforders of their po¬ 
litical g<wcrnmeat, that he made war upon 
(hem, and overcame them, in feveral battles, 
and utadc the moll courageous to fuhmit, and 
entirely fubdued their army, and ordered them 
to pay him tribute. And when he had built 'him 

* Ft appears by tlic facre<l hin,ory, Judg. j. ii 5 .> iii. 13. 
that Eglnii’s pavilion or palaoe was at the city of P.ilm-trccs, 
as tlie plare wlicre jericlio Irad (Food is called after its d.e- 
(Iruflioii by Joihua, (bat is, at or near the dcmoliflied 
■city. Accordiirgly J<,:fcphiis (ays it was at Jericho, or 
ratlicriu that line LOU ’.try of n.i'm-trccs, upon or near to 1 


a royal palace at * Jericho, he omitted no me* 
thod whereby he might diftrefs them; and in-^ 
deed be reduced them to poverty for eighteen 
ycafs. But whert God had once take# pity 
of fcbe lfraeKtesi on account of their afflidions, 
and was moved to compalFion by their fuppli-* 
cations put up to him, he freed tliem from the 
hard ufage they had met with under the Mo¬ 
abites. This liberty he procured for them in 
the following manner. 

2. There was a young man of the tribe of 
Benjamin, whofe name was Ehnd,. the fon of 
Gera, a man of very great courage in bold un¬ 
dertakings, and of a vefy flrong body, lit for 
hard labour, but beft fkillcd in ufmg liis left' 
hand, in which w;is'his whole ftrength ; and 
he alfo dwelt at Jericho. Now this man be¬ 
came familiar with Eglon, and that by me.ans 
of prefents, with which he obtained his favour, 
and iniinuatcd himfclf into his good opinion, 
wliercby lie was alfo- beloved of thofe tliat 
were about the king. Now when, on a time, 
he was bringing prefents to the king, and bad 
two fervants with him, he put a dagger on his 
right thigh fccrctly, and went in to him : It 
j was then fiimmcr-time,. and the middle of tlib 
; day, when the guards were not ilridiy on their 
! watch, both hccaufe of the heat, and becaufc 
I they were gone to dinner.. So tlie young man, 
when he had offered his prefents to the king, 
who then rcfided in a fmall parlour that Pood 
conveniently to avoid the heat; he. fell into dif- 
courfe with him, for they were now alone, the 
king having bid his Servants that attended him 
to go- tlieir Vv\ays, becaufc. he had a mind to 
talk with Ehud. He w'as now littiiig on his 
throne ; and fear leized upon Ehiu! led lie 
fliould mils his ftrokc, and not give him a 
deadly, wound; fo he* railed himlelf up, and 
faid, he had a dream to impart to him by the 
command of God ; upon which the king leap¬ 
ed 

tl\c fairc, fpet of ground on which jeriebo bad foniif.ly 
flood, and on wliicli it was rubnilt by liici, i Kii'cs xvi. , 
34. Cur other copies, tlr.U avoid its proi’(-r nrnr.c 'JaiP-j,, 
and call it the city of Palm-tree: only,, iji- ics !i,.k: nturc ;.c- 
curatcly than jefephus. 
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fTunrd their daughters, and thrlt they ought not 
»to be over angry at the Benjamites, fince that 
anger was permitted to rife too high already.” 
So the Ifraclitcs were pcifuadcd to follow this 
advice ; and decreed, that the Beitjamiles thould 
he allowed thus to fteai thcnifclvcs wives. So 
when the fcllivai wms coming on, tlrefc two hun¬ 
dred Benjamiics lay in ambulli before the city, 
l>y two and tlrrce top;cthcr, and waited for the 
Cl ining of the virgins, in the vineyards, and 
other places, where they could lie concealed. 
Accoixiingly the virgins came along playing, 
and fufpeded nothing of what was coming up¬ 
on them, and walked after an unguarded man¬ 
ner; fo thofc that lay fcaUered in the road rofc 
up, and caught hold of them; by this means 
thcle Benjamites got them wives, and fell to 
agriculture, and took good care to recover their 
former happy Bate. And thus was tliis tribe of 
the Benjamites, after they had lx;cu in danger 
of entirely ])cnlhing, faved in the manner forc- 
raendoned, by the wifdom of the Ifraclitcs ; 
and accordingly it prefcntly flouriihed, andfoon 
increaled to be a multitude, and came to enjoy 
all other degrees of happinefs. And lucli was 
the conclufion of this war.. 


C H A P. III. 

Ilf, IV ilc Jfracr:(es., afU’r tin Mispjrtitne^ grew 
zviiL J., iiuJ fervrd the yllfy-ruuis ; a?ul bow 
Ginl iicin by who ruLd 

ever tbcni ih'.'/.n 

§ t.TVT OVf it hapreued, that the tribe of 
jL^ D.'.n iiifii.Ted in like inanntier with 
the tribe of Benjainin ; and it came to do fo 
on the occaliou followip.g; When the llraclitcs 
had already left cdf the (umreife of their arms 
for war, and were iiitcnt upoit their hufban- 
(Iry, the. Canaan'Ucs derpikd them, and brought 
together an army, not bacatife. they expeded 
to fulfcr l;y them, hut hcc-aufe they had a muni 
to have a fure j)rolped of treating the Hebrews 
ill when they plcafad, ami might lherel)y for 
the time to come dwell in their own cities the 
more iccurcly : They prepared, therefore their 
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chariots, and gathered their foldiery together 
their cities alfo combined together, anchdrev* 
ov^-r to them Alkelon and Ekron, which were 
within the tribe of Judah, many more of 
thofe that lay in the plait/*^ They alfo forced 
the Danites to fly into tl/e mountainous coun-' 
try, and leff them not tW leaft portion of the 
plain country to fet fbeif foot onr* Since then 
thefe Danites w’ercHot able to fight them, and 
had not land enough to fuftain them, they lent 
five of their men into the mid-land country, 5,0 
j fee for a land to wdiich they might rrvnove 
1 their habitation : So thefe men went as far as 
I the neighbourhood of mount Libanus, and the 
i fountains of the leffer Jordan, at the g«feat 
' plain of Sidon, a day’s journey from tWicity ; 

; and when they had taken a view of the land, 
j and found it to be good, and exceeding fruit- 
1 ful, they acejuainted their tribe with it; where- 
I upon they made an expedition with an army, 
j and built there the city Dan, of the fame name 
with the fon of Jacob, and of the fame name 
with their own tribe. 

2. I’nn Ifraclitcs grew fo indolent, and iiiv 
rcady of taking pains, that niisfortunes caiuc 
heavier upon them, whicli alfo proceeded iu 
part from their contempt of the divine worfhip; 
for when they had once fallen oft'from the re¬ 
gularity of their political government, they in¬ 
dulged tlremfelves farther in living according 
to tlieir own {ilcafure, and according to their 
own will, till they were full oi' the evii cloingy 
that W'cre common among tlic Canaanifec. 
God. tiurcj'crc was angry with them, and they 
loft, tliat their happy Rate, w'hich they had ob¬ 
tained by innumerable labours, by their luxury ; 
for, when Chuftian, king of the AlFyrians, had 
made war againtt them, they loft many of ihcit 
foldicrs in the battle, and when they were be- 
lieged, they were taken by jbree; nay,' ihere 
wmre Ibme, who, out of fear, voluntarily fuh- 
mitted to him, and thought the tribute laid 
upon them was more tiian they could bear ; 
yet did they pay it, aud underwent all fort of 

I (^pprclfion ibr eight years ; after which time 
j they were freed from them in the following 

II manner. 3, TitERii 
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flow degrees, as very defiroua tO’ draw them I 
'’c-iMifUy from the city, and the other followed 
them as they retired, till both the old men and 
young men thansjyere left in the city, as tod 
weak to fight, cam^-running out together with 
them, as willing to wring their enemies under, 
f^bwevei'jjwhcn thiw were a great way from i 
the city, tlle'''‘'Hebrewk-^ away no longer, I 
but turned back to fight tKem, and lift up the 
fignal they had agreed on to thofe that lay in 
ambufli, who rofe up, and with a great noife 
fell 'upon the enemy. Now, as foon as ever 
they perceived themfelves to be deceived, they 
kn^w not what to do, and when they were driv¬ 
en' into a certain hollow place, which was in 
a 'valic-y, they were fhot at by thofe that cn- 
eompafled them, till they were all deftroyed, ex¬ 
cepting fix hundred, which formed themfelves 
into a clofe body of men, and forced their paf- 
fage through the midft of their enemies, and 
fled to the neighbouring mountains, and feizing 
upon them, remained there ; but the reft of i 
them, being about'twenty-five thoufand, were 
flain. Then did the Ifraelites burn Gibcah, 
and flew the women, and the males that were 
under age. They did the fame alfo to the o- 
ther cities of the Benjamites. And indeed 
they were enraged to that degree, that they 
fent twelve thoufand men out of the army, and 
gave them orders to deftroy Jabelh Gilead, be- 
canl'c it did not join with them in fighting 
againft the Benjamites. Accordingly thofe that 
were fent flew the men of war, with their child¬ 
ren and wives, excepting four hundred virgins. 
To fuch a degree had they proceeded in their 
-ingcr, hecaufe they not only liad the fuffering 
of the Levite’s wife to avenge, but the daugh¬ 
ter of their own foldiers. 

12. However, they afterward were furry 
for flic calamity they had brought upon the 
Benjamites and appointed a faft on that account, 
although they fuppofed thofe meu had fuffered 
jaftly for their offence againft the laws ; fo they 
recalled by their ambaffatlors thofe fix hundred 
which had cfcapcd. Thefe had feated them¬ 
felves on a certain rock called Rimmon, which 
was in the wildernefs ; fo the ambafladors la- 
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mented nbt Only the difafter that had liefallen 
the Benjamites, but themfelves alfo, by this cle- 
l^£tion of their kindred, and pcrluaded them 
fo 'take it patiently, and to come and unite with 
them, ami not, fo far as in them lay, to give 
their fuffrage to the utter deftrudlion of the trilx: 
of Benjamin ; and faid to them, “ We give you 
leave to take the whole land of Benjamin to 
yourfelves, and as much prey as you are able 
to carry away with you.” So ihefc men with 
forrow confefled, that what had been doile was 
according to the decree of God, and had hap¬ 
pened for their own wickednefs, and afiented 
to thofe tliat invited them, and came down to 
their own tribe. The Ifraelites alfo gave them 
the four hundred virgins of jaheflt Gilead for 
wives ; but as to tlic remaining two lumdred, 
they deliberated about it how they might com- 
pafs wives enough for them, and that they 
might have children by them: And whereas 
they had before the w'ar began taken an oath, 
that no one would give his daughter to wife to 
a Benjamite, fome advifed them to have no re¬ 
gard to what they had fworn, hecaufe the oath 
had not been taken advlfediy and judicioufly, 
but in a pafllon, and thought that they flumld 
do nothing againft God, if they were able to 
fave a whole tribe which was in danger of per- 
iihing; and that perjury was then a i'ad and 
dangerous thing, not wlun it is done out e>f 
neceffity, but when it is done with a wicked 
intention. But when the fenate were affright¬ 
ed at the very name of perjury, a certain per- 
fon told them, that he could fhew^ them h way 
whereby they rniglit pnjcure tlie Benjamites 
wives enough, and yet keep their oath. Tlicy 
afked him what his propofd was? He faid, 
That “ three times in a year, when wc meet 
in Shiloh, our wives and our daughters accom¬ 
pany us; let then the Benjamites be allowed to 
fteal away, and marry fuch women as they can 
catch, while wc will neither incite them, nor 
forbid them ; and when their parents fake it iil, 
and defire us to inflift punirinnent upon them, 
we will tell them, that they -^vere themfelves the 
caufe of what liad happened, by neglecting to 
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3. So Deborah fcnt for Barak, and bid him | 
chufc him out ten thoufand young men to go a- 
gainll the enemy, becaufe God had faid, that 
that number was fufficient, and promifed them 
viftory. But when Barak faid, that he would 
not be the general unlefs Ihe would alfo go as 
a genera}, with him, fhe had indignation at .what 
he faid,''ShCi replied, “Thou, O Barak, deli- 
verell up meanly that authority which God hath 
given thee, into the hand of a woman, and I 
do not rejedl it.” So they colledled ten thou- 
i.uid men, and pitched their camp at mount 
Tabor, where, at the king’s command, Sifera 
met them, and pitched his camp not far from 
tlie,bnemy; whereupon the Ifraelites, andBa- 
i.lk'bi’yfelf, were fo affrighted at the multitude 
of thofe enemies, that they ws^^e refolved to 
inarch off, had not Deborah retained them, and 
commanded them to light the enemy that very 
day, for that they flaould concpier them, and 
God would be their affiftance. 

4. So the battle began ; and when they were 
come to a clofc there came down from 
heaven a great ftorm, with a vaft quantity of 
rain and hail, and the wind blew the rain in 
the face of tlie Ganaanites, and fo darkened 
their eyes, their arrows and flings were of no 
advantage to them ; nor would the coldnefs of 
the air permit the foldiers to make ufc of their 
fwords, while this ftorm did not fo much in¬ 
commode the Ifraelites, becaufe it came in their 
backs. They alfo took fuch courage, upon the 
apprehenfion that God was affifting them, that 
they fell upon the very rnidft of their enemies, 
and flew a great number of them; fo that fome 
of them fell by the Ifraelites, fome fell by their 
own horfes which were put into diforder, and 
not a few were killed by tiieir own chariots. 
At laft Sifera, as foon .a.v he faw himfelf beat¬ 
en, fled away, and p^me to a woman whofe 
name was a Ktarite, who received him, 
when he defired to be concealed ; and when 
he alkcd for fo'.uevvhat to drink, flte gave him 
four milk, of which he drank fo unmeafurably, 
that he fell afleep ; but when he was afleep, 
Jac 4 took an iron nail, and drove it through 
his temples with an hammer into the floor: 
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and when Barak came a li'Jle afterward, The 
flicwed Sifera nailed to the ground. And thus 
was this vidtory gained by a woman, as De¬ 
borah had foretold. Barak alfo fought with 
Jabin at Hazor ; and when he met with him 
he flew him : and when the genera! was fallen, 
Barak overthrew the city to the fotindalion, 
and was the commander of the Ifraelites for 
forty years. 

C H A P. VI. 

IIoiv the Midianitc.f and other Natirnis fought 
againji the Ifraelites^ and heat thcin^ and af- 
Jli&cd their Country for feven Years, I low 

they were delivered hy Gideon,, who ruled 
over the Multitude for feven Years, 

§ I. IVTOW tvhen Barak and Deborah wcie 
X ^ dead, whofe deaths happened about’ 
tlic fame time ; afterwards tlic Midianites called 
the Amalekites and Arabians to their aflifleance, 
and made war againft the Ifraelites, and Vvctc 
too .hard for thole that fought againft tlicm ; 
and when they had burnt the fruits cd the 
earth, they carried off the prey. Nov; when 
they had done this for three years, the multi¬ 
tude of the Ifraelites retired to the mountains, 
and forfbok tlic plain country, lliey alfo made 
themfelves hollows under ground, and caverns, 
and preferved therein whalfoever had cfcaped 
their enemies; for the Midianites made cx])c- 
ditions in harveft time, but permitted them 
to plough thejandin winter, that fo, when 
tlie others liad taken the pains, tliey might 
liave fruits for them to carry away. Indeed 
there enfued a famine, and fcarcity of iood, 
upon which they betook theinlcivc.s to their 
fupplications to God, and bcl’ought him to favc 
them. 

2. Gii^on alfo, the fon of Joafli, one of 
the principal peiTuiis of the tribe of Manalfeh, 
brought his flicaves of corn privately, and 
threflaed them at the wine-prefs; for lie was 
too fearful of their enemies to threib llietn 
openly in the .tlireftiing-floor. At this time 

2 Q fome- 
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fomcwhat appeared to him in tlie flnipe of 
a younj; man, and fold him, “ that he wan an 
happy man, and beloved of CJod.” I'o which 
he immediately replied, “ A mighty indication 
('f (Jod’s favour to me, that I am forced to ule 
'Jiis wlne-preft inftead of a threlhing-floor !” 
But the appearance exhorted him to be of good 
courage, and to make an attempt for the reco¬ 
very of their liberty. Heanrw.ercd, That “it 
was impolhble for him to recover it, becaufe 
the tribe to which he belonged was by no means 
numerous, and bccaufe he was but young 
himfclf, and too inconfidcrable to think of fuch 
great adions.” But the other proniifed 'him, 
that God would fupply what he was defedive 
in, and would afford the Ifraelites vidory un¬ 
der his condud. 

3. Now therefore as Gideon was relating 
tins to feme young rPen, tliey believed him, 
and Immediately there was an army of ten 
thoufand men got ready for fighting. But 
God flood by Gideon in his flecp, and told him, 
Tjiat “ mankind were too fond of themfelvcs, 
and were enemies to fuch as excelled in virtue; 
now that they might notpafs God over, but af- 
cribe the vidory to him, and might not fancy it 
obtained by their own power, bccaufc they were 
a great army, and able of themfelves to light 
their enemies, hut might confeis that it was 
owing to his afllRancc, be advifed him to bring 
his army about noon, in the violence of the 
heat, with him to the river, and to efleem tbofe 
that bent dovvp on their knees, and fo drank, 
to be men of eourngc, but for all tliofe that drank 
tumultuoufly, that heflroiild cflcem them to do 
it out of fcar, and as in dread of their enemies.” 
And v/hen Gideon had done as God had fug- 
geflcd to him, there wore found three hundred 
men that took water with tlieir hands tumultu- 
oully ; fo God bid him take thefc men, and at¬ 
tack the enemy. Accordingly^ th«.y pitched 
their camp at the river Jordan, as ready the 
next day to pafs over it. 

4. But Gideon was in great fear,, for Gml 
had told him before-hand, ghat he fhould Jet 
upon his enemies in the night-time :, But God 
being willing to free him from his fear, bid him 


take one of his foldiers, and go near to the Mi-'^ 
dianltcs tents, for that he fhould from that very 
place Iiave his courage raifed and grow bold. 
So he obeyed, and went and took his fervant 
I’hurali with him ; and as he came near to one 
of the tents, he difeovered that thofe that were 
in it were awake, and that one of them was 
telling to his fellow-foldicr a dreamwTfbls own, 
aixl that fo plainly, that Gideon could hear him. 
The dream was this: He thought lie faw a 
barley cake, fuch an one as could hardly he 
eaten by men, it was fo vile, rolling tlyrArg., 
the camp, and overthrowing the royal lent, 
and the tents of all the foldiers. Now the 
other foldier explained this vifion to rneaic the 
dcllrudion of the army, and told them prc.ui. 
his realbn was which made him fo to conjedurc, 
vrz: that the feed called barley was all of it al¬ 
lowed to be of the vileft fort of feed, and that 
the Ifraelites were known to be tlie vilelt of all 
the people of Afia, agreeably to the iced of bar- 
Icyg and that what feemed to look big among 
the Ifraelites was this Oid^cn, and the army 
that was with him : and lince thou faydl thou 
didll fee the cake overturning our tents, 1 am 
afraid left God hath granted the vidlory over 
us unto Gideon. 

5. Wiu:n Gideon had heard thi.H dream^ 
good hope and courage came upon him ; and 
he commanded his foldiers to arm themfelves, 
and told them of this vifion of their enemies. 
They alfo took courage at what was told them, 
and were ready to perform what he fliould cn- 
j join them : So Gideon divided his array into 
I three parts, and brought it out about the fourth 
MMtch of the night, each part containing an 
hundred men: they all bare empty pitchers, 
and lighted lamps in their hands, that their on- 
fet might not be ‘dilcovered by their enemies. 
They had alfo each cJVhem a ram's horn in 
his right hand, which fve ufed inftead of a 
trumpet., The enemies camp took up a large 
fpaee of ground ; for it Ibppcned they had 
a great many i imcls ; and as they were divid¬ 
ed into diftVrcntnations, fo they were all con¬ 
tained in one circle. Now when the Hebrews 
did;as they were ordered before-hand, upon 

their 




VII. 


ANTI QJJ I T I E S OF THE JEWS, 

N 




*57 


tlieir approach to their enemies, and on the 
fignal given, founded with their rams horns, 
'and brake their pitchers, and fet upon their 
^enemies with their lamps, and a great Ihout, 
\'and cried, “Vidory to Gideon, by God’s af- 
tance,” a diforder and a fright felzed on the 
.otlnT men, while they were half alleep, for it 
was ni^iri.-clme, as God would have it; fo that 
a few of them were (lain by their enemies, but 
(he greateft part by their own foldiers, on ac¬ 
count of the dlverfity of their language; and 
they were once put into diforder, they 
Jhillcd all that they met with, as thinking them 
to be enemies alfo. Thus there were a great 
jl inliter made. And as the report of Gideon’s, 
vih^rv fame to the Ifraclites, they took their 
weapons and purfued their enemies, and over¬ 
took them in a certain valley, encompall'ed with 
torrents, a place which thefe could not get over j 
fo that they cncompaired them, and flew them 
all, with their kings Oreb and Zeeb. But the 
remaining captains led thofe foldiers that were 
left, which were ;A'"';t eighteen thoufand, and 
'pitched their camp a gx'eat way off the Ifraclites. 
ilowever, Gideon did not grudge his pains, but 
purfued them with all his army, and joining 
battle with them, cut off the whole enemies 
Army, and took the other leaders, Zebah and 
Zalmuna, and made them captives. Now there 
were flain in this battle of the Midianites, and 
of their auxiliaries the Arabians, about an hun¬ 
dred and twenty thoufand j and the FIcbrews 
took a great prey, gold and filver, and gar¬ 
ments, and camels, and afles. And when Gi¬ 
deon was come to his own country of Ophrali, 
he ilew the kings of the Midianites. 

6. However, the tribe of Ephraim was 
difpleafed at the good fuccefs of Gideon, that 
they refolved to make v.vu againft him, accu- 
fmg him becaufc he j^lid not tell them of his ex¬ 
pedition againft-tlu'vV enemies. But Gideon, 
as a man of temper, and that excelled in every 
virtue, jileadcd, -’rhat “ it was not the rcfiilt of 
his own authority or reafoning, that made hi’n 
attack the enemy without them, but that k was 
the command of God, and -ftill the vitlory bo 
ionged to them as wcU as thofe in the army/’ 


And by this method of cooling their paffions he 
brought more advantage to the Mchrews iluui 
by ihc fuccefs he buid againft iludc enemies, for 
he thereby delivered them fro.m a leditltm which 
j was arifmg among tlicm ; yet did tins tribe af- 
j terwards fuffer the p'uniilimcnt of this their in- 
! jinioiis treatment of Gideon, of wliich we will 
! give an account in due tinu;. 
j 7. Hereupon Gideon would have laid 
!j down the government, but was over-perfuaded 
j to take it, which he enjoyed forty years, and 
diftributed juftice to tlicm as the people came to 
I him in their differences ; and what he detcr- 
i mined was eftcemed valid by all. And when 
j he died he was buried in htS own country of 
I Ophrah. 


C H A P. VIL 

'That the fudges who fucceeded Gideon made War 
with the adjoining Idations for a long Time. 

§i.’^wTOW Gideon had feventy fons that 
were legitimate, for he had many 
' wives; but he had alfo one that was i’purious, 
by his concubine Drumah, whofe name was 
Abhnclech., who after his hither’s death retired 
to Shechem to his mother’s relations, for they 
were of that place : And when he had got 
money of fuch of them as wm're eminent for 
many inftanccs of injuftice, he came with them 
to his father's houfe, and flew all his brethren, 
except jothain, for he had the good fortune to 
efcape and be preferved ; but Abimelcch made 
the government tyrannical, and conllituted 
himfelf a lord, to do what he plealed, inftcad 
of obeying the laws, and he a£ted moil rigidly 
againft thofe that were the patrons of julUcc. 

2. Now when, on a certain time, there was 
a public feftival at Shechem, and all the multi¬ 
tude was .there gathered together, jotham his 
brother, v/liofe cfcape we before related, went 
up to mount Gcri'zim, which liangs over the 
j city Shechem, and cried out lo as to be heard. 

I by the multitude, who were attenliv.c to Iiiun 
He elefired they would cojirulcr -u/hal he was 

go- 
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going to Jfliy to them: So when filence was 
made, he faid, That “ when the trees had a 
human voice, and there was an affcinbly of 
them gathered together, they defircd that tlie 
fig-tree would rule over them ; but when that 
tree refufed fo to do, becaufe it was contented 
to enjoy that honour which belonged peculiarly 
to the fruit it bare, and not that which fhould 
be derived to it from abroad, the trees did not 
^eave off their intentions to have a ruler j fo 
they thought proper to make the offer of that 
honour to the vine: But when the vine was 
chofen, it made ufc of the fame words which 
the fig-tree had ufed before, and excufed itfcif 
from accepting the government: and when the 
olive-tree had done the fame, the brier, whom 
.;the trees had defired to take the kingdom (it is 
a fort of wood good for firing) it promifed to 
take the government, and to be 2ealous in the 
cxercife of it; but that then they muft fit down 
under its fliadow, and if they fhould plot a- 
gainft it to deftroy it, the principle of fire that 
was in it fliould deftroy them. He told them, 
that what he had faid was no laughing matter ; ! 
for that \vhcn they had experienced many blef- : 
I'ngs from Gideon, they overlooked Abimelech, i 
wlieu he over-ruled all, and had joined wnth ; 
them in flaying his brethren: and that he was , 
no better than a fire himfelf.” So when he had j 
faid this, he went away, and lived privately in 
the mountains for three years, out of fear of 
Abimelech. 

5. A LITTLE while after this feftival, the 
Shechemites, who had now repented them- 
felvcs of having fla'n the fons of Gideon, drove 
Abimelech away, hot' from their city and their 
tribe ; w'hcrcujmu lie contrived how he might 
diftrcls their city. Now at the feafon of vin¬ 
tage the people were afraid to go out and ga¬ 
ther their fruits, for fear Abimelech fhould do 
them feme mlfchicf. Now it happened ffiat- 
therc had come to them a man of authority, 
one Gaal, that fojourned with them, having 
his armed men, and his klnfmen with him ; fo 
tile Shechemites defired that he would allow 
them a guard during their vintage, whereupon 
he accepted of their dcfires, and fo the people 
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went out, and Gaal with thbm at the head of 
his Ibldiery : So they gathered their fruit with 
fiifcty ; and when they were at fupper in fc-' 
vei'al companies, they then ventured to curfe 
Abimelech openly, and the magiflrates laid am- 
huflres in places about the city, and caught 
many of Abimelcch’s followers, an^Jeftroyed 

them. .. 

4. Now there was one Zcbul, a magiftratc 
of the Shechemites, that had entertained M.' 
melech. He fent meflengers, and informc- 
him how much Gaal had irritated the v-k); 
againll him, v id excited him to lay ambuft 
before the ci / ; for that he would perfua 
Gaal to go out againft him, which would 'tix 
it in his power to be revenged on him V^. . 
when that was once done, he would bring him 
to be reconciled to the city. So Abimelech 
laid ambufhes, and himfelf lay with them. 
Now Gaal abode in the fuburbs, taking little 
care of himfelf; and Zebul was with him. 
Now as Gaal faw the armed men coming on, 
he faid to Zebu), that fo’vip.. armed men were 
coming: but the other replied, they were on¬ 
ly fhadows of huge ftoncs; and vvJieu they 
were come nearer, Gaal perceived what was 
the reality, and faid, they were not fhadows, 
but men lying in ambufti. Then faid Zebul, 
didft not thou reproach Abimelech for cowar¬ 
dice ? why doft thou not then flhew how very 
courageous *thou art thyfelf, and go and fight 
him ? So Gaal, being in diforder, joined 
battle with Abimelech, and fome of his men 
fell ; whereupon he fled into the city, and 
took his men with him. But Zebul man¬ 
aged his matters fo in the city, that he 
procured them to expel Gaal out of the 
city, and this by accufing him of cowardice 
in this aiftion with the foldiers of Abimelech. 
But Abimelech, when hnhad learned that the 
Shechemites. were again doming out to gather 
their grapes, placed ambufhes before the city; 
and when they were come (Jut, the third part 
of his army took pofl'effion of the gates, to hin¬ 
der the citizens from returning in again, while 
the reft purfued tlji,ofe that were I'cattered a- 

broad. 
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abroad, and fo there was flaughter every where ; 
S^d when he had overthrown the city to the 
I very foundations, for it was not able to bear a 
nd had fown its ruins with fait, he pro- 
on with his army, till all the Shechem- 
ites were flain. As for thole that were fcat- 
"tercd ahtrat the country, and fo cfcapcd the 
danger, they were gathered together unto a 
certain ftrong rock, and fettled thcmfclves up¬ 
on it, and jjrcpared to build a wall about it ; 
and when Ahiinclech knew their intentions, he 
prevt,..ted them, and came upon them with his 
forces ; and layiiag fagots of dry wood round 
the place, he himfelf bringing fome of them, 
and by ins example encouraging the foldiers to 
do ih.. fame. And when the rock was en- 
compailcd round about with thefe fagots, they 
fet them on lire, and threw in whatfoever by 
nature caught lire the moll eafdy ; fo a mighty 
flame was raifed, and nobody could fly away 
from the rock ; but every man perifhed, with 
their wives and children, in all about fifteen 
meal, ana lie reft were a great num¬ 
ber alfo. And fuch was the calamity which 
fell upon the Sheehemites ; and mens grief on 
their account had been greater than it was, 
had they not brought fo much mifehief on a 
perfon who had fo well deferved ot them, and 
had they not themfelves efteemed this as a 
punilhment for the fame. 

5. Now Abimelech, when he had affright¬ 
ed the Ifraelites with the miferies he had 
brought upon the Sheehemites, feemed openly 
to afleil greater authority than he now had, 
and appeared to fet no bounds to his violence, 
unlefs it were with the deftrudlion of all. Ac- 
cordinglv he marched to Thebes, and took the 
city on the fudden ; and there being a great 
tower therein, whereunto the whole multitude 
fled, he made preparation to befiege it. Now 
as he was rufhing with violence near the gatfs, 
a woman threw a piece of a mill-ftone upon 
his head, upon which Ab; ..eiec'h fell down; 
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and dcfii'ed his armour-bearer to kill him, left 
hi,s death flrould be thotight to l)c the work 
of a woman, who did wliat Ihc was bid to do. 
So he underwent this death as a pimilhmcnt 
for the wickednels he had perpetrated againft 
his brethren, and his infolent harl^arity to the 
Sheehemites. Now tb.e calamity that happen¬ 
ed to thofe Sheehemites was according to the 
prcclidfion of Jotham. However, the army 
that was with Ahimelcch, upon his fall, was 
fcattcrcd abroad, and went to their owm homes. 

6. Now It was that * Jalr the Gileadite, of 
the tribe of Manafl'eh, took the government. 
He was a man happy in other refpe(fts alfo, bur 
particularly In his children, who were of a good 
chara£l:er. They were thirty In number, and 
very fkiiful in riding on horfes, and were in- 
trufted with the government of the cities of Gi¬ 
lead. He kept the government twenty-two 
years, and died an old man ; and be was bu¬ 
ried in Camon, a city of Gilead. 

7. And now all the affairs of the Hcbrcw.s 
were managed uncertainly, and tended to dif- 
ordcr, and to the contcm})t of God, and of the 
laws. So the Ammonites and Philiftines had 
them in contemj)t, and laid wafle the country 
with a great army ; and when they had taken 
all Perea, they were fo infolent as to attempt to 
gain the polfefliou of all the reft : But the He- 
brcw.s, being now amtmded by (he calamities 
they had undergone, betook themfelves to fup- 
plicationsto God; and l)rought lacrlliccs to him, 
befeeching him not tube too fevcrc upon them,, 
but to be moved by their prayers to lc;n’c off 
his anger againft then). So God became more 
merciful to them, and was ready to aflift them. 

8. When the Ammonites had made an ex¬ 
pedition into the land of Gilead, the inhabita'afs 
of the country met them at a certain mountain, 
but wanted a eommandcr; Now tliere was one 
whofc name was yephtha, who, both on ac¬ 
count of Ihs father’s virtue, and on account of 

that 


* Our prefent copies of Jofe s all omit Tola amonp 
the Judges, though the othe’^ :s hai/e him next after 
Ahimelcch, and allot twent’ year.s to his adminiftra- 

tion, Judges x. i, 2. yet jofephus’s commentators 


conclude, that in Jofephus’s fum of tin- years of the ]edges 
his twenty-three years arc included 5 hence we ,■ '■ tu con- 
fefs, that fomewhat has been hete loll out of his i O))ies. 
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that army which he maintained at his own ex- 
pences, was a potent man; the Ifraelites there¬ 
fore fent to him, and intreated him to come to 
their afliftance, and promifed him the dominion 
over them all his life-time. Biit he did not ad¬ 
mit of their intreaty; and accufed them, that 
they did not come to his alliftance when he was 
unjuftly treated, and this in an open manner, 
by his brethren ; for they call him off, as not 
having the fame mother wdth the reft, but 
born of a ftrangc mother, that was intro¬ 
duced among them by his father’s fondnels, 
and this they did out of a contempt of his ina¬ 
bility [to vindicate himfelf ]. So he dwelt in 
the country of Gilead, as it is called, and re¬ 
ceived all that came to him, let them come 
from what place foever, and paid them wages. 
However, when they prclled him to accept the 
dominion, and fware that they would grant him 
the government over them all his life, he led 
them to the war. 

9. And when Jephtha had taken immediate 
care of their affairs, he placed his army at the 
city Mifpeh, and fent a meffage to the Ammo¬ 
nite [king] complaining of his unjuft poffef- 
fion of their land. But that king fent a con¬ 
trary meffage ; attd complained of the exodus 
of the Ifraelites out of Egypt, and defired him 
to go out of the land of the Amorites, and yidd 
it up to him, as at firft his paternal inheritance. 
But Jephtha returned this anfwcr, That “ he 
(did not juftly complain of his anceftors about 
t he land of the Amorites, and ought rather to 
nhank them that they left the land of the Am- 
u ionites to them, fmee Mofes could have taken 
it allb ; and that neither would he recede from 
thait land of their own, which God had obtain¬ 
ed for them, and they had now inhabited [above] 
three hvindredyears, but would fight with them 
about it;” 

ro. AiVD when he had given them this an- 
fwer, he feat the ambaffadors away. And 

* Joffphus I'uftly condemns JepFitha, as do the Apof- 
tolical Coiiiiitutipns, B- VXI. ch. xxsvii. for his rap vow, 
whctlier h were for facrificiog his daughter, asjofcplnis 
thought,, or for dedicating her, who-was his only child, 
to perpetual virginity, at the tabernacle, or eUewherc, 
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i when he had prayed for vidory, and had 
* vowed to perforfa facred offices ; and if he 
came home in fafety, to offer in facrifice what 
living creature foever fltould firft meet him, he 
j joined battle with the enemy, and gained a 
great viftory, and in his purfuit flew the ene¬ 
mies all along as far as the city Mimtith. He 
then paffed over to the land of the Ammonites, 
and overthrew many of their cities, and took 
their prey, and freed his owm people fi-'vm rhnr 
flavery whicli they had undergone for 
years. But as he came back, he fe! 
calamity no way correfpondent to tl 
adions he had done ; for it was his d-..-- ■ 
that came to meet him ; flie was alf 
child, and a virgin: Upon this jcpht 
ly lamented the greatnefs of his afflic 
blamed his daughter for being fo forward in 
meeting him, for he had vowed to facrifice her 
to God. However, this accident that was to 
befal her was not ungrateful to her, fince flie 
fliould die upon occafion of her fiithcr’s vidory, 
and the liberty of her fellov>-ciuzens •. Sh^ c;1'y 
defired her father to give her leave for two 
months, to bewail her youth with her fellow- 
citizens ; and then flie agreed, that at the fore- 
mentioned time he might do with her accqrd”* 
ing to his vow. Accordingly, when that time 
was over, he I'acrificed his daughter as a burnt- 
offering, oflering fuch an oblation, as was nei¬ 
ther conformable to the law, nor acceptable to 
God, not weighing with Inmfelf what opinion 
1 the hearers would have of fuch a pradice. 

II. Now the tribe of Ephraim fought a*. 
gainft him, becaufc he did not take them along 
with him in his expedition againft the Am¬ 
monites, but becaufe he alone had the prey, 
and the glory of what Wiis done to himfelf. 
As to which he faid, firft, that they were not 
ignorant how his kindrra had fought againft 
him, and that when they were invited, they 
‘ did, 

i 

which I rather fuppofe. If he had vowed her for a 
facrifice, fhe ought to have been redeemed, Levit. xxvii. 
I,—-8. but of the fenfe of'v. 28, 29. as relating not to 
things vowed to God, but devoted to dejhudlien, fee the,note 
OH Antiq. B. V. ch. i. , j 8- 
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did not come to his affiftance; whereas they 
fcJtight to have come quick^, even before they 
v/cre invited. And in the next place, that 
'they were going to a£l unjuftly; for while 
‘they had not courage enough to fight their 
enemies, they came haftily againft their own 
kin'Jrcd’: and he threatened them, that, with 
God’s alfirtance, he would inflid a punilhment 
upon them, unlefs they would grow wifer. 
But when he could not perfuade them, he 
fought with them with thofe forces which he 
lent hir out of Gilead, and he made a great 
flaughtcr among them ; and when they were 
beaten, he purihed them, and feized on the 
jialhiges of Jordan by a part of his army which 
)ic i.^d'fent before, and flew about forty-two 
thoufand of them. 

1 2. So when jephtha had ruled fix years, 
he died, and was buried in his own country 
Sebee, which is a place in the land of Gilead. 

13. Now when Jephtha was dead, Ibzan 

took the government, being of the tribe of Ju- 
'’ah, edy Bethlehem. He had fixty 

cfiildrcn, thirty of them Tons, and the reft 
(Uiightcrs ; all which he left alive behind him, 
giving the daughters in marriage to hufbands, 
and taking wives for his fons. He did nothing 
in the feven years of his adminiftration that 
was worth recording, or deferved a memorial. 
So he died an old man, and was buried in his 
own country. 

14. Whkn Ib/an was dead after this man¬ 
ner, neither did Helon, who iucceeded him in 
the government, and kept it ten years, do any 
thing remarkable; he wsas of the tribe of Zc- 
bulon. 

15. Abdon alfo, the fon of Hiild, of the 
tribe of Ephraim, and born at the city Pyra- 
thon, was ordained their fupreme governor af¬ 
ter Helon. He is only recorded to have been 
happy in his children ; for the public affairs 
were then fo peaceable, and in fuch lecurity, 
that neither did he perform any glorious ac¬ 
tion. He had forty fons, and by them Icl't 
thirty grand-children ; and he marched in ftatc 


with thefe feventy, who were all very ftcilful 
in riding horfes, and he left them all alive af¬ 
ter him. He died an old man ; and obtained 
a magnificent burial in Pyrathon. 


CHAP. VIII. 


Concerning the Fortitude of Sampfoii, and •what 
Mifehiefs he brought upon the Pbiltflines. 


^ Abdon was dead, the Philif- 

/~V tines overcame the Ifraelites, and re¬ 
ceived tribute of them for forty years; from 
which diftrefs they were delivered after this 
manner. 

2. There was one Manoah, a perfon of 
fuch great virtue, that he had few men his 
equals, and without difputc the principal perfon 
of his country. He had a wife celebrated for 
her beauty, and excelling her contemporaries. 
He had no children ; and being uneafy at his 
want of poftcrity, he intreated God to give 
them feed of their own bodies to fuccced them ; 
and with that intent he came conftantly into 
the * fuburbs, together with his wife, which 
fuburbs were in the great plain. Now he was 
fond'of his wife to the degree of madnefs, and 
oj that account was unmeafurably jealous of 
her. Nov/ wlien his wife was once alone, an 
apparition was feen by her; it was an angel of 
God, and rcfembled a young man, beautiful 
and tall; and brought her the good news, that 
fhe ftiould have a fon, born by God’s provi¬ 
dence, that Ihould be a goodly child, of great 
ftrength, by whom, when he was grown up to" 
man’s eftate, the Philiftincs ftiould be afflid;- 
cd. He exhorted her alfo not to pull his hair, 
and that he ftiould avijld all other kinds of 
drink (for fo liad Clod commanded) and be en¬ 
tirely contented with water. vSo the angel, 
when he had delivered that meft’age, went his 
way, his coming having been by the will of 
God. 

3* Now the wife informed her iuifti.md, 

when 


* I can difeover no reafon wliy M.ino'.i!i :»n(! Iiis wife 
ame fo conftantly into thefe fuburbs to pray foi children, 


but beraufe there was a fyna^egur or pljce of drvotun i: 
thofe fuburbs.. 
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when he came home, of what the angel had 
faid, who (hewed fo great an admiration of the 
beauty and tallnefs of the young man that had 
appeared to her, that her hufband was aftonifh- 
ed, and out of himfelf for jcaloufy, and fuch 
fufpicions as are excited by that palTion : But 
Ihe was delirous to have her hufband’s unrea- 
fonable forrow taken away; accordingly (he in- 
treated God to fend the angel again, that he 
migiit be feeu by lier hufband. So the angel 
came again, by the favour of God, while they 
were in the fuburbs, and appeared to her when 
ihe was alone without her hufband. She de- 
fired the angel to (lay lb long till (lie might 
bring her hufband ; and that requefl being 
•granted, flie goes to call Manoah. When he 
faw the anger, he was not yet free from fufpi- 
cion, and he defired him to inform him of all that 
.he had told his wife : But when he laid, it was 
fufficient that fhe alone know wdiat he had faid, 
he then requeded of him to tell who he was, 
that, when the child was born, he might return 
him thanks, and give him a prefent. He re¬ 
plied, that he did not want any prefent, for that 
he did not bring them the good news of the 
birth of a fon out of the want of any thing. 
And when Manoah had intreated him td (lay, 
and partake of his hofpitality, he did not give 
his confent. However, he was perfuaded, at 
the carneft requeft of Manc'ah, to (lay fo long 
as while he brought him one mark of his hof¬ 
pitality : So he flew a kid of the goats, and bid 
his wife boil it. When all was ready, the an¬ 
gel enjoined him to fet the loaves and the (lefh, 
• but without the vefiels, upon the rock ; which 
when they had done, he touched the flelh with 
the rod which he had in his hand, winch, iipf)n 
the breaking out of a flame, was confumed, 
together with the loaves. And the angel af- 
cended openly, in tlicir fght, up to heaven, 
by means of the fnu'ke, as liy a vehicle. Now 
Manoah was afraid that fomc danger would 
come to them by this fight of God ; but bis 
wife l)id him be of good courage, for that God 
appeared to tliem for their benefit. 

* H.-rc by a prr,pl:st jofephus feems only to m;-an one 
.that wj:. bf)rn l)y a partieular providence, lived after the 
n)..;incr of a Navaiite devoted to God, and was to have 
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4. So the woman proved with child, and was 
careful to obferve the injundions that were giv¬ 
en her ; and they called the child, when he was 
born, Sampfotty which name fignifies one that 
is J}rong. So the child grew apace, and it ap¬ 
peared evidently that he would be a * prophet, 
both by tlie moderation of his diefj !intl the 
permiffion of his hair to grow. 

5. Now when he once came with b’'' 
rents to I'mnath, a city of the Philiflines, 
there was a great fellival, he fell in lov 

a maid of that country, and he defired ■ 
parents that they would procure him the 
fcl for his w0fe; but they refufed fo to d 
caufe file was not of the flock of Ifrac 
bccaufe this marriage was of God, wdio 
ed to convert it to the benefit of the He 
he over-peffuaded them to procure her to be c(- 
poufed to him. And as he was continually 
coming to her parents, he met a lion, and 
though he was naked, he received his onfet, 
and (Irangled him wnth his hands, and cad the 
wild bead into a woody piece on 

the infide of the road. 

6 . And when he was going another time to 
the damfe), he light upon a fwarm of bec^ ma¬ 
king theif combs in the bread of that lion, and 
taking three honey-combs away, he gave them, 
together with the red of his prefenfs, to the 
dainfel. Now the people of Timnath, out of 
a dread of the young man’s drength, gave him, 
during the time of the wedding fead (for he 
then feaded them all) thirty of the mod (lout of 
their youth, in pretence to be his companions, 
but in reality to be a guard upon him, that he 
might not attempt to give them any didurbancc. 
Now as tliey were drinking merrily and playing, 
Sampfon faid, as ufual at fuch times, “Come, 
if I propofe you a riddle, and you can expound 
it in thefe feven days time, I will give you 
every one a linen diirt and a garment, as a re¬ 
ward of your wifdoni.” So they being very 
ambitious to obtain the glory of wifdom, toge¬ 
ther with the gains, defired him to propofe his 

riddle ;■ 

an extraordinary comm'Jion and (Irength from God for 
the judging and avenging his people Ifrael, without any 
proper prophetic revelations at all. 
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rkldlc: He “ that a great devourer pro- I 
daced fweet food out of itfelf, though itfclf j 
were very difagreeable.” And when they 
were not able, in three days time, to find out 
the meaning of the riddle, they deiircd the 
damfel to difeover it l)y the means of her huf- 
b ind, and tell it thciii; and they threatened to 
burn her if Ihe did not tell it them. So when ■ 
the damfel intreated Sampfon to tell it her, he j 
at firfl refufed to do it, but when flie lay hard | 
,s!t him, and fell into tears, and made his refu- 
fd to’^tell it a fign of his unkindnefs to her, lie 
iidorjncd her of his daughter of a lion, and how 
he Sound bees in his breaft, and carried awiiy 
th;ee honcy-comhs, and brought them to her. 

'1 iiua iic iufpcftiiig nothing of deceit, informed 
her of all, and file revealed it to thole that 
deiircd to know it. Then on the feventh day, 
w'hcreon they were to expound the riddle pro¬ 
posed to them, they met together before lun-fet- 
ting, and Said, “ Nothing is more dil'agrceable 
tlian a lion to thofe that light on it, and nothing 
■.. ovce'c" 'h.m h.oiicv to thole that make ufc of 
it.” To which Sampfoii made this rejoinder, 
‘‘Nothing U more dcccitS'nl than a woman, for 
fiich was the perfon that discovered my inter¬ 
pretation to you.” Accordingly lie gave them 
fire prefents he had promifed them, making 
fueh Alkclonitcs as met him upon the road his 
prey, who were thcmfelvcs PhiliSlines alfo. 
But he dcvorccd this his wife, and the girl de- 
fpifed his anger, and was married to his compan¬ 
ion, who made tlie former match between them. 

y. At this injurious treatment SampSbn was 
fo provoked, that he relblved to puniSli all the 
Philillincs, as well as her: So it being then 
fummer-time, and the fruits of the land being 
ajmoft ripe enough for reaping, he caught three 
hundred foxes, and joining lighted torches to 
their tails, he fent them into the fields of tlic 
Philiftines, by which means the fruits of the 
fields perifiied. Now when the PhiliSlines 
knew that this was Sampfon’s doing, and knew 
alfo ibr what caufe he did it, they fent their 
rulers to Timnath, and burnt his former wile, 
and her relations, who had been the occasion 
of their misfortunes. 

^ No. \TIL 
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8 Noav when Sampfon had fialn maivy of 
tlie Philillincs in the plain country, lie dwelt 
at Eta'tn, which is a firong rock of the tribe of 
jiuhili ; S’or the Philiftines at that time made 
an expedition againft that tribe ; But the peo- 
j'.lc t)f Judah laid, that they did not ad juflly 
with them, in InSlieling punifinnents upon 
them, while they paid their trilnitc, and this 
<inly on account of SampSon's ofl’cnees. They 
anl'wcrcd, Tliat in calc they would not be Ifiam- 
ed t}iemielvcs,tlu'y muft deliver upSampSbn, and 
put him into their pinver. So tlrey being deSirous 
not to ho blamed theinSelvcs, came to the rock 
with three thouSaiid armed men, and cennplain- 
ed to SampSbn of the hold infults he had made 
upon the Philiftinc:., who were able to bring 
calamity njaon the wliole nation of the He¬ 
brews; and they told him, thc^y were come 
to take him, and to deliver him up to them, 
and jnit liim into their power, lb they dc- 
fired him to hear this willingly. Accordingly 
wlicn he had received aShiranec Ifom lliem 
upon oath, tliat they would do him no other 
harm than only to deliver him into Ids enemies 
h.ands, he came down Srom the rock, and ]int 
hinbelf into the power of his counti'vmen. 
'i’hcn did they hind him with two cords, and 
lead him on, in order to deliver him to thc 
PhiliSlincs ; and wlieu they came to a certain 
place, wdiieh is now called 7 'lji' 'Ja-w-honc^ on 
account of the great aftion tlierc pcrl’onned by 
Sampfon, though of old it liad lu) j.articnlar 
name at all, the Philiftines, who had jatched 
their camp not far off, came to meet tlicm 
with joy and Slionting, as liaving done a great 
thing, and gained what tlicy deSired; but 
' Samplon broke his bonds afnnder, and cauliing 
: up tiic jaw-bone of an aS's that lay down .tt his 
1 feet, fell upon his enemies, and Smiting them 
j with his jaw-hone, flew a thoufaiu; of them., 

! and put the reft to flight, and into great dlf- 
order. 

9. Ui'ON this flatightcr, Sampfon was too 
proud of wliat he had performed, and fud that 
i this dill not come to pafs by tlie afliftance of 
I God, but that his Suecefs was to be afcrlhcd to 
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his own couraj^e : and vaunted hiinlelf, that 
“ it was out of a dread of him that Ionic of his 
enemies fel!,. and the rcll ran away upon hi,s 
nie of the jaw-bone.” Hut when a great thirft 
came upvin him, he conhdered that human 
courage is nothing, and bare his tcftlmony that 
ail is to be alcribed to God, ;md bcibught him, 
tliat he would not lie angry at any thing he 
had fald, nor give him up into tlie hands of his 
enemies, but afford him help under his afllic- 
tion, and deliver him from the misfortune he 
was under. Accordingly God'was moved v/ith 
his intreaties, and railed him up a plcntifid 
fountain of fweet water at a certain rock; 
whence it was that Samplon called the place 
* T’hc ya%v-boNt\ and fo it is called to this day. 

10. Ai'TLR this fight Samplon liad the Pliil- 
ililncs in contempt, and came to Gaza, and 
took up his lodgings in a certain inn. When 
llie rulers of (daza were informed of his com¬ 
ing thither, they I'elzcd upon the gates, and 
placed men in ambudr ahout them, llnit he 
might not cfcape without being perceived; 
but Samplon, wlio was acquainted witli their 
contrivances againll him, arofc about midnight, 
and ran by force upon the gates, with their 
polls and heairis,'and tiie reft of their wooden 
iurriiture, and carried them away on his flioul- 
ders, and hare them to the mountain that is over 
fichrou, and there lajd'tlicin. do'vn. 

11, riowi'.vm!, he at length f tranlgreffcd 
tlie laws of Ills country, and altered his own 
regiik.r way of living, and imitated the flrange 
cullotn of foreieaicrs, which fning was the hc- 
gimiing of his mileiics ; for lie fell in love with 
a woman tliat was an luirlot among the Philif- 
tincs : licr name was DclUab^ and he lived with 
licr. So thole that adiuiniilred the public af¬ 
fairs of the Plfdillincs came to licr, and with 
promifes induced her to get out of Sampfon 
what was tiic caui'e of that his Ifrength, by 
which he became imcoiKjucrable to the ene¬ 
mies. Accordingly, when tlicy were drink- 

■* 'riiis fouatiiiii, c.illed Ldu, or Ihe Jaiu-hvu’^ is Hill 
iii beiiijj, ns truvcllers allure ur, ami was known by iliis very 
name id the days of Joiephu-i, and !us been known by 
tlic fanie nan;* in ni! tliefc p. ll age-j. bcc Antiq. 13. VII. 
chap. xii. § /). 


ing, and had the like converfation together, 
Ihe pretended to admire his adions lie had 
done, and contrived to get out of him by ful>- 
tilty, by what means he fo much excelled o- 
thers in ftrengtli. Sampfon, in order to de¬ 
lude Delilah, for he had not yet loll his fenfes, 
replied, That if he were bound with feveu fuch 
green withs of a vine as might ftUl be wreath¬ 
ed, he fliould he weaker than any other man. 
'I'lic woman fald no more tlicn, but told this t(^ 
the nders of the Phlllftines, and hid certain oi 
the I'oldlers in amhulh wnthin the houlc, am* 
when he was dilbrdered in drink and af 
Ihe hound him, as faff as polfihle, with 
withs ; and then upon her awakening bin’ 
toki him fome of the people were upor. 
hut he broke the withs, and endeavoured to 
defend himfelf, as though mine of the jicoplc 
were upon him. Now this woman, in llic con- 
Ifant converfation Sampfon had with licr, pre¬ 
tended, that Ihe took it very ill that lie liaJ 
Inch little conlidcncc in her affeflions to him, 
that he would not tell her wliat if •'„'b/.fua?i!, 
if Ihc would not conceal Avhat Ihe knew it was 
for his inlereff to have coiicetilcd. However, 
he deluded her again, and told her, that If they 
hound him with feven cords, he Ihcnild lole his 
llrcngth. And when, upon doing this, Ihc 
gained nothing, he told lier the tliird time, 
tliat his Iiair Ihould he woven into a web : but, 
when upon doing this, the truth was not yet 
difeovered, at leiiggh Sampfon, upon Deli¬ 
lah's prayer (for he was doomed to fall into 
fome afflidlion) was dchrous to plealc lier, and 
told her, That “ God took care of him, and 
that he was born by his providence, and that 
■tlience it is that I fuffer my Jiair to grow, God 
having charged me never to poll my head, and 
thence my flrength is according to the increaie 
and continuance of my hair.” When Ihe had 
learned thus much, and had deprived him of 
his hair, flic delivered him up to his enemies, 

wlicu 

f See this jiiftly .obferved in tlie Apokolic.ii ConiL'tu- 
tions, 1 ). VII. chap, xxxvii. that .Sanipfon’s prav'-r was 
heard, but liiat it was before this hia traufi'ieihon., 
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wiieri lie w:is not ftrong enough to defend hiin- 
fe'f from their attempts upon him ; fo they 
put out his eyes, and bound him, and had 
him led about am6ng them. 

/ 12. But in procels of time Sampfon’s hair 

' ga'cw again. And there was a public fellival 
amotig the Philiftincs, when the rulers, and 
, thofe of moll eminent charadler, were fealVmtr 

k . ' , o 

together (now tlte room wherein they were 
had its roof fupported by two pillars) lb they 
for S impfon, and he was brought to tlteir 
feall, li'iat they might ini'ult him in their cups, 
ilcreiipon he, thinking it one of the greatefl 
•oincs il ho fliould not be able to revenge 
he -was thus inlultcd, perfuaded 
led- liiiu by the hand, that he was 
\va''.tecl to rcR himfelf, and dclired 
ho woiita 'oi.''; him near the pillars ; and as loon 
a:! he ea.no to tliem, he rulhcJ with lorcc a- 
giiuil them, ajul overthrew t'lc houfe by over- 
tiirovviug its pilhus, with three tlioufand men 
ill it, who were all llain, and Sampfon with 
t’l_.-ur" ''o"’ 'ilicli was flic end of this man, 
when he had ml ,d over llw llraelitcs twenty 
years. And i need this man dclerves to be ad¬ 
mired for his courage and ilrength, and mag- 
uaiiimlty at his death, and that Ids wrath a- 
gaiull his enemies went fo far as to die himlllf 
with them. But as for !iis being cnlhared hy 
a woman, that is to he alcrihed to human mi- 
turc, which is too weak to rclill the tempta¬ 
tions to that lin ; hut we ought to hear him 
witncls, that in all other rcipedls he rvasonc of 
extraordinary virtue. But his kindred took a- 
v/ay his body, and buried it in Sarafat, Ids own 
country, with the reft of his family. 


C II A P. IX. 

11)1 der Eli's G'wernnient of the Ifr.iclitcs 
Buo'z married Ruth, from xvhom came (Jln d, 
the grandfather of David.' 


§ 


"N 


o\v 


ifter the death of Sampfoii, 


Eli 


tlic high priefl was governor of the 
Ifraclitco. Under him, when the country was af- 
fkded with a famine, Elimclcch of Bethlehem, 


which is a city of the tvlhc of Judah, being not 
able to lupport bis fatuily under lo hire a dil- 
trcls, took with him Naomi Ids wife, and the 
children that were horn to him h\ her, Cldlion 
and Mahlon, and reinovi'd liis hahitaiion into 
the land of Moah ; and uiion the hajijiy prof- 
perity of Ids affairs ihtre, he took for Ids fons 
wives of the Moabites, Orphali fur ChUion, 
and Ruth for Malilon. But in the coinpsls of 
ten years, both h.ilmclccl), and a little while 
after hnn, the' lo’ss died : and Naomi being 
very uncaly at tin,fe accidents, and not a!)le to 
hear her londome condition, now thofe that 
were (leared to her were dead, on whole ac¬ 
count it was tliat ihe liad igmc away liaen licr 
own country, Ihe returned to it .again, for llu’ 
had been informed it was now iu a llourilhing 
condition. Idowcver, her daughters-in-Iaw were 
not able to think of parting willi her, and wiwia 
tliey had a mind to go out of tlie country A\ i'h 
her, fhc could not dilFuade them fiom h ; hut 
wlica they infilled upon it, Ihe willied tlieni a 
more hapiw wedlock tlian tJicy had Jiad with 
her foils, and that they might have proipcrily 
in otlicr relpctds alto ; and feeing licr own af¬ 
fairs were lo low, Ihc cxliorted them to Ihay 
where (hey were, and not think of leaving thelr 
owii country, and partaking with her of that 
uncertainty 'UKler wliicli Ihe mull return. Ac¬ 
cordingly Oiplu'.h Hayed behind; hut Die took 
Rulli uloiv’- with her, as not to he jierluadcd 
to day behind her, bait would take lict fortune 
v.’lth her wlialfomer il lliould jirove. 

2. WiiKN Ruth was come witii licr inothc!- 
in-!aw to Bethlehem, Boo/, who was near ..f 
kin to Elimdcdi, entertained her ; And when 
Naomi was fo called hy lier fd!ovv-ci:i/cn., 
according; to her true n irac, Ihe faid, “ d'ou 
might more truly call me Mara." Now Na- 
omi lignihes, in t!ie liehrew loitgne, hajy:ir.:l}. 
and Mara 's tc. It win; now rcapmg-lime ; 
and Ruth, hy ilie leave of her moihcr-in-Iav,, 
\vcat out to glean, tliat t!;ey mpjit get a ilodv 
of corn for llidr food. Now it h.ar.jxaini. 
that Ihc came into Boo/.'s held ; and oi'j'n- ibmc 
tunc, IJooz came thitlwr ; atjJ v,]:en }-■ f.w 
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the damfcl, he enquired of his fervant that 
was fet over the reapers concerning the girl. 
The fervant Iiad a little before enquired ab( ,r. 
all her circumflances, and told them to his ! 
maftcr, who kindly embraced Iier, both on ac- j 
count or Iter afFcthion to her jnother-in-law, and j 
tier remeinbr.uicc of tlrat ion of her’s to whom | 
flic had been in^irricd, anil wilhed that fhc 
might experience a j>rofporous condition ; So he 
dclued !)er not to glean, but to reap what fire 
was able, and gave her leave to carry it home. 
He alii) gav^c it in charge to that fervant who 
was over t!ie reapers, not to hinder Iter when 
fhc took it away ; and hid him give her her 
dinner, and make her drink, v/hen he did the 
like to the reapers. Now wliat corn Ruth re¬ 
ceived of hint Die kept for her mother-in-law, 
and came to her in the evening, and brought 
tlic cars of com with her ; and Naomi had 
kept for her a part of fuch food as lier neiglt- 
hours had plentifully bcDowed upon lier. Ruth 
ahi) t('!d lier mother-in-law what Booz !i;ul (aid 
to Iter ; and when tlie other had informed her, 
thit lie was near of kin to them, and perhaps 
was li) pious a man as to make fomc provifion ! 
for them. Die went out again on the davs fol- | 
lowing, to gather the gleanings with Rooz’s i 
inaiu-icrvants. ! 

3. It wms not many davs licforc Booz, after j 
t!i'- b.udcv VMS winnowed, ne]tt in his ihrclh- 
ing-iloor. Wlicn Naomi wa*; iiiformed of this ; 
ciivuiidbinec, Die contrived it fo that Ruth | 
Divw’d lie down hv him, for Die thought it 
might be for titeir advantage that he Ihoiild dil- 
ro'urfe with the girl. Accordingly ihe lent the 
danifel to flccp at liis feet, who went as Die bade 
he,, for Die did not think it confdlcnt with licr 
Duty to eonlradiil any eommand of her mo¬ 
ther’s-in-law. And at hril Die lay concealed 
from Booz, as he was fail afleep ; but when 
.he awoiked .about midnight, and perceived a wo¬ 
man lying by him, he aDccd, wiio Ihe was ? 
and wlien Die toM hint hCT name, and dehred 
th;h he, whom the owned, for her lord, would 
'e.xc ife her, lie then faid no more, but in the 
mvrning, before the fervnnts bep;an to let about 
•-.hih- vvoik, lie awaked her, and bid her take as 
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much barley as Die was able to carry, and go 
to her mother-in-law, before any body there 
Diould fee that Die had lain down by him, be- 
caule it was but prudent to ^void any reproach ' 
that might arife on that account, efpecially wDicn 
there had been nothing done that was ill. But 
as to the main point flic aimed at, the matter 
Diould reD here, “ He that is nearer of kin than 
I am lhall he afkcd, whether he wants to take 
thee to wile ? If he fays he does, thou Dialt fol¬ 
low him ; Imt if he refufe it, I will marry thee 
according to the law.” 

4. W It i:n Die had informed her mother-in- 
law of this, they were very glad of it, our ni 
the hope they had that Booz would make pro- 
viDon for them. Now about noon Bi.^.., went 
dowm into the city, and gathered the ienaie to¬ 
gether, and when he had fent for Rutli, lie cal¬ 
led for her kinfman alio ; and when he was 
come, he faid, DoD not thou retain the inheri¬ 
tance of Elimclech and his fons ? He confeDed 
that he did retain it, and that he did as Im was 
permitted to do by the law”-,’,'Y)fi:''a>'k- !,(■ evae their 
neareft kinfman. Then faid Booz, “ Tiion 
iTiuft not remember the laws hy halves, hut du 
every tiling according to them ; for the wife 
of Malilou is come hit lier, whom tluni miifl 
marry according to the laws, in cafe thou, wilt 
retain their fields.” So the man yielded up 
both the field and the v.ule to Booz, wdio was 
himfelf of kin to tliofe tliat w ere dead, as allcd- 
ging that he had a wife already, and children 
alfo : So Booz called the fenate to vvitnefs ; and 
hid the woman to loofe his Ihoe, and fpit in 
1 his face, according to the law ; and when this 
' was done, Booz married Ruth, and tlicy had 
' a fori within a year’s time. Naomi was hev- 
felfa nurle to this child ; and by the advice of 
; the w’omcn called him Ohv/, as being to be 
' brought up in order to be fubjcrvicnt to her in 
; her old age, for Obed in the Hebrew dialeif 
lignifics -A fervant. The I'on of Obed was |cDe 
' and David w'as his fon, wDio was king, and lei 
his dominions t'O liis fons for one and tw'ent' • 
! generations. I was therefore obliged to relat 
: this hiltory of Ruth, becaufc 1 had a mind t' 

I de 
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'■ “monflrate the power of God, who, without 
difficulty, can raifc thofe that arc of ordinary 
parentage to dignity and fplendor, to which 
he advanced David, though he were born of 
fuch mean parents. 


C H A r. X. 

Conccrmvg the Birth of Samuel; and how he 
foretold the Calamity that bcfel the Sons of 
Ell 

§ 1, A ND now, upon the ill (late of the 
affiilrs of the Hebrews, they made 
-vr ;!p;ain upon the I’hililUnes. The occafion 
V..I.S lliis; F.li the high prieft had two fons, 
llc'plini and Phineas. Tiiicfo Ions of Eli were 
vuiiiy of iniuhice towards men, and of impi¬ 
ety towards God, and abftaincd from no fori of 
wickednefs. Some (jf their gifts they carried 
off, as belonging to the honourable cmploy- 
numt they had. others of them they took jWray 
by vh k,. i iici alfo were guilty of impu¬ 
rity with the woiucn that came to worlhip 
ttod [at the tabernac^ obliging fomc to lub- 
mit to their luA. by fotcc, and enticing others 
by bribes ; nay, the whole courle of their life ' 
was no better than tyranny. Their father 
therefore was angry at them for fuch their wick¬ 
ednefs, and expedled that God would fuddenly 
infiitl; his pnniflhments upon them for what 
they had done. The multitude took it hein- 
oufly alio. And as foon as God had foretold 
what calamity wmuld befal Eli’s fons, which he 
did both to Eli liimfelf, and to Samuel the pro¬ 
phet, who was yet but a child, he openly Ihcw- 
cd his borrow fi;r his ions dcftrudlion. 

2. I wii.r, fril difpatch what I have to fiy 
about the prophet Samuel, .and after that will 
proceed to ij>cak of the fons of Eli, and the 
mifcrics they brought on the whole people of 
the Plebrcws. Elcanah, a Levite, one of a mid¬ 
dle coudllion among his fellow-citizens, and 
one that dwelt at Ramathaim, a city of the 
tribe of Ephraim, married two wives, Hannah 
and Peniunah. He had children by the latter, 
but he loved the other belt, although fire v;cre 


tby 

barren. Now Elcanah came with his wives to 
the city Shiloh to Ecriiice, for there it was 
that the tabernacle of God was fixed, as wc 
have formerly faid. Now when, afier he had 
facriliced, he dillributed at that feilival por¬ 
tions of the fieih to his wives and children ; and 
when Hannah few the other wife’s chi!dr<;n fit¬ 
ting round about tlicir mother, ihe fell into tears, 
and lamented licrl'elf on account ol her barren- 
nefs, and lonefomenefs ; and fuifering her grief 
to prevail over lier luiffiand’s confolations to 
her, {he w^ent to tlie tabernacle to befccch God 
to give her feed, and to make her a niotbcr ; 
and to vow to confccvatc the lirll; fon die Ib.ould 
bear to the fervice of (Eid, and ti is in fuch a 
wfi-y that his manner of living fhoiiid not be 
like that of ordinary men. And as Hie fon- 
timied at her,prayers a longtime, Idi the higi 
prieft’, for he iat tb.cre before tiic tabernacle, bid 
her go away, thinking five bad been difordcred 
with wine ; but when live laid flic had drunk 
water, but was in furrow for want of children, 
and was bcfcecliing God for them, be bid her 
be of good cheer, and told her that. God v.'oul j 
fend her children. 

3. So (he came to her Ivuftiand full of fjojif, 
and eat hec-mcal with gladnefs : An:' whert 
they iiad returned to their own country ftie 
found hcrlelf willi child, and they had a. Pm 
born to them, to whom they gave the nain'' of 
Samuel, which may he Jlylcd one tlial wa', 
aJkedofGod. They therefore came to 'fnc fj- 
bernaclc to ofler fieri lice for the ivirth of the 
child, and brought their tithes with them ; but 
the woman remembered (lac vow lire had made 
concerning her fon, and delivered him (o Eh, 
dedicating him to God, that he might become 
a prophet. Accordingly his hair was fuffered 
to grow long, and his drink was vrater. So 
Samuel dwelt and was Ivrought up in the tem¬ 
ple. But Elcanah had other fons by Hannah, 
and three daughters. 

4. Now when liamucl was twelve years old, 
he began to prophefy ; uikI when Ivc was once 
aileep, God called to him hy his name, but he 
ruppofingbc had been called by the high piicfl, 

2 'i' cam c 





i68 


ANTI O U I T I E S O F THE JEWS. B., 


came to him ; but when the high pricft faid he 
did not call him, God did fo thrice. Eli was 
then lb far illuminated, that he faid to him, 
“ Indeed, Samuel, I w'as fdent now as well as 
before; It is God that calls thee; do thou there* 
fore fignify it to him, and fay, I am here 
ready.” So when he heard God fpeak again, 
he deiired him to fpeak, and to deliver what 
oracles he pleafed to him, for he would not 
fail to perform any miniftration whatfoever he 
fhould make ufc of him in ; to which God re¬ 
plied, “ Since tlmu art here ready, learn what 
miferies are coming upon the Ifraelites, fuch 
indeed as words cannot declare, nor faith be¬ 
lieve ; for t;ie fons of Eh fliall die in one day, 
and the priellhood fliall be transferred into tiie 
faniiiy of Elea/ar; for Eh hath loved his fons 
more than he hath loved my worlhip, and to 
fuch a degree, as is not for their advantage.” 
Which meflage Eh obliged the prophet by oath 
to tell him, for otherwife he had no inclination 
to aflh£t hint by telling it. And now Eli had 
a far more fure expectation of the perdition of 
his fons; hut the glory of Samuel increafed 
more and more, it being found by experience 
that whatfoever he prophehed came to pafs 
accordingly. 


C H A P. IX. 

IL 'ran is declared what hefcl the Sons of Eli^ 
the /Irk, and the People ; and bow Eli him- 
felf died miferably. 

§ I. A BOUT this time it was that the 
Jf\^ Philifiiincs made war againft the If- 
raciites, and pitched their camp at the city 
Aphek. Now when the Ifraelites had expect¬ 
ed them a little while, the very next day they 
joined battle, and the Philiftines were conquer- 
ors, and hew about four thoufand of the Ele- 
brews, and purfued the reft of their multitude 
to their camp. 

* Although there had been a few occafional prophets 
before, yet was this Samuel the firll of a conftant fuccef- 
fion of prophets in the jewifh nation, as is implied in St 
Peer's woids. Ads ili. 24. JSfe, and all the prophets from 


2. So the Hebrews being afraid of the w^orft, 
fent to the fenate, and to the high pricft, and 
defired that they would bring the ark of God, 
that, by putting tbemfelves in array, when it 
was prefent with them, they might be too hard 
for their enemies, as not refleefling that he who 
had condemned them to endure thefe calami¬ 
ties was greater than the ark, and for whofe fake 
it was that this ark came to be honoured. So 
the ark came, and the fons of tlie high prieft 
with it, having received a charge from their 
father, that if they pretended to furvivc th' 
taking of the ark, they fhould come no • 
into his prefence; for Phineas officiate^’ 

as high prieft, his father having reli, 
office to him, by reafon of his great . 
the Hebrews were fuil of courage, as fi ,)j .iig 
that by the coming of the ark.thcy fliould be 
too hard for their enemies : their enemies all'o 
were greatly concerned, and were afraid of the 
ark’s coming to the Ifraelites; however the up- 
flioPdid not prove agreeable the expccftalioii 
of both fides, but when the battle ‘Was joined, 
that vieftory which the Hebrews expected was 
gained by the Philiftin^ and w'hat defeat the 
Philiftines were afraid of fell to the lot of the 
Ifraelites, and thereby they found that they 
had put their truft in the ark in vain j for they 
were prefently beaten as foon as they came to 
a clofe light with their enemies, and loft about 
thirty thoufand men, among which were the 
fons of the high prieft ; but the ark was car¬ 
ried away by the enemies. 

3. When the news of this defeat came to 
Shiloh, with that of the captivity of the ark 
(for a certain young man, a Benjamite, who 
was in the aeftion, came as a meflenger thither) 
the whole city was full, of lamentations. And 
Eli the high prieft, who fat upon an high 
throne at one of the gates, heard their mournful 
cries, and fuppofed that fome ftrange thing had 
befallen his family: So he fent for the young 

man;, 

Samuel, and thofe that follow after, as mam as have fpohett, 
have Itkewife foretold of thefe days. See alio Acts -\iii. 20. 
The other were rather fometimes called righteous men, 
Matt. X. 41. xiii. 17. 
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man; and when he underftood what had hap¬ 
pened in the battle, he was not much unealy 
as to his fons, or what was told him withal 
about the army, as having before-hand known 
by divine revelation tliat thofe things would 
happen, and having himfelf declared them be¬ 
fore-hand, for what fad things come unexpe£t- 
edly they diftrefs men the moft; but as foon as 
the ark was carried captive by their enemies, 
he was very much grieved at it, becaufe it fell 
out quite differently from what he expe£ted, 
fo he fell down from his throne, and died, hav¬ 
ing in all lived ninety-eight years, and of them 
retained the government forty. 

-f. On the fame day his fon Phineas’s wife 
died alfo, as not able to furvivc the misfortune 
of her hufband ; for they told her of her huf- 
bund’s death as ftie was in labour. However, 


fhc bare a fon at feven months, wlilch lived, 
and to which they gave the name of Icabody 
which name fignihes d/fgrace^ and this bccaufe 
the army received a difgrace at this lime. 

y. Now Eli was the firll of the family of 
Ithamar, the other fon of Aaron, that had the 
government; for the family of Eleazar oificiat- 
cd as high prieft at lirft, the fon ftill receiving 
that honour from the father, which Eleazar be¬ 
queathed to his fon Phineas ; after whom Abi- 
ezer his fon took the honour, and delivered 
it to his fon, whofe name was Bukh}^ from 
whom his fon Oz.i received it; after avhom Eli, 
of whom we have been fpeaking, had the prieft- 
hood, and fo he had his ]K)fterity xintil the time 
of Solomon’s reign ; but then the pofterity of 
Eleazar re-affumed it. 


BOOK VI. 


Containing the Interval of Thirty-two Tears. 


[From the Death of Eli to the Death of Saul.} 


CHAP. I., 

The TeJlriiBion that came upon the Phlll/llnes, 
and upon their handy by the Wrath of Gody 
on Account of their having carried the Ark 
away captive ; and ‘after what Manner they 
fent it back to the Hebrews. 

§ I. XTK^HEN the PhiJiftines had taken the 
▼ V ark of the Hebrews captive, as I 
faid a little before, they carried it to the city 
Alhdod, and put it by their own god, who was 
called '* Dagouy as one of their fpoils } but when 
they went into his temple the next morning to 

1 * Dagon, a famous maritime god or uhl, is generally 


worfhip their god, they found him paying the 
fame worlhip to the ark, for he lay aiong, as 
having fallen down from the balls whereon he 
had flood : So they took him up, and fer him 
on his balls again, and were much troubled 
at what had happened ; and as they frequently 
came toDagon, and found him Hill lying along 
in apofture of adoration to the ark, they were 
in very great diftrefs and confuiion. At length 
God fent a very deftrudlive difeafe upon the 
city and country of Aflidod, for they died of 
the dyfentery or flux, a fore dillenipcr, tliat 

brought 

fuppofcil to h.ivc been like a man above the navel, and 
like a fjk beneath it.. 
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brought death upon them very fiuldenly ; for 
before the foiil could, as ufual in cafy deaths, 
be well loofcd from the boily, they brought up 
their eutrails, and vomited up what they had eat¬ 
en, and what was entirely corrupted by the dif- 
eafe. And as to the fruits of their country, a 
groat multitude of mice arofe out of the earth, 
and hurt them, and fpared neither the plants nor 
the fruits. Now while the people of AOidon 
were under thefc misfortunes, and were not able 
to fu]iport thcmfelves under their calamities,they 
perceived that they fuffered thus becaiife of the 
ark, and that the victory they had gotten, .and 
their having taken the ark captive, had not hap¬ 
pened for their good, they therefore fent to the 
people of Afkelon, and defired that they would 
receive the ark among them, 'idiis defire of 
the people of AQidod was not difagrceable to 
thole of Aflcelon, fo they granted them that ia- 
vour. But when they had gotten tlie ark, they 
were ill the fame mifcrable condition ; for the 
ark carried along v/lth it the difallcrs that the 
people of Afhdod had fuffered, to thofe who 
received it from them. Thofe ot Afkelon alfo 
font it away from thcmfelves to others ; .Nor 
did it flay among thofe others neither, for ilnee 
they were purfued by (he fune diiliflers, they 
fiill fent it to llie neighbouring cities j fo that | 
t'lc ark went round, after this manner, to the j 
Five ci'.ic". o: the riididines, as though it cxa£l- j 
cd tilde oil.did'!, as a trlhutc to be paid for its 
condp'r among them. 

h\h!i, . tiiofe that had experienced thefe 
inife.mv were tire.l oat with them, and when 
ihoie lh.il Ik md of them were taught thcrcliy 
not to adind tl.a arkainongthcm, hnce they paitl 
fo dear a trilmtc for it, at length they Ihnght 
for ii'nse centrivauec and method how they 
migh.t iret free from it, fo the governors of the 
five eilic-., (huh, and Kkron, and Afkelon, tvs 
ailo C.raa and Afhdod, tact together, and con- 

i’K'.-ms r'i here, th.at uron the coins of 
Tcru .'i’kI il'oil- of other citif.s, a field tnctif ib engra- 
i- n, to;>- ilier wiih Jpdlo Smi/tthcus, or Apollo the dtiver a- 
cn .iccoiint of his being fuppofccl to have 
fteid fertiin tr.xls (,f groiind from thofe mice: Which 
.oinsihew how vir it .Tiudgment fuch mice have fome- 
t’lii' . lie>. 1’, uiu! ii ) v. the deliverance from them was then 


fidered what ’was fit to be done ; and at the 
firft they thought proper to fend the ark back 
to Its own people, as allowdng that God iiad 
avenged it.s caufe; that the miferies they had un-*^ 
I dergonc came along with it, and that thefc were 
I fent on their cities upon its account, and togc- 
tlier with it. However, tjiere wmre thofe tliat 
, faid, they fhould not do fo, nor fuffer thcmfelves 
to be deluded, as aferibing the caufe of their 
inifcrics to it, becaule it could not have fuch 
! power and foixe upon them ; for had God had 
inch a regard to it, it would not have been de¬ 
livered into the hands of men ; So they c.xhort- 
, ed them to be quiet, and to take pat' 

1 had befallen them, and to fnppofe 
I no other caufe of it but nature, wli 
I tain revolutions of time produces fi 
j tions in the bodies of men, in the earth, ir; 

I plants, and in all tilings that grow out of the 
j earth. But the counfel that imevailed over 
thofe already tlefcribcd, was that of certain 
men, who were befievcd to have diflinguinied 
thcmfelves in former times lor'- their nnder- 
flanding.and prudence, and wlio in tficlr pre- 
feut eircumftauccs feemed above all the reft to 
fpcak properly. Tlicfe men laid, it was not 
riglit eiiiicr to lend the ark arvay, or to retain 
it, hut to dedicate five golden images, one for 
every city, as a thank-oircriug to God, on ac¬ 
count oi' his having taken care of their prefer- 
vation, and having kept them alive when their 
lives wmre likely to be taken away by fuch dif- 
tempers as they were not able to bear up 
againfl. I’hey alfo would h.'ive them make 
five golden mice like to thofe that had dc- 
1 voured and deltroycd their country, to pit 
them in a hag, and lay them upon the ark;-/- 
! to make them a new cart alfo for It, and to 
i yoke milch f kine to it; but to flrut up their 
calves, and keep them from them, lell by fol¬ 
lowing 

j eflcemcrl the efTe-h: ol a divine po-lver ; -wliieh ohfLrvati(tn3 
j are highly fuitiible to this liillory. 

I Thus deticc of the Pliiliflinc-;,, of liaving a yoke of 
I kine to draw this cart into whicli they put the .'ik of the 
Hebrews, is greatly illuftratedby S.indioniatho’t account, 

" under his ninth generation, that Agiouerus, oi Agrotes, 

t! le 
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lowing alter them they Hiould prove an hin- 
dcrance to their dams, and tliat the dams iniglit 
retiSja the fallcr out of a dciire of thofe calves ; 
then to drive thele milch kine tliat carried the 
ark, and leave it at a place wlicre three ways, 
met, and to leave it to the kine to go along 
wliicli of thofe ways they pleai'cd, that in cafe 
they went the tvay to tlie Idehrews, and alecnd- 
ed to their country, they ihould luppol'e ihai 
the ark was the caulc of their mislortunes ; i 
hut if they turned into another road, they laid, ! 
“ We will purfue after it, and conclude that it 
has no fach force in it.” 

8 o they determined tliat thefe men fpake 
wc'l ; and they immediately conlirmed their. 

< pin'.'ll hy doing a.ccordingly : And wlicn tlicy 
it,id fame as hatii I'ccn already deicrihed, they 
luou '.ii. the cart to a place wlicre tlirce ways 
met, and left if tiu-rc, and went their ways, 
hut the kine went the right way, and as if 
tome ]ierfons liad tlrivcu them, wdiilc the rulers 
of tl'.e Fhi'iilincs iohowed alter them, as de- 
hrous to know where they would Hand Hill, 
and to vvdiom they would go. Now there was 
a certain village of the trilie of Judah, wiioic 
name was Bcthjhc.uiL and to that village did 
the kine go ; and thougli there was a great and 
a good plain before them to proceed in, tiicy 
went no farther, but Hopped tiie cart there. 
This was a fipjit to thoie of that village, and 
they were very glad ; for it being then fummer- 
tirne, and all tlie inhabitants being then in tlieir 
fields g.ithcrins'; in their fruits, they left oif tlie 
labours of their hands for joy, as foon as tliey 
jatv the ark, and ran to the cart ; and taking 
the ark down, and the vcllel that had the ima¬ 
ges in it, and the mice, they ict tliein ui'.on a 
certain rock wliicli was in the plain ; and when 
they had oflcred a Iplendid facrihee to God, I 
and fealled, they ofl'ered the cart and tlic kine ' 
as a burut-oHcriiig: And when the lords of liic 
PltihHlnts fuv this, they returned Iinck. 

tlie hti!l'a>uhnai>, Irul .1 uiucli '.rotlhippcd iliituc, iinil n tern- 
pit, r.irr;yj hy oih' ur mw yakc of ox<’n or hint', in 

tiu, in the nti'di'oourhood of thefe Piiiliitines. .See Ciiin- 
heriiiiid’s .‘iaiiclioinatho, p. 27. and 247. and Efiay on the 
Old TefLiment, append, p. 172. 

Tlu.fc fevciiiy'Tien, being not fo'much as Levites, 
touched the arl in a ralh or profane manner, and wi.-rs ' 
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4. But now it was tli.Mt tiie wrath of God 
overtook them, and tiruck feventy perfons 
dcati of the village ol Bcthllieniefli, wlio, nor 
being pricils, and fo unt -worib.y to touch the 
ark, had approached to it. ’i'ltu.c of tliat 
!agv' wept i'or thefe that tlius fullered, atid 
mailc luch a laineniatlnn as was natiu ally to be 
cMpccfcd on lo ip eat a mislta tune th it lent 
Iroui God, am'! cveiy oiie monrmd for his own 
rdatioti.. And Iniee they ;iekm)v.lodged tliem- 
leives unworliiy < >' the ark's aiaale eritli luem, 
t!)cy font to tim j'.ui'hc feuato of tlm lii'aelites, 
and informed tin.m that llie ;irk teas rcHored 
by the Bidhllincs ; wliieh, when they knew, 
they hrougju it av.ayto Ki; iwiijearim, a city 
in the neigldnuii'idirxai of in tiulieamefb. In 
this city lived oiie A/A;,,v/,a', by Ifrlli a Ian lie, 
and wlio was greativ conii:wiu’''d i'or Ifis rigln- 
tcous and religious conrt’e of bfo ; to they 
brought the ark to bis he>t;i'e, ns to a piace fit 
for Csr(jd liiinieh to nb.de ;n, Imci' lliCreiii dii! 
inhni'lt a rigliteoie; ni.iii. i lis i.ee. a.ii'o' mini- 
llrcd to tlie divine: ierv:,;e tiee ark, '.nd were 
tlie iirincipal curator;, of it i'or tv.emv vraw:.; 
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how ready they were to do their duty, thought 
this a proper time to fpcak to them, while they 
avere in this good dilpolulon, about the recov- 
cty of their liberty, and of the hleflings that ac- 
compatiied the fame. Accordingly he tiled fuch 
worth: to them ac he thought were molt likely 
to excite that Inclination, arid to perfuade them 
to attempt' it : “ O you Ifraelitcs, faid he, to 
whom the Philillini.s are Hill grievous enemies, 
but to whom God begins to be gracious, it be¬ 
hoves you not only to be dclirous of liberty, 
hut to take the proper metheds to obtain it. 
Nor arc you to be contented with an inclina¬ 
tion to get clear of your lords and mailers, 
while you ftill do what will procure y'our con¬ 
tinuance under them : Be righteous then, and 
call wickedueis out of your fouls, and hy your 
worfliip fupplicatc the Divine Majelly willi all 
your hearts, and p'Orfevcrc in the lionotir jmu 
pay to him ; for if you acl thus, you will en¬ 
joy profperity, you Acill be freed from your 
llavery, and will get the viGory over ycur 
enemies ; which blelfings it Is not polJiblc you 
fnoulil attain, neitlier by weapons of war,, nor 
by tlic llrcngth of your l^odies, nor by llic 
multitude of your alhllauts ; for Cod has not 
promiled to grant tlieie hlJhngs l)y thofe means, 
but h) bluing- good and liglUcous men ; and il 
yf/ii will be fuLh, 1 rvili lie fecurity to you for 
the performaure rd' Goti's promiies.” When 
Samuel had laid tiuis, the mulriuitlc applauded 
his dilcoiu'fe, and Were plcafed with ins exhor¬ 
tation to them, and gave their confeiit to re- 
iign thcmklvrs up to do cvliat was piealing to 
God. So Siiuun:} gathered ilrcui together to a 
certain city called A'fr.zfcb, whicil iigniiics in 
the Hehrevv' tongue 'x ^'.-aU b towe?-; there they 
rlrsw water, and jicurcd it out to God, and 
failed all dayg and betook thcinfcl'rcs to their 
prayers. 

y. 'i’ms tlunr aliernbly did not clcapo the 
notice of the Vhilillincs ; lb when they had 
learned that fa large a cnujiany had met togc- 
tlicr, they fell upon tlie Hebrews rvhh a greaU 

* This is tlic firi'; !'l fo f:ir .is I rmicmhcr, in tlicfc 
Andquirics, wlicri; Ji.li ■p..u;.lH'pinK to rail Ills niU'on yin’S, 
i'.c having liitlurio ufu.'ily, it not ct'nllan'.Iy, calicG tiiciii 


army, and mighty forces, as Jioping to alTault 
them when tlrey did not cxpcdl it, nor were 
prepared for it. This thing affrighted thlfjde- 
brews, and put them into diforder and terror ; 
fo they came running to Samuel, and faid, 
lliat “ their fouls were funk by their fears, 
and by the former defeat they had received, 
and that thence it w'as that we lay Hill, left we 
Ihould excite the power of our enemies againil 
us. Now while thou, haft brought us hither to 
offer up our prayers and facriliccs, and take 
oatlis [to be obedient] our enemies are making; 
an expedition againft us, while we are naked 
and unarincd; wlicrcforc we have ni 
hope of deliverance hut tliat hy thy mca 
by tlie aftiftaiice God ftial! afford us u} 

prayers to him, we lhall obtain ddi,^... 

from tlie Philiftincs.” Hereupon Samuel hid 
them he of good cheer, and jiromifcd them 
that God would affift them : and taking a fuck¬ 
ing lamb he facrificcd it for the multitude, and 
hefought God to hokl his protedfinghand over 
them when they fhould fight with the I'hiiil- 
tincs, and not to overlook them, nor fuffer 
them to come under a fecond iui.sfortunc. Ac¬ 
cordingly God hearkened to hi.s prayers, and 
accepting^ their facriiicc witli a gracious inten¬ 
tion, and fuch as wa.s difpnfcd to affift them, 
he granted them victory and power over tlicir 
enemies. Now while the altar had the facrificc 
of God upon it, and had not yet confumed it 
wholly hy its facred fire, the enemies army 
marched out of tlicir camp, and was jnit into 
order of battle, and this in hope tliat they 
fhoujd he contpicrors, fincc the * jews were 
caught in diftreffed circumftances, as neither 
having their weapons with them, nor being 
affiemhlcd tlicre in order to fight. But tliingys 
fo fell out, that they would hardly have been 
credited though they had been foretold hy any 
body; for, in the firft place, Cod dlfturbcd 
their enemies with an earthquake, and moved 
the ground under them, to fuch a degree, that 

he 

cither Hchreivs or The fcccnd place focn fol . 

lows, cliap. iii. J 5. 
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he caiifed It to tremble, anti made them to 
fhake, inioniudi that by its trembling he made 
fome unable to keep their feet, and made them 
fall down, and by opening its chafins he can- 
fed that others fliould be hurrietl down into 1 
them : after which he caiifed fuch a noife of ! 
thunder to come among them, and made fiery i 
liirhtnintr ihlne fo terriblv round about them, 
that it was ready to burn their faces ; and he 
fo fuddenly Ihook their weapons out of their 
hands, that he made them fly, and return 
home naked. So Samuel, with tlic multitude, 
puriued them to IJethcar, a place fo called ; 

•e he f't up a ftonc as a boundary of 
ory, and their cnenties f ight, and cal- 
t>tonc (,f Pozucr, as a lignal of tluit 
^ vjod had given them againft their ene¬ 
mies. 

3. So the Philiftincs, after this ftrokc, made 
no nivire expeditions againfl llie Ifraelltes, but 
lay fill out of fear, and out of remembrance of 
what had befallen them ; and what courage the 
rhilitllnes had formerly againft the Hebrews, 
that after this vidlory was transferred to the 
Hebrews. Samuel alfo made an expedition 
againft the rhillllincs, and f ew many of tlicm, 
and entirely humbled tlieir proud hearts; and 
took from them that country which, when they 
were formerly comjuerors in Itattle, they haul 
cut off from the Jews, wliich was the country 
that extemlcd from the borders of Gath to the 
city I'lkron : But the remains of the Canaanltcs 
were at this time in fricndfhip with tlic Ifraelltes. 


C H A P. III. ! 

How Samuel^ when he xvas fo hifnn with old j 
y/ge that he could not take Care of the public || 
jlfair's^ intrnjied them to his Sons; and hoxs.\ ij 
upon the evil Adminf ration of the Govern- | 
n/ent b\’ them^ the Mnltitiale were fo anicry^ | 
that they required to have a Kin^ to govern ! 
//\'77;, although Samuel xvas much difplcafcd 
thereat. 

I 

S i.'i^UT Samuel the prophet, when he had j 

, I J ordered the aflairs of the people after j 


a convenient manner, and had appointed .a city 
for every diftrifl cd them, he commanded them 
to come to fuch cities, to have the controve.'!'- 
hes that they had one witli another determined 
in them, he himfclf going twer tboie cities 
twice in a year, and doing them jiifticc, and 
by that means he kept them in very good or¬ 
der for a long time. 

2, But afterward lie found liimfelf oppixi- 
fed with old age, and not able to do what he 
ul'ed to do, fo lie committed tltc government, 
and the care oi the multitude, to bis ions ; the 
elder of which was called Jvc/, and the name 
of live younger was ulbiab. He alfo enjoioed 
them to rciide and judge the people, the one 
at the city Bethel, and the other at Beeviheha, 
and divided the people into diftricls, that (hould 
he tinder the jurildidiou of eacli of tlicrn. Now 
thefe men afford ns an evident exanij le and 
dcmonftralion, liow feme ehihlren are m.'t of 
the like difpoiitions with their parents, hur 
fometimes perliajis good and moderate, though, 
horn of wicked pa.rcnts, and fometinies fhew- 
ing themfelves to ho wicked, though, horn of 
good parents ; for ihcie men turning ,tilde from 
their father’s good courfes, and takinj!;a courl'c 
that was contrary to thetn, perverted jttflicc 
for the filtliy lucre of gifts and hrihes, and made 
their detcrmi’ialious not according to truth but. 
according to hvihery, and turned aiidc to Itixtiry, 
ami a collly way of living, fo that, as in the 
ftrft place, they pradii'ed rvliat was eontiar" 
to th.e will oi God, fo tiid they, in tlio fleond 
’pl.'ice, what was contrary to the uiil of the 
proph.ct, their father, who had taken a great 
de.il of care, and made a very careful p)rovificn 
that tlic multitude fiiould he rig] it eons, 

3. But the peojilc, upon tlicie in;uriem,f- 
tored to their former conflltiuiem and gevertu 
ment by llie proj'hct’s fons, vere very uneal) 
at their adions, and came running to the jiro- 
phet, wl’.o tlien lived at live city Rnnvdi, ami 
informed liim of the tranfgn ilhms of his ions , 
and laid, I'hat “ as he was himfclf old : ireadv,, 
and too infirm !>)' that age of k;; to'oi -.rfto’ 
their alfturs in tltc manner he “0 dig f •• 

they 
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they hegged of him, and intrcated him to appoint 
fome pcrfon to be king over tltem, who might 
rule over the nation, and avenge them of the Fhil- 
iftines, who ouglit to be punilhed for their former 
opprelliori?.” Tlicfe words greatiy afllidcd Sam¬ 
uel, on account of his innate love of ivniice, 
and his iratred to kingly government; for he | 
'Vv'us very fond ot an arillocracy, as what made j 
the men tint idcd it of a divine and ha])py dif- j 
poiilion ; Nor could he either think oi eating | 
or Jieenlng, out of his concern and torment of j 
mind at what they had f.iid, hut all tlie night 
lone, did lie continue awake, and revolved thele 
notion' in his mind. 

4 While he ^vas thus diliiofed, God ap- 
peareil to Idnn, and comforted him, laying, 

“ 'i'lrU b.e ouglu not to lie imcafy at wliat the 
innhitmle dclired, beraui'e it was not he, hut 
liimicif whom they lo infolenlly defpifcal, 
and would not h.sve to he alone their king: 
that they h’ui hecn contriving thele things from 
the very day tli.Ut they came out of ih>;vpt: 
that liowever in no long time they would loie- 
ly roi'ent of whu tia.y did, which repenlance 
vet e'ould L'lt undo wiiat was tiius done for lu- 
turi:)': timt tliey would he Inlhcicntly relinked 
liir their contempt, and liie ungratclul comludl; 
they have uled towards me, and toivards thy 
piayiheiic ofi'c. So I comnuiml thee to or- 
viain th.ein Inch an i,ue as 1 iha'l name heforc- 
hand to he their kin;',;, v/'ven tliou Indl Jiril de- 
IcriJicd wh.at milciiicf. Icingly government will 
bri.rg upon tluin, and openly tehdied iieJore 
tiicin umo evhit a great change ot alhiirs they 
are hailing,.” 

5. Whe:; Sam.ui l had heaj-d this, lie called 
tlie jews early in the morning, and eonidled 
to them that he was to ordain them a king : 
but he faid, that he was iirft to deleiihe to them 
what would follow ; what treatment they wouM 
receive from their l:ing>;s, and with how nriny 
mifehitfs they mull 11 niggle ; “ For kno’vV ye, 
fiid he, that, in the llrll place, they will t.ikc 
your fons away trom. you ; and they will com¬ 
mand foiue of them to be drivers of tlieir cliar- 
iots, :uul io'im t.o he their horfcnicn, and the 
' iri'-ds of tlieir hodv. and olhers of them to lae 


runners before them, and captains of tlioufands, 
and captains of hundreds: they will alfo make 
them their artificers, makers of armour, and of 
chariots, and of inflruments; they will make 
them their hufbandnien alfo, and the curators 
of tiieir owm fields, and the diggers of their 
own vineyards ; nor will there be any thing 
wdiich they will not do at their commands, as 
if they were Haves bought with money. They 
will alfo appoint your daughters to be confec¬ 
tioners, and cooks, and bakers ; and thele will 
he obliged to do all forts ol work wdiich wmnicn- 
llaves, tl'.at arc in fear of ftrines and torment, 
Ibhmit to. They will, befules this, take away 
your policdions, and bellow them nj>on tiici: 
eunuchs, and the guards of their bodies, and 
give the heius of your cattle to their own ter- 
vants ; and, to lay briefly all at once, you, 
and all tliat is yours, wnil he fervants to you: 
king, anil will become no way Jujicrior to his 
flaves : and when you fuffer thus, you wifi 
thereby Ise put in mind of what I now lay. 
And when you repent of what you have done, 
you will beteeeh God to have mercy ujion you, 
ami to grant you a cpaick deliverance from your 
kingg’.; hut he will not accept your prayers, hut 
will neglccl )'ou, and permit yon to luffcr the 
punllhmeirt your evil condudl has delervcd.” 

6. But the multitude was ftill fo fot)!- 
I 1th as to be deaf to thele jirediflions of what 
would befal them : and t(;o jieevifh to fuH'er a 
determination which they iiad injudieioufiy 
once made to be taken cut of their mind, for 
they could not be turned from their purpofe ; 
nor did they regard the words of Samuel,-but 
peremptorily infilled on their rclblution, and 
defired him to ordain them a king immediate- 
I ly, and not to trouble himfclf with fears of 
I what would happen hereafter, for that it was 
I necefiary tlicy fhould h.ive with them one lo 
' fight their battles, and to avenge them of their 
enemies ; and that it W'as now ly ahfurd, when 
I their neigiibours were under kingly govern- 
! ment, that thev fliould have tire lame form of 
government ailb. So when Samuel law that 
what he had faid had not diverted them from 

thee 
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their purpofe, but that they continued refolute, 
Jrc faid, “ Go you every one home for the pre- 
fent, when it is he I will lend for you, as foon 
as I fliall have learned from God who it'is that 
he will give you for your king.” 


C H A P. IV. 

T^he Appohitmcnt of a King over the Jfraclitcs^ 
'LvhoJ'e Name %vds Saul ; atid this by the Com¬ 
mand oj God. 

§ I. /"I ’^IIERE was one of the tribe of Ben- 
I jamin, a man of a good family, 
and of a virtuous difpofition; his name was 
Ki/h. He had a fon, a young man, of a come¬ 
ly countenance, and of a tall body, but his un- 
derllauding and his mind were preferable to 
v/hat was villblc in him. They called him 
Sa;d. Now this Kilh had ff)rnc fine flie-afl'es, 
that were waiulered out of the pafturc wherein 
tliey fed, for he was more delighted with thefe, 
than witli any other cuttle he had, fo he fent out 
his fon, and one I'ervant with him, to fearch for 
the bealls ; but when he had gone over his own 
tribe in fearch after the alfes, he went to other 
tribes, and when he found them not there nei¬ 
ther, he determined to go his way home, left 
ho fliould occafion any concern to his father 
.about himfelf. But when his fervant that fol¬ 
lowed him told him, as they were near the 
city Ramah, that there was a true prophet in 
that city, and advifed him to go to him, for 
that by him they fhould know the uplhot of the 
affair of their aftes, lie replied, That if they 
fliould go to him they had nothing to give him 
as a reward for his prophecy, for their fuhfif- 
tence money iTas fjient. d’he fervant anfwcr- 
ed. That he had ftill the * fourth part of a Ihc- 
kcl, and he would prefent Ivim with that; for 
they vrere tniftaken out of ignorance, as not 
knowing tliat the prophet received no fuch re- 

• Of great miflake of ,Saul’s and his fervant’s, as if 
ja true prophrt of God would accept of a gift or pvefont, 
for foretelling what was tlefircd of him, fee the note on 
IS. IV. chap. vi. § 3. 

f It feems to me not improbable, that thefe feventy 
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ward. So they went to Idm ; and when they 
were before the gates, tlicy light upon certain 
maidens that were going to fctcli water, and 
ihcv afkcd them, vvnicli w;i.s the prophet’s 
hotife ? They Ihewcd them which it was ; and 
hid them make luillc licfoWf he wnis let down to 
fiip])er, for he had invited many giiells to a 
Icaft, and tliat he tiled to fit (knvn before thofe 
tliat were invited. Now Samuel had ijien ga¬ 
thered many together to feall with him on this 
very account; for while he evoy day prayed 
to God to tell him before-hand wliom he would 
make king, he had informed him of this man 
the day before, for that he would lend him a 
certain young man, out of the tribe of Benja¬ 
min, about this hour of the tlay ; and he fat 
on tlic top of lh(; houle in expcflation of that 
time’s being come. And when the time was 
completed, became down, and went to fupper; 
fo he met witli Saul, and God dil'covered to 
him, that this was he who fhould rule oigjsr 
tliem. Then Saul went up to Samuel, and 
fainted liiin, and defired him to inform .h’lna 
which was the prophet’s houi'e ? for he faid he 
was a ftranger, and did not know it. Wliert 
Samuel liad told him, that he was himfelf tlie 
perfon, he led him in to fupper, and affured 
him, tliat the alfes were found which lie had 
been to Icck, ami that the grenteft of good thing;; 
were alTurcd to him ; he replied, “ Sir, I am 
too inconfiderahlc to hope for any Inch thing, 
and of a tribe too Imall to have king;; imule out 
of it, and of a family finallcr than feveral other- 
families ; but thou tcllcft me this in jell, and 
makeft me an ohjeft of laughter, when thou 
difcourfell with me of greater matters than what 
I ftand in need of.” However, the prophet led 
him to the feall, and made him fit down, him 
and his fervant that followed liiin, aliove tlie 
other guefta that were invited, which were | fc- 
ventv in number; arid he gave order to the 

fer- 

guefts of iSamud, ns l;ere, with himfelf at the lirad of 
them, were a JewHli Sanhedrim, and diat her’;-by Sam¬ 
uel intimated to Saul, that thef’ feventy-one were to be 
his coiiflaiit couiifellors, and that he v.-.ui to adl not Ilk* 
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fejrvants to fet the royd portion before Saul, bleflings.” Wlien Samuel had faid this, and 
But when ‘die time ot iroiii;.; to bed was come, foretold thefe tilings, he feat the young man 
the red rofe up and every one of them went away. Now all things fell out to Saul accord- 
home ; but Saul dayed witlt the prophet, he into the projihecy of Samuel, 
and his fervant, and dept with him. 3. But as foon as Saul came into the houfe 

2. Bur as foon tfe it was day, Samuel ralfcd of Ins kiriftnan Abner, whom indeed he loved 
up Saul out of his b.d, and conducted him better than the reft of his relations, he was 
homeward ; and wJicn he was out of the city, adeed by him concerning his journey, and 
he defited him to cauie his fervant to go be- wliat accidents happened to him therein ; and 
fore, but to ftay behind himlclf, for tlt.it he he concealed none of the other tilings from him, 
had fouiewhat to fay to him, when noliody no not liis coming to Samuel the prophet, nor 
clfe w'As jirefeul. Accordingly Saul feat away how he told him the alfes were found; but be 
his fervant that followed him ; then did the faid nothing to him about the kingdom, and 
prophet take a vcftcl of oil, and poured it upon wlxat belonged thereto, which he thought would 
the licad of the young man, and killed him, procure him envy, and wdicn fuch things'arc 
and laid, “Be thou n king, by the ordination heard they are not ealily believed ; nor did be 
of God, againft the Philiftines, and for avenging think it prudent to tell thofe things to him, d- 
thc Hebrew's for wdiat they had fullered by though he appeared very friendly to him, and 
them ; of this trmu {halt have a figgi, which I one wliom he loved above the reft of bis reli- 
would have tliee take notice of: as luou as thou tions, conlidcring, I fiippofe, wliat human u.i- 
depa’fcd lie'iee, ihoii wdit find three men ture really is, that no one is a linn friend, jui- 
ttpon lliL road gc'ing to avorlhip God at Bethel, tber among our intimates, nor of our Idndred, 
the ftrll of whlcli tlK)U wilt fee carrying three nor do they preferve that kind diljiolitiou ivhcn 
]o.r. es of bread, the fccond carrying a kid of God advances men to great profperity, but they 
the goats, and the third will follow them car- are ftill ill-natured and envious at thofe that 
rying a bottle of wdne. 'i'hell' men will fahUc aie in eminent ftalions. 

tlice, e.iid fpeak kindly to dice, and wdll give 4. Thkn Samuel called the people together 
thee tv.o of their loaves, which thou fhalt ac- to I lie city Mifpeh, and fpakc to them in the 
cep; of. And tliencc thou ilialt come to a words followdng, which he faid he was to fpc.ik 
place c dledi RthLd'r Moi'uincfil, wdaere tliuii ' by the command of Cfod : That “ when be 
lhait nicct \dth ihofc that Vvill tell thee thy af- i had granted them a ftatcof liberty, and brougli^ 
Ics aic ii'und ; after this, when then Cornell to ' tlieir enemies into fubjcdlion, they wmre bccoip^ 
Cabcdia, thou Ih ilt overtake a company of unmindful of his benefits, and rejeded God 
propiicts, and thou lhait be fei/ed with the | that he fhould not lie their king, as not cop- 
divine fpirit, and prophefy along with them, j lidcring that it would be moft for their advrfn- 
till every one that fees thee fnall be aftonilhed : tage to be prelided over by the heft of beings, 
and wonder, and fay, V/licnce Is it that the for God is the licft of beings, and they chofe 
Ion of Kifh has anived at this degree of happi- to have a man for tlieir king, while kingt| wdll 
iicfs? And wdien thefe ligns diavc happened to ufc their fubjeds as bealls, according^ the 
theet know'that God is with thee ; then do thou violence of their owm wills and inclimitions, 
idlair thy father, and thy kindred; Thou fhalt and other paftions, as w'holly carried away 
alfo coine v.bni I fend for thee, to Gilgal, that witli the luft of power, but will not endeavour 
w'e may offer thank-oflerings to God ior thefe fo 

:i fol ■ mnmri but witli tlu- fKivirc an<i clircitioii of thefe ■ An inftance of this divirte fury we have after th.is in ■ 

fcvtnn-<irc nitiiibcrs of that Jewilli >S.i:iliediim upon all Saul, chap. v. J 2, 3. i Sam. xi. 6 . See the like Judg. iii. 
o.'tafuG;., vliiJi we ueier reed yet iLit he coufultcd af- 10, \l 34 xi. 29. xiii. 25._xiv. 6 . ** 

tci ..'arj. i 
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fo to preferve the race of maakind ap his own 
workmanG^ip and creation, whic’a, for that very 
reafon, Goct would take care of. But fnice j 
you have conic to a fixed relblutioa, and this i 
injurious treatment of .God has quite prevailed,! 
over you, dilpofe yourfelves by your tribes and 1 
feepters, and-caft lots.” j 

5. When the .Hebrews had fo done, the’lot | 
fell upon the trih^ of Benjamin ; and when ; 
tlie lot was caft f'r the families of tliis tribe, i 
that which was called Matri was taken ; and ; 
v/hen the lot was caft for th(f finglc perfons of | 
that family, Saul, the fon of Kifli, was taken 
for their king. When the young man knew 
thia, he prtwented [their fending for him] and 
immediately went away, and hid himfelf. I 
fuppofe it was hecaufc he would not have it 
thought that he willingly took the government 
upon him j nay, he ftiev/ed fuch a dei^ree of 
command over himfelf, and of modefty, tliat 
while the greateft part are not able to contain 
their joy, even in the gaining of fmall advain- 
tages, blit prcfently fhew themfelves publicly 
to all men, this man did not only Ihew no¬ 
thing of that nature, when he was appointed 
to be the lord of fo many and fo great tribes, 
but crept away and concealed himfelf out of 
ilic fight of thofc he was to reign over, and 
ni.idc them feek liim, and that with a good 
deal of trouble. So when the people were at 
a lofs, and folicitous, becaufe Saul difappeared, i 
^thc prophet hefought God’to fhew where the i 
young man was, and to produce him before | 
them. So when they had learned of God the j 
place where Saul was hidden, they fent men j 
.to bring hbn, and when he was come, they ; 
fet him in the midft of the multitude. Now ' 
he was taller than any of them, and’ his ftature j 
was \>’ery mipeftlc. 

• 6. Then Cvid the prophet, God gives you ! 
this man to be your king : See how he is ! 
higher than any of the people, and worthy of 
this dominion. So as foon as the people had 
made acclainmatlon, Godfavc the king^ the.pro- 

* T?,ke here Theodorel's note, cited by Dr Hudfon : 

He th.it expofes Ids diield to the enemy t^itli his left 
band, thereby hides his left eye, and looks at the enemy 
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phet wrote jlown what would cOme top^ifs in a 
hook, and read it in the.hearing of the king,, 
and laid up the bo( 4 ; in ihc tabernacle of God, 
to he a witneis to luture generations of what 
he had foretold. So wticn Samuel liad finiflied 
this matter, he difinified the multitude, and' 
came himfelf to the city Ramah, for it was hi.s 
own country. Saul alfo went a-y^ay to Gibcah, 
where lie was horn ; and many good men'there 
were who paid him the refjKiS that was due 
to him ; but the gi cater jiart vyere ill men, who 
defpifed him, and derided the others, who nei¬ 
ther did bring liim prefents, nor did they in 
afiedtion, or even words, regard to plcafe him. 


CHAP. V. 

Saul's llxped'itk n agaiajl the Nation of the Am- 
nioniics^ and Victory over ibcm^ and the Spoils 
he took from t.henu 

§. I /\ FTF.R one month, the war which 
Saul had with Nahafti, the king of 
the Ammonites, obtained him refpccl from all 
the people ; for this Nahalh had done a great 
deal of mifcliicf to the Jews that lived beyond 
Jordan, by die expedition lie had made againft- 
them with a great and warlike army. Tic alfo 
reduced their cities into llavery, and that not 
only by fiibduing them for the prefent, which 
he did by force and violence, Init weakening 
them by fuhtilty and cunning, that they might 
not be able afterward fo get clear of the liavery 
tliey were under to him, for he put out the 
right ■''' eyes of thofc tliat either delivered thcni- 
felves to him upon terms, or were taken by 
him in war; and this he did, tliat, when their 
left eyes were covered by their fhicld.-, tlicy’ 
might be. wholly iiielels in war. Now whe a 
the king of tlic Ammonites had ferved thofc 
beyond Jordan in this manner, he led his ?a-my 
againft tliofe that were called Gileadites ; and 
having pitched his camp at the mctrojiolls of 

with his right eye : lie therefore that plucks cut that c\y\ 
makes men ufclcfs in war.. 
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hi?, enemies, which wns the city jabefh, he fent 
ambairadors to them, commanding them either 
to deliver themlelves up, on condition to have 
their right eyes plucked out, or to undergo a 
ftege, and to have their cities overthrown. He 
• gave them tK'dir choice, w'hetlicr they wotild 
cut off a fmall member of their body, or uni- 
verfally perith. However, tlic Gileadites were 
fo affidghted at thelo oflerr., that they liad not 
courage to lay any thing to either of them, nei¬ 
ther that they would deliver thcmfclves up, nor 
that they would fight him : But they dcfi red that 
he would give them feven daysrefpite, that they 
might fend ambalfadors to their countrymen, 
and intreat their aihftancc ; and if they came 
to alfill them, they would fight ; but if that 
. alfillance were impoffible to be obtained from 
them, tlicy faid, they would deliver themfclves 
up to fuft'er whatever he pleafed to inflidl upon j 
them. 

2. So Nahafi-j, contemning the multitude of 
the Gileadites, and the anfwer they gave, al¬ 
lowed them a refpite, and gave them leave to 
fend to whoinfoevcr they pleafed lor afiiftance. 
80 they immediately font to the lira elites, city 
by city, and informed tlicm what Nahalh had 
tlrreatcncd to do to them, and what great 
dlllrefs they were in. Now the people fell into 
tears, and grief, at the hearing of avhat the 
cmhaiTadnrs from falidh faid, and the terror 
liiev were in perufittcd them to do nothing 
more. But ln.n the mefiengers were come 
to the city of king Saul, and declared the dan¬ 
gers in which the inhabitants of Jaliefli were, 
the people were in the fame affli'llion as thole 
in the otiier cities, for they lamented the cala- 
.iiiityof tht’fe related to them. And when Saul 
was returned from his Indhandry into the city, 
he found his fellow-citizens weeping ; and 
when, upon enquiry, he had learned the caufe 
of the coiifiifion and fadnefs they were in, he 
■wvas feized with a divine fury, and fent aw:>y 
the ambaffidor;. from the inhabitants of Jabefh, 
and promifed theipf to come to their alliftance 
on the third day, and to beat their enemies be- 
i’ore fun-r’tfing, that the fun, upon its vifing, 
might lee that they had already conquered, and ' 
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were freed from the fears they were under: 
But he bid feme of them ftay to conduit them 
the right way to Jabefh. 

3. So being defirous to turn the people to 
this war againft the Ammonites, by fear of the 
Ioffes they fhould otherwife undergo, and that 
they might the more fuddcnly be gathered to¬ 
gether, he cut the fmews of his oxen and threat¬ 
ened to do tlie fame to all fuch as did not come 
with their armpur to Jordan the next day, and 
follow him anil Samuel the prophet whitherfo- 
cv;r they IhoulcHcad them. So they came to¬ 
gether, out of fear of the Ioffes they Vv cn-threat¬ 
ened with, at the appointed time. And the 
multitude were numbered at the city Bezek. 
And lie found the number of thofe that were 
gathered together, belides that of the tribe of 
Judah, to be feven hundred thoufand, while 
thole of that tribe were feventy thoufand. So 
he palTed over Jordan, and jirocceded in marcli- 
ing all that night thirty furlongs, and came to 
Jabefh before fun-rifmg. So he divided the 
army into three companies, and fell ujion their 
enemies on every fide on the fudden, and when 
they expended no fuch thing ; and joining bat¬ 
tle with thimi, they flew a gre.it many of the 
Ammonites, as alfo their king Nahafh. This 
glorious aiftion was done by Saul, and was re¬ 
lated with great commendation of him to all 
the Hebrews, and he thence gained a wonder¬ 
ful reputation for his valour ; I'or although 
there were fome that contemned him before, 
they now cliatigcd their minds, and honoured 
him, and efleemcd him as the befl of men ; 
for he did not content himfclf with having 
fiivcd the inhabitants of Jabcfli only, but he 
made an expedition into the country of the 
Ammonites, and laid it all waflc, and took a 
large prey, and fo returned to hi'j own country 
inoft glorloufly : So the people were greatly 
pleafed at ihefe excellent performances of Saul, 
and rejoiced that they had conftituted him their 
king. They alfo made a cUnrour agaiufl thofe 
that pretended he would be cf no advantage to 
their affairs ; and they faid, where now are 
thefe men ? let them be brought to punifh- 

meat. 
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merit, witli all the like things that multitudes 
do ufually fay, when they are elevated with 
profperity, againft thofe that lately had defpll- 
ed the authors of it. But Saul, although he !j 
took the good-will and the aficdtioit of thcfe 
men very kindly, yet did he fwear that he 
would not fee any of his countrymen llain that 
day; fincc it was abfurd to mix this vi£tory, 
which God had given them, with the blood 
and llaughler of thofe that were of the fame 
lineage with themfelvcs ; and that it was more 
agreeable to be then of a friendly difpofition, 
and fo to betake thcmlelvcs to feafting. 

4. And when Samuel had told them that 
he ought to confirm the kingdom to Saul by a 
fecond ordination of him, they all came to¬ 
gether to the city t^ilgal, for thither did he 
command them to come. So the prophet a- 
nointed Saul with the holy oil, in the light ol 
tlic multitude, and declared him to be kina 
tltc lecond time : And fo the government of 
the Hebrews was changed into a regal govern¬ 
ment ; for in the days of Moles, and his difei- 
plc Jolhtia, who was their general, they con¬ 
tinued under an ariftocracy; but after the death 
of Jolhua, for eighteen years in all, the multi¬ 
tude had no fettled form of government, but 
were in an anarchy ; alter wliich they returned 
to their former government, they then permit¬ 
ting themfelvcs to be judged by him who ap¬ 
peared to he the bell Wiirrior, and mod; coura¬ 
geous ; whence it was that they called this inter¬ 
val of the ir government thje yudi^cs. 

5. Then did Samuel the prophet call an¬ 
other alfembly alfo, and laid to them, “ I lo- 
lemnly adjure you by God Almighty, who 
brought thofe excellent brethren, 1 mean Moles 
and Aaron, into the world, and delivered our 
fathers from the Egyptians, and from the 11 a- 
very they endured under them, that you will 
not Ipcak what you fay to gratify me, nor fup- 
prefs any thing out of fear of me, nor be over¬ 
borne by any other palTion, but fay what have 
I ever done that was cruel or unjuft ? or what 
have I done out of lucre, or covetoufnefs, or 
to gratify others ? Bear witnefs againft me, if 
I have taken an ox, or a Iheep, or any fuch 
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thing, which yet when they are taken to fup- 
port men it is efteemed hlamek-fs; or have 1 
taken an afs for mine own ufe of any one to 
his grief? Lay fome one fuch crime to my 
charge, now we are in your king’s prefence.^’ 
But they cried o\it, Thar “ no fucli thing had 
been done by him, bur that he had preiided 
over the nation after an holy and righteous 
manner.” 

6. Hereupon Samuel, when fuch a tefti- 
mony had been given him by them ail, faid, 
''' Since you grant that you are not able to lay 
ar.y ill thing to my charge hitherto, come on 
now, and do you hearken while I fpeak tvith 
great freedom to you. You have been guilty 
of great impiety againft God in aiking you a 
king. It behoves you to remember, that our 
grandfather Jacob came down into E.gypt, by 
reaion of a famine, with feventy fouls only of 
our family, and that their poftcrity multiplied 
there to many ten thoulands, whom the; Egyp¬ 
tians brought into flavery, and bard oppreflion ; 
that God himlcll, upon tlie prayers of our fa¬ 
thers, lent Moles and Aaron, v.’ho were breth¬ 
ren, and gave them power to deliver the nud- 
titude out of their diftreh, and this witliout ;i 
king. Thcfe brought us into this very land 
whicli you now polfefs : And when you enjoy¬ 
ed thele advantages from God, you betrayed 
his worfhip and religion ; nay, moreover, when 
you were brought under the hands of your 
enemies, he delivered you, lirft by rciulering 
you fuperior to the AiTyrians and their forres, 
he then made you to overcome ib.e Asiimonitcs 
and Moidritcs, and laft of all the Philiftincs; and 
tliefe things have been atchieved tinder the con- 
duiil of jephtha and Gideon. VVi’.it madnds 
therefore poirdl'cd you to fly Irom (Gd, and to 
defire to he under a l.'ing ; yet have 1 ordained 
him for king whom lie chofe for you. How¬ 
ever, that I may luako it plain to you, that God 
is angry and difpleaied at your choice of kingly 
government, I will fo difpofe liim, that h.e ftiali 
declare this very plainly to you by ftrange rig- 
nals ; for what none of you eveiHaw here !>c- 
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fora, I mean a winter ftor-m m the midft of 
harveft, 1 will intreat of God, .and will make it 
vifible to you.” Now as foon as he had faid 
this,. God gave fuch great fignals by thunder 
and lightning, and .the defeent of hail,, as at- 
tefted the truth of all that the prophet had faid; 
infomuch, that they were amazed and terrified, 
and confelTed that they had finned, and had 
fallen into that fin through ignorance ; and be,- 
fought the prophet, as one that was a tender 
and gentle fatlier to them, to render God fo 
merciful as to forgive this their fin, w'hich they 
had added to thofe other offences whereby they 
had affronted him, and tranfgreffcd againlt him. 
So he promifed them that he would bcfcech 
God, and perfuatle him to forgive them thefe 
their fins. However, he. adviled than to be 
righteous, and to be good ; and ever to remem¬ 
ber the mifcrics that had befallen them on ac¬ 
count of their departure from virtue ; as alfo 
to remember the ftrangc ligns God had flrewn 
them, and the body of laws that Mofes had 
given them, if they had any defirc of being 
preferved - and made happy with their king. 
But he faid, that if they foould grow carelefs 
of thefe things, great judgments would come 
from God upon them, and upon their king. 
And when Samuel had thus prophofied to the 
Hebrews, he difinilTcd them to their own homes, 
having confirmed the kingdom to Saul the fe- 
cond time. 


CHAP. VH 

Hozv the Ph'ihjlines made another Expedition 
agflinjl the Hebrews^ and vnere beaten. 

§ I. TVTOW Saul chofc out of the multitude 
about three thoufand men, and he 
took two thoufapd of them, to be. the gu;u'ds of 
his own body, and abode in the city Bethel, 
but he gave the rell of them to Jonathan his 
foil to be the guards of his body ; and font him 
to Gibcah, where he befieged and took a ccr- 

* Mr Reland obferves here, and proves clfewhere in 
his note on A^itiq. B. Ill, ch. i. 5 that although thun¬ 
der and lightning with us happen ufuallg in Annmer, yet 
in raleftine and Syria they are chiefly confined to winter. 


tain garrifon .of the Philiflines, not far from 
Gilgal; for. the Philiflines of Gibeah had beat¬ 
en the Jews,, and.taken their, weapons away, 
and had put, garrifons into the ftrongeft places 
of the, country, and had forbidden them to car¬ 
ry any inftrument of iron, or at all to make 
ufe of any iron, in, any cafe whatfoever. And 
on account of this prohibition it was that the 
hufhandmen, if they had any occafion to fharp- 
cn any of their tools, whether it were the coul¬ 
ter or lire fpade, or any inftrument of hufban- 
dry, they' came to the Philiftines to do it. 
Now as foon as the Philiftines heard of this 
fldughter of their garrUbn, they were in a rage 
about it, and looking on this attempt as a ter¬ 
rible affront offered them, they made war 
againft the Jews with thi*e hundred thoufand 
footmen, and thirty thoufand chariots, and fix 
thoufand horfes ; and they pitched their camp 
at the city Michmafh. When Saul, the king 
of the Hebrews, was informed of this, he 
went down to the city Gilgal, and made pro¬ 
clamation over all the country, that they fhould 
try to regain their liberty; and called them to 
the war againft the Philiftines, diminifliing their 
forces, and defpifing t!>em, as not very conli- 
derable, and as not fo great, but they .might 
hazard a battle with them., But when the peo¬ 
ple about Saul obferved how numerous the 
Philiftines- were, they were under a great con- 
fternation ; and fome of them hid themfelves in 
caves and in dens under ground, but the great¬ 
er part fled into the land beyond Jordan, which 
belonged to Gad and Reubcl. . 

2. But Saul fent to the prophet, and called 
him to confult with him about the war, and 
the public affairs: So he commanded him to 
flay there for him, and to prepare facrifices, for 
he would come to him within feven days, tliat 
they might offer facrifices-on the feventh day, 
and might then join battle with their enemies. 
So he ■]' waited, as the prophet fent to him to 

do ; 

jofephus takes notice of the fame thing again, Of the 
War, B. IV. ch. iv. ^ 5. 

f Saul feems to have Raid till near the time of the 

even- 
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db ; yet did not he however obferve the com¬ 
mand that was given him, but when he faw 
that the prophet tarried longer than he expect¬ 
ed, and that he was deferted by the foldiers,- 
he took the facrifices, .and offered them ; and 
when he heard that Samuel was come, he went 
out to meet him. But the prophet faid he had 
not done well in difobeying the injunctions he 
had fent to him, and had not flayed till his 
coming, which being ?ippointed according to tlie 
will of God, he had prevented him in offering 
up thofe prayers, and thofe facrifices, that he 
fliould have made for the multitude, and that 
he thc'efore had performed divine offices in an 
ill manner, and had been rafh in performing 
them. Hereupon Saul made an apology for 
himlolf, and, faid, Tliat “ he had waited as 
many days as Samuel had appointed him ; that 
he had been fo quick in offering his facrifice, 
upon account of the neceffity he was in, and 
becaule his foldicrs were departing from him, 
out of their fear of the enemies camp at Mich- 
mafli, the report being gone abroad, that they 
were coming down upon him to Gilgah” T® 

evening facrifice, on the feventli day, which Samuel, the 
prophet of God, had appointed him, but not till the end 
of that day, as lie ought to have <lone : and Samuel ap¬ 
pears, by delaying to come till the full time of the even¬ 
ing facrifice on that feventh day, to have tried him (who 
feems to have been already for fome time declining from 
his ftriifl: and bounden fubordination to God, and his pro¬ 
phet j to have taken life-guards for himfelf and his fon, 
wliicli was entirely a new thing in Ifrael, and lavoured of 
a diftrufl of God’s providence ; and to have atTe(flcd more 
than he ought, that independent autliority which the Pagan 
kings took to themfelves): Samuel, I fay, feems to have 
here tried Saul, whether he would Itay till the prieft came, 
who alone could lawfully ofict the' facrifices, nor would 
boldly and profanely ufurp the priefl’s office, .which he ven¬ 
turing upon, was jullly rejefted forhisprophanenefs. See 
Conftit. Apolh B. II. chap, xxvii. And indeed, fince 
Saul had accepted kingly power, winch naturally becomes 
ungovernable and tyrannical, as God foretold, and the 
experience of all ages has' flrewn, the divine fcttlement 
l)y M(^s had foon. been laid afide under the kings, had 
not God, by keeping ftriflly to his laws, and feverely ex¬ 
ecuting the threatenings therein contained, reftraiiicd Saul 
and otlicr kings in fome degree of obedience to himfelf: 
Nor was even tliis feverity fufficient to rellrain moll of 
the future kings of Ifrael and Judah from the groflelt ido¬ 
latry and impiety. Of the advantage of which llfidlnefs, 
ift the obferving divine laws, and inlli£ling their threaten¬ 
ed paialues, fee Antiq. B. VL chap. xii. § "]• and coiUm 
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which Samuel replied, “ Nay, ceftalnly, if thou 
hadfl been a * righteous man, and hadil not 
difobeyed me, nor flighted the commands which 
God fuggefted to me concerning the prefent 
flate of affairs, and hadft not aded more haftily 
than the prefent circumflances required, tlioii 
wouldft have been permitted to reign a long time, 
and thy pofterity after thee.” So Samuel, be¬ 
ing grieved at what happened, returned home ; 
but Saul came to the city Gibcah, with his fori 
Jonathan, having only fix hundred men with 
him: and of thefe the greater part had no 
weapons, becaufe of the fcarcity of iron in that 
country, as well as of thofe that could make 
fuch weapons; for as we ffiewed a little before, 
the Philiftines had not luffered them to liave 
fuch iron, or fuch workmen. Now the Philif¬ 
tines <lividcd their army into three companies, 
and took as many roads, and laid waflc the 
country of the Hebrews, while king Saul and his 
fon Jonathan law what was done, but w'cre not 
able to defend the land, having no more than 
fix hundred men with thciru But as lie and his 

fon 

Apion, B. II. § 30. where Jofephus fpeaks of that matter j 
though it mult be noteil, that it feems, at lead in t/.<riv 
inflances,- that good men did not always immediately ap¬ 
prove of fuch divine feverity. There feems to be one in- 
llance, i Sam. vi. kj, 20. another, i Sam. xv. 11. and a 
third, 2 Sam. vi. 8, 9. Antiq. 15 . VI. chap. vii. § 2. though, 
they ail at lafl acquiefeed in the divine conduQ, as know¬ 
ing that Gael is n’ifcr than men. 

* By this anfwer of Samuel, and that from a divine 
commilfion, which is fulicr in i Sam. xiii. 14. and by 
that parallel note in tlic Apodolical Conditutions jiilt now 
quoted, concerning the great wicked nefs of Saul in ventur¬ 
ing, even under a feeming necedity of affairs, to ufurp the 
pried’s office, and ofl'er facrifice without the pried, wt; are 
in fome degree able to anfwer that quedion, which I have 
ever thought a very hard one, vix. Whether if there were 
a city or country of lay Chrillians without any clergymen, 
it were lawful for the laity alone to baptize, or cclcbr.ite 
the cucharid, (s’.-, or indeed, whether they alone Couj^l or¬ 
dain themfelves cither bilhops, prieds or deacons, for the 
due performance of fuch faccrdotal ininill rations or whe¬ 
ther they ought not rather, till they procure clergymen to 
come among them, to confine thcnifelvCs within thofe 
bounds of piety and Chridianity which belong alone to the 
laity.^ fuch particularly as are rccomnicndcd in the fird 
hook of the Apodolical Conditutions, which pcculi.arly 
concern the laitv, and arc intimated in Clcment’.s undoubt¬ 
ed epifllc, J 40. To which latter opinion I incline, • 
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fon, uu'l Abiah the high pritft, who was of the 
poftcrity of Ell the high priefi:, were fitting 
upon a pretty high hill, and feeing the land 
laid walte, they were mightily diflurbed at it. 
Now Said’s fon agreed with his armour-bearer, 
that they would go privately to the enemies 
camp, and make a tumult, and a difturbance 
among them. And when the armour-bearer 
liad readily promlfed to follow* him wliitherfo- 
ever he fliould lead him, tliough he fliould be 
obliged to die in the attempt, Jonathan made 
life of the young man’s affiftance, and defeend- 
ed from tlie hill, and w^ent to their enemies. 
Now the enemies camp was upon a precipice, 
wliich had three tops, that ended in a fmall 
but fharp and long extremity, w'hile there was 
a rock that furrounded them like lines made to 
prevent the attacks of an enemy. Thcrt it fo 
happened, that the out-guards of the camp 
were negledcd, hecauic of the fccurity that here 
arofe from the fitiiatiou of the place, ai^d be- 
caule they liuin'Jit it ahogether iinpollible, not 
only fo alceiiJ up to the camp on that quarter, 
hut fo much as to come near it. A.s foon 
therefore as tljcy came to the camp, Joiiatlian 
encouraged liis armour-hearer, and laid to him, 
“ i.et us alta-'-.k our enemies ; and if vrhen they 
fee us thev hid us come up to them, take that 
for a figual of vicd:ory ; hut if they fay nothing, 
as not intending to iavi'e us to come up, let 
ns return hack again.’’ So when they vecrc a]'- 
projching to the enemies camp, jull after break 
of day, aiul the I'hihlEnes faw them, they fald 
one to anotiier, Tiie Hebrews come out of 
them dciis and caves And they laid to Jona¬ 
than and to Ills aiinuur-beai er, “ Come on, af- 
cend up to us, that we may intiidl a jull puniih- 
ment u))on you for your rafh attempt upon 
us.” So Saul’s fon accepted of that invitation, 
as what lignlhed to him vidory, and lie im¬ 
mediately came out of the jilacc whence they 
Vvcre feen by their enemies ; fo he changed his 
place, and came to the rock, wdiich had none 
to guard k, beeaufe of its own ftrength; from 

* This raft vow or curfc of Saul’s, wJ-iich Jof phus fays 
Was confirmed -by the people, and yet .not exeeuted, I 
tupnefe p'^incipally hecaulc Jonatha^i did not know of it, 
1., very lemarkablc,, k beinv of t'lC cOcnccof tlie obliypation 


thence they crept up with great labour and dif¬ 
ficulty, and lb far overcame by force the nature 
of tlic place, till they were able to fight with 
• their enemies. So they fall upon them as they 
were afleep, and flew about twenty of tlicm, 
and thereby tilled them with difordcr and fur- 
prize, inlomuch that fomc of them threw’’ a- 
w^ay their entire armour, .and fled ; but the 
greatell part not knowing one another, beeaufe 
they were of different nations, fufpebted one 
anotlicr to he encmits (for they did lu t imagine 
tlicrc were only two of the Hebrews that came 
up) and fo they fought one againll anotlicr; 
and fome of them died in the battle, aixi 'kmc 
as they were flying away w'crc thrown down 
from the rock headlong. 

3. Now Saul’s waitchmon told the king, that 
die camp of the Philiflines was in confuiion ; 
then he enquired whether any body w'as gone 
aw'ay from the army ; and wlicn he heard that 
his fon, and with him his armonr-liearer, w'crc 
abfent, he hid the highprieft take the garments 
of his higli pricllhood, and propliefy to him 
what fuccefs they Ihould liavc ; wdio laid, 
“ That they fliould get the vidlory, and pre¬ 
vail againft their enemies.” So he went out 
after the Philiflines, and let upon tlicin as they 
were flaying one another. Thole aU'o came 
running to him, wdio had fled to dens and 
caves, upon hearing that Saul was gaining a 
vidlory. When therefore tlie number of th.e 
Hehimvs that came to Sau! amounted to about 
ten tliouland, he purfued the enemy, who 
were I'catfered all over the country; but then 
he fell into an action, which was a very un¬ 
happy one, and liable to be very much blamed, 
for whctl^r out of ignorance, or wliether out 
of joy for a vidlory gained fo flrangcly, for it 
frequently happens that perfons fo fortunate 
are not thei’ able to ufc-their reafon confillent- 
ly, as he was defirous to avenge himfelf,'’and 
to exadl a due punifhmcnt of the Philiflines, 
he denounced a curfc on the Hebrews, That 

“ if 

of all laws, that they be fufhciently known and promul¬ 
gated ; otherwife the coududt of providence, as to the fa- 
crednels of tolcmn oaths and vows, in God’s refufing to 

anfwcr 
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“ if any one put a flop to his flaughtef of the 
enetnv, and fell on eating, and left off the 
llaugliter, or the purfuit before the night came 
on, and obliged them fo to do, he fhould be 
accurfed.” Now after Saul had denounced this 
curfc, fmee they were now in a wood belong¬ 
ing to the tribe of Ephraim, which was thick 
and full of bees, Saul’s fon, who did not licar 
his father denounce that curfe, nor hear of the 
approbation the multitude gave to it, broke off 
a piece of an honey-comb, and eat part of it. 
But in the mean time, he was informed with 
what a curfe his father had forbidden them to 
u... ' 7 thing before fun-fetting : So he left 
off eating, and fald, “ His father had not done 
well in tills prohibition, becaufe had they taken 
Ibmc food, they had purfued the enemy with 
greater vigour and alacrity, and had both taken 
and (lain many more of their enemies.” 

4. When therefore they had flain many ten 
tboufands of the Philiftines, they fell upon 
fpoiling the camp of the Philiftines, but not till 

in the evening. They alio took a great 
deal of prey, and cattle, and killed them, and 
eat them with their blood. This was told to 
Ike king by the feribes, that the multitude 
were linuing againft God, as they facrificed, 
and were eating before the blood was v/ell 
wafticd away, and the fielh was made clean. 
Then did Saul give order, that a great ftone 
Ihould be rolled into the midft of them, and he 
made proclamation that they Ihould kill their fa- 
crificcs upon it, and not feed upon the flefh with 
the blood, for that was not acceptable to God. 
And when all the people did as the king com¬ 
manded them, Saul creded an altar there, 
■and offered burnt-offerings upon it to God. 
This was the firft altar that Saul built. 

5. So when Saul was defirous of leading his 
men to the enemies camp before it was day, in 
<rdcfTo plunder it, and when the foldiers were 
not unwilling to follow him, but indeed ftiew- 

anfwer by Ur'nn, till this breach of Saul’s vow <?r otirfe was 
underltood and fel right, and God propitiated by public 
ptayer, is here very remarkable, as Indeed it is p^ery where 
elfeinthc Old Tdtament. • 

** Here we have flill more indications of Sams anCcU- 
hion of (kfj)oiic power, and of his intrenching upon the 


^83 

ed great readinefs tp do as he commanded 
them, the king called Ahimh the high prieft, 
and enjoined him to know of God, wliethcr he 
would grant them the favour and permiffion to 
go againft the enemies camp, in order to de- 
ftroy thofe that were in it. And when the 
prieft faid, That God did not give any anfwer : 
“ And not without fomc caufe, faid Saul, docs 
God refufe to anfwer what we enquire of him, 
while yet a little while ago he declared to us all 
that we defired before-hand, and even prevent¬ 
ed us in las anfwer. To be ftire there is fomc 
fin againft him that is concealed from us, which 
is the occafiou of his filence. Now I fwear by 
himfelf, that though he that hath commit¬ 
ted this fin ftiould prove to be my own {bn |o- 
nathan, I will flay him, and by that means vrill 
appcaie the anger of God agiinft us, and that 
in the very fame manner as if I v/cre to puniftx 
a ftranger, and one net at all related to me, 
for the fame offence,” So when the multitude 
cried out to him fo to do, he prefentiy fet all 
the reft on one fide, and lie and bis fon ftood 
on the other fide, and he fought to difeover the 
offender by lot. Now the lot appeared to fall 
upon Jonathan himfdf. So when he was aftc- 
ed by his father what fin he had been guilty of? 
and what he was confdous of in the coutfc of 
his life that might be efteemed Inftances of guilt 
or profanenefs ? His anfwer was this, “ O fa¬ 
ther, 1 have done nothing more, than that yef- 
terday, without knowing of the curfe and oath 
thou hadft denounced, while I was in juirfuit 
of tlic enemy, I tafted of an honey-comb.” 
But Saul fwarc that he would flay him, and 
prefer the obfervation of his oath before all the 
ties of birth and of nature. And Jonathan was 
not difmayed at this threatening of death, bet 
offering himfelf io it gencroufly, and undaunt¬ 
edly, he faid, “Nor doldcfire you, father, to 
fpare me vXlcath will be to me very acceptable, 

when 

priefthood, and making and cncleavaui%ig to execute .1 
rath vow or Ciirfc wiiliout coiifulting Samuel, or c I'nii- 
hedrim. In this viev/ it is alfo that 1 look 'tpon fins ereo- 
tibn of a ncv.^ altar by .Saul, and his ofi'ering ot btirnt-ofiei- 
ings WjJifelf upon it, and not as any pioper ittflance of (k- 
rotioaor religion, with other comnienUtors. 
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when it proceeds from thy piety, and after a 
glorious victory; for it is the greatelt coiifdla- 
tion to me, that I leave the Hebrews vidojfious 
o'/Cr tlic PlrilUliacs.” Hereupon all the people 
were very lorry, and greatly afflidbed for Joptir 
than, and tliey I'ware that they would not over¬ 
look Jonathan, and fee him die, who was the 
a 111 IV >r of their vidiory. By which means th^y 
hiatchcd him out of the danger he was in from 
his father’s curfc, while they made their pray--^ 
ers to* Clod alfo for the }Oung man, that he 
would jrmit his fin. 

6. Sc Saul having flaln about fixty thoufaiid 
of tlie enemy, returned home to his own city, 
and reigned happily : And he alfo fought a- 
gaind the neighbouring nations, and fubdued 
the Ammonites, and Moabites, and Philiftinea, 
and Eilomitrs, and Amalekitcs, as alfo th§ king 
of Zobah. He had three male-children, Jona¬ 
than, and Ifiiui, and iMelchi-fhua ;■ with Me¬ 
rab and Michal, his daughters. Pie had..alfo 
Abner, his vmcic’s fon, for the captain of his 
boll: that uncle’s name was Ner. Now Ner, , 
and Kifh, the father of Said, vsrerc brothers. 
Saul had alfo a great many chariots and horfe^- 
men, and againft whomfoever be made war he 
returned conqueror, and advanced the affairs- of 
the Hebrews to a great degree cf fuccefs and' 
prol'perity, and made them fuperior to other 
nations ; and'hc made fuch of tlie young men 
that were ictnaikabie for talnefsand eomclinefs j 
the guards of his body, 

C H A P, VH. 

SanVi ITar ‘zs'Ub the Amalekitcs^ asid Conqtteji 
(f them, 

§ I'lVT Samuel came unto Saul, and faid 
1 ^ to him, That he was lent by God to 
pur him in rnind that God had preferred him 
iieforc all otlicrs, and ordained him king ; that 
lie therefore ought to be obedient to him, aq.d 

* Tfac resfoa oC'this feverity is (ljftiri<h!y given, 1 S.im. 
x'.’. s S. Go and iMerty dtfiroy thefitwrs ilv Aniah'kita ; Nor 
i-iiiecd do we ever meat with tbete Amalelims but as very 
<tuol and i)loody people, and particularly leoklng to in- 

ill I*-* o^'iA TtAfir-n f\f Tfr.#*?. Koa 7i'-\ a/4 


to fti?mit to his authority, as confidering, that 
though he had the dominion over the other 
tribes, yet that God had the dominion over 
him, and over-all things, That accordingly 
God faid to him, that becaufe the Amalekitcs 
did the Hebrews a great deal of mifebief while 
they w'cre in the wiidernefs, and when, upon 
their coming out of Egypt, they were making 
their way to that country w^hich is now iheir 
owm, I enjoin thee to punifh the Amalekktr 
by making war upon them ; and w*hca thou 
haft fubdued them, to leave none of them alive 
hut.to purfue them through every age, and ic. 
fiay them, beginning with the women ..i-.Gvhe 
infants, and to require this as a puniflimcnt to 
hfe infiided upon them for the mlfchicf tliey 
did to our forefathers, , To fpare nothing, nei¬ 
ther afles, nor other beafts, nor to referve any 
of them for your own advantage and poffeftion, 
but to devote them univcrfally to God, and, in 
obedience to the commands of Mofes, to blot 
out the name of f Amalek entirely. 

2.* So Saul proinifed to do wdiat he war 
commanded ; .and fuppofing that his obedience 
to God would be fhewn not,only in making 
war againft the Amalekitcs, but more fully in 
the readinefs and quicknefs of his proceedings, 
he made no delay, but immediately gatherecl 
together all his forces j and when he had 
numbered them in Gilgal, he found tliem to 
be about four hundred thoufand of the Ifracl- 
-ites, belidcs the tribe of Judah, for that tribe 
contained by itfclf thirty thoufand. Accord- 
ingly Saul Inade an irruption into the country 
of I he Amalekitcs, and fet many men in fcvc- 
ral parties in ambulh at the river, that fo he 
might not only do them a mifehief by open 
figliting, but might fall upon them unc:- peflcd- 
ly in the ways, and might thereby compafs 
them round about, and kill tliem. And wdien 
he had joined, battle <with the enemy he beat 
them, and purfuing them as they fled, he dc- 

ftroyed 

xvii. Numb. xiv. 45. Deut. xxv. 17, 18, rp. Judg. 

vi. 3, < 5 . I Kam. xv. 33. Pfal. Lxxxiii. 7. and above all, the 
mow barbarous, of all cruellies, that of Hamanthe Agag. 
itc, or one of the pollerity of Agag, the old king of the 

A ftp'll# I-Hac K 1_ rr 
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ftroycd them all. And when that undertaking 
had fucceeded, according as God had foretold, 
he fet upon the cities of the Amalekites ; he 
beficged them, and took them by force, part¬ 
ly by warlike machines, partly by mines dug 
underground, and partly by building, walls 
on the outfides. Some they ftarved out with 
famine, and fome they gained by other me¬ 
thods j and after all, he betook himfclf to day 
the women and the children, and thought he 
did not nQ. therein either barbaroully or inhu¬ 
manly, firft becaufc they were enemies whom 
thus treated, and in the next place,, bccaufe 
It v..,,. ^onc by the command of God, whom 
it was dangerous not to obey. He alfo look 
Agag, the enemies king, captive; the beauty 
and talneis of whofe body he admired fo much, 
tliat he thought him worthy of prefervatioa : 
Yet was not this done Iiowever according to 
tlie will of God, but by giving way to human 
palTions, and fuffering hlmfelf to be moved 
■svith an unfeafonable cDmmiferation, in a point 
'"'.'^Mere it was not fafe for him to indulge it; for 
God liatcd the nation of the Amalekites to fuch 
a degree, that lie commanded Saul to liave no 
j''ity on even thofe infants which we by nature 
chiedy compadionate ; but Saul preferved their 
king and governor from the miferies M'hich the 
Hebrews brought on the people, as if he pre¬ 
ferred the line appearance of the enemy to the 
memory of what Ciod bad fent him about. 
The multitude were alio guilty, together with 
Saul, for they fpared the herds and the docks, 
and took them for a jn'cy, when God had 
cornmanded they fhoulcl not fpare them.- 'Fhey 
alio carried off with them the reft of their 
wealth and riches ; but if there were any thing 
that was not worthy of regard, .ihat they de~ 
ftroyed. . 

3* Bti> t when Saul had conquered all thefe 
ArTTalocites that reached from Peluftum of E- 
gypt to the Red Sea, he laid wafte all the reft 
of the enemies country : but. for the nation of 
the Sichemites, he did not touch them,-,al¬ 
though they dwelt in the very middle of the 
country of Mldian ; for before the battle, Saul 
fent to them, and charged them to depart 


tlience, left they fhould be partakers of ilie 
miferies of the Amalekites, .for he had a juft 
occafion for faving them, fincc they were of 
the kindred of Raguel, Mofes’ father-in-law. 

4. Hereupon Saul returned home with 
joy, for the glorious things he had done, and 
lor the conqueft’ of his enemie:;, as though he 
had not negleiled any thing which the pro- 
phet had enjoined him to do, when* he was 
going to make war with the Amalekites, and 
as though he had exadly obferveci all that he 
ought to have done. But God was grieved 
that the king of the Amalekites was preferved- 
alive, and that the midtitude had feized on the 
cattle for a prey, becaufc thefe tilings rvere 
done without his permiftion; for he thought it 
an intolerable thing, that they flioukl conquer 
and overcome their enemies by that power 
which he gave them,-and then that he Itimfelf 
fhould be fo grofsly defpifed and difobeyed bv 
them, that a meer man that was a king would 
not bear it. He therefore told Samu.cl the 
prophet, that he repented that he had made 
Saul king, while he did nothing that he had 
commanded him, but indulged hie -own inclin¬ 
ations. "When Samuel beard tb.at, lie was in 
confullon ; and began to befeeeh God all that 
night to be reconciled to Saul, and not to be 
angry witli him ; but he did not grant that for- 
givenefs to Saul which the prophet alked for, 
as not deeming it a fit thing to grant forgive- 
nefs of [fuch] fms at his intreaties, fmcc injuries 
do no otherwife grow fo great as by the eaiV 
tempers of thofe that are injured ; for while 
they hunt after the glory of being though.t gen¬ 
tle and good-natured, before they are''aware 
they produce other fins. As loon therefore as 
j God had rejected the interceflion of the pro- 
I phet, and it plainly appeared he would net 
j change . his’ mind, at break of day Samuel 
came tCi^aul to GilgaL . ^Vhen the king fa-'.v 
him, he ran to him, and embraced him, and 
faid, „ “ I return thanks to God, whojiatlr 
given -me the viflory, for I have perfonnod 
ey^ery thing that lie hath commanded me." 
To which Samuel replied, “How is it tlicn 
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rhftt I ’'it.'ir t!iL bleating of ilie (.hc'tp, and the 
ir.!X (d'tlu: ei'Tcaicr cattle in tin; c.oivp r’ ’ Saul 

O t ' ^ ^ 

uiaue aniV.'CT., That “ the ]-icr-p'c 'had referved 
t''(:/n foi' iacrifices, bnt that, as to'JiC nalioii 
of the Amaickhes, it v/as entirely dcflaoycd, as 
lie had received it in coniruand to fee done, and 
that no one man was left., but that he had fayed 
alive tin; king alone, and brought him to him, 
concerning whom he laid they would advife to¬ 
gether what Ihould be done wit h him.” But the 
prophet faid, “ God is not dcliglited with fa- 
crilices, but with good and with righteous men, 
wlio arc Inch as follow his will and his laws, 
and never think that any thing is well done by 
them, but wdren they do as God liad command¬ 
ed them : that he lltcn looks upon liimiclf as 
atfronted, not when any one does not fieri lice, 
but when any one appears to be diloliedient to 
liini. But that from thofe wiio do net obey 
him, nor pay iiim that duty which is the alone 
true and acceptable worfliip, he will not kindly 
accept tlieir oblations, be thofe they offer never 
ff) many and lb fat, and be the prefents they 
make him never fo ornamental, nay, though 
tlicy were inadc of gold and lilvcr thcmfclves, 
bui he will rejeff tlicin, and ellccm them inflan- 
ees of wiekedneis, and nut of piety. And that 
iic is dehghled v/itli tliole tliat ftili bear in mind 
til'-:; one tiling, ami tliis only, howto do lliat, 
T.liatfoevcr it he, which Clod jironounccs or 
commr.ads fur them to do, and to clnile rather 
1 0 die tlian to tranfgrcfs any of ihoic commands ; 
nor docs he require fo much as a lafrilicc from 
l!u;m. Ami when tbefe do facrifiec, thovigliit 
he a mean oblation, he better accc])fs of "ft, as 
tac hoftonr of poverty, than fuch olilatioiis as 
come from the richeft men that offer them to 
him. Wherefore take notice, lliat thou art 
under tlic wrath of God,, for thou hall defpi- 
fed and neglcdled what lie commanded thee. 
U ow cloft thou then fuppofc he wii^refped. a 
facrifice out of fuch things ac he Iiatlvdoomcd 
to dcficudion ? unlefs perhaps thou doll ima- 
uiue tl .a t it is almoll all one to offer it in a facri,- 


hce to C’od as to deilroy it. Do thou.therefore, 
expehl' that thy'kingdom will,be taken-'from ‘ 
tlicv, a,ud tiiat a^afnorlty which thou hall ab'ufcd 


by fuch infolent behaviour, as to ncglebt that 
God who bellowed it upon thee.” Tlien did 
Saul confefs, that he had aeled un)ull]y, and 
did not deny that he Iiad fmned, bccaufe he 
had tranlgrcffcd the ininmfli.cms of the prophet; 
but he faid, that it wa.. out of a dread and fear 
of the Ibidiers, that he did not prohibit and re- 
llrain them when they felzed on the prey. 
But forgive rnc, faid he, and be merciful to 
me, for 1 will be cautious ho'v' 1 offend for the 
time to coroe. He alfo entreated the prophet 
to go back with him, that he might offer his 
tlumk-onerings to God ; but Samuel went home, 
becaufc he law that God would not be - - an- 
ciled to him. 

5. But then Saul v/as fo defrous to rciain 
Samuel, that he took hold of his cloak, andhe - 
caufe the vehemence of Samuel’s departure made 
the motion to he violent, the cloak was rent. 
Upon which the prophet faid, tliat after tlic 
fame manner Ihould the kingdom he rent from 
him, and that a good and a jull man Ihould 
take it ; that God had pcrfcvcrcd iu wdiat'-bn 
had decreed about him ; tliat to be miPal'lc 
and changeable in what is determined, is agree¬ 
able to Imman paihon-; only, but is not ap-'ce- 
able to the divine power, hlereup-r u ,S,ui: laui, 
that he had been wicked, i)ut tlial what was 
done could not be undone ; He therefore dc- 
f:red liim to honour him fo fir, iliat the nui!- 
litudc might fee that he would accompany 
him in woriliipplug God. So Samuel grant¬ 
ed him that favour, and v.'cnt with him, and 
worlhippcd God. Agag alfo, the king of the 
Amalekitcs, was hronpht 1(> Ifun and vlicn 
the king alked. How hitler death was? Sam¬ 
uel faid, As thou halt m.idc many of tlic He¬ 
brew mothers to lament .aiu! hcv/ail llicir cliild- 
ren, fo lhalt thou by thy death caufc tliy mo¬ 
ther to lament tliec alfo. Accordingly lie gave 
order to llay him immediately at Gilgai, atid 
then went away to the ciiy Pvarnah. 
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C H A P. VIIL 

HfiVy Upon oanr s Tranf^reJJion of the Propp'd'i 
Commands, Sam/wl ordained another Perfn 
to he King privately, •whofe Name was Da¬ 
vid, as God contniandcd him. 

§ i-IVyOW Saul being fenfible of the mifer- 
JL M a])lc condition he bad broyght biin- 
it'lf into, and that he had oiiide God to be 3us 
f'nciny, he went up' to h1;S royal palace at 
Gibcah, wh.ich name denotid4 an hill, and after 
t'l It d sy he came no more into the prefence 
'■ I be prophet. And when Samuel mourned 
. (iod bid him leave off his concern for 
1 im, and to take the holy oil, and go to Beth- 
?eh:m, to jeni', the fon of Obed, and to anoint 
i' 1 '’h ol hi-i as he fliould flicw him fot 

tiicir f.Jtnc king. But Samuel faid, Itc was 
ah lid left Saul, when lie came to know of 
ihouiJ kill him, either by fomc piivatc 
i!i S' id. O’" even operdy. But upon God’s fug- 
i' '.g to him a iafe way of going thither, he 
> n til the fore-mentioned city ; and when 
all 1 !atcd him, and aflted, What was the 
(• 'cairo!' (,]' ii;. roming r he told them, he came 
tt! t'serh. j VO God. When therefore he had 
”otti..) ti)c fa rhicc ready, he called Jeflc and 
111 ., fon^ to partake of thofe ihcrihccs ; and when 
he law his chick fou to be a tdl and hand fomc 
mm, he guvllld by hii corndhiefs that he was 
rhe peribn wb.o was to he their fatutc king. 
But he was ni'dlaken in jtniging about God’s 
providence ; for when Samuel enquired of God, 
whether he fhould anoint this youth, whom he 
Jo admired, and ellcemed wmrthy oi’the king- 
d>^rr ? God laid, “ Men do not fee as God 
• iceth. Thou indeed hall refpefl to the fine 
appearance of this yonth, and thence clleemeil 
him worthy of the kingdom, while 1 propoie 
the kin^,dom as <i rewaard, not of the beauty of 
at of the virtue of fouls, aaJ I enquire 
alter one that is pcrfcilly comely in that refpebt; 
I mean one who is beautiful in piety, and righ- 
tooufaeiq and fortitude, and obedience; fur in 
them conails the comelincfs of the fonl.” 
When God had faid this, Samuel bid^jeUe to 
mew ham all his fans, he inade>ftve others 
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of his fans to come to him ; of all wlfcii I'iiab 
v\'3s the eldelt, Asnin.iekih the lecOiKi, b'lam 
imli the thiiil, Natliaifjei the I'onrili, B ml tb.; 
filth, and Afiin the fixth. And when’lie pio- 
phet law t’nat tliefc we;c no wsy inicii w to the 
clifcil in their counrimanccs, l)c enqni -'’'I of 
klod, v.dueh of them it was wlminhc (.note for 
liner king? And when God faivl it \ as none 
of them, he aiked Jelliy whether imr 

tome other fons befidcs theie ? am! when he 
ffd that he had one more, named David, but 
that lie was a fhepherd, and took care of the 
Hocks, Samuel bid tircni call h'ni immediately, 
fortlrat till he was come they couhl not jvinibly 
lit down to tlic fcall. Now ac foon .is hi., la¬ 
ther had fent for ibwid, ,ind he nr;, , tome, he 
appeared to be of a yil'ow tomplexion, of a 
lharp fight, :ind a efnuely pet ton in ()the; re- 
fpeift^ alio. 'Ihi^ !•, he, laid Samn'-' priv itely 
to hintfelf, vvhotn it plealcs God tomjlet'ur 
king. So he iai thnvn to the fciil, antln'icM 
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mands ; for that by i 

ihele tiK'.i 

a , 1> .1 'X.,. 

kmt 

tvonhl continue for a 

long lim 

c, j’t ’ that 

In^ 


houfe IhoLild he of great liilem.ioi, r.nd ccl.*- 
brated in tlie world ; that In' ihouid ovm throw 
the rhihitincs ; and that againit wbat nations 
I'oever he frionld make war, he OmnlJ he tin; 
ccmqucinr, and furvivc riic iiglit ; and ttot 
while he lived he Ihouid ei)|oy ag^ 'rlou', name, 
and le.'ue ihicii a lunne to his polletily ,ihtx 
2. So Samuel, when he had gi- .n hi.;; tiiefb 
admonitions, went away ; But the divine ponei 
departed front Saui, and remote: lo j kit id, 
who, upon this rcinoveti of the diti.w Ipiiit to 
him, began to proplidy. But w 'or S,ud, fomc 
flrangc and dcincnlaeal diiotdcrs came upon 
him, *aud hronght upem him fuc b lu’P cailmw 
as w*erc®i’eady to (bijkc himpfor wh/ali ih, 
pbyficia'ns could hnd no other renu'ily.but (bis, 
ibat “if any petfoa could char.-u tiioie paffioms 
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by finging, and playing npon the harp, they 
advifcd tlicm to <'u<piuc fur Inch an ou-e, alid 
to obfervc when thcl'e demons eaijic upon Idili 
and diftuvbed him, and to take care that fuch 
a perfon might Hand over him, and * play on 
the harp, and recite hymns to lum. AcccMtS- 
ingly Saul did not, delay,, but commanded them, 
to feek out fuch a maru And when a certain 
ftandcr-by laid, that lie, had feen in the city 
Bethlthem a fon of Jelfe, who was yet no rnore 
than a child in age, but comely and beautiful,, 
and in other refpcCls one that was defeiving of 
great regard, who was (kilful in playing on the 
haip, and in lingiug ol nymns, and an excel¬ 
lent foldier in war, he fent to jells, and de- 
fifed him. to take Daniel away from the flocks, 
and fend him to him j for he had a mind to 
fee him, as having heard an advantageous cha- 
radter of his cojuclincfs and his valour. So 
Jelie fent his fon, and gave him prefents to 
carry to Saul. And when he was come, Saul 
was plealed with, him, and made him his ar¬ 
mour-bearer,, and had him in very great el*- 
teem; for he charmed his pallion, and was tlie 
r;;!v p’lylician againll the trouble he had from, 
(he dci'.ioiis wlu nfoever it was that it came up- 
c.n hhu ; and tills by reciting of hymns, and 
( Lu, i.or, I'pon the harp, and l.>ni!.ging Saul to 
in.s" lichit mind again. However, he fent to 
fdlA ihe father of the child, and defired him 
to pirmlt David to llay with him, for. that 
lie v^as tlelighted with his fight and company ; 
unicii rtav, that he might not coutradid Saul, 
tie granted. 


C H A P. IX. 

ihc FhlliJ}vu5 made another Expedition 
againjl the Hcbreivs^. under the Rc;gn of 
Sai/l, and how they were overcome by Da- 
".nd^ s faying Goliath in a fugle Conwat, 

h I. Phififtines gathere^ them- 

felve§ together again no very long 

* Spanheim takes notice hbre, that the Greeks had 
fudi Jtngrr^ of hymnsu and that ufaally children or youth jj 
were picked out for. chat I'ervicc •,. as alfo thole cailcdy?«^- |1 


afterward ; and having gotten together a 
great army, they made war againll the Ifrael- 
ites ; and" having feized a place between Sho- 
choh and A/ekah, they there pitched their 
camp.. Saul alfo drew out his army to oppofe 
them ; and by pitching his own camp on a 
certain hill, he forced the PhililUnes to leave 
their former camp, and to encamp themfelves 
upon fuch another hill, over againll that on 
which Saul’s army lay; fo that a valley, which 
was between the two hills on which they lay, 
divided their camps afunder. Now there came 
down a man out of the camp of the Philiiliry ^ 
whole name was Goliath^ of the city Gain, a 
man of vaft bulk; for he was of four cubits 
and a fpan in talncfs : and had about him wea¬ 
pons fuitable to the largenefs of his body ; for he 
had a breall-plake on-that weighed live lliou- 
fand fliekels : he had alfo an helmet, and greavc.s 
of brafs as large as you would naturally lup] ' fc 
might cover the limbs of fo vail a body, 
fpear w^as alfo fuch as was not carried li’ 
light thing in his right hand, but he can’ 
as lying oil his Ifioulders. He had alfo a i... 
of lix hundred diekels ; and mr.ny udltwed 
him to carry his armour. Wheielcre tins G(,- 
hath Hood between the two armies, as li oy 
were in battle-array, and fent cut a loud 
and faid to Saul, and to the Hebrews, 1 v ill 
free you from lighting and from ilcngers ; for 
what neceffity is there tliat your army fra uid 
fall and be afflifted ? Give me a man of you 
that will fight with me, and he that conquers 
lliall have the reward of t!ie conqueror, and 
determine the war ; for thefe fliall ferve thofe 
others to w'hom the conqueror lhall belong';: 
And certainly it is much better, and mere pru¬ 
dent, to gain what you dcfire liy the hazard t 4 
one man, than of all. When he had faid this., 
he retired to his own camp ; but tlie jay 
he came again, and ufed the fame words; and 
did not leave off for forty days together to 
challenge the enemy in tlie fame words, till 

Saul 

ers to tht httrpt did the fiane tliat Bavid did here, i. r, joii* 
their own vocal and inlhum^at^ mufic together. 



Chap. IX. 


ANTI Q^U I T I E 

Saul and his army were therewith temfied, 
while they put thcmfclvca in array as if they 
would flight, but did not coinc to a clofe battle. 

, 2. Now while this war between the He¬ 
brews and the Idrilillincs was going on, Saul 
lent away David to las father jefle, and con¬ 
tented hiinfclf with thofe three fous of his 
whom he had fent to his ailiftance, and to be 
partners in the dangers of the war : And at 
lirll David returned to feed his flxeep and his 
iloeks; but after no long time he came to the 
camp of the Hebrews, as lent by his father to 
■'•rv provilions to his brethren, and to know 
vv.’l,., , iCy were doing. While Goliath came 
agaifi, and challenged them, and reproached 
them, that they had no man of valour among 
tireru that duril come down to fight hun ; an 
.as D;p’!(! was talking rvith his bretlresn about 
the hufineis for which his father had fent him, 
i»e le,; ifd Jic Philiilines reproaching and abu- 
the army, and had indignation at it, and 
to his brethren, I am ready to fight a 
combat with this adverfary. Whereupon 
-I'ab, his eUlelt brother, reproved him, and 
thrj. Jic i’pake too raflily and improperly 
f -i . r hi -, age, and bid him go to his flocks, 
to his father. So he was abalhcd at his 
t.. 'i’;:er’s words, and went away, but Hill Ipakc 
to fome of t’u? ii)idi^rs, that he was willing to 
light w'ith him tiiiit challenged them. And 
when tlicy had iniormed Saul what was the 
rcfolution of the young man, the king font for 
him to couse to him : And when the king afk- 
ed what he had to fay, he replied, “■ O king, 
be not cafl dowit, nor afraid ; for 1 will depreis 
tUb iufaicnce of this adverlary, and W'ili go 
■ down and light wnth him, and will bring him 
under, me, as tall and as great, as he is, tii!. he 
lhall be fullicientiy laughed at; and thy army 
fiiail^gO great glory, rvben he lhall be llain by 
"wtre that Ls not yet of man’s eftate, neither lit 
for fighting, nor capable of being intruflcd 
with the marflialling of an army, or order¬ 
ing a battle, but by one that looks like a child, 

' and is really no elder in age than a child.” 

1 3. Now Saul wondered’at the boldnefs and 
“'^jferity of David, but durft not prefiime on his 
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ability, by rcafon of iii-s age ; b-.u k'd, he 
mull; on that acooinu !)c too v -ak to iiglu wii’a 
one that was Iklifu’i in I'uc ar! of war. “ 1 un¬ 
dertake, this entcrpvize, i..id David, lij depend- 
ance on God's lieing with me, 'lor I lia^ o had 
ex})crience already of iih; alTiilance ; i'or I, onee 
purfued after arid caiig'u: a lion iliat aif.nhed 
my flocks, and took away a kunh from ihetu, 
and I fnatched the lamb out of the wild he.iu’s 
mouth, and when he leaped upon me with 
violence, I took liiin by the tail, and ckdhcd 
hlm againft the ground. In the iamc manner 
did I avenge myfelf on a licar alio ; and let 
this adverfary of ours be clleemed like one. of 
thefe Avild bealls, fince lie has a long while re¬ 
proached our army, and hlafjihemcd our Hod, 
who yet will reduce liim under my power.” 

4. However, Saul prayed that the cud 
might be, by God’s aflifiaucc, not difagrecobie 
to the alacrity and boldnefs of the child ; and 
laid, “ Go thy way to the fight.” So he put 
about him his breafl-plate, and girded on h',, 
fword, and fitted the helmet to hi,s licad, ar J. 
fent him array. But David was burdened wflii 
his armour, for he had not been encecifed to 
it, nor liad he learned to Avail; witii it; fo lie 
faid, “Let tills armour be lli’iu', O king, who 
art aide to bear it; Inil give me leave to 
t.ght as thy fervant, and as I inytelf ddirc.” 
Accordiagiy he laid by the arrnnui, and taking 
hislbffwiih him, and putting five Hones out 
of the-brook into a lhc]>hcrd’s bag, and having 
a fling in his right hand, Iic went towards Go¬ 
liath, Ihit the adversary leeing liiui co'i.a hi 
fucli a nuumcr, dlfdained him, and jcHed ujam, 
him, as if he had not fuch weipuius upon Ir'm 
as aic ufual AA'hen one man ilglus a-;..ink :io- 
other, but fuch as are ufed in dsDliy; v 
and av'oiding of Jogs; and faiJ, “ .Dmi tli'-u 
take ijne not for a man but a dog i” d'o which 
he replied, No, not for a d.og, hut for a cic.:i~ 
ture worfc tliaii a dog. This provoked Goli¬ 
ath to anger, Avho thercuipon curfed him by 
the name of God, and tlireatcrfed to give Im: 
flefli to the bcafio C)i'tise earth, and to flic finvis 
air, to be torn in pieces by them. I'o 

wlioni 
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vvhnrn David aufwered, “ Thou comcft to me 
a (word, and wUh a fpear, and with a 
hicail-piatc } hut 1 have God for my armour in 
ron\hrp- ayainft thee, who will deftroy thee, 
and all tlry army by my hands ; for I will this 
<:ay cut off thy he.id, and caft the other parts of 
thy bt.dy to the dogs, and all men ihall learn, 
llial (io'l is the proteDor of the Hebrews, and 
tti.it our armour and our llrength is in his prdi- 
videaoc, and that without God’s afliilance all 
odter rvarlike }n'eparations and power is ufe- 
leis.” So the Philiflines being retarded by the 
Weight c<f his armour, when he attempted to 
meet David in halle, came on but flowly, as 
rlefpifmg him, and depending upon it that he 
ihould day him, wlio was both imarmcd, and 
a child alfo, without any trouble at all. 

r. But the youth met his antagonih, being 
accompanied with an inviiihic afliftant, who 
Avas no Ollier tlian God himlclf. And taking 
one of the ftoncs tliat he had out of the brook, 
and had put into hi.t flicphcrd’s bag, and htting 
it to his iling, he dang it againfl the Pliihllinc. 
’.hhis PLOiic fed upon his forehead, and I’ank into 
lil.t brain, infomnch that Goliatli wasilunned, 
and loli upon his face. So D.ivid ran, and 
li ;od upon liis advcifary .is Im lay down, and 
cut off If::; head with lil.s own fword; for he 
had no fvvord Ifmdelf. And upon the fall of 
the Phihilincs were beaten, and fled : 
f;r when t'.icy faw their champion prollratc on 
the ground, they were afraid of the entire if- 
Ine of their afliirs, and reiolved not to .ilay any 
longer, but comniitrcd thcmfclvcs to an igno¬ 
minious and liiulccent fight, and thereby cn- 
doavouied to favc tliemfelvcs from the dangers 
they wen- in. But Saul, and the entire army 
oi llic Hebrews, made a diout, and rudicd 
upon them, and Hew a great numlicr of them, 
and purkied the red to the borders of Gatlx, and ' 
to the Kkron ; fo that there were (lain 

pf the rii'ii'limo tliirty thouHmd, and twice as 
many w urr.ied. But Saul returned to their 
camip and pulled tlicir fortification to pieces, 
;m.,I Injrnt ir ; lint David carried the head of 
fdofcitli into lu.s own'■ent, hut dedicated his 
fword to God j tire talicrnaclc]. 


CHAP. X. 

S^iul envies David for his glorious Succefs^ and 
takes an Occafion of entrapping him, f an the 
rrainife bianade him of giving him hisDaugh^ 

. ter it! Marriage, but this upon Condition of his 
bringing him fix hundred Heads of the Phil ■ 
iJUnss, 

\ 

§ I. ■^TOW the women were an occafion of 
Saul’s envy and hatred to Daviii . 
for they came to meet their victorious army 
with cymbals, and drums, and all demendi .* 
tions of joy, and fang thus: Tire wives fi,'1 
that “ Said hath flain his many thoufir.u! • me 
Philiftincs.” The virgin,s replied, that “ David 
hath flain his ten thoufands.” Now when t!a 
king heard them finging thus, aiul tliat he had 
himfelfthe fmallcft fliare in tlieir comnuncla- 
tions, and that the greater number, tiie ten 
thoufands, were aferibed to the young man ; 
and when he confidered with hirnrdf, that 
there was aotliing more wanting to David, af ¬ 
ter fuch a mighty applaufe, but the kingth ^ 
he began to be afraid and i'ufpicious of Da vid,, 
Accordingly he removed him from the iiat;(n 
he was in before, for he was hi;', armeur-he;;:- 
cr, which out of fear feemed to him nuieh Uio 
near a ilation for himj and fo he made him 
captain over a thoufand, and bellowed on him 
a poll better indeed in itfcif, hut, as he thought, 
more for his own fecurity; fen he foul a mind 
to fend him againfl; the enemy, and into battles, 
as hoping he would be flain in fuch dangerous 
conflicts. 

2 . But David had God going along with 
him Avhitherfncvcr he went, and accordingly 
he greatly profpered in his unJoitakings, and 
it was viiihlc that he had mighty fucceifes; in- 
foifruch, that Saul’s daughter, who was ftiil a 
virgin,, fell in love with him ; and her affeoHon 
fe, far prevailed over her, that it could ndr-W- 
concealed, and her tether became acquainted 
with ith Now Saul heard this gladly, as in¬ 
tending fo make life of it for ti, fnare againfl 
David, and lie hoped that it ’^mukl prove the 
caufe of dcflrudj.an iuid of hazards to him ; fq 
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he told tliofe that informed liim of his daugh¬ 
ter’s aficelion, that he would willingly give 
David the virgin in marriage, and faid, “ 1 en- 
■ gage myfelf to marry my daughter to him if 
he will bring me * iix hundred heads of my 
•enemies, fiippofiAg, that when a reward fo 
ample was propoled to him, and when he 
ihould aim to get him great glory by underta¬ 
king a thing fo dangerous and incredible, he 
wmild immediately fet about it, and fo perilh 
(■v the Philiftines, and my defigns about him 
Will fucceed finely to my mind ; for 1 fliall be 
from him, and get him llain, not by my- 
fef, u .t liy another man.” So he gave order 
to bis fervants, to try bow David would rclifh 
this propofal of marrying the damiel. Accord¬ 
ingly they began to fpeakthusto liim, that king 
Saul loved him, as well as did all the people, 
and that he was dclirous of his affinity by the 
marriage of this damiel. To v/hich lie gave 
this aid wcr, “Scemetb it to you a light thing to 
he made tlic king’s fon-in-lawi It does not feem 
f .o me, crjiecially when I am one of a family 
tb it is low, and without any glory or Iionour.” 
Now wlion Said was informed by his fervants 
what antwer David had made, he laid, “■ Tell 
him, that I do not want any money, nor dow¬ 
ry from him, wdiich would be rather to let my 
daughter to fade, than to give her in marriage ; 
but I defire only fuch a fon-in-law as hath in 
him fortitude, and all other kinds of virtue, of 
which he faw David was poflelfed ; and that Ids 
dcfire Vv'as to receive of him, on account of his 
marrying his daughter, neither gold, nor lil- | 
Te.r, nor that he fhonld bring fuch wealth out 1 
ifl his fatlter’s houfes, hut only fome reven|';e i 
“ on the Phililtines, and Indeed fix hundred of i 
tiidr heads, t!n;n which, a more dcfirable or j 
a more glotions prefent could not be brought 
.fiimi; atid that he Iiad much rather obtain this, 
TTian any of the accuftomed dowries for his 
daughter, %nz. that flie fhould be married to a 

* Jofptuis fays in tills chapter, and /wire after¬ 

wards, chap. xl. § 2. and B. VII. chap i- § 4' *• f v® times 
in all, that Saul required not a b-are hundred theforijhlns 
Ilf the Phiiifiincs, but_/?,v hundfedof their heads. The Sep- 
have cut huiidrcd forclkins, but the Syriac and 


mnn of tliat character, and to one 'v.'ko h.u! a 
Leftimony as liaving congucroJ Ids cm.mic'-"’ 
a. Will.NT ihefe woui; oaui wme brought 
to David, lie was picafid wi'.li tlicm, and hip- 
jaded that Saul was rcai.y deiirou;- of this ai- 
Imity with liim ; fti t'lat without hcai'n;'; lo 
dieU'neratc any longer, n;- calling nliont in if . 
mind wliethcr what was projioled was pc>inn]e. 
ij tir was diificult or not, he and his conijianio.-.s 
immediately fet upon llic enemy, and wenr. 
about doing wliat was jiropoied as tlie I'ondi- 
(ion of the marriage. y\eeot'din;dv, bceanic i’. 
tvas God wdio made all things caiy and pofiible 
to David, he fiew niany jtif the Piiiiiriiims] 
and cut off the hcruls of fx luindred of tliem, 
and came to the kiiitt, and by niewiiig him 
thcle heads of the I’lnlifiines, reeuired tiuit Iw 
might Iiavc his daughter in man ;age. Aeeaa-f • 
ingly,Saul Itavii >' n.o war of g n'ng ofl'hia cu- 
gagcineuts, as thnik” gg it a ['lii; thing, c::ner tt. 
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Ihiv David^ upon Saul's laying Snares for him,, 

did yet efcape the Dangers he urns iu, by the 

Affettion and Care of yonaihan^ and the Cc v- 

trivauces of bis Wife Mi;h.il; and hcu.’ he 

came to Samuel the rrohLct, . 

1 

§ I- f YQWRVER,Saui vra^ nw d'g oX-; 

.171 perfevere lon^; in the iiaO' wfienfn 
he was; for when he faw tlirt Da id tv as in 
great efteem, both with God ami wifh the 
multitude, he was afraid ; and being not able 
to conceal his fear as concerning g in; tldm.'R, 

Iil.S 

Arabic two hmidrcil. N-’i'' fh.it thefe u-rre net 
with our other copic,., Imr he.ids wiih jorcj-i iues t'.'jn, 
feems fomewhat prohuhic from i .Sam. w - . licit- .lii 
copies fay, that it was with t)ic houit w' lu:h riiilifnacs 
that David miglrt lecoudlc himfeif i.- lU . mjlt.-r-f-tnnl. 

1 n 


liio inaitcr Saul. 
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and under the vehement agitation of a fpirit, 
and putting ofi' his garments, he fell down, 
and lay on the ground all that day and night, 
in the prefence of Samuel and David. 

0. At-jd David went thence, and came to 
Jonathan, the fon of Saul, and lamented to hina 
what fnarcs were laid for him by his father; 
and laid, That “ though he had been guilty of 
no evil, n.or had offended againft him, yett he 
was very zealous to get him hilled.” Hereup¬ 
on [onathan exhorted him not to give credit to 
filch his own liifpicions, nor to the calumnies 
of lliofe that raifed thofe reports, if tlicrc were 
any that did ib, but to depend on liim, and 
1:i.kc courage, for that his father had no fuch 
ititcutions, fince he would have acquainted him 
u ith that matter, and taken his advice, had it 
been fo, as he ui’ed to coufuk with him in 
common when he ailed in othet affairs. But 
David Iwarc to him, that fo it was, and he de- 
f'lred him ratlicr to believe him, and to provide 
for fus fafety, than to dcfjiife what he, with 
•gi'cat I'incerity, (old him: (hat he would be¬ 
lieve wh.at he laid, when he fliould either fee 
him killed hirnfclf, or learn it upon enquiry 
.from others ; and that tl c rcafou why his fa¬ 
ther did not Ull Ifnn (.if ihcfe t’ungs was this, 
.that he knew'of tlic frienufliip and afleclion 
that he bore toward.s him. 

Her I'ut’ON when |onathan found that 
tfis intention of I-'an’’,-! 'veis fo well attefted, he 
.diied him, “ What lie waeald have him do for 
]d:n ?” 'i 'o which David rej'died, “ 1 am Icn- 
jible that rf.ou art willing to gratify mein every 
thing, and procure me what I dciirc : Now to¬ 
morrow is (he new mono, and I was accuftomed 

10 fit down r'irn with the king at fupper; now 

11 it feew good to thee, I will go oat of the (dry, 
and conceal ni>-hli j)r;vately there ; and ifSaul 
e.iqni.’c why I am ahhmt, tell Lira th;it I am 
gone'ID my ov;n ci*y Bethlehem, to keep a fcfk 
'^jv.-ii v.'iih my own ini.'c; .and add this alfo, 
that ti.’ou gavefi me k-avc fo to do. And if he 

prora t’le rnr.ft pvobaMo. Nor docs the former defeription 
ot .Saul’s rml iiifpirstion by the divine fpirit, i bam. x. 9, 
'• -17.. Artiq. B. VI. chap. iv. § 2. ■wi'hich was heforc he 
wan witked, well a^roc with Ulc defcriptions bt- 

fo'.e xis. t, 


fay, as is ufually faid in the cafe of friends thr 
are gone abroad, it is well that lie went, thei 
affurc thyfclf th.at no latent mifehief or enmity 
may he feared at his hands ; but if he anfwci 
otherwife, that will he a fare lign that he hath 
fomc defigns againft me. Accordingly tho'' 
fhalt inforya me of thy fatlicr’s inclinations ; r.n 
that out of pity to my cafe, and out of lf;y 
‘fricndftiip for me, as inftanccs of which friend- 
i Ihip thou hart vouchfafed to accept of the allu 
ranees of my love to thee, and lo give tlx' like 
aflurances lo me, tha.t is, tliole of a intdier i(. 
his fervant ; hut if thou dii'covcrcft ;my wiefe,]- 
ncls in me, do thou prevent thy father,Vu'.d'kill 
me thyfclf.” 

8. But Jomtfian heard tlicfc kill votds with 
indignation, and promifed to do Vthat lie de- 
i fired of him, ae.d to inform ifnn 1)’ )n., father’.- 
! anfwers inqihcd any thing of a rnclanci’.oly na¬ 
ture, and aTiy cnttf.ty againft liini: rXnd tiu.u he 
' might the raoic firmly depend iqion him, lir 
took Itim out into rlie open heid, inio the pure 
air, and fware that he would negledS notiihiv: 
that might tend to the jirefervation of David 
and he faid, I appeal lo that God, 'vvho, 

! thou iceil, is diffulcd every whcie., and knovc- 
^ cth this intention of mine, before i exjilaiu it 
I in words, as the witnefs of this my covenant 
with tiicc, that I will not leave oft lo make 
frequent trials of the pnrpore of luy father, till 
I learn whetlier there be any lurking dillenipcr 
in the fccrctell parts of his foul ; and when { 
Jiave Ie.arnt it, 1 v/ill not conceal it from thee, 
hut will dif'eover it to thee, whether lie he gent- 
j !y or jiecviflily clifpofed : for tliis God hlni,felf 
know.s, that 1 pray he may alwiiys be vnih 
thee ; for he is with thee now, and will not 
forfake thee, and will make thre fuperior to 
thine eueinies, wlicther my father be one of 
! 'them, or whether I myfelf be furh. 'Do thou 
! only remember what we, now do ; and if it'fe'lf 
I out that I die, preferve my children alive, and 


I * "What jjp meant by .SauI’R tyhig (fown mhed all that 
and all iLat nighty 1 S.i.n. xix.. 24. and whether toy mqre 
than laying afidc his royal apparel, lor upper garrpentsi ba 
Jofcphui, I'ccms to underfl.and it, is by no means cefKhn. 
iice the note on Antiq. B. Vlll. chap. xiv. j 2, 
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requite what klndneflcs thou liaft now received 1 
to tliciii.” When he had tliu.s iworn, lie di!- I 
luiired David, hitiding him go to a certain place ’ 
of that plain V\dicrein lie uled to perform his cx- 
wreifes ; for that, as foou as he knew the miod 
p;’ Ills father, lie would come thitlier to liim, 
'v\ ith one Jcrvanl only ; and “ if, fays he, I i 
thont tlirec darts at tiic mark, and then bid my 
h,-v,;nl to carry thcle daits away, for they ;irc , 
’orfisc iiim, know tlion that there is no mi!- | 

. lii J to be I'cared from my father ; but if thou ! 
b'. , cn me iav the coninn-y, expeD the con- j 
ir, rv Irom the kin;.; : houever, thou lhalt jniiii 
J. ■ ■ bv my means, and (hall by no means 

iuiiai' any liarm ; l)Ut fee thou dolt not forget 
wire 1 luvc dchred of ihcc, in tbe time f)f th\" i 
prod'-rritv, and be iorviccable to niy children.” | 
I'fow fhoiu, svhen be lieeJ ta'oeived lliete afar- I 
e:n. es I'lom lomalirin, wciil his way to the; 
j.ko.; antDiWed. 

q. lU: r on the ne.al day, wljicli was the 
’X'w mo'.n, ‘b.e king,, wlicn he had jnirified 
liimieh', as tlie o\!ilom was, came to fupper ; 
and when tliere fit by him bis fon Jonathan on 
liis rigf* band, and Abner, the captain of his 
hod, on tlic otiicr liaiul, he law Davdd’s leat 
was empty, but laid nothing, iuppofmg that lie 
liad not imriiicd iiimfeli {nice he had accom¬ 
panied with Ills wife, <u\d fo could not he pre- 
fent; but whcii be law that lie was not tliere 
the fecond day oi' tlic month neither, he ea- 
tjuired of his Ion Jonathan, wliy the ion of 
Jefle did not come to the fiqqier and the fcafi, 
neither the day before, nor that day ? So Jona¬ 
than fild, Tiiat “ he was gone, according to 
the agreement between them, to his own city, 
^vi'herc his tribe kept a fcliivai, and that by his 
permiillon ; that he alfo invited him to come 
to their facrifree ; and, fays Jonathan, if thou 
wilt giv^ me leave, I will go thither ; for thou 
knoweft the good-will that I bear him.” And • 
then it was that Jonathan underftoocl his fa¬ 
ther’s hatred to David, and plainly, law his en¬ 
tire difpolition ; for Saul txmld not reilrain his 
.apger, but reproached Jonathan, called 
him the fon of a runagate, and enemy ; ' 
faid, “ l:Ie was a partner with David, and .. 


hi- alliilant ; and tlia.t by this Inh ivli nr be 
(beised be !iad no rcgaid to himlell, or tci bis 
mL.iber; ami would not be peiiuaded of tliis, 
dial, while David is alive, tlieir kingdom was 
nut ieeurc to them.” d"ct did he bid liiin fend 
lo! liim, that In* might be pumibw 1, And 
rvhen fonalban laid, in anfver. What batli he 
done, that thou wilt iinniii'; him C S; "I no 
ioneer contented himlell tocxnrcfs Ins aiiuHir 
in bare words, but Inatclied up his ipeir, and 
leaped uptm him, and was delirons to kill him. 
fb.- did not indeed ilo what be intended, hs- 
eaule he was bindeved l>y Ins Iriends ; but it 
ap’peared plainly to Ids Ion, that be bated Da- 
\'id, and greatly dcf.reJ to diljiatdi iiim, info- 
nuicb, tliat be had almoll ilain his ion with 
Ids own hands on his .lecounl. 

lo. Axi> then it was ib.at the king’s fon 
rofc hadily iVom (npi'cr ; and being not aiile 
to admit any ibinr, into his moulh I'or ggiet, 
he wept all mgbt, boL.h beeaufc be liarl himfelf 
been near dcliriieiion, arid liceMufc tlie desib <'f 
David was determined ; lint as loon .is u wa-, 
day, he went out into the plain that was 
the city, as going to perlorna bis •.■•■.•creiics, init 
in reality to inform his friend wlia; dlijiolnion 
his father was in towai ds liirn, ;;s be Inul reed 
with liirn to do. And v beu jo’-jatliau bad 
done what had been thus agreed, he difmiiTed 
his lervant that follov.^ed Lint, i ) return ici ttu' 
city, hut fie himfelf weitt into the dci’art, and 
came into his jirclence, and communed with 
him. So David appeared, and fell at |on.a- 
than’s feet, and bowed down to him,^ and cal¬ 
led him the preferver of his foul : But lie lifted 
him up from the earth, and they mutually 
embraced one another, and made a long greet¬ 
ing, and that not without tears. 'Ihey abo 
lamented their age, and that familiarity \i iucb 
envy would deprive them of, and that lepara- 
tion which muft now he e.xpeifleil, which ieem- 
cd to them no better than death itl'elf. So re- 
colledding themfclvcs at length from their In- 
mentation, and exhorting one another to he 
mindful of the oatlis they had Iworn to each 
other, tlicv parked afunder. 

C C H A P. 
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.Uoiv David jlcd to Jlhimdcch^ and afterwards 
to the Kings of the PhllijVinc.s^ and of the 
Moabites ; and hozv Said jlcvo Ahimelech 
and bis FainHy. 

§ 1. I^UT David fled from the king, and | 
diat death he was in danger of by j 
him, and came to the city Nob, to Ahimelech j 
the prieft, who, when he faw luin coining all | 
alone, and neither a friend nor a I'ervant with 1 
him, he wondered at it, and dcfiredto learn of | 
him the canfc why there was nebody with 1 
him ? I'o whieli David anfwercd. That the j 
king had commanded him to do a certain thing jj 
tliat was to be kept fccrct, to which, if he had 
a mind to know fo much, he had no occafion 
for any one to accompany him ; however, I 
have ordcred my iervants to meet me at fiich 
and fuch a place.” 80 he debred him to let 
him have fomewhat to eat ; and that in cafe 
he would fupply him, h.e would adl the part 
of a friend, and he afliRing to the bufincfs lie 
was now about; And when he had obtained 
what he dcbrcd, he alfo alked him whether he 
liad any weapons wdth him<, either fword or 
fpear ? Nov/ there was. at Nola a fervant 
of Saul’s, by birth a Syiian, whofe name was 
Dofg, one that kept the Ling’s mules. The, 
higli prieft faitl, that he had no fucli weapons, 
hut lie added, “ Here is the fword of Goliath, 
which, when thou hadR (Iain the Philiftine, 
thou (lidft dedicate to God.” 

2. VfiU'.K David had received the fwordj 
lie fled out of the country of the Hebrews into 
that of the Philillines,' over 'ivhich-Achifir reign¬ 
ed : And when the king’s iervants knew him,, 
and he was made known to the king himfelf, 
the fervants informing him that he was that 
David who had killed many ten thotfands 
of the Philiftines, David was afraid leR the 
king flmuld put him to death, and that he 
ihould experience t:hat danger from-him which 
he had efcayied from Saul ; fo he pretended 
to be diftradted and mad, fo^^j^^'tTfis fpittle 
ran out of his mouth, and did other , the 
likd adiions before the king of Gath, which 


might make him believe that they proceeded 
front fuch a dlftcinper. Accordingly the king 
was very angry at his fervants, that they had 
brought liim a madman; and he gave order that 
they Ihould ejedl David immediately [out of the 
cky]. ^ 

3. So when David had efcaped in this man¬ 
ner out of Gath, he came to the tribe of Ju¬ 
dah, and abode in a cave by the city of Adiil- 
latn. Then it was that he fent to his brethren*, 
and informed them where he was, who then 
came to him wnth all their kindred, and .c; 
many others as were either in want, or in 
fear of king Saul, came and made a ho.f,/ o- 
gethcT, and told him, they were ready to 
obey his orders: They were in all about four 

I hundred. Whereupon he took courage, now 

; fuch a force and afliRancc was come to him ; 

j fo he removed thence, and came to the king 
of the Moabites, and dclired him to entertain 
hi'r. parents in his country, while the ilfue of 
his affairs w-erc in Rich an uncertain condition.. 
The king granted. him this favour, and ,paid 
great refpeits to'David’vS parents all tl 
they were with him. 

4. As for himfelf, tipon the prophct’.s com¬ 
manding him to leave the defart, and to go 
into the portion of the tribe of Judah, and 
abide there, he complied therewith ; and com¬ 
ing to the city Hareth, which was in tliat 
tribe, he remained there.. Now when Saul 
heard that David had been feen with a multi¬ 
tude about him,, he fell into 13P fmall difturb- 
ance and trouble: But as he knew that David 
was a bold and courageous man, he fufpedled. 
that fomewhat extraordinary w'ould a[)pear 
from him, and that openly alfo, which would 
make him weep,, and put him into diftrefs; fo 
he called together to him his friends, and hi.s 
commanders, and the tribe from which he was 
himfelf derived, to the hill where his palace 
wxis ; and fitting upon, a place called Arotira^ 
his courtiers that were in dignities, and the 
guards of his body, lieing wkli-him, he fpakc 
thus to tlu^: “ You that are men of my oven 
tribe, I cmtdujdti. that you remember the be- 
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xcfits that I have beftowed upon you ; and thefc things, not to gratify David, but Saul 
hat I liave made foinc of you owners of land, hirnfclf: and he faid, “ 1 did not know that 
ud made you commanders, and beftowed he was thy adverfary, but a I'ervant of thine, 
oils of honour upon you, and frt fomc of you who was very faithful to thee, and a captain 
yer the comtnon people, and others over the over a thoufand of thy loldicrs j and, what 
hhers ; I aik you, therefore, whetlier you is more than thefc,. thy fon-in-law and kinf- 
vpec'-b greater and more donations from the man. Men do not ufe to center inch favours 
on of Jcfle ? for I know that you are all in- on their adverfaries, I>ut on thoie who are cf- 
chirable to him ; even my own fon Jouatban teemed to bear tire highefl good-will and rc- 
hiinfclf is of that opinion, and perl’iiades you to pefl to them. Nor is this the firfl time that I 

be of the fame; for I am not unacquainted with prophefied for him, hut I have done it often,, 

tin i.iths and the covenants that arc between and at other times, as well as now. And when, 
him and David, and that Jonathan is a connfel- he told me that he was icnl by tlrec in gre,at 
' :i!i afliflant to tliofc tliat confpire a- hafte to do fomewliat, it 1 had turnillied him 
gainsi. me, and none of you are concerned a- witlr nothing that he dcfired, 1 Ihoiild have- 
bout th'.'fe things, hut you keep filcnec, and thought that it was rather in contradidiou to 
w-atch to fee wliaL will be tlie updiot of thefc thee than to him ; Wherefore do not thou cn- 
tliings.” When the Icing had done his fjrcech, tertain any ill opinion or me, nor do thou have 
not one of lire rell of thofc tiiat wei'C prefent a fufpicion of what 1 then thought an a6l of 
made any anfvvci ; hut Doeg, the Syrian, who humanity, from what is now told tlicc of Da- 
fed his mules, laid, that he faw David when vid’s attempts againft thee, lor 1 did tlicn to 
he came to the city Nob, to Ahiraelcch, the him as to thy friend and fon-in-larv', and c;ip- 
liigh prieft ; and that he learned future events tain of a thoufand, and not as to thiri'.; ad ver¬ 
ify .his proplicfying : that he received food from fary.” 

him, arvi the fword of Goliath, and was con- ‘ 6. When the high-prieft had fpoken thus, 

duded by him with Iccurity to fuch as he de- he did not perfuade Saul, his fear was fo pre- 
llred.to go to. valent, that Jic could not give credit to an apo- 

5. Saul therefore fent for the high pricfl, logy that was very juft : So he commanded his 
and for all his kindred, and laid to them, armed men that flood about him to kill him, and 
“ What terrible or ungrateful thing haft thou .all his kindred ; but as tlrey dnrft not touda the 
fliffered from me, that thou liaft received the iLiglv-juicft, hut were more afraid of difbbcy* 
fon of Jeffe, and haft beftowed on him both ing God than tlie king, he ordered Doeg, the 
food and wc.apons, when he was contriving to Syrian, to kill tiicm. Accordingly he took to 
get the kingdom ? And farther, wliy didft tliou his alliftancc fuch wicked men as rverc like 
deliver oracles to him concerning futurities ? himfelf, and flew Ahimdtch and his family, 
for thou couldeft not be unacquainted that he which wxrc in all three fnindred and ciglity- 
W.AS filed away from me, and that he hated my five. Saul alfo font to * Nob, tlie city of the 
family.” But the high prieft' did not betake priefis, and flew all that were there, vvilhout 
himfelf to deny what he had done, but con- fparing either women or diildrcn, or any oilia 
feffed bojdly tliat he had fupplied himi with age 

• Tfii.s city Nob wa.s not a city allottcd to the pricfls, five in the .Septiwgint; I prefer Jofcplius’s number, Uie 
nor had the prophets, tfuit we know of, any particular Hebrew having 1 fuppofc only dropped ihe liundreds, the 
cities allotted them. It feems the tabernacle was now at other the tens. TJiis city Noh fecms to have been (lie chief, 
Noh, and probably a fchool of the prophets was here alfo. or perlmps theonly feat of t!ie f.imiiy of Ithamar, whic h here 
It was fall two days journey on foot from Jcruhdtnn, peridjed, accovding to fJod’s former terrible threatenings 
If Sim. xxi. 5. The number of‘ priefts here flain in Jofc- to Eli, i Sara. ii. 27,—iii- u,— 13 . Sec chap, .vn , 
phus is three liundrtd and ciglity.mve, and buteigiity-fuc § 9. Iietcafter. 
jp/oilr Hebrc'.y copies, yet are they three hundred and 
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age, and burnt it; only there was one foil ,of 
Ahimelech, whofe name was Abiathar^ Who' 
cfcaped. However thefe things came to pafs 
as God had foretold to Eli the high prieft, 
when he faid that his pofterity, fhould be de- 
ftioyed, on account of the tranfgreflion of his 
^tWD fons. 

7. ■* Now this king Saul, by perpetrating 
.fo barbarous a crime, and murdering the whole 
family of thfe high prieft 17 dignity, by having 
no pity of the infants, nor reverence for the 
aged, and by overthrowing the cit\' which God 
had chofen for the property, and for the fup- 
port of the priefts and prophets which were 
there, and liad ordained as the only city allotted 
for the education of fuch men, gives ail to un- 
derftand and conlider the difpofition of men, 
that while they are private perfons, and in a 
low condition, bccaufe it is not in their power 
to indulge nature, nor to venture upon what 
they wift for, they arc equitable and moderate, 
and purine notliing but what is juft, and bend 
their whole minds and labours that way; then 
It is that they have this belief about God, that 
he is prelent to all the adflons of their lives,* 
and that he does not only fee the aeftions that 
are done, but clearly knows thofe their thoughts 
allb whence thofe adlions do arife : But when 
once they are advanced into power and autho¬ 
rity, then they put off a)! fuch notions, and as 
If they were no other than aiftors upon a thea¬ 
tre, they lay afide all their diiguifed parts and 
manners, and, take up boldnefs, iiifolence, and 
a contempt of both hunaan and divine laws; 
and this at a time when they cfpccially ft:and in 
need of piety and lightcoufnefs, bccaufe they 
are then moft of all expofed to envy, and all 
they think, and all they fay, are in the view of 
all men ; and then it is th^it they become fo in- 
;folent in their actions, though God faw them 

■* This contains an adanir^hlc refleilien of Jofe- 

phu'j, concerning the general wicke'/!ncfs of men in great 
authority, and the danger they arein ofvejcttiing that re- 
gard to juhice and hutnadity, t©,,divine providence and.the 
fear of Ood, which they eidtcr te tlly had,|OT^prptfirodiajir 
to have, while tliey were in a lower condition. It can ne- 
vyer be^too often perufed by king? Jtwt great men, minr by 
■thofe who expeiSl to oiilaih fagb. elevated dignities among ^ 


no longer, or were afraid of them bccaufe of 
their power: and whatfoever it i; ih n. they are 
afraid of by the rumours they ic.. or they 
hate by inclination, or they h without rea- 
fon, thefe feem to them to ’ thcntic, and 

6rm, and true, and pleafing both to men an/j 
to God ; but as to what will coi tc hereafter', 
they have not the leaft regard to it. They 
raife thofe to honour indeed who have been at 
a great deal of pains for them, and after that 
honour they envy them ; and when they have 
brought theha into high dignity, they do-n'ot 
only deprive them of what tliey had obtai,ied, 
but, on that very account, of their !i ano, 
and that on wicked accufations, and inch a>, 
on account of llicir extravagant nature, arc 
incredible. They alfo puniih men for their 
adions, not fuch as deferve concloinnation, but 
from calumnies and accufations without exami¬ 
nation and this extends not only to fuch as 
deferve to be puniflied, but to as many as they 
are able to kill. This refledlion is ogciily coiv- 
firmed to us from the example of Sa .1, the fon 
of Kifh, who was the firft king who reigned 
after-our ariftocracy and government uptder the 
Judges were over ; and that by his flaughter 
of three hundred priefts and prophets, on occa- 
fion of his fufpicion about Ahiniclech, and by 
the additional wiefcednefs of the oveithrov/ of 
their city; and this, as if he were endeavour¬ 
ing in feme fort to render the temple [taber¬ 
nacle,] deftitute both of priefts and prophets; 
which endeavour he fltewed by flaying fo 
many of them, and not fulTering the very 
city belonging to them to remain, that fo 
others might fucceed them. 

8. But Abiathar, the fon of Ahimelecfij, 
who alone could be faved out of the family of 
priefts flain by Saul, fled to David, and in- 

^ formed 

mankind. See the like reflcjftrott* ©f our Jorepbu3, 
Antiq. B. VII. chap. i. 5 5. at the etui, and B. VIII. chap. 
X, § 2. at ithe bi^gifthiog.' They are to the like purport 
with one branchpf prayer, Ont ttifig bavf I re- 

qmre4 dSiW ftfe it A^oreJ^t,! jiW mi fjft 

M I he full, mid df»ftbee* isib* f .lewitk., 

jexT. 7,8, 9 - 
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formed him of the calamity that had'befallen 
their family, and of the flaughtcr of his father : 
V/ho hereupon faid, “ He was not unapprized 
of what would follow with relation to them 
when lie faw Doeg there; lor he had then a j 
urpicion that the higlt pried would he falfely ; 
A cufed by him to the king, and he blamed i 
idmfelf as luiving been the caufe of this misfor- ! 
tunc.” Ihit he defired him to day there, and ' 
abide with him, as in a place where he miglit | 
ite better concealed than any where elfe. I 


C H A P, XIII. 

Ildiv Diivl//, ':v/.n:n he bad twice the Ohporiniil- 
ly (jJ' kiHiuy Sai/l, did not lull him. 
conccruiny the Death (f Sauu/cl and Naim!. 

§ 1. A BOUT tills time it was that David 
X uL heard how the PliiliilincK liad m;ulc 
an inroad into tlie country of Keiiah, and rob¬ 
bed it ; fo lie offered lumlclf to fight againd 
them, if Clod, when he fliould be confulted 
by ihc prophet, would grant him the viedory. 
And when the prophet laid, that God gave a 
fignal of viclory, he made a fudden onfet upon 
thePliilidines, with his companions, and he Ihcd 
a great deal of their blood, and carrieil off their 
prey, and dayed wnth the inhabitants of Keiiah 
till they had fecurely gathered in their corn and 
their fruits. However, it was told Saul the 
king, that David veas with the men of Keiiah; 
for what had been done, and the great fuccefs 
that had attended him, were not confined a- 
mong thejieople where the things wmre done, 
hut the fame of it went all abroad, and came 
the liearing of otlicrs, and both the fad as 
it dood, and the author of the fud, were car¬ 
ried to the king’s cars. Then was Saul glad 
when hc^icard David was in Keiiah ; and he 
laid, “ God hath now put him into my hands, 
fince he hath obliged Irim to come into a city | 
that hath walls, and gates, and bars;” So he 
commanded all the people to fet upon Keiiah 
luddenly, and when they had befieged and ta¬ 
ken it, to kill David, But when David per- 
edi-wed this, and learned 'of God, that if lie 
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flayed there, the men of Keiiah wmtlld deliver 
him up to Saul, he tool; his four huntifed men, 
and retired into a dcfait that was over a city 
c i'lcd Jintredi. So when the king heard that 
In; was lied away' Irom the men of Keiiah, he 
ieb: ;,)[]'his eupcdltlou agiiinft him. 

2. 'PHErr David removed thence, and came 
to a certain place called the New F!aa\ Iv-long- 
ing to Ziph ; where Jonathan, the fcmofSaul, 
came to him, and fainted him, and exhorted 
him to be of good courage, atul to hope well 
as to his condition hereafter, and not to de- 
fpond at his prefent circumflanccs, liu' that he 
ihotdd he king, and have all tb.c r;ircc'; of the. 
Hebrews under him ; but told hint, tl.al mcli 
happiuefs ufes to come wdth great and 

pains : they alfo took o;;ths, that tb . y wouhl all 
theirlive;; long continue ingoc'd-wi'd aitd fidelity 
011c to another; and he called God to witncTs, 
as to what execrations lie had irndc upon him- 
felf, il he Ihould traiifgrefs his towmatit, and 
ihould change to a contiary bch.'iviour. So 
Junathnn lelt him titarc, luiving rendered his 
ciires and fears fomewhat lighter, and returned 
home. Now the men of'/!j)h, to gr.uify Saul, 
inlormcd him that David abodc with tlicm, and 
[alfurcd him] that 11 he woulil come to tlicm, 
tlity would deliver him up ; fo; tl. 't '.ftlu iduyg 
would fei/e on the fir,'its of Zij)!), David could 
not cfca]ie to wy other pecy-lc. r'o tin; king 
comincrnlcd them, and conieffed tha.t lie had 
rcafon to ihanl: them, hccauib they tuuJ giv,. n 
him information of his enemy ; and he pnomi- 
fed them, tliat it ihould nor lie long ere he 
wmuld I'cqmte' their kindneui. He alfo lent 
men to feck for David., and to fearch the wib 
dernels wlierein he wa,s ; and I;-; nu'wered, 
that he himfelf would follow' them, yheeoi-b 
ingly they w'cnt h.eforc the king, to hunt f ■; 
and to catch David, and ufed eiidt-avours nor, 
only to Ihcw' tdicir good-will to San', liy inlorm- 
ing him where his ernemy'w.as, but to evidence 
the fame more jiLiinly !>y delivcrinp; him np in¬ 
to his pow'er. But tiicfe lUim failed oi' tlioff 
their unjuft and wicked defires, who, while 
they underwent no hazard by not uiltovering 

t ]'> filch 
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fuch an ambition of revealing this to Saul, yet 
did they falfely accufe, and promife to deliver 
up a man beloved of God, and one that was 
unjuftly fought for to be put to death, and one 
that might otherwife have lain coilcealed, and 
this out of flattery, and expedation of gain 
firom tlic king; For when David was aj)prized 
of the malignant intentions of the men of Ziph, 
and of the approach of Saul, he left the (traits 
of that country, and fled to the great rock that 
was in the wildernefs of Maon. 

3. Hereupon Saul made hafte to purfue 
liim thither; for as he was marching, he 
learned that David was gone away from the 
(traits [of Ziph] ; and Saul removed to the 
other fide of the rock., But the report that the 
Philillincs had again made an ineurfion into 
tlie ccnintry of the Hebrews, called Saul ano- 
'dier way, from the purfuit of David, wdien he 
was ready to be caught; for he returned back 
again to oppoie thofc Philiflincs, who were na¬ 
turally their enemies, as judging it more nc- 
rcllary to avenge himfclf of them, than to take 
a great deal of pains to catch an enemy of his 
own, and to overlook the ravage that was made 
in the land. 

4. And by thele means David unexpcdedly 
efcaped out of the danger he was in,, and came 
to the ilraits of Kngedi. And when Saul had 
ilriven'ilie Philillincs out of the land, there 
came fome inelfcngers, who told him that Da¬ 
vid abode within the bounds of Fingedi : So 
he took three thoufand chofen men that were 
armed, and made hade to him ; and when he 
vvas not far from thofe places, he faw a deep 
and hollow cave by the way-fide ; it was ojien 
to a great length and breadth, and there it was 
that David, with his four hundred men, were 
concealed. When therefore he had great oc- 
calion to safe nature, he entered into it by 
himfelf alone; and being feen by. one of David’s 
companions, and he that faw him faying to 
him, “ That he had now, by God’s providence, 
an oppoitunity of avenging himfdf of his ad- 
verfary ; and advifmg him to cut oil' his head, 
and fo deliver himfelf out of that tedious wan¬ 
dering condition, and the diftrefs he was in,” 
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he rofe up, and only cut off the (kirt of that 
garment which Saul had on. But he foon re¬ 
pented of what he had done ; and faid, it was 
not right to kill him that was his mailer, and 
one whom God had thought worthy of the 
kingdom ; for that although he were wickedly 
dil'pofed towards us, yet does it not behove me 
to be fo difpofed towards him. But when Saul 
had left the cave, David came near, and cried out 
aloud, and defired Saul to hear him ; where¬ 
upon the king turned his face back, and David, 
according to cuftom, fell down on his Dcc-Ik'- 
fore the king, and bowed to him ; and (aid, 
“ O king,.thou oughteft not to hearken to wuck- 
ed men, nor to fuch as forgo calumnies, nor to 
gratify them fo far as to believe what they fay, 
nor to entertain fufpicions of fuch as arc your 
befl friends, but to judge of the difpofition of 
all men by their adions; for calumny deludes 
men, but mens own adions are a clear demon- 
(Iration of their kindnefs. Words indeed, in 
their own naturf, may he either true or (alfe, 
but mens adions expofe their intentions naked¬ 
ly to our view ; By thele therefore it would be 
well for thee to believe me, as to my regard to 
thee and to thy houfe, and not to believe thofe 
that frame fuch accufations againfl me as never 
came into my mind,, nor arc poflible to be ex¬ 
ecuted ; and do this farther by purfuing after 
my life, and have no concern, either day or 
night, but how to compafs my life, and to 
murder me, which thing I think thou doll un¬ 
juftly profecute : For how comes it about, that 
thou haft embraced this falfe opinion about 
me, as, if I had a delire to kill thee ? Or how 
canft thou efcape, the crime of impiety towards . 
' God, when thou wilheft thou couldcll kill, an'd 
; deemeft thine aclverfary, a man who liad it in his 
power this day to avenge himfclf, and to pun- 
ilh thee,,but would not do it, nor make ufe of 
’ fuch an opportunity, which, if it had fallen out 
to thee againft me, thou hadft not let it flip ? 
for when I cut off the fkirt of thy garment,, 
I could have done the fame to thy head.” So 
he flrewed him the piece of his garment, 
j thereby made him agree to what he faid to be 
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Chap. XIII. 


201 


ANTI Q^U I T I E S OF THE J E W S. 


time ; and added, “ I, for certain, have abftain- 
ed from taking * a juft revenge upon thee, yet 
art thou not alhamed to profecute me with un¬ 
juft hatred. May God do juftice, and determine 
about each of our difpofitions.” But Saul was 
amazed at the ftrange delivery he had received ; 
and being greatly alfeded with the moderation 
and difpsfition of the young man, he groaned ; 
and when David had done the fame, the king 
anfwcred, That “ he had the jufteft occafion 
to groan, for thou haft been the author of good 
to as I have been the author of calamity 
to thee. And thou haft dernonftrated this day, 
mat t’ann ponelleft the rightcoufnefs of the an¬ 
cients, who determined, that men ought to fave 
tlieir enemies though they caught them in a 
defart place. I am now perfuaded, that God 
referves tlie kingdom for thee, and that thou 
wilt obtain tlic dominion over all the Hebrews: 
(live me then alfurances upon oath, that thou 
wilt not root out my family, nor, out of re¬ 
membrance of what evil I havfr done thee, de- 
ftroy my pofterity, but fave and preferve my 
fibu^e.” So David fware as he defircd, and font 
back Si. il to his own kingdom ; but he, and 
thofe that were with him, went up to the ftraits 
of Mafthcroth. 

5. About this time Samuel the prophet 
died. He was a man whom the Hebrews ho¬ 
noured in an extraordinary degree; for that 
lamentation which the people made for him, 
and this during a long time, manifefted his 
virtue, and the afieftion which the people bore 
for him ; as alfo did the folemnity and con¬ 
cern that appeared about his funeral, and 
about the complete obfervation of all his funcr- 
.'if rites. They buried him in his own city 
Ramab ; and Vv^ept for him a very great 
number of days, not looking on it as a forrow 
for the death of another man, but as that in 
which they were every oiie themfelves con¬ 
cerned. He was a righteous man, and gentle 
in his nature, and on that account he was very 
dear to God. Now he governed and prelided 

The phrafe in David’s fpeech to Saul, as fet down in 
Jji*fc^hus, that he had abftained from ////? revenge, puts me 
in mind of the like words in the Anoliolical Conliitutioii j. 


over the people alone, after the death of Eli 
the high prieft, twelve yeans, and eigluecn 
years together with Saul the king. And thus 
wc have finiftted the hiftoiy of Samuel. 

6 . Theri; was a man that was a Ziphlte, 
of the city Maon, who was rich, and had a 
vaft number of cattle ; for lie fed a Hock of 
three thoufand fliecp, and another flock of a 
thoufand goats. Now David had charged his 
alfociatcsto keep thefc flocks without hurt, and 
without damage, and to do them no inifchief, 
neither out of covetoufnefs, nor hccaufe they 
were in want, nor becaufe they were in the 
wildernefs, and fo could not caiily be difeover- 
cd, but to efteem freedom from injuftice above 
all other motives, and to look upon the toucii- 
ing of what belonged to another man as an 
horrible crime, and contrary to the will of 
God. Thcfe were the inftrii£tlons he gave, 
thinking that the favours he granted this man 
were granted to a good man, and one that dc- 
ferved to have fuch care taken of his aflairs, 
This man was Nabal, for that was liLs name ; 
a harfh man, and of a very wicked life, being 
like a cynic in the courfc of his behaviour, but 
flill had obtained for his wife a woman of a 
good character, wife and Iiandfomc. I'o this 
Nabal therefore David fent ten men of bis at¬ 
tendants, at the time when he Ikcarcd his 
Ihcep, and by tlicrn fainted him ; and alfo 
wiflvcd be might do what he now did for many 
years to come, but deflred him to make him a 
prefent of what he was able to giv^e him, fince 
he had, to be fure, learned from his Ihephcrds, 
that we had done them no injur^g but had been 
their guardians a long time together while we 
continued in the wildernefs; and he affured 
I him, he fhould never repent of giving any 
! thing to David. When the meflengers had 
i carried this meffageto Nabal, he accofted them 
after an inhuman and rough manner; for lie 
afkcd them, who David was ? and when he 
heard that he was the fon of jelfc, “ Now is 

the 

B. VII. ch. ii. that reverge is not evil, but thii paiier.ce /i. 
more honouralk.. 
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the time, faid he, that fugitives grow iiifolcnt, 
and make a figure, and leave their mailers.” 
WhcA they told David this, he was wroth ; 
and commanded four hundred armed men to 
follow him, and left two himdred to take care 
of tlie Ihifl' (for he had already * fix hundi'ed) 
arid went agalnll Nabal: he alfo fwore that he 
would that night' utterly dellroy the whole 
houfe and poircnioiis of Nabal ; for tluit he 
was grieved, not only that he had proved un¬ 
grateful to them, without making any return 
for the humanity they had Ihewn him, but 
that he had alfo reproached them, and ufed ill 
language to them, when he had received no 
caufe of difgull Ifom them. 

7. Hereupon one of thofe that kept the 
flocks of Nabal faid to his millrefs, Nabal’s 
wife, That “ whenDavid font to her hufband, 
lie had received no civil anfwcr at all from 
liim, but that her liulband had moreover add¬ 
ed very rejiroachful language, while yet Da¬ 
vid had taken extraordinary care to keep his 
flocks from harm, and that what had palfcd 
'ivoukl prove very pernicious to his mailer.” 
Vvdicii the fervaut had faid tliis, Abigail, for 
that was the wife’s name, fiddled her al- 
fes, and loaded them witli all forts of prei'ents ; 
and, without telling her huflvuul any thing of 
what flic was about, for lie was not fenfiblc on 
account of his drunkenneis, ilie went to David, 
ohe was then met by David, as Ihc was de- 
feendiug an lull, who was coming agalnll Na¬ 
bal with the four lunidrcd men. When the 
woman faw David, ihe leaped down from her 
afs, and fell on her face, and bovved dov,'n 

* Til' number of men tliat came fird to D.ivitl are 
(bilinttlv in jofepiiu'^, riml in our common coiucs, but 
^00. be was at Kcilali fliil but a]oo, both in Jofe- 

j'lius arid in the I.XXII. but 600 in our Hebrew copies, 
I bam. xxiii. i ;. ice xxx. <;, 10. Now the 600 there 
tnentiuned arc here intimated by Jofephus to have been fo 
many only by an augnicntjlion of 200 afterward, whicli 
t fuj'.polc i.'i the true foiution of this feeming difagree- 
meiu. 

•j- In this and the two next feftioua, we may perceive 
bow jofepluis, nay, how Altigail lierfelf, would under- 
lland, the rtWiv/y-.V/:; ourjlhn's, but /.Yaping coals of ftre on 
jJjc head of ihe injimeas, Prov. XXV. 25. Rom. xii. 22. not 
as we eonnnoniy do now, tif melting them into bindnefs, 
iiuruf leaving ll.cm to tire judgment of God, to av/mit vm- 
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to the ground ; and entreated him not to bear 
in mind the words of Nabal, fincc he knew 
that he refemblcd his name : now Nabal 
in the Hebrew tongue hgnilics folly. So fhe 
made her apology, “ That fhc dfd not fee the 
mcffengcrs whom he fent; Forgive me there¬ 
fore, faid fhe, and thank God who hath liin-, 
dered thee from fliedding human blood ; for lo 
long as thou keepcfl tliyfelf J innocent, lie will 
avenge thee of wicked men ; for what mlferies 
await Nabal, they w'lil fall upon the heads of 
thine enemies. Be thou gracious to me. find 
think me fo far worthy as to accept lijefc pre- 
fents from me ; and out of regard to me, remit 

that wrath and that aiurer which tliou hall: a- 

«.!> 

gainlt my hufband, and his boule ; ior mild- 
nefs and humanity become thee, eipecially as 
thou art to be our king,” Acccudiugly David 
accepted her prefents, and faief, “ Nay, but, G 
woman, it was no other tlian God’s nu-rcy 
which brought thee to us to-day, for othenvile 
thou hadfl never feen another day, I having ;|. 
fworn to deflroy Nahal’s houle this very night, 
and to leave alive not one of you who belong-' 
ed to a man that was wickcil and ungrateful to 
me and my companions; Imt now ludl tliou 
prevented me, and feafonahly molhucd my 
anger, as being thyfelf under the care of God’s 
providence ; But as for Naha), all hough, for 
thy fake, he now cfcapc punidimenf, he will 
not always avoid juflicc ; for his evil conduct, 
on fome other occafion, will he his ruin.” 

8 . When David had faid tliis, lie difmiiTccl 
the woman. But when fhc came home, and 

found 

I pennee beiongeih, Dcut. xxxii. Pf. xelv. i. Ilcb. x. 3.0. 

' and who will take vengeance on ilic wicted. y\nd I'me’e’ 
all God’s jiulgnienu-i are jiill, and all fit to be executed, 
and all at length for good, of the peifons punifbed, I in- 
I dine to think that to be tin; meaning of this plnaie, of 
heaping coals of fire on their heads. ^ 

if We may note here, that how facred fnever an oath 
v'as ellcemed among the |icople of God in old il/nes, they 
did not think it obligatory where the aitlion was plainly 
unlawful: For fo we fee it was in thi;, cafe of Diivki, 
who, ahbough he had Ivvorn to dellroy Nabal and his Ja- 
niiiy, yet does he here, and i Sam. xxv. 32, 33, 34. blefs 
-God for preventing his keeping this oath, aud from flrcd- 
ding of blood, as be had fwonito do. 
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found her hufband fcafting with a great com¬ 
pany, and opprclTcd with wine, flie faid no¬ 
thing to him then about what had happened ; 
blit on the next day, when he was fober, fhe 
tolohira all the particulars, and made his whole 
body to appear like that of a dead man by her 
words, and by that grief which arofe from 
them ; fo Nabal furvived ten days, and no more, 
and then died. And when David heard of his 
death, he faid, That “ God had juftly avenged 
him of this man; for that Nabal died by his 
owii~^'ickednefs, and had fuffered puniftiment 
on his account, while he had kept his own 
hands clean.” At which time he underftood, 
that the wicked are profecuted by God; that he 
docs not overlook any man, but beftows on the 
gf)od what is fuitable to them, and inflids a dc- 
ferved pnnifhment on the wicked. So lie fent 
to Nabafs wife, and invited her to come to him, 
to live w'ith him, and to be his wife. Where¬ 
upon file replied to thofc that came, that Ihe 
was not worthy to touch his feet; however 
/lie came w'ith all her fervants, and became his 
wdfe, having received that honour on account 
of her wife and righteous courfc of life. She 
alfo obtained the fame honour partly on ac¬ 
count of her beauty. Now David had a wife 
before, which he married from the city Abe- 
far ; for as to Michal, the daughter of king 
Saul, who had been David’s wife, her father 
had given her in marriage to Phalti, the fon 
of Laiflt, who was of the city Gallim. 

9. After this came certain of the Ziphites, 
and told Saul, that David w^as come again in¬ 
to their country, and that if he would afford 
tl;em his alfiftance they would catch him. So i 
he came to them wnth three thoufand armed | 
men ; and upon the ajipr-oach of the night, he | 
pitched his camp at a certain place called Ha- 
cJjilah. ’But when Dawid heard that Saul was 
coming againfl him, he fent fpies, and bid them 
let him know to w'hat place of the country 
Saul was already come ; and when they told ; 
him that he w^as at Hachilah, he concealed his , 
going away from his own companions, and 
came .to Saul's camp, hawing taken writh him 
Aliilhai, his filler Zeruiah’s Ton, and Ahimelcch, 
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the Hittite. Now Saul w'as afleep; and the 
armed men, with Abner their commander, lay 
round about him in a circle. Hereupon Da\id 
entered into the king’s tent, but he did neither 
kill Saul, though he knew where he lay, by' 
the I'pcar that was ftuck down by him, nor did 
he give leave to Abilhai, who would have kil¬ 
led him, and was earneflly bent upon it fo to 
do : For he faid, it was a horrid crime to kill 
one that was ordained king by God, although 
he were a wicked man ; for that he who gave 
him the dominion, would in time inflict punifh- 
ment upon him.” So he rellrained his eager- 
nefs: But that it might appear to have been in 
his power to have killed him when he refrain¬ 
ed from it, betook bis fpcar, and tl'.e criife of 
WMter which flood by Saul as be lay afleep, 
without being perceived by any in the camp, 
who were all allecp, and went fccurcly away, 
having performed every thing among llie king’s 
attendants that the oj'portunity afforded, and 
his hoklncfs encouraged him to do. So when 
he had paffed over a brook, and was gotten up 
to the top of an hill, whence he miglit be luf- 
ficiently lieard, he cried aloud to Saul’s loldicrs, 
and to Abner their commander, and awaked 
them out of their fleep, and called both to liirn 
and to the pco])]e. Hereupon the commander 
heard him, and afked who it was that called 
him ? To whom David replied, “ It is I, the 
fon of jeffc, whom you make a vagabond. 
But w’hat is the matter ? Doff thou that art a 
man of fo great dignity, and of the lirft rank 
in the king’s court, take fo little care of thy 
inafter’s body ? and is fleep of more confequence 
to thee than Ins prefervation, and thy care of 
him ? This negligence of yours defervos death, 
and puniflrment to be inflidled on you, w'ho 
never perceived w'hcn a little wdiile ago fome 
of us entered into your camp, nay, as far as to 
the king himfcif, and to all the reft of you. If 
thou look for the king’s fpear, and liis crufe 
of .water, thou wilt learn what a mighty mis¬ 
fortune was ready to overtake you in your very 
camp without your*know'ing of it.” Now when 
Saul kncMT David’s voice, and underftood, that 

3 E . when 
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when he had him in his power while he was 
ufleep, and his guards took no care of him, 
yet did not he kill him, but fpared.him, when 
he might juftly have cut him off, he faid. 
That “ he owed him thanks for his prefer- 
vation; and exhorted him to be of good 
courage, and not to be afraid of fuffering any 
inifchicf from him any more, and to return 
to his own home; for he was now perfuad- 
ed, that he did not love liimfelf fo well as 
lie tvas loved by him : that he liad driven 
away him that could guard him, and liad given 
many demonftrations of his good-will to him; 
that he had forced him to live fo long in a ftate 
of banifhment, and in great fears of his life, 
deftitute of his friends and his kindred, while Hill 
he W'as often hived by him, and freipiently re¬ 
ceived his life again Avhen it was evidently in 
danger of perilhing. So David bid tliein fend 
for the fpear and the crufc of ivater, and take 
them back; adding this withal. That “God 
would be the judge of both their difjiofitions, 

.• r.d of the aiilions (hat Howmd from the fame, i 
Vv’ho knows, tint when it was tliis day in my ; 
pemmr to liave killed thee, 1 abllained from it.” ; 

lo. 'rncs Saul having cfcapcd the hands of 
David twice, he went his w.iy to his royal pa- ' 
lace, and his own city ; Ihit David was afraid, ' 
l.lial if he Hayed there he ihoiild lie canglit by | 
Saul; fo he thought it better lo go up into the 
land of the VhUliVmes, and abide there. Ac¬ 
cordingly he came with the fix lumdred men 
that were witli him, to Achlih, the king ol Gath, 
which was one of their live cities. Now the 
king received both him and Ids men, and gave 
tlicm a place to inhabit in. Me liad with him 
alfo his two wives, Ahinoam and Abigail, and 
he dwelt in Gatli. But when Saul heard this, 
he took no farther care about fending to him, or 
roincr after him, becaufe he had been twice in a 
manner caught by him, while he wuis hirnfelf 
endeavouring to catch him. However, David 
had no mind to continue in the city of Gath ; 
but defired the king, that fmee he. bad received 
him with fiich humanity, t^at he would grant 
him another favour, and beHow upon him Ibme 
place of that couptry for liis habitation ; for,he 
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was afliamed, by living in.the city, to be griev¬ 
ous and burdenfome to him. So Achifli gave 
him a certain village called Zikktg ; which place 
David and his fons were fond of when he ryus 
king, and reckoned it to be their peculiar inhe¬ 
ritance. But about thofe matters we fliall give 
the reader farther information elfewhcrc. Now 
the time that David dwelt in Ziklag, in the 
land of the PhiliHines, was four months and 
tw'enty days. And now he privately attacked 
thofe Gelliurites and Amalckites that were 
neighbours to the PhiliHines, and laid'wallc 
their country, and took much prey of their 
bcaHs and camels, and then returned home ; 
but David abllained from the men, as fearing 
they ihould difeover him to king Achilh, yet 
did he fend part of the prey to him as a free 
gift. And wdien the king enquired whom they 
had attacked when they brought away the prey, 
he laid, thofe thatlay to the fouth of the |ewcs,and 
inhabited in the plain ; whereby he jicrfnaded 
Achilh to approve of what he had (lone; for 
he hoped that David had fought agaiiiH his 
owm nation, and that now he Ihould hayc him 
for his fervant all his life long, and that he 
would Hay in his country. 

CHAP. XIV. 

Mono Saul, upon God's not atipwer'ing him con- 
cef'nbig the Fight with the Phrlijlines, de¬ 
fined a nccroniautii Woman to raife up the Soul 
of Samuel to him ; and hoxv he died, ivith his 
Sons, upon the Ovcrthro%v of the Hebrews in 
Battle. 

§ I. BOUT the fame time the PliillHihcs 
Jf\.. rclblvcd to make war againH the If- 
raclitcs, and lent to all their confederates that 
they would go along with them to the war to- 
Reggan [near the city Shunera] ; vchcace they 
might gatlier ihemfelves together, and fudden- 
ly. attack the Hebrews. Then did Achilh, the 
king of Gath, .defire David to affiH them with 
his armed men againH the Hebrews. Tliis he 
readily proinifed ; and faid, that .the lime was 

now 
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now come wherein he might requite him for 
his kindnefs and hofpitality: So the king pro- 
mifed to make him the keeper of his body af- 
t.r\hc vlifory, fuppofing that the battle with 
tlie enemy fuceeeded to their mind : which pro- 
ijiil'e of honour and confidence he made on 
purpofe to increafe his zeal for his fervice. 

2. Now Saul,” the king of the Hebrews, had 
caft out of the country the fortune-tellers, and 
the necromancers, and all fuch as exercifed the 
like arts, excepting the projihets. But when 
he heard that the Philillincs were already come, 
uu'i had pitched their camp near to the city 
SImnem, lituate in the plain, he made hafte 
to opjiofc them with his forces : and when he 
was come to a certain mountain called Gilboa^ 
he pitc'icd his camp over agaiufl the enemy; 
hut wliea he faw the enemy’s army, he was 
greatly troubled, hecaufe it appeared to him to 
be numerous, and fuperior to Iris own ; and he 
enquired of (Jod by the prophets concerning 
the battle, that he might know before-hand 
avhat would be the event of it. And when 
God did not anlwcr him, Saul was under a 
hill greater dread, and his courage fell, fore- 
iceing, as was but rcafonable to I’uppofc, that 
milchief would befal him, now God was not 
there to alfill him ; yet did he bid his fervants 
to enquire out for him feme woman that was a 
necromancer, and called up the fouls of the 
dead, that lo he might know whether his af¬ 
fairs would fuceced to his mind; for this fort 
of necromantic women, who bring up the fouls 
of the dead, do by them foretcl future events 
to fuch as defirc them. And one of his fervants 
tojd him, that there was fuch a woman in tlic 
city Endor, but was known to nobody in the 
camp; herciq)on Saul })ut oflf his I'oyal ap¬ 
parel, and took two of lliofe his fervants with 
him whom he knew to be moft faithful to 
him, and came to Endor to the woman, and 
intreated her to a£l the part of a fortune-teller, 
and to bring up inch a foul to him as he flaould 
name to her. Cut when the woman oppofexl 

* This hi (lory of Saul’s confUltation,' not with a ivitch, 
as ^rtc'ndcr the Hebrewword here, but with a turminun- 
ccr, as the whole luftory (hews, is eaftly uiidcrftood, cl- 


his motion, and faid, “ She did not defplfe the 
king, who had banifhed this fort of fortune- 
tellers, and that he did not do well himfclf, 
when iliiC liad done him no haring to endeav¬ 
our to lay a fnare for her, and to difeovef that 
Ihe excrcifed a forbidden art, in order lo ju'O- 
cure her to he piinilhcd,” he fwarc that jio- 
botly j'hould know what ihe did, and that he 
would not tell any one elle what Ihc foretold, 
hut that die IhoLild incur no danger. As Ibou 
as he Iiad induced her by tins oath to fear u.o 
harm, he bid her bring iqi to him the ioul of 
Samuel. She not knowing wlio Samuel was, 
called him out of Hades. When lie ap])cared, 
and the woman faw one tliat was vtp.crab'e, 
and of a divine form, fire ^Yas in dillu dcr; and 
being aftoniflicd at the fight, flic laid, Au not 
thou king Saul ?” for Samuel had iufoimed 
her wdio lie was. When he had owned that 
to be true, and had allied her, “ Whence her 
dilbrdcr arofe ?” die fiid, 'Jliat “ die faw a 
certain perfon afeend, who in Ids form xvas 
like to a god.” And when he bid her tell 
him what he rcfembled, in what habit he 
appeared, and of wliat age he w'as ? liie told him, 
He was an old man already, and of a gjo- 
rious perfonage, and had on a faccruotal man¬ 
tle.” So the king difeovered by thde ligns 
that he was Samuel; and he fell down upon 
the ground, and fainted, ^^pd worlliippcd liiin. .j 
And when the foul of Samuel alkcd him, 

“ Why he had diRmbed him, and caufed him 
to be brouglit up ?” he lamented the ncceffity 
he was under ; for he faid, “ That his ene¬ 
mies preffed heavily upon him; that he was 
in diftrels what to tio in his prefent circum- 
Rances ; that he vras forlakcn of Ciod, and 
could obtain no predidlion of udiat was corn¬ 
ing, neither by prophets, nor Iiy di eam;;; and 
that thefe were the rcafons why 1 have re- 
courfe to thcc, wlio always tookcR care of 
me.” But * Samuel feeing tliat tlic end of 
Saul’s life was come, fiid, “ it is in vain for ■ 

thee ' 

pecially if m'c cnufult the recngniriotiF of Clement, ]’. I. 
chap. V. at large, and more l-ridiy, am! nearer tlic davy 

it : 
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tliee to defire to learn of mp any thing farther, 
when God hath forfaken thee ; However, 
hear what I fay, that David is to be king, and 
to linidi this w'ar with good iuccefs ; and thou 
art to lofc thy dominion and tliy life, hecauic 
thou dldft not obey Ch)d in the war with the 
Amalekitcs, and luilf not kept Ins coinmand- 
meitts, as 1 foretold to thee while 1 was alive. 
Know, therefore, that the people lhall be made 
fubjed to their enemies, and that thou, with 
thy Ions, fliall fall in the battle to-morrow, and 
thou fltalt then be wdth me [in Hades].” 

3. When Saul had heard tltis, he could not 
{peak for grief, and fell down on the floor, 
whether it were from the forrow that arofc 
upon what Samuel liad laid, or from his empti- 
uefs, for he had taken no f(;od the foregoing day 
nor ifight, he cafdy fell quite down : And when 
with difficulty he had recovered himfelf, tlie 
woman would force lum to eat, begging tltis of 
him as a favour, on account of licr concern in 
tliat dangerous inliaucc of fortune-telling, 
which it was not lawful for Iter to have done, 
bccaule of the fear flic was under of the king, 
avhilc Ihc knew not who he was, yet did Ihe 
undertake it, and go through witli it ; on 
•'vlfieh account flic inlreated him to admit 
tl.at a table and food might he let before Kim, 
il'.at lie might rccollecl Ids flrength, and fo 
get laic to his own eanqi. And when lie o]!- 
])oied her motion, and entirely rejeded it, by 
.eafon of Ids anxiety, flic forced him, and at 
iall perluaded liiin to it. Now flie had one 
e: if that llic was very fond of, and one that 
it e took a great deal of tare of, and fed it lier- 
jcli’; i'or (he was a woman that got her living 
hy the labour of her own hands, and had no 
o'her podlffion but that one c.ilf; tliis flic kil¬ 
led, and made ready its fleflt, and fet it before 

'if Siavi l, Eci'lef. xKi. 20. Samuel prophijicd after his 
(Ir'.e, nrd /lee-ived t'\’ las rad, ami l/ft up his 'aoir- from 
the pivpheet, to idr' out the iruh’diief of ihe people. 

Kdv i.loas the ex i^tnck <1; ihc accoinpliflimf.it of thi:> pn- 
(iii lioti, til',' taiy next day, pormit us to fuppofc any int- 
pofi'ion iipoe Saul in tlic prefent hillory ; f'tr as lo .til 
ir.odora hypotlions ayaiiiil the natural I'cnfc of fucli aii- 
( iciit ami autluMitic Inilories, I take them to be of \cry 
itna.b value or coiiuderatuin. 
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his fervants and himfelf. So Saul came to the 
camp while it was yet night. 

4. Now it is but juft to * recommend the 
generohty of this woman; becaufe, whenjhe 
king liad forbidden her to ufc that art, whence 
her circumftanecs were bettered and improved, 
and when Ihc had never lecn the king before, 
fhe ftill did not remember to his diladvantage 
that he had condemned her fort of learning; 
and dill not refufe him as a flrangcr, and one 
that ihc had had no acqiiaituanec with ; but flu- 
had eompaffioii upon him, and comforted liiin, 
and cxliortcd him to do what he evas greatly 
averfe to, and ofi'ered him the only creatiiic 
flic had, as a poor woman; and that eanieifly, 
and with great humanity, while llie liad no re¬ 
quital made licr lor licr kiiidnci's, nor hunted 
alter any future favour from liim, lor ihe knew 
he was to die ; whereas men arc naturallv ei- 
tlicr ambitious to pleal'c tlioie that beflov; iitne- 
flts upon them, or arc very nady to ferve thofe 
from whom they may receive lome advantage. 
It wotild he well, tliereforc, to imitate the ex¬ 
ample of this woman, and to <lo kindnefl'es to 
all fuch as are in want ; ami to think that no¬ 
thing is better, nor more becoming mankind, 
than fuch a general hcnelicem e, nor what will 
fooner render God favourable, and ready to 
heftow' good things upon us. And fo far may 
iufficc to have fpoken eoncerning this woman. 
But I ihall fpeak farther upon another iub- 
jeefl, wliich will aflord me the opportunity of 
difeourfing on what is for the advantage of 
cities, and people, and nations, and fuited to 
the taftc of good men, and will encourage them 
all in the profccution of virtue, and is capable 
of {hewing them tlic method ol acipiiring glo¬ 
ry, and an cverlafting fame, and of imprinting 

in. 

Thefo great commendations of tliis necromantic ■wo¬ 
man of Emior, and of ,Saul’s martial courage, wlicii yet 
iic knew lie fhoiiid die in tlie battle, arc fomcwlnii uri- 
ufual digrcllions in jofepbus. They teem to me cxtrarl- 
ctl from feme l|ieeclics or declamations of his, compofed 
formerly, in the way of oratory, that lay by him, and 
which he thought fit to infert upon ibit •'cafion. Sec 
before on Antiq. 15 . II. ch. vi. J t?. 
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in the kings of nations, and the rulers of cities, 
great inclination and diligence of doing well; 
as alfo of encouraging them to undergo dan- 
^s:s, and to die for their countries, and of in- 
ftru fling them how to defpife all the moft ter¬ 
rible adverfities : And I liave a fair occafion 
offered me to enter on fuch a difeourfe by Saul, 
the king of the Hebrews; for although he 
knew what -was coming upon him, and that 
he was to die immediately, by tho prediflion 
of the prophet, he did hot refolt^ to fly from 
dcatii, nor fo far to indulge the love of life, 
as to betray his own people to the ct^my, or 
to bi'ing a difgrace on his royal digaky ; but 
expofmg himfelf, as well as all his family and 
children, to dangers, he thought it a brave 
tiling to fall together with them, as he' was 
fighting for his fubjeds; and that it was better 
his Tons fhould die thus, flicwing their courage, 
than to leave them to their uncertain coiidud 
afterward; while, inltead of fucceffion and pof- 
tcrity, they gained commendation and a lafting 
name. Such an one alone feems to me to be a juft, 
a courageous, and a prudent man ; and when 
any one has arrived at thefe difpofitions, or 
lhall hereafter arrive at them, he is the man 
who ought to be by all honoured with the 
teftimony of a virtuous or courageous man ; 
for as to thofe that go out to war with hopes 
of fuccefs, and that they ftiall return fife; 
luppofmg they ftiould have performed fome 
glorious adion, I think thofe do not do well 
who call thefe valiant men, as fo many hifto- 
rians and other writers who treat of them are 
wont to do, although I confefs thofe do juftly 
defervefome commendation alfo; but thofe on¬ 
ly'may be filled courageous and bold in great 
undertakings, and defpifers of adverfities, who 
imitate Saul; for, as for thofe that do not know 
w'hat the fevent of war will be as to themfelvcs, 
and though they do not faint in, it,. l?»ut deliver 
themfclves up to uncertain futurft^, and arc 
tolled this way and that way; this is not fo 
very eminent an inftanc#of a generous mind, 
although they happen to ji^rfortn many great 
exploits ; but when mpns minds ex|Sed no 
goocKevent, but they know before-Eaad they 


rnuft (lie, and that they muft undergo that 
deith in the battle alfo ; ^terthis, neither to be 
affrighted, nor to be afloiiiflicd at the terrible 
fate that is coming, but to go directly upon it^ 
when they know it before-hand, this it is that 
1 efteem the character of a man truly courage- 
ous. Accordingly this Saul did, and thei'eby 
dcinonftrated, that all men who defire fame af¬ 
ter they are dead, are fo to atft as they mar 
obtain the fame; This efpecially concerns kings, 
who ought not to think it enough iu their high 
ftation, that they are not wicked in the govern¬ 
ment of their fubje<fty, but to be no more than 
moderately good to them. I could fay more 
than this about Saul, and his courage, ihcfu!> 
jed affording matter fiifficient; but that I may 
not appear to run oift improperly in his com¬ 
mendation, I return again to that hifloiy frotti 
which I made this digrtilion. 

5. Now when the Philiftincs, as I faid before, 
had pitched their camp, and had taken an ac¬ 
count of their forces, according to their nations, 
and kingdoms, and governments, king Achifli 
came laft of all with his own army; after whom 
came David with his fix hundred armed men. 
And when the commanders of the I’liiliflincs 
faw him, they afked the king, whence thefe 
Hebrews came? and at whofc invitation? He 
anfvvered, That “ it was David, who was fled 
away from his iiiaftcr Saul, and that he had en¬ 
tertained him vdieii he came to him, and that 
now he was willing to make him this requital 
for his favours, and to avenge himfeU upon 
Sail’ and fo was become his confederate/* 
Tne commanders complained of this, that he 
had taken him for a confederate who was an 
enemy, and gave him counfel to fend him a- 
way, left he fhould unawares do his iVietuIr, a 
great deal of mifehief by entertaining him ; for 
that he afforded him an opportunity of b/eing. 
reconciled to his maftcr, by doing mifclucf to 
our army. They thcreupou defired him, out 
of a prudent foreffght of this, to fend hinuawiy, 
with his four hundred armed men, to the plire 
he had given him for his habitation; for that 
this’ Was that David whom the virgins celcbra- 
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tccl in their hymns, as having defiroyed many 
ten thoufands of the Philiftines. When the 
king of Gath heard this, he tliought they fpake 
well j fo he called David, and laid to him, 
“ As for myi’elf, I can boar witnefs that thou 
haft Ihewn great diligence and kindnefs about 
me, and on thu\t account it was that 1 took thee 
for rny confederate; however, Avhat 1 have done 
docs not pleal'e the commanders of the Philif- 
tincs; go, therefore, within a day’s time, to the 
place I have given tlice, without fufpc(fting any 
harm, and there keep my country, left any of 
our enemies fhoukl make an incurfion upon it, 
which will be one part of that aftiftance which 
1 expetb from thee.” So David came to Zik- 
lag, as the king of Gath bid him ; but it hap¬ 
pened, that wliile he was gone to the affiftance 
of the Philiftines, the Amalckites had made an 
incurfion, and taken Ziklag before, and had 
burnt it; and when they had taken, a great 
deal of other prey out of that place, and Qftt of 
the other parts of the Philiftines countiy, they 
departed. 

6, Now when David found that Ziklag wais 
laid wafte, and that it was all fpoiled, and 
tiiat as well his own wives, which-were two, 
as the wives of his-^ companions, with their 
children, were made cajitives, he prefcnlly 
rent his deaths, weeping and lamenting, to¬ 
gether with his friends; and indeed he was 
fo caft down with thefc misfortunes, that at 
length tears themfolves failed him. He was 
aifo in danger of being ftoued to death by his 
companions, who w'erc greatly aftlided at the 
captivity of their wives and diiidren ; for tliey 
laid the blame upon him &f wlmt had happen¬ 
ed : But when he had rdicovcred himfelf out of 
his grief, and had railed Up his niitul to God, 
lie] dehred the high prieft yVbiathar to put on 
his facerdotal garments, and to enquire of 
God, and to projihefy to him, “ Whether God 
w^ould grant, that if he purfued after the Amar 
lekitCvS, he ftiould overtake them, and lave 
their wivet, and their cliildren, and avenge 
himfelf on the enemies And when the 
high prieft bid him to purfue after them, lie 
marched apace, with his four hundred men, 


after the enemy; and when he was come to 
a certain brook called Befor^ and had light up¬ 
on one that was wandering about, an Egyptian 
by birth, who was almoft dead with want and 
famine (for he had continued wandering a- 
bout without food in the wilderncfs three days) 
he firft of all gave him fuftenance, both meat 
and drink, and thereby refrelhed him: He 
then alked him, to wdiom he belonged ? and 
whence he came ? Whereupon the man told 
him, he wa^; an Egyptian by birth, and wnas 
left behind by his mailer, bccaufc he ■’’''as fo 
ftek and weak that he could not follow him. 
He allb informed him, that he was one of 
thofc that had burnt and plundered not only 
Other parts of Judea, but Ziklag itfelf alfo. So 
David made ufe of him as a guide to fmd out 
the Amalekites; and when he had overtaken 
them, as they lay fcaltered .about on the ground, 
fome at dinner,, fome difordcred and entirely 
drunk wdth wine, and in the fruition of their 
fpoils and their prey, he fell upOn them on the 
fuchJen,. and made a great (laughter among 
them j for they were naked, and expcdled no 
fiich thing, but had betaken themlelves to 
drinking and fcafting, and fo they were all 
eafily deftroyed. Now fome of them thar were 
overtaken, as they lay at the table, were (Iain 
in t'^iat pofture ; and their blood brought up 
•with it their meat and their drink. They flew 
others of them a*"- they were drinking to 
ojie another in their cups, and fome of them 
when their full bellies had made them f.dl a- 
fleep ; and for fo many as had time to put 
on all their armour, they hew them with the 
(word, with no lefs cafe then they did thofc 
that were naked: and for the partifan.s of Da¬ 
vid, they continued .alfo the daughter fromvthe 
lirft hour of the day to the evening 5 fo that 
there were not above four hundred of the Ama¬ 
lekites leJft, and they only efcaped by getting 
upon their dromedai'ies and camels. Accord¬ 
ingly David, recovered not only all the other 
fpoils which the enemy' had carried .away, but 
his wives alfo, and the wives of his compani¬ 
ons : But when they wore come to the plioe 
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where they had left the two hundred' men, 
which were not able to follow them, but were 
left to take care of the duff, the four hundred 
cAen did not think fit to divide among them 
any odier parts of what they had gotten^ or of 
the prey, fmee they did not accompany them, 
but pretended to be feeble, and did not follow 
them in the purfuit of the enemy, but faid, 
they ihould be contented to have fafely recover¬ 
ed their wives ; yet did David pronounce, that 
this opinion of theirs Vvias evil and unjud, and 
that wlicn God had granted them luch a fa¬ 
vour, that they had avenged therafelves on their 
enemi'-s. and !iad recovered all that belonged 
to themrelves, they Ihould make an equal dif- 
tribution of wliat ihcy liad gotten to all, be- 
caufe tlic roll had tarried liehind to guard their 
fluff; and from tliat time this law obtained a- 
uiong them, that tliofe who guarded the fluff 
fhould receive an equal lliare with thofe that 
fought in the battle. Now when David was 
come to Ziklag, he feat portions of the fpoils 
to all that hatl been fliiniliar with him, and to 
his friends in the tribe of Judah : And thus 
ended th • alfairs of the plundering of Ziklag, 
and of the flaughter oftlie Amalekiles. 

7. Now upon the Philiflines joining battle, 
thefe followed a fliarp engagement, and the 
Philiflines became the comjuerors, and Ulw a 
great number of their enemies ; hut Saul, the 
king of Ifracl, and liis fons, fought courageouf- 
ly, and with the utmofl. alacrity, as knowing 
that their entire glory lay in nothing elfe but 
dying honoiirahiy, and cxpoiing themfeives to 
tlie utmofl danger from tlie enemy (for they 
had nothing elfe to hope for) ; lb they brough.t 
upon themfeives the whole power of the ene¬ 
my, till they were encompaifed round and flain; 
but not before they had killed many, of, th.e 
PhiliftincKS. Now the Sons of Saul were Jona¬ 
than, and Ahinadab, and Malchifua; and when 
thefe were'flain, the multitude of the Hebrews 
•were put to flight, and all'was diforder and 
confufion, and flaughter, upon■ the Philiflines 
preffmg in upon .them : But Saul hhnfelf fled, 
having a ftrong body of foldiers about him ; 
a^.^pon the Philiftines fending after them 


thofe that threw javelins and Ihot arrows, he 
loll all his company except a few ; as for him- 
Icli', he fought with great bravery, and when 
he liad received lo many wounds, that he was 
not able to bear up, nor to nppofc any longer, 
and yet was not able to kill himfclf, he bid his 
artiKHir-bearer draw his fword, and run him 
throiiglr, before the enemy fhoultf take him 
alive; But his armour-bearer not daring to kill 
his maftcr, he drew Ids own fword, and jdaeing 
himlclf over againfl its i)oint, he threw himfclf 
upon it, and wlien he could neither run it 
through him, nor, by leaning againfl it, make 
the fword pafs through liim, he turned him 
round, and afleed a certain young man that 
flood by, who he was ? and when he under- 
flood tiiat he was an Ainalekitc, he defired 
him to force the fword through him, b'ecauie 
he was not able to do it with his own hands, 
and thereby to procure him fuch a death as 
he defired. Ibis the young man did accord¬ 
ingly ; and he took the golden bracelet that 
was on Saul’s arm, and his royal crown that 
was on his head, and ran away: i'ind when 
Saul’s armour-bearer faw that he was flain, he 
killed himfclf; nor did any of the king’s guards 
clcape, Imt they all fell upon the mountain 
called Gilboa. lJut when thofe Hebrews that 
dwelt in the valley beyond Jordan, and thofe 
who had their cities in tlie plain, heard that 
Saul and his fons were fallen, and that the mul¬ 
titude about them were deftroyed, they left 
their ow-n cities, and fled to fuch as were the befl 
fortified and fenced ; and the Philiflines find¬ 
ing thole cities deierted, came and. dwelt in 
them.. 

S. On the next day, when the Philiflines 
came to ftrip their enemies that were flain, 
they got the bodi,e.s of Saul, and of ids Tons, 
and llrippcd, them, and cut ofl' tlu ir heads; 
and they feut mefiengers all about (licir coun¬ 
try, to acquaint them that their enemies were 
fallen ; and they dedicated their arm(;ur in the 
temple of Aflrafe, hut hung their bodies on, 
crolies at the walls of the city Bclhlhan, ^vhid: 
is.no.w called .S'rr/G/'c//j'. But wliea the luha- 

bb.ant ■ 
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bitaiits of Jabcfli Gile^jJ heard that thejr had 
dlfmembetcd the dead bodies of Saul, and of 
his fbns, tliey deemed k fo horrid a thing to 
overlook this barbarity, and to fuffer them to be 
without funeral rkesf that the moft courageous 
and hardy among them (and indeed that city 
had in it men that were very ftout both in body 
and mind) jouriicyed all night, and came to 
Bcthihan, and approached to the enemies wall, 
and taking down the bodies of Saul and of his 
Ions, they carried them to Jaberti, while the 
enemy were not able enough, nor hol’d enough 
to hinder them, becaufc of their great courage ; 
So the peopfe of Jaheifh avept all iri general, 
and buried their bodies in the bell place of their 

* This way of fpealciii" in Jofepluis, of fifting /even 
days ivHhoiit meat cr dthii, is almpft hkc that of St Paul’s, 
Ails xxvli. yA/j ciny is thefourteo-tb day tfoat ye have 

turnedf and eontitpted fajlmg, having taken nalhing ; ees 
the nature of tlie thing, and the ■im)X)j]iblity of iliiflly 
faftinglo long, require us here to utulctRano ftoth Jofe-- 
]ihu;> and the facictl author of tliis hilTory, i Sam. xxxi. 

f.o.n »vhoin lic took it, oionly failing till the evening;' 
io mull MT uiidtriland <St Paul, either tha| thia was re.d- 
]y dvK j-jurteenlh day ol their tempeiluous weatlwr in the 
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; country, which was named Aroura-, and they 
ohferved a public mourning for- them feven 
days, with their, wives- and children, beating 
their breafts, and lamenting tb6 king and h'ls 
Tons, * without-falling either meat or drink 
[till the evening]. 

9. To this-his end did Saul come, according 
to the prophecy of Samuel, becaufc he dlfobey- 
ed the commands of God about the Amalekites, 
'and on,the account of hb deftroying the lami- 
ly of Ahimclech the high priell, wdth Ahimc-- 
lech himfelf, and the city of the high j rlcfls 
Now Saul, when he had reigned eighteen yeaii. 
while Samuel was alive^ and after his death twO 

I [and twenty] ended his life in this uiauner. 

[‘ Adriaiic fea, ns ver. 27. :inc! that cu thh huntc.-nth day 
-nhuic rln-y- liad cantinued fajiir.g, end /, -t t/hn nnlami hc- 
foic the evuniiig. T’hc rmiuiou of tin 11 ! ng {/’'fuier. - 
ver. 21.' inclines me to believe tlx- fmmci tip'iuauin 
to be the truth, and that the < de w is tiun fu> .1 fc-n- 
hight what u was hue for a ivctf, .nut tln.t tl, v lip’ ill 
thofc days entirely as f.ilh> nil the evcn.-ig, hut mil hiuju’i- 
See judg. XX. 26. XXI. 2. t Sam. xiv. 2-.. 2 .S.mi. 1. 12. 
Antiq. B. VIL chap. vii. j 4. 


BOO K* VII. 

'Containing the Interval of Forty Tears, 

[From the Death of Saul to tlie Death of David.] 


CHAP. I. 

How David reid'iied over one Drthc at Hebron.^ 
■while the Son of San! reigned over the Rejl 
of the Multitude; and how., in the Civil 
War ■which then a^fe^ Afabel and Abner 
werefain. 

HIS light proved to be on the 
fame day whereon David was 
come back to.Ztklag, after he hai 
overcome the Amalekites. Now when he had 



; been already two days at Ziklag, there camtf tb 
him the man who flew Saul, which was the 
third day after the light. He had efeaped out 
of the battle which the Ifraclitcs had Vith the 
Philiftxncs, and had his cloaths rent,’ and alhes 
upon his head. And when be load made his 
pbeifance to David, he enquired of him whepce 
became? Xde replied from the battle dPlhc 
BSfaelkes: and he informed him,-i fhal'the 
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of it was unfortunate, many ten thoufands of 
the Ifraelites having been cut off, am! Saul, to¬ 
gether with his fons, flain* He alfo faid, (hat 
he could well give him thisinfbrmatlon,.becaufe 
he was prcfent at. the. victory gained over the 
Hebrews, and was with the king when he fled: 
nor did he, deny that ho had hiiufclf fiain the 
king, \vhcn he was ready to be taken by'tlie 
enemy, and he himfelf exhorted him to do it, 
becauTe when he was fallen oh his fword,'hi8 
grc.''r wounds had made him fo weak that he 
was not able to kill himfelf; ,Hc alfo produced 
dcinonflraiions that the king was flain, which 
were the gold.'^tiubracclets that had been on. .the 
king’s arms, and his crown, which he had taken 
away from Saul’s dead body, and had brought 
them to him. So David having no longer any 
room to call in queftion the truth of what he 
laid, but feeing mull evident marks that Saul 
was dead, he rent his garment, and continued 
.'ill that day vidth his companions, in weeping 
and lamentation. This grief was augmented 
by tin; confuieration of Jonathan, the fon of 
Saul, who had been his moft faithful friend,and 
the occafion of his own deliverance. He alfo 
dcinonRratcd himfelf to have fuch great virtue, 
and fuch great kindnefs for Saul, as not only 
to i;;ka his death to heart, though he had-been 
frequently in danger of lofmg his life by his 
means, but to punilb him that flew him : For 
when David had faid to him, that he was be¬ 
come his own accufer, as the very man who 
had flain the king, and when he had undcr- 
flooJ that he was the fon of an Amalekite, he 
commanded him to be flain. He alfo commit¬ 
ted to writing fome lamentations tind funeral 
commendations of Saul and Jonathan, which 
have continued to my own age. 

2, Naw when David had paid thefe hon¬ 
ours to the king, he left off his mpurning; 
and enquired of God by the prophet, which 
of the cities of the tribe, called the tribe of 
Judah, he would beftow upon him to dwell 
in? "Who anfwered, That he beifowed upon 
him Hebron.^ So he left Zflclag^ ajid to 
Hebron, and took with him his wivtfe, which 
were in number two, and his armed men ;' 

No. X. 
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whereupon all the people of the fore-mention¬ 
ed tribe came to him, and-ordained him their 
king. But wdren lie heard that the inhabitants 
of jabeflt Qilcad had buried Saif and his foils 
[honourably] he fent tp them, and commend¬ 
ed thGm,,ai^d took vrhat they had done kindly, 
and promifed to make them amends for their 
care of thofe that'Were dead ; and at the fame 
time,he informed them, that the tribe of Judah 
had.chofen him for their king. 

3. But as foon as Abner, the fob of Ner, 
j who was genera! of Saul’s army, and a very 
aftive man, and good-natured, knew that the 
king, and Jonathan, and his two other fons, 
were fallen in the battle, he made hafte into the 
camp} and taking away with him the remain¬ 
ing fon of Saul, whofe name was 
he palled over to the land beyond Jordan, and 
ordained him the king of the whole multitude, 
excepting the tribe of Judah ; and niade his 
royal feat in a place called in our -own language 
Mahamiim, but in the language of tJic Grecians, 
I’he Campf : From whence Abner made h'afte, 
with a felcdl body of foldiers, to fight with 
fuch of the tribe of Judah, as were difpofed 
to it; for he w^as angry that this tribe had fet 
up David for their king. But Joab, v.^hofe fa¬ 
ther was Suri,and his mother Zeruiah, David’s 
filler, who was general of David’s army, met 
him, according to David’s appointment. He 
had with him his brethren Abilbai, and Afa- 
hel, as alfo all David’s armed men. Noev 
when he met Abner at a certain fourt.'un, in 
the city Gibeon, he prepared to fight : And 
w^hen Abner faid to liim, that he had a mind 
to know which of them had the more valiant 
foldiers, it was agi'eed between them, that 
tw^elve foldiers of each fide Chould iiglit toge¬ 
ther. So thofe that w'cre chofen out by both 
the generals for this fight, ^came betw-een the 
two armies, and throwing their lances one 
dgainfl; the other, they drewir their /words, and 
catching one another by the head, they licid 
one another fall, and eacli others fvvmrds 
into their fides and jgfoJbs, -until they all, as 
it were by-mutual agreement perilhed together. 

When 
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When thcle were fallen down dead, the rell of 
the army came to a fore battle, and Abner’s 
men were beaten ; and when they, vvere beaten, 
joab.dul not leave off purfuing them, but he 
prcll'cd upon ihcrn, and excited, the foldiers to 
follow them clofe, and not to grow weary of 
Liliing them. His brethren alfo ptiri'ued them 
with great alacrity, and cfpecially iKc younger 
xVlahcl, who was the moft eminent of them. 
He was very farnous for his fwiftnefs of foot; 
for he could not only be too hard for men, but 
is reported to have over-run, an horfe when 
they h.ad a race .together. This Afahcl ran 
violently after Abner, and would not turn in 
the leaft out of the ftraitway, either j:o the one 
fulc, or to the other. Hereupon Abner turned 
back, and attempted artfully to avoid his vio¬ 
lence. Sometimes lie bade him leave off the 
purhiit, and take the armour ^ of one of his 
foldiers ; and fometimes, when lie could not 
pcrhiade him io to do, he exhorted him to re- 
jtrain himfelf, and not to prirfue him any long¬ 
er, hdl he thould force him to kili .lrirn, and lie 
diculd then not be able to look.his brother in the 
t ice. But when Afahe! w’onld not admit of 
•my pcrfuafions, hut dill continued to purfuc 
him, Abner fmote him with his fpear, as he 
iicld it in his flight, and that by a back ftrokc, 
and cave liim a deadly vvound, fo that he died 
cnmcdiaUly ; but tliofe that were with him 
•pnrtiting Abner, when tliey came to the. place 
-vliere Aiahel lay, they Hood round aliout the 
dead body-, and left off the purluit of . the ene- 
;ny. 1 lowcver, both Joab himfelf, and his 
Inother Ablfiuii, ran pall the dead corps, and 
making- their anger at the death of Afahtb an 
ooc.i,fioa of greater zeal agaioft, Abner, they 
vcciit on,with incredible hailc and alacrity, and 
piirfucd Abner to a certain-place called Ammah: 
it was about fuit-fet. Tiien did Joab afeend a 
certain .hill, as he flood at that place, having 
the tribe of Benjamin wdth him, whence, he 
took a viev/ of them., and of alfo. Hercr 

upon Abner cried aloud, and fitid, “ That it 

f 

* It rniglit Ik'ic to be noted, that Joab, and Abifhai, 
a-.d V,rso all tljvcc JAvidh nephews, the fops 


was not fit that they Ihould irritate men of the 
fame nation to fight fo bitterly one againft an¬ 
other: that as for Afahel his brother, he was him¬ 
felf in the wrongyvhen he would not be advifed 
by him not to pUrfue him any farther, which 
was the occafion pf his wounding and death.” 
So. Joab coiifented to what he laid, and ac¬ 
cepted thefe Ids words as an excufc [about 
Afahel] and called the foldiers back with the 
found of the trumpet, as a figfial for their re¬ 
treat, and thereby put a flop to any farthep' 
purfup. After which Joab pitclied his camp 
there that night; but Abner marched all that 
night, and paffed over the river J(>rdan, and 
came to Ilhbofheth, Saul’s Ion,'to Malianaim. 
On the next day Joab counted the dead men, 
and took care of all their funerals. Now there 
wereflain of Abner’s foldiers about llircc hundred 
and lixty, but of thole of David nineteen, and 
Afahel, \\hofe body Joab and Abilhai carried 
to Bethlehem ; and v/hcu they had buried him 
in the fepulchre of tlieir fatliers, they came to 
David to Hebron. From this time thcreiojc 
there began an intefliue war, which lalicd a 
great while, in which the followers of David 
grew ftronger in the dangers they underwent, 
and the. fervants and fubjedfs of Saul’s fons did 
aim oft every day become weaker. 

4, About this time David was become tlie 
father of fix fons, Itorn of as many incJthers. 
The eldeft washy Abinc.am, and he wa.s called 
Amuon ; the fecond was Daniel^ by liis wife Abi¬ 
gail ; ihe name of the third was Abfalotn^ by 
Maachah, the daughter of Talmai, king of Gc- 
fliur; the fourth he named Adonijab^ by his wife 
Haggith ; the fifth was Sbephaiiab^ by Abitail ; 
the iixth he called Itbrcam^ by Fglah. Now 
while tills inteftinc war went on, and while 
the fuhjeels of the twm kings came frccjuently 
to adlion, and to fighting, it was Abner, the 
general of the boll of Saul’s fon, wlio, by his 
prudence, and the great intereft he Itad among 
the multitude, made! them all continue witli 

l£h- 

pf, liifl filler Zeruiab, ar, i Chr. ii. i6.*.and that Amafa 
■w^as alfo Ills pephe-'.v, by biy other filler Abigail,'V'e-r.-i 7. 
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Iftibofheth; and indeed it was a coniiderablc j 
time that they continued of his party ; but af¬ 
terward Abner was blamed, and an accufation 
was laid againfl him, that he went in unto 
fiaul’s concubine: her name was Ri/pab, the 
daughter of Aiah. So when he was com- 
plained of by Ilhbolheth, he tvas \;ery uneafy, 
.lud angry at it, becaufe he had not juftice 
done him by Ifhbofheth, to tt’horn he had 
thewa the greatefl kindnels ; whereupon lie 
threatened that he would transfer the kingdom 
to David, a.ud demonftrate that he did not 
1 i.;Ie over the people beyond Jordan by his 
owii abilities jiji^vifdcun, hat by his watrllke 
rondutd; and lidelity, in leading his army. So 
)i^lent anib.ilfadors to Hebron ■to David, and 
(Iciired that he vvonild give him fccurity upon 
o.itl), that he would cfleem him his companion 
ami ills friend, upon condition that he ihould 
jicriuade tlic people to leave Saul’s fon,. and to 
c.'ioolc him Ling of the wliole country. And 
wdica David !iad made that league with Abner, 
for he 'vV.is ple ifcd with his mcdflige to him, 
he^ieh'cd that he would give this as the firfl 
marK. of peifonnance of the prefent league, 
that he miglat have his avife Mlchal reftored to 
him, as her whom he had purchaied with 
great hazards, and with thofe fix Imndretl 
heads of the P.biiifiincs avhleh he had brought 
to Saul her father. So .ALbner took Michal 
from Phalticl,- who was then her hufband, 
and fent her to David, lihboflicth hintfclf af¬ 
fording him his aflillance, for David had wndt- 
ten to him that of right he ought to have this 
lus wdfe rdlorcd to him. . Abner alfo.called to¬ 
gether the elders of the multitude^. the com¬ 
manders, and captains of thoufands, andfpakc 
thus to them, .That “ he had formerly diifuad- 
ed them from their own refolution when.they 
were ready to. fopfake Iflahoflaeth, and to join 
themfelves to Daivid ; that, however, he now 
gave them leave fo to do, if they had a mind 
to it; for, they knew that God had appointed 
David to be king of all the Iiebrew§, by Sa¬ 
muel the prophet;, and had foretold .that he 
ihould punith the IJdlidines, and overcome 
and bring them under.” No.w when 
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the ciders and rulers heard this, and undcr- 
llocd that Abner was come over to thofe fenti- 
meats about the public affairs which they were 
of before, they changed their mcafiues, and’ 
came in to David. When thcle men had a- 
giocd to Abner’s propolal, he called logethciV 
rile tribe of Benjamin, for all of that tribe 
were the guards of lllibothetli’s body, anti lie 
.ip;ikc’ to them to tlie lame pUrpofe. And 
when he faw that tlicy did not in the lead op- 
pol'e what he faicl; but rcfigned themfelves up 
to his opinion, he took about twenty of his 
friends, and came to David, in order to re ¬ 
ceive himfelf fecurity upon oath from him; 
for we may juflly elleem thole tiaings to be- 
firmer which e\;ery one of lA do liy C'mlelvca, 
than thofe which we do by another. lie allv) 
gave him an account of v/hat he fuul laid to 
the rulem, and to the whole tribe of Bv-njamin. 
And wdicri David had received him in n'ctmrrc - 
ous manner, and liad treated him wif'i meat 
hofpitaiity for many days, y\hucr, wr.ku lie 
w'as dilmilfcd, ddirtd him to jicnuit iiim to 
bring the multittule valh him, that lie might 
deliver up the government to him, when 'h;• 
vid himlelf was- prelcnl, and a fpi.ci.a!'.c' (u 
what was done. 

5. When David had fent Abner away, fo¬ 
al), the general of hi$ army, catm. irnmedia; elv 
to Tfebron ; and wdicn he had underllood that 
Abner had been witii David, and had parted 
with him a little before under leagues and agree¬ 
ments, that the government tf^ould he deliver¬ 
ed iip to ibavid, lie feared Ldl David Piould 
place Abner, who iiad a/ffted him to gain the 
kingdom, in the firfi rank of dignity, cipccial’v 
fince he was a flirewd man in oile r rctpedis, !!• 
undcrflanding affairs, and in mamiging tlient 
artfully,, as proper feafons fhoiild rcipiiie, and 
that he fhouid himlelf be jnit low er, asid be di'- 
prived of. the emnmand of. the army ; lo he 
took a knavith-and a vvicked courfe. In the 
firft.] 5 lacc, .he eri(l(...rvoafc<l to cahunniate Ab¬ 
ner to the king, c.ciiortiug him to Itavc a c tre 
of himj and not lo give attention to .,vd;:it hv 
had engaged to do tor him., bccaufc al! he did ■ 

'euded 




tended tor confirm tkc govemnient to Satfi’s iaaie/tfiey acquire theitt by ten tUbufand evil 
fon : that he came to him deceitfully* .and prajOjices: j fo when they ate afiraid of lofing 
with guile, and was gone away in hi^s of thtm, they get them confirmed to them by 
gaining his purpofe by this management. Biit bradices much‘Wotfe than the former, as if 
when he could not thus perfuade David, hpe [no] other calamity fo teprible could befal them 
few him at all exalperated, he betook hinrfetf as the failure of acquiring fo exalted an au¬ 
to a proj e£h bolder than the former. • He d^* ' thori^ ? and when thc^ have acquired it, and 
terrained to'kill Abnef, and in order thei^o by long cuftom found the fweetnefs of it, the 
he fent fome meflengers, after him, toWhbhn lofing it agairPt and fince this laft Would be 
he gave iacharge, that when they ftioukl over- the jheavjeC of all afHidions, they all of them 
take him, ‘they ihould rrecd him in Dav/id’s eontnve and venture upon the moft difficult 
name, smd tell him,. thk he had fomewhat to actions, out of the fear of lofing the fame, 
fay to him about his affairs which be hid hot But let it fuffice that I have made thefe fhort 
remembered to fpeak of when he was with reflexions upon that fufcjeXs,. 
him. Now-when Abner heard what ‘ themef- . 6. -When David heard.that Abner was flain, 

fcngers'fmd;(for they overtoqk‘,him in a certain ^it grlgved hi&' foul; and he called all mervto 
place called BeftreC^ which-was diftant firpm witnefs, with ftretchingout his hands to God, 
Hebron twenty furlongs) he fufpeXed none of and crying out, that he was not a partaker in 
the mifehief which waS befelling him, aiid ’ the murder of Abner, and that his death was 
eame back. .Hereupon joab raet'him in the not procured by his command or approbation, 
gate, and received him, in the kindeft manner, He^fo wiffied the heavieft curfes might light 
he were Abner’s moft-benevolent' ac- upon him that flew him, and upon his whole 
quaintance aiid friend ; fpr fiich. as,-undertake houle,^and he devoted “thole that had affifted 
the vileliaXions,. in order to prevent the fufpi- him in .this murder to the feme penaltie^n 
cion of. any private mifehief intended, do fre- its accounit; for, he took care not to appear 
quently make .the greateft pretences to what to have had any hand in this murder, con- 
really good men fmcercly do. So be took him trary tO the afluranccs he had given, and the 
afidc from his- own followers, as if he would oathS He had taken to Abner. However, he 
fpeak with him in privajp, and brought him commanded all the people to weep and lament 
into a void place of the gate, having himfeif this man, and to honour his dead body with 
nobody with liim but his brother Abifliai, then, .|he ufUal folemiiities ; that is, by rending their 
he drew his fword, and finote him in the garments,-and putting on feiflccloth; and that 
groin ,* upon which Abner, died by thistrcach- this ffiould be the habit in which they ihould 
cry of joab’s, which, as he feid himfeif, was go before the bier j after which he followed k 
in v/ay of puniftiment for his brother Afehel, himfeif, with the elders, and thofe that wxrc 
whom Ab’ner finote and flew as he was pur- rulers, lamenting Abner, and by his tears de- 
luing. after him in the battle of Hebron, but as fpouftratlng his good-will to him while be was 
the truth was, out of fear of his lofing his aliyc, and his forrow for him now he was dead, 
command of the army* and his dignity witfe, he was not taken off with hie confent. 

the king,, and left he ffiould be deprived ‘ at Hebron in ii magnificent 

thofe advantages, and Abner ffiould obtain the indited funeral elegies for him; 

firft rank in Davids court. By thefe exampies ^ood fw^ ts^et the monument weeping, 

any one may learn, how many and how g^eat .and caufed to do the fame: Na/,, fo 

iuftances of wkkednefemen w'fli venture npoib' ' 4 ^ did 'Of-'Abner diforder Mm, 

for the fiiks ox'’ getting mon^, and authwity:,; #at his coiUd by m means fortse 

and that they may .riot, fail .cif btther of themto mkt food, bui -lie affirmed 
for as when they are defirous of obtaining tile ''''' ' ‘ ' ' Stfe 
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oath tiiat lie would tafte nothing till,the fun I 
was let. T'hisjirocedure gained him. the good- j 
^vill of the multitude; for iuch as had an af- 1 

- - I 

leilion tor Abner were miglitily fatished with ' 
riic rd'necl he paid him when he was d>6t‘id, 
and the obfervati an of thal faith lie hatl ))liglitcd 
to him, which was Ihewn in his vouchfa'ing him j 
;dl the ufual ceremonies, as if he had been his | 
kirdinan mid Ids friend, and not fullering liiin j 
v.o be neglceled and injured wdth a difhonour- ; 

burial, as if he had been his enemy ; info- | 
much, tliat the entire nation rejoiced at the j 
kiiig’s gentlc'neis and mildnefs of difpodlion, i 
every (me hciiu^ecjil^j-U^luppolc that the king i 
would have ta!:eu the lame care oftlicm, in | 
like ciicnmft.uiccs, which the)Hi«iV lie llumvedj 
in tlie buriai of the dead body ol Aimer. And i 
indeed D.ivid piincipally intended to gain a | 
good rejiutation, and tlicrefore hejifbok care to ! 
do what w.is ]i;oper in thi.s calc,j^dit;uce none ' 
iiad any iV.ij.icion lliat he the author of j 
cAmcr’s de.ith. He alto laid this multi- ; 

^ ; I 

tnde, Til.it he was grofrtl)- trtj^hled at the death i 
of to good a man, and that the ailidrs of the j 
ilehrcws Irol fuiTcrcd great detriment hv heiiig i 
deprived of liirn, who was of fo grciit ahilltlcs j: 
to preferve vliem liy his t^ccllent advice, and j 
hv tlie hrength of Ids lumds in war. ilut he f 
added, tliat Clod wliohath a rCgaid to all nienhs i 
adious, will not, lulfcr this nvan j foab] to go f 
oif nnrevenged ; hut know ye, that I am not j| 
ahlc to do any thing to thefc fons ol Zeruiah, j' 
■|oab and Al'/ifhal, who have more power tlam ;; 
f have ; hut Cod wdll requite their iniolent at- j' 
tempts upon tlteir own heads.” And this was j 
the fatal conclufion of the life of Aimer, I 


C II A P. II. j 

Tlh'i/ I’pni! thi' Slaughter of hy the j 

‘Iread'cry of his Frie/iJs^ David receives j 
the vi'bole Kingdom. j 


Illihofheth, the fon ol'baul, j: 
V V had hciircl of the death of Aiim r, 
lie not only took it to heart, to be dejuived of 
a man that v.as td his kindred, and had iniie.d | 


given 1dm the kingdom, br.i w •, gr cruly i..ie k 
and Aimer’s deatii -very ic.nJi li .-'..'nii-cf'Idin , 
nor did he himfeli omiiv .my long lim y hut 
was treacheroufly let uinm r e tlie lim,', of ilim- 
uum (Baanah and Pesh.di wen' ‘lieir uanies) 
and was Hail! bv them : lor tlicle Iv-ue,; of a fi- 
lidlv of the Beiqaiiutes, am! ( f fee iin'i rank 
among them, tlnanigit, tf U if tiicy ilionki il.iy 
JI'hboii^C'tl)*, thev ili('id(l (jivain i.o'ge prdeiits 
irom .David, ami be nii.de coeiimanders by iiim, 
or liowevcr llu.uid lutve lorne olner triid, com¬ 
mitted to tlidii ; tSo when they om'e leaud Idni 
i.lonc and idkeji at noon, in iiu ujyer rcxmi, 
when none of Ids ga'sids were there, am! wln-n 
tltc worn.ill that kept the door was not welch¬ 
ing, hut w.is fallen ;;lleep iilfo, partly (c.i aceonnl 
ol'tlic labour flic luid undergone, and partion 
account cd'the he;it oi tlie day, tlicfc im n went 
into tlie room in wlm h lildiuflieth, benl’s ion, 
lay alleejg and flew 1dm : they alii-) cm < ff fi-. 
head; and took their jouiney ail tliet niehg 
and the next day, .e, fupp.t'lmg; thcin.'ch•:> - 
ing away fri'in tiadc tl’i y laid iiiinuay lo o;,c 
that would accept c.i tbfu; aihdcu ;es a fivour,, 
and would afibrd them icwp-iiy. f,o ‘r.e\ '■emie 
t(j Hebron, and Ihcvved i,).iv’.d t!u iie.id t iil-.- 
hoflulh, and jirelented tliemeeKcs f'm as 
Ills well-wilhers, anti iach as had Li'iid one 
that was Id.s cneuw and ant.mondl. Yet Da- 
vid did not rclilh wliat the) leid clone as tin. { 
expc'clcd, but laid to flicrn, You vile wivjciics, 
you lhall immediately receive the ]midilimcm: 
y(m deferve. Did not visu know what vcii- 
geance 1 executed on Idrn tliat murdered .S.iu!, 
and brought me his crowit of gold, rmi tins 
while he vvlio made tld.s fiauepitcr di.I it as a 
favour to him, that he might uca be t.in uhl Ii? 
Ids enemies? Or do you imagine 'h n I am .il- 
tcred in my dirpofu.ioii, , ml fuppoO tihal 1 am 
iiot the lame man I tlicn was, hut .nn p'io.ifcd 
with men that are wicked (f'er'y .and cilecru 
your vile tidioris, when vou arc heewia.c mur¬ 
derers ol'your maker, a.s grat ful to me, v f.en 
you liave llain a righteous man ujum id;, lad, 
who never did evil to any hedv, and 'le-’lcd 
you wdth great good-will and r.eipcA ; 'VVliore- 

g II fore 
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fore ycvu firall fufier tiie puiHfhmcnt due on hi;', 
acccuiir, and the ventreauee I ouidu to inflidl 

^ O <■ ' 

upon you for killing ilhhulheth, and for fup- 
pofing that I Ihould talvc his; death kindly at 
your hands ; I'or you could not lay a greater 
blot on my honour than by making Inch alup- 
pofal.” When David had laid this, he tor¬ 
mented them with all forts of torments, and 
then put them to death ; ajul he bellowed all 
the accullomed rites on tlie burial td the head 
of lll'.bolheth, and laid it in the grave of Abner. 

2. When thele tbinus were brought to this 
eonclulion, all the ptincipal men of the He¬ 
brew people came to idtvid to Hebron, with 
the heads of thoukuuls, and other rulers, and 
delivered, theml'el/es up to bin), ['lifting him 
in mind of the good-will they had borne to him 
in Saul’s life-tune, and the relperl they then 
had not ceafed to pay him when he was captain 
of a thoufanJ, as alfo that he was ciiolcn of 
God by Samuel the prophet, !u; and Ids Ions; 
and declaring belldcs, how God had given him 
power to lave the land of the Hebrews, and to 
overcome the Philillines. Whereupon he re¬ 
ceived kiticby this their alacrity on his account, 
and calicited them to continue in it t for that 
they ihould have no leaion to repent of be¬ 
ing thus diipofcd to bint. So when he had 
fealltd them, and treated them kindly, he fent 
them out to Icing all the people to him ; upon 
which there came to him ah'OUt lire thonland and 
eight hundred armed men of the tribe of Judah, 
who hare Ihiclds and fjtcars for their weapons; 
lor thele had [till now] continued with Saul’s 
fon, when the refl, of the trilx; of Judah had or¬ 
dained David for their king. I'hcrc came alfo 
leven thoufand and one hundred but of the 
tribe of Sinreon. Out of the tribe of Levi 
came four thoufand and feven hundred, having 
Tehoiada for their leader. Alter thele came 
Zadok the high priell, with twenty-two cap¬ 
tains of his kindred. Out of the tribe of Ben¬ 
jamin the armed men were four thoufand ; but 

* '.riiis nir,y be a fruc oblbrvatioji of JofophuS, that 
iSanuic!, by cummand from God, Cirtazled the crown on 
Davul and his pz'ilcrity ; for no farther did that entail ever 
reach, Solomon himlelf having never had any promifeniadc 
that Iiii polteriiy Ihould always have the right to it. 
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tlic reft of the tribe continued, ftill exgedtlug 
that fomc one of the houfe of Saul mouhl 
reign over them. Thole of the tribe of Eph-^ 
ralm were twenty thoufand and eight hundred, 
and thele mighty men of valour, and eminent 
for their- ftrength. Out of the half tribe of 
Manafleh came eighteen thoufand of the molt 
potent men. Out of ttie tribe of Ilfachar came- 
two Inindred, t who foreknew what was to 
come hereafter, but of armed hien twenty thou - 
land. (df the tribe of Zebulun fifty thoulaiu! 
cliolen men. This was the only tribe that 
came univerfally into David, and all thele had 
the fame weapons willptjie tribe of Gad. Out 
of the tribe of Nephchali the cdnuicn-t-men and 
rulers were p'wthoufand, whole weajions were 
IhitTls and Ipcars ; and the tribe itlell followed 
after, being [in a manner] innumeralile [thir- 
ty-feven thoufand.] Out of the ti ibc of Dan 
there were of chofen men twenty-feven thou¬ 
fand and fix hundred. Out of the tribe of Allier 
were forty thoufand. Out of the two tribes 
that were beyond Jordan, and the refl of the 
tribe of Manafleh, fuch as nfed fliiclds, and 
head pieces, and Iwords, were an liundrcd and 
twenty thoufand. The reft of the tvi’-cs alfo 
made ufe of fwords. This multitude came to- 
I gether to Hebron to'David, with a great quan¬ 
tity of corn, and \’\^nc, and all other forts of 
food, and eftahlilhcd D avid in his kingdom 
with one confent. And wlien the people had 
rejoiced for three days in Heiiron, David and 
all tlie people removed and came to Jorukilcm. 


C H A P. IIL. 

How David laid Siejrc lo ycn/falcni ; and zvhen 
be bad taken tbc City, be cajl the Canaanites 
out of it, and brought in the fews to inhabit 
therein. 

§ i.JWTOW the Jebufites, who were the in- 
X\l habitants of Jerui'alem, and were by 

cx- 

J 'I'hefc words of Jofephus concerning the tribe of Iflii- 
clvar, 'whufori’kuc-w what was to conic hereafter, are thebeft 
paraplirafed by the parallel tcif, r Chron. .\ii. 32. Who 
had undcrfandirig of the times to know what Ifracl ought to do; 

tb; t 
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cxtraftioii Canaanites, ftuit their gates, anti 
placed the blind, and tlie lame, and all their 
maimed perfons upon the wall, in way of dc- 
rilion of the king ; and faid, That “ the very 
lame themfelvcs would hinder his entrance into 
it.” This" tlicy did out of contempt of his 
power, and as depending on the ffrength of 
their walls. David was hereby enraged, and 
began t!ie ficgc of jerufalem, and employed . 
his utiuoll diligence and akicrity therein, as in- m 
tending, by the taking of this place, to demon- jj 
flrate his power, ;uu! to intimidate all others 
that might be of the like [evil] difpofition to- 
wai ds him : So he took the lower city by force, 
’'a * ^/Aadcn i^dcToiryftill ; whence it was 
king, knowing tlialt-JdA^- propofals of 
and rewards would eucoura'ge the 
joiow.- to greater adfious, proinifed that he 
v.'lio (hould lirft go over the ditches that were 
bciicatli tiie citadel, and ihoiild alcend to the 
cit idcl itlelf and take it, Ihould have the com¬ 
mand of tlic entire people conferred upon him. 
So they all were ambitious to aicend, and 
tliought no jriins too great, in order to afeend 
thither, out of their dclirc of the chief com¬ 
mand. However Jcvd), the fon of Zcnii.di, 
{)rcventcd tlic retl ; and, as <'oon as he was got 
up to the citadel, cried out to lltc king, and claim- 
C'd the chief command. 

tii.it I:., Vh,' I a t fo rnucli knowkxljff in atlrononiy as to 
niakckalciiders foi tla; IfjMclilc , that they might keep tlu ir 
ieilivals, ami pl.)ufi,h and i'ow, and gather in their harveils 
and vintage in due fcaliin. 

* What our other copies lay of mount .Sion, ns alone 
jn-operly called tlie rlty of D.iviJ, 2 Sant. v. 6,—9. ami of 
tiiis its ficge and contpitll tmsv by David, Jofephus applies 
to the wlioic city Jcrufalein, iliough including the citadel 
alfo: B/what authority we do not now know, perhapsafter 
Daviil had united tl.eni togoilier, or joined the citadel to 
the lower city, as § 2. Jofephus ellcemed them as one city. 
However, this notion fecin, to be confirmcil by what the 
fame Jofe'plms fays concerning David’s and many otlier 
kiiv's of Judah’s Icpulclircs, which, as the authors of tHe 
books of Kings and Chronicles fay, were in tht dty of Da¬ 
vid ; fo does Jofephus llill lay they were in.jcrij'akm. 
'Ijhc fcpulchre of David fceiiis to have been alfo'a known 
place in the feveral days of Hyreanus, of Herod, and ol 
St Peter, Antiq. li. XIII. ch. viii. ^4. B. XVI. cli.vii. ^ i. 
Ads ii. 29. Now no fuch royal fepulchrcs have been 
found about mount Sion, but are found clofe by the qorth 
wall of Jerufalem, which I i'ufpedl therefore to be thtfe 
very fepulchrcs. See the note on chap. xv. S 3. In the 
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2. When David had call: the Jcl^ufltos ou.t 
of the citadel, lie alfo rebuilt Jerulalem, and 
named it, T^bc city of David ^ and abode there 
ail the time of his reign : But for the time that 
lie reigned over the tribe of Judah only in Heb¬ 
ron, it was ieven years and hx months. Now 
when he had chofen Jerufalem to be liis roya 
city, liis alfairs did more and more prni'per, h) 
the providonce of God, who took care tb.at tlic} 
fhould improve and l)c augmented. Hiram al- 
fo, the king of the Tyrians, lent am!)airadoi> 
to him, and made a league of miUttal friend- 
fhip and alhllance with him. He alfo font him 
prefents, cedar trees, and mechanics, and mcii 
fkilful in building and architedturc, that they 
niight build him a royal palace at jcruialem. 
Now David made buildings round about the 
lower city ; he alio joinetl the citadel to it, and 
made it one body ; and when he had cncom- 
palfed all with walls, he appointed Joab to take 
care of them. It was David therefore who firit 
call the Jebufites out of Jerufalem, and caned 
it by his owi\ name \dbc city of David^; for 
under our forefather Ahraliam it was called 
[iWc/V/ or] 'I' Solytna ; hvjt after that time fomc 
fay that Homer mentions it I)y that name of 
Solyma [[for he named the temple Solyma, ac¬ 
cording to the Hebrew language, which denotes 

fccurityfl 

me.in time, Jofe|ihii,’s explication of the I.nic, and th: 
blind, and ihc in,-111:1 d, as let to keep tills city or ciuitle!, 
feems to be the trutli, anil gives the belt light to that 
hiltory in our Bible Rlr Dttiiis truly obfevve;., 1 taver- 
camp, p. 305. that Jolephus never mciiiions mount Sior. 
by that name, as taking it for an appellative, a.s i fuppnf., 
and not for a proper ii.tiiie : He llill either llyles it fir 
ciUidc'l or tlic iz/yirr fit\< nor do I fee any re.ilon for I'.f.- 
Ottius’s evi! fiifpicions about this proceduie of J()j;.pJu;e. 

■|- Sonic copies of Jolephus have heie H'd.ina (ir Sidci., 
•and otliers Hiiinjohnia or 'Jfrufnlcin. 'Hi ■ l.itier bell agre 
to what Jofephu.s fays eifcwherc, Of tlic V'.'ar, B. Vi 
ch. X. that this city was called So/yina or Hatcin before the 
days of INIelchifedcc, but was by him cailed Hi,i flyma oi 
Jen/fidem. I ruthcr fuppofc it to lia\e been I'o callc.l aflet 
Abraham bad received that oracle Jinh, Jhc Lcrd 

will fii cr providf, Oen. xxii. 14. 'I’lte litter word yi-ac:;. 
with- a little alteration, prelixed to tlic old n.une lid,-!,!. 
Police, Jeriifaieni, And llnec tint cvpicHion, (tii: 

will fee, or rather, God will provide Innfrif n h.nib fn 
a hnrnl-ofcring, vcr. 8. t.t. is there laid to have been pro¬ 
verbial till the days 0; Mofes ■, this fecaia to me tiic moi; 

p;e 
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/ra/ril)’.]] Now the whole time from the war¬ 
fare under Jolhua our general againll the Ca- 
naanites, and from that war in which he over¬ 
came them and didrlbutcd the land among the 
Hehrewi (nor could the Ifraclites ever call the 
{lanaanites out of jcrufalcm until this time, 
when David took it by hege) this wliolc time 
was bve hundred and fifteen years. 

1 SHALL now make mention of Araunah, 
who was a wealthy man among tlie Jcbulitcs, 
but was not llain by David in the fiege of jeru- 
fdem, betaule of the good-wiil he hore to the 
] lebrows, and a particular henlgnity and afiee- 
bou which he had to the king himfelf, whicli 
1 fhall take a more fcafonabie opportunity to 
fgeakofa little aherwards. Now David ma -- 
ried cvjier wives over and above thole which he 
had liviforc ; He hail alfo concubines. 'I’he fons 
which lie had weie in numlier eleven, whofe 
names w'cre, Amnon, Emnos, Ebaa, Natlian, 
Solomon, jeban, Elien, Phrdna, Ennaphen, 
(onae, itliphale ; and a daughter, Tamar. 
Nine of thefe were born of legitimate wives; 
!;nt the two lah named, of concubines ; and 'Ea- 
mar liad the fame mother with yYbfalom. 
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pitched their camp therein. But the ki^;g of 
the JewH, who never permitted himfelf to'do 
any thing without prophecy, and the com¬ 
mand of God, and tvitliout depending on him 
as a lectirity tor tlie time to come bid the 
high priell to foretcl to hum Avhat was the 
will of God, and what would be the event of 
this battle. And when he liad foretold that 
he lliould gain the \dctory, and the dominion, 
he led out his army againll the Phiiiftines ; 
and Avbcn the bc.ttk; was joined, het'ame him- 
iclt behind, and fell upon the enemy on the 
fudden, and licnv lome of them, and ])Ut the 
reft to flight. And mie fun pofe tliat it 

was a linail army (>■'>'■ the PlinTlTines''r!ia'r e.'u.e 
againil the as guclfing I’o fitan tl'.e 

hiJdcunets or tiieir defeat, and from t! elr I'.a\- 
ing pcrtoimcd no great adlion, or that was 
\vorth recording, troni the flownefs of their 
march, and waul of eour.i;\c; hut let him know, 
that ail Syria and Phenicia, with many other 
nations befidcs them, and thole warlike nations 
alfo, came to tlicir afhftance, and had a lliarc 
in this war ; Wiiich thing w.is the only caufe 
wliy, when tlicy liad hecn fo often coiKjUcrcd, 
and hnti loft lo many ten thoufuid.s of tlieir men, 
they ftill came upon tlic Hebrews with greater 
armies; nay, iiuleed, wdicn they had fo often 
failed of their purpofe in theie battie.s, they 
came upon David witli an army tlircc times 
as nuni'.rous .as before, aiui).itched tlieir camp 
on the i.ime fpet of ground as before. The 
iting of Ifraei tiicrefore enquired of God again 
concerning the event of the battle ; and the 
high ]uicft jiroj'.hefied to liiin, that lie fhculd 
keep luK army in tlie groves called the Grevex 
of Vvliieh were not f.ir from the ene¬ 

mies e.unp ; and that he ihouid |^mt move, nor 

bcgiii 


' • iliTir.iri 'p ni" liirt v'.v.m, wliich will tlicn (Irnote 
I : ( 1 ' /ij,'.'.' . , //.'-• '.mw uf (j^:! /< '/c/;' /s 

T.'ll' r.' i''!' f.r.: '/ -irAiL. 1 i.SAVSVCr, dait M i.s 

]i,u ini'.) !)i.Klir.idly he ('uppofed tlm "cmi- 

j ) Mord . I 1 Jn.'-nliii'., a>, i)r Hudihsi well jiuipt'.. 

'■ h c!' lei I'cie t.) he reniarketi, that S.uil vciy rare- 
1 .', ..1! n.n. j;! \<j! y i ictjaeiitly, confulted God by Urim; 
a-.-.l t'sit D.ivid ai'iiei! always to depend, not on liis own 
I '.i iene.' or .ibiddes, lut on the cliriue dircihion, eoiilrury 


to Saul’s prathlce ; fee J 2. and the note on Aiitlq. It. Ill. 
chap. viii. ^ <j. .And when .Saul’s daughter (hut David’s 
wile) Michal, laughed at D.ivid’s daucuig before the nrk, 
2_Sam. \ l. 16, I5V. and licrc, ^ i, 2, 3. I’t i.s probable ihe 
did lo, beeaule her lather .Saul did not ufe to p;iy fueh 
reg.ard (o th;it ark, to the Urim there enquired by, or to 
God’.s worlhip before it, and becaufc lire thought it bo- 
neaCh the dignity of a king to be fo religious. 
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beg^ to fight, till the trees of the grove fliould 
be In motion without the winds blowing; but 
as foon as thefe trees moved, and the time fore¬ 
told to him by God was come, he fhould with¬ 
out del»ji,cp out to gain what was an already 
prepared and evident vidfory; for the feveral 
ranks of the enemies armv did not fuftain him, 
but retreated at the firft onfet, whom he clofe- 
ly followed, and flew them as he went along, 
and purfued them to the city Gaza (which is 
the limit dr their country); after this, he fpoiled 
their camp, in which he found great riches; 
and he deftroyed their gods. 

2. When this l^a^iaij^oved the event of the 
battle, DjVuI thought it’'^|-oper, upon a con- 
biltation with the elders, an 3 r*'T^~i,d.crs, and cap- 
tiiins of thoufands, to fend for thofe that were 
in the flower of their age out of all his country¬ 
men, and out of the whole land, and withal for 
the priefts and the Levites, in order to their go¬ 
ing to Kirjathjearim, to bring up the ark of 
God out of that city, and to carry it to Jerufa- 
iem, and tlicrc to keep it, and offer before It 
thofe facrificcs, and thofe other honours with 
which God ufed to be well pleafed ; for had 
they done thus in the rcigr?*t)f Saul, they had 
not undergone any great misfortunes at all. So 
when the whole body of the people were come 
together, as they had refolvcd to do, the king 
came to the ark, which the priefts brought out 
01 the houfe of Aminadab, and laid it upon a 
new cart, and permitted their brethren and 
their children to draw it, together with the 
oxen. Before it went the king, and the Avhole 
multitude of the people with him. Tinging hymns 
to God, and making ul'e of all forts of Tongs 
ufual 4mong them, with variety of the founds 
of muTical inftruments, and with dancing and 
Tinging of pfflms, as alfo with the founds of 
trumpets and of cymbals, and To brought tlie 
ark to [erufalem. But as they M^ere come to 
tlic threfliing-ffoor of Ghidon, a place To called, 

* JofcpKusfeems to be partly in tbc when he oh- 

ierves lici t-, that Uzzali was no prieft (though perhaps he 
niiglit he a Levitw) and was therefore ftruck dead for touch¬ 
ing ihctheaik, contraryto the law, and for which projihauc 
raflincf; death was the penalty by tliat law. Numb. iv. 
ii;, 20 Sec the like before, Anfiq. B. VI. chap. i. 4. 


Uzzah * was flain by the .anger of God ; for as 
the oxen fliook the ark, he ftrctched out liis 
hand, and would needs take hold of it. Now 
becaufe he was not a prieft, and yet touched 
the ark, God ftruck him dead : Idcrcupou both 
the king and the people were difplcafed at tiic 
death of Uzzali ; and the place where he died 
is ftill called the Breach of unto this 

day. So David was afraid, and iuppohng that, 
if lie received the ark to himfeif into tite city, 
he miglit fuffer in the like manner as Uzzah 
had fuffered, who, upon his liarc putting ont 
his hand to the ark, died in tlie manner alrea¬ 
dy mentioned; he did not receive it to hhnfclf 
into the city, hut he took it ahde unto a cer¬ 
tain place belonging to a righteous man, whof; 
name was Ohededom, who was by his family c 
Levite, and depoffled the ark v/ith liim ; and 
it remained there three entire months ; this 
augmented tlie houfe ol' Ohededom, and con¬ 
ferred many hleffings upon it. And when fin¬ 
king heard what had befallen Ohcdi'dom, bov- 
he was become of a pc^' man, in a low chatc, 
exceeding happy, and the ohjeU of envy to all 
thole that faw or tnciuircd after his lionfc, lie 
took courage, and hoping that he fhould no;ct 
witli no misfortune tlicrchy, he transferred the 
ark to his own houfe, the 'pviells . ariying it ; 
while levcn coinjianics ol lingers, vho were let 
in that order by tlie Idng, went licum- i‘ ; and 
while he himh-ll jilaved upon the liny, and 
joined in tlie muhe ; iul^jimidi, that v,-[;cn his 
wife Michal, the daiigh'.er oi Saul, who was 
our firft long, law !iim to doing, flie laughed 
at him. But when tliey had brought in ih«r 
ark, tlmy placed it under the tahernasl-: which 
David had pitched for it, ami he offlavd cofdy 
lacriliccs, and pcace-offc.-ings, am! t'seatc-d il.e 
whole multitude, ami dealt hotli to tlie Avennen, 
and the men, ami the inlauts, a loaf of hrleul 
and a cake, ami anothe r eakc iiaked in a pan, 

witri 

If is not improhabli- tl-.ii the putflng this ark ii: :> r- ,'f, 
when it ouglit to have im a cinied hv the pn'e!‘ : m- J.c- 
vites, as it was prelenflv here in jof.M.hns I',, e.nii:.-! from 
OllcdciloniV. licufc to Ifnid’s, ir.ijdii l-c al!-/ a-i ,)eeai:iin 
(>f the anger of Cod on t'l.it brc.u'li s'! hi ', la w. See N-aniL. 
iv. 15. I Cluon. XV. I 
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with a portion of the facrificc. So when he 
had thus fcaftcd the people, he lent them away, 
arid he himfelf returned to his own houfe. 

3. But when Michal his wife, the daughter 

of Saul, came and flood by him, fhc wilhed 
him all other happincls ; and intrcated, that 
whitfoever he flrould farther dclire, to the ut- 
mofl poflibility might he given him by God, 
and that he might be favourable to him ; yet 
did the blame him, that fo great a king as he 
was, Ihould dance after an unfeemly manner, 
and in his dancing, uncover himfelf among the 
fervants and hand-maidens. But he replied, 
“ Tiiat he was not afhamed to do wdiat was 
acceptable to God, who had preferred him be¬ 
fore her father, and before all others •. that he 
would play frequently, and dance, without any 
regard to what the hand-maidens, and Ihc her- j 
I'elf thought of it.” So this Michal, who was 
David's wife, had no children; however, when 
fhe was afterward married to liim t<^ whom 
Saul her fatlier had gi^n her (for at this time 
David had taken her awnay from him, and had 
lier himfelf) fhe bare five children. But con¬ 
cerning thofe matters I flrall dlfcourfe in a pro¬ 
per place. j 

4. Now when the king linv that his affairs 
grew better almofl every diy, by the will of 
God, he thorglu he fiiMild offend him, if, 
while he himfelf continued in houfes made of 
cedar, fnch as were great height, and had 
the.moft curious works of architedlure in them, 
he 'flrould overlook the ark while it was laid in 
a tabernacle, and was deffrous to build a tem- 
])le to God, as ''' Mofes had predicted fuch a 
temple ffiould be btiilt. And w'hen he had dlf- 
courled wffth Nathan the propliet about ihcfe 
things, and been encouraged by him to do 
wjiall’ocver he had a mind to do, as having 

* lofrpliu'i licrc infoims 1)*^, iiait accoriliiij; to liis un- 
(k’lftaniUiii; Ilf the fenfe iif his coi'.y of the Pentateuch, 
]\Iofcs hail himfelf ii'rctol.l lilt hviilding of the temple, 
which yet is no where that I know of in our prefe.nt co- 
])ics : Aik! that this ii not a niiflake fet clown by liim un¬ 
warily, appears hy wh u lie obferved before. Antic]. B. IV. 
chap. \iii. 5“ 4 ^ 1 - how Mofes foretold, that upon the Jews 
future dlfihcdicneo, their temple fliould he burnt and re¬ 
built, and that not once only, hut fevcrul times afterward. 
See alfo Jofiphusb mention of (>od’c. former cornmaiids to 


God with him, and his,helper in all thinly, he 
was thereupon the more ready to fet about that 
building. But God appeared to Nathan that 
very night, and commanded him to j' fay to 
David, That “ he took his purpori-' and his 
dclires kindly, fince nobody had before now 
taken it into their head to build him a temple, 
although upon his having fuch a notion he 
would not permit him to build him that tem¬ 
ple, bccaufe he had made many^ars, and 
was defiled with the flaughter of his enemies : 
that, hotvever, after his death, in his old age, 
and when he had lived a long time, there 
fliould be a temple buij»4^3a _3 fon of " ’ 

: lliould take the kingetom after him, T 
, be ciiJ'cd So/offi(jh', whom he pro:wi<\i 
vide for, as a father provides for hi: 

' preferving the kingdom for his foil’s ih illiuv, 

; and delivering it to them, but that he would 
; 11:11 punifli him if he fumed, wdth difeafes, and 
! barrennefs of laud.” When David underftood 
this from the prophet, and was ovcrjoyfnl at 
this knowledge of the fure continuance of the 
dominion to his pollcrity, and that his lioufe 
fliould be fplencH^ and very famous, he came 
to the ark, and f^ down on his face, and be¬ 
gan to adore God, and to return thanks to 
him for all his benefits, as well for thofe that 
he had already beftowed upon him, in ralfing 
him from a low ftate, and from the employ¬ 
ment of a Ihephcrd, to fo great dignity of do¬ 
minion and glory; as for thofe alio wdiich- he 
had promifed to his pofterity ; and beffdes, for 
that providence which he had exercifed ovTr 
the Hebrews in procuring them the liberty 
they enjoyed: And when he had laid thus, 
and had fung an hymn of praife to Olbd, he 
went his way. 

C H A P. 

build fuch a temple prcfently, chap. xiv. § 2. contrary fo 
our other copies, or at Icail to our tranflatiou of the He¬ 
brew, 2 Sam. vii. 6, 7. i Chron. xvii. 5:, 6. 

f jofephus feems in this place, witli our nioe’ern intei- 
preters, to confound the two dillincl j)redi<rii!)ns M'hiCh 
God made to David, and to Nathan, conccrr.ing llie IniiJd - 
ing him a temple by one of David’s pofterity, the one be¬ 
longing to Solomon, tlic other to the Mcftiah -, the diftint- 
tion between whiehis of the grcaleft confcciiu ncc to the 
Glirlftiau religion. 
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C H A P. V. 

JJow David brought under the FhiliJllneSy and 
the Moabites, and the Kings of Sopbene, and 
of Dqmafcus, and of the Syrians, as alfo the 
Jdutneans, In War ; and hoio he made a 
League with the King of Hamath ; and was 
mindful of the Frlendjhlp that Jonathan, the 

Son of Saul, had borne to him, 

•% 

§ I. A LITTLE while after this he con- 
/~\ fidered that he ought to make war 
againil the Philiftincs, and not to fee any idle- 
nels or lazinels permitted in his management, 

' •'Vght.prevr .■•-s, God had foretold to 
when he had '’e,rthrowa his ene- 
: fliould leave his p(^fbilty 4) r£:'gn in 
ptVK afterward ; So he called together his 
army again, and when he had charged them to 
he ready and prepared for war, and when he 
thought that all things in his army were in a 
good flate, he removed from Jerufalem and 
came againft the Philillines ; and when he had 
overcome them in battle, and had cut off a 
great pan of their country, and adjoined it to I 
the country of the Hebrews, he transferred the 
war to the Moabites; and when he had over- : 
come two parts of their army in battle, he took 
he remaining part captive, and impofed tribute 
upon them to be paid annually. Pie tlien • 
made war againft Iladadezcr, the fon oi Re- j 
hob, king of Sophcnc : and when he had 
joined battle with him at the river Euphrates, 
he deftroyed twenty thoufand of his footmen, 
and about feven thoufand of his horfemen. 
He alfo took a thoufand of his chariots, and 
deftroyed the greateft part of them, and or¬ 
dered that no more than * one hundred flaould 
he kept. 

2. Now when f Hadad, king of Daniafcus, 

* David’s referving only 100 chariots for himfelf out of 
1000 he liad taken from Hadadezer, was molt probably 
done in compliance with the law of Mofes, which forbad 
iking of IfracI to multiply liorfet to himjtlf, Deut, xvii. 16• 
Qtrof the principal ufes- of horfes in Judea at that time 
^ciiig for their chariots. See Joth. xii. 6. and 1 

hQsi(\- chap. i. 5 18. 

•)• It deferves here to be remarked, that this Hr.dud, 
being a very great king, was conquered by David, whofe 


S OF THE JEWS. 

and of Syria, heard that David fodght againft 
Hadadezer, who was his friend, he came 
his affiftance with a powerful army, in hopes ■ 
to refeue him ; and when he had joined battle* 
with David at the river Euphrates, he failed! 
of his purpofe, and loft in the battle a great 
number of his foldicrs; for there were Ilain of 
the army of Pladad twenty thoufand, and all 
the reft fled.. Nicolaus alfo [of Damafeus] 
makes mention of this king, in the fourth book 
of his hiftorics ; where he fpcaks thus; “ A 
great while after thefe things had happened, 
there was one of that country whofe name was 
Hadad, who was become very potent ; he 
reigned over Damafeus, and the othei parts of 
Syria, excepting Phenicia. Pie made war a- 
galnft David, the king of Judea, and tried his 
fortune in many battles, and particularly in the 
laft battle at Euphrates, wherein he was beaten., 
Pie fccined to have been the moft excellent 
of all their kings in ftrength and manhood.” 
Nay, bcfidcs this, he lays of his pofterity. 
That “ after his death they fucccedcd one ano¬ 
ther in his kingdom, and in his name where 
he thus fpeaks : “ When PJadad was dead his 
pofterity reigned for ten generations, each of 
his fucceffors receiving from his father, that his 
dominion, and this his name ; as did the Ptole¬ 
mies in Egypt. But the tlurd was the moft 
powerful ot them all, and was willing to avenge 
the defeat his forefather had received; fo he 
made an expedition againft the Jews, ancMaid 
waftc the city which is now called Sama^d' 
Nor did he err from^ie truth ; for this is that 
Hadad who made the expedition againft Sa¬ 
maria, in the reign of Ahah, king of Ifracl; 
concerning whom we lliall fpeak in due place 
hereafter. 

3. Now 

pofterity yet for fcveral generations v/erc calk'd Baihndadf 
or the fin cf Hadad, till the days of liazael, wiKjfc fon 
Adftr or Adcf is alfo in our Hebrew copy, 2 Kings xiii. 24. 
Witten Brnhadad, bat in ]ok.ph\xi Adad or A Jar. And 
ftrangc it is, that the fon of Ilazad, faid to be fiirh in 
the faa>e text, and in jofephus, Antiep B. IX. ch. t iii. J y. 
Aould itill be called the fin of Hadad : 1 wouki thcrefoic 
here corrcdl our Hebrew copy from Jolcplius’s, vihiclx 
feetjis to have the true reading. 
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3. Now when David had made an expedi¬ 
tion againft Daraafcus, and the other parts of 
Syria, and had brought it all into fiihjcition, 
and had placed garrifons in the country, and 
appointed that they fliould pay tribute, he re¬ 
turned home. Ho alfo dedicated, to God, at 
Jerufalem, the golden quivers, the entire ar¬ 
mour which the guards of Hadad ufed to wear, 
which Shhhak, the king of Egypt, took away, 
when ho fought with David’s grandfon Reho- 
■boam ; witli a great deal of otlicr wealth, which 
he carried out of Jerufalem: However, tltcfe 
things will come to be explained in their proper 
places hereafter. Now as for the king of the 
Hebrews, he was affifted by God, tvho gave 
liim great fuccefs in las wars ; and he made 
an expedition againft the beft cities of Idada- 
dezer, Bctah, and Machon ; fo he took them 
by force, and laid them walle. Therein was 
found a very great quantity of gold and filver, 
befides that fort ol brafs wdiich is laid to be 
more valualde than gold ; of which brafs Solo¬ 
mon made that large vcftel wdiich was called 
the \_brd'zc/!'\ fca^ and thole moft curious lavers, 
when he bqilt the temple for God. 

q. But when the king of Hamath w^as in¬ 
formed of the ill fuccGs of Hadadezer, and had 
licard of the ruin of his army, he v.^as afraid 
on*his owm account, and refblvcd to make a 
league of 'fricuufiiip and lldclity with David 
bcl(u\' he Ihould come againft liim ; lb he 
fci^^o him his ton joram, and profellcd that 
Jf^^ved him thanks for his fighting againft 
IJadade/er, who was Ids enemy, and made 
a league with him of mutual alliftance and 
fricndfliip. He alfo fent him prefents, vcflcls 
•of ancient workmanlhip, both of gold, of lilvcr, 
and of brafs. So wdicn David had made this 
league of mutual afiiftancc wdth I’oi (for that 
was the name of the king of Hamath) .and had 
received the prefents he lent him, he difmidcd 
firs fon w'lth that rcfpect which was due on 

By lliis vigory over tlic Idumcans or Edomites, tl.e 
]'oik-riiy of Ei'iu, and by the confequent tribute paid by 
i!ot lU'tion to tbc Jews, were the prophecies dchv'ered 
I0 l! ', bcccu 'ocforc Jacob and Tffau were born, and by old 
li'rac before his death, that ihe dikr, Efau, or the Cdom- 


both Tides. But then David brought thofesjire- 
fents that were fent by hiipj as alfo the reft uf 
the gold and filver which he had taken of the 
cities whom he had conquered ; and dedicated 
them to God. Nor did God give yi/^ary and 
fuccefs to him only when he went to the bat¬ 
tle hirafelf, and led his own army ; but lie gave 
vidory to Abilhai, the brother of Joab, general 
of his forces, * over the Idumcans, and by him 
to David, when he fent him with an army in-. 
to Idumea ; for Abilhai deftroyed eighteen 
thoufand of them'in the battle : whereupon the 
king [of Ifrael] placed garrifons '“through all 
Idumea, and received tft«,urihiite of tiie coim- 
try, and of every, ht^ad among tlieu;. Now 
David was in Hs nature juft, and made his de¬ 
terminations with regard to truth. lie had 
for the general of his whole army Joab ; and 
he made Jeholbaphat, the Ion of Ahilud, re¬ 
corder. lie alfo appointed Zadok, of the fa¬ 
mily of Phineas, to be high prieft, together 
with Abiathar, for he was his friend. He alfo 
made Seifan the feribe ; and committed the 
command overthe guards of his body.to Be- 
naiali, the fon of Jchoiacla. His elder fens 
wTic near his body, and had the care of it 
alfo. 

5:. I’'^E alfo called to mind the covenants and 
the oaths he had made wnlh Jonatlian, the fon 
of Saul, and the fricndfliip and alfeftioa Jona¬ 
than had for him; for bclides all the reft of 
his excellent qualities, with which he was en¬ 
dowed, he was alfo exceeding mindful of fuch 
as liad at other times beftow'cd benefits upon 
him : Pie therefore gave order that enquiry 
fliould be made, whether any of Jonathan’s 
lineage wx-re living, to whom lie might make 
return of ihat familiar acquaintance which 
Jonatlian had had witli him, and for which lie 
was ftiil debtor. And when one of Sauf'S 
freedmen brought to him, wiio was ac¬ 
quainted 

fiouh! ft rvc the younger, Jacob, or flie IfracJitep, ai d 
Jacob or the Ilraclitc.s be Efau’s, or ■ Edi'i'niitc., 

the Lord remarkably fulfilled. Sec Aiitrcj.“*jWni. chaiu 
vii. § 6 . Cell. xxv. 23. .and the notes on Antiq. B.'I. dt.ip. 
xriii. § 5, 6 . 
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‘^aaij^tcd with thofc of his family that were 
fi^^living, he aiked him, “ Whether he could 
tell him of any one belonging to Jonathan that 
w^as now alive, and capable of a requital of the 
bcneftts^which he had received from Jonathan?” 
And when he faid, “ That a fon of his was 
remaining, whofe n 3 i.me wiis B^it’ 

that he was lame of his feet; for that when 
his nurfe heard that the father and grandfather 
of the child wasr fallen in the battle, flae fnatch- 
ed him up, and fled away, and let him fall 
from her Ihoulders, and his feet were lamed.” 
So when he had learned where, and by whom 
h? was brought up, he font meflTengers to Ma¬ 
ch Ir,-to Ahs; city JLodeoaiij; for with him was 
f'the ion of Jonathan brougn*.'m ; and fent for 
him to come to him. So when Mq^dtthuftieth 
came to the king, lie fell on his face and wor- 
fhipped him ; but David encouraged him, and 
bid him be of good cheer, and expedl better 
times. So he gave him his father’s houfe, and 
all the eftatc which his grandfather Saul was | 
in pofTcfllon of, and hid him come and diet i 
with him at his own table, and never to be 
abfent one day from that table. And when ! 
the youth had worfhipped him, on account of 
his words, aifd gifts given to him, he called j 
for Ziba, and told him, that he had given the 1 
youth his father’s houfe, and all Saul’s eft ate. j 
He alfo ordered that Ziba fhould cultivate his 
land, and take care of it, and bring him the j 
profits of all to Jerufalcm. Accordingly David 
brought him to his table every day ; and be- 
. flowed upon the youtli, Ziba and his fons, 
•who were in numb^* fifteen, and his feiwants, 
who were in number twenty. When the king 
had made thefe appointments, and Ziba had 
worihipped him, and promifed to do all 
that he liad l^dden him, he went his way; fo 
.that this* fon of Jonathan dwelt at Jcrufalern, 
and dieted at the king’s table, and had the 
fame care that a fon could claim taken of him. 
He alfo had hlmfelf a fon, whoiji he named 
Mtcha, ^ 
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How the again]} the Aimno- 

. ‘concluded. 

§ I. Were the honours lliat fuch 

left of Saul’s and Jona- 
than’s^^^^^Sffi^eived from David. About 
this•rime^^^^^haih, the king of the Ain- 
a friend of David’s; and 
wheh'Mg'^n hal' fucceeded his father in the 
kingdom,' £>avid feat amhaftfadors to him to 
comfort hlln; and exhorted him to take his 
father’s death patiently, and to exped that be 
would continue the fame kindnefs to hinafclf 
which he had Ihewn to his father. But the 
princes of the Ammonites took this mdhige in 
evil part, ,and not as David’s kind difpofitions 
gave reafon to take it, and they excited the 
king to refent it; and faid, that David had 
fent men to fpy out the country, and what 
ftrength it had, under the pretence of human¬ 
ity and kindnefs. They farther advifed him 
to have a care, and not to give lieed to Da¬ 
vid’s words, left he fliould be deluded .by him, 
and fo fall into an incnnfolal)lc calamity. Ac¬ 
cordingly Nahalh’s [fon] the king Af the Am¬ 
monites, thought thefe princes fpakc u hat was 
more probable th|m the truth wmuld admit, 
and fo abulcd the ambaftadors after a vary 
harfta manner ; fur he fhaved the One half of 
their hearths, and cut off’ one half of th-'Jr gar¬ 
ments, and fent his anfwer, not in wordst^jit 
ih deeds. When the king of Ifrael fawij(|% 
had indignation at it, and ftiewcd openly 
that he would not ovadook this injurious and 
contumelious treatment, but would make war 
I with the Aramcmites, and would avenge this 
j wicked treatment of his ambaftadors on their 
, king. ‘ ,iSo that king’s intimate friends and 
I commanders undcrftandibg that they had vio- 
Iate 4 i<heii’ league, and wa'e liable to be puniftv- 
ed for the fame, made preparation for war: 
they alfo lent a thoufand talents to the Syrian 
kii^ of Mefopotamia, and endeavoured to 
-prr^ with him to affift them for tfiat pay, 
dad Shnbach. Now thefe kings had twenty 
3 K- thoufand 
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^red the Idtig 
and a fourth 
had twelve 


thoufiincl footmen, 
of tl 1C country, called 
king, by name IJhtob; #1 
thoufancl armed men. ^ 

2. But David was tinfief®|H^i^ernatioa- 
at this confederacy, nor of 1:he 

Ammonites ; and putting |i||fflSp'^|,in pod, 
hccaufe he was going ^ 

on account of the injurioiJ^^l^^dlt'he had | 
met with, he immediatelythe cap¬ 
tain of his hoft, againll them, aid gave him 
the flower of his army, who pitcSled his camp 
by Rabbath, the metropolis of the Ammonites ; 
wlierctijton the enemy came out, and fet them- 
feives in array, not all of. them together, but 
in two’ bodies; for the auxiliaries were fet in 
.array in the plain by themfelves, but the army 
of tlie Ammonites at the gates over againft the 
Hebrews. When Joab faw this, he oppofed 
one firatagcrn againft another, and chofe out 
the moft hardy part of his men, and fet them 
in oppofition to the king of Syria, and the 
kings that were wkh him,, and gave the ither 
f>art to his brother Abifliai, and bid him fet 
them in oppofition to the Ammonites j and 
faid to hiih, That “ in cafe he ftiould fee that 
the Syrians diftreffed liim, and were .too hard 
tor him, he ftiould order his troops to-turn a.- 
fceut, and aftift him and he faid. That ” he 
himlelf would do the fame to him, if he faw ! 


monites to he nor to own fhofj 

were fuperior to them to-^e ’fo, and be ftyf; 
but they fent to Chalaman, the king of the Sy¬ 
rians, beyond Euphrates, anj!il''thired him for 
an auxiliary. He had Shoba^ for tlje captain 
of his hoft, with eighty thoufahd footmen, 
and ten thoufand horfemen. Now when the 
king of the Elebrews underftood that the Am¬ 
monites had again gathered fo great an army 
together, he determined to make war with 
them no longer by his generals, but he pafled 
over the river Jordan himfelf, with all his 
army ; and when he met them, he joined bat¬ 
tle with them, and overcame them, and flew 
forty thoufand oOIleirTootmen, and - i'even 
thoufand of tiicit»’xiorfemen. He alfo wound- 
ed S'Iiul>ach, the general of Chalaman’s forces, 
who died of that ftroke ; but the people of 
Mefopotamia, upon fuch a conclufion of the 
battle, delivered ihemi'eivcs up to David, and 
font him prefents, who at winter-time return¬ 
ed to Jerufalem; But at the beginning of the 
fpring he, fent Joab, the captain of his boll, 
to .fight againft the Ammonites, who over-ran 
all their country, and laid it wafte, and flrut 
them up in their metropolis Rabbah, and be- 
fieged them therein. • 
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him in the like cUftrefs from the Ammonites.” i] 
S^hc lent his brother before, antd encouraged j 
J[j|P to do every thing courageoiifly, and wdth 
alacrity, which would teach them toTfc afr.aid - 
of difgracc, and ,to fight manfully ; and fo he i 
dlfmifted him to fight with the Ammonites, I 
while he fell upon the Syrians. And though j 
they made a ftrong oppofition for a while, Joab 1 
fiew' many' of- them, but compelled the reft to.] 
betake themfelves to £!igh^t which when the | 
Ammonites faw, and were withal afraid of 
Abiihal and his army, tliey ftaid no longer,, 
but imitated their auxiliaries, and fled to the 
city. So Joab, when he had thus overcome 
the enemy, returned with'^at glory to Je- ’ 
rufiilem to the king. 

3. Tins defeat did not ftill induce the Am- 


Hbw T)avid fell in Love ivith Bathjheha^ and 
few her Htijband Uriahs for which he is re^^ 
proved by Nathan. 

§ I. T~)UT David fell now into avery griev- 
J~J ous fin, though he were otherwife 
naturally a righteous and a religious man, and 
one that firmly obferved the laws of our fathers: 
For when late in an evening he took a view 
round him from the roof of his royal palace, 
where he ufed to. walk at that hour, he faw a 
woman wafhing’herfelf in her own houfe ; flie 
was one of extraordinary beauty, and therein 
furpalfed all other women; her name was Bath- 
So he was oVer^:ome by that wouiau ' 
isattty, and was not able to reftVaiiThic defires.: 

■ ''liut. 
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for her, and lay with her. Hereupon 
v-onceived with^<mild, and fent to the king, 
that he fhould'.contrive fome way for conceal¬ 
ing; her fin (for according to the laws of their 
fathers, ,^\e, v^ho had been guilty of adultery, 
ought to tie put to death). So th« king font 
for Joab’s armour-bearer from the fiege, who 
was the woman’s hulband; and his name was 
Uriah: and when, he was come, the king 
enquired of him about the army, and about 
the fiege; and when he had made anfwer, 
that all their affairs went according to their 
wifhes, the king took fome portions of meat 
from hi,, fupper, and ^ave them to him, and 
baS^'idin pn home to his c;ife, and take his reft 
Xvith her. Uriah did not do 41 ;'. but flept near 
the king with the reft of his arrnrcri:ri?-boarerSi 
When the king wuis informed of this, he alked 
him why he did not go home to his houfe, and 
to his wife, after fo long an abfence ? whichus 
the natural cuftom of all men, when they come 
from a long journey. He replied. That it was 
not right, while his fellow-fokliers, and the 
general of the army, flept upon the ground, in 
the camp, and in an enemy’s country, that he 
fliould go and take his reft, and folace himfelf 
with his wife.' So when he had thus replied, 
the king ordered him to flay there tiiat night, 
that he might difmifs him the next day to the 
general. So the king invited Uriah to fupper. 
and after a cunning and dextrous manner plied 
him with drink at fupper, till he was thereby 
difordered ; yet did he neverthelefs fleep at the 
king’s gates, without any inclination to go to 
his wife. Upon this tlic king was very angry 
at him; and wrote to Joab, and commanded 
him to punilli Uriah; for he told him that he 
had offended him ; and fuggefted to hkn the 
manner in which he, would liave him pij^nifh- 
ed, that it might not be difeovered that he was 
Kimfelf the author of this his punifhment; for 
he charged him to fet him over Againft that part 
of the enemies army^ where the attack would 
be the inoft hazardous, and where he might 
dsferted, an^be in the greateft-jwpa^y ; 
|br heJjjdTrfm order his fellow-foldiers to* re- 
t£h 5 '*out of the fight. When he had written 


thus to him, and fealed the letter with his own 
feal, he gave it to Uriah to carry it to Joab. 
When Joab had received it, and upon leading 
it unclerftood the king’s purpoi'e, l\c let Uriah 
in that plikce wfiere he knew the cuesiy would 
he moft trouhlefomc to them ; and gave him 
for his partners fome of the heft fokliers in the 
army; and faid, that he would allb come to 
their afliftance with the whole army, that if 
poflible they might break down fome paid of 
the wall, and enter the city. And he tkfired 
him to be glad of the opportunity of expo- 
fing himfelf to fuch great pains, and not be 
difplcafed at it, fmee he was a valiant foldier; 
and had a great reputation for His valour, both 
with the king, and with his countrymen. And 
when Uriah undertook the work he was fet 
upon, with alacrity, he gave private orders to 
thofc who were to be: his companions, that 
when they faw the enemy make a fally, they 
fliould leave him. When therefore the He¬ 
brew's made an attack upon the city, the Am¬ 
monites were afraid that the enemy might pre¬ 
vent them,, and, get up into the city, and this 
at the very place whither Uriah was order‘■ 
ed; fo they expofed their bell foldiers to be in 
the fore front, and opened their gates fuddea- 
ly, and fell upon, the enemy with great vehe¬ 
mence, and ran violently upon them. . When 
thofe that were with Uriah faw this, they all 
retreated backward, as Joab had dircdlcd them 
before-hand ; but Uriah, as afliamed to run 
away and leave his poll, fuftained the enemy, 
and receiving the violence of their ,oiiret, he 
flew many of them,; but being encompafled 
round, and, caught in the midft of them, he 
was flain, and fome other of his companions 
were flain with him. 

2., V 4 hen this was done, Joab fent xneffen- 
gcra to the king, and ordered them to tell iiim, 
That he, did what he could to take the city 
foon, but that, ,as they made an alTauit on tlm 
wall,, they had been forced to retire with great 
lofs.” And bid them, if they faw the king was 
angry, at it, to add this, that “ Uriah was llaiu 
alfo.’’ When the king had heard this' of the 

mei.h 
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■mc{rcnp;frs, he took it helnoufly^ and faid, Tliat 
thc7 did wrong when they airaukcd the wall; 
whereas they ought, by undermining, and-other 
ftratagenis of war, to endeavour the taking of 
the city, efpecialiy when they had before their 
eyes the example of Abimelcch, the fon of 
Gideon, who would needs take the tower in 
Thebes hy force, and was killed hy a large ftone 
tlirown at him by an old woman ; and althougli 
he was a man of great proweft’, he died igno- 
jninloully hy the dangerous maimer of his af- 
•iauk : that they fliould remember this.accident, 
uni! not come near the enemies wall j for that 
the bcfl method of making war 'tvritla fuccefs, 
was to call to mind the accidents of former 
wars, and what good or bad (uccefs had attend¬ 
ed them in the like dangerous cafes, that fo 
they might imitate the one and avoid the o- 
ther.” But wlien the king was in this dlfpo- 
htion, the mcHcnger told him that Uriah w'as 
llain alfo ; wliercupon he was pacified. So he 
hid the incfiengcr go back to Joah, and tell him, 
That “ tbii misfortune is no other than what is 
common among mankind; and that fuch is 
ihe nature, and fuch the accidents of war, in- 
fomucl’i, that fometimes the enemy will have 
iuccefs therein, and fomctiincs others, but that 
he ordered Idm to go on Hill in his care about 
tlie fiegc, that no ill accident might befal him 
in b hcrcafli.'x : that they Ihouldraifc bulwarks, 
iiud me macluni.:; in bdieging the city ; and 
vdicn tiicy iiavc gotten it, to overturn its very 
foundations, and to dcilroy all thole that are 
in it.” Accordingly the rocHcngcr carried the 
the king’s mclTage veilh which he w'as charged, 
and made hallc to joali. But Bathdicba, the 
wife of Uriah, when die tvas infermed of the 
death of her hulhand, mourned for his death 
many days ; and when licr mourning was OA'er, 
and the tears v.'inch flie died for Uriah were 
diied up, the king took her to wife prefently, 
.and a kui wa;, born to him by her. 

g. With this marriage God was not well 
ple-ifed, hut W.IS tiiercupoa angry at David; 
c.nd he appeared to Nathan tke prophet in his 
Ilec]'-, and complaiucd of the king. Now Na¬ 
than was a fair and prudent man; and confi-' 


dering that kings, when they fall into a P txhuL, 
arc guided more hy that paffion than they <.rc 
hy juftice, he refolved to conceal the threaten- 
ings that proceeded from God, and madf?* a 
good-natured difeourfe to him, and .dlls aftci 
the manner following. He defifed that the 
king would give him his opinion in the follow^- 
ing cafe : “ There were, faid he, twm men in¬ 
habiting the fame city, the one of them was 
rich, and [the other poor] ; die rich man had 
a great many flocks of cattle, of flieep, and ot 
kine, but the poor man had hut one ewe lamb ; 
This he brought up with his children, and let 
her eat her food with them, and lie had ihc 
fame namral affcdlk>/hToT‘her wliich any one 
might have Jpr 'd daughter. Now upon the 
conriiig-of Tflranger to the rich man, he would 
not vouchfafe to kill any of his own flocks, and 
thence fealt his friend, but he fent for the poor 
man’s lamb, and took her awxiy from him, and 
made her ready for food, and thence feafled 
the ftranger.” Tliis difeourfe trouliled the king 
exceedingly; and he denounced to Nathan, 
That “ this man was a wicked man who could, 
dare to do fuch a thing; and that it w’as but 
juft that he fliould reftore the lamb fourfold, 
and i)c puniftved with death for it alfo.” Up¬ 
on this Nathan immediately laid, That “ he 
W'as himfclf tlic man who ought to fuficr thofc 
punifiiments, and that by his own fcntcnce, 
and that it W'as he who had jicrpelratcd thix 
great and horrid crime. He alfo revealed to 
i him, and laid before him the anger of God a- 
gainft him, w^ho had made him king over the 
army of the Hebrews, and lord of all the na¬ 
tions, and thofe many and great nations round 
about liim ; who had forriierly delivered him 
out of the hands of Saul, and had given him 
fucl\|,W'ives as he had juftly and legally mani- 
ed; and nov/ this God was defpifed hy him, 
and affronted by his impiety, when he had 
married, and now had another man’s wife ; 
and by expofing her hufband to the enemy, 
had really flaia Iiim ; that God would infljd 
pimifhmentG upon him on 'account of- flic:'-’ 
in'TOnceG of wickednels; that hiT'tnvn wiV^.V 

fliould' 
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nvtJilld be forced by one of his fons; and tliat 
MiC^iiould be treacheroufly fupplanted by the 
fame fon ; and that although he had perpetra- 
fed his wickednefs fecretly, yet Ihould that pun- 
iflimcht-;vhich he was to undergo be infli£led 
publicly upon him ; that moreover, faid he, 
the child which was born to thee of her fhall 
fooii die.” When the king was troubled at 
tliefc mcifages* and fufficiently confounded, and 
laid with tears and forrow, that he had finned 
(for be was without controverfy a pious man, 
and guilty of no fin at all in his whole life, ex- 
v'cptuig rhofc in (he matter of Uriah) God had 
.■’npalhon on him, and was reconciled to hifn, 
and promifed that he wt.'sild preferve to him 
])oth his life and his kingcli-t-n,; For he faid, 
“ That feeing he repented of the tiu'ng'jf' iie had 
done, he was no longer difplealed with him.” 
So Nathan, when he had delivered this pro- 
pliccy to the king, returned home. 

4. IIowKVER, God font a dangerous dif- 
temper upon the child that was born to David 
of the wife of Uriah ; at which the king was 
tiuubled, and did not take any food for Icven 
days, although his fervants almoft forced him 
to take it, but he clothed himfelf in a black gar¬ 
ment, and fell down, and lay upon the ground 
in fackcloth, intreating God for the recovery of 
the child; for he vehemently loved the child’s 
mother. But when, on the feventh day, the 
child was dead, the king’s fervants duril not 
tell him of it, as fiippoling, that when he knew 
it, he would Hill lefs admit of food, and other 
care of himfelf, by reaibn of his grief at the 
death of his fon; fince, when the child was 
only fick, he fo greatly afflidded himfelf, and 
grieved for hiiii. But when the king perceiv¬ 
ed that his fervants were in difordcr, and feem- 
ed to bc.affedded as thofe are who are very do- 
firous to conceal fome thing, he underflood 
that the child was dead • and when he Imd 
called one of his fervants to him, and difeover- 
ed that fo it was, he arofe up and wafhed hitn- 
e’i;lf,.and took a white garment, and came into 

' .Tlrat a lali-ntof f;old was about 7 lb. weight, fee the 
deferiptiou of the temples, ch. xiii. Nor could Jofephus 
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the tabernacle of God. He alfo commanded 
them to fet fupper before him, and thereby 
greatly furprUed his kindred and fervants, while 
he did nothing of this when the child was lick, 
but did if all when he w.ts dead. Whereupon, 
having firft begged leave to aflc liim a queflion, 
they befought him to tell tlicm the reafon of 
this his conduft; He then called them “ uu- 
fkilful people ; and ijiilruded them how he 
liad hopes of the recovery of the child while 
it was alive, and accordingly did all that was 
]-»roper for him to do, as tliinking by fuch 
means to render God propitious to liim ; biit 
that when the child was dead, there was no 
longer any occafion for grief, which was then 
to no purpofe.” When he had faid this, they 
commended the king’s wil'domand underOand- 
ing. He then w^ent in unto Bathlheba his wife, 
and flic conceived and hare a fon ; and, by the 
command of Nathan the prophet, called his 
name Solomon. 

5. But Joal) iorcly diilrclTcd tiie Ammon¬ 
ites in the fiege, by cutting oli' their watery, 
and depriving them of other means of fublill- 
ence, till they were in the grcateil want of 
meat and drink ; for they depended only oji 
one fmall well cA water-, and this lliey (.iurfl 
not drink of too freely, leil the foiiiUaiu ihould 
entirely fitil them. 80 he wrote to the king, 
and informed him thereof; and perfuaded him 
to come himfelf to take tlie city, that he might 
have the honour of the vidloiy. Upon this 
letter of joab’s, the king accepted ol Ins good¬ 
will and lidclity, and t(K)k witli liim his army, 
and came to the dcflrullion of Rahhah ; and 
when he hsul taken it hv I'urce, he gave it to 
his foldicrs to plunder it : Imt lie hinii'elf took 
the king of the Amrr.f)nitcs crown, whotc 
weight was a '* talent of gold ; and it had in 
its middle a precious Hone, called a Sardonyx ; 
which crown David ever after wore on his own 
head. Fie alfo found many other vcfiels in 
the city, and thofe both Ipiendid and of great 

price ; 

well cftim.ltc it hipber, fmcc be here Lys tliat Davi'l wore 
it OH his head perpetuaiiy. 

3 E 
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price ; but as for the men, he * tormented 
them, and then dellroycd them : And when 
he had taken the other cities of the Ammon¬ 
ites by force, he treated them after the fame 
manner. 


C H A P. VIII. 

Horn Abfalovi mu) dcrci! Am/ion, who bad for¬ 
ced hii own S 'yhr; and how be was bamjhed^ 
and afterward recalled by David. 

§ I. T TflKN the king was returned to Jc- 
V V rufalem, a fad misfortune ])efcl his 
houfe, on the occafK.'n following; He had a 
daughter, who was yet a virgin, and very 
handlbme, infomuch, that dre fiirpaifed all the 
moft beautiful women ; her name was Tl’avuir : 
S^lrc had the fame mother with Abfalom. Now 
Amnon, David’s eldcft fon, fell in love with 
her, and being not able to obtain his dofires, 
on account of h.cr virginity, and the cullody 
flie was under, was much out of order ; nay, 
his grief fo cat up his body, that he grew lean, 
and his eolotir was changed. Now there was 
one Jonadah, a kinfman and friend of his, 
who difeovered this his palhon ; for he was an 
extraordinary wife man, and of great fagaeity 
of mind. When therefore he fuvv that every 
raorning Amnon tvas not in body as he ought 
to be, he came to him, and (U fired h.im to tell 
him wiiat was the e:\uie of it : however, he 
faid, tliat he guefled that it arofe from the pal- 
fion of love. Amnon confelTed his pafiion, 
that he was in love with a lifter of his, who 
had the fimc father with liimlelr. So Jonadah 
fuggefted to him iyy what metliod and con¬ 
trivance he might uhtaia. his delires ; tor he 

* Wlvtacr jofephus faw thtJ •.vmai'-. of our copies, 
a Sam. xii. 31. and i CJir. ,xx. 3. tluif David /i«r die in¬ 
habitants, or at icaft die pan-ifv.n of Rabhali, and of the 
other Ammonitt; cliies, which he befifi^cd and took, under, 
or cut them mith !'.r<vs, lu.d und:r or '.ohh Lirrows of iron, 
rtid undi'r or luit'j cnc., of iron, end made them pnfs through 
the brick kiln. Is not here diredly exprciled. If he favv 
Uicm, as)? moll propabic he did, he ecu nidy expounded 
them of tormenting th'efe Amnumites to death, w]to were 
none of ihofefcven nations of Canaan, wliofe wiefcednefs 
had rendered tlicm incapable of mercy; otherwife I Ihould 
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perfuaded him to pretend fidenefs, aad-h’d 
him, wlien his father fhould come to hfci. to 
beg of him that his filler might come and 
minifter to him; for if that were done,.he. 
Ihould be better, and fliould quicklvo .dcovtr 
from his diftemper. So Amnon '■l.iy' down on 
his bed, and pretended to be lick, as Jonadah 
bad fuggefted. When his father came, and 
cn(|uired how he did, he begged of him to 
Jend his filler to him. Accordingly he pre- 
fcntly ordered her to be brought to him ; and 
when Ihc was come, Amnon hid iicr make 
! cakes for him, and fry them in a pan, and tjo 
I it.all with her oivn liands, hecaufc he Hum .. 

' take them better frf'Tii her own hand [if 
from any one’.s Afe]. So flic kneaded 
' light of hef brother, and m.....„ 

j him cakes, and baked them in a pan, and 
i brougiit them to him ; hut at that time he 
' would not talle them, but gave order U; hi;, 
fervants to fend all that were there out of his 
chamber, bccaufe he had a mind to repofe 
himfelf, free from tumult and diliurbauce., As 
loon as wliat he had commanded wms done 
he defired his filler to bring his fupper to him 
into the inner parlour ; which.whcn the damlcl 
had done, he took hold cf her, and endeav¬ 
oured to perfuade her to lie with him. Where¬ 
upon the damfel cried out, and faid, “ Nay, 
brother, do. not force me, nor be fo wicked as 
to tranlgrels the laws, and bring upon tliyfelf 
tlic utmoft confufion. (iupb this thy unrighte¬ 
ous and impure lull, from whicli our houfe 
will get nothing hut reproach, and difgracc. 
She alio advifed him to fpcak to Ids latlur 
about this aflair, for be wotild permit ld,m [to 
marry her].” This ihe laid, as delirous to 

avoid 

be iiidimiblc to think, that the meaning, at feaft ar. the 
words are iu Samuel, might only be this, that they wcie 
made the lowed: flave.s, to work in fawing timher or liin-.c, 
in harrowing the fields, in hewing timber, in making an.1 
burning bricks, and the like hard fcrvice.s, but v.-.ti'.out. 
taking away their lives, Wc never elfewliCrc, th.at I re¬ 
member, meet M'ith fuch methods of cruelty in puiiiiy; 
men to death in all the Bible, or in awy other ancjetrfnnff 
tory whatfoever : nor do the words in m natm 

rally to refer to any AtcJi tiling. 
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jKn.vhcr brother’s violent paffion at prefent. 

he would not yield to her ; but, inllamed 
with love, and blinded with the vehcmency of 
palliori, he forced his filler : But as foon as 
AmnaJi-,had fatisfied his lull, he liated her 
iinincdiately, and giving her reproachful words, 
bid her rife up and be gone. And when Ibe 
laid, That “ this was a more injurious treat¬ 
ment than the former, if now he had forced 
licr, he would not let her flay with him till the 
evening, but bid her go away in the day-time, 
and while it was liglit, that iTe might meet 
with people tliat would be witneffes of her 
ibaine, ’ he commanded his fervant to turn 
her out of his hoiife. Whereupon llie was 
forcly grieved at the injury and violence that 
had been offc-cd to her, and ren'cniCi ioofe 
_oat (for the virgins of old time wore fucli loofc 
eoai g tied at the hands, and let down to tl.c 
ankle;, that the inner coats might not be locn) i 
,-r.ul fprinklcd allies on her head; and went up j 
the middle of the city, crying out, and lament- j 
ing, for the violence that had been olfercd 
}:z" Now Ahfalom her brother happened to 
meet her, and alked her, What fad tlung iiad 
befallen licr, that Ibe was in tiiat pligiit ? and 
when Ihe had t(dd him what injury Ind hcen 
offered her, lie comforted lier, and deiired her 1 
to be quiet, and to tal:c all patiently, and not 
to ellecm her being corrupted by iicr brother 
as an injury. So Ihc yielded to liis advice, 
and left olF her crying out and difeovering ; 
the force offered her to the multitude: and | 
lire continued as a widow with her brother 
Ahfaloro a long time. 

2, Win:?; David his father knew tills, lie 
was grieved at the adions of Ainnou ; hut hc- 
caufc he had an extraordinary affediou for 
him,' for he was his cldell Ion, he was compel¬ 
led not to alllid him ; but Abfiiloa||^atched 
for a fit opportunity of revenging tms crime 
upon him, for he thorouglily hated him. Now 
the fecond year after this wicked affair about 
Vj' fiftcr was over, and Abralom was about to 
go to fliecn his'own fiieep at Baalhazor, whic/'i 
1. a oity in the portion of Ephraim, he be- i 
fouerht his father, as well as his brethren, to I 
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come and feaft with him ; But when David 
cxcufed himlelf, as not being willing to bo 
burdcnibme to him, Ab.hdom deiired he would 
however fend his brethren ; whom he did fend 
accordingly. Then Ahfalom charged his owft 
fervants, that when they fhould fee Amnon 
difordered and drowfy with wine, and he 
IhoLild give ihem a fignal, they flaould fear no¬ 
body, but kill liim. 

3. WiiF.N tlicy had done as they were coin- 
laaiuled, the reft of lus brethren wete aftonilh- 
td and. difturhed, and were afraid for tliem- 
felvcs ; fo they immediately got on horfeback, 
and I'ode away to their father : But lonicbody 
there was who prevented them, and toltl theii 
father they were all flain by Ahhdi-m; where¬ 
upon he was overcome with forrow, as for 
fo many of his fons that were deftrciyed at 
once, and that by tlieir brother ail'o; and by 
this coniideration, that it was their brother 
that appeared to have fiain tliein, he aggrava¬ 
ted his forrow for th.em : bo he neither en¬ 
quired what was the caufe of this llaughtcr, 
nor flayed to hear any' thing c!fe, whicli yet 
it was hut reafonahle to have done.. When fo 
very groat, and by that greatnefs, fo incredible 
a misfortune was related to liim, lie rent his 
cloaths, and threw himfelf upon the ground, 
and there lay 1 nueeting the loll ti'all his fons j 
both thole wlio, as he w'as inforined, were 
llain, and of him that dew them. But |ona- 
dab, the Ion or his hrcuher Hhimcah, intreated 
him nr)t to iailulgc his fc.rrow fo far; for as to 
the reft of Ills fons, he did not believe that they 
were llain, for he found no caufe I'or lucli ti 
fufpieitm ; hut he l.'ud it might deferve enquiry 
as to Amuc-n, for it was not unlikPly that Ah 
faloin naigfit venture, tn kill him, on account (d 
the injury he liad offered to Tamar. In the 
mean time, a great nolfe of horfes, and a tu¬ 
mult of fonie people that W'crc ctnniiig, turned 
their attention to them : they were the kingr. 
four, who were lied away' from the fcall. So 
their father met them .as tliey were in ihci 
grief, and 'he hinifcli grieved with t’ncm ; ho' 
it Was more ‘hai; he cxjieficd to lie tho:e hi‘- 




A I'J T 1 Q^tr t T I E S O F THE J E W S. Book VH. 


again, whom he had a little before heart! 
to have perifhed. However, there were tears 
on both Tides : They lamenting their brother 
who was killed, and the king lamenting his fon, 
who was killed alfo ; but Abfalom fled to Ge- 
fliur, to his grand-father by his mother’s fide, 
who was king of that country, and he remain¬ 
ed with him three whole years. 

4. Now David had a defign to fend to Ab¬ 
falom, not that he llrould come to be punifhed, 
but that he might be with him; for the eftcifls 
<,)f his anger were abated by length of time. 
It was Joab, the captain of liis hoft, that cliief- 
ly perfuaded him fo to do ; for he fuborned an 
ordinary woman, that was flriken in age, to 
go to the king in mourning apparel, who laid 
t!ms to him : “ That two of her Tons, in a 


coarfe way, had lome difference between them j 
and that in the progrefs of tiiat difference, they 
came to an open quarrel, aud that one was 
fmitten by the other and was dead; and Ihe 
de/ired him to inlerpoTe in this cafe, and to do 

her the favour to favc this her fon from her 

• 

kindred, who ^va3 very zealous to have him 
that had llain his brother put to death, that fo 
file might not be farther deprived of the hopes 
file had of being talien care of in her old age 
by him ; and that if he would hinder tliis flaugh- 
tcr of her fon by tiirae that wUhed for it, he 
would do lier a great i'avour, becaule tlic kin¬ 
dred would not he rcUrained from their pur- 
pofe l;y any thing clfe than by tlicfear of him.” 

j when the king had given his confent to 
^.viiar the woman had begged of liiin, flie made 
tiii:. reply to Inin ; “ I owe thee thanks for thy 


Iicnignity to me in ])itying my old age, and 
prcvcnting%ic loin of mv only remaining child: 


bi t in order 10 aiTure me. of this thy kindnefs, 
he firli reconciled to thine oven Ion, and ceafe 


to be angry with him ; for how fliall I perfuade 
inyfeif tiiat thou had really bellowed this favour 
upon me, while thou iliyfclf continueft after the 


' Of tl 1'! v'cic’it of ArfitomS hair, Iiow in twentyor 
thill'. Yt-n j it V. I !1 aij.r'unt to two huilf'rcd flickcls, 

cr- to lonicv li.a above f’\ pounds .averdupriit,. Ice the Li¬ 
lt rMi \cco'apiiibmrnl of Prophecies, p. 77,78. But a late 
\o v iiuiicioiis .u'.hinr th.inks that the Septuagint mennt 
115 I'i- value was t'A'o huaditd fiichcls. 


like manner In thy wrath to thine owri'ffo'iV 
for it is a foolifh thing to add wilfully an'bflhfii 
to thy dead fon, while the death of the othc 
was brought about without any confent.” A 
now the king perceived that this , r/efende 
dory w'as a fubornation derived from Joab, an 
was of his contrivance ; and when, upon ei 
<}uiry of the old woman, he tmderftood it t 
be fo in reality, he called for Joab, and toK 
him, he had obtained what he requefted ac 
cording to his own mind ; and Itc bid hin 
bring Abfalom back, for he was not now dif- 
pleal'cd, but bad already ceafed to be angin 
with him. So Joab bowed himfclf dowui tO 
the king, and took Ms words kindly, and went 
immediately to Gclhur, and took Abfalom with 
him, 'alTu' clme to Jerufalem. 

5. Howi'ViU tire king fent a meffage to hi& 
fon before-hand, as he was corning, and com- 
I manded him to retire to his own houfe, for he 
j was not yet in ftich a difpofition as to think fit 
! at prefent to fee him. Accordingly, upon the 
father’s command, he avoided t:oming into his 
prefence, and contented himfclf with the n;fp..dl& 
paid him by his own family only. Now his 
beauty was nor impaired, either by the grief 
he had been under, or by the want of fuch 
care a.s was proper to be taken of a king’s fon ; 
for he Hill furpafled and excelled all men in the 
talncls of his body, and was more eminent [in 
a fine appearance] than thefe that dieted the 
moll luxurioully: and, indeed, fuch was the 
thickntfs of the hair of his head, that it was 
with diflicully that he was polled every eight 
day ; and his hair weighed two hundred Ihc- 
kels, wdiich are five pounds. However, he 
dwelt in jerufalem tw'O years, and became the 
father of three fons, and one daughter ; wdiich 
daughter w'as of very-great beauty, and which 
Reliola^, the fon of Solomon, took to wife 
aficrw’ard, and had by her i fon named ^biiah. 

But 

Dr Wall’s Critical Notes on tlic Old Tcrtament, up®n 
j aSiun. xiv. 26. It docs not apnear;;what was JofsT^nsi’t 
I opinion : he fets tlie text down lioncitly as.he found it in 
his copies ; only he thought, that at the end of ei^huda^-i', J 
when AUalcni polled or weighed Iiis hair, was o«tr a wciL 
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fent to Joab, and defired him to 
his fiither entirely towards him ; and to 
befecch him to give him leave to come to liing 
aiiJ fpeak with him. But when Joab ncgledcd 
ib to (lU^-.hc font fomc of his own forvaats, and 
let fue to tne field adjoining to him ; wdficli 
when joab underllood, he came to Abtalom, 
and accufed him of what he had done ; and j 
•liked him the rcafon why he did lo ? To which i 
Abfalom replied,'- That “ 1 have found out this | 
i' ratagem that might bring thee to us, while ; 
thou hail taken no care to perform the injunc- , 
t’wr. i laid upon tliee, which was this, to reeon- ! 
ti!'. luy rather to me: And 1 really beg it of I 
thee, now thou art here, to pacify my father : 
as to me ; Imce 1 clleem rny coining hither to 
i'c more grievous than my banIlhiiiC..Sg >adiilc ‘ 
my father’s wrath againd me continues.” Here- ; 
by joab wars perluaded, and pitied tlie diilrefs I 
that AlilaJom was in, and became an intercelfor j 
with the king for him. And when he had | 
diicourfed with his father, he loon hrouglu him j 
to that amicahlc difpolition towards Ablalom, 
o,-.t in^. prd’ently fent for him to come to liim : 
and when lie had call himfelf down upon the 
ground, .md had heg<’;ed for the forgivcnels of 
Ills ofi'emc', the king raifed him np, and pio- 
milcd liiiii to forget what he had It'rmcrly 
done. 

C H A P. IX. 

Conccrv'nig the Jnjurrehiion of Ahfalom airahiJI | 
Dav 'u/ ; and concernhnr Abitbo'hbi I and lln- i 

«.» i '■ 

Jha'i ; ajid concernh/g Ziba and Shirnei : and 
bow Ahuhophel hanged bhnfelf, 

§ r. Abfalom, upon this his fu'seefs 

1/^ wicli the king, procured to himfelf 
.a great many liorfcs, atid many chariots, and 
that in a little time alfo. Ho had iporcovcr 
lifty armour-lrearers that were about him, and 
he came early every day to tlic king’s palace, 
and fpake what was agreeable to fuch as came 

T'liis is of il)t' bcil corrections tliat Jofcplius’s c(- 
py .ift'ords II', of a text (hat in our ordinary copies i i sirof 
j corruiitcd. They fay, that this rebellion of Abfalcnn 
ua". forty years after what went before (of iiis rtconcilia- 
tR>n to hislailKi'); whereas the ferics of the hillcry (hews 
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for infiicc, and loft: iheir caiifes, as if that hug 
pciicd for Vv’aiit of good coimi'cllora ahont tlr^ 
king, or peril,tpr. becaulc llic judges mittook 
in tliat unjull !en<-cnce they gave, whereby he 
gained tlic good-will of tliem ail. He told 
them, that had lie but inch authoiitv commit- 
ted to him, he would dellrlbutc julliee to tliem 
in a molt ctjuitah!'; manner. WJien he had 
made himle'i i'o poj>u!ar anumg the mnliituile, 
he thought he h.ul alre.uly the jrood-wi!) of tlie 
peoj'lc leciired to liini ; hut wlieu j'our years 
had pafied imee hi:; ia'Iier .s re' oncilialion to, 
him, he came to him, ami Iicfought him to 
give him leave lo go to Hebron, am! pay a 
iacrilicc to Cloci, bccaule lie vovved it to him 
when he fled out oi tlie country. So when 
David had granted Ills rc(|uefl, he win: tlii- 
thcr, and great imiltitndes came ruiining lojge- 
iher to him, for he had lint to a yaasit mauv- 
hcr lo lo do. 

2. Amono them e.'mu: Ahitlo'.iih;,!, the (di!r- 
nite, a coimlcllor ol David’;, and two k'.mdred 
men out of |crulj!em itfelf, who knew no; his 
intculimis, hut were lent lor as to a liuiifr, 

So he was apjiointed king by all of them, 
wliich he obtained by this Hratagcm. As Icon 
a;: fids ncv^'s wa:; brought to David, ;j:id he 'v.a,-. 
j iuJbrmcd of when he did not cxpeel fi'om ids 
; Ion, he was aflrightcd at this lii;. impinu,; lU'd 
j !)old nndeiuking, and wondered tliat Ije was, 

10 lar iioiu neniemijciiiyg how liis offener had 
been fo latei)' forgiven iiiugthat he luiderlook 
much woffe and more wii i:ed cnlcrpri/..:;i; firfi 
•o dejirivc him of t.hat kingdom whi.h w.as 
given him of Hod; and fecoiully, t-s takea¬ 
way Ills own father’s life. He tliereforc refol- 
vcc! to l!y to tlic })arts beyond Jordan : So lie 
called Ills molt intiniU'e filcmki together, and 
eoinmunicaled to them all idnit he h;ui hea’d 
ol his Ions inailm I:,. Ho eoiniuiite-e himiv'll. 

I fo Cfjd, to judgg between them ahuui ail tl'clr 
1 actions ; a.uJ Icii the care of in-: roval pedaci- 

! ' 

11 rouUl us'f \'C, mw<’ th in / -t yi nrs afoT I), 'u, ! r,; i.i t,i- 

Icphus; '..-swre I'-inib'.-r cuufn-;-,"! I.y gi.ii e.'iny 

; of the Septu.ipinl vi-iIh'U v.'liciicc th" Alii' -rii.;t! 

, tion was ruads, v. iech siive,, u, itvj fiia,- fuaK la".-!-/;-;!: lA' 

' four years. 
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ro his ten concubines, and went awav from 
jcrufaloin, bciiU!; wiirmidy accompanied by the 
iieft of die miiltitudo, wlio went haftily away 
with him, and particularly by ihcd’e fix hun¬ 
dred aimed men who had been with him from 
his tint flight in the days of Saul : But he per- 
luaded Abiathar, and Zadok, the high ]iriefl:s, 
who liad determined to go away with him, as 
alio aU the Lcvite-., rvho were with the ark, to 
ftay beiiind, as hoping that God avould deliver 
him without its removal !)Ut he charged them 
to let him know privately how all things went 
on : And he liad theii fons, Ahimaaz the foa 
cf Zadok, and loiwlrnn the Ion of Abiatliar, 
for faithful minifters in ;;H things ; but Ittai 
the Gittite wc./i ont with him, whether David 
would let him or not; for lie would have per- 
fuaded iilm to flay, and on that account he 
appeared the moic Irieudly to him. But as lie 
was ai'eendin:; ilic mount of Olives hareiooted, 
and all his coiniiany were in tears, it was told 
him that Ahithophcl was with Ahfalom, and 
was of his fide. This hearing augmented his 
grief; and lie hci'ought God earnellly to alien¬ 
ate tlic mind of Ahlalom from Ahitliophel, for 
he was afraid that he fliould jicrfuade him 
to follow his pcniicion. couufel, for he was a 
priulcnt man, and very iliarp in feeing what 
was advaatageous. 'Wlieu David was gotten 
lipon the top of (he mountain, he took a view 
of the city ; and prayed to God wllfi ahundance 
of tears, as having already loll his kingdom : 
and here it was that a faithlul friend of his, 
whohi name was I“Iafiuii, met him. Wlicn 
David faw him with his cloatlis leiit, and liav- 
Mig allies all over his head, and in lamentation 
for the great change of afl'aiis, he coraforled 
fiim and exhorted iiini to )(*ave oil'ggieving ; 
nav, at length lie hcfouglit him to go back to 
Ahlalom, ;yid ajipear as one of his jiarfy, and 
(o fifli out the Aeret counfeis cf hi; iniiHl, and 
(G conti adid the counfeis of Ahithopkt 1 ; for that 
he criild nr.tdohim fo mucii good by being with 
him, as iiC miiflit by heimr vjitli Ahlalom. So 
he was j.rcvailed on by David, and kit Jum, 
and came to Jernfalcm, wliither Abfa'cm him- 
ieif tame alfo a llt'lc while aftcinvaid. 
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3. When David w'as gone a little fS'rT'hti- 
there met him Ziba, the fervant of IViOpiii- 
bolhclh (whom he had fent to take care of tlu 
poirdiions which had been given him, as.-tne 
foil of Jonathan, the fon of Saul) whlDa coj- 
plc ol afles, loaden with provifiohs; and dc- 
iired liim to take as much of lliem as he and 
hi;; followers flood in need of. And when the 
king afkcd him, “ Where he had left Mcplii- 
bofhctli ?” he faid, “ He had left him in jeru- 
falcm, expedting to be chofen king in the pre- 
fent confufions, in rcmcn'brancc of the bene¬ 
fits Saul had conferred upon them.” At tins 
the king liad great indignation, and gave 
Zlha all that he Jiad formerly bertow'cd i 
Mcphihoflieth ; for he determined, that it w. 

I inucli’’fit'C?f' that he fhould have them than tli 
other ; at which Ziba greatly rejoiced. 

4. When David was at Bahurini, a place fo 
called, there came out a kinfman of Saul’s, 
whofc name was Sbima, and threw floucs at 
him, and gave him reproachful words; and, 

I as his friends flood about the king, and pr' 

! ed him, he perfevered ftill more in li¬ 
es, and called him, “ A bloody ir 
author of all forts of mifehief.” I 
alfo, “ go out of the land, as an i.,.j,uie and 
accurfed wretch ; and he thanked God for de¬ 
priving liim of Ills kingdom, and cauflng him 
to be puniflied for what injuries he had done to 
his mafter [Saul] ami this by the means of hi- 
own fon.” Now when they were all provoked 
againfl him, and angry at him, and particular¬ 
ly Ahifliai, wdio had a mind to kill Shimei, 
David rcflraincd his anger, “ Let us not, faid he, 
bring upon ourfc'vcs another frefh misfortune 
to thole we have already, for truly I have not 
Uie Icafl regard nor concern for this dog that 
raves at me ; 1 hihmit myfelf to God,.by whole 
permiflion this man treats me in fuch a wiki 
inanner : nor is it any wonder that 1 am ob¬ 
liged to undergo thefeabufesfrom him, while 1 
exjiericnce the Ijkc from an imjdous fon of my 
own ; hut perhaps God will have fome„com~ 
milcratlon upon us: if it be his will, wc fhall 
ovcrcOinc them.” So he went on his way-with- 

out 
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cur'-aMblmg himfelf with Shimei, who ran a- 
IcJsrghhe otlicr fuleof the mountain, and threw 
out his abufive language plentifully : But when 
1 )4'vid was come to Jordan, he allowed thofc 
with him to refrcfli thcmfclvcs, for 
they were weary. 

j;. But when Abfalom, and Ahithophel his^ 
counreilor, were come to Jerufalem, with all 
t he people, David’s friend [Huftiai], came to 
iheiu ; and when he had worlhipped Abl'alom, 
he withal wifhed that his kingdom might lall 
a long time, and continue tor all ages. But 
when Ahlalom laid to him, “ How comes this, 
that he wlio was fo intimate a friend of my 
father’s, and apjtcarod faithful to l)im in all 
things I'lot with him now, but hath left him, 
and is come over to me?” Hulhai STi.ri’tvcrwas 
very pertinent and prudent; tor he laid, “ We 
ought to follow Clod, and the multitude of the 
people ; while thefe therefore, my lord and maf- 
ter, are with tliec, it is fit that I fhoukl follow 
for thou haft received the kingdom from 
1 will therefore, if thou believeit me to 
, . uy friend, ftiew the fame fidelity and kind- 
nefs to thee which thou kneweft 1 have fticwn 
to thy fiithcr : Nor is there any reafen to be 
in the Icaft diftatlsfied with the pretent liatc of 
affairs ; lor the kingdom is not transferred into 
anotlier, but remains ftill in the fimc family, 
hv the foil’s receiving it [after Ids father].” 
This fpcceh perfuaded Abfalom, who before 
fufpeCted Hufhai. And now lie called Ahitho¬ 
phel, and confultcd with him what he ought 
to do. He perfuaded him to go in unto his la¬ 
ther’s concubines; for lie fuid, Tliat-“ by this 
adllon the people would believe that thy differ- ! 
dice with thy father is irreconclieable, and will 
thence fight with great alacrity agalnft thy fa- | 
thcr ; for hitherto they are afraid of taking up j 
open tmnity againft him, out of an cxpeCla- I 
lion tliat you will be reconciled again.” Ac- | 
cordingly Abfilom was prevailed on by this |; 
advice, and commanded his fervants to pitch |! 
him a tent upon^thc top of the royal palace, iu 
the fight of the multitude, and he went in and 
hy with his father’s concubines. Now this 
came topafs according totlic predidion of Na¬ 


than, when he propriribed, and fignified to him, 
that his foil would ri;:- u]i in rebellion againtt 
him. 

6. And when Ahfalom had done what he 
was advifed to by Ahithophel, lie ckfired his 
I advice, in the fecond place, about the war 
I agalnft his fatlier. Now Ahithophel only aft.- 
ed him to let him liave ten ihoufand cJiokr. 
men, and he promifed he cvould flay his la¬ 
ther, and bring the foldicrs hack again in lafe- 
ty ; and he laid. That “ then llie kingdom 
would be firm to him when David was dead, 
but not otherwlle |.” Abf-Iom ivas pleafed 
wdth this advice ; and called for Hufliai, Da¬ 
vid’s friend (for fo did he ftyle him) and in¬ 
forming him of the opinion of Ahithophel, he 
- afked farther ivhat was his opinion concerning 
tliat matter? Now he was fenlihle, that if Ahi- 
thophcl’s counfd was followed, David would 
he in danger of being iei/cd on, and ilain ; lo 
he attempted to introduce a contrary opinion, 
and faid, “ Thou art not unacquainted, O 
king, with the valour of thy father, and cd' 
thofc that are now wiiii lain ; tliat he hath 
made many wars, and hath always conic of] 
with vitlory, though probably lie now abidet 
in the camp; for he is eery Ikilful in Itratagems, 
and in forefecing tH|^ deceitful tricks of his 
I enemies ; yet will he leave his own fiildicrs in 
the evening, and will either hide himfelf in 
fome valley, or will p.laec an amhnfh at fomc 
rock; fo that when onr army joins liatlle with 
! him, his foldicrs will retire for a iistlc while, 
but will come upon us again, as encouraged 
hy the king’s being near them ; and in the 
mean lime, your father will Ihcw Idmfelf liul- 
dcnly in tlic time of tlie battle^ and will infufe 
courage into his C'wii peojilc when they are in. 
danger, but bring conilernatioa to thine. Con- 
fider, therefore, my advice, and ixgdon upon it; 
and if thou can ft ncit but acknowledge it to be 
the beft, reicQ the opinion of AhithojihcL 
Send to the' entire country of tlic Hebrev. s, 
and order them to come to fight with thy fa¬ 
ther ; and do thou thyfcif take the arpiy, and 
be thine own general in this war, and do lu.. 
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truft Its manaii^ejneut to another ; then cxped; 
to conquer him with cafe, when thou over¬ 
take/1 him openly witli his few partifans, but 
■hafl thylclf nrany ten thoufands, who will be 
defirous to demonflratc to thee their diligence 
a.nd alacrity. Attd'if thy father fhall Ihut him- i 
fclf up in fomc city, and bear a hege, wc will | 
overthrow lliat city by machines of war, and 
by undermining it.” When Hulhai had faid 
this, he obtained his point againll Ahiihophel, | 
for his opinion was })rcrerrcd by Abl'alom be- I 
fore the other’s : However, it was no other ' 
than God who made the counfel of Hufliai 
appear hefi; to tlie mind of Abfalom. 

y. So Hulhai made hafic to the h'igh prie/ls, 
Zadok and Abiathar, and told them the opin¬ 
ion of Ahithophcl, and his own, and that the 
Tcfolufion was taken to i'ollow this latter ad¬ 
vice. He therefore bid them fend to David, 
and toil him of it, and to inform him of the 
couulcLs that liad been taken ; and to dehre 
liim farther to jaafs ([uickly over ]ordan, lell 
his ion Ihonld change his mind, and make 
halle to piirfiic him, and fo prevent him, and 
feizc upon him before he he in fafety. Nov/ 
the high prieRs had tlieir fons concealed in a 
proper pine out oi the city, that they might i 
carry news to Divid wliat w;is trarilabled. | 
AecordinAv tliey lent a rnald-fervant, whom 
li'.oy could. Irntl, to them, to carry the news of 
,/Vi<i:ilom’a eouritds, ami ordered thorn to ligni- 
ty ib.c kur.c (o David with all fpccd. So they 
m.ulc J)o cNtmie nor def.iy ; but taking’along 
v'drh them tiheir fither’s iiiiunflions, became 
H ious and fail]did minillers ; and jndgit'.g that 
qnickne fs and fuddennefs was the hcR mark of 
faithful iervice, tlicy made hade to meet with 
David : But certain luvcfcinen law them when 

* This rcfliaVio;; y jfi phas, tlint fh).' Lvoueft ti) 

■St uyht ihf ilsMCirous i,)uiif<_l I'f .MiitJK'plu'i, aiul din./l- 
Iv //.’y.'/sM.Ui/w'lcktti Alif.ilom to rcjc/l it (vsl'icli 
twn is wJi.u flic Sciiptnrc Ityics the jiidicial I'.rr,!. nhii’ th^ 
i/v.T/j-/'t’ of nu n, wlii),’l)y tluar former ' 
I'clunt.i.'y \iIsCdiu fs, has c jin'lly dcfcrvtd to he d.,-[hov- 
ci!, and .trc tberchy facaipht to dcilruction) is .i very jnll i 
'.'.nd ill him not iinfrcquent. Nor dots Jofcjilnis 
< vt'i' ]ai/. 7 ,lc liimfclf, or perplex hi.s rearlers, tvifli fubtilo 
Jivpf 'd'l h a as to 'he oi fneit jutiii'i..] inia.tna.tionsliy 

»h, d, yh.ilc the '.S''/..,’ of tilt-.11 is generally fo ohvioits. i 
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they were two furlongs from the city, 
formed Abfalom of' them, who immedhitsaiy 
lent fomc to take them; hut when the fons of 
the high priefts perceived this, they went,out 
of the road, and betook themfclves ccitain 
village ; that village was called Bahllrhn ; there 
they dehred a certain woman to hide them, 
and aflbrd them lecurity. Accordingly flic ler 
lltc yourvg men down by a rope into a well, 
and laid llecccs of wool over tficm ; and when 
thofe that purfued them came to her, and alk- 
ed her whether ihc faw them ? Ihe did not de¬ 
ny that fhe had fecn them, for thal they Ray¬ 
ed with her fomc time, hut flie l.nd they then 
went their ways ; and ihc lorctold, that, how¬ 
ever, if they woidd follow them dire (illy, they 
•would™t:*/,teh them ; Hut when alter a long pur- 
fuit they could not catch them, they came hack 
again ; and when the woman faw thofe men 
were returned, and that there was no longer 
any fear of the young mens being caught by 
them, flic drew them up by the rope, ami bid 
them go on their journey. Accordingly tliey 
ufed great diligence in the profecution of tliat 
journey, and came to David, and informed 
him accurately of all the counfels of Ahfdom. 
So he commanded thole that were with him 
to pals over Jordan while it was night, and not 
to delay at all on that account. 

8. Birr Ahithophcl, on rejcflion of his ad¬ 
vice, got upon his a Is, and rid away to his 
own country Gilon ; and calling his family to¬ 
gether, he told them diltimllly what advice he 
had given Abfalom, and lince he had not been 
pcriliaded by it, he laid he would evidently 
]';crilh, and tliis in no long time, and that Da¬ 
vid would overcome him, and return to his 

kiiig- 

That pc'culi.ir mrnr.cr of tuc <hv;ne operations, or permif- 
fioiis, or ihc Durns God makes life of in calcs, is of¬ 

ten impenetrahit by us. Sen it thutgs hilti’y t'j the Lcrdcur 
Gud; hut thole things that are revealed, hiiome to m and to 
our :rddren jer ever, that ave mny do ull t'rc aiords cj this 
lav. Dent, xxi.x. 2(). Nor have all the !\i!>riltics of the 
model ns, fo far as I fee, given any tonhderalde light in 
this, anil many ether the like points of difficulty rdatiii;; 
either to divine or human openitiotis. See aifo liie notes 
on Anriq. IJ. V. tin i. ^ and Antiq. B, IX. ch. iv. § 3. 
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again: So he faid it was better that 
ht 4 l? 6 uld, takc his own life away with freedom 
and magnanimity, than expofe hinifelf to he 
peJulhecl by David, in oppofition to whom he 
had aCi-oj^ entirely for Ahfalom. When he had 
dilconrl'cd thus to them, he went into tlic in- 
moft room of his houfc and hanged himfelf; 
and this was the death of Ahithophcl, who 
was felt-condemned : and when his rcLitions 
had taken him down from the halter, they 
‘^ook care of his funeral. Now as for David, he 
palled over Jordan, as we liavc faid already, 
snJ canae to Mahanaim, a very lane and very 
flrong city, and all the chief men of the coun¬ 
try received him with great pleafurc, both out 
of tlie flianic they had that hclhould he forced 
to flee away [from Jcrufalcm] anti the 

reipedt they bare him while he was in his for¬ 
mer profperity. Thefc were Barzillai, the Gi¬ 
leadite ; and Siphar, the ruler among the Am¬ 
monites; and Machir, the principal maia of (ili- 
iead ; and thefe furniflied him with plentil'ul 
provifions for himfelf and his followers, it)fo- 
piuch, that they wanted no beds, nor blankets 
for them, nor loaves of bread, nor wine ; nay, 
they brought them a great many cattle for 
llaughter, and afi'orded them v.'hat furniture 
itiey wanted fo^their refrefhmcnt when they 
were weary, and for food, with plenty of other 
nccetTarics. 


CHAP. X. 

IToiv, "when Abfalom ivas beaten^ he was l aught 
in a Tree by his Hair, and was Jlain. 

§ I. Al ND this was the flate of David and 
y~\ his followers. But Ablalom got to¬ 
gether a vaft army of the Hebrews to oppofe 
hie father, and palfed therewith over the river 
Jordan, and fat down not far otf Mahanaim, 
in the country of Gilead. Fie appointed Ama- 
fato be captain of all his hoft, inftead of Joab 
his kiultnan : his father was Ithra, and his 
mother Abigail : Now flie, and Zeruiah the 
mother of Joab, were David's filters. But 
v/hca David had numbered his followers, and 

-- No. XL 


found them to he about four thc/ufand, he r>.- 
folved not to tarry till Ablalom attacked him, 
bur fer over his men captains ( f tiT'iul.ino.s, and 
captains of hundreds, and dn/ided hh aimy in¬ 
to lliuc parts; tiie one patt lie cominitfcci to 
Joali, the next to Abifliai, Joah’s brotiicr, and 
the third part to fttai, David’s companion and 
friend, hut one that came froiu the city Galh. 
And when he was defirons of fighting hiinfell 
among them, his friends would not let him ; 
and this rclufal of tlicirs was founded uj)OH 
very wife aclior.s ; “ For, faid they, if wc: i.e 
conquered when he is with us, wc have loft alt 
good liopes of recovery ourfelvcs ; but if wc 
Ihould be beaten in one part of our army, the 
other parts may retire to him, and may thcre-- 
by prepare a greater force, while the ciieiny 
will naturally fupjmle that lie hath anothei’ arrnv 
with him.” So David v.as plcifed Vvitli tin. 
i their advice, and relolvcd hindilf to tairy at 
I Alahanaim. And a-> be iei't hi^ liicnds -iiul 
; commanders to tlie battle, he detited them to 
, Ihcvv [all pollible] alacrity and hdclity; and t(» 
bear in mind what advantages tlicy Inul receiv¬ 
ed froni him, Vvdiicli though they li.ul not iiccn 
very great, yet had they not Iiccu quite im o!i- 
fiderable ; and he begged of thUa to fi'.are thr 
young man y\hfalom, leilforne mircl/ud’fhouKi 
befal himldf il he lliould be killed. And ihi. > 
did ho fend out Ins army to the lattb , . nd 
wilhed tiiern vidlory therein. 

2 . Thln du! Joab put his army m [<artic- 
array over againft the enemy iti the gici* plain, 
where he had a wood behind him. Abfalom 
alfo brought, his army into the field to oppofe 
him. Upon the joining oi' tlie battie, botii 
Tides llrewcd great atrions with their lvmd<, 
and their holdnefs ; the one (idc expcdiiig 
ihemlelvcs to the grentcll hazards, end ufm >, 
their utmoft alae:ity, that D»vnl might recover 
his kingdom ; and the other ncing no way de¬ 
ficient, either in doing or fuffering, that Ahfa¬ 
lom might not he deprived of tint kingdom, 
and be brought to puniilnncni by his father 
for his impudent ;ittcmpt againft him. Thofe 
alio that w^ere tlie moft numciov. , w'ere fo¬ 
il'.’tons 


a N 
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lichens that they might not be conquered by 
thole few that were with Joab, and with the 
other couiinanders, l)ecaiile that would be the 
greatell diCgrace to them, while David’s fol- 
dlers drove greatly to overcome fo many ten 
thonlands [as the enemy had with them.] 
Now David's men were conquerors, as fuperi- 
or in dreneth and Ikill in war ; fo they follow- 
«‘d the others as tlicy fled'away through the 
k'U’ds and valleys; fomc they took jiirifoncrs, 
and many they llcw, and more in the flight 
than in the t)attlc, for tliere foil ahout twenty 
th(n;finJ that day : But all David’s men ran 
violently upon AlTalom, for he was cafily 
known by his beauty and talnefs. He was 
himfelf affo afraid led bis enemies diould feize 
on him ; i'o he got upon the king’s mule, and 
fiovd ; hut as he was carried with violence and 
noifa, and a grc.it motion, as being himlblf 
liglit, he entangled his hair greatly in tlic large 
boughs of a Imotty tree that I'pread a great 
wav, and tlierc he hung after a furprifmg 
manner ; and as for llic bead, it went on far¬ 
ther, and that fwiftly, as if his mader had been 
dill upon his back; but be hanging in the air 
upon the bouidis, was taken by his enemies. 
Now w'hcn 0* of David’s foldiers faw tins, 
he informed Joah of it ; and when the general 
fail!, That “ if lie liad diot at and killed Ah- 
falnsn, he woiiiu have given him fifty Ihckcls;” 
lic r. plied, I vw'uld ru-l have killed my maf- 
ttT’.> ion, if thou woi'ilu li.ive given me a thoii- 
fand ihckels, efpccially when he dclired that 
the yoin'g man might he ipared in the hearing 
of us all.” But 'joab l ad Iilm drew him where 
it war; ihat he faw Anfoiara hang; whercujion 
he ihot iilm to the heart, and dew him ; and 
loan's armour-i)carcrs dcod ruiuul about the 
tree, arid pulled down ids dead boily, and cad 
it into a great c'.ai'm tiiat was out o'( fight, and 
hid an'hcap of de-nct u])on him, till the cavi¬ 
ty w.ip fak'd up, and had both the appearance 

■* 'rri<' Tc.v'.Icr ;h’c. 1 noi bt furpoiAI at 'Jiis account of 
thionc, both hci'C, .uicl 2 Sa-n. xviii. 2.). that it 
w.’.s ih’/a'.v/; i'wo p_jU's or pi rials, gates being ill cities, as 
well as at the rcniplc, large o;icn.places, with a portal at 
ti e cJtKir.c!, and another at the c.xit, betv;ecn which ju- 
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and the bignefs of a grave. Then Joab fOwovt 
a retreat, and recalled his own foldjers fr^n 
purfuing the enemies army, in order to fpan 
their countrymen. 

3. Now Abfalom had ereded foc" nirnfeb 
a done marble pillar in the king’s dale, twe 
furlongs didant from Jerufalem, which lit 
named Ahfalorn s Hand^ faying, that if his chil¬ 
dren were killed, his name would remain by 
that pillar ; for he had three fons, and om 
daughter, named T’amar^ as we faid before 
who, when die was married to David’s grand- 
fon Rehoboam, bare a fon, Abijah by name, 
who fucceeded his father in the kingdom ; 
But of thefe we fhall fpeak in a part of our 
hidory which will be more proper. After the 
death v/kA'bfalom, they returned every one to 
their own homes refpcdivcly. 

4. But now Ahimaaz, the fon of Zatlok 

the high pried, went to Joab, and dedred he 
would permit him to go and tell David of this 
vidory, and to'^bring him the good news that 
God had afforded his aflidance and his provi¬ 
dence to him. However he did not grant his 
requed ; hut faid to him, “ Wilt thou that 
had always been the meflenger of good news 
now go and acipuaint the king that his fon is 
dead So he defircd him He then 

I called Cuflri, and committed tfe bufmefs to him, 
that he diould tell the king what he had feen. 
Ihit when Ahimaaz again defired him to let 
him go as a meffenger; and aflured him that 
he would only relate what concerned the vic¬ 
tory, but not concerning the death of Abfalom, 
he gave him leave to go to David. Now he 
I took a nearer road than the former did, for 
; nobody knew it but himfelf, and he came, be- 
‘ fore Culhi. Now as David was fitting be¬ 
tween the gates, and waiting to fee when 
i fomebody would come to him from the bat¬ 
tle, ai^d tell, him how it went, one of the 

watcli- 

(uci;il caufc:; were heard, aiicl public confukatiuns taken, 
and as it i.s well known from fcvcral places’ of fcriptiirc, 
2 Cliron. xxxi. 2. Pf.dm ix. 14. cxxvii. q. Prov'. i. ji. 
viii. 3,“34. xxxi. 23. and often elfewhere. 
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antiquities of the jews. 


iTa\.'^htnen faw AKimaaz running, and before 
lic-couid difcern who he was, he told David 
that lie faw fomebody coming to him, who 
lab j, he was a good mefiTcnger. A little while 
after iie'^informed him, that another moffenger 
followed him ; whereupon the king faid that 
lie was alfo a good melfenger : But when the 
'vatchman faw Ahimaaz, .and that he was al- 
' cady very near, he gave the king notice that 

was tlic Ton lif Zadok the high prieft, who 
came running: So David was very glad, and 
laid, “ He was a meiTcnger of good tidings, 
and brought liim fome fuch iiews from the 
battle a-5 tie dciired to hear.” 

5’. While the king was faying thus, Ahi¬ 
maaz appeared, and worthipped the king. 
And when the king entpiired of him abdut the 
liattle, he faid, “ He brought him the good 
nows of viflory and dominion.” And when 
lie eiKiuircd what he had to fay concerning his 
ion, and faid. That “ he came away on the 
fudden as foon as the enemy was defeated, 
but that he heard a great noife of thofe that 
purfued Abfalom, and that he could learn no 
norc, becaufe of the hailc he made when Joab 
lent him to inform him of the viftory.” But 
when Cuthi was come, and had worlhipped 
liim, and informed him of the viflory, he afk- 
ed him about his fon; who replied, “ May 
the like misfortune befal thine enemies as hatli 
befallen Abfalom.” That word did not permit 
either himfelf or his foldiers to rejoice for the 
vidlory, though it was a very great one, but 
David went up to the higheft part of the 
city, and wept for his fon, and beat his breafl, 
tearing [the hair of ] his head, and torment¬ 
ing himfelf all manner of ways, and crying- 
out, “ O my fon, 1 wifli that 1 had died my- 
felf, and ended iny days with thee ! ” for he 
was of a tender natural afFc<flion, and had ex¬ 
traordinary coiripafflon for this fon in particu¬ 
lar. But when tlic army aiul Joab heard that 

-* Since David was now in Mahanaiin, nnd in the open 
place of that city g ite,''which feems flill to have been built 
the liijtlicl!: of any part of the wall, and fmee our oilier 
copies lay lie ^a'enl up to the ebumber over tl>e gnhy 2 Sam. 
iviii 31-1 think v.'C oii^ht to correct our prefent rca-l- 
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the king mourned for his fon, they were 
afhamed to enter the city in the habit of con¬ 
querors, but they all came in as cad down, 
and in teats, as if they had been beaten. Now 
while the king covered hinil'elf, and pilcv()ully 
lamented his fon, Joab went in to him, and 
comforted him, and faid, “ O my lord the 
king, thou art not aware that thou la veil a 
blot on thyfclf by what thou now docll, ior 
thou fcemefl to hate thofe that love thee, and 
undergo dangers for tlicc, nay, to hate thyiclf 
and thy family, and to love thole that arc thy 
bitter enemies, and to dcTuc the compa.ny of 
thofe that are no more, and who have licen 
juftly flain; forbad Abliilom gotten the vielory, 
and.firmly fettled himfelf in the kingdom, 
there liad been none of us left alive, but all 
of us, beginning with thyfclf and thy children, 
had miferably psrifhcd, while our enemies had 
not wept for us, but rejoiced over us, and 
punifhed even thofe that pitied us in our mif- 
fortunes ; and thou art not afhamed to do this 
in the cafe cf one that has been thy hitter cnc- 
11151^ who, while he was thine own fon, hath 
proved fo wicked to thee. Leave oft', there¬ 
fore, thy imrcafonahlc grief, anjd come abroad 
and be feen by thy foldiers, and return them 
thanks for the alacrity tlu'y fhewed in the 
fight: for I my left' v.'ill this day juirfuadc the 
jicople to leave thee, .and to give thy kingdom 
to another, if them continucll to do thus, and 
then 1 fhall make thee to grieve bitterly and in 
earneft.” Upon joab’s Ipcaklng thus to him, 
he made the king leave olf liis furrow ; and 
hrouglit him to the confidoration of his affairs: 
So David changed his habit, and expofed hirn- 
felf in a manner ft to be fecn by the iruiti- 
tude, and fat at the gates; \^heren[)()n all the 
people heard of it, and ran togelher to In'in, 
and fainted him : And this was the present 
ft ate of David’s aft'airso 

C II A Ih 

ii\<; in jofepbus, aiui for (.VvfbouKl re;el /wA', >. r. 
of the liiglicfl part of the city, Ilioiikl f.;y, the hr. S..': ]■ :rt 
of the Accordingly wc find David ii>r!e:ild' o; Jo- 

fephus, as well as in out other copies, c, .S.ira. f. fit 
tiiig us before iu the .to-'r of tkisVicy. 
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.licu’ Dtii'iJ, ivbcn be had recovered his Kifig- 
dom^ ivas reconciled to Shimei^ and to Ziha; 
and JJoeivcd a great ylff’eblion to Barzillai: 
a?id hotVf upon the Rife of a Sedition^ he 
made Amafi Captain rf bis Hcjl^ in order 
to pui'fue Sheba ; it'bich Amafa was Jlain by 
'' ‘joah. ! 

I 

5 i, IVT O \V tliofc Hebrews that had been I 
JL^ with Ablalom, and had retired out of j 
tlie baltie, when they were all returned home, | 
fent men'engers to every city, to put them in 
mind of what benefits David had bellowed upon 
them, and of that liberty wliich he had pro¬ 
cured them, by delivering them from many and 
great wars. But they complained, that where¬ 
as they had cjctled him out of his kingdom, 
and cominlllcd it to another governor, which 
other governor wliom they had let up was alrea¬ 
dy dead, they did not uotv bcfeech David to 
leave oil' his anger at them, and to become 
I’ricnds with them, and as he ufed a do, to re- j 
fume the care ol their affairs, and take the { 
kingdom again. This was often told to David, i 
And this notwilhflanding, David fent to Zadok 
and Alnathar the hig'n prieds, that they fliould 
I'peak to the rulers of tiie tribe of Judah, after 
the m.amrcr following: That “■ it wcnild he a 
reproach permit the other tribes 

to cluire Datidfor thc'r king before their tribe ; 
and this, laid he, v/lille you arc alun to him, ' 
and of the fe.me common blood.” Pic rom- 
m.imled tlicni ai'o to fay ihc fame to Amafa, 
tile c.iptaln of their forces, That, “whereas 
he was hi;, fider’s fun, he had not perfuaded 
llic muliit'uL' to rcllore the kingdom to David : 
'Fhat lie mig'ha c.xpeA from liim not only a 
re'.'njti i'iation, for that was already gmntcd, 
])Ut that fnpreme (-''mmand of the army alfo 
whicii Ahfah'm had heffowed ujion him.” Ac- 
cordinglv tlie high priells, when they had dif- 
cnurfc.l wiiii the rulers of the tribe, and faid 
wl'at tin; I.l'n:; liad. ordered them, perfuaded 
./\!n:ila to undertake the care of his affairs. 
Mo 'ic nerfuaded tint tribe tQ-icnd immediately 
.Uli’ i.'ffulor;. to lii.n, to befcech him to return 


to his own kingdonm The iame did aR. ihc 
Ifraelit&s, at the like peiTuafion of Amafa. 

2. When the ambaffadors came to him, he 
came to Jerufalem ; and the tribe of Judah was 
the firll that came to meet the king atgltc river 
Jordan. And Shiinei, the fonofGera, came 
wdth a thoufand men, which he brought-witn 
liim out of the tribe of Benjamin; and Zib;i 
the freedmaa of Saul, with his fons, fifteen in. 
number, and with his trventy fervants. All 
thele, as well as the tribe of Judah, laid a bridge 
I of boats] ov;er the river, that the king;, and 
thofe thaU: werc.with him, might with cafe pafj 
over it. Now as foon as he w^as come to Jordan, 
the tribe of Judah fainted him. Shimei alio 
came upon the bridge, and took hold of his 
feet, ahffprayed him, “To forgive him wliat 
he had offended, and not to be too bitter againll 
him, nor to think fit to make liim the firll ex¬ 
ample of feverity under his new authority ; bur 
to confidcr tliat he had repented of his failuic 
of duty, and had taken care to come full cl 
all to liim.” While he wws thus iurreating the 
king, and moving him to compaffioii, Abilhai, 
JoabV'brother, fiid, .-.‘^And lhall not this man 
die for this, that he hath curfed that king whom 
God hath appointed to reign over us ?” But 
David turned himfelf to him, and faid, “ Will 
you never leave off, yc fons of Zeruiali ? Do 
not you, 1 pray, ralic new troubles and fedi- 
tions among us, now the former arc over ; for 
I would not have you ignorant, that I this day 
begin my reign, and therefore fwmar to remit to 
all offenders their punilhmeiits, and not to ani¬ 
madvert on any one that has finned. Be thou, 
therefore, faid he, O Shimei, of good courage, 
and do not at all fear being put to death.” So 
he woiTnippcd him, and went on before him. 

3. Mephibosheth alfo, Saul’s grandfon, 
met David, cloathcd in a forded garment, and 
having his hair thick and ncglcdhcd ; for after 
David w^as fled away, he was in fuch grief that 
he had not polled his head, nor had he walhcd 
his cloatlis, as dooming himfelf to undergo fuch 
hardlhips upon occafion of th.c king’s affairs. 
Nowr lie had been unjuftly calumniated to the 

king 
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klacc by Ziba bis fteward. When he had falu- ; 
ted the king, and woidhlppcd him, the king 
began to alk him, “Why he did not go out 
e^'lcmhilem with him, and accompany him 
daii/.g itis fligiit ?” He replied. That “this 
piece ^of'^injudice was owing to Ziba, bccaufe 
wdien he was ordered to get things ready lor 
liis going oat with him, he took no care ol it, 
hut regarded him no more than if he had been 
a Have ; and indeed, liad 1 had my feet found 
and ftrong, I had not deferted thee, for 1 could 
then have made ufe of them in my flight; But 
this is not all the injury that Ziba hath done 
me, as to my duty to thee, my lord and mal- ' 
ter, but he hath calumniated me befidcs, and , 
U)k\ lies-, about me of his own invention ; but | 

1 know thy mind will not admit of Inch cal¬ 
umnies, hut is righteoully difpofed, and a lov¬ 
er of truth, which it is alfo the will of God 
Ihould prevail: For wdicn thou waft in the 
greateft danger of ftiftcring by my grandfather, 
and when, on that account, our whole family 
might juftly have been deftroyed, thou waft | 
moderate, and merciful, and didft then clpeci- | 
ally forget all thole injuries, when, if thou hadft | 
remembered them, thou hadft the ]K)wcr of | 
punilhing us for them ; but thou hail judged ; 
me to he thy friend, and haft let me every day 
at thine own table; nor have I wanted any 
thing which one of thine own kinlmen, ol ! 
greateft efteem with thee, could have expceftal. 
When he had laid this, David refolvcd neither 
to punifh Mcphiboflicth, nor condemn Ziba, j 
as having belied his maftcr ; but laid to him, 1 
that as he had [before] granted all his cllatc to ; 
Ziba, bccaufe he did not come along with him, j 
fo he [now] promifed to forgive him, and order- j 
cd that the one half ol his eftate ftiould be rc- 
ftored to him. Whereupon Mephibolheth fful, 
“Nay, let Ziba take all; it fuftices me tliat 
Uiou haft: recovered thy kingdom. • 

4. But David defned Barzillai the (dlcaci- 


itc, that great and good man, and one that h.ad 
matle i plentiful provihon for him at Maha- 
naim, and had condinftcd him as fir as Jordan, 
to accompanv him to Jciuialem; lor he pro- 
mifed to treat him in his old age with all nxan- 
ncr of rcfpeil, Vv’ould take care oi him, and 
provide for him. But Barzillai was io detirous 
to live at home, that he intreafetl him to c\- 
I cni'e him from attendance on him ; and laid, 
j That “ his age was too grea.t to wijoy t!ie plea- 
; fires [of a court] lince he was ioiirleore years 
I old, and was ihcrcfare making iirovifion for 
j hisdeatli and Inirlal ; f) he defred him to gra- 
' lify him in this requeft, and dilinils Iiiin ; lor 
that he had no relllh ol' his meat, or his drink, 
by reafon of his age ; and that liis ears were 
; too much Ihnt up to hear the Immd C)! pipe:;, 
or the melody of other mnfeal in!lruuK.uts, 

' fticli as all thole tliat live witli kings delieht in.” 

; When he intrealed for this lo carncillv, the 
king I'aid, “ 1 dilinii:; thee, Imt thou Ihalt grant 
me thy Ion (huimliam, and uj)on him will I 
heftovV all forts cd good things.” bo Bar/lllai 
left his i'on with him, and woiihipped tb.e king, 
and wllhed him a I'rofpcroii;; concluhon ol all 
Ills afi'alrs according to his, own miiul, and then 
returned home: But Da\-!d CMinc to (ulgal, 
having :d)out him hall tin: people j ol Iliad] 
and ti'.e [whole] tribe of jiula'i. 

p Now the principal rmu) of the covintiy 
came to Gika! to ii';m with a great mukitude; 
and eon\]'laiiicd of tin; triite of |iidah,th:i1 the}' 
had coinc lo him in a ]u i vale manner ; wlicrcT; 
tlrey ought all conjointly, and wiili oirc and 
the fame intcntiriig U) has'CMflvcn himiiic meet¬ 
ing. Bui the riders ol the ti'ibc of |iu!ah de- 
lircd them not to he dilplcaloJ, il tlier liad 
been prevented by tliem ; for, I'lid th.ey, “ \Vi; 
are David’s kinlmen, and on that ac. iaint, we 
the rather took eai'c ol' him, and loved him, 
and fo came lirft lo iiiai ; yet liad ib.cy tiot, hy 

their 


By D.ivid’s (Iifpof.iI of Imlf Mcphibofiicili’s clfprc to 
Zih.i, on.; would imagine tlv.it he. was a good deal difliitis- 
ficd, and doubted whfthei Mcpbibollieth’.s llory wen; en¬ 
tirely true or not ■-•Nor docs David no\v invite liiyi ig 
diet with Idni, as he did before, but only forgives him, u 
he had been at all guilty. Nor is this odd way of iiiouni- 


I' iiig that IMephibonKlb made nfe of Imre, and 2 Sam. 
l! V'N. 24. wholly tree trom Inlpiesm ot livpoctilV. li i'i. • 
I b.i neglected or reluiid to biine Meohiluiihel a an al-, vS 
! his o'vn, oti wliieh lie niigl.i li.ie to ihivid, il is ii.;rd |o 
I fi’.ppofe that fo grc.il a man as he wa.s ilioidi! no( badj'.e 
; to procure I'liine oilier bead lor tb.c i. line pivpoi';. 

3 
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their early coming, received any plfrs from him, 
which might give tliem who came laII any rm- 
eafmels.’ When the rulers of the tribe of Ju¬ 
dah had i'aid tlii.s, the rulers of the other tribes 
were not (|uiet, l)ut fald iarther, “’O brethren, 
we cannot but wonder at you when you call 
the king your kinliuan alone; whereas lie that 
rtecived from God the power over all of us iit 
common, ovght to be dlccmed a kinhnau to 
us all ; for which realon the wliole people have 

eleven parts in Ihm, and yon i;nt one part: 
We alls) are elder than you ; wherefore you 
have not tlone juUlv in coming to the king in 
this private and concealed naanner." 

0. Wu 1.LK thefc rulers Wire thus dirpuling 
one with auothcr, a certain wicked man, wlio 
took a pleafurt in feditious pracllcos, (his name 
wa., yheha^ titc fan of Bichri, of llie tribe of 
I'cniaialn) ftood up in the midil of the mnlti- 
iude, and cried alou.tl, and I'pakc lluis to theta : 
“ V/o have no pirrs in David, new inberltanee 
In ti;e ion of i'dle.” And when l.e h.ad uled 
tiithc woixls, he h-lcw with a trumj-ct, and de- 
cLared ivar araiail the klntr ; amd thev all left 
Da'.'id, a;;d folio’ved him, the tribe oi fiidah 
alone daid with him, ar.d icttlcd him in his 
royal j)alace at Jerufdein. But as for liis con- 
cul'd’nes, with whom Ahlalorn his fon had tic- 
etjmpanicd, truly lie removed th.cm t'o another 
lu'ulc; and ordered tlu'il: that liad the care of 
litem to make a plenlifid pnwihon for them, 
blit he came not netir them anv tnorc. Idc alio 
appointed Amaia for the c:;i'jtaiu nd his forces, 
and gtive him the fame hlgli office which Joah 
before had ; ;inu he commanded bi;;\ to gather 
togcllicr, out of the tribe of jndali, as giXMt an 
tinny as he could, and come to him within 
three days, that he rniglit deliver to him his 
entire aimy, aud might fend Iiim to f ght againll 
[Sheba] the fon of Bichri. Nou’ while Am.ila 
vVas game out, and made fornc delay in gatJier- 
ing tlie army iogetiicr, and fo was not yet re¬ 
turned, on the Ltiirtl day the king laid to Joab, 

'■ 1 (Ic.aij' ]u-ck-r Jofepluis’s iradiiip here, when it fiip- 
poi':,; eleven tilhes, iiuhuun;'; Bcnjanna, to be (in one 
lid'-, end l!)e tribe oi'Jutlali .'dene on tlie otlier, linec Ben- 
i.imin !n prir'r.d J'.ul licen (lii! fonder of the houfc of'Saul, 
ad lei's firai to Drvid iiiihcrto thtuuany of the rd't, atid 
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“ It is not fit we fhould make any delay in th 
afitiir of Sheba, lefl he get a numerous ai 
about him, and be the occafion of greater n 
thief, and hurt our afi’airs more than did A 
lalom liiinleif: do not thou therefore w-ait'au 
longer ; but take fuch forces as tliou hall a 
luuitl, and that [oldj body of fix hundred 
and thy brother Aiiilhai with thee, and purfue 
alter our cuemy, and endeavour to fight him 
wlicrefocver thou canll overtake him. Mtikc 
halte to jirevent him, Icll lie feize upon Ionic 
Icuced cllics, and caulc us great lalxmr aud pains 
1,’clm'e we take him.” 

y. So Joab rcfolved to make no delay, but 
takinp; with him his brother, and thofe lix hun¬ 
dred men, and giving orders that the refi of the 
army wdheh was at Jerufalem fhould follow him, 
lie marched witli great f])ccd againll Sheba ; and 
wdien be was come to Giheon, which is a vil¬ 
lage forty furlongs diilanl from )eruia!em, 
Amafa brought a great army with Iiim, and 
met Joab. Now" ]oab wais girded w'itli a Ivvmd, 
and his breall-plate on ; and when Amaia came 
near him to lalutehim, he took particular earc 
that liis Iwaird fhould fall out as it w'ere of its 
own accord : fo lie look it up from ihe ground, 
and while he cgipioached Amafa, wdio was then 
near him, as tlu)ug,h he would kifs him, he 
took iiold of Amala’s heard w'ith Ills other hand, 
and he finotehim in his belly wdicii he did not 
forelee ir, and flow' him. 'Jdiis impious and al¬ 
together piioiane adlion Joab did to a good 
young man, and bis klnlman, and one that liad 
done Iiim no injury, and this out of jcalouly 
that lie w( uid obtain the chief command Cif the 
army, and lie in equal digniity with liimfelf 
aliout the king ; and for the lame caulc it was 
I that lie killed Abner, But as to that former 
i wicked aeilion, tlie death of his brother Afahcl, 

; wliicli he iceiiied to revenge, afforded him a 
1 decent jirc'^ence, and made that eriinc a par¬ 
donable one; but in this murder of Amafa, there 

was 

fo cannot be fiippofcd to be joined with Jr.dab nt tliis 
time 10 r.iabc ir doubbt, crpecially vviicii llio followiiij; ic- 
bclHon was headed by a Bcnj unite. See 0. aud S;nn, 

XX. 2,4.. 
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w.i? no fuch covering for it. Now when Joab 
I'ad killed this general, he purfued after Sheba, 
having left a man with the dead body, who 
, ai3 ordered to proclaim aloud to the army, 
that .''gnafa was juftly flain, and dcfcrvedly 
pimifhed. But, faid he, if you be for the king, 
f.lioa: ]oab his general, and Abiihai, Joab’s 
brother : But bccaufc the body lay on the road, 
and all the multitiulc came running to it, and, 
a., is ufual with the multitude, flood wondering 
,! great while at it, he that guarded it removed 
it ilieiice, and carried it to a certain place that 
w.is A-ery rcuiote from the road, and there laid 
il, am! overed it with his garment. When 
thi:; was done, all the people followed joab. 
Now as he ])urrued Slieba through all the coun¬ 
try of liraei, one t(>ld him, that he '-as in a 
hrong cilyeaiietl Alol-lnib-iiiaiicbdb ; hereupon 
joab went tiiithcr, and fat al)out it with his ar- 
jny, and call up a hank round it, and (,'rdercd 
Idn iBlJiersto undermine the walls, and to o'.'cr- 
tlirow them ; and fmee the ])eo]i!c i.i the city 
dill not admit luiii, he v/as greitly diiolcaled at 
them. 

8. Non' tl'.cre was a woman of iinall ae- || 
("ount, arid yet l)Oth wile and intelligent, who 
iceing her native city lying at the lall extremi¬ 
ty, alcended upon the wall, and, by means of 
tile armed men, called for Joab ; and when he 
came to her, Ihc began to fay, d'hat “ God 
ordained kings and generals of armies, that 
they might cut off the euemlcs of the Hebrews, 
and introduce an univcifal peace among them ; 
but thou art endcavourini!; to overtlirow and 
depopulate a metropolis of the Ifraclites, whicli 
hath beyn guilty of no oireace.” But he re¬ 
plied, “ God continue to be merciful unto me ; 

I am difjiofcd to avoid killing any one of the 
pcojile, much lei's would I dcllroy fuch a city 
as tins ; and if they will deliver me up Shelia, 
the fon of ]3iclni, who hath rebelled againll 
the king, I will leave olf the ficge, and with¬ 
draw the army from the place.” Now as foon 
as the woman heard what Joab faid, flic de- 
ftred him to inSermit the liege for a little 
■while, for that lie flrould have the head of Ids 
euciny tlirown out to him prefcntly. So fhc. 
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went down to the citizens, and fmefto them, 
“ Will you be fo wicked as to perifft^aiferably, 
with your children and wives, for the fikc of 
a vile fellow, and one whom nobody knd^ts 
who he is ? And will you have him for your 
king inftead of David, who li.ilh been fo great” 
a benefactor to you, and oppol'e your city alone-' 
to fuch a mighty and flrong army ?” So fhe 
fircvailcd with them, and tliey cut off the head 
of Sheba, and threw it into Joab’s army. 
When this was done, the king’s general found¬ 
ed a retreat, and railed the liege. And when 
he was come tojerufilem, he was again appoint¬ 
ed to be general oi' all the people. 'Bhe kiug^ 
allc? eonilitu'.ed Benaiah captain of the guards, 
and of the fix hundred men. Ble alfo let Ado- 
ram over the tribnle, and Sahathes and y\chi- 
huis over the records. He made Sheva the 
ferihe : and appointed Zadok and x\hidlhar the 
hie,h priells. 

c: II A P. XIL 

IJotv the Thbrcivx ivcrc delivered from a Fa- 
mlne^ wber the Clbcomtes bad eai/fd J^nnifh- 
VIcut to he vijUclcd for tbofe of them that had' 
been J1 am : As aljo 'Lvbat real Atilons averc 
perfinued a^alujl the PblUf'mcs by David, 
and the Men (f Valour about bun. 

§ 1. ITl’.R this, when the country was 
Jr\. greatly aJllided with a fiimine, Da¬ 
vid hefought (tod to have mercy on the 
jieople, ajid to dilcover to him what was the 
raufe of it, and horv a remedy might he found 
lor that dillcmjfer. And wlien tlic prophets 
anfwered, ’I'hat “ God would have the Gibeon- 
ites avenge^f, whc-ni Saul tlic king was fo \v'ick- 
ed as to betray to llaupbter, and bad net ob- 
lerved the oath wliicb Jidhua live general and 
the fenatc had fworn to them : 11, therefore, 
laid (}od, the liing would permit fuch veil- 
gcance to he taken lor tb.ole that vvcrc ll;un a; 
the Giheonites Ihould defue, he promii'cd tha; 
he would he reconciled to tlicm, and free the. 
muUitude from their nilibrics.” As loon ■there¬ 
fore 
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fore , as the king underftood that this it was 
which Gn/i fouglit, he fent for the Giheoiiites, 
and afked them, What if was they would have ? 
And when they defired to have feven fons of 
Saul delivered to tlicm to he puniflied, he de¬ 
livered tlicm aT->, Init fpared Mcphihoflieth, the 
fon of Jonathan. So when the Gabeonites hud 
received the men, they puniihed them as they 
plcafed : Upon winch Ch)d liegan to fend rain, 
and to recover the c.nlli to firing forth its fruits j 
as ul'ual, and to fiee it from the foregoing 
drouglit, fo that flic country of the Hebrews 
iiourilhed ag ain. A little afterward the king made 
war againil the Philiftines ; and when he had 
ioined battle with tliem, and pul them to flight, 
he was left a'oiio, as h.e was in purfuit of them ; 
and when he was quite tired down, he was 
feen (ly one of the enemy : his name w'as We/i- 

1.V/7W, the fon of Arapli ; he was of the fons of 
tf.c giant.s. tie had a fpear, the handle of 
which weigiicd tlivci' Imndrcd fliekels, and a 
hrcaif-plate of chain-vvfirk, and a fvvord. Ide 
:i;rned :>ack, and ran violently to flay [David] 
Iticir enemies king, for he was quite tired out 
Vvi'di labour; but Ahilhai, joah’s brother, ap¬ 
peared on the fudden, and jirotcdled the king 
with his fliicld, as lie lay tiov.m, and flew the 
enemy. Now the mniiitude were very unealy 
•it: thefe dangers ol ife king, and tb.at he was 
'.cry near to be ifiin ; and the rulers made 
him fwear, thal he would no more go out with 
tlicm to Iiattlc, left he fliould come to feme 
great mishn'tmie by his courage and holducfs, 
and theichy deprive the people of the benefits 
tliey now enjoy by his me.ms, and of thole that 
tiny migiit hereafter enjoy by his living a long | 
time arnoiig them. j 

2. WllE N the king; heard tliat tl*c Pliiliftincs ! 

* fc^Viriit is .1 vi ry rcnira k.'lile esc, and iiiews, 

tl’.ii, 'll <]'.f ciiipioM I I [olcj'iius, ll.nid cdiTijvilcd tiiC 
I''ok r’f i’l.'lpis, •ic: St !,.‘V0i-.'l timt s !k fore, as tl’cir pio 
f-nr ini( ripiiciis ftisjiu tvjy imply, liut yciuTally.it tl.c laf- 
I' l I lul cf l.is iilc, <• 1 ' •.•liiT i.is M'.irs v.'crc o.ar. Nor 
I jdlVp'i'i', iior t!u . iiilii'r,-. ct dll’kii.')M-nb(i(.lcs oftlic 
t'.i'l aa.i Nhv.' 'i (. il.inu n;, 1U'1 the Aiu.ftolical Conllitu- 
tioii ,, hem to have ,,tci i.n <l .i>'y of tfifin to niiv otlicr an¬ 
ther doc to David liiinh lf. See Etlayon the Old Tcfla- | 
?-,ic T, I', f;.!, lyr. (>f t)i-l'c metres of the Pfilnis, fee the ; 
ru.sv o;> Aaiu). ]'*, ih clop. -'.vi. 5 However, we mull; I 
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were gathered together at the city Gazara, 
fent an army againil them, when Sihhecl 
the Hittite, one of Davdd’s moll couraget 
men, behaved himfelf fo as to deferve gn 
commendation, for he flew^ many of thofu tl 
bragged they vt'crc the poftcrity of the giar 
and vaunted thcmfclves highly on that accou 
and thereby was the occalion of viUory to t 
Hebrews. After which defeat the Phillftii 
made war again ; and when D.avid had lent 
army againil them, Nephan, his kinfma 
fought in a Angle combat with the llouteft > 
all tire Philiftines, and flew him, and jiut tl 
reft to flight. Many of them alio were flain 
in the fight. Now a little while after this, the 
Philiftines pitched their camp at a city which 
lay not far off the hounds of the country of the 
Hebrews. They had a man wdio was fix cu¬ 
bits tall, and had on each of his feet and hand,; 
one moi'c toe and finger than men naturally 
have. Now the perfon who was lent againil 
them by David out of his army was Jonathan 
the fon ofShimeah, who fought this man in a 
linglc combat, and flew him ; and ;ts he wa;; 
the pcrlon who gave the turn to the battle, he 
gained the greateft reputation for courage there¬ 
in. This man alfo vaunted himfelf to he of 
the fons of the giants. But after this fight the 
Philiftines made war no more againil the If- 
raelitcs, 

3. And now David being freed from war's 
and dangers, and enjoying for the future a 
profound jrcace, * compofed fongs and hymns 
to God of fevcral forts of metre ; fomc of tlrole 
which he made were trinrctei's, and fomc were 
pentameters : he alio made iirftr'iimciits of 
mufic, and taught the Levites to fing hymns 

to 

ohlVrvc here, (hat as jofcpliiis f.’vs, Antiq. h. II. chap, 
-wi. § 4. til,).' the long at the Rcit Sea, Exod. .\v. i,—21. 
w.is compofed by Mofes in the Z'c.vYwwA'r fitue, or nteiic; 
:i,s alio Antiq. Jh IV''. tliaj’. viii. y 44. th. t the fong oi 
f.Iot'cv, Dcii(. \xxil. r,—43. ww !I'xniiiih'i- poem ; to 

lines lie i.iy,.th.:t the P/ahm of ])(rvia wcyx of vcr:jtiy hinds 
if -r, and particularly, thal ilicy contained nd/vf/i-n 
and j's'iilnmctcrs. Antiq. It. Vll. chip. xil. § 3. All which 
implies, that he thought thefe ilclivcw poems might he 
belt di-ferihed to the Greeks and Rotnans under tliofe 

iiamcj 
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(to God, both on that called the Sabbath~djy, 
and on the other feftivals. Now the conflruc- 
tion of the inftruments was thus : the viol was 
an inftrument of ten firings, it was played 
upon with a bow; the pfaltery had twelve 
mulical notes, and was played upon by the 
litigoct; the cymbals were broad and large in¬ 
ftruments, and were made of brafs. And fo 
much fliall fufhcc to be fpoken by us about 
thefe inftruments, that the readers may not be 
wholly unacquainted with their nature, 

4. Now all the men that were about David 
were men of courage. Thofe that were moft 
illuftriou. and famous of tlicm for their adlions 
were thirty-eight; of five of whom I will only 
relate the performances, for thefe will fuffice 
to make manifeft the virtues of the others alfo, 
for thefe were powerful enough to fubdue 
countries, and conquer great nations. Firft, 
therefore, was Jeft'ai, the fon of Achimaas, 
who frequently leaped upon the troops of the 
enemy, and did not leave off fighting till he 
overthrew nine hundred of them. After him 
was Elcazar, the fon of Dodo, who was with 
the king at Arafam. Tliis man, when once 
the Ifraclitcs were under a confternation at the 
multitude of the Philiftines, and were running 
away, flood alone, and fell upon the enemy, 
and flew many of them, till his fword clung 
to his hand by the blood he had fhed, and till 
the Ifraclitcs, feeing the Pliiliflines retire by 
his means, came down from the mountains 
and purfued them, and at that time won a 
furpriiing and a famous victory, while Eleazar 
flew the men, and the multitude followed and 

names and characters of hexameters, trimeters, and pen¬ 
tameters. hJow it appears, that the inftruments of mufic 
that v/crc originally ufed, by the command of king David 
and Solomon, and were carried to Babylon at tlic captivity 
of the two tribes, were brouglit back after that captivity ; 
a^. alfo, that the fingers and mtificians, whoourlivetitlr.il 
captivity, came back with thofe inftruments, Ezra ii. 41. 
V!!. 24. Neh. vii. 44. Antiq. 15 . Xl. chap. iii. § 8. and 
chap. iv. 2. and that this mufic, and thefe inftruments at 
the temple, could not but be well known to Jofephu.s, a 
prieft Ijelonging to that temple; who accordingly gives 
us athori deft'ription of three of the inftruments, Antiii- 
if. VIL cliap. xii, § 3. and give.s us a diftiuifl account, 
tliat fuch pfalms and hymns were fung in his days at that 
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fpoiled their dead bodies. The th ^d^w as Shc- 
ha, the ion of llus. Now this man, when in 
the wars againft the Philiftines they pitched 
their camp at a place called Lchi, and when 
the Hebrews were again afraid of their army, 
and did not flay, he flood ftill alone, as an 
army, and a body of men ; and fomc of them 
he overthrew, and fomc who were not able to 
abide his llrengtli and force he purfued. Thefe 
arc the works of the hands and of fighting 
which thefe three performed. Now at the 
time when the king was once at Jerufalcm, 
and the army of the Philiftines came upon him 
to fight him, David went up to the top of the 
citadel, as we have already laid, to enquire of 
God concerning the battle, while the enemies 
camp lay in the valley that extends to the city 
Bethlehem, which is twenty furlongs diftanC 
from Jerufalem. Now David faid to his com¬ 
panions, “ We have excellent water in my 
own city, cfpcciaHy that which is in the pit 
near the gate,” wondering if any one would 
bring him fomc of it to drink ; but he faid, 
That “ lie would rather have it than a great 
deal of money.” When thefe three men heard 
what he laid, they ran away immediately, and 
burft through the midll of their enemies camp., 
and came to Bethlehem ; and when they had 
drawn the water, they returned again through 
the cnomic.s camp to the king ; infomuch, that 
the Philillinc.s were fo furjirifcd at their bold- 
nefs and alacrity, that they were quid, rand 
did nothing agaiiirt them, as if they defpifed 
their fmall number. But when the water was 

brought 

temple. Antiq. B. XX. tlii’p. 9. y 6. Bo thnt Joft.'phuiV, 
authority is beyontl ex'cc;)ti<ni in iLcfe ni.ittiji;.. Nor ran 
any hypotliefis of the moderns, that do not agicr- willi 
jofephus’s charafter.s, lie juftly f'uppoftd tin: true metre 
of itic ancient lirbrews ; nor indtad is thcic, I think, 
any other original authority n<j\v e,\tant hereto relating, 
to be oppofed to thefe trilnr/oincs hefoic us. Tli.it the 
ancient mufic of the Hebrews was vety ( ompletc alfo, and 
and had in it great variety ol tuiu ■ , ise v idem by the number 
of their mufical inftvumcnt;,, add hy the teilimony id' an- 
other inoit authentic v.Itnels, jefus the fon ui Sii ir)i, 
Ecikf. 1.‘18. who ft-ys, that at the temple, in his day;., 
Ihe Jingers fang praifes -ivith their n.’cue, gnat variety 

affomuis ti'in line mudefmeei mehidy 
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brouglii: to|d\c king, he wouhl not drink it, 
laying, 'I'/iat “ it was brought by tlic danger 
and tlic blood of men, and tiiat it V¥as not 
proper on that account to drink it.” But he 
poured it out to God, and gave him thanks 
lor the falvatiou c4' the men. Next to ihele 
were Abilhai, Joab’s brother ; for lie itt one 
day dew fix hundred, d’hc fifth of theie was 
Bcntiiah, by lineage a prieft ; forijeing ehalieu- 
ged by [two] eminent men in the cmmtry of 
ivloab, he overcame them by his valour. 
Moreover, there was a man, by nation an 
Egyptian, who was of a vail bulk, and chal¬ 
lenged him; yet did he, when he avas unarm¬ 
ed, kill him wnth his own fpyear, which he 
threw at him ; for he caught him by farce, arul 
took away his w'capons, wdille he was alive 
aiaJ fighting, and flew him ivilli his own 
weapons. One m.iy alio add this to llic forc- 
mentioned adlions of the fame man, cither as 
the principal of them in alacrity, or as rc- 
fcmbling the relb V/hen Ooti font a fnow, 
there was a lion wdio Hipped and fell into a cei ..liii 
pit, and hccanfcthe jfit’s montli was narrow, it 
was evident, he would pcrllli, being inchfaxl 
wnth tlie inow; fo wiicn !ne law no way to get 
out and fave hirnfeli', he ru.ired, Wlicn Bc- 
naiah heard the wild lieaf, lie went towards 
him, and coming at the noife he made, he 
went down Into the mouth of tia' [fr, and Inu.te 
iiim, as fiC iiriigglcd, wirli a Rake that lay 
there, and iinincAliatcIy Hew him. The ottier 
thirty-three w'cre like theie in valour alfo. 
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CHAP. XIII. 

T^ha! 'ichcn David had numbered the PcopL , 
they r.vere pmiijhed; and how the Divine 
Coinpaffion 7tj!rained that Funijlment. 

§ I. OW king David W'as dcfirous to 

know how many ten thouiands 
there were of the people, but forgot* the rnm- 
mands of Moles, who told them before-hand, 
tliat if tlie multitude were numbered they 
Ihould pay half a fliekel to God for every licad. 
Accordingly the king commanded Joab, tlie 
captain of his hoR, to go and numlier the 
whole multitude: But wlicn he laid there wxu; 
no nceoffity for Inch a miincnition, he wuis not 
luriuadcd [to countermand it] but he enjoined 
him to make no delay, but to go about tlic 
numberinsr of the Plchrews iinmediafclv. Mo 
Joab took with him the heads of tlic trih'es, 
and the feribes, and went over tlic country of 
the Ilraclitcs, and took notice how numerous 
the multiuule were, and returned to jerulideiu 
to the king, after nine months and twenty 
c’ays; and he gave in to the king the nnmlKr 
cf the people, without the tribe of Benjaniii), 
for he had not yet numbered that tribe, no 
more tlian the tribe of Levi, for the king 
icpcnted cjf Ills having finned againli God. 
Now the number of the reft of the Ifraelitcs 
was nine .'hundred tlioufand men, wlio were 
able to bear arms and go to war; but the tribe 
of Jiidah, by itlclf, veas four hundred thoufand, 
men. 

2 . Now 


* '11'c M'oi'cls (if Go.l by ]\Iofi Exod. xxx. I2. fiiflici- 
eritly juHify tb.c rc.ifon lurr i;ivcn by for tlic 

great pb'guc nicntloned in thes cluiiitcr, ilri'i t.'krjl 

the the ehUdren of Jfrae!, after their ’iiiaihet, then dealt 

ibf'i give evd r tn.in « ranfom fia- lea feu! n at :> the Lord y when 
ihra nutuherell them, that there /.e w pt'^-w aniongjl thent 
rvhet! th'Ai tntnil'eny! them. Nor ita!;''. il cciilil David’s "i 
flic S.tf.hcdrinrs iicydcLf of cxcciuiiig tins law at this 
mtincratiou cxcufc the j'ct'pb', who oiiglil Hill to have 
brought their tvotiiiJcii oblation of halt a IhcLd a-piecc 
xvith tb.cm, wlica they cari.c to be numbered. 'I'h.o jj;reat 
icaioii vvliv nations ..ve fo eord'.antly pi'nillicd by and with 
th'dr Vir It’ll kinys and not i,. tins, that tliey al- 

inoil ei'idlantyv eoiuniy with them in their nepleel; of, 
or tlirobedicnee to t!r.’ divine laws, and riifier thole divine 
lav. ( to yo into dii’ufc or eoiitempt, in order to plcafe 
th'ife V.icked hin;;' 'ai'..'. governors; and that tlicy fubinit 


to ft vera.l wicked political law.s and roniinands of thofe 
kinys and governors, iniiead of tlic riyhteoiis liws of (foil, 
■which ail mankind ought ever to obey, let tiunr kinps and 
governors lay wdiat tliey jtb.'.alc to the contrary; tins pre¬ 
ference of human befoic divine I.rws fceniiny to me rhe 
principal rharader of idolatrous or antichrilli.ui nation'. 
Accordingly Jofcpluis well obfervats, Antiq. IS. IV. chap, 
viii. ^ 17. that it was the duty of the pcciple of Ifraei t(^ 
take can; tlnit (heir kings, -wlicn they fliould have fhciii, 
did not exceed their proper limits of power, and jirovc 
ungovernable by the laws of God, which would’cerraiidy 
he a moll pernicious tiling to fh-eir divine fcitlcnitnr. Kor 
do 1 think that negligence peculiar to the Jcw.s : thoft n.;. 
tion.s whit]) arc called Uerijiiiitis, are folnctimes iudetd 
very foiieitous to reftrain their kings and governors from 
breaking the human laws of tlicir feverai kingdoms, but 

with- 



Chap. XIII. 


ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 


■ j 2. Now when the prophets had fignified to- 
l>.ivid that God was angry at him, he began to 
intreat him, and to defire he would be merciful 
to him, and forgive his fm. But God lent Na- 
tliau the prophet to him, to propofc to him the 
eledlion of three things, that he might choole I 
liked bcfl: “ Whether he would have ' 
famine come upon the country for feven years ? | 
.^r would have a war, and he fubdued three ! 
:nonths by l\is ei>emics ? or whether God ihould 
lend a pellileace and a dillemper upon the lie- I 
brews for three days ?” But as he was fallen to 
i f.ital choice of great mileries, he was in trou- 
■‘bg and i‘ 'cly coiifoundcil ; and when the pro- 
plret had laid, that he mud of nccedlty make 
•Tils clioicc, and had ordered him to anfwer 
V-iiel;lvg tliat he might dec! ire what he had 
ehofea to God, the king realoned with himfelf, 
that in cafe lu' ihould alk for famine, he would 
mpear to il ) it i'or others, and without danger 
•,) himl'eir, Imcc he had a great deal of corn j 
n oirded up, but to the harm of others : that in | 
■, .ife he iliouKl choole to he overcome [hy his 
enemies] for three moittlis, he would appear to 
have chohn war, bccaufe he had vali.int men 
ihant him, and llrong holds, and that there¬ 
fore he feared notliing therefrom : fo he chofe 
that aillirtion which is common to kings, and 
to their fubjefts, and in which the fear was e- 
qual on all lidcs ; and laid tliis hefore-hand, 
'Fhat “ it was much better to fall into the hands 
of God, thru into thole of his enemies.” 

WiltN the prophet had heard this, he de¬ 
clared it to God, wiio thereupon lent a pclli- 
lence and a mortality upon the Hebrews ; nor 
did they die after one and the fame manner, 
nor fo that it was eafy to knovv" what tl\e dil- 
temper was. Now t!ie mifcrable difeafe was 
one indeed, hut it carried them off by ten thou- 
fand caufes and occafions, which thofc (hat 
were afflifted could not underftand ; for one 
died upon the neck of another, and the terri- 
hle maladydeized them before they were aw.irc, 
and brought them to their end fuddcnly; fomc 

witliouc the Use care for rcitr.iining them from hieUr.ii'g 
the laws of God, 1 l'''hether it be ri^ht In tke ofGjd tn 
htnrken unto in:n mve than to (iod, judge ye, Acts iv. 19. 
J/g to Ojet God rothtr thun mm, V. 29. 

. * w'htncc jofephus took thefe his dhtiiicl and ine- 


giving up the ghofl immediately witli very great 
pains, and bitter grief; and fomc woiti 

away by their dillcmpcrs, and had nothing re¬ 
maining to be buried, but, as loon as ever they 
fell, were entirely macernted ; fomc were choak-' 
cd, and greatly lamented tluir cafe, as being 
.ilfo Ifricken witli a fudden darknefs ; Ibine there 
were, who, as they were burying a relation, 
fell down dead, without fmifhing the rites 
of the funeral. Now there jtcriflied of this dif- 
eale, which began with tlic morning, and kill¬ 
ed till the hour of dinner, feventy thoiifand. 
Nay, the angel ftrctclicd out his hand twer 
Jerulalcm, as feudiug this terrible judgment 
upon it. Bur David had put on fackeloth, and 
lay upon the ground, intreating God, and beg¬ 
ging that the diftemper might now ceal’e, and 
that he would he fatislied witli (hofe that had' 
already jicrifhcd. And when the king looked 
up into the air, and law the angel carried along 
thereby unto Jerulalcm, with liis iword drawn, 
he laid to God, That he might jullly be 
punilhed, who was their flieplicrd, hut that the 
Ihcep ought to he preferved, as not having fin¬ 
ned at all ; and he implored (Tad that he would 
lend his wrath upon l-.im, and upon all his 
family, hut i'pare the pc(']de.” 

4. WiiK.v God hc.ird liis fiip]>!icarinn, lie 
cauled tlie pcflileticc to ceafe; and lent Gad 
tiic pn-phet to him and commanded him to 
go up inmicdialcly to the thiafliing-door of 
Araunali the jclndile, anti build an al-ar tlicrc 
to God, and tTer facrilices. AA'hen David 
licaid tliar, he did not ncglccd. Ids tl',.!v. but 
made hafie to t!ie place appointed him. Nevv 
Araunah was thrediing wheat ; and wben ho 
law the king ;;nd all liis iervants comins’; to bin;, 
he ran hclt;re, and came to him, ami worlli’p- 
ped him. He was hy his lineage a ]e!)uu!e, 
hut a paiticidar friend of David’s ; ;uul for that 
caufe it was, that when he ovci threw the city 
he did liini nc> liarrn, as we informed the read¬ 
er a little before. New Araunah enquired, 

“ AVherc- 

Ijnrlu'Ijr accomils of ilic piiviicu'i.ir fvmpioms, m.d no it 
mifcr.ibli; mctlu.uis of (ivinjr in ihi:; ten iWe jicitikiicc, 
cannot now td!, uv.r other topics alfordinj; us no futh 
accounts. 
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‘‘ Whcrefoi'c is my lord come to his fervant ?” 
He auf\yej7'’d, “ To buy of him the threfliing- 
flor.r, that he might therein build an altar to 
God, and offer a facrifice.” He replied, That 
“ he freely gave him both the threlhing-floor, 
and the ploughs, and the oxen for a burnt*of- 
fering; and he befought God gracioufly to ac¬ 
cept his facrifice.” Bat the king made anlwcr. 
That he took his generofity and magnanimity 
kindly, and accepted his good-will, but he do- 
fircd him to take the price of them all, for that 
it was not juft to offer a facrifice that coll no¬ 
thing. And when Araunah laid, he would 
do as he pleafed, he bought the threftung-floor 
of him for fifty fhekels. And when he had 
built an altar, he performed divine fervicc, and 
brought a burnt-offering, and offered peace-of¬ 
ferings alfo. With thefe God was pacified, 
and became gracious to them again. Now it 
happened that Abraham came and oftered his 
foil Ifaac for a burnt-oft'ering at that very jilacc; 
and wlicn the youth was ready to have his throat 
cat, a ram appeared on a ludden, Handing by 
the altar, which Abraham I'acrificed in the Head 
of his foa, as wc have before related. Now 
when king David faw that God had heard his 
prayer, and had gracioully accepted of his fa- 
erificc, he refolvcd to call that entire place the 
altar of all the ]'>cople, anti to build a temple 
to God there : Which words he uttered very 
vtppofitcly to what rvjs to be done afterward, 
h/r God lent the prophet to him, and told him, 
that there ftiould his fon build him an altar, 
that Ion who was to take the kingdom after him. 

C H A XIV. 

7/' c 7/ Div 'iiJ made great Preparations for the 
Honf of God) and that upon Adonljab's At¬ 
tempt to gain the Kingdom, be appointed Solo¬ 
mon to reign. 

' 5 ' I. A BTltR tin; delivery of this prophecy, 
the king commanded the ftrangers 

* Wfi.’t Jofepims aikh; luTs is very remarkable, tliut 
ibis mnunt IXbiriah was not only the very place where 
/tbrrham (illerw! up ifaac ioiig ago, but that God had fore¬ 
told to D.n 1 lt;y a proplr,that here his fon fhould build 
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to be numbered, and they were found to be 
one hundred and eighty thoufand : of tliefc he 
appointed fourfeore thoufand to be hewers of 
ftone, and the reft of the multitude to carry 
the ftoncs, and of them he let over the work¬ 
men three thoufand and five hundred. Ho 
alio prepared a great quantity of iron, and h:„k,, 
for the work, with many, and thole exceeding 
large, cedar trees, the Tyrians and Sidonians 
fending them to him,- for he had fent to them 
for a fupply of tliole trees. And he told ins 
friends that thefe things were now prepared, 
that he might leave materials ready for the 
building of the temple to his fon, who was to 
reign after him; and that he might not have 
them to feck then, when he was very young, 
and, by rcafon of his age, unfkilful in fuch mat¬ 
ters ; hut might have them lying by them, and 
lb might the more readily complete the w'ork. 

2. So David called his fon Solomon, and 
charged him, when he had received the king¬ 
dom, to build a temple to God ; and faid, “ I 
w'as willing to build God a temple myfclf, hut 
he prohibited me, hecaufe 1 was polluted witlr 
blood and wars ; but he hath foretold, that 
Solomon my your.gcft fon ftiould build him a 
temple, and fhould be called by that name ; 
over whom he hath promiled to take the like 
care as a fatlicr takes over his fon; and that he 
would make the country of the Hebrews hap¬ 
py under him, and that not only in other re- 
fpebts, but by giving it peace, and freedom 
from wars, and from internal feditions, which 
arc the greateft of all hleflings. Since tliere- 
fore, fays he, thou waft ordained king by God 
himfelf before thou waft born, endeavour to 
render thyfclf worthy of this his providence, 
as in other inftances, fo particularly in being 
religious, and righteous, and courageous. Keep 
thou alfo Ills commands, and his laws, which 
he hath given us by Moles, and do not permit 
others to break them. Be zealous alfo to dedi¬ 
cate 

him a temple, which is not dircGly.iti any of cur other 
copies, though very agreeable to wliut is in thtni, parti¬ 
cularly in 1 Cliron. xxi. 26, 28. and xxii. 1. to whichpla- 
i CCS I refer tlie reader. 
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cate to God a temple, which he hath cholen 
to be built under thy reign ; nor be thou at- 
frighted by the vaftnefs of the work, nor fet 
about it timoroufly, for I will make all things 
ready before I die: And take notice, that there 
j.^re already * ten thoufand talents of gold, and 
ah''h\i-.^red thoufand talents of filver, colledted 
together. I have alfo laid together brafs and 
iroti without number, and an immenfe quan¬ 
tity of timber, and of ftones. Moreover, thou 
liafl many ten thoufand ftone-cutters,’ and car¬ 
penters ; and if thou fhalt want any thing 
farther, do thou add fomewhat of thine own. 
Whcrci'ojc, if thou performeft this work, thou 
^nlt be acceptable to God, and have him for 
thy patron.” David alfo farther exhorted the 
rulers of the people to affift Kis fon in this 
building, and to attend to the divine fervice, 
when they fliould be free from all their misfor¬ 
tunes for that they by thefe means fhould 
enjoy, inftcad of them, peace and an happy 
fcttlcment, with which bleffings God rewards 
fuch men as are religious and righteous. He 
alfo gave orders, that when the temple fhould 
be once built, they fhould put the ark therein, 
with the holy veflels ; and he alTurcd them, 
that they ought to have had a temple long ago, 
if their fathers had not been negligent of God’s 
commands, who had given it in charge, that, 
when they had got the pofleffion of this land, 
they fhould build him a temple. Thus did 
David difeourfe to the governors, and to his fon. 

3. David was now in years, and his body 
by length of time was become cold and be¬ 
numbed, infomuch, that he could get no heat 
by covering himfelf with many cloaths; And 
when the phyficians came together, they agreed 
to this advice, that a beautiful virgin, chofen 
out of the whole country, fhould fleep by the 
king’s fide, and that this damfel would com¬ 
municate heat to him, and he a remedy againft 
his numbnefs. Now there was found in the 
city one woman, of a fuperior Ireauty to all 
other women (her name was Abijhag) who 
lleeping with the king, did no more than com- 

* Of the quantity of gold and filver expended in the 
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municate warmth to him ; for he Jirap fo old, 
that he could not know her as a hufl^and 
knows his wife. But of this woman we lhall 
fpeak more prefently. 

4. Now the fourth fon of David was a 
beautiful young man, and tall, born to him of 
Haggith his wife. He was named Adonijah^ 
and was in his diipofition like to Abfalom ; 
and exalted himfelf as hoping to be king, and 
told his friends that he ought to take the go¬ 
vernment upon him. He alfo prepared many 
chariots, and horfes, and fifty men'to run be¬ 
fore him. When his father faw thb, he did 
not reprove him, nor rcflrain hlm|from his 
purpofe, nor did he go fo far as to alk where¬ 
fore he did fo ? NowAdonijah had for his affill- 
ants, Joab the captain of the army, and Abia— 
thar the high priefi.; and tlie only jierfons that 
oppofed him were, Z^dok the high priefi, and 
the prophet Nathan, and Henaiah, who w^as 
captain of' tJie guards, and Shiinci, David’s 
friend, with all the other moll miglity men. 
Now Adonijah Jiad. prepared a fupper out of 
the city, near the fountain that w'as in the 
king’s paradife, and had invited all his breth¬ 
ren except Solomon, and had taken with him 
Joab the captain of the army, and Abiathar, 
and the rulers of the tribe of Judah ; hut had 
not invited to this fcafl, neither#i!iadock the 
high pneft, nor Nathan the prophet, nor Bc- 
naiah the captain of the guard#, nor any of 
thofe of the contrary party. This matter w'as 
told by Nathan the prophet to Bathfheba, So¬ 
lomon’s mother, that Adonijah was king, and 
that David knew nothing of it; and he advifed 
her to fave herfelf, and her fon Solomon, and 
to go by herfelf to David, and. fay to him. 
That “ he had indeed fworn that Solomon 
fliould reign after him, bur that, in tlic mean 
time, Adonijah had already taken the king,- 
dom.” fie faid, that he, the prophet himfelf, 
would come after her, and, w'hen flie had 
fpoken thus to the king, wotild confirm what 
Ihe had faid. Accordingly Bathlheba agreed 

. with 

building of Solotnou’s tempite, wid wbetjce, it arofo, fee 
the defciiption of the temples, chap. xiii. 

3 Ct 
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with Na^in, and went in to the Mng, Aid 
worfhipped him ; and when fW had delired 
leave to Ipcak with him, fhe told him all 
things in the manner that Nathan had fuggeft- 
cd to lier ; and related what a fupper Adoni- 
jah had made, and wdio they were whom he 
had invited, Abiathar the high prieft, and Joab 
the general, and David’s fons, excepting Solo¬ 
mon, and his intimate friends. She alfo faid} 
That “ all the people had their eyes upon 
him, to know whom he would chufe for their 
king.” She delired him alfo to conlider, how, 
after his departure, Adonijah, if he were king, 
would ‘fla^ her, and her ibn Solomon. 

5. Now as Bathfheba wag fpeaking, the 
keepers of the king’s chambers told him,* that 
'Nathan defired to fee him. And when the 
king had commanded that he fliould he ad¬ 
mitted, he came in, anfl afked him, whether 
he had ordained Adonijah to be king, and de¬ 
livered the government to liini or not ? for that 
he had made a fplcndid fupper, and invited all 
his fons, except Solomon •, as alfo that he had 
invited Joab the captain of his hoft [and Abia¬ 
thar the high pried] who are feafting with ap- 
plaufcs, .and many joyful founds of inftru- 
ments, and; wifli that his kitYgdom may laft 
for ever : but he hath iK>t invited me, nor 
Z-adok the mgb pried, nor Benaiah the captain 
the guards ; and it is but fit tbat all ihould 
know wheth^- this be done by tby approbation 
<ir not. When Nathan had faid thus, the king 
cojnmanded that they diould call Bathdicba to 
I'.iin, f(jr fhe had gone out of the room when 
the prophet came. And when Bathlheba wms 
topic, David faid, “ I fwear by Almighty 
G‘6d,, that thy fon Solomon lhall certainly be 
king, as I formerly fwore, and tbat he lhall 
lit upon my throne, and that this very d.ay 
alfo.”- So Bathlheba worlhipped Jiim, and 
widied him a long life : and the king fent for 
Zadok fhe high pried, and Benaiah the captain 
(,f the guards ; and when they were come, he 
ordered them to take with' theih Nathan the 
prophet, and all the armed men about the pa¬ 
lace, and to fet 'hls fon Solomon upon the 
king’s liiulc, and to carry him out of the city 
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to the fountain called Gibon^ to anoinf 
him there with the holy oil, and to make him 
king. This he charged Zadok the high pried, 
and Nathan the prophet, to do; and com¬ 
manded them., to follow Solomon through the 
midd of the city, and to found the trumpets 
and wilh aloud, That ” Solomon the kifig may 
fit upon fhe rpyal throne for ever,” that fo all 
the people may know that he ,is ordained king 
by his fatheh He alfo gave Solomon a charge 
concerning his government, to rule the whole 
nation of the Hebfews, and particularly the 
tribe of |Fdah, religidufly and righteoufly. 
And when Benaiah had prayed to God to be 
favourable to Solomon, without any delay they 
let Solomon upon the mule, and brought him 
out ‘of the city to the fountain, and anointed 
him with the oil, and brought'him into the 
city again, wdth acclamations, and wilhes, that 
his kingdom might continue a long time : and 
when they had introduced him into the king’s 
, houfe, they fet him upon the throne. Where¬ 
upon all the people betook themfelves to make 
merry, and to celebrate a feftlval, dancing, 
and delighting themifelvcs with mufical pipes, 
till both the earth and the air echoed wdth the 
multitude of the inftruments of mufic. 

b. Now when Adonijah ajid his guefts per¬ 
ceived this noife, they were in diforder; and 
Joab the captain of the hoft faid, he was 
not pleafed with thefc echoes, and the found 
I of thefe trumpets.” And when fupper was fet 
j before them, nobody tafted of it, but they 
were all very thoughtful, what Ihould be the 
matter. Then Jonathan,, the fon of Abiathar 
the high prieft, came running to them; and 
when Adonijah faw the young man gladly, 
and faid to him, that he w^as a good mefTenger, 
he declared to them the whole matter about 
Solomon, and the determination of king Da¬ 
vid : Hereupon both Adonijah and all his guefts 
i'ofe haftily from the feaft, and every one fled 
to their own homes. . Adonijah alfo, as afraid 
of the king for what- he had done, became, a 
ftmplkant to God, and took hold of the horns 
bi the altar, which w'cre pominent. It tvaS- 

alfc 
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.'Ifo told Solomon, that he had fo done; *in 4 
that he deftred to receive afliiranccs from him, 
iliat he would not remember the injury, he had 
done, and not inflidl any fevere punifhment 
j for it. Solbmon anfwered very mildly ^and 
■ ,'/u.dently. That “ he forgave him this his of- 
fciicey'but faid withal, that if he were found 
out in %ny attempt for new innovations, that 
lie would be the author of his own punifh- 
iiient.” So he feat to him, and raifed him up 
from the place of his fupplication. And when 
he was come to the king,^nd had Worlhipped 
him, the king bid him go away to his own 
houfc, and have no fufpicion of any harm ; 
and delired him to Ihew himfelf a worthy man, 
as what would tend to his own advantage. 

y. But David, being defirous of ordaining 
Ins foil king of all the people, called together 
their rulers to Jerufalem, with the prlefts, and 
the Levites : and having firft numbered the 
Levites, he found them to be thirty-eight 
thoufand, from thirty years old to fifty; out 
of which he appointed twenty-thrSe thoufand 
to take care of the building of the temple, 
and out of the fame, fix thoufand to he judges 
of the people, and feribes, four thoufand for 
porters to the houfe of God, and as many for 
lingers, to fing to the inftruments which Da- 
I'id laad prepared, as we have faid already. 
He divided them alfo into courfes; and when 
he had feparated the priefts from them, he 
found of thefe priefts twenty-four courfes, fix- 
teen of the houfe of Eleazar, and eight of that 
of Ithamar ; and he ordained, that one courfe 
fhould minift’er to God eight days, from Sab¬ 
bath to Sabbath. And thus were ^he courfes 
diftrihuted by lot, in the prelcnce of David, 
and Zadok and Ahiathar the high priefts,. and 
of all the rulers : and that courfe which came 
up%rft was written down as the firft, and ac¬ 
cordingly the fecond, and fo on to the twenty- 
fourth : And tills partition hath remained to 
this day. He alfo made twqnty-four parts of 
the tribe*of Levi;, and when they caft lots,, 
they came up in the fame manner for their 
.eourfes of eight days.' He alfo honoured the 
poftcrity of Mofes, and made them the keep- 
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ers of the treafures of God, and of 'the dona¬ 
tions which the kings dedicated, fle alfo or¬ 
dained, that all the tribe of Levi, as well as 
the priefts, fhould ferve God night and day, 
as Mofes had enjoiaed them. 

8 .- After this, he parted tbeentire army in¬ 
to twelve parts, with their leaders [and cap¬ 
tains of hundreds] and commanders. Now 
every part had twenty-four thoufand, which 
were ordered to wait on Solomon, by thirty' 
days at a time, from the firft day till the laft, 
■with the captains of thoufands, and captains of 
hundreds. He alfo fet rulers over every part, 
fiich as he knew to be good and righteous men.' 
He fet others alfo to take care of the treafures,■ 
and of the villages, and of the fields, and of 
the heafts, whole names I do not think it ne- 
ceflary to mention.. When David had order¬ 
ed all thefe offices after the manner before-men¬ 
tioned, he called the rulers of the Hebrews, 
and their heads of tribes, and the officers over 
the feveral divifions, and thofc that were ap¬ 
pointed over every work, and every pofieffion; 
and Handing upon an high pulpit, he faid to 
the multitude as follows ; “ My brethren, and 
my people, I would have you know, that I in¬ 
tended to build an houfe for God, and prepar¬ 
ed a large quantity.of gold, and an hundred 
thoufand talents of filver; but God prohibited 
me by the prophet Nathan, bccaufe of the wars 
I had on your account, and bccaufe my right 
hand v/as polluted with the Jlaughter of our 
enemies ; but he commanded that my fon, who 
was to fiiccecd me in the kingdom, fhould build 
a temple for him. Now, therefore, fiacc you 
know that of the twelve fons whom Jacf)h our 
forefather had, Judah was appointed to he king, 
and that I was preferred before rny fix brethren,, 
and received the government from God, and 
that none of them w'ere uncafy at it; fo do I 
alfo defire that my fons he not feditious one a- 
gainft another, now Solomon has received the 
kingdom, hut to bear him cheerfully for their 
lord, as knowing that God hath chofen him : 
for if is not a grievous thing to obey Cyen a 
foreigner as a ruler, if it be God’s will; but it 
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is fit to ri joioe when a brother hath obtained 
that dignity, fmee the refl partake of it with 
him. And I pray that the prbmifes of God 
may be fulfilled ; and that this happinefs, which 
he hath promifed to bellow upon king Solomon, 
over all the country, may continue therein for 
all time to come. And thefe promifes, O fon, 
v/ill be firm, and come to an happy end, if thou 
Iheweft thyfelf to be a religious and a righteous 
"man, and an obferverof the laws of thy coun¬ 
try ; but if not, expcdl adverfity upon thy dif- 
obedience to them.” 

9. Now when the king had faid this, he 
left off; but gave tha defeription and pattern 
of the building of the temple, in the fight of 
them all, to Solomon ; of the foundations, and 
of the chambers, inferior and fuperior, how 
many they were to be, and how large in height 
and in breadth ; as alfo he determined the 
weight of the golden and lilver velfels ; more¬ 
over, he earncllly excited them with his words, 
to life the utmoft alacrity about the work : he 
exhorted the rulers alfo, and particularly the 
tribe of Levi, to afiifl him, both bccaufe of his 
youth, and bccaufe God had cholen him to 
take care of the building of the temple, and of 
the govenament of the kingdom. He alfo de¬ 
clared to them that the \vork would be eal’y, 
and not very laborious to them, bccaufe he had 
prepared for it many talents of gold, and more 
of filver, with timber, and a great many carpen¬ 
ters, and (lone-cutters, and a large cpianity of 
emeralds, and all forts of precious floncs: and 
lie faid, that even now he would give of the 
proper goods of his own dominion two hun¬ 
dred Talents, and three hundred other talents 
,of pure gold, for the moft holy place, and for 
the chariot of God, the cherubim, wliich arc 
to Hand over and cover the ark. Now when 
David had done fpeaking, there appeared great 
alacrity among the rulers, and the priefls and 
the Levites, who now contributed, and made 
great and fplendid promifes for a future contri- 
biuinn ; for they undertook to bring of gold , 
five rhoufand talents, and ten thoufand drains, 
and of filver ten thoufand talents, and many 
ten thoufand talents of iron : And if any one, 


had a precious Hone, he brought it, and 
queathed it to be put among the treafurcs; 
which Jchielj Onc of the pofterity of Mol 
had the care. 

.}o. Upon this occafiop all the people 
: joiced, as in particular did David, when he f; 
j the zeal and forward ambition of the-1; ..It- 
' and the priefts, and of all the reft ; and he h 
gan to hlefs God with a loud voice, caliii 
him the father and parent of the univerfe, a: 
the author of human and divine things, wii 
which he had adorned Solomon, the jiatix 
and guardian of the Hebrew nation, and of i,, 
happinefs, and of that kingdom which he hath 
given his fon. Befides this, he prayed for hap- 
I })inefs to all the people ; and to Solomon his 
! fon, a found and a righteous mind, ;§id con¬ 
firmed in all forts of virtueand then he 
‘ commanded the multitude to hlefs God: upon 
I which they all fell down upon the ground, and 
I viorfliipped him. They alfo gave thanks to 
David on account of all the blclTings whidi 
they had rs^ctived ever fince he had taken the 
kingdom. On the next day he prefented facrl- 
lices to God, a thoufand bullocks, and as many 
lambs, which they offered for burnt-oftcrings. 
They alfo offered peace-offerings, and flew 
many ten thoufand facrifices ; and the king 
feafted all day, together with all tiic people; 
and they anointed Solomon a fecond time with 
the oil, and appointed him to be king, and 
Zadok to be the high prieft of the whole mul¬ 
titude. And when they had brought Solomon 
I to the royal palace, and had fet him upon his 
I father’s throne, they were obedient to him from 
; that day. 


CHAP. XV. 

Whot Charge David gave to his Son Solo^ion, 
at the Approach of his Death ; and how 
many Things he left him for tfoe Building 
of the Temple. 

§ I. A LITTLE afterward David alfo fell 
XjL into a diftemper, by reafon of his 

age; 
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; and pcrceiviii;; lliat ho was near to tlcilJi, ,! !o ino, di di havo i i liou^xir, 

oallo I his fo:) Soloiuoa, :uid dilcourlod to i aad ;.iho c.u-o o!'; iCr wo io'vr •.•a, dor ; 

hiin iluis: “ 1 ain now, <) ua/ i'on, ptAinp- to j to him h/;'., Ivor wo on’y roiny tliittiCii; 

jny grave, ami to my ia'.ho.--;, w'licii is tlic ; ’v!'.i..-h we o\w- his ia.riicr, !',>r v, 0,1! ho did lo 
comaio!) way aviiich all men tliat now arc, or mo In my oi ’.h!. Tiioir i , ::l!o Moimri the irn. 

ho !ici'oalte;r, in’ill go ; jioin avhioh w.iy ; m'oh-r.i, id’iho tri'oo; o! lionj onin, who, ;>!lor 
’h,i.g[y_) lo.ygcr podihlc to return, and lo knmv im :nd old mmy rora-o.whe-, upon im-, rvhen, 
:i!!V hiin,;- that is done in tlii; world ; On i 10 mvlii.dit, ! war', eoing to Pvhdnm.iim, ii'e;: 
whie’i aeeo'.int 1 exhort tliee, wlide i .am I'tii! j me at Jordan, .anl reeeix'cd .!lihr.nu es tliat he 
.dive, tliongli alrc.uly very nc.ir to de.ndi, in | thoiild then full^T iiolhimy I) > i h.m 1 mu; feeL 
the iiime in inner as I hive foi-iuerly laid ill my | : ai tor dime lull, neeahon, and p,;mi!'i him.” 
a-lv!.'■ lo tliee, to lie rii>h;eo;rs towards lliy \Yhi:n IXivid li id 'yeven tin!; admi'a;!- 

dihr;.' ., an! rchgioiis toward, Ood, that hit'i tion; to id; ion alioui pnhlic ailid;--, a.' 1 .ihon,: 

. .,',1 !’' -e thy ';.iiigdoin ; to o’nlervc liis coin- i his i'riend: , .and .(iiout I'loii; whom he !;m ” lo 
rami;, and his i iws, wliie'i he hatli lent u, j delesvc pm-himsen!, lie ili.ohhavine !!'. ui ■' u •" 
.Moies ; :ind neither do thou, out ol lavom' i ty yea;s, and reigned I’even )a;, ; , ;e,d li\, 
nor ii ytery, allow any lidl or oldm.r pailiou to ' moiilh- In llelirrm over the triire oi Pad d,^ -n;; 


j| ge,',.! to him in-;'., hur we on’y reoiy t!i it lieiic 
;| ’v!'.i.;h we o\\v his ia.riicr, li'r w irit he diid lo 
j me ;n my li. 'Jit. I meia- 1 , .allo Mi'nnei thi' h'n. 
: ' i eh-i'.i, <d tile trdoe o! [teiij nnin, who, ;>!ier 
j O'-nid will mms’ rer'ro.mhes upon nm, ivhen, 
j 10 eiv liipjit, ! w'.u, going to Pvhdnm.iim, ii'e;: 

i.n‘ at jord.m, anl reeeiwsi .diiir.nu es tint he 
, tmiiil'd then tulho iiolhiii;’, Oiilion mu; iei 1, 

I : at tor dime jull, neeahon, and p.tmilhj him.” 
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good qualifies peculiarly fit for kings : nor was 
he guilty 01 any offence in the exercife of fo 
great an authority, but in tlie hufincfs of the 
wife of Uriah. He ailb left behinel him great¬ 
er wealth than any other king, either ol the He¬ 
brews, or of other nations, ever did. 

3. He was buried by his ion Soh'mon, in 
Jerulaiciu, with great niagnificcnee, and with 
all the other funeral ponij) wliich kings ufc to 
be burled w'ith ; moreover, he had great and im- 
menfe wealth buried w'ith him, the vallnefs of 
which may be cafily conjectured at by what I 
lhall now lay ; for a thouland and three hun¬ 
dred years afterward, Hyreanus the Iiigli pried, 
when lie was befieged by Antiuchus, that was 
called the Pioiis^ the ion of Demetrius, and w^as 
dehrous of giving him money, to get him to 


' raife the ficgc, and draw off his army ; and 
j iiaving no other metfod of compalfing the 
I money, opened one room of David’s fepulchre. 
I and took out three thouland talents, and gave 
I jxiit of that lain to Anliochus, and hy this 
■ means cauled the liege to be raffed, as \v< 
i have Informed the reader e]fewhere,--/^vay. 

, after him, and that many years, Herod tlu 
' king opened another room, and took away . 
great deal of money, and yet ’neither of the” 
came at the colfins of the kings themlelves ; fo; 
j their bodies wmre buried under the earth ic 
! aitlnlly, that they did not appear to even thof 
that entered into their monuments. But lo 
; much lhall luffice us to have faid concerning 
, thci'e matteis. 


VHL 

Coniaining the Interval of One Hundred and Sixty-three Tears. 

[Fiom the Dciuh ol David to the Death oh AtiAs.] 


C H A P. I. 

iU-w SJhma;^ ivl'en he lu/J rccclviJ tit Kiiig- 
doin^ took fgj' his Kininus. 

W F. have already treated of David, 
and his virtue; and the ncuc- 
lils lie was 'die author of to Ids 
countrymen ; of his wars alfo, and battles, 
which he managed with iucccis; and then died 
an old man, in the foregoing la.ok. And 

when Solomon Ills fon, wdio w;is hut a youth 
in age, had taken the kingdom, and wliom 
David had declared, while he was alive, the 
lord of that jieoplc, according to God’s will; 
when lie fit upon the throne, the wiiole liody 
of tlic pcc'plc made joyful acclamations to Iiim : 
;!S is ufual at tlie beginning of a reign; and 
wilhed that ail his affairs might cotnc to .a 


bltiled conch:foil ; and that iie might arrive 
at a great age, and at the moll hapjiy Hate of 
affa^'s jioflible. 

2, lioT Adonijah, who, wliile his fither 
was living, attempted to gain pollcffion of tlio 
government, came to tlic king’s motlicr Bath- 
flicha, and l.dnted her with great civility; and 
when flic alked him, whether he came to h.cr 
as defirlng her afulfancc in any thing or not ? 
and hid him tell her if that were the cafe, for 
that fhe would cheerfully afford it him, he l)c- 
i gan to lay. That, “ flic knew hcrfclf that the 
' kingdom was his, both on account of his elder 
I age, and ol fhe difpofition of the muhitude ; 

anii that yet it vvas transferred to Solomon her 
j ion, according to the will of God. He alii) 
j faid, that he was contented to he a fervant 
I under 
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inder hun, and was ^cafed with the pi'cTcnt 
ntleinent ; but he delii'eil her to be a means 
f obtain'mp; a iavour from, his brother to him, 
nd to perhiade him to beftow on him in mar- 
laee Ablfhag, wlio had imlecd fltpt by hisf.i- 
■p.cr, but bccaulc bis father was too old, lic did 
v/ith her, and (lie was ftlll a virpin.” 
)0 Batiifhcba prf)mired him to afl’ord him !u r 
idiilrmce very carnellly, and to in'iny this 
v’.arriaye abouti becauf'c the klny would he 
viliini!; to yratify him in f'ucii a thiny, and l)C- 
.aufe flu; Wv'ndd ])rcis liiin to it very carnellly. 
/\i'C‘H'dlnyiV he went away in lio[)CSof hiccced- 
iny !!! tiiii m itch. So Sojiamon's motlicr went 
prclcntly to her Ion, to Ij-'cak to iiiin about 
what ihe had jiromiicd, u[)on Adonijah’s lup- 
y.'lication to her. y\iid vvlum her ion came 
fhrwar-'l to meet her, and embraced her ; and 
aviiCii !)C had hrriuylit her into the houle 
where his royal tlirone was fet, he fat tlicre- 
0!i, and hid them fet another throne on the 
riyht liand for his mother. XVhen Batli- 
flleha was fit down, lire laid, “ O my Ton, 
g)Mnt me or.e requcfl that i tlelire of thee, aitd 
do inH any tlvioiy to me ihat is dil.iyrceahle or 
mvniitcful, which thoii wilt do if thou denlen: 
me.’’ And wlem Sn!(inu),i hid her to lay lici' 
con),m,mds upon liim, hecauio it was ayrecahle 
to Ills iluty to grant her every thing fhe 
flronhl alb, and complained that flic did not at 
firll begin her di^c^ulrfe with a firm cxpedlation 
of obtaining what ihe dclired, hut Irad fome 
fur[)icion of a dnfial, Ihc intreated him to 
grant, that Ids brother Adonijah might marry 
AbiOiag. 

the king was greatly offended at 
tlicfc word.s, and fent away Ids mother ; ami 
faid, “ That Adoidjah aimed at great thing', 
and that he wondered that fhe did not delire 
him to yield up the kingdom to him, as to Ids 
elder brother, lincc flie dclired tliat he might 
marry Ahilh ig ; and that he bad potent friends, 
Joab the capt fin of the hod, and Ahiath ir the 
pried.’* So he c.alled for Bcn*iah the captaiii 
of the g'uards, and ordered him to flay Ids 
Jj£Othcr Adonijah. He alfo called for Abiathar 
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the pned, and faid to Inm, “ I will^ not put 
thee to death, bccaufe oJ tiuhe ollu r baulihips 
whieii thou hall cudnved with my father, and 
iiecaulc of the ark wiileh thou hall home alonr 
with him ; b^it 1 iid'iet Bus follow ine, pimilh- 
ineiit upon tlicc, heeaule' thou w.is amon'r 
! .Xdoidjah's folK-wcrs, ami \wid of li's piU). 

I ])o not then eonlmue fare,, nor eonie any 
I'lore into my f;ghl ; hut !;o to thine covn 
town, and live on tiiy c.'Wii iiclds, and tlmro 
aliitle all tliy life ; for thon liali u.deiuletl fo 
greatly, that it is m r jull ihar Bum Ihouh'.ed 
retai.i tliy digid,t / <ioy lo'ipe>.” f'or tiu; huv- 
menliiinetl emhe theieloiv it was, Bi .1 the 
lioulc of llhamar was deprirecl of tlie f'acc!- 
dotal dignity, as (hid liad loi'etoh! rt' bli, Bm 
grau.dfatlier of AI)iaBiar. So it rvas tra;'sii.nv(! 

' to tlie family of Bldnoas, to Zwiok. l\ow 
thole that were (d tlie iamlly C'f blnney-, brnt 
llvi'd yirivately during the time th.it t'lc Idtdi 
jiricllhood was transferred to the heuift; of hlu- 
Inar (ol wdiicli fandly Eli was the iiid fJj.it w- 
ccived it) wcr^ohele tliat follow’ : ihikki, the 
foil of AbillniiJBe high pried ; his fbn was 
Joatliam ; joafnain’s Ion was Mcraioih ; Me- 
raiotlfs Ion was y\roph.:eus ; Aropli.ams’s (on 
w’.is AJ’hitdh ; and yXldiulfs Ion was Zadok, 
vriio wa.s dvil made Ifuji jnicjl in the reieji of 
David. 

4. Kow w'icu h'lah the captain ol the lufl 
heard of tlmtlanglii to! Ailoidgh, Im '.\ a;-; gy eat- 
ly alrai'J, fo: he w.;s a gri atei’ irlcnd to him tliao 
to Solomon ; and luipeCliii'g not witimut rea- 
itm, tliat he v.-as in Auyee! (-n aee('un! (iriiis fa- 
I vonr to Aidonii di, In'lied to the a.'iar, mni i'ny- 
i poled he mi'Bit jii'oeure labyty tin roh\'1 o hhi ■ h, 

, heoaufe c'f the i.iiie’s iii'-ty towards (!; h. !'w 
, when iomc told the IBiig what {oah ,s ligymi'a! 
was, he font Benaiah, ami eonnnmd.--d ihmto 
railc iilm up frmii the ahai', and hiiny; blrn to 
I tlie judgment-leat, in order to male ins de¬ 
fence. However loan laid, lie would >n>: leave 
the altar, hut would die there, ratliei' than in 
another jilace. And wlien Benaialihau oj'oii- 
cd his anfwcr to the king, Solomon eomnimui- 

cd. 
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Book VIIL 


e<.l him fo rut of!’ his hc;it! there, and let him i 
take tliat a'- a punllhmcnt for tlinlc two captains 
of the lioil wlioin he Itad wickcoly flaln, and 1 
to hury his body, that Iris iiiv; might never leave ; 
'hi', funily, lint th it hiiufelf and his father, by ‘ 
[oab’s death, inlghl he guilt!;.Is? And when i 
iicnai.di had done what-he was eommanded to 
do, he was hindelj ajrpointed to be captain | 
(Jthc whole arinv. ‘I'he kin.g aUo made Za- ■ 
dok to 1)0 ahrne the high priclt, in the room of : 
Ahiathar, wliom iic luui retiiovcd. j 

v But as to Shiniei, SoK)’m):\ commandc.l 
that he thotihi Iniiid him an hoaile, and tliy at . 
jeruralem, and attend upon Idm, ami fnoulJ ; 
not have anthoiity to go (.'vcr th.e brook Cedron; j 
and that it' lie diiit'ncyed tliat eonmui'id, tleath j 
ihonld be bis pmnihment. 1 le ah’o threatened 
liim io terribly, tint he comipeHed him total-., 
a ’, ("nil tha.': h.e wouki o'oew Accordingly 
Sidnuei faid, Tiia; “ hr irnl re.Uon to thrnik iS;t- . 
lomon lor gidiw; Iiim Inch an injiineliou : 
and added a;r oath, tl; it lie would ilo as lie hid , 


thdmk thcmfclvcs fccur^ becaufc they have yet 
Inffcrcd nothing, their punifliment increaJes, 
and is heavier upon them, and that to a great¬ 
er degree than if they had been puniflted im¬ 
mediately upon the commillion of their crimes.’' 
So Bcnaiah, on the king’s eommand, 
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CHAP. IB 

Cr>:,‘C)'!:l>!0' lie Wife of Sh!tni:(,n : coju'cn ::/,/, 
iVtfdfi?/!^ a?i(l Rifbt'S; and ajincnuii'^ ‘stc.B'/ 
he oht'.hncd (f Hiriim J'or the Budding (f ih^ 

TcmJiL', 

§ I. ^JOLOMON iiaving already fettled Iiim- 
lelf ilrndy in Ids kingdom, and Iias'- 
ing broueJiL liis enemies to piiniihment, he m.ir- 
lied the daupjtlcr oi Pliaraoh, king of f'.gn pt, 
and J l)uilt tlie walls ot |rriil,dL-m mu. h isrgor 
and ilrongcr than thoJc which liad l>een l,ri(;ie, 
and ihcncdorlii lie ma.nagcd juiblic af.iirs very 
peaceably ; Nor was Ids youth any Idnclcra.me 
in the exerciie oi jullice, or in tlie (dn'ervaiini! 
oi the laws, or in ll;e rcinerubcrance ol vehat 
cliarges Ids latlier liadi given him at his dcaili ; 
hut lie ditcl'.argyu! every eiuty with grea'cr accur¬ 
acy tlian might Ikivc bei :i cxpeelecl li\,!u I'ludi 
j as are aged, and ol the greatcit prudence. Me 
I now rclolvcd to litbron, and ficriiice to 

Coil u}iv)n the bWWtn tillar that was buih liy 
iMoles. Accorddmg!) he olicred there burnt-(>l~ 
ferings, in number a theuftnd ; and when lie 
laid dune this, he tlnniight ho had paid great 
lu nour to (Bid : lor as Ire was afleep that very 
night, Cod a}ipcared to him, and eommanded 
him to ;dk oi him ionre griita wideh !;e was rea¬ 
dy to ghee Bin), as a reward lor ids pictes So 
Suloin.m alhed of Cod what was moll exiel- 
ent, and of the grcatcll worth in ilhli', wdnu. 
i Cod would I'cdow whir the gg'eatcil jov, and 

what 

t i !■' . O’ y ,'//■ ■-tvnH: 'f jrruf. / Idio) .'ftcr Ih',- 

\ I'd • (’ll. ,i !., ida.ii I l.'.t’ cfaicoii.'i, a (.dtlu fit'; ’—I’,. ,1 plohii, 

V. ) . ' I ! I,I','ll! tlnu ll!• '/S nf (lii'y 

!'■ lag, ii ur(iS'llicil <’)■ im’gcrlcCl i!l :ii .t time, 

die t i . A d y 1. ',.r:! i!.rp. \ li. t, p .'Uo i '.y.. i g— 
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' what it was moft profitable for man to receive ; ' 
for he did not defirc to have beftowed upon ‘ 
him, either gold or filver, or any other riches, 
as a man and a youth might naturally have 
•done; for thefe are the things that generally 
' aa'c elleemed by mott men, as alone of the 
grclu'i.ll; worth, and the bcfl gifts of God ; but, 
faid he, “Give me, O Lord, a found mind, 
a:id a good underflanding, whereby 1 may I'peak 
and judge the people according to truth and 
rightcouliicfs.” With thefe petitions God was 
well pleafed ; and promifed to give him all 
thofe thiivgs tliat he had not mentioned in his 
option , riches, glory, vidfory over his enemies; 
;jnd, in the firft place, underflanding and wif- 
dom ; and this in fuch a degree, as no other 
mortal man, neither kings nor ordinary per- 
Ibns, ever had. Fie alfo promil'cd to preferve 
the kingdom to his poftcrity for a very long 
time, if he continued righteous, and obedient 
to him, and imitated his father in thofe things 
wherein he excelled. Wiien Solomon heard 
this from God, he prefently leaped otit of his 
bed ; and when lie had worfliipped him, he rc- 
turneil to Jerulalem ; and after he had offered 
great facriiices before the tabernacle, he fcalted 
all his own family. 

2, In thefe days an hard cafe came before 
him in judgment, which it was very difficult 
to find any end of; and I think it neceffary to 
explain the fa<ft, about which the contclf was, 
that fuch as liglit upon my writings may know 
what a difficult caufe Solomon was to deter¬ 
mine, and thofe that are concerned in fuch 
matters may take this fagacity of the king for 
a *^be more eafily give 

lent^cc about fuch (pieftions. There were 
two women, who were harlots in the courle of , 
their lives, that came to him ; of whom Ihe 
that feemed to be injured began to fpcak firll, 
and faid, “ O king, I and this other woman 
dwell together in one room ; Now it came to 
paE that wc both bore a fon at the fame Imur of 
the fame day, and on the third day this woman j| 
overlaid her fon, and killed it, and then took |i 
my fon out of my bofotn, and removed him to j 
hcrfclf; and as I was aflcep, fho laid her dc ul : 
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j fon in my arms. Noiv when, in the morning, 
I was delirous to give the hrcaif to the child, 
I did not find my own, but faw the woman’s 
dead child lying by me ; for 1 conndered it ex- 
acitly, and foiiiul it fo to be. Hence it waslliat 
1 demanded my fon, and Avhen I could not ob¬ 
tain him, I have recourfe, my lord, to tby af- 
fidance ; for fince we were alone, aiul there 
j was nobody there that could convlcl: Iicr, flic 
i cares for nothing, hut ])erievcrcs in tiie flout 
I denial of the ^Vhen this woman had 

I told this her ftory, the king afked the other 
I woman, 'ivli.H ihe had to fay in conlradiftion 
I to that ffory ? Ifut when flie denied that flic 
had done wliat was charged ujion Iicr ; anti 
faid that it was her cliiid that was living, and 
that it waas her antagoniff s child that was dead ; 
and when no one could devife what judgment 
could be given, and the wliolc court were liliad 
! in their underilanding, am! could not tell how 
I to find out this riddle;, the king alone invented 
: the following way how to difeover it: He had 
them bring in both the dead and (he living 
child ; and lent one of his guards, and com¬ 
manded him to llicli a fword, and draw it, and 
to cut both the children into two pieces, that 
each of the women might have h df tiie living 
and halfthc dead child. J lerciipon all the peo¬ 
ple privately laughed at the hisg;, as no more 
, than a youth. Jhit in the mean time, flu that 
j was the real rnollier of the living elnid cried 
out, that he ihouM not do fo, but deliver that 
child to the other woman a;; her own, for flie 
would be fatisfied witli the life of the child, and 
with the fight cd'it, ahhough it were cflecined 
I the other’s child ; hut the other woin:'!i was 
; ready to fee the child divided, and wai defi- 
rous moreover that the firfl woman fliould be 
I tormented. Wlieu th>e king undcrflood that 
I both their avords piva ceded from the truth of 
s their jiaffions, he adduiged the cliiid to her 
I that cried out fo lave it, for that ihe was tim 
; real mother of it; aua! he eop,dc;nnecl the other 
Ij es a wicked woman, rv):<' had not only killed 
her own child, hut was endeavouring to fee 
her friend's child dtilroved alfo. N the mul- 

d b titude 
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titude 'l^iokcd fiii this cletcnnlnation as a great 
iign and dcinonllration of the king’s lagacity 
and wildoni; and after that day attended to 
him, as one that had a divine mind. 

3. Now the captains of liia armies, and of- 
ficers appointed over tlie whole country, were 
thefc: Over the lot of Kphraim was Ures ; 
over the toparcJiy of Ixthlehcm was Diockrus : 
Abinadah, who married Solomon’s daughter, 
had the region (>f Dora, and the iLa-coall un¬ 
der him.; The great jdain was under Benaiah, 
the fon of Achilns ; he alio governed all the 
country as far as Jordan : Ckibarius ruled over 
Gilead, and Gaulanitis, and had imd.er him 
tlic lixty great and fenced cities [of Og] ; A- 
chinadah managed th.e alhtirs oi all Galilee, as 
far as Sidon; and had himielt alio married a 
daviglitcr of Solomon, whole name was Bajnna : 
Banacates hatl the lea-coalf about Arce ; as had 
Shaphat mount 'i'ahor, and (J;u'mel, and [the 
lower) Galilee, as far as tlie river Jordan ; one 
man was appointed ever all this country : Shi- 
niei was intrnfted with the lot ot Benjamin; 
and.Gaharcs had the country beyond Jordan, 
over whom there was again one governor ap¬ 
pointed. Now- tire people or the I Jehrcws, and 
parlicuiarly tlie trilic ('1 fudah, received a won¬ 
derful iricrcafc when tluy h'Ctook tliemlclves, to 
hulbandry, and t!)c cultivation of their grounds ; 
for as they enjoyed ])cacc, and were m)t dil- 
trahled wlt'i wars and troubles, and liaving Ix:- 
Ini.'s an ni.houndccl Iruitit'n of tlie moR deh- 
jahlt ht'crty, every one was huly in augment¬ 
ing the prodiiel of ihclr own lands, and mak¬ 
ing them worth move than tliey had Itirmevly 
been, 

4. Tiir. king had alfo other rulers, who 
were over the land of Syria, and of the Philif- 

* It may net Is* amif:. to comjwrc l!) .■ (!.i iy furniture of 
k'Pt; Sfildii',oa’s lioro fer ilf)v.'n, tiiul i Kui;:;* iv. 22, 

2r- 'vitii iov like I'l.iily furniture of Nelnu’iah tlie pover- 
I'.o.-fs l.ikie, tifiev the Je'on vveiv t omc btick fn.m Babylon; 
r..:<] to reiii tuber M tliat Nelieniiab now build- 

istr toe V. alia of Jrtufa'eni, ;ui(l noiir.tein.td more tbaii 
nt'iil above out; Iiundied ;ui<l fiity couCdenible men cveiy 
t!iy, and t'l.it, bectme ibe nation was llieii veay pooiy.at 
h's i>v. 11 cltai " 1 ;; aU'o, wiinout kiyin;' any burden upon the 
people a; a'i! Ab.'u ivluh tw,.j prr/<ai\tlf^r mt ihvly 
■u'.ts one ox, j‘ JJt ■: rl.oi-' Jho’j': a’jO ft iv’: ‘ivorf prej^oredfor 
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tines, which rcadicd fromthe rivcF Euphrates to 
Egy])t, amlthefc collcfted his tributes of the na¬ 
tions. Now tbtie contributed to the king’s ta¬ 
ble, and to his fupper every day, * thirty coriof 
fine flour, and lixty of meal; as alfo ten fat oxen, 
and twenty oxen out of the paflures, and ryn 
hundred fat lambs : all thefe were bcfid_s vviiat 
were taken by hunting, harts, and buffaloes, 
and birds, and fiflies, which were brought to 
the king by foreigners day by day. 8olomv./n 
had alfo fo great a number of chariots, that the 
flails of his horles for thole chariots were forty 
thonland; and beiides tlielc he had twelve 
thouland horfemcn, the one half of which w ait¬ 
ed upon the king in jerufalcm, and tlic rtll 
were dilperfed abroad, and dwelt in tb.c royal 
villages: But the fame officer who provided for 
the king his expcnccs, fupplied alio the fodder 
for the horles, and ftill carried it to the place 
where the king abode at that time. 

3. Now thcfagaclty and wildom which God 
had beftowed on Solomon was lo great, that he 
exceeded the ancients ; infomuch, that he was 
no way inferior to tlte Egyptians, who arc faid 
to have been beyond all men in undei'flanding ; 
nay indeed, it is evident, th;it their i'agacity 
was very much inferior to that of the king, blc 
alfo excelled and dlflinguilhed himlclf in wil¬ 
dom above thole w'ho were moft eminent among 
the Hebrew’s at that time for fiirewdnels; thcle 
1 mean were Ethan, and Ilcnian, and Clhalco'!, 
and Darda, the Tons of Alahol. He alfo corn,- 
poled books of odes, and fongs a thouland and 
live, of jiarahles and limiiitudes three thouland ; 
for he Ipake a parable upon every fort of tree, 
from the hyflop to the cedar ; and in like man¬ 
ner alfo about bealts,. about all forts of lAing 

crea- 

me ■■ axd or.t tn ten itiys Jlcrc of all forts of ivlne; and iv’/gA 
all thii I i\-(jaii-ed not the bread, of the fsaojernor, becauje the 
bon.leae iien heavy upon th’s p.iople, Nv li. v. 1 8. Sue t’lC 
vk.uio coiitevt, vcr. i.p—n;. Kor diil llic govcrnc/'.’; 
ufuul aJIovvr.uc: oi for;y ilickcls of (ilvcr a day, ver. 1.7. 
aniomvt to 5/. a d:iy, nor (o 1,800/. a yirtr. Nor duo; 
it iiul.'ed appuir, fh.it under the-Judge:,, or under Senw 
uel tlie ],r(,phet, tiieie was any fueli public alleiwaticc to 
thole povcit'or.s at all : Thofegreat cliargcs upon the pub¬ 
lic for nvair.taiiiinp courts came in with kings, a? Ovi. 
. foretold tlicy would, i tiani. viii. .11,—18.. 
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creatures, whether upon the earth, or in the 
feas, or in the air; for he was not unacquaint¬ 
ed with any of their natures, nor omitted en¬ 
quiries about them, but deferibed them, all like 
a philofopher, and demonftrated his exquifite 
knowledge of their feveral properties. God 
allb'enabled him to learn that {kill which * ex¬ 
pels demons, which is a fciencc ufeful and fa- 
native to men. He compofed fuch incanta- 
ti.ms alfo, by wliich dillcmpcrs arc alleviated. 
And he left behind him the manner of ufing 
cxonilins, by which they drive aw'ay demons, 
f) that they never return ; and this method 
of cur: i; of great force unto this day; fori 
h.avc Icen a certain man of my own country, 
whole name was releaiing people that 

were deirioniae;d in the prcfencc of Vefpalian, 
and his fons, and his captains, and the whole 
multitude ol Ids loldicrs. 'fhe manner of tlic 
cure was this ; lie put a ring that had a root i 
of one <d tlioic lorts mentioned by Solomon 
to tl'.e nodrils ol tiic demoniac, after which he 
drew oat the demon through his noftrils ; and 
wdicn the man fell down immediately, he ad- 
iured him lo return into him no more, making 
fill! mention of Solomon, and reciting the in- i 
cautation:. w'f.ch he compolcd. And when ■ 
I'dea/.ar wonid [lerfuade and deinonflrate to the 
fpecfalors that he had fuch a power, he fet a 
little wav off, a cup or bafou lull of water, and 
commanded tlie dciuon, as he went out of tlie 
man, to overturn it, and tlicreby to let the 
Ipceiator*!. know that he had left the man . 
and when this was done, tiie {kill and wil- 
dom of Solomon was Ihevvn very inanifedly ; 
for w'hicU rcafou it is that all men may know 
th<fvaunefs of Solc.mon’s ftbilities, and how he 
was beloved of God, and that the c.xtraordina- 
rv virtues of every kind with which this kiiu’^ 

Some prelindc;! rr,ij:;rmits of tlicfo books of conira- 
•ition of Solomon are ililt extant in Fabricius’s Col. 
Pfeutiepi^r. Vst.'Fell. p. 1051, tliough I entirt'y ilillbr 
from lofepiius in tbi.s Iiib fui>pof..l, tli.U fueli hooka ami 
arts of .Solomon woe parts of that nvyajHi wliieli v, aa im¬ 
parted to him hy (jod in Ins younger iliya ; tliey inuil 
rath.er have belonged t.: fuch profane, but u/rhao ails, aa 
vi^fiiid mentioned Ails .\ix. i-i,—20. and had been de- 
lavcd from the idolatiy and luperftition of his lieatlien 
\,ivcs and concubines in his ciJ age, v hen he had .'er- 
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w'as endowed mtiy not he unknown to any 
people under the lun ; for this rcal'on, I fay, 
it is that we have proceeded to fpeak fo largely 
of thel'e matters. 

6. Moreover, Ellram, king of Tyre, when 
he had heard that Solomon fucceeded to his fa¬ 
ther’s kingdom, was very glad of it, for he was 
a friend of David. So he iciit ambaffadors to 
him, and I’alutcd him, and congratulated him 
on the prelcnt h.tjtpy Hate of his alFairs. . Up¬ 
on which Solomon fent him aa epillle, the con¬ 
tents of which here follow ; 

S 0 L 0 ? 40 N to King HIRAM. 

“ j Know thou that my father would have 
built a temple to CJod, hut was hindered by 
wars, and continual expeditions, for he did not 
leave oil’to overthrow his enemies till he made 
them all iubjeCl to tribute; But I give tluinks 
to God for the peace I at prefent enjoy, arid on 
that account I am at Icifurc, and dehgn to 
build an houle to God, forGoil foi'ctold to my 
father that I'ucb an houic ihoiild be built bv me ; 
wherefore 1 dcfire thee to fend lome of thy I'ub- 
jcdls with mine to mount Lebanon to cut down 
timber, I'or the Sidonians arc more ikiliul than 
our peo))le in cutting of wood. As for wages 
to the hcvvci’'. cd' wood, I will pay whatldcver 
price thou ihalf determine.’ 

7. V/ur.N liiram had read this eplfilc, he 
was plcai'cd wilh il ; and wrote hack this aa- 
{\vcr to Solomon ; 

HIRAM to King SOLOMON. 

“ It is ht to bids God, that he hath coiinnit- 
Icd thy father’s government to tliee, wiio art a 
wile man, and endovved with all virtues. As 
for myl’eif, 1 rejoice at the condition tiiou ait 

lU 

fuken Goil, und Cod Lid forf.ikcn Iiim, :ind gw'cii Iiir, 
up to dcmcniaciil dclulioiic. For doi s J(>ii ptius'e bring' 
SLtount of tlic root Haara, (Of tij: W.ir, F. \ ML tb. \i 
V 3.) feem to be odier lli.iii iL it <jf U,. m.igic.d t.I\- nl 
lucli cotijuititious. h'i lor tlio f>I!owjiig hlil.ir), li ri.n- 
linii.s vtliat Cl'riil Gy'., Matt. >11. i~. IJ I /’■/ . r: 

cui dr.nons, /ly irhm d) your/'.:^ ayi thchi oul t 

f 'Thcfe cpilllib of .ftilomou ar.d IJtr.iiii ate tliou; i.-v 
1 Kings V. 3,—9. and, ;;'i en!;;rgi'd, in 2 Cliroii. ;i. 3.-.. 
16. but here gP'ju uc- by J',F-p!iu: in i.lc own v. w.sF. 




Book Vnr. 


258 ANTI Q^U ITIES OF THE JEWS, 

in, and will be fubfervient to thee in all that ]j ftom fpeaking truth, which is the proper com- 


thou fended to me about; for when by my 
fubjc£ts 1 have cut down many and large trees 
of cedar, and cyprefs wood, I will fend them 
to fea, and will order my fubje<3;s to make 
flotes of them, and to fail to what place foever i 
of thy country thou fhalt defire, and leave them j 
there, afier which thy fubjeds may carry them ! 
to Jerufalcm : But do thou take care to procure ' 
I'ls corn for this tiiTiber, which we ftand in need 
of, becaufe wc inhabit * in an llland.” | 

8 . Tue copies of thefe epiflles remain at 
this day, and arc ])referved not only in our 
books, but among the Tyrians alfo, infomuch I 
that if any one would know the certainty a*- 
bout llicin, he may defire of tire keepers of | 
the public records of Tyre to fiiew him them, i 
and lie wlii find what is there fet down to a- 
grec with what wc have faid. I have faid fo 
much out of a tlclire that my readers may 
know that wc fpcak nolhing hut lire trutii, and 
do not compole an hidory out of fome plau- 
liblc relations, which deceive men and jilcaic 
them at tlic lame time, nor attempt to avoid 
examination, nor dei'ire men to believe us im¬ 
mediately ; nor are wc at liberty to depart 

"Wlint licrc puts into his copy of" Hlrurn’s 

'■niille to Solomon, ami repeats afterwai'ds, chaji. v. t ,. 

Tyic was no'v an ’fand, is not in any of the three 
c iIk ‘ eopics, -iJ/'o. tint (if the Kinps, Chronicles, or Ku- 
fttbu!.-; •, nor is it any ■ tli.n, J fiippofe, tlian Ills own con- 
je,(ftur,!l panphiale : f 1 wr.en 1 many yc ms ago fncjuircd 
into this matter, I found tf t I'latt of this faitious city, and 
of the itland Miieienpon it flood, to have been very differ¬ 
ent at difTerent tinu s. 'I'lie rt Inlt of my crujuiriis in this 
ntatur, witli t'et addition of hune lati r iinpiovrnieiita, 
fa,ids thus; the beh t(;!titi...riics Jtercto relating 

i-nply, that Ihilreicruf, or oldeft'I’vre, was no other thati 
titat nioft ancii nf fmali' r fort or city 'hyre, fituated on ti e 
continent, and in< iititevd in jofli. ris. ny. out of winch 
the Cainanitc 01 I’tierd. i:in itihahilaiu.s were driven into 
a large ifland, lint lay ".(,t f.tr (iff in the fea, by Jnlhna ; 
'i'hat this itlaiid was t'a 11 ioined to the rotitincnt at the 
"re ff at 11 mains ( f i'a'.t terns by a neck of l.tnd ovt r tigainff 
■bosnion'( C'iileiti.s, I'iil fo called; and tlit; city’s frelh 
wttrr jirr’lubly v as c tiied ahmg in pipes by that neck of 
land, .Did that tins i'ia'd w.i", tin refifc in ffriotnefs no 
otic r t'ai'i a jh tiiniii'a, having T. 7 /,;t;;r iv its fithb., I'izek. 
awi. 6 . ati'l a '(c,// ai.cutt it, '..10, i. 10. .mil the city 
V, IS mat (,i fo gri ;t is jnttalion as Sidon for foine ages: 
'i'.h.'i it w-v, alt icl el la.-tli by fea tin,' land by SalmanafTar, 

; j' t'-phici itib, ims ns, A; ti(|. 15. IX. chap. xiv. § 2 . and 


mendation of an hiftorian, and yet be hlamc- 
lefs: But we infift upon no admiflion of what 
we fay, unlefs we be able to manifeft its truth 
by deinonftration, and the ftrongeft vouchers. 

9. Now king Solomon, as foon as this 
epilUc of the king of Tyre wtis brought iiim, 
commended the readiirefs and good-will he 
; declared therein, and repayed him in wliat lie 
delired, and fent him yearly twenty tlioufa.rd 
; enri of wheat, and as many baths of oil : Noev 
1 the hath is able to contain feventy-two fextar- 
ico. He alio lent him the fame meafure ol 
wine. So the fricndffiip between Hiram and 
Solomon hereby cncreafed more and more ; 
and they fworc to continue it for ever. And 
tlic king appointed a tribute to he laid on all 
the pcoidc, of thirty thouland labourers, whole 
work he rendered eafy to them by prudently 
dividing it among them ; for he made ten 
thoufand cut timber in Lebanon for one mouth, 
and then to come home, and rcfl two months, 
until the time when the otlicr 20 thouland had 
iinilhed their talk at the appointed time ; and 
io afterv/ard it came to pals, that the iirlt ten 

thoufand 

aftcrw.irds enme to he the metropolis of Phrenlcia and 
was aftcvw.inls taken and defiroyed by Nebiichailnezrar, 
according to the numerous fevipture prophecies thereto 
j relating. If. xxiii. jcr. xxv. 22. xxvii. 3. xlvii. 4 lizek, 
x.xvi, xxvii, xxviii. That feventy years after that deffrue- 
tion by Nebucbadncz'/.ir tiiis city w.is in fome meafure 
revivect and rebuilt. If. xxiii. 17, 18. but that, as the pro • 
phet Ezekiel had foretold, xxvi. 3, 4, 5,-1.p xxvii. 34. the. 
i i'ea arofe higher than before, till at bill it overllowcJ, not 
j only the neck of land, but the main ifland or pcninfula 
; itfelf, and dtflroycd tint old and famous eity for ever; 

' that however there fflll remained an adjoiiv'jg' rn.xllcr 
1 ifland, once eonneiflcd to old ’Eyre itfcif by Hiram, which 
!l was afterward inhabited; to which Alc.xander tl;e (Avar, 
g wllb incredible pains, raifed a new bank or caufrw.iy ; 

; And that it plainly appear.s from IMaundrcll, a moll an- 
I thentic eyc-witnefs, that the old, large, and famous city, 
; on the original large ifland, is now laid fo generally under 
! w.itei, that le.irie more than lorty acres of it, or rathei f t 
I that niljoining fmall ifland, remain at thivsd.iv; fo that 
! perhaps not above an hundredth part of the firffc ill md and 
1 eity is noxv above w.iter. 'I’bis was foretold in the fame 
pro[i!iCcies of E/ekiel ; and according to them, as Mr 
Maimdrell ilillinbtly cbferves, thefe poor rtm.iins of old 
'I’yie arc now he omc like the top of u rocky a place fr^e 
fpreadittg of nets >n the midjl oj the f a. 
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thoufand returned to their work every fourth 
month : and it was Adoram who was over 
this tribute. There were alfo of the ftrangers 
who were left by David, who were to carry 
the ftones, and other materials, feventy thou¬ 
fand ; and of thofe that cut the ftones, eighty 
thouiai.d. Of thefe, three thoufand and three ! 
hundred were rulers over the reft. He alfo 
enjoined them to cut out large ftones for the 
foxindations of the temple, and that they ftiould 
fit them and unite them together in the 
mountain, and fo bring them to the city. 
T'his was done not only by our own country 
workmen, but by thofe workmen whom Hi¬ 
ram fent alfo. 

CHAP. III. 

OJ' the Building of the 'Temple. 

§ I. OLOMON began to build the temple 
in the fourth year of his reign, on 
the fccond month, which the Macedonians call 
yirtenvfills., and the Hebrews Jnr., five hun¬ 
dred and ninety-two years after the exodus 
out of Egypt, but after one thoufand and 
twenty years from Abraham’s coming out of 
Mefopotamia into Canaan, and after the deluge 
one thoufand four hundred and forty years ; 
and from Adam, the firft man who was created, 
until Solomon built the temple, there had paf- 
fed in all three thoufand one hundred and two 
years. Now that year on which the temple 
began to be built, was already the eleventh 
year of the reign of Hiram ; but from the 
building, of Tyre, to the building of the 
tdmple, there had paffed two hundred and 
forty years. 

2. Now therefore the king laid the founda¬ 
tions of the * temple very deep in the ground, 
and the materials were ftrong ftones, and fuch 
as would reiift the force of time : thefe were to 
unite themfelves with the earth, and become a 

* Of the temple of Solomon, here deferibed by Jofe- 
phu.s, in this and the following feftions of tliis chapter, 
f^c my defeription of the temples belonging to this work, 
chap. xiii. 

f rhefe fmall rooms, or fide-chambcrs, feem to have 
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bafts and a fure foundation for tliat fuperftruc- 
turc which w'as to be. ercdlcd over it ; they 
were to be fo ftrong, in order to fuftain witlt 
calc thofe vaft fuperftrudurcs, and precioirs 
ornaments, whofc own weight was to be not 
Id's than the weight of thofe other high and 
heavy buildings which the king dcftgned to be 
very ftrnamental and magnificent: they credfed 
its entire body quite up to the roof, of white 
ftonc : its height was fixty cubits, and its 
length was the fame, and its breadtli twenty. 
There was another building eroded over it, 
equal to it in its meafurcs; fo that the entire 
altitude of the tcrnjile was an hundred and 
twenty cubits. Its front was to the call. As 
to the porch, they built it before the temple: 
its length vras twenty cubits, and it was fo 
ordered that it might agree with the breadth of 
the houfe ; and it had twelve cubits in latitude, 
and its height was railed as high as an hundred 
and twenty cifbits. Ele alfo built round about 
the temple thirty fmall rooms, which migli! 
Include the whole temple, by their clol'euefs 
one to another, and by their number, and out¬ 
ward pofttion round it. IIc alfo made ]iaf- 
fages through them, that they might be come 
into one through another. Every one of thefe 
■f rooms had live cubits in hrcadtli, and the 
fame in length, hut in height twenty. Alxnc 
thefe there were other rooms, and others r- 
bovc them, equal both in their mcafures, and 
number, lb that thefe reached to an height 
equal to the lower part of the houfe, for the 
upper part had no buildings aliout it. 'I'hc 
roof that was over the houfe was of cedar; 
and truly every one of thcl'c rooms had a roof 
of their own, that w^as not conneded with the 
I other rooms; but for the other parts, there 
%vas a covered nxif common to them all, and 
I built with very long beams that palfcd through 
the reft, and through the whole building, that 
I fo the middle w'alls being ftrengthened by the 
'■ ■ fame' 

been, by Jofephus’.s defeription, no Icfs ilmn 20 
high apiece, otherM'i.’-vtlierc muft have been a large in¬ 
terval between one and the other that was over it, .and 
this with double floors, the one of lix cubits diilance 
from the floor beneath it, as i Kings vi. 5. 
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fame bsame of tiniber might be thereby made 
firmer: but as for that part of the roof that 
was under the beams, it was made of the fame 
materials, and was all made fmooth, and liad 
ornaments proper for rooh, and plates of gold 
nailed upon them ; And as he inclofed the 
walls with boards of cedar, fo he lixed on 
them plates of gold, wliich had fculptures upon 
them, fo that the whole temple Ibined, and 
dazzled the eyes of fuch as entered, by the 
fplcndor of the geld that avas on every hdc of 
them. Now the whole ftrudurc of the tem¬ 
ple was made with great fkill, of polidied 
fkines, andthofe laid together I'o very harmoni- 
oully and imoothly, that there appeared to the 
fpedlators no li|.pi of any lianuner, or otlrer in- 
Ilrument of archkt'<flurc, but a.s if, without any 
ufe of them, the ertirc materials had naturally 
united theml’elvcf. tC'getlicr, that the agreement 
of one part with another feemeJ rather to have 
been natural, tlvin fo have afifen from the 
force (d tools i.’pon tlicin. ddie king alio had 
-a fine contrivance for an af.'ent to the upper 
room over the ternpic, and tluU was by heps 
in tlio tliickncfs of it;-; wall; lor it liad no large 
door on the call end, as the lower honl'e liad, 
but the entrances were by llie lidcs, through 
very fiT) all doors. Tie alio overlaid the temple 
botii within and vrilhout with boards ol cctlar, 
that were kept clofe togcli.er by thick chains ; 
fo that this contrivance was in the nature of a 
fuppovt, and a Ihength to the building. 

3. Now when the king had divided the Tem<- 
p!c into tw'o parts, he made the inner houie of 
twenty cubits [every way] t(» he th.e mod. fccret 
chamber, but he appointed that ol forty cubirs 
to be the findluary : and 'when he bad cut a 
door-place out of the w\all, lie put therein doors 
of cedar, and overlaid them witl) a great deal 
of gold, that had I'culpturcs upon it. He alfo 
liad veils of blue, and purple, and fcaiiet, and 
the brlghteft and ibfteii linen, with the moft 

Jafrpluis f-iys here that the chrruhiirn wexz of fi'tiJ 
void, anj only hve rabi'-s high, while oiir rlebn w copies, 
) Kin;;:; vi. 2^,—~2S. Ciy they weic of the tiiivc tcec, and 
the liXXlf. of tlie cyprefs tree, and only ovirhv.d with 
gold ; and both agree they were' to cubits hi;gh. I fu])- 
pofj ti.e nuiabei is here fafely trauferibed, and that jofe- 
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curious ’ flowers wrought upon them, which 
w ere to be drawn before thofe doors. He alfo 
dedicated for the moft fecret place, whofc 
breadth Was tvventy cubits, and length the fame, 
two chenibims of * folid gold ; the height of 
each of them was five cubits ; they had each of 
them two wings ftretched out as far ashlvc cu¬ 
bits ; wherefore Solomon fet them up not far 
from each other, that with oneyving they might 
touch the fouthern wall of the fccret place, and 
with another the northern : their other wings, 
which joined to each other, were a covering to 
the ark, which was fet between them : But no¬ 
body can tell, or even conjedlure, what was 
the fhapeof thefe chenibims. He alfo laid the 
floor of the temple with plates of gold ; And he 
added doors to the gate of the temple agreeable 
to the meafurc of the height of the wall, but in 
breadth twenty cubits, and on them he glcwcd 
gold plates. And, to fay ail in one word, lie 
left no part of the tcmjile, neither internal nor 
external, but what was covered with gold. He 
alfo had curtains drawn over theic doors, in 
like manner as tliey were drawn over the inner 
doors of the moft holy place : hut the porch of 
the temple had nothing of that foit. 

4. Now Solomon fent for an artificer out of 
Tyre, whofe name was Hiram : He was by 
birth of the tribe of Naplitali, on the mother’s 
fide (for Ih e was of that tribe) hut his father 
was Ur, cjf the flock of the Ifraelitcs. This 
man was flcilful in all forts of worli^; but his 
chief fkill lay in working in gold, and filver, 
and lirafs, by whom were made all the mechan¬ 
ical works about the temple, according to the 
will of Solomon. Moreover, this Hiratmcaade 
]■ two [liollow] pillars, whofe outfides w^cre of 
hrafs, and the thicknels of the hrafs was four 
lingers breadth, and the height of the pillars 
was eighteen cubits, and their circumference 
twelve cubits; hut there was call with each of 

tlicir 

phus wrote 10 cubits alfo. 

f As fi)r thefe two famous pillars, ‘Jnch'in and Boor.f 
their lieight could be no more th.in 18 cubits, as here, aiui 
1 Kings vii. 15. 2 Kings xxv. 17. Jer. lii. 21. thofc' 
35 cubits in 2 Clir. iii. 15. being contrary to all the rules 
of archiucluic in the worid. 
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their chapiters Illy work that flood upon the 
pillar, and it was elevated five cubits, round 
about which there was net-work interwoven 
witfi finall palms, made of brafs, and covered 
the lily work. To this alfo v/ere hung two 
hundred pomegranates, in two rows: the one 
of thefe pillars he fet at tiic entrance of the 
porch on the right hand, and called it jaebin^ 
and the other at the left hand, and called it 
Ihoz. 

5. Solomon alfo cafl a brazen fea, whofe 
figure was that of an hemifpherc ; this brazen 
vefll'l was called a fea for its largcncfs ; for the 
laver was ten feet in diameter, and call of the 
thicknefs of a palm : Its middle part refted on a 
fhort pillar, that had ten IpiraLs round it ; and 
that pillar was ten cubits in diameter. There 
liufid round about it twelve oxen, that looked 
to the four winds of heaven, three to each 
wind, having their hinder parts deprclfed, that 
io the hemifph.crical velkl might relt upon them, 
which itfelf was aii'o deprclfed round about iu- 
wanlly. Now this fea contained three thou- 
fand baths. 

6 . Hi: alfo made ten brazen bafes for fo 
many qmidrangular lavers ; the length of every 
one of thefe bafes was live cubits, and the 
breadth four cubits, and the height fix cubits. 
Tins velfd was partly turned, and was thus 
contrived : Tliere were four fmall quadrangu¬ 
lar pillars that ftood one at each corner; thefe 
had the lidos of the bale fitted to them on each 
quarter; they were parted into three parts: 
every interval had a border fitted to lupport the 
[laver] upon which was engraven, in one place 
a Uon, and in another place a bull, and an eagle. 
The finall pillars had the lame animals engra¬ 
ven that were engraven on the fidcs. 'L'hc 

* Tlic round or cylilidric.ii lavers of four cubits in dia- 
rncter, and four in height, hotli in our copies, i Kings vii. 
-8, S9' bcrc in jofephus, muit. have contained a great 
<ical more than the foity baths, which arc always aligned 
tiieni. Wbers the error lies is hard to fay : Pcriiaps Jo- 
fephus lionedly fuliowcd his copies here, though they li.id 
been corrupted, a)Ki -he was not able to reftorc the true 
reading. In the mean time, thefe forty hiths are proba- 
1 )1/ the true qu.iiniiy contained in each laver, fincc they 
went upon v.diecls, and were to he drawn by tlie Levites 
about the courts ot the priells, for the walhings they weic 
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whole work was elevated, and Hood upon four 
wheels, which were alfo call, which had alfo 
naves and felloes, and were a foot and an lialf 
in diameter. Any one who faw tiic fpekes of 
the wheels, how cxadlly they were turned, and 
united to the fidcs of the hales, and with what 
harmony they agreed to the ftlloevS, would won¬ 
der at them.- However, ihtir ftruGure v/as this: 
Certain flioiildcrs of hands ffrctchcd out held 
the corners above, upon v.'hich refled a lliorf 
fpiral pillar that lay under the holltjw part of 
the laver, refling upon tlie forefeet of the eagle 
and the lion, which were adapted to them, in- 
fonmeh, that thofe who viewed them would 
think they were of one piece : between thefe 
were cngr.avings of ])a!m-trees. 'I'liis was the 
conftrudfion of the ten bales. He rdfo made 
ten large round hrafs vclfels, which were the la¬ 
vers thcmfclves, eacii ol which contained * forty 
baths ; for it had its h.cight four cubits, and its 
edges were as much diltant from each other, 
lie alfo placed theie lavers upon the ten bafes 
tlnit were ctilled b^cchnnoth ; and lie fet five of 
the lavers on the '( left fide of the temple, which 
was that fide towards the north wind, and as 
many on the right fi.de, tow'ards the foutli, but 
looking towards the eaft; Tlie fnne [eyllcrn] 
way he alfo fet the fea. Now he aj'pointcd 
the lea to he for wafliing the hands and the 
feet of the priefis, wlien they entered into tlie 
temple, and were to ai'ccnd the altar, hut the 
lavers to elcanfe the entrails of the healls that 
w’cre to he hurnt-ofterlngs, with their feet alio. 

y. Hi: alfo made a hra/cn altar, whole length 
was twenty cubits, and its breadth the fame, 
and itsheighl ten, fortlic hurnt-()fierings. He 
alio made all its vclfcls ol hrafs; the po;,-., and 

the 

dcfignetl for; anti Ind i.hcy held much more, thi y \v(iu!d 
have been too heavy to have been fo drawn. 

i Here Jofepl'.us give'; us a Ley to In'", ow o b.iiMi.g:, of 
r'l^kt and kft h.\r.d in tiic t.ibenr.icL.- .ind Icu ple; t'. u h\ 
the right hatn! lie means what is ag oidt oui' ///?, hv o v., 
fuppofc ourfelvcs going up from t!;e e.il! ga'. (.f 1,1' 
court; towards IJK-(ahernacic or leinple ibei/.fl.';, and 
(o virf verfu ; whence it follow s, that I he pill-r g. or 
the right hand of the temple, was on the fnite, a.L iinlf 
our loft hand, ;;!id Ji oz 011 tlie noiili. ag.iiall 1 ur iich: 
hand. 
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the fhovels, and the bafons; and befides thefc, 
the fnuffers, and the tongs, and all its other 
veffels, he made of brafs, and fuch brafs as 
was in fpkndor and beauty like gold. The 
king alfo dedicated a great number of tables, 
hut one that was large and made of gold, upon 
which they fet the loaves of God; and he made 
ten thoufand more that refembled them, but 
were done after another manner, upon which 
lay the vials, and the cups; thofe of gold were 
twenty thoufand ; thofe of filver were forty 
thoufand. He all'o made ten thoufand candie- 
llicks, according to the command of Mofes, 
one of which he dedicated for the temple, that 
it might burn in the day-time, according to the 
law ; and one table with loaves upon it, on the 
north fide of the temple, over againft the can- 
dk'Rick; for this he fet on the fouth fide, but 
the golden altar Rood between them. All thefe 
veRcls were contained in that part of the holy 
houfc, which was forty cubits long, and were 
before the vail of that moR fccret place wherein 
the ark was to be icf. 

8 . The king alfo made pouring veflcls, in 
number eighty thoufand, and an hundred thou- 
fand golden vials, and twice as many filver vi¬ 
als : Of golden diflies, in order therein to of¬ 
fer kneaded fine hour a‘t the altar, there were 
eighty thoufand, and twice as many oi River. 
Of large bafons alfo, wherein they mixed fine 
hour wdth oil, lixty tlicnifand of gold, and 
twice as many of lilver. Ol the meafures like 
tlioie which Moles called the Il/ri, and the ylf- 
faron [a tenth deal] there were twenty thou- 
land of gold, and tw’ice as many of River, 
'd'hc golden cenfers, in which they carried the 
incenfe to the altar, were twenty thouRuid: 
R’hc other cenfers, in whicli they carried Rre 
from the great altar to the little altar, within the 
temple, were Rfty thouiand. The faccrdotal 
garments, which helcnged to the'lugli prleR, 
witli tile long robes, and the oracle, and the 
p/ircions Rones, were a thoufand. But the 

croven, njV'U wdiieh Mofes wrote [the name 
of] Gon, was only one, and hath remained 

’ Of ifv' r.i/i/ f 'd.'t' or, ihr higli pricii’s forehead, th-at 
\v. ui t’t.iy.< f K'fephus, and a century or two 
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to this very day. He alfo made ten tlioiifand 
faccrdotal garments of fine linen, wdth purple 
girdles, for every prieft; and two hundred thou¬ 
fand trumpets, according to the command of 
Mofes : -Lifo two hundred thoufand garments 
of fine linen for the fingers, that were Levites, 
And he made mufieal inftruments, and fuch as 
were invented for finging of hymns, called 
NabliV and Cinyra; [pfalteries and harps] Vi^hieh 
w^ere made of eleiftrum [the fineft brafs] forty 
thoufand. 

9. Solomon made all thefc things for tlie 
honour of God, wnth great variety and magni¬ 
ficence, fparing no coR, but ufing all poffiblc 
liberality in adorning the temple ; and thefe 
things he dedicated to the treafures of God. 
He alfo placed a partition round about the tem¬ 
ple, w'hich in our tongue we call Gifon, but it 
j is called 1 ‘hrigcos by the Greeks, and he raifed 
; it up to the height of three cubits; and it was 
I for the exclufion of the multitude from coming 
into the temple, and fliewing that it was a place 
' that was free and open only for the priefls. 

; He alfo built beyond this court a temple, whofe 
figure was that of a quadrangle, and cretRed 
for it great and broad cloiRers; this was enter¬ 
ed into by very high gates, each of wlilch had 
its front expol’cd to one of tlic [four] wfinds, 
and were flint by golden doors. Into this tem¬ 
ple all the people entered that were diftinguilh- 
ed from the reR by being pure, and obfervant 
of the law's. But he made that temple whicli 
was beyond this a w'onderful one indeed, and 
fuch as exceeds all defeription in words ; nay, 
if I may fo fay, is hardly believed upon fight; 
for when he had filled up great vallies with 
earth, which, on account of their iminenfc 
deptli could not be looked on, when you bend¬ 
ed dowm to fee them, without pain, and had 
elevated the ground four hundred cubits, he 
made it to he on a level with the top of the 
mountain,on which the temple was built; and 
by this means the outinofl temple, which was 
expcled to the air, was '[ even with the teni[)le 

itfelf. 

,at kafl Jater, fee the note on Antiq. R.III. ch.tp. vii. 
f Wh;n jofephus here thyu, that the floor of theoutmoll 

temple 
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itfelf. He encompafled this alfo with a building 
of a double row of cloiftcrs, which flood on 
Iiigh upon pillars of native ftonc, while the 
rogfs were of cedar, and were polifhed in a 
manner proper for fuch high roofs, but he 
made all the doors of this temple of filver. 
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Hu%v Solomon removed the Ark info the 'Temple ; 
how be made SuppUcalion to God, and (offer¬ 
ed public Sacrifices to him. 

^ I. Then ting Solomon had fminied 

V V thefe works, thefe large and beau¬ 
tiful buildings, and had laid up his donations 
in the temple, and all this in the interval of j 
■ feven years, and had given a demonftration j 
of his riches and alacrity therein, infomuch, 
that any one who faw it would have thought | 
i;- mull have been an iinmcnfe time ere it could 
have been linilhed, and [would be furpriled] 
that i'o much Ikould be fmilhed in fo ihort a 
time ; fnort, I mean, if compared with the 
greatnefs oi the work: he alto v/rote to the 
rulers and elders of the Hebrews, and ordered 
all the people to gather themfclvcs together to 
[erulalem, both to fee the temple which he had 
!)uilt, and to remove the ark of God into it: 
And w’^hen this invitation of the whole body 
of the people to come to jerufalem was every 
where carried abroad, it v/as the feventh month 
before they came together ; which month is by 
our countrymen called Thifri, but by the Ma¬ 
cedonians Hyperberctaius. The feall of taber- 
|iaclcs happened to fall at the fame time, which 


feinplc or court of tlic Gentiles, was widi va(l labour rai¬ 
led to be evt'n, or of cquil bcipt, with tlie floor of tlic In¬ 
ner, or court of the priclls, be muff mean this in a ;;rol; 
eftnmation only ; for he amt all others aj^rec, that tlie iaiicr 
temple, or court of the priclls, was a few cubits more cic- 
vated than the middle court, the court of liv.u'l, and tli.it 
much more was the court of the priGls elevated fevera! 
'•uhtts above that outmoll court, lince the court of Ifracl 
was lower than the one, and higher tliaii tlie other. 

* I'hc Scptingint fiy, ihal they ,pn-['ared iimref and 
tr huild ibf 11 mpf fir three years, I Kings v. i8..andal- 
tlibugli neither our prefent Hebrew copy, nor Jofeplius, 
'iiieifly mini <!i.it number of years, yet do they both lay 


w'as celebrated by the llcbicws as a mn^l hnly 
and moft eminent fc.dl. So tlicy carried the 
ark, and the tabernacle which Moles had pitch¬ 
ed, and all the veirels that were for miihilration, 
to the facrificcs of God, and [ removed them 
to tlic temple. 'J'he king hhnfelf, and all the 
pcviplc, and the Levites, went before, rendtu- 
ing the ground moift wSith lacrifioes, and drink- 
oflcilngs, and the blood of a gteat number cl' 
oblations, and burnitig rui immcale quantity 
of incenfe ; and this, til! the very air itlclf every 
where round about was fo full of Ahefe odour'-, 
that it met, iu a mofl agreeable manner, ]Hrr- 
fons at a great dillancc, and was an indication 
of God’s prclence, and, as mens opinions was, 
of his habitation willi liicm in tliis newiv Isiiiir 
and confecrated jilace ; ior they did U'.t grow 
weary either of iinging b.vmns, or dancin'p, 
until they came to llic temple: And in tliis 
manner did they cany the ark. Put when they 
fhould transfer it into the mc'l ilerel pi ice., tiir. 
reft of the multitude went away, eiid only tf; .f.t 
priefts that carried it let it i>etweeu the two 
chcrubims, which embracing it w'itli their wimr;;. 
for fo were tlicy framed I.y die artificer, tie y 
covered it as under a teril or a cupoLn New tin: 
ark contained nothing cll’e but tboTe two tibles 
of ftone that prcicrved the ten commandmeni s, 
wkiich (hid fiiakc fo Moles in mount biieii, am.l 
whieli were cngrai-ed upon tlicm : but tbev ie.t 
the candielVui^, aud the table, and the golden 
altar, in the teiup.lc, before the iik)11 iecret 
place, in ti.e very fame places wherein they 
ftood till that time in tlie tabernacle. fSo they 
offered up the viady facriliee;.; lint for the bra- 

yen 

tlif buil'iing itfeif cii.I r.ot l,!I .Soteme;.'..V'" ii" 

aiul botb Ipcak of the pri-p.ir.ilion oi nia*')i.;!., before 
Ir.uui, I King’s V. i8. AiitKj. It. VlII. cliin. v. ( t. 'I'Jicrc 
is no rerilon tberefore to alter the .Sej-.tu igint’s iiuciber, 
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zcii altar,. Solomon fct it before the temple, 
over agaioR' the door, tliat when the door was 
opened, it might be expoied to iight, and the 
iacred loleninitics, and the richnei's of the la- 
crifiees, might be thence feen : and all the reft 
of the veffels they gathered together, and put 
them v/iihia the temple. 

'2. Now as foon as the priclhi had put all 
things in ordcT about the ark, and were gone 
(nit, there came down a thick cloud and Rood 
there, and fpread itfelf, after a gentle manner, 
into the temjdc ; Inch a cloud it was as was dif- 
fufed, and temperate, not lucli a rough one as 
we fee full of rain in the winter feaibn. TJiis 
cloud fo darkened the place, tliat one prieR could 
not difeern another; but afforded to the minds 
of all a vifible image, and glorious appearance 
t>f God’s having defeended into this temple, and 
of Ills having gladly jiitchcd his tabernacle 
therein. So thefe men were intent upon this 
thought. But Solomon rofe up (Ru' he was 
fitting before) and nfed fueh words to Cod as 
he thought agreeable to thcdielne nature to re¬ 
ceive, and fit for lilin to give : For he faid, 
“ Thou liaR an eternal hoiil'e, O Lord, and 
fuch an one as then haR created for thyfelf out 
of thine own wo.rks; we- l:iio\v it to be tlic 
heaven, and the air, and tlie cartli, and the fea, 
which tlion pcrv.adcft; nor art thou contained 
■within fheir limits. I have indeed built this 
temple to tiice and thy name, tliat from thence, 
•ivhen we facrilicc, and perform ftcred oper¬ 
ations, we may fend our ])rayers up into the 
air, and may conRaiUly bclicv^c that thou art 
jprefent, and art not remote from what is thine 
9WH; for neitlier, wlien tlion I’ecft all things, 
hcareft all things, ntir now, wlicn it plca- 
fe» thee to dwell here, doR tb.ou leave olf the 
care of all men, but rather thou art very near ' 
to them all, but efpecially thou art .prefent to j 
thofc that addreR thcmfelvcs to thee, whether j 
by night or by day.” Wlrcn he had thus fo- 
lemnly addreffed I'.imfelf to God, he converted 
his dlleouriit to the multitude, and Rrougly re- 
prefented the power and jirovidcnce of God 10 
them ; how he had fhewn all tldug.s that were 
to come to pais to David !u: fuher, as nuiuy 


O F T H El JEWS. Book VIII. 

of thofe things had already come to pafs, and 
the reR would,certainly come to pafs hereafter ; 
and how he had given him his name, and told 
to David what lie Rrould he called before he 
was born; and foretold, that when he fliould 
be king, after his father’s death, he Ihould 
build him a temple, which fmee they Jaw 
accomplllhed according to his predidion, he 
reejuired them to blefs God, and by believing 
hini, from the fight of what they had feen ac- 
complllhcd, never to dcfpair of any thing that 
he had promifed for the future, in order to 
their happinefs, or fufped that it would not 
come to pal’s. 

3. When the king had thus difeourfed to 
tlie multitude, he looked again towards the 
temple, and lifting up his right hand to the 
multitude, he faid, “ It is not poRihle, by what 
men can do, to return fuflicient thanks to God 
for his benefits beRowed upon tb.cm ; for the 
Deity Rands in need of nothing, and is above 
any fuch recjuital ; but fo far as we have been 
made fuperior, O Lord, to other animals by 
thee, it becomes us to blefs thy ra.ajcRy, and it 
is neccRary for us to return thee thanks for 
what thou haR beRowed upon onr houfe, and 
on the Hebrew people; for with what other 
inRrument can we better appeafe thee, wlien 
thou art angry at us, or more properly pre- 
I'ervc thy favour, than with our voice ? which 
as we have it from the air, fo do 'v\'c know 
that by that air it afeends upwards [towards 
thee]. I therefore ought myfelf to return thee 
thanks thereby, in the firR place, concerning 
my father, whom thou haft raifed from obfeu- 
rity unto I’o great joy ; anddn the next plaqe, 
concerning myfelf, iince thou haft performed 
all that thou liaft promifed unto this very 
day. And I bcfccch thee, for the time to come, 
to afi'urd us whatfoever thou, O God, haR 
power to bellow on fuch as thou doft efteem ; 
and to augmen.t our houfe for aft ages,. as thou 
halt promifed to David my father to. do, both 
ill Ids Ilfj-liiuc, and at his death, that our king¬ 
dom lhall continue, and that his poftcrity 
Rtould lucccfllvcly teccivc it to ten tfionfand-r 

gene- 
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generations. Do not thou therefore fail to 
give us thefe blefllngs, and to beftow on my 
children that virtue in whicli thou delightcft. 
And beiides all this, I humbly befcech thee 
that thou wilt let fome portion of thy fpirit 
come down and inhabit in this temple, that 
thou may eft appear to be with us on earth. 
As to thyl’elf, the entire heavens, and the im- 
mcidity of the things that .are therein, are but 
a imall habitatirtn for thee, much more is this 
poor temple fo ; but I intreat thee to keep it 
as thine own houfc, from being deftroyed by 
our enemies for ever, and to take care of it as 
thine own poffcflion • But if this people be 
found to have finned, and be thereupon affliel- 
od by thee with any plague, becanle of their 
fin, as with dearth, or pellilence, or any other 
afllielion which thou ufell to inllidl on thofo 
that tranlgrefs any of thy holy laws ; and 11 
tlicy lly all of them to this temple, befecching 
thee, and begging of thee to deliver them, 
then do thou hear tlicir prayers, as being with¬ 
in tliinc houfe, and have mercy upon them, 
and deliver them from their afflidlions; nay, 
moreover, tliis help is what i implore of thee, 
not for the Hebrews only, when tlicy are in 
dlllrefs, but wlicn any lliall come hither from 
any ends of the world whatfoever, and fhall re¬ 
turn from their fins, and implore tliy pardon, 
do thou then pardon them, and hear their 
prayer. For hereby all lhall learn that thou 
thyfelf tvaft pleafed with the Imikhng of this 
houfe for thee ; and that we are not ourfelvcs 
of an unfociable nature, nor behave ourfelves 
like enemies to fuch as are not of our own peo¬ 
ple ; but arc willing that thy .alTiftancc Ihould 
be communicated by thee to all men in com¬ 
mon, and that they may have the enjoytuent 
of thy benefits beftowed upon them.” 

* 4. When Solomon had faid this, and had 
call himfclf upon tlic ground, and worfhipped 
a long time, he arofe up, and brought facrifices 
to the altar; and when he had filled it with 
uablemilbcd vi6\-iins, he mod evidently difeo- 
vered that God had with pleafurc accepted of* 
all that he had facrificed to him ; for there came 
a fire running out of the air, and rallied with. 
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violence upon the altar, In the iighjt of ad, 
and caught hold of and confumed the ficiiiiccs. 
Now when this divine appearance was ieen, 
the people fuppofed it to he a dcmondratioil of 
God’s abode in the temple, and were pleafed 
with it, and fell down upon the ground and wor- 
diipped. Upon which the king began to blcfs 
God, and exhorted tlic mnltitnclc to do the 
fame, as now having lufhclent indications of 
God’s favourable dilpolition to them ; and to 
pray that they miglit always have the like in¬ 
dications from him, and thar he would preferve 
in them a mind jnirc from all wickedneis, iu 
rightcoufncf; and religious worlhip, and that, 
they might continue in the obfervation (•{ thoie 
precepts which God liad given tliem by Moles, 
becaufc by that meaivi the Ilclire.v nation 
would be happy, and indeed the inoR bleifcd 
of all nations among all mankind. He ex¬ 
horted them alfo to he mindful, that by' what 
methods they had attained their prefent good 
things, by the fame they mull preferve them 
fare to themlelvcs, and make them grc.ater and 
more than they were at prefent; for that it was 
not fuflicient for them to fuppofe they had re¬ 
ceived them on account of their jiicty and 
righteoiifncfs, but that they had no other way 
of preferving them for the time to come ; for 
that it is not fo great a thing for men to ac¬ 
quire foniowhat wliich they' want, as to preferve 
what they' have acquired, and to be guilty of 
no fin, whereby it may be hurt. 

5. So when the kingliad fpoken thus to the 
multitude, he defolved tlic congregation, but 
not till he had completed his oblations, both 
for himfelf and for tl)c Ifebrcws; infomnch, 
that ho facrificed twenty ami two tboufand ox¬ 
en, and an hundred and twenty thoniiim! fheep; 
for then it was that the temple did In 11 cS ai) 
taflc of the viflims, and all the Hebrev,',;, with 
their wives and children, feafied therein ; Nav, 
befides this, tlie king thcti obl'ervcd Iplenuruliy 
and magnificently the fcall which is ealletl t’n 
lu’o/? of 'Tuba'nacLs, before tlie tcnq'lc, N)i 
twice feven days ; and h.c then fealied, cy;!:c, 
w’lth all the pcopl.x 
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6. When all thcfe folemnitlcs were abua- 
dantly fatlsfied, and nothing was omitted that 
concerned the divine worlliip, the king difmif- 
fed them ; and they every one went to their 
own homes, giving thanks to the king for the 
care he had taken of them, and the works he 
had done for them ; and prayir.g to God to 
preferve Solomon to be their king for a long 
time. They alfo took their journey home 
with rejoicing, and making merry, and fmging 
hymns to God: And indeed, the pleafure they 
enjoyed took away the fenfc of the pains they 
all underwent in their journey home. So when 
they had brought the ark into the temple, and 
had feen its greatnefs, and how fine it was, 
and had been partakers of tlic many facrificcs 
that had been offered, and cf the feliivals that 
had been folcmnlzcd, they every one returned 
to their own cities. But a dream tliat appear¬ 
ed to the king in Ins llecp informed him, Tiiat 
“ God had licaril his prayers ; and tliat he would 
not only preferve tlic temple, but would always 
abide in it ; that is, in cafe his poftcrlty, and 
tb.e whcilc multitude, would be righteous. And 
for himfeif, it is faid, that if he continued ac¬ 
cording t(> llic admonitioiiS of his father, he 
would advance him to an innnenfe degree of 
dignity and hapj'ine':,, and that then Ids pof- 
ic'rity Ihoidd he kings cf that country of the 
tribe of judali for c:ver : bnt that ftill, if he 
ihould be found a hctra.ycr of the ordinances 
(if the law, and forget tliem, and turn away to 
ti'C worfldj') ol flrange goc's, he would cut lum 
off by the roots, and w(>uhl neither fuffer any 
remamder of his family to continue, nor would 
overlook the jicople of Ilracl, or preferve them 
anv longer from afllicfions, hut would utterly 
dellroy them with ten thoiifand wars and nds- 
forliin’es; v.'ouhi cad them out of the land which 
k.e had given their falliers, and make them fo- 
i''urnev.s in ffratige lands; and dt liver tiiat tem- 
jdc, v-hieh was now^’-'dlt, to he burnt and fpoil- 
ed by tbch enemies ; and that city to be utterly 
( vcrtk.roM n by the hands of their enemies; and 
make their mlicrles deferve to he.a provcib, and 
inch as Ihould vety hardly bo credited for their 
iKijwid'-us magnitucl:, fill tkeir neighbours, 


when they Ibould hear of them, fhould wonder 
at their calamities, and very earneftly enquire 
for the occallon, why the Hebrews, who had 
been fo far advanced by God to fuch glory and 
wealth, fliould be then fo hated by him ? And that 
the anfwer that fhould be made by the remain¬ 
der of the people fliould be, by confeffmg their 
fins, and their tranfgreflion of the laws of their 
country.” Accordingly we have it tranfmitted 
to us in writing, that thus did God fpcak in his 
deep to Solomon. 

CHAP. V. 

IIoiv Solomon built himfeif a royal Palaec, very 
cofly and fplcndid; and how be fdved the 
Riddles which were fent him by Hiram. 

1. A FTER the building of the temple, 

which, as we liave before laid, was 
hnlflicd in fevea years, the king laid the foun¬ 
dation of his palace, which he did not finlfh un¬ 
der thirteen years, for he was not ccjually zea¬ 
lous in thc building of this palace as lie had been 
about the temple : for as to that, although it 
was a great work, and required wondcrfuland 
furprlling application ; yet God, for whom it 
was made, fo far co-operated therewith, tltat it 
was fmiflied in the fore-mentioned number of 
years ; but the palace, which was a building 
much inferior in dignity to the temple, both 
on account that its materials had not been fo 
long bcforc-hand gotten ready, nor had been fo 
zealoufly prepared, and on account that this 
was only an liabitation for kings, and not for 
God, it w'as longer in finiflung. However; 
this building was raifed fo magnificently,'as 
fuited the happy ftate of the Hebrews, and of 
the king thereof; Bat it is ncccflary tliat 1 dc- 
ferihe the entire ftrudure and difpolltion of the 
parts, that fo thofe that light upon this hook 
may thereby make a conjedurc, and as it were, 
have a profpeff; cif its magnitude. 

2. 'Bi! IS houff was a large and curious huild- 
j*ir.g, and was fupported by many pillars, whicli 

Solomon built Hs contain a multitude for hear- 
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ing caufes, and taking cognizance of (uits., It 
was fufficiently capacious to contain a great bo- 
of men, who would come together to have 
thteir caufes determined. It was an hundred 
cubits long, and fifty broad, and thirty high, 

, Supported by quadrangular pillars, which were 
all of e’edar; but its roof was according to the 
* Corinthian order, with folding doors, and their 
adjoining pillars.of equal magnitude, each flu¬ 
ted with three cavities ; which building was at 
once firm and very ornamental. There was al- 
fo another houfe fo ordered, that its entire 
breadth was placed in the middle : It was quad¬ 
rangular, and its breadth was thirty cubits, 
having a temple over againft it, raifed upon 
mafly pillars ; in which temple there was a 
large and very glorious room, wherein the king 
fat in judgment. To this was joined another 
houfe that was built for his queen. There were 
other ftnaller edifices for diet, and for fleep, af¬ 
ter public matters were over ; and thefe were 
all floored with boards of cedar. Some of thefe 
Solomon built with ftones of ten cubits, and 
wainfeotted the walls with other flones that 
were fawed, and were of great value, fuch as 
are dug out of the earth for the ornaments of 
temples, and to make fine profpeds in royal 
palaces, and which make the mines, whence 
they are dug, famous. Now the contexture 
of the curious workmanfliip of thefe ftones was 
in three rows, but the fourtli row would make 
one admire its fculpturcs, whereby were rejtrc- 
fented trees, and all forts of plants, with the 
fhades that arofc from their branches, and 
leaves that hung down from them, I’hofc 
trees and plants covered the ftone that a as 
.>^me:ith them, and their leaves were wrought 
fo prodigious thiu and fubtile, that you w'oukl 

* This mention of tlic Coiirithian ornaments of archi- 
tcAure in Solomon’s palace by Jofepljus, feems to be liere 
fet down by way of prolepfis; for although it appears to 
me, that the Greeian and Roman moll ancient orders of 
arcliit^rtuio were taken from Solomon’s temple, as froJn 
ilitir original pitterns; yet is it not fo clear tJiat the 1 ill 
and mofl ornami'iital order, the Cor intluan, was fo ancient; 
although wlr.rt the fame Jolephus fa3's, Of the War, B. V. 
thajr. V. J 3. .that otre of the ^atos of Ilovod’s temple was 
built according to the rnlcs of this Corinthian order is no 
way Improh.iule ; that orikt being, without difpute, muelt 


think they were in motlmi; But tha other 
part up to the roof was jdallered over, and, 
as it were, embroidered with wiih colours and 
pidures. He moreover built other edifices for 
plcafure ; as alfo very long cloifters, and thofc 
fituate in an agreeable place of the palace ; and 
among them a moft glorious dining-room, for 
feaftings and compotalions, and full of gold, 
and fuch other furniture as fo fine a room 
ought to have for the conveniency of the 
guefts, and where all the veffcls were made of 
gold. Now it is very hard to reckon up the 
magnitude, and the variety of the royal apart¬ 
ments ; how many rooms there were of the 
largeft fort; how many of a bignefs inferior 
to thofe ; and how many that were fubterra- 
neous and invifible ; the curiolity of tliofc that 
enjoyed the freflx air ; and the groves for the 
moft delightful profpeeft, for the avoiding the 
heat, and covering of their bodies. And to fay 
all in brief, Solomon made the whole building 
entirely of white ftone, and cedar wood, and 
gold, and filver. He ail'o adorned the roofs 
and walls with ftones fet in gold, and beautified 
them thereby in the fan\e manner as he had 
beautified the temple ol’ Clod vrith the like 
ftones. He alfo made hiinrell a throne of pro¬ 
digious bignefs, of ivory, conftrucled as a feat 
' of juftice, and having fix fteps t(i it; on every 
; one of which ftood, on each end of the ftejg 
i two lions, two other lions ftaruhng above alfo; 

! but at the fitting place of tixe throne, hands came 
!. out, and received the king ; and wlien he fit 
; backward, he relied on half a bullock, that 
looked towards his back, but ftill all was fallcn- 
ed together witli gold. 

3. When Solomon had completed all tliis in 

twenty 

' older than the reign of IL-rc'd. However, upr'ii fome 
j trill, I coiifefs I have not hilheilo leen able fully 10 un- 
I dertland tlie flrufluu of this p dice of .So'on; m, ('.iher 
' as dv,r<.nbed in our Bible., or j, 1 with in. 'i.uliooiei! 

'! help of (hi.> defcriprlon heie by jou plus ; only t! o u .i<kr 
may eifily obfervo with tr. ■, IS it ilie rnc.il'irt , (k 1!' hik 
buik'ing ill Jofepliut, too cubits long, and p' c a . 
broad, are the vt ry fame v/ith the aica ofthi ■ .a ' ol he 
tabernacle of Molts, and jult half an kgypihai cnbi/ra ox 
acre. 

3 X 
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twenty years time; becaufe PIkam, king of 
Tyre, had contributed a great deal of gold, and 
more lilver to thcfe buildings, as alfo cedar wood, 
juad pine wood, he alfo rewarded Hirarn with 
rich prelents: Corn he fent lijm alfo year by 
year, and wine, and oil, which were the prin¬ 
cipal things that he flood iit .need of, becaufe 
he inhabited an ifland, as we have already faid. 
And hefides thcfe, he granted him certain cities, 
of Galilee, twenty in number, that lay not far 
from Tyre; which when Hiram went to and 
viewed, and did not like the gift, he fent word 
to-Solomon, that he did not want I’uch cities as 
they were; and after that time, thofe cities were 
called the land of Cabal, which name, if it be 
interpreted according to the language of the 
Plienicians, denotes what does not pleafe. More¬ 
over, the king of Tyre font fopliifms and enig¬ 
matical fayings to Solomon, and defired he 
would folve them, and free them from the am¬ 
biguity that was in them. Now fo fagacious 
and underllanding was Solomon, that none of 
thefe problems were too hard for him, but he 
contiuered them all by his reafonings, and dif- 
covered their hidden meaning, and brought it 
to light. Menander alfo, one who tranllatgd 
the Tyrian archives out of the dialedl of the 
Phenicians into the Greek language, makes 
mention of thefe two kings, where he fays thus: 
'■* When Abibalus was dead, his fon Hiram re¬ 
ceived the kingdom from him, who, when he 
had. lived Iffty-thrce years, reigned thirty-four. 
He raifed a bank in tine large place, and dedk 
cated the golden pillar which is in Jupiter’s 
temple. He alfo -went and cut down materials 
of timber out of the mountain called Llbanus, 
for the roof of templcvs; and when he had pul¬ 
led down the ancient temples, he both built the 
temple of Hercules, and that of Aftarte ; and 
he lirfl let up the temple of Plercules in the 
month Peritius : Pie all'o made an expedition 
againll the Euchii [or Titii] who did not pa,y 
their tribute ; and when he had fubdued them 
to bimfolf, I:e returned. Under this king there 
was Abdemon, a very youth in age, who al¬ 
ways conquered the difficult problems- which 
Solomon, king of Jerulalem, commanded him 
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to explain.” Dius alfo makes mention of him, 
where he fays thus : “ When Abibalus Was 
(lead,, bis fon Hkam xteigned. He raifed the 
eallern parts of the city higher, and made the 
city itfelf larger# He alfo joined the temple 
of. Jupiter, which before flood by itfelf, to the 
city, by raifmg a bank in the middle between 
them, and he adorned it with donations of gold. 
Moreover, he went up to mount Libanus, and 
eut down materials of wood for the building of 
the temples.” He fays alfo. That “ Solomon^ 
who avas then king of Jerufalcra, font riddles 
to Hiram, and defired to receive the like from 
him; but thSt he who could not folve them 
fhould pay money to him that did folve them, 
and that Hiram accepted the conditions; and 
when he was not able to folve the riddles [pro- 
pofed by Solomon] he paid a great deal of mo¬ 
ney for his fine : But that he afterward did 
foive the propofod riddles by the means of Ab¬ 
demon, a man of Tyre ; and that Hiram pro¬ 
pofod other.riddles, which when Solomon could 
not folve, he paid back a great deal of money 
to Hiram.” This it is which Dius wrote. 


C H A P. VI. 

How Solomon fortified the City ferafahm, and 
built great Cities ; and how be brought 
fame of the Canaanites into SubjcHwn, ana 
entertained the Sluecn of Egypt and of Ethi¬ 
opia. 

§ I. when the king faw that the 

walls of Jerufalem flood in need of 
being better fecured, and made flronger (for. 
he thought tlie walls that encompafl'ed Jerufo- 
lem ought to correfpond to the (iignity of the 
city) he both repaired them, and made them 
higher, with great towers upon them : he alfo 
built cities which might be counted among the. 
ftrongeft, Hazor, and Megiddo, and the third, 
Gezer, which had indeed belonged to the 
Philifiines; hut Pharaoh, the king of Egypt, 
had made an expedition flgainft it, and befieged, 
it, and taken it by force; and when he had 

flaln. 



Chap. VL 


A N T I QJJ I T I E 

ilam all its inhabitants, he utterly overthrew it, 
and gave 4t as a prefent to his daughter, Who 
»ihad been naarried to^Soloinoa t for which 
reafon the king rebuilt it, as a city that was 
naturally ftrong, and might be ufeful in wars, 
and the mutations of alFairs that foinetimes 
happens Moreover, he built'two other cities 
not far from it, Beth-horon was the name of 
one of them, and Baalath of the other. He 
alfo built other cities that lay conveniently for 
thefe, in order to the enjoyment of pleafures 
and delicacies in them, fuch as were naturally 
of a good temperature of the air, and agree¬ 
able for froits ripe in their proper feafons, and 
well watered with fprings. Nay, Solomon 
went as far as the de£art above Syria, and pof- 
fed'ed himfclf of it, and built therc^ a very great 
city, wliich was diftant two days journey from 
the upper Syria, and one day’s journey from 
Euphrates, and fix long clays journey from Ba¬ 
bylon the Great. Now the reafon why this 
city lay lo remote from the parts of Syria that 
are inhabited is this, that below there is no 
water to be had, and that it is in that place j 
only that there arc fprings and pits of water. ; 
When he had therefore built this city, and | 
encompalTcd it with very ftrong walls, he gave i 
it the name of I’admor^ and that is the name | 
it is Hill called by at this day among the Syri¬ 
ans, but the Greeks name it Palmyra. 

2 . Now Solomon the king was- at this time 
engaged in building thefe cities. But if any 
ent}uire why all the kings of Egypt, from 
Mencs, who built Memphis, and was, mmiy 
years earlier than our forefather Abraham, un¬ 
til Solomon, where the interval was .more than 
thoufand three hundred years, were called 
Pharaohs^ and took it from one Pharaoh that 
lived after the kings of that interval ?, I think it 

* 'D»is fignification of the name Pharmh. appears to he 
true. But what Jofephus adds prefcntly, that tto king of 
Kg'fpt ViStJ called Pharaoh afer Solomon’s falher-m-laiv^ doe.s 
hardly agree to our copies, which have long afterwards 
the names of Pharaoh Ncchoh, and Pharaoh Hophra, 2 Kiirgs 
xxiii. 29. Jer. xliv, 30. befides the frctpient mention of 
that name Pharaoh in the prophets. However, Jofephus 
himfelf in Jus own fpcoch tu the Jews, Of the War, B. V. 
elrap. ix. J fpcaks of Nechao, ■whs was alfo called Pharaoh, - 
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ncceflaly to inform them of it, and this in ci¬ 
der to cure their ignorance, and- to make the 
occafion of that name manifeft. Pharaoh, in 
the Egyptian tongue, fignifies * a king ; but I 
fuppofe. they made ufe of other names from 
their childhood; but when they were made 
kings, they changed them into the name which 
in their bwn tongue denoted their authority : 
for thus it was alfo that the kings of Alex¬ 
andria, who were called formerly by other 
names, -when they took the kingdom, were 
named Ptolemies^ from their firft king. The 
Roman emperors alfo were from their nativity 
called by other names, but arc ftyled Ccefars^ 
their empire and their dignity impofmg that 
name upon them, and not fuflering them to 
continue in thofe names which their fathers 
gave them. I.fuppofc alfo,, that Herodotus of 
Halicarnaffus, when he faid there were three 
hundred and thirty kings of Egypt after Me- 
nes, who built Memphis, did therefore not tell 
us their names, becaufe they were in common 
called Pharaohs; for when after death there 
was a tpteen reigned, he calls her by her name, 
Nicaule, as thereby declaring, that wliilc the 
kings were of the male line, and fo admitted 
of the fame namej *whi!e a woman did not ad¬ 
mit the fame, he did therefore fet down that 
her name, which Ihecould’not naturally have.. 
As for myfclf,, 1 have difeovered frOm our own 
book.g that after Pharaoh, the fathcr-in-Iaw of 
Solomon, no other king of Egypt did any 
longer ufe that name; and that it was after 
I that' time when the fore-named queen of Egypt 
I and Ethiopia came to Solomon, concerning 
j whom we Ihall inform the reader prefcntly : 
But I have now made mention of thefe things, 
that f may prove that our liooks and thofe of 
; the Egyptians agree togetlier in many things. 

I 

as the name of that kin^ of Egypt with whom Abraham- 
was concerned j qf which name hlechao yet wc leave elfe- 
wlierc no mention till the days of Jofiali, but only of I’lv.i- 
raoh. And indeed it mull be confcHl-il, tb.-.t hi o', and 
§ ?. we have more midakes made by Jt.’U-;-,! u.t, and thofe 
rel.uing to t!ie kings of Egypt, and to that (p eon cf Egypt 
and Ednojaia, whom he luppofes to have come lo Icc .So- 
lomoiii than almolt any where ^Ifc in all hia Aaiiijuitiej. 
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3. But king Solomon fubdued to himfelf 
the remnant of the Canaanitcs, that had not be¬ 
fore llihiuitted to him ; thofe I mean that dwelt 
in mount Lebanon, and as I'ar as the city Ha¬ 
math ; and ordered them to pay tribute. He 
alfo clujfc out of them every year fuch as were 
to ferve him in the mearietl offices, and to do 
his doinctlic works, and to follow hufbandry ; 
for none of the Hebrews were fervants [in fuch 
low employments] : nor was it reafonable, that 
v.'hcn God had brought fo many nations under 
their power, they Ihould deprefs their own 
people to fuch moan offices of life, rather than 
thofe nations while all the Ifraelites were 
concerned in warlike affairs, and were in ar¬ 
mour, and fet over the chariots, and he hoifcs, 
rather than leading the life of flaves. He 
appointed alfo five hundred and I'lfty rulers 
over thofe Canaanites who were reduced to fuch 
doiTicflic flavery, who received the entire care 
of llicm from tl.e king, and inllrnfled them iu 
thofe labours and operations wlicrein he v/ant- 
ed their alliftance. 

A. Moreover, the king built many fliips in 
♦he E'fvi'/ti.in bay of the Red Sea, in a certain 
place called E-zbu-tn’oer: It is now called IL’~ 
;v,vAv, and is not far Irom the city Kloth. This 
country belonged formerly to the jews, anil 
became ufeful lor ihij'pijiy, from the donations 
of Hiran, klngoi'd’yro ; I't lie lent a fulKcient 
number of men flutlicr lor jjilots, and lucli 
as were fkillul in navigation ; to whom Solo¬ 
mon gave this command, that they Ihould go 
aloiin with Ids'own ftewards to the land that 
Avas of old called Ophir, Init now the Aurca 
ChcrJ'-jnefus, which belongs to India, to fctcli 
him gold. And wlicn they had gathered four 
hundred talents together, they returned to the 
king again. 

c. Tukuf was then n woman, qnocn of I'l- 
nvpl and Eihiophi : llic was iiKpiidtivc into 
!'lu!ofof;!iy, and one tliat 011 other accounts alfo 

* Tint riuo'n of .‘'hrlKi wis a quci’n of fi.iliTa in 

'E'Utli ais'iiJ, .itul not of ;'it .iiul t'aliiofjia, ai joIVjJai 

n ;.ajt rf.-ji ; I rcpp.'fa, now "fivnally r.grii-.l : And finci 

ih'M is «\i) loioa'ii !(' Ijc a oiuntry I'car if; fra in t’a 
ti-.n'i of Ar-Lia i'clix, whicE. lay foiuli iVoni Judea alfo; 


was to be admired. When this queen heard of 
the Aurtue and prudence of Solomon, Ihe had 
a great mind to fee him ; and the reports that 
went every day abroad induced her to come Vo 
him, ffie being defirous to be fatisfied by her 
own experience, and not by a bare liearing 
(for reports thus heard are likely enriugh to 
comply with a falfe opinion, Avliile they Avhol- 
ly depend on the credit of the relators); fo Ib.c 
refolved to come to him, and that efpccially in 
order to have a trial of his wifdom, while flic 
propofee! queftions of very great difficulty, and 
intreated that he would folve their hidden mean¬ 
ing. Accordingly flue came to Jerufalem with 
great fplendor, and rich furniture; for iLc 
brought with her camels laden with gold, with 
fcveral forts of fweet fpiccs, and witli precious 
hones. Now upon the king’s kind reception 
of her, he both Ihcwcd a great delirc to pleale 
lier, and eafily comprehending in his mind the 
meaning of the curious queliions die propound¬ 
ed to him, he refolved them looncr than any 
liody could have cxpeiffed. So llie was amav- 
ed at the wifdom of Solomon, and diicovcvcd 
that it was more excellent upon trial than what 
flic liad bend by report helbrc-hand ; and cf- 
pccially flie was furprifed at the liuenefs and 
largcnels of Ins royal palace, and not lefs fo at 
the good order of the apartm.cnis, for Ihe ob- 
ferved that the king had therein Ihewn great 
■vvlldom ; but flie was beyond incalurc ahoniih- 
cd at the liouic which was called the foreft of 
Lebanon, as alfo at the maguiflcence of his 
daily table, and the circuinhances of its prepar¬ 
ation and minihration, with the apparel of his 
fervants that waited, and the fl-nlful anti decent 
management of their attendance ; nor was flic 
Ids aff ded with thofe daily facriiitc'S wliich 
were ollered to Ciod, and the careful manager 
rnent whidi the priefls and Levites tiled about 
them. Vi'hen flie faw this done every day, flie 

was 

Mid /inc',’ our .Saviour cilh llib qurcii, /A- qucoi of ihe fuih, 

i.iyi,, y/v Luiru frohi thi- utniojl prrts of the entih, jthitt. 

01.41. j.ui.cxi. 31. wliti'Ii ! ijiii in', ;\(>,rec heller to this 
.Ar.ihi.i, to ]'t;ypr and r.iliiorn.;, thcic iHittlc ccea- 
(lon foi dioiiLting in this matter. 
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poflcfs* the *' 


; 2/1 


was In the greate^ admiration imaginable, in- 
fomuch; that Ihe was not able to contain the 
^^urprize Ibe was in, but openly confeffed how 
v^ndcrfully llie was affeiSted: for flie proceed¬ 
ed to diicourfe with the king, and thereby own- 
■vcd_that die was overcome with admiration at 
the thii'A!;;; before related ; and faid, “ All things 
indeed, O king, that come to our knowledge 
by report, came with uncertainty as to our be¬ 
lief of them ; but as to thofe good things that 
to thee appertain, both fuch as thou thylelf 
poffcired, I mean wdfdom, and' prudence, and 
the happinefs thou hall from thy kingdom, cer¬ 
tainly I’lc f:me that came to us was no falfity; 
it was not only a true report, but it related thy 
happinefs after a much lower mannti than I now 
lee it to be before my eyes. For as for the re- 
poi t, it only attempted to perfuaded our hearing, 
but did not fo make known the dignityof the 
things themfclves as docs the fight of them, and 
being prefent among them. 1 indlll who did 
not iielieve what was reported, by ri^on of the 
multitude and grandeur of tlx; things licycpur- 


ed about, do fee them to be much rnofe mimcp-Ji|^J, i 
ous than they were reported to be. Aewrd'-^ 
ingly I efteem the Hebrew people, as well 
thy fervants and friends, to be happy, who en 


root (d t'lat halli.iji wlijcl^ our 
country Hill hears by this \vun\;m ;; gift. .Solo¬ 
mon all'o repaid her witli many good Thing , 
and principally by bellowing upm-lur what 
Ihe idiofe.of her own inclination, ior ihcrcwau 
nothing that Ihc dclired which he denied her; 
and as he was very generous and hheral in his 
own temper, id did he Ihcw'the greatneis of 
his foul in beftowing on her what Ibe hcrfclf 
dcfired of him. So when this queen oi F.lhio- 
pia had obtained what we have already given 
an account of, and had again communicated te> 
the king •what Ihe brought vrith her, (lie return.- 
cd to her own kingdom. 


.C I-I A l\ VII. 

gre-w rich, nndfell dcfpcrjtchc in 
Love 'wilhfftidfiin ; and bozv God, Icing in- 
cenfd at ik, g:jijcd np -'hhr and ‘jcrol-nam 
ogainj} hhn. CoiUi-rning the Death 'f' Sclo- 
nion. 


BOUT the. fame time there 


Were 


' A brought fiom the Aurca 

Clierlbnelus, a cotintTy fo c.dralLi^;ret i out (loneT, 

, Sand pine-trees, .and thefe l^ecs ffic made ufe of 

I, 


joy thy prcfcncc, and hear thy wildom cvcry*3\?ljp;^lupporting the tcni^dL, and the palace, a 
lay continually. One would therefore blelstKdBf^ materials of mulical jidlrnment 



God, who hath fo loved this country, and i.hii(^; p5ik§,harpi 
that inhabit therein, as to make thee king^ney 1 mi^f make 
them.” 

6. Now w^hen the queen had thus der 
ftrated in words how deeply the king had ^ 
ced her, Ihc made that her difpofition knot^m 
certain prefents, for fhe gave him twenty talents 
of gold, and an immenfe quantity of fpices, 
and precious ftones. 'Fhcy fay alfo, that we 

* .Some hhime Jofcplnis for fappofing, that the hah.ir.i, 
tree might he firll brought out of Arahi.i, or Egypt, or 
F.thiopla, into Jiuica, by tills queen of .Sheba, fuice feve- 
Tal have faid, that of old no country bore this preci'.'us baJ- 
fain hut Judea ; yet it is not only falfe that tills baifam was 
necubarto Jiutea, bur both Eg^ypt and Arabia, and pnrticn- 
i.iriy .Salr.va Ii id it, whicli l.aft was tiiat very country wlitiu e 
Jofephus, if uudcrftood not of Ethiopia but of Ar.ibia, in¬ 
timates tiiis iiucen might bring it firtt into Judea. Noi ju- 
we to fup|ipf', tiiat the queen of .Sabxa eould vrell omit 
fucii .1 prefent as tins half un-tree would be elleomed by 


diad 

and the pfaltcrics, 'thal rhd»f,.cvite:i 
them in their* 


ufe 


lymns to 


mig__ 

God. The which .wa^breugl.t to him 

t this time w»s larger and fnicr than any that 
had ever bet'll hnuight before ; hut let mi one 
iiT^ginc that ihcie plnc-iicc; were like thok 
which are now fo lufmed, and wiiich take tlrit 
their denominatrtf!^ from the mc.-chantr, y.h-. 

^ f» 

.Solomon, in cafe it were iheu aimofi. pcir to Iicr own 
country ; Nor is the mention of Iwlm ni li.,:;. :i:, e.n ried 
by merciiants, and feiit a^ a prel'ent oui of [udea by 
to till'governor of Egypt, (ten. wkvii. ry.r’md 'Ini.'ir. to 
be alledged to flic conliary ; lince v.liat we l!i< n- render 
tnim or biitfii.n, denotes i.ulicv tli.it -y, wld'. b v. e ’ ew 
eaJ! tuypaithu- of Chio or Cy/rus, the juice of lu.' rn-,e mine 
tree,'th,in tliis-preeious baifam. 'J'liis l ift i, ni,o U,e ianie 
woril that we elfewi.eie remiei by l’>: f,,;v e niiltafe ftitnnf 
Gitaul; it lilouKl be rendered U'.e .'.m r.w/.v.r; ’/A 

'Viii, 22. 

Y 


■) 
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io call them, t!uil they !;\'iy ])roeure them to 
be aJniiicd by tfiolc tli.it I'urehaic them; for 
tiiole we fj)eak of were tt) llic fight like the 
wood of the iig-tri'e, hut were whiter, and 
moic lliining. Now we have taiil tlins much, 
that nobody may 'oe iyncMaut of the diifercncc 
hetwc<m tlieJe iorts ol wokiJ, nor unacquainted 
with the nature of the stcnuinc pine-tree ; and 
we thouglit it hotli a ieaionahle and luimane 
thjp.g when we mentioned it, atid the ufes the 
king made of it, to explain tliio dilUrcnce fo 
far a.a wc have tlonc. 

2. Now tiie weiglit of gold tliat was lirought 
him evas fiK hundred and t'lxty-lix talents, not 
including in that lum what was brought by the 
merchants, nor what the toparchs and kings (d 
Arabia gave liim in pitlents. He alfo call two 
lurndred targets of gold, each of them weigh¬ 
ing iix hundred Ihekds. fie alfo made three 
huiulred Ihiekls, every one weighing three 
pound;; of gold, and he had them carried, and 
put into tliat houfe which was called the for- 
ell of Lebanon. He alfo made cuiis of gold, 
and of [precious] Hones, for the cntt'rtainmeut. 
of his guclls, and had them adorned in the 
moR artificial manner; am! lie contrived that 
ah ids other furiiiture of vcHcls fhould he of 
void, (ox tiiere was nothing then to be fold or 
Inoii 'bt for ,'iiv;^r ; i n- the king had many diips, 
whicii i.iyupon the lea ol 'Lirlus, thcle hecom- 
ma.mic.d to rxry out a!! Iorts of rncrchandiie 
tjnto die rcmoteil nations, by the fale of which 
fdver and gold -were broi-ght to the king, and. 
a g'i'eat qu.uirity of ivory, and Ethiopians, and 
■'j>c.. ; .;rd they tmilhed tlicir I'oyage, going 
■md IS,11;/mug, in three years time. 

p AectticDiNGX.v there went a great fame 
:i 1 round the nciglibouring. countries, which 
■grochiimed the virtue and wifdom of fiolomon, 
■ ;'if cm tt !i, that all the kings everywhere were de- 

\\ Iwhi-i tlu-ff fitit' 'S'liLii: and riv'.ilios of Etlum, 
1'. I'-, im'K s I'lMiTi Jiriil d. Ill, v.-luhcr .Soiorioii I'odc fo 
()M;;i i;i il.a,-, ir; aot tliuj.* idluilcd to, ii. 5, 6. 

whore 111- tu , y/r iiiaf.’c' Z'/o a/id oir/.’.tnlj , /,:ij 

' o.' f/ tdl hi/ul.< of fruits : he vuide him pooh 

■if iji/.'?-, fo ■ivii:. r u'.e -.voed ih.t brlngeih Jhtb trees. And 
ro '.lie laicrr. jort w In:cof lie fceins to idlude, w'hcn, in 
'i)o C jcj ! eoaip c'C;, hit; fpciife to ti spird:/: cttelvjid, 
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firoiis to fee him, as not giving credit to wiiat 
was reported, on account of its being afujofl 
incredible ; they alfo clenionftrated the regard 
they had for him, by the prefents they made 
him ; for tlicy fent him vclfcls of gold, and 
filver, and purjile garments, and many Iorts td' 
Ipices, :ind hories, and chariots, and as many 
mules for his carriages as they could find pro 
per to plcafe the king’s eyes, by their flrengt 
and beauty. This addition that he made t 
thole chariots and horfes which he had held 
from thefe that were fent him, augmented the 
number ol his chariots by above four hundred, 
j'or he had a ihoufand before, and augmented 
the number of bis hories by two thouiand, lor 
be had twenty thoufand before. Thefe hories 
alfo were fo much cxerciled, in order to tlicir 
making a fine appearance, and running fwiith , 
that no others could upon the companion aji- 
pear either fmer or fwifter, hut they were .it 
once the moll beautiful of all otliers, and thcii 
Iwiftnels Ivuas incomparable alfo. Their riders 
alfo were a farther ornament to them, being in 
the firll ]rlace young men in the moll deligl.tlu! 
flower of their age, and being eminent lor tiieir 
li^rgcnefs, and far taller than other men. Tlicy 
had alfo very long heads of hair hanging down, 
and were cloathed in garments of Tyrian pur¬ 
ple. They had alfo dull of gold every day 
fprinkled on their hair, fo that their heads 
''fparkled with the relledion of the lim beams 
from tire gold. The king himlclf rode upon a 
chariot in the midfl. of thefe men, who were 
ftill in armour, and had their bows fitted to 
theml, He had on a white garment; and uled 
to take his progrefs out of the city in the morn¬ 
ing. There was a certain place about hfty fur¬ 
longs (Hflant from Jerufalem, which is called 
* I'j/jiim ; very pleafant it is in fine gardens, and 

aboundr 

to a ffrtnujhut up; to nfoiiPtaiufealeef rliap, iv. 12. (pa*r 
of wiiK'li Iviinilaiiis .lu- Hill extant, as Mr Maundrr.Ii in 
{one , us, p. 87, 88.) cannot now be cctiainjy dctcninncii, 
but may very probalrly be conjeftured. fnit v.dietbci ihn. 
lilh.ivi lias any nlation lu thole rifers oj Jf.tham., which 
Providence once itried up in a miraculous manner, Pfr.l 
lx.xiv, 15. and in iIic Scpiuagint, I cannot fay. 
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abounding in rivulets of water; thither did he 
iiii;~tff-go out in the morning,^fitting on high 
^[in his chariot], 

^ 4. Now Solomon had a divine fagacity in all 
things, and was very diligent and lludious to 
vhave things done after an elegant manner ; fo | 

(.hd jiot neglect the care of the ways, but he j 
laid a caufeway of black ftone along the roads j 

hat led to jcrufalem, which was the royal city, 
both TO rentier tTiem eafy for travellers, and to 
maaifeit the grandeur of his riclies and govern¬ 
ment. Me alfo parted his chariots, and fet 
them in a regular order, that a certain number 
oftlicu- 11 niild be in every city, lUll keejring 
a few about him ; and thole cities he called 
the ritics (>[ bis chariots. And the king matic 
filvcrdo plentiful in jerufalcm as floues in the 
ilrcet ; and fo multiplied ccdar-trecs in the 
pie.ins of Judea, which did not grove there bc- 
i'orc, lhai tliev were like the multitude c^f com¬ 
mon lyeamorc-trees. He alio ordained tlie E- 
I'vpiian merchants that brought him their 
mercliaiulile, to lell him a chariot, with a pair 
id horlcs, lor (ix hundred draclima; of filvcr, 
and he lent them to tlic kings ol Syria, and to 
thole kings that were beyond Euphrates. 

Bit e although Solomon was become the 
moll; glorious of kings, and the hell beloved | 
by God, and had exceeded in wildom and | 
riches tlioi'e that had been rulers ot the He¬ 
brew;; before liim, yet did not he prel'everc it; 
tliis happy fiatc til! he died. Nay, he forfook 
(he oblervation of tlie laws ol his lathers, and 
came to an end no way fuit;ih!e to our foicg'',- 
ing liillory of liiiu. He grew mad in liis love 
of women, and laid no rcllraint 011 liimleif 
in his lulls; nor was he fatislicd with the wo- 

Tliefo 700 wives, or the ctnugliters of men, 

and the 300 concubines, the dau^hten, ol tlic ignuoli', 
nv.ke iO'jO in all ; ;^ii(l .irc I fuppofe, thofc very looo 
women intini.Ued elfev, lieu- by Solomon bimfelf, wli'.n 
he fpeaks of Ins not having found one [good] woman .1- 
tnong that very number, Kcclef. vii. 28. 

-I- jofephu;. is lierc tcrt.iinly too fevere upon Solomon, 
who in making the cl.eruhims, and thefe twelve bra/eii 
oxen, feems to h u'c (.Lone no more tlian imitate tin p-tt- 
lerns left him by David, which were all given D.iviJ by 
divine infpir.uioii. Sec my defeription of the temples, 
chap, t. and altho'.'yh God gave 110 dircilion fortitc lions 
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men of Ids own country aloi'e, hut he rnai- 
ried many wives out ol loteign n.ations, Sido- 
nians, and Tyrians, and ."Xmmenites, ;.nd Edtv- 
ndtes ; and he tranfgreilcd the laws of Moles, 
whicli forbad jews to marry any hut thoJe that 
were of their own peoitle. He iilfo I'egan to 
wordti}! their Gods, which he did lit (ader to 
the gratification of his wives, and out of Ids 
alFccliou for tlictn. This very thing our iegi- 
llator fulpefted, and lb admonilhed us before¬ 
hand, that wc Ihoidd not marry rvoincn of 
other countries, Icll wc Ihould he intangled 
with foreign cuftoms, and a})ollati7e from our 
own ; Icil we Ihould leave off to horu.iir oiu‘ 
own God, and Ihould worlhip their gods,. 
But Solomon was fallen headlong into un- 
reafonablc pleafiues, and regarded not tliole 
admonitions : For wdicn he had married feverx 
h.undred reives, the daughters of princes and 
of eminent perfons, and three hundred eoncu- 
liincs, and thefe befidcs the king of I'igypt’s 
daughter, he foon was governed by then), till 
lie c.iinc to imitate ilieir practices. He was 
forced to give them this dcmuiillrauon (;1 his 
kindnefs and affeclion to them, to live accord¬ 
ing to the laws of their coiuitrie:.. And as he 
grew into years, and his rcalon hccainc weakei 
by length of time, it was not iulfu icnl to re- 
cal to his mind the iallltutions of his own 
country; fo he Hill more and nif'rc contemned 
his own God, am! conliuued to regard tlie 
gods that hi; marriaiyi,;, iiad 'uundiiced; nay, 
before this haj^ivured, lu fni.icil, and icil into 
an error about the olilervaliou (1 ihe 
when he m.uic the ]' i;uag(, ; oi hrazeu (':,eo 
that lupported the hra/.cu lea, ami . 

I th.il .".(lorsed iu'i liirrai'.', rot S'.(r:ac. ;.'U;;, 

; in lo have broken ;my j.iw ol riofo, lor ..ali'u-gi , 
j Fhaiifecs, ;uui later Raiibirs, Imvc e.\Ui i-a the .'(o.'-d 
j eoinmuiulmcnr, r.vlcirbii ihe very ; of ,,.jv ima.t , 

! though M ithout any iiucnl ion to have it i. oU’.ipri-il, 
i (lo not i fappofc that hoioraon uiuit; d ■ -,! .joi . s, 

■ It ought to be lo undeill(,ou. The in ikiiig .■ y ali.; ii r 
for worlhip but that at the i I'lermieiie, v,.', , lo !, . 

dcii.by Mofeis, Anliq. Jk IV. chap . Vl.l, . \ did 111 . 

the two tubes and an hall oflerul tlicy ; i.,d,. .in .dt, 

fora mcniorial onh, Jotb. Anti i. o. V. eli.'-o. i. 

27. 
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of lions about his own throne ; for thefe he 
made, although it was not agreeable to piety 
•fo to do : And this he did, notwithftanding 
that he had his father as a moft excellent and 
domcftic pattern of virtue, and knew what a 
glorious charadter he had lett behind him, be- 
caufe of his piety towards God : Nor did he 
imitate David, although God had twice ap¬ 
peared to him in his fleep, and exhorted him 
to imitate his father: fo he died inglorioufly. 
There came therefore a prophet to him, who 
was fent by God, and told him, That “ his 
wicked adions were not concealed from God ; 
and threatened him that he fhould not long re¬ 
joice in what he had done: that indeed the 
kingdom'Ihould not be taken from him, while 
he was alive, f>ecaufe God had promifed to his 
father David that he would make him his fuc- 
ceffor, hut that he would take cafe that this 
fhould befal his fon when he was dead ; not 
that he would withdraw all the people from 
him, but that he would give ten tribes to a 
fervant of bis, and leave only two tribes to 
David’s grandfon, for his fake, becaufc he 
loved God, and for the fake of the city Jeru- 
falem, wherein he would have a temple.” 

6. WhkN Solomon heard this, he was griev¬ 
ed, and greatly confounded, upon this change 
of almoft all that happinefs which had made 
hinr to be admired, into fo bad a ftate : Nor 
had tiierc much time palled alter the prophet 
liad foretold what was coming, before God rai- 
fed up an enemy againfl him, whofe name was 
Ader, who took the following occafion of his 
enmity to him. He was a child, of the flock 
of the Edomites, and of the blood royal ; and 
when foab, the captain of David’s hofl, laid ' 
wafle the land of Edom, and dellroyed all that ' 
were men grown, and able to bear arms, for 
fix months time, this Hadad fled away, and 
came to Pharaoh, the king of Fgvpt, who rc- 
cclved him kimlly, ^nd aihgned him a houfe 
to dwell in, and a country to fupply him with 

* Since the bepinninp; of Solomon’s evil life and r.drer- 
iitv, was the time wha-n lladad, or Ader, who was born 
•It lord twenty or thirty years before Solomon came to 
the cro'.yii, in the days of Duviil, began to give hitn Jif- 


j food ; and wl\en he was grown up, he loved 
him exceedingly, infomuch, that he ga^^kim 
his wife’s filler, whofe name was Takpenes^ to 
wife, by whom he had a fon, who was brought 
up with the king’s children. When Hadad 
heard in Egypt that both David and Joab w;ere 
dead, he came to Pharaoh, and dcfircd*that he 
would permit him to go to his own country: 
Upon which the king afked what it was that 
he wanted, and what hardfhip he had met with, 
that he was fo defirous to leave him ? And 
when he was often troublefomc to him, and 
intreated him to difmifs him, he did not then 
do it; but at the time when Solomon’s affairs 
began to grow' worfe, on account of his fore- 
mentioned tranfgreflions, and God’s anger a- 
gainft him for the fame, Hadad, by Pharaoh’s 
permiflion, came to Edom; and when he was 
not able to make the people forfake Solomon 
(for it w'as kept under by many garril'ons, and an 
innovation w^as not to be made with fafety) he 
removed thence, and came into Syria : There 
be light upon one Rezon^ who had run away 
from Hadadezer, king of Zobah, his maftcr, 
and was become a robber in that country, and 
joined friendfliip with him, who had already 
a band of robbers about him. So he w^ent up, 
and feized upon that part of Syria, and was 
made king thereof. He alfo made incurfions 
into the land of Ifrael, and did it no fmall 
mifehief, and fpoiled it, and that in the life¬ 
time of Solomon. And this was the calamity 
which the Hebrews fuffered by Eladad. 

y. There was alfo one of Solomon’s own 
nation that made an attempt againfl him, Je¬ 
roboam, the fon of Nebat, who had an expec¬ 
tation of rifing, from a prophecy that had been 
made to him Ion" before. He was left a child 
by his father, and brought up by his mother ; 
and w’hen Solomon faw that he was of an ac¬ 
tive and bold dlfpofition, lie made him the 
curator of the walls wTich he built round about 

Jerufa- 

tvrbancc ; this implies that Solomon’s evil life began early, 
and continued very long, which the multitude of his wives 
and concubines docs imply alfo} I fuppofe when he was 
not-fifty years of age. 
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Jerarale n ; and he took fucli care of thofc 
the king approved of his behivi- 
.pur, and gave him, as a reward for the fame, 
tij;; charge over the tribe of Jofeph. And 
when about that time Jeroboam was once go- 

oijt of jerulalem, a prophet of the city 
l)!)iioh, Avhofe name was Abijjb, met him, and 
iainted him ; and when lie had taken him a 
little aiide, to a place out of the way, where 
tliere was no': one other perfon prefent, lie rent 
the ganuent he had on into twelve pieces, and 
bid Jeroboam take ten of them ; and told him 
belore-liand. That “ this is the will of God : 
he Will iK'-'t the dominion of Solomon, and 
give one tribe, with that wltich is next it, to 
his Ion, bccauie of the promife made to Da¬ 
vid for his fuccedion; and will give ten tribes 
to thee, becanfe Solomon hath Imned againll 
him, and delivered up himlelf to women, and 
to t'teir gods. Seeing therefore thou kuoweli 
the caule for which God hath changed his 
iuind, and is alienated from Sokimon, be thou 
riglileons, and keep the laws, becanfe he hath 
propolcd to thee the greateil td all rewards lor 
jhv piety, nd the Itonour thou ibalt p;iy to 
God, namely, to be as greatly exalted as tliou 
knowell David to have been.” 

8 . So feroboam was elevated by thefe words 
of tile prophet ; and being a '■ young man, of 
a warm temper, and ambitious of greatnefs, be 
could not be (juict : And when he liad ii) great 
a charge in the government, and called to mind 
what had i)ccn revealed to liim by Ahijali, hr 
cndeivonrcd to pcrluadc the people to forlalce 
Solomon, to make a didurbaneg and to britig 
the government over to himfelf. But when 
Solomon uudcrlfood his imention and treach¬ 
ery, be ioughl to catch him and kdl him ; but 
feroboam was Inlunncd of it before-hand, and 
lied to fdjiiliak, tlic king of Egypt, and tlicre 
abode till tire death of Solomon; by which 
means he gained thefe two advantages, to fiif- 
fer no harm from Solomon, and to be preler- 

'r.'i'. Nu-cii c-i ji lobo.ini, when Salonian l)uil: ti. ■ 
vmII;- t.i ic, 11)1 vci^ after lie had liiudi'. I 

Lis twercy year; huiLfiiii; of rfic te’npic, and his own 
I'.d ree, rn n'• after tin; twcnty-fourtli ye.ii ■ 

hie ;ci'-;i, ; isuiem.- - !• aChr. \lii, ii. aiu! hi. vrc.uh 


ved for the kingdom. So Solomon died when 
he was already an old ir.m, bmrt-igned 
eighty yeans, and lived ifnciy-fonr, 1 Ic was 
ivried in Jenifalcm, liaviniy been iiijicrior to 
ail other kinjps in happhu-is, and liihcs, and 
wihlom ; excepting ih.tl when he w as growing 
into years, he was d'dnd -d by women, atid 
trinlgrclfed the law : concerning wliich tranfL 
gicilions, and tiic miicries which befebthe l ic- 
btews thereby, I think proper to diicourie at 
another opportunity. 


C 1 ! A P. VHL 

upon the Dt\ilh of Sol')!iion^ tin Propfc 
furlook b;s Sou Rr/)',h jru, aud orJunuJ "f. - 
roboaui Ki/i<{ over the '!cn T’/ -[>es. 


l.'^^TOW wl'.en Solomftn wa- tlccd, and 
his lt)n Re.'ioboam (who was born 
ol an Ammonite wile, ’.v!io!c icmse was Af/u- 
vuib) liad iuccectled him in the id'ugh'm, tlie 
lulcrs of the multitude fent imniediaUiy iito 
Egypt, and called hack jeroheam ; and wk.cn 
lie was come to tb.cin, to the city Slrchcni, 
Rchoboam canto to it alio; for he li.id rcf'olwd 
to tieciare liimhdr king to tiie bliatlivs whi e 
they were tiiere gatliered toga;!''go tl e 
rulers oi the }>t;ople, as well as jwat’.ioam, e:;;, c 
to him, amf Itel.uiglil hint, ;ind fide!, The,; “ he 
ought to ni.rg and to be gentler than hi.s h ^ 
titer in the ler'. iiudr; lie had irnpokd on then*, 
becanfe they hid Irjimc an iieavy y'oke, .and 
that then they fiionltl be better alfeAsd t )h:ni, 
and be well u/iitentcd to f'erve iiim intder In;- 
inoderatc gov’c) nment, and fltoiik! do it more 
out of love than fea.r.” I’.nt Rein bo on told 
tiicm, tliey ih.oiiltl (mne- to hin, .c in. 
tltree days time, when lie wouI.,t ' i\e am ..n- 
fwer to their repue.'l. This dd.iv yave (cca, 
fion to a prelen; bdp.idon, fttiee h; lia.l not 
given them a favourable aidwer to b air mind 


IkTc Hill menioreah uhr'i .Selemoa’,-. vri' .0 
cojiic mtolcralilc, iullv i .miir.n lev be,mi , 
thiif fucJi li.'.s V, .‘iifcli’.cfs lici'.ii! L.i!:.’ ."a’ I');,, 
loa;;. See bedef. .rlvji. no 
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immediately ; for tlioy thought that lie fhould | 
have given them an humane anlwcr off-hand,; 
efpecially fmcc he was but young. l lowcYer, i 
they thought that his conl'ukation about it, and 
that he did not prcfcntly give them a denial, 
afforded tliem fomc good hope of fuccefs. 

2. Re HOBO AM now called his father’s 
friends and advifed with them what fort of an- 
Ivver lic ought to give to the midtitude ; Upon 
wliich they gave him the advice which became 
tViend^, and thole that knew the temper of inch 
a multitude: they advifed him “to fpeak in 
a way more popular tlian fuited the grandeur of 
a king, hecaul'e he would thereby oblige them 
to fubmit to him with good-wii!, it being mold 
agreeable to fnbjeds, that their kings Ihould be 
almoll upou the level with thcMU.” But Reho- 
boam rejetled this fo goad, and, in general, 
lo prolitable advice (it wavS inch at leald at tliat 
time when he was tt) he made king) (Jod him- j 
felf, 1 fuppoi'e, cauliug what was mold aclvan- , 
lageoiis to be condemned by liiin. 80 he call- | 
ed for the young men, who were brought uj) ' 
with him, and told them what advice the ciders i 
had given him, and bid tliem fpeak avhat they | 
thought he ouglit to do. 'They advlied him to ; 
give the following anfv/er to the people (for ; 
neitlier their youtli, nor (J(>d himfelf fuffered : 
them to difecru what w;;s bell) : “ That his lit- ; 
lie finger Ihouli,! he thichoi than his fatlicr’s 
loins ; and if they liad met with hard ufage ; 
irom hty father, they llumid experience much ‘ 
rougher treatment from him ; and ii his lather , 
liad chaftifed them wdtii wdiijss, they muld ex- ' 
peed that he would do it with '* feorpions.” j 
Tlic king was plcafed witdi this advice, and ' 
thought it ;igrccal)ie to the dignity of his govcni- 
racut to give them lucli an anlwer. Aecord- 
ing’y, when the multitude was come together 
to liear his anlwer on the third day, ail the 
people were in great expeUation, and very in¬ 
tent to hear what the king would fay to them, 
and fuppoled tliey fhouhl hear fomewlrat of a 
kind n.ature ; but he palled by hi^ friends, and 

* '1'h.u by f-ot-pio/.’s is not bore incant that hnall animal 
fo calita!, V, b'fii was never ufetl in correflion.;, but citlitr 
a i’.uJ’j wiiij !har;) nriektes like the ihng- of fcorpion-', 
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anlwered as the young men had given hin 
counlel. Now this was done accordiilg*fw«ri-.c 
will of God, that what Ahijah had foretold 
might come to pafs. . 

3. By thefe words tlie people were ftruck 
as it were by an iron hammer, and wmrr i' 
grieved at the words as if they had already fell 
the effetlls of them, and they had great indig¬ 
nation at the king; and all cried out aloud, 
and laid, “ We will have no longer any rela¬ 
tion to David or his pofterity after this day.” 
And they laid farther, “ We only leave to Rc- 
hoboam the temple which his father built 
and they tlireatened toforfake him : Nay, they 
were fo hitter, and retained their wmath ib long, 
tliat wlicn he lent Adorain, who was over 
the tribute, that he might pacify them, and 
render them milder, and perfuade them to for¬ 
give him, if he had faid any thing tliat w-as 
ralh or grievous to them in his youth, they 
would not hear it, hut threw Hones at him, 
and killed him. Wlien Rehohoam faw this, 
he thought himlelf aimeii at by thofe Hones 
with which they had killed his lervant, and 
feared left he ftrould undergo tlic Lift of punilh- 
ments in carneft ; lo lie got immediately into 
his chariot, and Hcd to Jerufaicrn, where the 
tribe of Judah, and that of Benjamin, or¬ 
dained him king ; but tlic reft of tlic multitude 
forfook the Ions of David from that day, and 
appointed Jeroboam to be the ruler of their 
])ublic affiirs. Upon this, Rehohoam, Solo¬ 
mon’s ion, aHemhled a great congregation of 
thof'c two tribes that fubmitted to him, and 
was ready to fake an hundred and eighty tliou- 
land choi'en men out of the army, to make an 
expedition againft Jeroboam and his people, 
that he miglit force them by wear to be hi;; 
fervanu. ; hut he was forbidden of God by the 
prophet [Shemaiah] to go to war, for that it 
w'a;> not juft that brethren of the fame country 
ftiould light one againft another. He alfo laid, 
that this dcfcdlion of the multitude was ac¬ 
cording 

fucli as cur fur7C bufli> or elfe fomc terrible fort of wLip" 
ofihclike luuuvc. Kec liudfon’s and Spanlicim's netes 
I’k’rc. 


i 
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cording to the purj^ofe of God. So he did not 
in this expedition. And now 1 will 
jrclatc firft the aftions of Jeroboam, the king ed 
^'Ifael; after which we will relate what arc 
therewith connefled, the adfions of Rehobo- 
the king of the two tribes ; by this means 
we lhail preferve the good order of the hiilory 
entire. 

4. W HEN therefore Jeroboam had built him 
a palace in the city Shechem, he dwelt there. 
He alio built him another at Penucl, a city fo 
called. And now the fcaft of tabernacles was 
ajiproaching in a little time, Jeroboam confuler- 
ed, lluii .1 lie lliould permit the multitude to 
go to worlhip God at Jerufaiem, and there to 
celebrate tlic tcRival, they would probably re¬ 
peat of what they had done, and be enticed 
by the tcmjile, and by the worfhip of God 
there performed, and would leave him, and 
return to their lirlf king, and if fo, he fhould 
run the rltque oi lohng his own life, fo lie in¬ 
vented this cont'-ivance : lie made two golden 
hellers, an;l hnik two liltic temples for Uiem, 
the one in the city Bethel, and the other in 
Dan, wIiIlIi I.iH was at the " fountains of the 
Leller Jordan, and he pi;t the heifers into 
both the little tem|i!es, in the fore-mentioned 
cities. And when he had called thofc ten 
tribes togcllicr over whom he ruled, he matle a 
fpcecli to the people in thefe words : “ 1 fup- 
pole, my countrymen, that you know this, 
that every place hath God in it, nor is there 
atiy one determinate place in which he is, but 
he every where h.ears and lees thole tliat wor- 
Ibip him ; on wliich account I do not think it 
right for you to go fo long a journey to Jeru- 
falcm, whicli is an enemy’s city, to worlhip 
him. It was a man that built the temple ; 1 
have abo made two golden heilcrs, dedicatci! 
to the fame God ; and the one of them 1 ha\ c 
coufccrated in tlie cicy Bethel, and the other in 

* Whether tliefs jsu/i/iiint "f tl:r I.rjh- jTrdtK were r.ear 
a place ealieJ Dm, acul the louiUain . ol ihe inwitcr near a 
place called hetore their eonjuiiclinn ; or wlictuei' 

there was ony one fountain, arifin;i at tlie lake I'hiala, 
at firft fuikiiig unilerj;iound, and lltcn arilin;; near tlie 
mountain Pancuni, and tlieiice ninnin;:; (hioujih the. lake 
Setr.ocliouitis to tiiv fea of (Jalllce, ni'd lo far i.allt'd the 


Dan, to the end that thofe of yen that dwell 
neareft thofe citie.s may go to them and wor¬ 
lhip God there : And 1 will ordain for you 
certain pricRs and Levkes from among your- 
(cfves, that you may liave no want of the tribe 
of Levi, or of the tons of Aaron ; hut let him 
tliat is defirous among you of being a jtrieft 
bring to God a bullock and a ram, which they 
lay Aaron the firll pricfl hrouglit alfo.” When 
)croboam had laid this, he deluded the pcojilc, 
and made them to revolt from the worlhiji of 
their forefathers, and to tranlgrels their laws. 

I ’Hiis was the beginning ol mileries to the He- 

I brews, and tlie canie why they were overcome 
i ill war by foreigners, and io fell into captivity, 
j; Hut we lhail relate tliuii things in tlicir pro}icr 
jj places hereafter. 

II When the feaO [of tabernacles] was inf). 
I approaching, Jeroboam was ddiriius to celc- 
; liratc it himlelf in Bethel, as did the two tribes 
j celebrate it in jerulalcm. Accordingly he built 

an altar before the lieiler, and undertook (o he 
high prien, himlelf. So he went up to the al¬ 
tar, witli his own prlcifs about him ; liut wlicn 
he was going to olTer the lacriliccs, and tlie 
burnt-offerings, in tb.c light of all the people, 
a proplict ivhole name was was lent by 

God, and came to liini from fevulalem, who 
flood in tin; in/uiif oi the mnltiiude, . nd in the 
liearing of the king, and diiccbm ; his dilcourfc 
to tin; altar, laid tiics; “ Gut; lc,u'tcl.s that 
there lliali lie a certain min ul ihc ii.milv u). 
David, jelndi by name, who flvall flay njion 
thee thofe fdie priclts that iliall live at that 
'time, and upon thee lhail hum the bones ot 
I tliofc deceivers (k the people, tliule impoilon; 
j and wicked wretclics. Ho\v(;ver, tlia! ibis peo- 
])lc m.iy believe that theie things llial! hi (.onn.: 
to pals, I foretcl a iign to tliem that lhail alio 
come to pals ; This altar lhail be broken to 

piece; 

L'ffer Jcnlav, h Iianily ccrtiiu c\un in JaiVp’ii.n Liirne'-, 
ihouiRi ilie 1,liter .iccnutit he the mull ’hr,!.. 

ever, the noil!KT:i iJol.itruu; c.ilf, let up !n Jt.. i.'ur:, 
was wlierc Little Jor.i.ui Icll into (Jre.'l Junl.m, ut .a 
place called D.ibhnct:, as Jofcplrus elfeu.Gic inlurin;; tr. 
Of the \Var, B. IV. clop. i. « 1 . Sec 'vm note ll.erc. 
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pieces injmccllatcly, and all the fat of the ficrl- 
ficcs that is upon ,it ftuill be poured upon the 
ground.” When the prophet Iiad fiid this, 
Jeroboam fell into a {jallion, and flrctched out 
his hand, and hid them lay hold of him ; but 
that hand which he ilrctched out was enfeebled, 
and he was not able to pull it in again to him; 
for it was become witl'.crcd, ant! Ining down, 
as it it were a dead hantl. ’1 he altar alio was 
hroketi to jneces, and all that was u})on it was 
poured out, as the ])rophct had foretold fhouid 
come to ])afs. So the king underllood that lie 
rvas a man of veracity, and had a divine iore- 
hnowlcdge ; and inireatcd him to pray unto 
Cod that he would rdf ore his right hand. Ac¬ 
cordingly the prophet (.lid yiray to ( had to grant 
him that rcaiuclh So the kir.g having his hand 
vcccwcrcd to its natural ftatc, rejoiced at It, and 
'nvlled. the pro])het to l'u}'i with idm ; hut Jadon 
faid. Tint “ he could not endure to come into 
.his Iioule, nor to tailc of bread or water in this 
dty, for that evas a thing God had forbidden 
him to do ; as all’o to go hack by the fame way 
which he came, hut he fdd he was to return 
by am)ther wav.” So the king w'ondcrcd at 
the ablVm:ncc of the man, 'hut was himielf in 
for, as t'nl';’.ee!;ing a change of Ids alfair.s for 
tlic worfc, from what Irui been laid to liim. 
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n,!;i. bednid;, ]>y veaton of the infirmities of 
cid ige ; ffoweve.', he war, irdormed li) Iiis ions 
■ •nncei ning- the propdfi' that was come fi'oni 
lerui’.-tu m, aneJ conctrirng the ligns done by 
when jero'ooam.;; rlebt hand 


,UM 


had been enfeebled, at the propliet’s prayer 
he had it revived again. Whereupon 
afraid, that this Granger and prophet fliould be 
in better eueein with tlie king than himfclf 
and obtain greater honour from him ; and he 
gave order to his Ions to faddle his als piefent- 
ly, and make all ready, that he might <go out. 
y\ccordIngly they made haile to- do wliat they 
were commanded ; and he got upon the als, and 
followed after the prophet ; and wdien he had 
overtaken him, as lie was reding himleli under 
a very large oak-tiy. '.' it was tliick and lhady, 
he at fufl falutcd him, but prcfently he ca ni- 
plainccl of him, hccauie he had not come into 
ids honfc, and partaken of Ids hofpitality. And 
i v/hen the other laid, That “ Cod liad forbid" 
j den him to talle of any one’s provifion in tliat 
city,” he replied. That “ for certain CTd had 
not forbidden that I fliould let foc-d hclore 
thee ; for i am a proplict as thou art, and worn 
fldj'i God in tlie lame manner that thciu doff, 
and I am now come as fent by him, in or¬ 
der to bring thee into my houle, and inak ■ 
thee my gued.” Now Jadon gave credit p' 
this lying prophet, and returned back with 
I him. But when they were at dinner, and 
cvere merry together. Cod aj'pcared to Jadon, 
and faid. That “ he dunild iuder puriilhmenr 
for tranlgrelling his commands : and he told 
liirn what that pnnidimcnt Ihould he ; for he 
i'.iitl, that he fliould meet with a lion as he 
' was going on his way, by which lion he 
flinulil he turn in pieces, and he deprived of 
: burial in tlie fepulclircs of his fathers.” Which 
things came to pals, as 1 lu]ipofe, accordinc; 
to tlie W'ill of Cod, that io Jeroboam might 
: not give heed to the words of jadon, as of 
one that liad been convided of Iving. How¬ 
ever, as Jadon was again going to Jcvufalem, 

; a lion an.'.uhcd him, and jmlled him off tlie 
; bcaff he rot'e cn, and flew him ; yet did he 
I not at all hurt the als, hut fat liy him, and 
jj kept him, aS alio the prophet’s body. Tliis 
' co.itinucd, till lomc travellers that fiw^ it carnc 
and tokl it in the eity to the falfe prophet, 
who fent his fons, and brouelit the body unto 

the 
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. the city, and made a funeral for him at great 
‘^xpcg^. He alfo charged his fons to bury 
numwlf with him ; and faid, That “ all which 
he had foretold againft that city, and the altar, 
’■alid priefts, and falfe pi'ophcts, would prove 
\true ; and that if he were buried with him, he 
^.juld receive no injurious treatment after his 
death, the bones not being then to be diftin- 
guilhcd afundcr.” But now, when he had per¬ 
formed thofe fiiucral rites to the prophet, and 
had given that charge to his fous, as he was a 
wicked and an impious man, he goes to fe- 
roboam, and lays to him, “ And wherefore is 
it ncAV that thou art dilturbed at the words of 
this filiy tcllnw ?” And when the king had 
related to him what had happened about the 
altar, and about his own hand, and gave him 
the names of a divine man, and an excellent 
prophet, he endeavoured, by a wicked trick, to 
weaken that his opinion, and, by ufing plaufi- 
ble words concerning what had happened, he 
aimed to injure the truth that was in them ; 
lor he attemjncd to pci'fuade him. That “ his ' 
fiand was enfeebled by the labour it had under- ■ 
gone in fupporting the facrificcs, and that upon 
its rciling a while it returned to its former nature 
again ; and that as to the altar, it was but new, 
and had borne abundance of lacrilices, and thofe 
large ones too, and was accordingly broken to : 
pieces, and fallen down by the w^eight of what | 
had been laid upon it.” He alfo Informed him of 
the death of him that had foretold thofe things, 
and how he periflred; [whence he concluded 
tliat] he had not any thing in him of a pro¬ 
phet, nor Ipake any thing like one. When lie 
had thus fpoken, he perfuaded the king, and 
entirely alienated his mind from God, and from 
doing works that were righteous aud holy, and 
encouraged him to go on in his impious prac¬ 
tices : * And accordingly he was to that degree 

* H(W much a larger and belter copy Jofephus had in 
tins roni.nkablc hiflory ol' the true projihct of Judea, and 
his concern with Jeroboam, and with the falfe prophet of 
Herhcl, than our other copies have, is cj^ident at full 
fight. 'The prophet’s very name, Jadon, or as tlie Con- 
tlLtutions call liim, Adon'ms^ is wauling in our other co¬ 
pies ; and it is there, with no little abfurdity, faid, that 
Cod revealed Jadon, llie true prophet’s death, not tobim- 


injurlous to God, and fo great a traufgrcnor, 
that he fought for nothing clfe everyday but 
liow he might be guilty oi fnm; new inflances 
of wickednefs, and furh as diould he more de- 
tellable than what he had liecn fo infolent as 
to do before. .And fo much fliall at prefent 
fuliice to have faid concerning Jerolioam. 


C H A P. X. 

Concent'mg Rcboboaw ; and bon) Cod igfl'iCcd 
P iinijbmcnt tipon htw for bis Impiety by Sbi- 
Jloak \_Kittg Egypt \. 

§ i.l^TOW Reliohoam, the for. of Solomon, 
wlio, as we laid before, was king of 
the two tribes, built ilrong and large cities, Beth¬ 
lehem, and Etam, a!id Tekoa, and Bethzur, 
and Shoco, and Adullam, and Ipan, and Ma- 
relha, and Ziph, ar.ci Adoraim, and J.aehifli, 
and Azekali, and Zmaih, and Aiialon, and 
Hebron : Thele he built iiill of ah iii the tribe 
of Judah. He alfo built other large chics in 
llie tribe of Benjamin, and walled them about, 
and put garrilonsin them all, and captains, and 
a great deal ol corn, and wine, and oil; and he 
lurnilhed every one of them plcntifullv with 
other provilioiis that were necclfary for fullc- 
nance : iMoreovcr, he put tlicrein Ihiclds, and 
fpears, for many ten thouliind men. The 
priells alfo tluU were in all Ifraei, and the Le- 
vilcs, and if there were any of tlic mulritij..i : 
that were good and righteous men, they gat!;cr- 
ed themfelves together to him, having Icit their 
own cities, that they might worfliip God in Jc- 
rufalem ; for they were not willing to he for¬ 
ced to worfliip ilic heifers wliicli ferohoam had 
made, and they augmented the l:irigdf);n ot’ 
Rchoboam for three years. And atu r Ik' t; id 

inar- 

fetf, as here, \-)va. to the falfe pvnphct . Whelhcr die parti¬ 
cular account of ihc arguments made ufe of, ifi. r lit, by 
the falfe prophet againit his own belief, .md his own con- 
fcicncc, in order to perfuade Jeroboam to perli u t.'' in hi- 
idolatry and wickcdncis, than which more pl.iuii'd' eonlit 
not be invented, was intimated in Jofcplms’, icoy, or m 
foine other annent hook, cannot now be tht; iim/a d : cun 
other copies l.-y not one word of it. 

4 A. 
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mavrieJ a woman of his own kindred, and had 
by ];er three cliildreii l)orn to lam, he married 
aht) another of his orvn kindred, who was 
daughter of Ahraloin, by Tamar, wdiofe name 
was Muaebub^ and Iw her he liad a fon, whom 
Ixe named Alnjah. He had moreover many 
other cliildren by otiicr wives ; but he loved 
Maachah above them a!L Now he had eigh¬ 
teen legitimate wives, and thirty coneuhincs ; 
and he had born to him twenty-eight fons, and 
threefcore dauglitcrs: but he appointed Abijah, 
whom he liad by Maachab, to be his I'uccclTor 
in the kingdom ; and intrnfled him already 
with the treafurcs and the ftrongeft cities. 

2. ■ Nov; I cannot but think, that the great- 
nefs of a kingdom, and its change into prolpc- 
rlty, often becomes the oecahon of mifcliicf 
and of tranlgrelhou to men ; for wliea Reho- 
hcain faw that his kingdo..i wais io much' in- 
created, lie went ('Ut of tiiC* rigltt way untf) 
unrighteous and irreligious ju'adflecs, and he 
dcjjiilcd tlic worfhip ol God, till tiie pco{)le i 
thernfelves imitated his wicked adlions j for fo 
it uinally hajtjK’iis, that the manners of fub- 
jefts are corruptetl at the lame time vvith thofe 
of th.eir governors, whicli lubjccds then lay a- 
bde their owm hsK-r way c>f living, as a re¬ 
proof of their governors i.'';emperate courfes, 
and follow their wiekedneis, as if it were 
virtue • for it is not pc,jrd;';e to ihew that men 
approve of :he adliors od toeir kings, tmlels 
they do lac iainc .'Ktiims with them. Agree¬ 
ably wiuToto it now hapijaned to the luhjcdfs 
of Rch.oL'oain ; hu' udno he was grown im- 
picuis, and a tranTgrelior I'iirdelf, lliey cn- 
ileavouK'd n,'-,r '<) ofhncl liim by reiolving Hill 
to he righteoits ; Bat God lent Shifliak, king 
of Kgvjit, to jninilh them for tl.cir uniuff he- 
iiavioiir tt)'\vards idm ; conecrniiig whom lie- 1 
rorlotvis was miflakcn, anti appl-ed his adtioas 
to Sefoflrir. ; for this IBailhak, in llie fifth 
year of the rciggn. of Rehuhoam, made an ex¬ 
pedition [into judeaj with many ten thoufantl 
men ; for he iiad one thorJand two liundrcd 

d’]i..f tM; v,'ar, net t!ie lam'* petfon Mtih d'.c 

trenou" Sefoliria,, .is foine tiave very late!), in cnnir.ulif- 
1 U' .ili f'jj'p'.'l'cd, and that t'ltr j-'l-'nliuj did 
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chariots in number that followed him, and 
tln-eefcore ihoufand horfemen, and fou^hun-|, 
dred thoufand footmen : Thefc he brou|^- 
with him, and they were the greatefl part of 
them Lybians and Ethiopians. Now therefoft. 
when he fell upon the country of the He¬ 
brews, he took the ftrongeft cities of Reh: 
boam’s kingdom witliout fighting; ancl when 
he had put garrifons in them, he came lafl of 
all to Jcrufalcm. 

3. Now when Rchohoam, and the multi¬ 
tude with him, were fhut up in Jerulalem by 
the means of the army of Shifliak, and wlien 
they hefought God to give them viifory and 
deliverance, they could not perfuade God to 
he cn their fide : But Shemaiah the prophet 
told them, that God threatened to forl'akc 
them, as they had thernfelves forlakcn his wor- 
fliip. Wlien they heard this, they were im¬ 
mediately in a confternation of mind, and fee¬ 
ing no way of deliverance, they all carnclllv 
fet thernfelves to confefs that God might juflly 
ovcrlot)k them, fince they had been guilty ol 
impiety towards him, and had le: liis laws he 
in confufion. So when God faw* them in tliat 
difpofition, and that they acknowledged their 
fins, he told the prophet, that he wmuld not 
deflixiy thorn, but that he would however 
I make tliem fevvants to the Egyptians, that they 
rriay learn whether they will fufi'er lefs by 
ferving men or God. So when Shifhak liad 
taken the city wuthout fighting, hccaufe Re- 
iioboam was afraid, ancl received him into it, 
yet did not Shifhak fland to tlic covenants he 
liad made, but he fpoiled the temple, and 
; emptied the treafurcs of CJod, and thofe of the 
j king, and carried off innunierahle tei 
fands of gold and iilver, and left noth' 
bchirKi him. He alfo took away tl n. 
of gold, and the fliiekls which Solomon v 
king had made : nay, he did not leave the 
■ golden cjulwr,; ’which David had taken from 
the king of Zcdiali, and I'ad dedicated to God ; 

And 

not j.jr;, {f, fjinc as they pretend, bne that .Sc- 

j ftiftn'i iTiany centalics (ailicr than Siiilbak, fee Au- 
: ilica. lU'.er'.'.i, pat! II. p 1024. 
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And when he bad thus done, he returned to 
owo kingdom. Now Herodotus of Hali- 
AifWatuiT mentions this expedition, having only 
miftaken the king’s name; and [in fiiying that] 
he' made war upon many other nations alfo, 
and I>ronght Syria of I’aleftine into fubjedfion, 
fc ’ took tlie men that were therein prifoners 
witliouc lighting. Now it is manife'ft, that he 
intended to declare that our nation was fub- 
dned by him ; fvr he faith. That “ he left bc- 
^lind him pillars in the land of thofe that deli- 
v cred thcmfelves up to him without fighting, 
;md engraved upon them the fecret parts of wo- 
tnen.” Now our king Rehoboam delivered up 
(jiir city wahout lighting. He fays withal, 
I'liat “ * the Ethiopians learned to circumcife 
rheir privy parts from the Egyptians, with this 
addition, that the Phenicians and Syrians that 
live in PaleRlne confefs that they learned it of 
the Egyptians.” Yet it is evident, that no other 
of the Syrians that live in Paledine, befides us 
alone, are circumeifed ; but as to inch matters, 
let every one fpcak what is agreeable to his own 
opinion. 

4. When Shifhak was gone away, kingRc- 
hoboarn maaie bucklers and Ihiclds of brais, in- 
Read of thole of gold, and delivered the fame 
number of them to the keepers of the king’s 
palace : So inOead of warlike expeditions, and 
that glory which refults from thofe public ac¬ 
tions, he reigned in great quictnefs, though not 
without fear, as being always an enemy to Je¬ 
roboam ; and he died wdicn he had lived fifty- 
feven years, and reigned ieventcen. He was 
m his difpolition a jiroud and a foolifh man, 
and loR [part of] his dominion by not heark¬ 
ening to his father’s friends. ITe was buried 

lerodotus, as licrc quoted by Jofeplius, and as this 
■c iUll llaiuls in liis prefent copies, B. II. chap. civ. 
iTivit “ tl'.e I’Jicniciatis .and Syrians in Palcllinc 
■ .'h laft arc iTcncr.dly luppofed to denote the Jews] 
(.iwned their receiving circumcii'jon from the Egyjvi.tr.s 
wheroas, it is nbuodaiuly evident, that the Jews received 
their circumcif on (rom the patriarch Ahr.iham, Gen. xvii. 

John vi. 22, tt n .is I conclude the Egyptian priclly 
theinfclves d d alfo. it 1 ;'. not tliereforc very unlikely ih.-.t 
Herodotus, liec.iul'e the Jew.s had lived long in Egypt, 
and can' <an o! it circumcifcj, did thereupon think they 
had learned lii.n citcumcilion in Egypt, and had it not be- 
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in Jerufilcm, in the fepnlchrcs of tlic kings j 
and his fon Abijah fucceeded hi:n in the king¬ 
dom, and this in the elglttcenth year of jero- 
I hoam’s reign over the ten tribes : And this wns»- 
! the conclulion of thcl’e affairs. It inufi; he 
I now our bulincfs to relate the affairs of Jero- 
I beam, and how he ended his life ; for he ccaf- 
j ed not, nor reflcd to be injurious to God, Imt 
I every day railed tip altars upon high mfuin- 
J tains, and tvent on making j.'riclls out of tlie 
; multitude. 


C H A P. XL . 

Cunierning the Death of a Son of yerohoam. 
How 'Jeroboam was beaten by jlb'fih^ who 
died a little afterward^ and was fucceeded 
in his Kingdom by Jlfi. And alfo how^ af¬ 
ter the Death cf Jeroboam^ Baajha defrayed 
his Sqn Nadiib, and all the liouje of Jero¬ 
boam. 

§ X f OWEVER God-was in no long time 
X X ready to return Jeroboam’s wicked 
actions, and the punifhmcnt they deferved upon 
his own head, and upon the heads of all his 
hoLife : And wliereas a fon of his lay lick at 
that time, who was called ylbijide, he enjoined 
his wife to lay alidc her robes, and to take the 
garments belonging to a private jicrfon, and to 
go to Ahijab. the proj)het,for that lie was a won¬ 
derful man in foretelling futurities, it having 
been he who told me that 1 Eiould be king, 
j He alfo enjoined her, when flic came to him, 
] to enquire concerning the child, as if flic were 
I a llranger, whetlicr he fhouKl tlcaiic thi.s dif- 

I H ’ '■ 

! temper 

t 

i tore, ifisnctbo, iiic f.in-ous I'igvpn’p.n cLroini'gcr .ind 
;; Iiifloiian, wliu klu;■^^' the hillory ol Lii. own K>u:uiy mud; 
i. better than He lodetus, c<-)m|)Ei/)s fuqi.cialv ef hi;, niif- 
t.ikes abc'Ut chcii alhiiis, 2:, docs Jc.fephio luoie ili;:;) once 
in thi;; c]ia])ter : Nor irulced clot-; lieroilotus fcciri .it all 
acfjUuinted with the allans. ol the Jews, i.n a. he licvce 
names them, fo li'ule or nothing ol wli.it hi.- fiy; .iliou! 
i them, their co'.mtrv, c r maritime cities (two ;,l whiciiln 
.done mentions, C.ulytis and Jenyfu;) pioccs true; not 
] indeed do tlierc apnej; to I'-.i'.e cei Lecn I’J .h fie' 

I cn their coall. 
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temper. So flic did as her hufhand bad her ; mourned for the death of her fon that was juft 
and changed her habit, and came to the city at hand. She was indeed in a miferabJe cop 
Shiloh, for there did Ahtjah live : And as flic dition at the unavoidable mifery of his ddJftn 
was going into his houfe, his eyes being then and went apace, but in circumftances very un¬ 
dim with age, God appeared to him, and in- fortunate, bccaufc of her fon; for the grean.. 
formed him of two things, that the wife of hafte flic made, flac would the fooner fee hei 
Jeroboam was come to him, and what anfwer fon dead, yet flie was forced to make fuch hsf 
he fhould make to her enquiry. Accordingly on account of her hufba'd. Accordingly, whe 
as the woman wnis coming into the houfe, like flie was come back, flic found tliat the child ha 
a private perfon, and a ftranger, he cried out, given up the ghoft, as the prophet had laid 
“ Come in, O thou wife of Jeroboam : Why and flie related all circumftances to tlic king, 
concealeft thou thyfelf ? Thou art not conceal- 2. Yet did not Jeroboam lay any of the! 
cd from God, who hath appeared to me, and things to heart, but he brought together a vei 
informed me that thou waft coming, and hath numerous army, and made a warlike cxjiedi 
given me in command what 1 ftiall fay to thcc.” tion againft Ahijah, the fon of Rchohoam, wdii 
So he laid, Tliat flic Ihould go away to her had fucceeded his father In tlie kingdom oi tin 
hufband and fpcak to him thus ; “ Since I made two tribes, for he defpiled him bccaufc oldiis age 
thee a great man when tiiou waft little, or But when he had lieard of the expedition o 
rather waft nothing, and rent the kingdom Jeroboam, he was not aflVightcd at it, hut pro- 
from the houle of David, and gave it to thee, i ved of a courageous temper of mind, luj’crlor 
and thou haft been unmindful of thcfc*hcnehts, ' both to his ymutli, and to the hopes of his cnc- 
Iiaft left oft’my worftiip, haft made thee molten my'-; fo he chofe him an army out C/f the two 
gods, and honoured them, I will in like man- tribes, and met |crohoam, at a place called nuaint 
ncr call thee down again, and will dcllroy all ^ and pitched his camj-* near the others, 

thy lioufe, and make them food for the dogs ’ and jireparcd every thing ncceftary for the light, 
and the fowls; for a certain king is rifing up, His army conlifted of four hundred thoufanch 
by my appointment, over all this pcojile, who hut the army of {evohoam was d(uihlc to it. 
lliall leave none of the l.iinily of Jeroboam re- Now as the armies ftood in array, ready for ac- 
nialning. The multitude alio lhall themfelvcs tiou and dangers, and were jull going to light, 
partake of the fune jniniftinient, and ftiall he Ahijah ftood upon an elevated place, and bec- 
caft out of this good land, and lhall be Icallcr- koning with his hand, he delired the multitude, 
ed into the jilaccs hevoml Euphrates, hcca.ile and Jeroboam himielf, to hear full w'ith filcnce 
they have ibliowcd the wicked pradiices of their W'hal he had to fay; And -when lilcncc was 
king, and have worlhipiied tlie gods tisat he made, lie began to fpcak, and told them, “ Cod 
inaile, and forfaken my ficiifices. But tlo tliou, had confented tliat David and his pofterity ftiould 
O woman, make hafte back to thy liuhand, and j be their rulers for all time to come, and this you 
tell him tijis meli'agc ; but thou lhall then find j yourfelvcs are not unacquainted with : But I 
thy' fon dead, for as thou entcreft the city he | cannot hut wonder how' you fliould foi'fake my 
lhall depart this life; yet lhall he he huiicd father, and join y'ourfclvcs to his fervant jero- 
witli tlie lament,'lion of all the multitude, and boam, and are now here with him to light 
honoured with a general'mourning, for he is againft thole who, by God’s emm determination, 
tlie only perfon of goodnefs of Jeroboam’s fa- are to reign, and to deprive them of that do- 
mily.” kVhen the projihet had foretedd thefe minion wliich they have Hill retained ; for as to 
events, the woman v iMliily away until a the greater part of it, Jeroboam is unjuftly in 
diforderi'd mlud, and greatly grieved at the poft’dhon of it. However, I do not fuppofe 
fleath of the fore-nameu child : ho ihe was in | he -will enjoy it any longer; but when he hath 
kuaeiUition as llie went along the road, and j fuffered 
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{j.iHered that punifliment which God thinks due 
thdiidii ft>r what is part, he will leave off the 
tranfgrefTions he hath, been guilty of, and the 
injuries he hath offered to him, and which he 
liatl\ ftill continued to offer, and hath perfuaded 

f oil to do the fame; yet when you were not 
ny farther unjuftly treated by iny father, than 
liiat he did not fpeak to you fo as to pleafe you, 
and this only in^compliance with the advice of 
wicked men, you in anger forfook him, as you 
pretended, but in reality you withdrew your- 
Ijllees from God,* and from his laws, although 
it liad been right for you to have forgiven a 
man that i^as young in age, and not ufed to 
govern people, not only fomc difagreeable words, 
hut if his youth and his unlkilfulncfs in affairs 
bad led him into fome unfortunate actions, and 
tli.u for the fake of his father Solomon, and 
the henciils you received from him; for men 
one, In to cxcule (he bns of pollerity, on account 
<'.f the benefadious of parents: but you con- 
bdcivd nothing of ail this then, neither do you 
confukr it now, but come with fo great an 
;>rmy ag.unft us. And what is it that you de¬ 
pend upon fbr vi<ftory ? Is it upon thefe golden 
heifers, and the altars that you have on high 
])laces, which are dcmonftratlons of your im- 
])icty, and not of religious worlhip ? Or is it 
the exceeding multitude of your army which 
gives you fuch good hopes ? Yct certainly there 
is no ilrcngth at all in an army of many ten 
thoufands when the war is unjuft ; for wc ought 
to place our fureft hojie of fuccefs againft our 
enemies in rightcoufncis alone, and in j>icty to¬ 
wards God ; which hope wc jnftly have, fmee 
we haa’^e kept the laws from the beginning, and 
have worftiipped our own God, who was not 
made by hands out of corruptilile matter; nor 
v/as he formed by a wicked king, in order to 

This is A ftrangc expreffion in jofephus, that Cod h his 
in'ti vt.<arkma*'j!jip,ax that he made hmfdf^ contrary to corn- 
nioii fenfe, anti to catholic Chriilianity : Perhaps he only 
means, tl'.at he was made hy one, hut was umriginaUd. 

By this terrible nntl perfectly unparalleled llaughter 
of five hundred thoiif.ind men of the newly idolatrous and 
rebellious ten tribes, God’s high difpleafure and indigna¬ 
tion agt.inlt th-it idolatry and rebellion fully appeared, the 
fcntaindcr were thereby ferioufly cautioned not to perlllt j 
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deceive the multitude, but who is * lijs own 
workmanlliip, and the beginning and end ol’ 
all things. I therefore give you counfcl even 
now to repent, and to take bvdttr advice, and 
to leave off the profecution of the war ; and to 
call to mind the laws of your country ; and to 
refleft what it hath been that hath advanced 
you to fo happy a ftatc as you arc now in.” 

3. This was the fpccch which Abijah mad^ 
to the multitude. But while he was fti!! Ipcak- 
ing, Jeroboam feat fome of his foldiers private¬ 
ly to encompafs Abijah round aliout, on cer¬ 
tain parts of the camp that w^crc not taken 
notice of; and when he was thus within the 
compafs of the enemy. Ills army wuis aflriglit- 
ed, and their courage failed them; but Abijah 
encouraged them, and cxliorted them to place 
their hopes on God, for that he was not eu- 
compafled by the enemy. So they all at once 
emplored the divine affiftance, while the priefl ■> 
founded with the trumpet, and they made a 
ihout, and fell ujion their enemies, and (joci 
brake the courage, and caft down tlie force of 
their enemies, and made Ahijah’s army lupc- 
rior to them, for God vouclifafed to grant tlicm 
a wonderful and very famous viflory; and 
fuch a i' flaughtcr was now made of Jc rolioanf s 
army, as is never recorded to have happened 
in any other war, whether it iverc of the CXeeks, 
or of the Barbarians ; for they oveithrew [and 
flew] five hundred thoufand of their enemies, 
and they took their ftrongeft cities by force, 
and fpoiled them ; and bclidcs thofe, tiiey did 
the fame to Bethel and her towns, and jcOia- 
nah and her towns. And after this defeat, Je- 
j rohoarn never recovered himfclf during the life 
' of Abijah, wdio yet did not long fiirvive; lor 
! he reigned hut three years, and was buried in 

I Jcru¬ 

in them, and a kind of balance or equilibiiuni was made 
between the ten and the two tribes for tiie time to come, 
while otherwife the perpetually idolatrous and n.bcllioun 
ten tribes would naturally have been too powviful for the 
two tribes, which w'crc pretty frequently free both fioni 
fuch idolatry and rebellion ; nor is there any rcafon to 
doubt of the tnnh of this prodigious number llain uAon 
fo lignal an occalion. 

4 B 
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Jemfalem, ia the. fepulchres of his forefathers* || his hingdona, and cy* off whatfoever was wick-' 
He left behind him twenty-twq fons, and fix- ed therein) and pyrifiedit from every irfip’wyty^ 
teen daughters ; and he had affo thofe child-- Now he had an army of ehofen metn that were 


ren i)y fourteen wives; and Afa his fon fuc- 
ceeded in the kingdom ; and the young man’s 
mother was Michaiah. Under his reign the 
country of the U'raelitcs enjoyed peace for tCn 
years. 

5. Anjo fo far concerning Abijah, the fon of 
Rehoboam, the fon of Solomon, as his hiftory 
hath come down to us: But Jeroboam, the 
king of the ten tribes, died when he had govern¬ 
ed them two and twenty years ; whofe fon Na- 
dab fucceeded liiin, in the fecond year of the 
reign of Ala. Now Jeroboam’s fon governed 
two years, and refemblcd his fatlier in impiety 
and wickednefs. In thefe two years he made 
an,expedition,againft Gibbethon, a city of the 
Philiftines, and continued the fiege in order to 
take it; but he was confpired againft, while he 
was there, by a friend of his, whofe name was 
the ion of Ahijah, and wa.s flain; which 
Baafha took the kingdom after the other’s death, 
and deftroyed the whole houfe of Jeroboam. 
It alfo came to pafs, according as God had fore¬ 
told, that fome of Jeroboam’s kindred that died 
in the city were tom to })ieccs and devoured by 
dogs, and that others of them that died in the 
fields were torn and devoured by the fowls. 
So the houfe of Jeioboam fuffered the juft pun¬ 
ishment of his impiety, and of his wicked ac¬ 
tons. 


armed with targets and fpears ; out of the tribe 
of Judah, three hundred thou 4 nd, and put of 
the tribe of Benjamin, that bore flxie’ds, and ^ 
drew bows, two hundred and fifty thoufanid. ' 
But when he had already reigned ten years, 
Zerah, king of ^ Ethiopia, made an expedition 
againft him, with a great army, of rvkfe hun¬ 
dred thoufand footmen, and one hundred thou- 
fand horfemen, and three hundred chariots- 
and came as far as Marcfliah, a city that belong¬ 
ed to the tribe of Judah. Now when Zerah 
had pafled fo far with his own army, Afa met 
him, and put his army in array over againft him, 
in a valley called Zephathah^ not far from the 
city ; and when he faw the multitude of the 
Ethiopians, he cried out, and befought God to 
give them the victory, and that he might kill 
many ten thoufands of the enemy : “ For, laid 
he, I depend on nothing elfe but that affiftance 
which I cxpedl from thee: which is able to 
make the fewer fuperior to the more numerous, 
and the weaker to the ftronger ; and thence it 
is alone that i venture to meet Zerah, and fight 
him.” 

2, While Afa was faying this, God g^ve 
him afignal of victory, and joining battle cheer¬ 
fully on account of what God had foretold a- 
bout it, he flew a great many of the Ethiopi¬ 
ans, and when he had put them to flight, he 
purfued them to the country of Gerar: And 


CHAR xir. 


Now Zerahy King of the Ethiopians, was beaten 
by Zfa : and how Afa, upon Baaftods mahing 
War againj} him, invited the King of the Da~ 
mafens to ajpjl him-, and bow, on the 
fruBion of the Houfe of Baafsa, Zimri got 
the Kingdom, as did bis Son Ahab after hm> 


§. 1O W Afa, the king of Jemfalem, was 
of an cxcelient charafter, and had a 
regard to God, and neither did nor defigned 
any thing but what had relation to the obferva- 
tion of the laws. He made ar reformation of 


when they left off killing their enemies, they 
betook themfelves to fpoiling them (for the 
city Gerar was already taken) and to fpoiling 
their camp; fo tkat they carried oft' much gold, 
and muck filver; and a great deal of [other] 
prey, and camels, and great cattle, and flock 
of Ihcep. Accordingly, when Afa and his arm 
had obtained fuch a viffery, and fuch weak 
from God, they returned to Jemfalem. No' 
as they were coming, a prophet, whofe name 
was Azariahy met them on the road,^ and bad 
them flop their journey a little; and began to 
fay to them thus: Tkat “ the reafon why they 

had 


The reader is to remember, that O/Jh is not Ethiefia but Arabia. See Bochart, B. It’’, ch. ii. 
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.had obtained this vktory from. God this, 
>b. t -tu^y had ihewii theinfelves and 

t( Ugious men, and had done evei?y thing ac- 
. rding to the will of God: that therefore,, he 
faid, they perfevered therein, God would 
..^grant jiat they fhoUild always overcome their 
^enemies, and live happily; but that if they left 
his worlhip, all things fliall fall out on the 
coq^ary ; and, * a time Chould come, where¬ 
in no>me prophet fhall be left in your whole 
multitude, nor a prieft who lhall deliver you 
a true anl'wer from the oracle; but your cities 
Hiall be overthrown, and your nation fcattered 
()ver the whole earth, and live the life of 
ftrangers and wanderers.” So he advifed them, 
while they had time, to be good, and not to 
deprive tliemfclves of the favour of God. 
When the king and the people heard this, they 
rejoiced ; and all in common, and every one 
in particular, took great care to behave thSm- 
felvcs righteoully. The king alfo fent fome to 
take care that thol'c in the country Ihould oh- 
ferve the laws alfo. 

3. And this was the date of Afa, king of 
the two tril'es. I now return to Baaflra, the 
king of the multitude of the Ifraelites, who 
flew Nadab, the fon of Jeroboam, and retain¬ 
ed the government. He dwelt in the city 
Tirzah, having made that his habitation, and 
reigned twenty-four years. He became more 
wicked and impious than Jeroboam or his fon. 
He did a great deal of mifehief to the multi¬ 
tude ; and was injurious to God, who fent the 
prophet Jehu, and told him before-hand. That 
** his whole family fhould be deftroyed, and 
that he would bring the fame miferies on his 
houfe which had brought that of Jeroboam to 
ruin, becaufe, when he had been made king 
by him, he had not requited his kindnefs, by 
governing the multitude rightconfly and reli- 
gioufly ; which things, in the firft place, tend¬ 
ed to their own happinefs, and in the next 
place, were pleafing to God, that he had imi¬ 
tated this very wicked king Jeroboam ; and al¬ 
though that man’s foul had periflied, yet did 

* Here is a very great error in our Hebrew copy int^is 
place, 2 Chr. xvi. 3, 6. as applying what follows to times 
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he exprefe to the life his wickednefs ; and he 
faid, that he IhouJd therefore juftly experience 
the like calamity with him, fince he had been 
guilty the like wickednefs.” But Baafha, 
though he heard before-hand what miferies 
would befal him, and his whole family, for' 
tlieir infolent behaviour, yet did he not leave 
oft* his wicked pradfices for the time to come, 
nor did he care to appear to he other than 
worfe and worfe till he died ; nor did he then 
repent of his paft adtions, nor enck'uvour to 
obtain pardon of God for them ; but did as 
thofe do who have rewards propofed to them, 
when they have once in earneft let about their 
work, they do not leave off* their labours ; for 
thus did Baaftia, when the prophet foretold to 
him what would cornc to pafs, grow worfe, as 
if what were threatened, the perdition of his 
family, and the dettrudlion of his houfe (which 
arc really among the greateft of evils) were 
good things, and as if he were a combatant for 
Muckednefs, he every day look more and more 
pains for it: And at laft he took his army, 2ind 
alfaultcd a certain confiderable city called Ra- 
viah^ which was forty furlongs diftant from 
Jerufalem; and when he had taken it, he for-- 
I lifted it, having deternfined beforc-hand td' 

: leave a garrifon in it, that they might thence 
make excnrftons, and do mifehief to the king¬ 
dom of Afti. 

4. Whereupon Afa was afraid of the at¬ 
tempts the enemy might make upon him; and 
conftdering wilh himfclf how many mifehiefs 
this army lliat was left in Ramah might do to 
the country over which he reigned, he fent 
amhalfudors to the king of the Dainafccns, with 
gold and ftlver, deftring his aftlftancc, and put¬ 
ting him in mind, that we have had a friend- 
fl'iip together from the times of our forefathers. 
So he gladly received that Him of money, and 
made a league with him, and broke the friend- 
Ihip he had with Baaftia, and fent the com¬ 
manders of his own forces unto the cities that 
wereunderBaalha’s dominion,and ordered them 

t) 

part, and not to times future, M'hence that test i.' quite 
mifapplicd by Sir Ifaac Newton. 
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to do them mifchlef. So they went and burnt 
fomc of them, and fpoUed others, Ijon and Dan, 
and ^jVbclmaim, and many others. Now when 
the king of Ifrael heard this, he left off building 
and fortifying Rainah, and returned prefently 
to aflili his own people under the diftreffes they 
were in ; but Afa made ufe of the materials 
that were prepared for building that city, for 
building in the fame pUce two ftrong cities, the 
one of which was called Geba^ and the other 
Mhz/>ah : So that after this Baallia had no lei- 
fuve to make expeditions againft Afi; for' he 
was prevented by death, and was buried in the 
city Tirzah ; and Elah his fon tooh the king¬ 
dom, who, when he had reigned two years, 
died, being treacherouily llaiu by Zimri, the 
captain of half his army ; for when he v;as at 
Arza, his llcward’s hoiife, he perfuaded fome 
of the liorfomen that vzere \inder him to aflault 
Elah, and by that means he Hew him, when he 
was without his armed men and his captains ; 
for they were all buficd in the liege of Gib- 
betbnn, a city of the Philiftines. 

5. VPniiN Zimri, the captain of the army, 
had kiilcd Elah, he took the kingdom himfdf, 
and according to Jehu’s propliecy, ilew all the 
lioulc of Raalha ; for it came to pafs, that 
Baatha’s houle utterly pciilhcd, on account of 
hi) impiety, in the lairiv nuinucr as we have 
already deferibed tlic dcllrudion of the hoiifc 

< I Jeroboam ; Jkit- the army that was bcficging 
Gibbethon, wlicn they licard wliat had befal¬ 
len the king, and that when Zimri had killed 
him he liad gained tlic kingtiom, they made ! 
(hnri their general king, -who drew off his ar- ' 
iny liom C'ilfncthon, and came to Tir/ah, ' 
rvlmrc tlm roval palace was, and aflaiilted t])e 
city, and took it by force. But when Zimri | 
faw ihu llic city hid none to defend it, he fed I 
into the inmoit pail of the palace, and fet it 
on Sre, and Ininn himfclf with it, when he 

* Till, .'-7 flit .or in Jr'frphu-i’'. copy, a"!’ //.wr, that 
bt lo-i'o the In. U ! luat 1, an.l l)r<rucit)i ea tl.i. coantry 
{); D .1! ilViis, is uinpof a, b >tb l'\ }!util.ai .e'ni .Sj'.’nhcim, 
to b? the f'HK \i 1 '> ^ilul or j'lb , V I;i HOC ^ ,'li.hne- 
hi)'- m.iy b' tf.'.S tity to ticnorniiincJ [\tn\Ai\l the 

< ' .,ll . t"ni,’b, roiU'’’.me (li^ flK'd.bii ; <a w hi t'e hli.o.l 

ti. t'.’t u'h'll! oi i I u ’-iu..; J ( ar 
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had reigned only feven days. Upon which the,, 
people of Ifrael were prefently divided, ’ and 
part of them would have Tibni to be king, and 
part Omri; but when thofe that were for Om- 
ri’s ruling had beaten Timni, Omri reigned 
over all the multitude. Now it was-'^n the 
thirtieth /ear of the reign of Afa that Omri 
reigned for twelve years ; fix of thefe yeais Ev- 
reigned in the city Tirzah, and the reft in %lie 
city called Semareon^ but named by tlie-Greek;; 
Samaria ; but he himfclf called it S warcon^ 
from Semer, who fold him.' the mountain 
whereon he built it. Now Omri was no way 
diftcrent from thofe kings that reigned bclore 
him, but that he grew worfc than they ; for 
they all fought how they might turn the peo¬ 
ple away from God, by their daily wicked 
pradtices; and on that account it was that God 
made one of them to be flain by another, and 
tluit no one perfun of their families fhoukl le- 
maln. This Omri alfo died at Samaria ; and 
Ahab his fon fuccceded him. 

6 . Now by thofe events we may learn what 
conccraGod hath for the affairs of mankind, and 
how he loves good men, and hates the wicked, 
and deftroys them root and branch : for many 
of thefe kings of Ifrael, they and their fami¬ 
lies, were miferably deftroyed, and taken away 
one by another, in a fliort time, for their tranft 
greftion and wdekednefs ; but Afa, W'ho w^avS 
king of Jcrufalem, and of the two tribes, at¬ 
tained, by God’s blcffing, a long and a blefl'cd 
old age, for his piety and rightcoufnefs ; and 
I died happily, when he had leigned forty and 
one ycais: and when he was dead, his fon 
Jcholliaphat fuccceded him in the government. 
Ele was born of Afa’s wii'e, Azubah. And all 
-men allowed that he followed the works of 
, David his forefather, and this both in courage 
j and piciy ; but W'c arc not obliged new to 
Ipeak any more of the aflairs of this king. 

S.ivioui’s wouls, al out the Etal war etui ovcirlirow of Ju- 
. de.i by 'I itiis and his Ronun army, TOr/ upon you may icu.r 
all r^i' ! i'Jjti'ctu l!(cdJ 1 id upon the Lind, f) cm ihi blood oj righ¬ 
teous At el to the bleed rj- 'AaJ.nrhis, J n of P/mul ws, ovhern 
he Jlt'u I'r.ovicn tie tirup/e rml the a/re r. Verily, I (ay unto you, 
AU i! n t’diigs ft-e'h ettne upon this gnu> tJia , Watt, xxiji, 
_,5, y . Luke M. 51. 
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CHAP. XIII. 

"Ifoiv ^hab, when he had taken yeesehcl to 
Wife^ became more wicked than all the Kings 
that had been before him. Of the ABions of 
the Prophet Elijah; and what befel Naboth. 

1. TmJOW Ahab, the king of Ifrad, dwelt 
in Samafia, and held the govern- 

ipent for twenty-two years ; and made no al- 1 
tt.'Ttioix in tin? conduit of the kings that were I 
Ills pfedacclTors, but only in fuch things as ’ 
were of his own invention for the worfe, and I 
his molt gt’ofs wickedncE. He imitated j 
them bi their wicked courfes, and in their in- : 
iurious l)eiiaviour towards (iod, and moil : 
(dpccially he imitated the trantgrelTion of jero- , 
boam ; for he worlhippcd the heifers that he j 
had made, and he contrived other abfurd ob- 
iedts of worlhip bcfides thofe heifers : he alio ' 
t(K>k to wife the daughter of Kthbaal, king of j 
ihc Tyrians and Sidonians, whofe name was 
jfzcbc'l, etf whom he learned to worlhij) her 
own gods. 7 'iiis woman was adive and bold, 
and fell into fo great a degree of impurity and 
inadnefs, that Iht; built a temple to the god of 
the Tyrian,'^, wliich they call Belas., and j)lant- 
ed a grove of all forts of trees: fire alfo a})- j 
jroinicd priefts and faife prophets to tins god. 
The king alfo himfclf had many fuch about 
him, and fo exceeded in inadnefs and wicked- 
nefs all [the kings] that went before him. 

2. There was now a prophet of God Al- 
niighty, of Thefbon, a country in Gilead, 
that came to Ahab, and faid to liim. That 

God foretold lie would not fend rain nor 
dew in thofe years upon the country but wdien 
he fliould appear.” And when he had con¬ 
firmed this by an oath, he departed into the 
fouthern parts, and made his abode by a brook, 
out of whicli he had water to drink : for as f )r 
his food, ravens brought it to him every day : 
but when that river was dried up for want of 
rain, he came to Zarephath, a city not far 
from Sitlon and Tyre, for it lay between them, 
and this at tire command of God; for [God 
told lum] that he fliould there find a woman 
who v-as a widow, that flioukl give himfuflen- 
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tenanec : So lie came aiid lal 
tired her to hiing him tome 
!)Ut as fhc was going ti; to (!m, he 
and w’oukl have her hrms’; 1 
ali'o ; w'hercupon the aiiinr 
the had at home nothing inoie 
fill of meal, and a little oil, and that flie was 
going to gatlier tome kicks, that the mi;.dn 
knead it, and make bread for herlelt and her 
ton ; after which ilic laid, they innri ]ieiilh, 
and he confumed hy llie famine, for they had 
notlung for ihcmtelves any longer. ] Ici'ciipon 
he faid, “ Go (m with good cnuiage, aaid 
hope for better thiney; ami tiiA of all make 
me a little cake, and h.iing it to itie ; for I fnre- 
tel to thee, that this vetiG ( i mea!, and (li;.-- 
cruite of oil, tliall not i.;)!, imtl! God tend rain.” 
When the prophet had tend ih’::-, tlteca- o' 1-' 
liim, and m.ade him tiic hefore-iia.iTie'J cG-e ■ 
j of which the had jiart f jr lieif:!,', and y,: .a, d 
! reft to her ion, and tf) llie j)r(,p!iet ailc ; o; . 

I did any thingoi tliisfail uinil thedrougi;' ■ :'h 
! Now Menander tncntic.ns liaa diounhi 
; acconnt tT the acls (jf ihhhaai. I'inj, G'G'.- 
I 'kyrtans ; wl;erc lie ft);'. 001 ;,; Ihid' r •, 

! tliere was a want of rain tiom the nmniii i b- - 
perbeict.'cus till the montii Idyper*<a'cns .;t 
the year following ; hut when 1; .' mad.,- On-. 
plications, there ctimc great tfnmdcrs. '/'hi. 
luhhaal huiit the city Itoti-y . iti .-ind 

; the city /lU/.a in Lyhta.” by ihot'e wuro, ho 
’ iletigned thi:; want (»f rain that was I'l'dic duv,. 
i of Ahah, for at tliat lime it was r!i it !‘'lhiij:d 
; alfo reigned over (iic 'fyiianr, as ftTnamitr 
' infonii.s us. 

: 3. Now this woman, of whom we .ftid::* 

. before, th;it tuihuned the prophet, when lua" 

, I'on was fallen into a didemper, rill lie gn/e up 
I the ghoft, and appealed to he dead, can; * 'o tlu: 
prophet, Vvieeping and hetliiig her hr,, fl with 
her liands, and fending out fuch exieadh 
her pafiions diClated to her, and 

4 C t.a 
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fo him, that he liad come to her to reproach 
iicr f('!' ficr lins, and ih.tl on this account it 
was ihit lii'r fon was de ni. But he bid licr 
hv td f <'‘>d cl'icrr, and d' liver her fon to him, 
h>r li.at he would deliver him again to her 
.dive. 8o when j!)(’ had delivered her fon up 
to him, he canied him into an upper room, 
\"iiert In: hirnlcK lodged, and laid him down 
upon fht' bed, and cried unto Clod, and faid, 
Tl'.at “ (>od had not done well in rewarding 
the wonvur who had erutrtained him, and 
iLifiahicd him, by taking away lier fon; and he 
prayed that he would lend again the foul of 
the eltild into liim, and bring him to life a- 
ga:in'’ Accoidingly C.-od took pity on the 
mcjther. and was \viiiing to gratify the pro- 
I'ha, that lie might not leem to have come to 
iicr to do her a milchit'l; and th.c child, be¬ 
yond ail expefdation, came to life again. So 
the iruithcr rctuined the prophet tlianks, and 
f'.id,, {!)e was theii eltariy fuisiied that Cod 
i'id c('n?v.'rfe witli him. 

.(j. Avtek a ilrtie while Elijah came to 
ki;ig Ahab, according to Cod’s will, to inform 
him. ihat rain was Cv.'ming. Now the famine 
h;ul Icired ujion the wliolc eoinitry, and theic 
was a great want of wltar was nccclfaiy for 
lulleiianci ; infomucb, lii.ii it avas not only 
men iluil wanted it, bnt tin. earth alio, which 
did. not ];roduce enoi/;n'i lor the hortes, and 
tlie (iiher liealls, of what ^vas uleini lor them 
to iced em, by realim ({ the drcnighl : So the 
king called for Obadiah, who wms hewaid over 
his eatih, and laid to him, 'I'hat “ he wonld 
nave' Inm go to tk.e 'Ktual.ilns oi evater, and to 
tlie h’.'('okthat if any Iwrlrs could Ire ftCLind 
ior them, they might more it dovrn, and re- 
lervc it for the l;oail;i.” And when kie had 
lent perfous all over the f halntable earth, to 

■' ]''f; plui.s, in Ins pivfi n: copies, fiys, tint o /v/Zc 
ji/'Ur t’ic r-'covery of tiic widow’s ton oi SareptA, 
(.o'd tent r.tiii upon iticc.uiii-, vvliereas, in our other 
copies, it is lO/ /' A'lri/r,' i Kings xviii. I. Several 

■yta'.s are alio intim.itcd tlnrc, .iiul in jofephus, ^ a. as 
ht lonpin;^ to this d.rought and fantine ■, nay, we have the 
c>.pu)s ins'ntion of the vS/Vv/iw/r, which 1 fiijipofe was 
lechsuied froni the rocoicrv of tiio widow’s Ion, and the 
ic.ihe.g of I’alb drenj^h: in I’hcuici.i (which, as Menander 


difeover the prophet Elijah, and they could 
not lind him, he bid Obadiah accompany him r 
So it was refolved they fliould make a progrefs, 
and divide the ways between them, and Oitadi- 
ah took one road, and the king another. Now 
it happened, that the fame time rvlien qucfJn 
■jezebel flew the prophets, that this Obhdiah 
had hidden an hundred prophets, and had fed 
them with nothing but bread and water. But 
when Obadiah was alone, and abfent from S'/c 
king, the prophet Elijah met him ; and'Obadi- 
ah alked him who he was ? and wdien he 
had learned it from him, he Worfliippcd him 
F.iijah then bid him go to the king and tell 
him, that I am here ready to wait on him. 
But Obadiah rcjflied, “ What evil have I done 
to thee, that thou fendeft me to one who (eek- 
elh to kill thee, and hath fought over all the 
earth for thee ? Or was he fo ignorant as not 
to know, that the king had left no place un¬ 
touched unto which he had not font perfous fo 
bring him hack, in order, if they could take 
him, to have him put to dcatli ?” For he tedd 
him he was afraid lefl Cod Ihoukl appear to 
him again, and lie Bioukl gh away into an- 
otker place, and that when the king flroukl 
fend him lor Elijah, and he fhoidd mils of 
him, and not he able to And him any wliere 
upf)n earth, he ihouid ho put to death. He 
tiefned him therefore to take care of his 
prefervation ; and told him how diligently he 
liad provided for thole of his own profeflion, 
and had laved an hundred prophets, when je¬ 
zebel flew the reft of tlicin, and had kept them 
eonccaied, and that they had been fuftained by 
him; But f.iijah bid him fear nothing, but go 
to the king; and he allured him upon oath, 
that he would certainly Ihew himlelf to Ahab 
that very day. 5. So 

informs us here, liifltrt one whole year;) And both our 
Saviour and St James aliirm, that this drought lallcd m 
ail tlirce years and fix months, as their copies of tlie Old 
'i'elLinient then informed them, I.uke iv. 21;. Jam. v. 17. 

■| Jofophu.s licre feems to mean, that this drought af- 
feOed Ijfihtinhif eurll:, and prefentlv all the e.nth, as 

our Saviour fays it was apcii rh the e.irtl:, Luke iv. 2C 
'I’hey who rcllraiu ihcti expreilions to the hutd if J'.de ', 
alone, go without fuUlcieut atilherlty or e.eaii'ipies. 
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So when Obacliah had informed the king 
'!*ial h^ijah was tlierc, Ahab met him, and alk- 
cd liim in anger, “ If he were the man that af- 
fli£tcd the people of the Hebrews, and was tlie 
occalion of the drought they lay under ?” But 
Elijcilr, without any fiattery, faid, That “ he ; 
w'as hiuifclf the man, he and his lioufe, which | 
hroughf fuch fad affii£lions upon them, and | 
ilitt by introducing ftrange gods into their coun- ! 
try, "md woriL'pping them, arid by leaving | 
their own,, who was the only true God, and j 
liaving no manner of regard to him.” How^- 
^ he bade lu'in go his wnay, and gather to¬ 
gether all the people to him to mount Carmel, 
with his own prophets, and thole of his wife, 
telling him how' many there were of them, as 
aho tlic ])!ophets of the groves, about four hun- 
tired in number. And as all the men whom 
Ahab lent for ran away to the fore-named 
mountain, the prophet Elijah Rood in the midft 
ol them, and faid, “ How long will you live 
thus in uncertainly of mind and o])inlon ?” He 
alto cKhorted them, that in calc they dleemed 
theii own country god to be the true and the 
only God, they would follow him and liis com¬ 
mandments j but ill cafe they elleemed him to 
be nothing, but had an opinion of the ftrange 
gods, and that they ought to w'orlbip them, his 
counfel was that they Ihould follow them. 
And when the multitude made no aniwer to 
what he faid, Elijah delired, that for a trial of 
the power of the ilrangc gods, aaid of their own 
God, he, who was his only }M-ophet, while 
they had four hundred, might take an heifer, 
and kill it as a lacrilicc, and lay It upon pieces 
of wood, and not kindle any fire, and that they 
ihould do the fame things, and call upon their 
own gods to let the wood on fire ; lor if that 
cre done, they would thence learn the nature 
)!' the true God. This 'propolal pleafed the 
pepple. So Elijah I'id the prophets to ehufe 
out an heifer liril, and kill it, and to call on 
their gods. But when there appeared no clTecl 
of the prayer or invocation of the propliets up¬ 
on tltcir iacrifee, I'dijali derided them, and 

* Tilr an notice here, that in the worfiiip 

Oi WiUtra [ti.e <JuJ el l!u- I’erfunsJ the piiells cut thein- 


S O F T H E J E W S. 289 

hade them call upon their gods with a loud voice, 
j f)j th.ey might cither he on a lourncy or.rllcep ; 
and when ihele piophct;; had done fo fio,;i 
morning till noon, and '' cut theml'elvcs whJi 
Iwoids and lances, according to the rullomsof 
their country, and he was about to oiler hi f»- 
crilice, he bid [the prophets] go away, hut hid 
[the people] come near, and obfcn'c wliat Ite 
did, left he Ihould privately Iritle lire among 
'he pieces of wood : So upon the apjnoaelt of 
liie multitude, lie took twelve Rones, one fem 
each tribe of the pcojde of the Hebrews, ami 
built an altar with them, and dug a very ticejt 
trench ; and when lie had laid the jiicccs ol' 
wood upon the altar, ami u’pon them had laid 
the pieces of the i'acriiiccs, he ordered them to 
hli lour barrels with the water of the fountain, 
and to pour it ujton tl;c altar, till it ran over it, 
and till the trench was filled with the water 
poured into it. Wlicu he had done this, lie 
began to pray to God, ami to iuv(;cate liiin to 
make manifcR his power to a peojtle that had 
already been in an error a long time : upon, 
which words a hre came on a fudden from 
heaven, in the light of the multitude, and fell 
upeMi the altar, and conl'umcd the facrlficc, till 
the very water wets let on fire, and the place 
was become dry. 

6. Now when the Ifraelites faw tins, they 
fell down upon the ground, and worfliippcd 
one God, and called him liie great and the on¬ 
ly true God; but they called tlic others mccr 
names, Iramed by the evil and wild opinions 
of men. So they caught (heir prophets, and, 
at the conunand of I'.lijali, Rew them. Elijah 
alio faid to the king, that he Ihould go to (Uu- 
ner without any farther concern, for that in a 
little time he would fee God fend them r.iin. 
Accordingly Ahab went his way : But Elijah 
went up to tlic hlghcR top of mount (larmel, 
and fat down upon the ground, and leaned his 
head upon Ifis knees, and hade his fervant go 
up to a certain elevated place, and look to¬ 
wards the lea; and when he Riould fee a c loud 

riling 

fclvcs i't the fame inanncr ar. tlicfe pricltf iu cljccr i.i- 
' vocation of liual [the (Jod of the I'liciiiu in; ■ j 
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rifihg any where, he fhould give him notice of 
ir, for till that time the air had been clear. 
When the I'ervaut had gone up, and had faid 
many times that he faw notliing, at the feventh 
time of his going up he faid, that he faw a 
fmall black thing in the fky, not larger than a 
man’s foot. When Elijah heard that, he fent to 
Ahab, and defired him to go away to the city 
before the rain came down. So he came to 
the city Jezrcel; and in a little time the air was 
ail obfeured, and covered with clouds, and a 
vehement ftorm of wind came upon the earth, 
and with it a great deal of rain : and the pro¬ 
phet was under a divine fury, and ran along 
with the king’s chariot unto Jezrecl, a city of 
* Izar [Ifachar.] 

y. When Jezebel, the wife of Ahab, under- 
ftood what figns Elijah had wrought, and how 
he had flain her prophets, Ihe was angry, and 
fent meflengers to him, and by them threaten¬ 
ed to kill him, as he had deftroyed her pro¬ 
phets. At this Elijah was aflrighted, and fled 
to the city called Jiccr-J}ocba^ wliich is lituated 
at the utmoft limits of the country belonging 
to the tribe of Judah, towards the land of E- 
dom j and there he left his fervant, and went 
away into the elefart. He prayed alfo that he 
might die, for that he -was not better than his 
fathers, nor need he be very defirous to live 
when they w^ere dead; and he lay and llept 
under a certain tree: and whdn fomebody 
awakened him, and he was rifen up, he found 
i'ood fet by him, and water ; fo when he had 
eaten, and rccoIicQed his ftrength by that his 
i'ood, he came to that menmtain which is called 
aSV/////, where it is related that Mofes received 
Ids laws from God ; and finding there a certain 
hollow cave, he entered into it, and continued ^ 
to make his abode in it : but when a certain ; 
voice came to him, but from whence he knew 
not, and afked him. Why he was come hither, ; 
and had left the city ?” Ele faid, I'hat “ becaufe j 
he had flain the prophets of the foreign gods, 
and liad perfuaded the people that he alone, 

* For h.cr we inny here read (with Hud Tom and Coc- 
reiub) Ifachar, i. e. of the tribe of Ifachar; for to that 
tribe did Jezrecl belong : And prefcntly at the beginning 


whom they had W'orfhipped from the begin 
ning, was God, he Was fought for by the king!' 
wife to be punilhed for fo doing,” And whci 
he had heard another voice, telling him that ht 
i fliould come out the next day into the open air 
: and fhould thereby know what he was t® do 
he came out of the cave the next' day^accord’ 
ingly, when he both heard an earthquake, ant 
faw the bright fplcndor of a fire; and aftet a 
filence made, a divine noife ejfhortcd hjjx^iot 
to be difturbed with the circumftanccHli€ was in, 
i for that none of his enemies fhould have power 
over him. The voice alfo commanded him j'' 

’ return home, and to ordain Jehu, the fon of 
! Nimfhi, to be king over their own multitude ; 

■ and Hazacl, of Damafeus, to be over the Sy¬ 
rians ; and Elifha, of the city Abel, to he a 
prophet in his ftead : and that of the impious 
multitude, fome fhould be flain by Hazael, and 
others by Jehu. So Elijah upon hearing this 
charge, returned into the land of the Hebrew^s. 
And when he found Elifha, the fon of Sha- 
phat, ploughing, and certain others with him 
driving twelve y^oke of oxen, he came to liim, 
and call his own garment upon him ; upon 
which Eliflia began to prophefy prefently, and 
leaving his oxen, he followed Elijah. And 
when he defired leave to falute his parents, 
Elijah gave him leave fo to do ; and when he 
had taken his leave of them, he followed him, 
and became the difciple and the fervant of Eli¬ 
jah all the days of his life. And thus have I 
difpatched the affairs in which this prophet 
was concerned. 

8 . Notv there was one Naboth, of the city 
i I-zar [jezreel] who had a field adjoining to that 
i of the king: /Elie king would have perfuaded 
him to fell him thatTiis field, which lay fonear 
to his ow’n lands, at what price he pleafed, 
that he might join (hem together, and make 
them one farm ; and if he would not accept of 
money for it, he gave him leave to chufe any 
! of his other fields in its ftead. But Naboth 

faid, 

I of § S. :!9 alfo chap. xv. § 4. we may read for /zar, ■with 
I one MS nearly, and the feripture, Jczrcc!i for that was 
1 the oify meant in the hiftory of Naboth. 
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faidjV he would not do fo, hut would keep the 
polleflion of that land of his own, which he 
had by inheritance from his father. Upon this 
the king was grieved, as if he had received an 
ii'iury, when he could not get another man’s 
poire(’'’on, *and would neither w;ilh himfelf, 
aor tal'.e any food: And when Jezebel afkcd 
■im what it was that troubled him ? and why 
i' would neikher W'aih himfelf, nor eat either 
dlnnci ?»• lupper ? he related to her the per- 
eerfenefs of Naboth; and how, when he had 
nade ule of gLiitle words to him, and fuch as 
ivere beneath the royal authority, he had been 
iffrontcu, and had not obtained what he dcfi- 
■ed. However, flic perfuaded him not to be 
:a!t down at this accident, !)ut to leave off his 
p'ief, and return to the ufual care of his body, 
or that lire would take care to have Naboth 
aunilhed : And Ihe immediately fent letters to 
■he rulers of the Ifraelites [Jezreclites] in Ahab’s 
name, and commanded them to fall, and to 
aireml)Ic a congregation, and to fet Naboth at 
the head of t’lem, bccaufe he was of an illui- 
triouH family, and to have three bohl men rea¬ 
dy to hear v\drncls that he liad blafphcmed God 
and the king, and then to ftone liim, and flay 
him in that manner. Accordingly, when Na- 
l)oth liad been thus teflifled againft, as the 
queen had written to them, that he had hlal- 
phemed againft God, and Ahab the king, and 
dclired him to take poflelTion of Naboth’s vine¬ 
yard on free coft. So Aliab was glad at what 
had been done, and role up immediately from 
the bed whereon he lay, to go to lee Naboth’s 
vineyard : But God had great indignation at it, 
and fent Elijah the prophet to the held of Na- 
t)Oth, to fpeak to Ahab, and to fay to him, 
That “ he had flain the true owner of that 
field unjuftly.” And as foon as lie came to 
him, and tlic king had faid, that he might do 
with him what he pleafed (lor he thought it a 
reproach to him to be tlms caught in iiis fin) 
Elijah faid. That “ in that very place in whicli 

-■ * “The Jfv/i weep to this (lay (fays Jeroni, here cited 
byRcl.ind) .01(1 toll thcnafelver, upon f.ickcloth, in .iflies, 
barefoot rpon fucli occafuins.” To wliich Spanheim adds, 

•'That ..f;t'.e fame manner, i'. tr'.nice, wh.cn his liic j 
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I the dead body of Nabotli was cat on up Iw dogs, 
both his own blood, and that cd' his wife, 
ftiould be flied, and that all his lainily Ihould 
jtciifli, bccaule lie had been lo inluleiillv wick¬ 
ed, and had ilain a ciii/.en unpiflly, attd con¬ 
trary to the laws of lus country.” Hereupon 
Ahab bcga.n to he lorry lor the things he had 
(lone, and to repent of them, .and he put on 
lackclolli, and went ’ b.arcloot, and would 
not touch any food : he alio conlcfl'ed his fins, 
and endeavoured tlius to appeale God. But 
God faid to the prophet. That “ v.dille Ahab 
was living be w'oukl put oft’the punitbmmr of 
his family, bccaule he rcpcntcil of tbofe iido- 
lent crimes he had bccti guilty ol, Imt ibat ftill 
he would lulld bis tlircatcning under Ahab’s 
fon.” Which meflage the prophet delivered to 
the king. 


C Id A ]’. XIV. 

Iloir lladad^ Kif /9 of Ddjti.ifcns r.nd f Tir/./., 
vnuic l\ypt:dltv,iis an.i 

•was bcciti'?!. 

§ I. TEIEN the affairs (d'Ahab were tiius, 

y V at that very time tlie Icn ol Ha- 
dad [Benhadad] who was king of the Syrians 
and of Damalcus, got together an army out ol 
all his country, and procured tliiity-two kings 
beyond l{,uj)hrates to be his auxiliaries ; So lie- 
made an expedition agaiiill Ahab ; l>iit bt'caulF 
Ahab’.s army was not like that of Benhadad, 
he did not fet it in array to fight liim -, but 
i having Ihut up every thing that was in tlie 
I country in the ftrongcll cilies he ha.d, he aJxjde 
I in Samaria himlell ; for the walLsahoul it Wv,*;.; 

I very llrong, and it apjicarcd to be not ealily to 
; be taken in other refpeifls alio. So the king of 
; Syria took his army with him, and came to Sa- 
; maria, and placed his .uany round about the 
i city, and befieged it. He alio lent an herald 

lo 

: was in danger, Hood ar the llic liibniol of Fiorns 1-ar.’- 
Of flic War. li. it. (.-imp. xv. ^ i. '-i c ('.c !i!.,: 
t of David, 2 .S.im. av. 30. Antic;, li. Vll . -p. it ^ .. 
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to Ahaly, and defired he would admit the am- 
baffadors he would fend him, by whom he 
would let him know his pleafure. So upon 
the king of Ifrad’s permiffion for him to fend, 
thofe ambafladors came, and by their king’s 
command, fpake thus: “ That Ahab’s riches, 

and his children, and his wives, were Benha- 
dad’s, and if he would make an agreement, 
and give him leave to take as much of what 
he had as he pleafed, he would withdraw his 
army, and leave off the fiege.” Upon this 
Ahab bid the ambaffadors to go back, and tell 
their king, that both he himfelf, and all that 
he hath, are his pofleflions. And when tliefe 
ambafladors had told this to Benhadad, he font 
to him again, and dcfired, fincc he confefled 
that all he had was his, that he would admit 
thofe fervants of his which he would fend the 
next day; and he commanded him to deliver 
to thofe. v^'hom he fliould fend, whalfoevcr, upon 
tiieir fcarching his palace, and the houles of 
his friends, and kindred, they fhould find to 
be excellent in its kind ; but that what did not 
piealc them they fhould leave to him. At this 
Iccond ambaflage of the king of Syria, Ahab 
was furprifed, and gathered together the mul¬ 
titude to a congregation,and told them, “That 
for himfelf, he was ready, for their fafety and 
peace, to give up his own wives and children 
to the enemy, and to yield to him all his own 
pofiefhons, for that was wlnit the Syrian king 
required at his lirft ambaffage; hut that now 
he dcfircs to fend his fervants to fearch all their 
houfes, and in them to leaw nothing that is 
excellent in its kind, feeking an occafion of 
fighting againft him, as knowing that I would 
not Ipare what is mine own for your fakes; 
but taking a handle from the difagreeable terms 
he ofiers concerning you, to bring a war upon 
us: However, I will do what you fliall refolve 
is fit to be done.” But the multitude advifed 
him to hearken to none of his propofals, but 
to defpife him, and be in readinefs to fight him. 
Accordingly, when he had given the ambafla¬ 
dors this anfwer to be reportedj That “ he flill 
continued in ilie mind to comply with what 
terras he at firft dcfired, for the fafety of the 
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citizens; but as for his fecond defires, he ca*.inot^ 
fubmit to them,” he difmifled them. 

2. Now when Benhadad heard this, he had 
indignation, and lent ambaffadors to Ahab the 
third time, and threatened, That “ his 
would raife a bank higher than thofe w"’ 
confidence of whofe ftrength he def' 
and that by only each man of hi'’ 
an handful of earth hercbv 
of the great number of his r lO 

affright him. Ahab anfwcre. ought 

not to vaunt himfelf when he uy put on 

his armour, but when he flioulu avc conquer¬ 
ed his enemies in the battle.” So the ambaffa- 
clors came back, and found the king at fupper 
with his thirty-two kings, and informed him 
of Ahab’s anfwer; who then immediately gave 
order for proceeding thus ; to make lines round 
the city, and raife a bulwark, and to profecute 
the fiege all manner of ways. Now as this 
was doing, Ahab was in a great agony, and all 
his people with him ; hut he took courage, and 
was freed from his fears, upon a certain pro- 
])het coming to him, and faying to him, That 
“ God had promifed to fubdue fo many ten 
j thoufands of his enemies under him.” And 
I when he enquired by whofe means the victory 
I was to he obtained, he faid, “ By the fons of 
the princes, but under thy conclu<ff, as their 
leader, by rcafon of their unlkilfulnefs [in 
war].” Upon which he called for the fons of 
the princes, and found them to be two hundred 
thirty and two perfons. So when he was in¬ 
formed that the king of Syria had beta!:cn him¬ 
felf to fcafting and repofc, he opened the gates, 
and fent out the princes fons. Now when the 
centinels told Benhadad of it, he fent fome to 
meet them, and commanded them. That “ if 
thefe men were come out for fighting;, they 
fhould bind them, and bring them to him ; and 
tliat if they carac out peaceably, they fliould 
do the lame.” Now Ahab had another army 
ready within the walls, but the. fons of the 
princes fell upon the out-guard, and flew many 
of them, and purfued the reft of them to tlw 
camp : And when the king of Ifrael faw that 
thefe had the upper hand, he fent out all lire 
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o£his army, which falling fuddenly upon 
nic Syrians, beat them, for they did not think 
they would have come out; on which account 
vas that they affaulted them when they were 
d and drunk, infomuch, that they left 
‘•mpur behind them when they fled 
m, and the king himlelf eicaped 
by flying away on horfeback: 
a great way in purfuit of the 
bfru } when he had fpoiled their camp, 

whlcli V “■•aed a great deal of w'calth, and 
moreover . ^arge quantity of gold and filver, 
lie'itrok B^enhadad’s chariots and horfes, and re¬ 
turned to thJ'city : But as the prophet told him 
he ought to have his army ready, becaufe the 
Syrian’ king would make another expedition a- 
gainft him the next year, Ahab was bufy in 
making provifion for it accordingly. 

3. Now Benhadad, when he had faved hin> 
felf, and as much of his army as he could, out 
of the battle, he confulted with his friends how 
he might make another expedition againft the 
Ilraelites. Now thofe friends advifed him not 
to light with them on the hills, becaufe their 
ilod was poicnt in fuch places, and thence it 
.ad come to pafs thattliey had very lately been 
beaten; but they faid, that if they joined battle 
with them in the plain, they flaould beat them. 
They alfo gave him this farther advice, to fend 
home thofe kings whom he had brought as his 
auxiliaries, but to retain their army, and to fet 
captains over it inflead of the kings, and to 
raife an army out of their country, and let them 

* Mr Rcland notes here very truly, that the ■word tut¬ 
ted docs not always fignify entirely naked, but fometimes 
without mens ufual armour, without their ufual robes or 
ripper garments: as when Virgil bids the hulbandman 
plough naked, and fow naked ; when Jofephus fays, Antiej. 
B. IV. chap. iii. § 2. that God had given the Jews the fc- 
c'urity of armour when they were naked; and when he 
here fays, that Ahab fell on the Syrians when fliey were 
n/tke'd and drunk when, Antiq. B. XI. chap. v. § 8. he 
fiys, that Nehemiah commanded thofe jews that were 
building the walls of Jcrufilcm, to take care to have their 
armour on upon occafion, that the enemy might not fall 
upon them naked. I may add, that the cafe feems to be 
Jtiic fame in the feripture, when it fays, that Saul lay down 
naked among the prophets, 1 Sam. xix. 24. when it fays 
that Ifaiah walked t.aked and barefoot, Ifa. xx. 2, 3. and 
wlicn it fays, tliat I’eter, before he girt his filher’s coat to 
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be in the place of the former who perifhed irt 
tlic battle, together wilb horfes, and cjiariots. 
So he judged their couufel to be good,.ami acl- 
cd according to it in the management of tlic 
army. 

4. At the beginning of the Ipring Bcnha- 
dad took his army with him, and led it againft 
tlie Hebrews ; and when he was cc)mc lo a 
certain city which was called ylphck, he pitcli- 
cd hi& camp in the great jdain. Ahab alfo 
went to meet Itiin with his army, am! pitched 
! liis camp over againft liim, although his army 
I were a very fmall one, if it were compared 
I with the enemies : But the prophet came a- 
gain to him, and told him, That “ Cod would 
' give him llie vidlory, that he might clcmonllratc 
j iiis own power lo be not only on the moun-’ 
[' tains but on the plains alfo which it feems 
i was contrary to the opinion of the Syrians, 
j So they lay c|uict in their camp feven days, but 
: on the laft of thofe days, when the enemies 
j came out of their camp, and put themfelves in 
array, in order to light, Ahab alfo brought out 
his own army, and when the battle was join¬ 
ed, and they fought valiantly, he put the ene¬ 
my <*to flight, and purfued them, and prelfcd 
upon them, and flew them; nay, they were 
dcllroyed by their own chariots, and by one 
another: nor could any more iban a few of 
them cfcapc to their own city Aphek, who 
were alfo killed by tlic walls falling upon them, 
being in number f twenty-feven tlioufand.. 

Now 

him, wr.s naked, John xxi. 7. AVlr.it i:. f.iicl of David alfo 
gives light to this, vi-ho w.is rciiroa.ched by Michal for 
dancing before the tirk, and uncevering l.imfclf- in the cses rf 
ike handmaids, as one of th^ vain jellfws JharacJuHy uiujvcr- 
etb himfelf, 2 Bam. vi. 14,—20. yet it is tiu ic ixprclsly 
faid, ver. 14. that David ovas girded tcilh a linen ighod, 1. c. 
he had laid afide his robes of Ihite, and put 011 the f.u'or- 
dotal, Leviticil, or facred garments, proper for fuch a fo- 
lemnity. 

f Jofephus’s number, two myriads andhve It tlioufand, 
agrees here with that in cur other copic-^, as thofe that 
■were flain by the falling clown oi the walls of Aplick ; 
but I fufpcclcd at lirll tiiat iliis number in Jofeplius’s prr- 
fent copies could not be his original number, huvaufe he 
calls them 01.1 cot, a ftv, which could liardly be giid of 
fo many as 27,000, and bccaufc of the imprc'b..Lility of 
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Now there were flain in this battle an hundred 
thoufand more : but Benhadad, the king of 
the Syrians, fled away, with certain others of 
his mofl faitliful fervants, and hid himfelf in 
a cellar undergroinul : And when thefc told 
him, that the kings of Il'raelwere humane and 
merciful men, and that tliey might make ufe j 
of the ufual manner of fnpplication, and obtain i 
deliverance from Ahab, in cafe he would give i 
them leave to go to liim, he gave them leave 
accordingly. So they came to Ahab, clothed 
in fackcloth, with rones about their heads 
, (for this was the ancient manner of fupplica- 
tion among the Syrians) and fliid. That “ Ben¬ 
hadad defired he would fave him, and that he 
would ever be a fervant to him for that fa¬ 
vour.” Ahab replied, “ He was glad that he 
was alive, and not hurt in the battle.” And 
tic further promifod him the fame honour and 
kindnefs that a man would Ihcw to his brother. 
So they received ailliranccs upon oath from 
him, that when he came to him he Ihould re¬ 
ceive no liarm from liiin, and then went and 
brought him out of the cellar wherein lie was 
hid, and brought liiin lo Ahab as he lat in his 
chariot. So Benhadad worfhipped him ; mnd 
Ahab gave him his liand, and made him conic 
i'p lo him into his chariot, and killed him, j 
bid him be of good Jicer, and not lo cvpeCt 
that any mifehief ihould lie done to him. So 
Benhadad rctiirncil iiini thanks, and prof'fled 
lint lie would rememher his kindnei’s to him 
all tlic days of Ids life ; and promifed he would | 
rellore thoil; cldcs of the Ifraelites which the 
f u-uKT kings had taken I'rorn them, and grant 
tliat lie llumid have leave to come to Da- 

I 

the f,;li (tf a pir'icuiar v.,ll killing fo mnnyj yet w1k-ii I I'; 
coniii'cr |i)fcphtK'; ir \t vards, lunv tlic rdl wiiicli wsre e 
■'i.iin in the battle weie / •; oiher nrj-.-lads, tli.it 27,000 tire 
t el /■'■tc ia Jii rf ioD,ooo; nml th.il it was not ■ 

.7‘7in ciiir l',ni.Oidi veinoi, but/.h’‘^e.;//, or//’C i 7 /i‘/re 
Mo.’s of ihe (.iiv, ill,It ilil (lov.’u, as in aJi tiic origlii.ils. 

' This rni'pn ’i- of r,’evi!ie.i'.ion for mens lives among * 
the Syiia'i,:, wiib ropes .jv baiters .ibout their beiuls, or , 
n,’. ks, is, i f'.ippofe, no I'tirtage thing in later age;, even in 
I •t ’ own ' outit! V. !' 

j- it i.. here re..i.;rk.-.!>lo, ihit ia jofephus’s ropy this pro- jj 
i.int, v.'hol'e fevere deaimeiiicion of a difobcdiciit perfon’s ij 
li.'u ;hi r bv a I''n h'd kCelv oome to pafs, wlio wa;'. no t, 
' ■ t!, tire 1 m of Imiali, who, as he now !’ 
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mafeus, as his forefathers had to come tio 
maria. So they confirmed their covciiants by 
oaths, and Ahab made him many prefents, 
and fent him back to his own kingdom. And 
this was the conclufion of the war that Benha¬ 
dad made againfl: Ahab and the Iffael'tes. 

5. But a certain prophet, whofe ii-rmc wa: 
■|' Micarah, came to one of the Ifraelites, a m 
bid him finite liim on the head, for by fo ..o- 
ing he would pleafe God ; but wlicii be would 
not do fo, lie foretold to him, iliat fiiice be 
difobeyed the commands of God, he Ihoiik' 
meet with a lion, and be deflrov' J by luni.. 
When that fad accident bad befallen the man, 
the prophet came again to another, and gave 
him the fame injundlion ; fo he fmotc him, 
and wounded his fkull : upon whicli he hound 
up his head, and came to tlie king, and told 
him, that he had been a foldicr of his, and had 
the cuflody of one of the prifoners committed 
to him by an officer, and that the prifoner be¬ 
ing run away, be was in danger of lofing his 
own life by the means of that officer, who had 
threatened him, that if the jirifoner eieaped, lu 
would kill him. And when Ahab had faid.. 
that he woidd juflly die, he took off the bind¬ 
ing about his head, and was known by the king 
to be Micaiah the ju-ophet, who made ufe oi 
this artifice as a prelude to his following words i 
For he faid. That “ God would punifli him, who 
had fuffered Benhadad, a blaiphemcr againff 
him, to cfcapc punillimcnt ; and that he would 
fo bring it about, that he Ihould die by the 
other’s means, and his people i)y the other’s 
i army.” Upon which Aliab was very angry 

at 

itciiouiiccd God’s judgment on difohedient Aliah, ft’cmi, 
directly to liavc been that very prophet wlioin tlie faair 
Ahab in i Kings xxii. o, 18. comiiliins of, as one 'whom I t 
hatedy hee,::,/e he did not pi'Ophrfy good lOnceriung hnn but evil, 
and v.dvo in iliat ehapler openly repeats l.ir. denunciation;, 
.ig.iinfl him; .ill \vliich came (o pafs accordingly : nor is 
there any reah.n to doubt but tins arid the i'ornicr were 
the very fame prophet. 

1 W liat is inoil'reni:irkable in tins liillory, and in many 
Iiifloric', on. other occafions in the ()i<l 'rdlament, is tin ', 
that during itie Jewlfli rbeoc'r.u:y Cc'd u;5ied eiuiri.lv a? the 
fiiprcme king oi Ifrael, and lupreme general of tlicir ar¬ 
mies, and always exnccled tliat die Ifraelites fliould be in 

fed. 
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at tkc prophet, and gave command that'he 
’fhoulci^be put in prifon, and there kept: But 
for himfclf, he was in confufion at the words of 
Micaiah, and returned to his own hoxife. 


CHAP. XV. 

C^/terning "Jehofinphat^ the King of fenfa- \ 
’.‘■m ; and i. ozv Ahab tnade an Expedition ' 
atrainf the Syrians, and %vas ajjifed therein \ 
by JehoJf.^aphat, but -was himfelf overcome in 
, Battle, andycrijhcd therein. 

§ I. /\ thefe were the circumflances in 
which Ahab was. But 1 now re¬ 
turn to Jehofliaphat, the king of Jerufalcm, who 
when he had augmented his kingdom, and had 
fet garrifons in the cities of tiie country belong¬ 
ing to his fubjedls, and had put fuch garrifons 
no lefs Jnto thofe cities which were taken out 
of tlie tribe of Ephraim, by his grandfather 
Abijah, when Jeroboam reigned over the ten 
tribes [than he did into the other] : But then he 
had God favourable and affifting to him, as be¬ 
ing both righteous, and religious, anti fecking 
to do fomewhat every day that Ihould be agree¬ 
able and acceptable to God. Tlic kings alfo 
that were round about him honoured him with 
the prefents they made hhn, till the riches that 
he had acquired were immenfely great, and 
the glory he had gained was of a mold exalted 
nature. 

2. Now, in the third year of his reign, he 
called together the rulers of the country, and 
the priefls, and commanded them to go round 
the land, and teach all the people that were 
under him, city by city, the laws of Moles, 
and to keep them, and to be diligent in the 
worlhip of God. With this the whole multi¬ 
tude was fo pleafed, that they were not fo eag¬ 
erly fet upon, or affedlcd with any thing fo 
much, as the obfervation of the laws. The 
neighbouring nations alfo continued to love Jc- 
hoflraphat, and to be at peace with him. The 

"Tucli ahfoUitc ftihj( iSlion to him, their fupreme and heaven¬ 
ly King, and General of ^leir armies, as fubjedls and fo!- 
^.iers are to their earthly kings and generals, and that ufu- 


295 

Philiftines pfid their appointed tribute, and the 
Arabians fupplied him every year wilh three 
hundred and lixty lambs, and as man)yKids of the 
goats. He alfo fortified the great cixics, which 
Were many in number, and of great t ■ requeuce. 
He prepared alfo a mighty army of foltliers 
and weapons againh their enemies. Now the 
army of men that wore their armour was three 
hundred thoufand of the tribe of |u(lah, of 
whom Adnah was the chief; but |ohn was 
chief of two hundred thoufand. The fame 
man was chief of the tribe of Benjamin, and 
had two hundred thoufand archers under hiin. 
There w^as another chief, v^hofe name was > 
j hozahady who had an hundred and lourfeore 
I thoufand armed men. This multitude was dif- 
1 tributed to he ready for the king’s Icrvicc, bc- 
fidcs thofe whom he fent to the bell fortified 
cities. 

j 3. Jehoshaph AT took lor hlh fon Jehoram 
to wife, the daughter of Ahab, the king of the 
ten tribes, wliol'c name was Athaliah. And 
when, after fome time, he went lo Samari,!, 

, Ahab received him courteoully, and treated the 
army that followed him in a lj)lendid manner, 
wilh great plenty of corn, and vrine, and of llaiu 
beads; and dcfircd that he would jcin with 
him in his war againft the king of Syria, that 
he might recover from him the city Kamoth, 
in Gilead ; I'or though it liad belonged to bis 
father, yet had the king of Syria’s father taken 
it away from him; and upon Jeholhaphat’s 
promilo to afford him bis aluftaiirc (for indeed 
his army was not inferior to the others) and 
his fending for his .army from jerufalcm to Sa¬ 
maria, the two kings went out of the city, and 
each of them fat on his own throne, and each 
gave their orders to their fevcral armies. Now 
jehofliaphat bid them call foinc ol the pro¬ 
phets, if tlierc were any there, and cinjuire of 
them concerning this expedition againd the king 
of Syria, whether they would give them coimfei 
to make that expcditlan at this time ; for there 

was 

ally without knowing the particular rcafonG of tlitir in- 
jutuflions. 

4 E 
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was peace at that time between Ahab and the 
king ,of^ Syria, which had lafted three years, 
from ihcvtime he had taken him captive till 
that day. 

4. So Ahab called his own prophets, being in 
number about four hundred, and bid them en- 
cjuirc of God, whether he would grant him the 
vidory, if he made an expedition againft Benha- 
uad, and enable him to overthow that city, for 
whofe fake it was that he was going to war. 
Now thefe prophets gave tlieir counfcl for 
making this expedition; and faicl, That “ he 
would beat the king of Syria, and, as former¬ 
ly, would reduce him under his power.” But 
Jehofliaphat, underltanding by their words that 
they were fall'e prophets, afked Ahab, whether 
there were not foinc other prophet, and he be¬ 
longing to the true God, that we may have 
furer information concerning futurities ? Here¬ 
upon Ahab fald, “ d'here was indeed fucli an 
one, but that he hated him, as having pro- 
phefied evil to him, and having foretold that 
he iliould be overcome, and fiain by the king 
of Syria, and that for this caufe 'he had him 
now In prifon, and that his name was Micaiah^ 
the fon of Imlah.” But upon jehofhaphat’s 
defire that he might be ])roducecl, Ahab fent 
an eunuch, who brought Micaiah to him. 
Now the eunuch had informed him by the 
way, that all the other j)rophets had foretold 
that the king Ihould gain the vidory ; but he 
laid, That “if. was not lareful for him to lie 
againft God, but that he mull fpeak what he 
fiiould fay to him about the king, wllatfocvcr 
it were.” When he came to Ahab, and he 
had adjured him upon oath, to fpeak the truth 
to him, he faid. That “God had flrewn to 
him the Ifraelites running away, and purftied 
by the Syrians, and dlfperfcd upon the moun¬ 
tains by them, as are flocks of Iheep difperfed 
when their fhepherd is flaln.” He faid farther', 
'fhat “ God fignified to him, that tliofe Ifrael- 

Thefe reafoniiigs of Zedekiah die falfe prophet, in 
order to perfuade Ahab not to believe Micaiah the true pior 
phet, are plaufible; but being omitted in our other copies, 
we cannot now tcJl whence Jofephus had them, whether 
{torn his own temple-copy, from fome other original au- 
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ites fliould I'cturn in peace to their own home, 
and that he only fhould fall in the battle.” 
When Micaiah had thus fpoken, Ahab faid to 
jehofhaphat, “ I told thee a little while ago the 
dlfpofition of the man with regard to me. ' 
that he ufes to prophefy evil to rry.” 
which Micaiah replied, That “ ’ 
hear all, whatfoever it be, 
and that in particular, t’ / 

that encouraged him to 1 .nope 

ofvidory; whereas he m .a be. kill¬ 

ed.” Whereupon the kii as in fufpenfc 
with himfclf: but Zedekiah, one of th ofc lail'e 
prophets came near, and exhorted' him not to 
hearken to Micaiah, for he did not at all fpeak 
truth ; as a demonftration f)f which, he in- 
llanccd in what * Elijah had faid, who was a 
better prophet in foretelling futurities than Mi¬ 
caiah ; for he foretold, That “ the dogs Ihould 
lick his blood in the city Jezrecl, in the field 
of Naboth, as they licked the blood of Naboth, 
who by his means was there floned to death by 
the multitude : that therefore it was plain that 
this Micaiah was a liar, as contradifting a great¬ 
er prophet than himfelf, and faying, that he 
would be flain at three days journey diftance: 
And [faid he] you fhall foon know whether 
he be a true prophet, and hath the power of 
the Divine Spirit; for I will finite him, and 
let him then hurt my hand as Jadon caufed 
the hand of Jeroboam the king to wither, when 
he would have caught him ; for 1 fuppofa 
thou haft certainly heard of that accident.” 
j So when, upon his fmiting Micaiah, no harm 
happened to him, Ahab took courage, and rea¬ 
dily led bis army againft the king of Syria; for^ 
as I fuppofe, fate was two hard for him, and 
made liim believe that the falfe prophets fpako 
truer than the true one, that it might take an 
occafion of bringing him to his end. How¬ 
ever, Zedekiah made horns of iron, and faid to 

■ Ahab, 

tliot, or from certain ancient notes. That fome fuch 
plaufible objeftion was now raifed againft Micaiah is vert 
likely; otherwife Jcholliaplrat, who ufed to dift>elieve all 
fuch falfe prophets, could never have been induced to 
accompany Ahab in tliefe defperate circumllaaccs.. 
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; Wiat “ God made thofe horns fignals, 
that b^them he fhould ovei'throw all Syria.” 
But Micaiah replied, That “ Zedekiah, in a 
•few days, fhould go from one fecret chamber 
•mf^her to hide himfelf, that he might efcape 
’ffinient of his lying.” Then did the 
•ler that they fhould take Micaiah 
’ him to Amon, the governor 
,e him nothing but bread 

I Ahab, and Jehofhaphal the 
Jen, eiji, take their forces, and march¬ 
ed t 3 ’f 5 ‘;.'r''ith, a city of Gilead ; and when the 
king of Syria heard of this expedition, he 
brought out his army to oppofc them, and 
pitclied his camp not far from Ramoth. Now 
Ahab and Jehofhaphat had agreed, that *Ahab 
fliould lay afide his royal yohes, but that the 
king of jcrufalem diould put on his [Ahab’s] 
proper habit, and ftand before the army, in 
order to difapprove, by this artifice, what Mi- 
caiah had foretold : But Ahab’s fate found him 
It without his robes; for Benhadad, the king 
I Affyria, hail charged' his army, by the means 
'f their commanders, to kill nobody elfe, but 
mly the king of Ifrael. So when the Syrians, 
upon their joining battle with the Ifraelites, 
faw jehofhaphat Itand before the army, and 
conjedlured that he was Ahab, they fell vio¬ 
lently upon him, and encompafled him round ; 
but when they were near, and knew that it 
was not he, they all returned hack ; and while 
the fight lafted from the morning light till late 
in the evening, and the Syrians were conquer¬ 
ors, they killed nobody, as their king had com¬ 
manded them : And when they fought to kill 
Ahab alone, but could not find him, there was 

* This reaciing of fofephus, that Jehofhaphat put on 
not his own, but Ahab’s robes, in order to appear to be 
Ahab, while Ahab was without an;r robes at all, and 
hoped thereby to efcape his own evil fate, and difprovc 
Micaiah’s prophecy again It him, is exceeding probable. 
It gives great light alfo to this whole hidory; and fliews, 
that although Aliab hoped jehofliaphat would be miftakcii 
for lum, and run the only rilk of being fhiin in the battle, 
yet was He entirely difappointed, while dill the efcape of 
Uie good man Jehothaphat, and the flaughter of the bad 
man Ahab, demondrated the great diitindilion that Divine 
Providence made betwixt them. 



a yovmg nobleman belonging to king Benhadad, 
whole name was Naama/t; he drew^ia bow 
againft the enemy, and woundedy^hd king 
through his breaft-platc in his lungs. Upon 
this, Ahab refolved not to make his mifcluince 
known to his army, left they fhould run away ; 
but he bid the driver of his chariot to turn it 
hack, and carry him out of the battle, bccaiife 
he was forely and mortally wounded : How¬ 
ever, he fat in his chariot, and endured the 
pain till fun-fet, and then he fainted away, and 
died. 

6 . Amd now the Syrian army, upon the 
coming on of the night, retired to their camp, 
and when the herald belonging to the camp 
I gave notice, that Ahab was dead, they return- 
i ed home: and they took the dead body of 
; Ahab to Samaria, and buried it there ; but 
I when they had wafhed his chariot in the foun- 
I tain of Jezreel, wlilch was bloody with the 
dead body of the king, they acknowledged that 
the prophecy of Elijah w'as true; for the clogs 
licked his blood, and the harlots continu^ 
afterward to wafh themfclves in that fountain ; 
Imt ftlll he died at Ramoth, as Micaiah had 
foretold. And as what things were "f foretold 
fhould happen to Ahab by the two prophets 
came to pafs, we ought thence to have high 
notions of God, and every where to honour 
and worfliip him, and never to fuppofe that 
what is pleafant and agreeable is worthy of be¬ 
lief before Vv'hat is true, and to eftcem nothing 
more advantageous than the gift of prophecy, 
and that foreknowledge of future events, 
which is derived from it, fince God flicws men 
thereby what •u'e ouglit to avoid. Wc may 

alfo 

f We have here a very wife rtfle^fion of Jofepluis, 

I about Divine Providence, and what is derived fiom it,, 

, prophecy-^ and the inevitable certainty of its aecoinplilh- 
, ment; a»»d- that wlicn wicked men think they take pro- 
! per'methods to elude what is ticnounoed againil tliein, 

I and to efcape the divine judgments thereby tincatene<l 
I them, without repentance, they arc ever by Protidence 
infatuated to bring about theirowii deflru£lion, and (herchy 
W'itlial to demoiiftrate the perfedi veracity of tli.U (I’od,. 
whofe p.redi^Iioas they in vain endeavoured to elude.. 
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alfo guefs from what happened to this king, 
and ha>-e reafon to confider the power of fate, 
that tlici'ti. is no way of avoiding it, even when 
wc know it. It creeps upon human fouls, and 
flatters them with pieafmg hopes, till it leads 
them about to the place whence It wnll be too 
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hard for them. Accordingly Ahab ap3/cars to 
have been deceived thereby, till he difbcllcvcd 
thofe that foretold his defeat, hr' by giving 
credit to fuch as foretold what wr. grateful to 
him, was flain ; and his fon Ahazi^ii Ihccecdv 
cd him. 


BOOK IX. 

Containing the Interval of One Hundred and Fifty fever ddedrs. 

[From the Death of Ahab to the Captivity of the Ten Tribes.] 


C II A I\ I. 

Concerning gehojhapbat again; how he con- 
Jlitutcd yudges^ and^ by God's Jljjljiancc^ 
overcame bis Enemies. 

§ THEN Jchofliaphat the king w^as 

y Y come to Jerufalcm, from the af- 
fiflancche had afforded Ahab, the 
king of Ifrael, wdien be fought with Benhadad, 
king of Syria, the prophet Jehu met him, and 
accufed him for affifling Ahab, a man both im¬ 
pious and wicked ; and faid to. him. That “■ God 
was difpleafed with him for fo tloing, but that 
he delivered him from the enemy notwithftand- 
ing he had Imned, becaufe of his own proper 
dilpohtion, wliich was good.” Whereupon 
the king betook himfelf to thankfgivlngs and ! 
facrifices to God ; after which lie prefcntly 
went over all that country which he ruled 
round about, and taught the peoi)ie, as well 
the laws which God gave them by Mofes, and 
that religious w'orfhip that was due to him. 
He alfo conftituted judges in every one of the 
cities of 1‘iis kingdom; and charged them “ to 
have regard to nothing fo much in jutiging the 
raidtitnde as to d.) jullice, and not to lie mov- 

* Thcfe ji'ilgc.s, conflifutccl bjr Jeliofluiphat, werr a 
Kind ot Jctuf.'.iein biahtstTi n, nut of the pridls, the L'.-- 
v.'ics, and the princij-al of the,people, both here .aid. 


ed by bribes, nor by the dignity of men emi¬ 
nent for cither their riches, or their high birth, 
but to diflribute juftice equally to all, as know¬ 
ing that God is confeious of every feeret adlion 
of theirs.” When he had himfelf inftrudicd 
them thus, and gone over every city of the 
twm tribes, he returned to jerufalcm. He 
there alfo conflituted * judges out of the priefts, 
and the Levites, and principal perfons of the 
multitude, and admoniflted them to pafs all 
their fentences with care and juftice : And that 
if any of the people of his country had difler- 
ences of great confequence, they fhould fend 
them out of the other cities to thefe judges, 
who would be obliged to give righteous fenten¬ 
ces concerning fuch caufes, and this with the 
greater care, becaufe it is proper that the fen- 
tenccs which arc given in that city wherein the 
temple of God is, and wherein the king dwells, 
be given with great care, and the utmoft juf- 
ticc. Now he fet over them Arnaria the prieft, 
and Zebadiah [both] of the tribe of Judah: and 
after this manner it was that the king ordered 
thel'e affairs. 

2. About the fame time the Moabites and 

Am- 

2 C!ir. xi\. 5) much like tiic obi Cbriftiaii ju Ii' .atures of 
the bilhop, the preibyters, '■be deacons, and ih-: people- 
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AmuWmmes made an expedition againft Jeho- 
Ihaph^, and took with them a great body of 
Arabians, and pitched their camp*at Engedi, a 
city that is fituate. at the lake Afphaltitis,, and 
tljree hundred furlongs from Jeru&lem. 
In that grows the beft Mnd of palm-trees, 
and the opobalfam. Now Jehoftiaphat heard 
, ihav the enei lies had pafled over the lake, and 
hari jnade an I'^ruption into that country which 
Jjj^longtd to his kingdom ; at which news he 
waWffrighieJ, and called the people of Jeru- 
falem' to a congregation in the temple, and 
ftandiu^--"'cr againft the temple itfelf, he call¬ 
ed upon Lrod, “To afford him power and 
ftrength, fo as to inflict punilhment on thofe 
that made this expedition againft them ; for 
that thofe who built this his temple had pray¬ 
ed, that he would prote<ft that city, and take 
vengeance on thofe that were fo bold as to 
come againft it; for they are come to take from 
us that land which thou haft given us for a 
pofTeflion,” When he had prayed thus, he 
fell into tears; and the whole multitude, to¬ 
gether with their wives and children, made 
their fupplications alfo: Upon which, a cer¬ 
tain prophet, Jahaziel by name, came into the 
midft of the alTembly, and cried out, and 
fpake both to the multitude and to the king. 
That “ God heard their prayers, and promifed 
to fight againft their enemies.” He alfo gave 
order, that the king fhould draw his forces out 
the next day; for that he fhould find them be- 
between Jerufalem and the afeent of Engedi, at 
a place called the Eminence ; and that he fhould 
not fight againft them, but only ftand ftiil, and 
fee how God would fight againft them. When 
the prophet had faid this, both the king and the 
multitude fell upon their faces, and gave thanks 
to God, and worfhipped him; and the Levites 
continued finging hymns to God with their in- 
ftfuments of mufic. 

3. As foon as it was day, and the king was 
come into that wildernefs which was under the 
city of Tekoa, he faid to the multitude, That 

* Concerning this precious balhim, fee the note on 
Antiq. B. VIII. chap. vi. J 6. 

f What are liere P^ntus and Thract, as the places whi- 


“ they ought to give credit to what the pro¬ 
phet had faid, and not to fet themfclw^s in ar¬ 
ray for fighting; but to fet the p^fts, with 
their trunipets, and the i.evites, with the fing¬ 
ers of hymns, to give thanks to God, as hav¬ 
ing already delivered our country from oirr 
enemies.” This opinion of the king plcafed 
[the people]; and they did what he advil'ed 
them to do. So God caufed a terror and a 
commotion to arife among the Ammonites, 
who thought one another to he enemies, and 
flew one another, infomuch, that not one man 
out of fo great an army efcaped : And when 
Jehofhaphat looked upon that yalley wherein 
their enemies had been encamped, and faw it 
I full of dead men, he rejoiced at fo furprifing 
I an event, as was this alfiftance of God ; while 
he himfelf, by his own power, and without 
their labour, had given them the victory. He 
alfo gave his army leave to take the prey of the 
enemies camp, and to fpoil their dead bodies ; 
and indeed\fo they did for three days together, 
till they were weary, fo great was the number 
of the flain ; and on the fourth day, all the 
people were gathered together unto a certain 
j hollow placn or valley, and hlefted God for hi;, 
power and a'fliftance, from which the place 
- had this name given it, Ibe valley of \_Bera~ 
chah or] blefiny. 

4. And w'hcn the king had brought his ar¬ 
my back to Jerufalem, he betook himfelf to 
celebrate feftivals, and oft'Cr facrificcs, and this 
for many days. And, indeed, after this de- 
ftrudlion of their enemies, and when it came 
to the ears of the foreign nations, they w'ere 
all greatly affrighted, as fuppoling that God 
would openly fight for him hereafter. So Je¬ 
hofhaphat from that time lived in great glory 
and fplendor, on account of his lightcoufnels 
and his piety tow'ards God. He was allfo in 
friendlbip with Ahab's fon, who was king of 
Ifrael; and he joined vnth him in the building 
of (hips, that were to fail to f Pontus, and the 

' traffic- 

ther Jcholhaphat’s fleet failed, are in pur other ropic; 
QfAir and Taijhtjh, and the place whence it failed is in 

tlnra 

4 F 
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traffic-cities of Thrace ; but he failed of his 
gains, f^r the fhips were deftroyed by being 
ib great '{and unwieldy] ; on which account 
he was no longer concerned about' fhipping. 
And this is the hiftory of Jehoihaphat, the 
king of Jerufalem, 


C H A P. Ih 

Concerning Ahaeziab, the King of Ifrael; and 
again^ concerning the Prophet Elijah, 

\ I. \ N D now Ahaziah, the fon of Ahab, 
reigned over Ifrael, and made his 
abode in Samar'ia. He was a wicked man, 
and, in all rel'peQs, like to both his parents, 
and.to Jeroboam, who firft of all tranfgrclfed 
andbegan to deceive the people. On the fecond 
year of hre reign, the king of Moab fell off 
ii?om his obedience, and left off paying thofe 
tributes which he before payed to his father 
Ahab. Now it happened that Ahaziah, as he 
was coming down from the top of his houfe, 
down from it, and in his ficknefs fent to 
the * Fly, which was the god of Ekron, for 
that was the god’s name, to enquiare about his 
recovery: But the God of the Hebrews ap¬ 
peared to Elijah the prophet, and commanded 
him to go and meet the meffengers that were 
teat, anti to alk them, “ Whether the people 

Eziotnythir, mIiIcL liyon tlso Red Sea, wdience it 
was inipofiiiiie lor any fliips to fai) to Pontus or Thrace ; 
fo that Jofephiis’s copy difi'ered from our other copies, as 
is faitlier plam from his own words, which render what 
we read, that th fljips ivere brehn at E-zmigchfr, from thetr 
unwieldy great!.f. But fo far wc may conclude, that 
jefephus thouc^Jit one Ophlr to be fame wheie in the Me¬ 
diterranean, and nor in the South Sea, though perhaps 
there might be another Opjiir in that South Seaalfo, and 
(hat fleets might then fail both from Phenkia and from 
the Red Sea, to fetch the gold of Ophir. 

* This god of y?/Vj'feems to have been fo called, as was 
the like god among the Greeks, from his fuppofed power 
over flies, in d-ilvlng thtm away from tiie floflt of their, 
facrifices, which ocherwife wuld have been very troublc- 
fome to them. 

f It is commoniy efleerned a very cruel adtion of E- 
lijah’s, when he called for fire from.heaven, andtonfumed 
no fewer th.an two captains and an himArcd foldiers 5 and 
this, for no other crime than obeying the or'ders of their 
king, in attempting to feize him: and it is owned by our 


0 B. T H E J 1 m 

of Ifrael had not a God of their _ 

the king feiit to a foreign go4 to about 

his recoveiy ? and to bid them ne^n and tell 
the king, that he would not fifcape this d' 
eafe.” And when Elijah had perfonpeA* 
God had commanded him, and the--^-: 
had heard what he faid, they returr 
king ; and when the V 


ed how they ^ could return fo fi* 
them the reafon of it, they a 

certain man met them, and Wgo 

on any farther, but to rctu . thee, 

from the command of the Gou rif, that 

this difeafe will have a bad end.' And when 


the king bid them deferibe the man that faid 
this to them, they replied. That “ he was an 
hairy man, and was girt about with a girdle of 
leather.” So the,king underilood by this that 
the man who was deferibed by the meflengers 
was Elijah ; whereupon he fent a captain to 
him, with fifty foldiers, and commanded thern 
to bring Elijah to him : And when the captain 
that was fent found Elijah fitting upon the top 
of an hill, he commanded him to come down, 
and to come to the king, for fo had he enjoin¬ 
ed ; but that in cafe he refufed, they would 
carry him by force. Elijah faid to him, “ That 
you may have a trial whether I be a true pro¬ 
phet, I will pray that f fee may fall from 

heaven,. 

Saviour, that it was an inflaiice of greater feverity 
than the fpirit of the New Teftament allows, Luke ix. 

But then we muft confider, tllift it is not unlikely th.it 
thefe captains and foldiers believed that they were fent to 
fetch the prophet, that he-roiglrt be put to death for fore¬ 
telling the death of the king, and this while they knew liim 
to be the prophet of the true God, the fupreme King of 
Ifrael (for they vi’ere ftill under the theocracy) which was 
no lefs than impiety, rebellion, and treafon, in the high- 
eft degree ; Nor wou^d the command of a fubaltcrn, or 
inferior captain, contradifling the coHHnands of the gene¬ 
ral, when the captain and the foldienslwith knew it to be fo, 
as I fuppofe, juilify or excufe fuchgrofs rebellion and dif- 
obedience in foldiers at this day. Accordingly, when Saul 
commanded his guards to flay Ahiraclcch, and the priefts 
at Nob, they knew it to be an unlawful command, and 
\»'0.iild not obey it, t Sam. xxii. 17. From which cafes 
both officers and foldiers may dcarp, that the commanefST 
their leaders or kings cannot juftify or excufe them in 
doing what is wicked in the figiit of Gtod, or in fighting in 
an anjuft caufc, when they kjww it fo to be. 
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elf.’ 


deftroy both the foldiers and him- 
oo he prayedi and a whirlwind of fire 


’“II (from heaven] and deftroyed the captain, 
‘hofe that Were with him. And when the 
.informed of the deftruftion of thefe 
very angry, and lent another 
*he like number of armed men 
' ’•e. And when this captain 
lb.. '^rophet, that unlefs he 

^aJbc V "cord he would take 

liin^rd c. , upon hiS- prayer a- 

^ainfl: him, ii. om heaven] flew this 

:aptaia\i ' tjl as other. And when upon 
enquiry the king was informed of what hap¬ 
pened to him, he fent out a third captain. 
But when this captain, who was a wife man, 
ind of a mild dilpolition, came to that place 
where Elijah happened to be, and fpake civilly 
to him ; and faid, That “ he knew that it was 
without his own confent, and only in- fubmif— 
'•''n to the king’^8 command, that he came to 
1; and that thofe that came before, did not 
ne willingly, but on the fame account: He 
erefore delired him to have pity on thofe 
tied men that were with him ; and that he 
would come down and follow him to the 
king.” So Elijah accepted of his difcreet 
words and courteous behaviour, and came 
down and followed him. And when he came 
to the king, he prophefied to him, and told him, 
That “ God faid, fince thou haft defpifed him 
as not being God, and fo unable to foretel 
the truth about thy diftemper, but haft fent to 
the god of Ekron, to enquire of him what will 
be the end of this thy diftemper, know this, 
that thou (halt die.” ‘ 

2. Accordingly the king in a very little 
time died, as Elijah had foretold ; but Jehoram 
his brother fuccccded him in the kingdom, for 
he. died without children : But for this Jehoram 
he was like his father Ahab in wickednefs, and 
reigned twelve years, indulging himfelf in all 
ibrts of wickednefs and impiety towards God ; 
for leaving off his worfhip, he worfhipped 
ft/ffeign gods; but in other refpe<fts he was an 
a<ftivc man. Now at this time it w^as that E- 
lijah difappe.ir..d from among men, and no one 


) knows of his death to this very day ybut he 
left behind him hi? difciple Elifha, a^Ave have 
formerly declared. And indeed, as to Elijah, 
and as to Enoch, who was before the deluge, 
it is written in the facred books that they dil’ap- 
peared, but fo that nobody knew that they 
died. >*' 


C H A P. IIL 

How yoram and yehofiaphat made an Expedi¬ 
tion againjl the Moabites: As alfo (Oinern- 
ing the Won den of EUfsa ; and the Death of 
yehofsaphat, 

§ I. '^'TTI-IEN Joram had taken upon him 
VV the kingdom, he determined to 
make an expedition againft the king of Moab, 
wdiofe name was Mcfja; for as- wq told you 
before, he was departed from his obedience 
to his brother [Ahaziah] while he paid to 
his father Ahab two hundred thoufand fheep, 
with their fleeces of wo( 3 l. When, therefore, 
he had gathered his own army together, he 
fent alfo to Jeholhaphat, and intreated him, 
that fmcc he had from the beginning been a 
friend to his father, he would alfift him in the 
war that he was entering into againft the Moab¬ 
ites, who had departed from their obedience ; • 
who not only himfelf promifed to aflift him,, 
but would alfo oblige the king of Edom, who 
was under his authority, to make tire fame ex¬ 
pedition alfo. When Joram had received thefe 
affurances of afllftance from jeholhaphat, he 
took his army with him, and came to j- rufa- 
lem: and when he had been fumptuoully vu- 
tertained by the king of Jerufaiem, i; \sa‘. re* 
■folvediupon by them to take their march a/eiiiii 
their enemies throui^h the wildcrnds of i d(un - 
And when they had taken a comjvds ol i, ecu 
days journey, thev were in diftrefs for veaut c>f 
water for the •cattle, and for the army, IVora 
the mlftake of tJieir roads hy the guides tiiat 
condudled them, infomuch, that they were ail 
in an agony, cfpecially Joram; and ciied to 
God, by reafoa of their lorrow, a d [defr.cl 

t- 
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to know] what wickednefs had beein commit¬ 
ted by tnem, that induced him to deliver three 
kings tog^her, without fighting, unto the king 
of Moab ? But Jehoihaphat, who was a righte¬ 
ous man, encouraged him, and bid him fend 
to the camp, and know whether any prophet 
of God was come along with them, that We 
might by him learn from God what we fhould 
do. And when one of the fervants of Joram 
faid, that he had feen there Eliflra, the fon of 
Shaphat, the difciple of Elijah, the three kings 
went to him, at the intreaty of Jeholhaphat: 
and w'hen they were come at the prophet’s tent, 
which tent was pitched out of the camp, they 
alked him, “ What would become of the army ?” 
and Joram was particularly very prefling with 
him about it. And when he replied to him. 
That “ he fhould not trouble him, but go to his 
father's and mother’s prophets, for they [to be 
fure] were true prophets,” he ftill defirecl him 
to prophefy, and to fave them. So he fwore 
by .God, that he would nOt aiifwer him, un- 
1^3 it were on account of Jeholhaphat, who 
was an holy and righteous man ; and when, at 
his defire, they brought him a man that could 
play dn the pfaltery, the Divine Spirit came 
upon him, as the mufic played, and he com¬ 
manded them to dig many trenches in the val¬ 
ley ; for, faid he, “ Though there appear neU 
thcr cloud, nor wind, nor ftorm ,of rain, ye 
fhall fee this river full of water, till the army 
and the cattle be faved for you by drinking of 
it: Nor will this be all the favour that you 
ihall receive from God, but you lhall alfo over¬ 
come you enemies, and take the bell and 
•flrongcfl: cities of the Moabites, and you fhall 
* cut down their fruit trees, and lay wafte their 
country, and flop up their fountains and rivers.” 

2 . When the prophet* had laid this, the 
nevt day, before the fan was rifen, a great te.r- 
rent ran flrongly : lor God had caufed it to 
rain very plentifully at the "diljtaiice of three 

* TI prartice ofeuttin':; doit'll,t)r pluctinw up by the I' 
ri ots the fruit trcf was forbidden, even in ordiiury w-tr, 
by t!ie law of Molls, Dcut. xx. 19, 20. and only alloved i, 
by C*od, in this particular cafe, wlren the Moabites v etc 
to be puniflied and cut off in an extraordinary manner for [j 
ibeii wickednefs. See Ter. xlviii. 11. 12. 17. and manv *1 


days journey in Edom, fd that the tarry and 
the cattle found water to drirfle in abundance. 
But when the 'Moabites heard that the three 
kings were coming upon them,'and made their 
approach through the wUderriefs, the ’Jug of 
Moab gathered his army together p efemly: 
and Commanded them to pitch their 'amp upon 
the mountains, that when the enemies Ihould' 
j attempt to enter their country, they might iiot 
be concealed from them. But wh^n at Ifbc 
j rifing of th^f fim they faw the water in the tor- 
i rent, for it was not far from the land of Moab, 

! and that it Was of the colour of b ’ - ' (for at 

, fuch a time the water efpecially looks red, by 
! the Ihining of the fun upon it) they formed a 
falfe notion of the.ftate of their enemies, as if 
they had flain. one another for thirft ; and that 
the river ran with their blood. However, fup- 
pofing that this was the cafe, they defired their 
king would fend them out to fpoil their ene- 
mfles ; whereupon they all went in hafte, as to 
an advantage already gained, and came to the 
enemies camp, as fuppofing them deftroyed al¬ 
ready. But their hope deceived them; for as 
their enemies flood round about them, fome of 
them were cut to pieces, and others of them 
were difperfed, and fled to their own country. 
And when the kin^ fell into the land of 
Moab, they overthreW^he cities that were in 
it, and fpoiled their' fields, and marred them, 
filling them with ftones out of the'^brooks, and 
cut .down the heft of their trees, and flopped 
up their fountains of water, and overthrew 
their walls to their foundations. But the king 
of Moab, when he was purfued, endured a 
I fiege, and feeing his city in danger of being 
overthrown by force, made a fally, and went 
out with feven hundred men, in order to break 
through the enemies camp, with his horfemen, 
on that fide where the watch feemed to be 
kept raoft negligently ; and when, upon trial, 

he 

tlie like prophecies againft them. Nothing could there¬ 
fore juflify this praftice but a particular commiffion 
God by his prophet, as in the prefent cafe, which was 
ever a fulBcicnt warrant for breaking any fuch ritual or 
ceremonial law udiatfoever. 
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he o<>wItI^not get away, for he light upon a 
place Htat was carefully watched, he returned 
into the city, and did a thing that (hewed de- 
fpair, and the utmoft diftrefs; for he took his 
eldeft^op, who was to reign after him, and 
lifting, Vir-up upon the wall, that he might 
be vifihrK,to all the enemies, he offered him 
as a whole ntf^nt-offering to God j whom when 
tlte. kings faw,, they commiferated the diftrefs 
that waa-bAe occalion of it; and were fo af- 
Tc(fted, in wS^sof humanity and pity, that they 
railed the fieg^ and every one returned to his 
own So Jehofhaphat came to Jerufa- 

lem, and continued in peace there, and out¬ 
lived this expedition but a little time, and then 
died, hijdng lived in all fixty years, and of 
them reigned twenty-five. He vvas buried in 
a magnificent manner in Jerulalem, for he had 
imitated the adlions of David. 


CHAP. IV. 

yehoram fucceeds yehcjhaphat: How Joram 
Ms NiimHaks, King of Jfrael^ yi/zg-Z?/ with 
the Syrians ; and what Wonders were done 
' hy the Prophet Eli/ha. 

§ I. TEHOSPIAPHAT had a good num- 
,J ber of children; but he appointed his 
eldeft fon, Jehoram, to be his fucceffor, who 
had the fame name with his mother’s brother, 
that was king of Ifrael, and the fon of Ahab. 
Now when the king of Ifrael was come out of 
the land of Moab to Samaria, heJbad with him 
Eliflia the prophet, whofe ads I have a mind 
to go.over particularly, for they were illuftrious, 

this woman, who cried to Eliflia, and who in 
our Blhle is wife of one of thu fans of the prophets, 

2 Kings 5 v. li' was no other than the widow of Obadiih, 
the good fteward of Ahab, is confirmed by the Chaldee 
Paraphrafi, .and by.thc Rabbins and others. Nor is that 
unlikely which jofephus here adijj, that thefe debts were 
contracted by her hulband forthe ^port of tliofe hundred 
pf the Lord's prophets, whom he maintained ty f fty in 0 cave, 
,in the days of Ahab and Jezebel, t Kings xvni. 4, which 
Xirjjuralraice rendered it highly fit that the prophet Eli(h.i 
fiiould provide her a remedy, and enable- her to redeem 
licrfelf and her fons from the fear of that flaver^ which in- 
folvent debtors were liable to by the law of Jilofes, Levit. • 
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nnd worthy to be rel.Ued, as wc have them fet 
down in the facrctl boohs. f 

2. For they fay that the widosi^ of Oha- 
dlah, Allah’s fteward, came to him, ami faid, 
Tliat “ he was not ignorant how her hufband 
had preferved the prophets that were to he fluiu 
by Jezebel, the wife of Ahab ; for (he faid that 
he liid an hundred of them, and had borrowed 
money for their maintenance, and that after 
her hufband’s death, (he and her children were 
carried away to be made (laves by the creditors ; 
and (lie defired of him to have mercy upon her 
on account of what her hufband did, and af¬ 
ford her fome afliftance.” And when he a(ked 
her, what fhe had in the houfe ? (lie faid, no¬ 
thing but a very fmall quantity of oil in a cruife. 
So the prophet bid her go away, and borrow a 
great many empty Vefiels of her neighbours, 
and when (lie had (liut her chamber-door, to 
pour the oil into them all ; for that God would 
fill them full. And when the woman had 
done what (he was commanded to do, and bad 
her children bring every one of the vcflcls, and 
all were filled, and not one left empty, live crame 
to the prophet, and told him that they wore all 
full; Upon which he advifed her to go away, 
and fell the oil, and pay the creditors what was 
owing to them ; for that there would be fomc 
furplus of the price of the oil, whlcli (lie might 
make ufc of for the maintenance of her child¬ 
ren. And thus did Elhha difeharge the wo¬ 
man’s debts, and free her from the vexation of 
her creditors. 

3. j' Elisha alfo font an.hafty meffiige to 
Joram, and exhorted him to take care of tfiat 

place, 

XXV. 39. Matt.'Xviii. 23. ■4vhich he did accordingly, with 
God’s ncJp, at the expente of a miracle. '■ 

f Dr Hudfon, with very good rcafon, fufpcfls tliat 
there is no fmall defeat in our prefent copies of jofenhus, 
juft before the beginning of this feffion, and that chiefly 
as to thatdiftinft account wliichhehad given us veafonto 
expeA in the firft fertion, and to which he feems to refer, 
chap. viii. § 6. concerning the glorious miracles wliich E- 
lifha wrought, which indeed in ovir Bibles aie not a few, 
2 Ipnga iv,—i.x. but^f which we have ftvcril omjtted 
in Jofephas’s prefent eopies. 'One of thme hiilories, o- 
aiitted at/plifiiht, \t>as evidently in his Bible; I mca** that 
' of 
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place, for that therein were fonie Syrians lying 
in ambufe to kill him. So the king did as the 
prophet exhorted him, and avoided his going 
a-hunting. And when Benhadad milTed of the 
fuccefs of his lying in ambudi, he was wroth, 
with his own fervants, as if they had betrayed 
his ambiiiliment to Joram; and he fent for them, 
and faitl they were the betrayers of his fecret 
coimfcls ; and he threatened that he would put 
them to death, fince fuch their pradlice was 
evident, bccaufe he had intruAed this fecret to 
none but them, and yet it was made known to 
his enemy. And when one that was prefent 
faid. That “ he firould not miftake himfelf, 
nor fufpeft that they had difeovered to his ene¬ 
my his fending men to kill him, but that he 
ought to know that it was Elilha the prophet 
who difeovered all to him, and laid open all 
his cQunfels.” So he gave order that they 
flvould fend fome to learn in what city Elifha 
dwelt. Accordingly, thofe that were fent 
brought word, that he was in Dothan ; where¬ 
fore Benhadad fent to that city a great army, 
with horfes and chariots, to take Eliflia ; io 
they encompaifed the city lound about by 
night, and kept him' therein confined : But 
when the prophet’s fervant in the morning 
percei^red this, and that his enemies fought to 
take Elifha, he came running, and crying out 
after a difordered manner to him, and told him 
of it; but he encouraged him, and bid him 
not be afraid, and to defpiCe the enemy, and 
truft in the ailirtance of God, and was him¬ 
felf without fear: and he befought God to 
miikc manifeft to his fervant his power and 
prefence, fo far as was pofliblc, in order to the 
infpiring him with hope and courage, Accorcl- 

of the curing^f Naaman^ Icprofy, 2 KingT v. for he plAin- 
W alludes to h, B. III. clup. xi. ^ 4. wlierc he obferves. 
That “ there were lepers iu many nations who yet have 
been in honour, and not only free ftom reproach, and a- 
voidanoe, but who have been great captains of anniCs, 
and been intrulled with litgh ofRces in the coRinionwealdi, 
and have hadj,the privilege of entering into holy places aiwj 
temples.” Bat what makes me moft to regret the want of 
that hiftory in our piefent copies of*JEoffcpims, is this, that 
we have here, as it is .comt«o?dy, iwdcrftwi^ona of th^ 
grcatelt difficulties in alt the Bible, that*i«'iffings v, 18; 
—ig. when; Naaman* after he Irad been ihiraculoilfly 
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ingly God he.'ird the prayer of the*‘-p«rophet 
and made the fervant fee a multitude of dhariot; 
and horfes encompafiing Eliflia, till he laid a- 
fide his fear, and his courage revived, at the 
fight of what he fuppofed was com.e tbeii 
aififtancc. After this Eliflia did farti'':/ intreai 
God, that he would dim the eyes ofineir ene¬ 
mies, and caft a mill before them, whereb) 
they might not difeern him. When this was 
done, he went into the midft of hi>«nemi^ 
and aflted them, who it was th^' they came tc 
feek ? And when they replied, the prophet E- 
liflia; he promifed he would del'*””#^’uim tc 
them, if they would follow him to the cit)i 
where he was. So thefe men were fo dark¬ 
ened by God in their fight, and in their mind 
that they followed him very diligently ; anc 
when Eliflia had brought them to Samaria, he 
ordered Joram the king to fhut the gates, anc 
j to place his own army round about them ; ant 
I prayed to God to clear the eyes of thefe theii 
enemies, and take the mill from before them, 
Accordingly, when they were freed from ths 
obfeurity they had been in, they faw them- 
felves iu the midft of their enemies ; and as the 
Syrians were ftrangely amazed and diftrefled, 
as was but reafonabic, at an aftion fo divine 
and furprifing; and as king Joram afleed the 
prophet, if he would give him leave to fliooi 
at them, Kiflia forbad him fo to do ; and faid 
That “ it is juft to kill thofe that are taken ii 
battle, but that thefe men had done the countn 
no harm, but without knowing it, were come 
thither by the divine powtr.” So that hi; 
counfel was to treat them in an hofpitable man¬ 
ner at his table, and then fend them away 

with- 

coretl by a prophet of the true God, and bad thereupot 
promiltd, ver. 17. that He •wmli hettc^erfh offer netthti 
\ but nt-ojfenng nor facrifice unto other godt, but unto the Lord 
adds, In this thing the Lord pardon thy fervahty that whet 
my majit r geeth into the, houfe of Rimmtm to nmrjbip therey am 
he kaneth on my handsy and J bow myflf in ike houfe, of Rim- 
mon, etuhett / bow down myfelf itt we houfe of,Riinmony th 
Lord pterdan thy fgruani in this thingy And Ehjbafaidy G 
^ peate. This looks like a prophet's permtinpa for bciftj 
partaker in idolatry itfclf, out of compliance with atrido' 
‘latfous cat^. 



Chap. ANTI Q^tl I TIES OFT HE JEWS. 


without hurting them. * Wherefore, Joram 
obeyedfthe prophet; and when he had feafted 
the Syrians in a fplendid and magnificent man¬ 
ner, he let them go to Benhadad their king. 

4. .-No^w when thefe men were come back, 
and ha^ <h-cwn Benhadad how ftrange an ac¬ 
cident hV^efallen them, and what an appear¬ 
ance and power they had experienced of the 
God of Ifraelj^he wondered at it, as alfo at that 
mpphet with whom God was fo evidently pre- 
fent: So 1 hr>determined to make no more 
I'ccrct attemptsnpon the king of Ifrael, out of 
fear'of ’^''’<ha, but refolved to make open war 
witJi them, as fuppofmg he could be too hard 
for his enemies by the multitude of his army 
and power. So he made an expedition with a 
great army againft Joram, who not thinking 
himfelf a match for him, Ihut himfelf up in 
Samaria, and depended on the ftrength of its 
walls; but Benhadad fuppofed he fhould take 
the city, if not by liis engines of war, yet tliat 
le Ihould overcome the Samaritans by famine, 
and the want of neceflaries ; and brought his 
army upon them, and befieged the city :. And 
the plenty of neceffaries was brought fo low 
with Joram* that, from, the extremity of want, 
an afs’s head was fold in Samaria for fourfeore 
pieces of filver ; and the Hebrews bought a 
fextary of doves dung, inllead of fait, for five 
pieces of filver. Now Joram was in fear, left 
fomebody fliould betray the city to the enemy, 
by reafon of the famine ; and went every day 
round the walls and the guards, to fee whether 
any fuch were concealed among them; and, 
by being thus feenj and taking fuch care, he 
deprived them of the opportunity of contriving 
any fuch thing ; and if they had a mind to do 
it, he by this means prevented them : But 
upon a certain woman crying out, “ Have 

* TJpon .occafionof this ftratagem ofEHflia in jofe- 
phus, we may take notice, th.it although Jofeplius was 
one of the greatefl: lovers of truth in the world, W in a 
juft War he feems to have had no manner of fe't^e upon 
him by all fuch. ftratagems poffiblc to deceive cue- 

Piics. '*6cc this Jofephus'g Account of Jeremiah's Impo- 
lltion on the great men df the Jews in fomewhat a like 
cafe, Antiq. B. X. chap. vii. J 6. and 2 ||m. xvi. 16, 
W. 
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pity upon me, my lord,” while he thought 
that ftie was about to afle for fomewbat to cat, 
he imprecated God’s curfc upon he**/ am) faid, 
“ He had neither threlhing-floor, nor wine- 
prefs, whence he might give her any thing at< 
her petition.” Upon which fhe faid, “ She 
did not defire his aid in any fuch thin^, nor 
trouble him about food ; but defired, that he 
would do her jufticc as to another woman.” 
And when he hade her fay on, and let him 
know what flie defired, ftic faid, “ She had 
made an agreement with the other woman, 
who was- her neighbour and her friend, that 
becaufe the famine and want was intolerable, 
they lliould kill their children, each of them 
having a Ton of her own, and we will live up¬ 
on them ourfelves for two days ; the one day 
upon one fon, and the other day upon the 
other: And, faid fhe, I have killed my fon the 
firft.day,,and we lived upon my fon yefterday; 
but this other woman will not do the fame 
thing, hut hath broken her agreement, and 
hath hid her fon’-’. This ftory mightily grieved 
Joram when he heard it; fo he rent his gar¬ 
ment, and cried out with a loud voice* and 
conceived great wrath againft Elifha the pro¬ 
phet, and fet himfelf eagerly to have him flain,, 
becaufe he did not pray to God, to provide them 
fome exit and way of efcape out of the mifer- 
ies with which they were furrounded ; and 
fent one away immediately to cut off his head,, 
who made hafte to kill the prophet: But Eli- 
flxa was not unacquainted with the wrath of. 
the king againft him; for as he fat in his houfe 
by himl’elf, with none but his difciplcs about 
him* he told them, that f Joram, who rvas 
the fon of a murderer, had fent one to take 
away his head; but, faid he, “ when he that is 

com- 

j- This fm of tt murderer was Joram, the fon of Ahab, 
which Ahab flew, or permitted his wife Jezebel to Cay, the 
Lord’s prophtets, and Naboth, i Kings xviii. 4. xxi. iq. 
and he is here called by this name, I fuppofe, becaufe he 
had now alfo himfelf fent an officer to murder him ; yet i;. 
Jofephus’s account of Joram's coming himfelf at laft, as 
repenting of his intended cruelty, much more probable 
than that ip our copies, 2 Kings vi. 33. wliich rather im- 
: plies the contrary. 
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'-commanded to do this conies, take care that ' 
yon do jiot let him come in, but prefs the door 
agaiiift him> and hold him faft there; for the 
king him/elf will follow him, and come to 
me, having altered -his mind.” Accordingly, 
they did as they were bidden, when he that 
was fent by the king to kill Eliflia came ; But i 
Joram repented of his wrath againft the pro¬ 
phet, and for fear he that was commanded to ' 
kill him Ihould have done it before he came, 
he made hafte to hinder his flaughter, and to 
to fave the prophet; and when he came to 
him, he accufed liim that he did not pray to J 
God for their deliverance from the miferies I 
they now lay under, but faw them fo fadly . 
deftroyed by them. Hereupon Elifha promi- } 
fed, that the very next day, at the very fame 
hour in which the king came to him, they * 
fliould have great plenty of food, and that two 
fcahs of barley Ihould be fold in the market 
for a fliekel, and a feah of itnc Hour fhould be 
fold for a fliekel. This predidtion made Jo¬ 
ram, and thofc that were prefent, very joyful ; 
for they did not fcruple believing what the 
prophet faid, on account of the experience they 
had of the truth of his former jirediAions; and 
the cxpeAation of plenty made the want they 
Were in that day, with the uneafinefs that ac¬ 
companied it, appear a light thing to them: 
'But the captain of the third band, who was 
a friend of the king, and on whofe hand the 
king leaned, fiid, “ Thou talkeft of incredible 
■ things, O prophet ! for as it is impoffible for 
God to pour dov/n torrents of barley, or fine 
flour, out of heaven ; fo is it impoflible that 
what thou fayeft fliould come to pafs.” To 
which the prophet made this reply, “ d’hou 
flaak fee thefe things come to pafs, but thou 
tflaak not be in the Icaft a partaker of them.” 

5. Mow wli.'t fliilha had thus foretold came 
to pafs in the manner followingThere was a 
^law at Samaria, that thofc that had the lepro- 
fy, and v'hofe bodies v'cre not cleanfed from it, 
Ihould abide without the city; and there were 
four men that on this account abode before the 

* TLii law of the Jews, for the exdufion of lepers out 


gates, while nobody gave them any food, by 
reafon of the extremity of the famine r and as 
they were prohibited from entering into the 
city by law, and they confidered, that if they 
were permitted to enter, they fhould,miferably 
perifli by the famine, as alfo, that t^ey flay¬ 
ed where they were, they fhould fu^er in the 
fame manner, they refolved to/deliver them- 
felves up to the enemy, that in cafe they fhould 
fpare them, they fhouldlive; but if they fliould 
be killed, that would be an eafy df adi. So when 
they had confirmed this their 4 efolution, they 
came by night to the enemies catfl^'^'Jow 
God had begun to affright and dffturb the Sy¬ 
rians, and to bring the noife of chariots and 
armour to their ears, as though an army were 
coming upon them, and had made them fiil- 
pedl that it was coming nearer and nearer un¬ 
to them. In ffiort, they were in fuch a dread 
of this army, that they left their tents, and ran 
together to Benliadad, and faid, That “ Joram 
the king of Ifrael had hired for auxiliaries both 
the king of Egypt, and the king of the Iflands, 
and led them againft them, for they heard the 
noife of them as they were coming.” And 
Benliadad believed what they faid (for there 
came the fame noife to his ears as well as it did 
to theirs); fo they fell into a mighty diforder 
and tumult, and left their horfes and beafts in 
their camp, with immenfe riches alfo, and be- 
I took themfelves to flight: And thofe lepers who 
had departed from Samaria, and were gone to 
the camp of the Syrians, of whom we made 
I mention a little before, when they were in the 
I camp, faw nothing but great quietnefs and fi- 
lence; accordingly they entered into it, and 
wenthaftily into one of their tents; and-when 
, they faw nobody there, they eat and drank, 
and carried garments, and a great quantity of 
gold, and hid it out of the camp; after which, 
they went into another tent, and carried oil' 
what was in it, as they did at the former, and 
this did they four feveral times, without the 
leaft interruption from any body: So they ga- 

''thered- 

of the in the wiltiernefs, anil out of.the cities in 

Judea, is^f^known one, Lev. xiii. 46. and Numb. v. 1,-4. 
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thercci thereby that the enemies were departed ; 
whereupon they reproached thenifelves, that 
they did not inform Joram and the citizens of 
it. So they came to*the walls of Samaria, and 
called^ aloud to the watchmen, and told them 
in whc\|*ftate the enemies were, as did thefe 
tell the^^'ng’s guards, by whofe means Joram 
came to i^^w of it; who then fent for his 
fi’icnds, and ihe captains of his hoft, and faid 
to them. That “ he fufpedted that this depar¬ 
ture of thiabJang of Syria was by way of am- 
bulh and trea^ery, and that, out of defpair of 
ruinic.g you by famine, when you imagine 
them to i)c lied away, you may come out of 
the city to fpoil their camp, and he may then 
fall upon you on a fudden, and may both kill 
you, and take the city without lighting ; whence 
it is that I exhort you to guard the city careful¬ 
ly, and by no means to go out of it, or proud¬ 
ly to defpife your enemies, as though they 
were really gone away.” And when a certain 
j>erfon faid. That “ he did very well and wiie- 
iy to admit fuch a fufpicion, but that he Hill 
advifed him to fend a couple of horfemen to 
fearch all tlie country, as far as Jordan, that if 
they were i'elzed by an ambulh of the enemy, 
they might be a fecurity to your army, that 
they may not go out as if they fufpeded no¬ 
thing, nor undergo the like misfortune; and, 
faid he, thole horfemen may be numbered 
among thole that have died by the famine, fup- 
poling they be caught and deftroyed by the 
enemy.” So the king was pleafed with this 
opinion, and fent fuch as might fcarch out the 
truth, who performed their journey over a 
road that was without any enemies, but found 
it full of provifioijs, and of weapons, that they 
had therefore thrown away and left behind 
them, in order to their being light and expedi¬ 
tious in their flight. When the king heard 
this, he fent out the multitude to take the fpoils 
of the camp ; which gains of theirs was not of 
things of linall value, but they took a great 
quantity of gold, .and a great quantity of lilvcr, 
.and flbeks of all kinds of cattle. They allb 
poirelTed thcmfelves of [fo many] ten thoufand 
meafures of wheat and barley, as they never in 

No. XIV. 
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the leaft dreamed of; and were nc.t only freed 
from their former miferics, but had fuch plen¬ 
ty, that two feahs of barley Avcrc bought for a 
Ihckcl, and a feah of line flour tor a thckel, ac¬ 
cording to the prophecy of Ellfha : Now a feah 
is equal to an Italian modius and an half. The 
captain of the tiiird band was the only man 
that received no beneht by this plenty ; for as 
he was appointed by the king to overfee the 
gate, that he might prevent the loo great 
crowd of the multitude, and they might not 
endanger one another to perilh by treading on 
one another in the prefs, he fuffered himfelf in 
that very way, and died in that very ntanner, 
as Eliflra had foretold fuch his deatli, wlten he 
alone of them all difbelicvcd what he faid con¬ 
cerning that plenty of provijions which they 
flrould foon have. 

6 . Hereupon, when Bcnhadad, the king of 
Syria, had efcaped to Damalcus, and underftood 
that it was God himfelf that call all his army 
into this fear and dilordcr, and that it d.id not 
arife from the iiivaiiotr of enemies, h.e was 
mightily caft down at his having God fo great¬ 
ly for his enemy, and fell into a diftemper. 
Now it happened that Eliflia ihc prophet, at 
that time, was gone out of his own country to 
Damafeus, of which Benhadad was infooued ; 
he fent Ha/.acl, the mold faithful of all Lis fer- 
vants, to meet him, and to carry him prefents, 
and bade him enquire of him about his diftem¬ 
per, and whether he Ihould efc.ipc the danger 
that it threatened. So Hazael came to Elifha 
with forty camel;;, that carried the heft and 
moft precious fruits that tlic country of Da¬ 
mafeus affc'rdcd, as well as thofc which t!ic 
king’s palace fupplied. He fainted him kind¬ 
ly, and faid. That “ he was lent to Ifun by 
king Bcnhadad, and brought jnefeius with 
him in order to enquire concerning his diftem¬ 
per, whether he lliould recover from i< ('v not if” 
Whereupon the proplict; hid Ifim tell th.e king 
no melancholy news, hut ftill he faid !;e would 

die. So the king’s fervant was tronhlrd ',n hear 

it; and Elilha wept aim, and Ids tears ran 
down plcnteoufly at his forcligut of whai mi- 
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ieries his people would underc^o after the death 
of Bcnhddad. And when l lazacl afked him, 
what was the occalion of this confufion he was 
in ? he faid, That “ he wept out of his com- 
miferation for the multitude of the Ifraelites, 
and what terrible miferles they will fuffer by 
thee ; for thou wilt llay the flrongeft of them, 
and wilt burn their flrongeft cities, and wilt 
deflroy their children, and dafla them againft 
the ftones, and wilt rip up their women with 
child.” And when Hazael faid. How can it 
be that I flaould have powder enough to do fuch 
things ?” the prophet replied, “ That God had 
informed him that he fhould be king of Syria.” 
So when Hazael was come to Benhadad, he 
tokl him good news concerning his dillemper; 

but on the next day h-e fpread a w'Ct cloth, 
in the nature of a net over Itim, and ftranglcd 
him, and took his dominion. He wxis an 
aftive man, and had the good-wil! cf the Sy¬ 
rians, and of the jieoplc of Dainaicus, to a 
great degree ; b}' whom both Benhadad him- 
felf, and Ha/aci, who ruled after him, are 
honoured to this day as gods, by reafon of 
their benefailions, and their building tliem 
temples, by ■which they , adorned the city of the 
Datliafcens. They alfo every day do rvith great 
pomp pay their worfliip '[ to thefe kings, and 
value themfclves upon their antiquity ; nor do 
they know that thefe kings are much later than 
they ivnagine, and that they are not yet eleven 
hundred years (/Id. Nov/ wdicu Joram the 
king of Ifrael licard that Benhadad was dead, 
he recovered out of the terror and dread, he had 

* Since Elijah dkl not live ti> anoint Hazael king of 
Syria himfclf, as he was inipirn'crctl to do, r Kings xix. 
15, it v.-as moft piobably now done, in his name, by his 
b.rv.'.nt and fuecciror EJiilia: N./r does it feem to me 
ctlicrwi.fc, but that BenJiadad imn’cdiately recovered of 
his dil'rafe, as the pvopliet foretold; and iliat Hazael, 
apon ills being anointed to fucccecl him, though he ought 
tu have llaid till he died by the courfe of nature, or fome 
other way of divine p.uuifljment, as did David for many 
ye„vs in the like cafe, v/as too impatient, and tlie very 
next day fmothered or ftranglcd l>im, in order to come 
dircHiv to tile !uteeHion. 

f "What Mr Le Clerke pretends here, that it is more 
pvohahle that Hazael and his fon were worlhipped by the 
Syrian!., and ncci'le of Danrafeus, till the days of jofe- 
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been in on his account, and was very glad to 
live in peace. 

CHAP. V. 

r /' 

Concerning the Wickednefs of yehoram,^i?ig of 
Jerufakm^ his Defeat^ and 

« ^ 

§ Jehoram, the king of Jcrufalcm, 

for vt^e have faid before that he had 
the fame name with the king of I^ad, as foon 
as he had taken the government/ipon itim, be¬ 
took himfclf to the daughter of his brethren, 
and liis father’s friends, who were governors 
under him, and tlience made a beginning, and 
a demonftration of his wickednefs ; nor veas ho 
at all better than thofe kings of Ifrael who at 
ftrft tranfgrefled againft the law'S of their coun¬ 
try, and of the Hebrews, and againft God’s 
worfhip: And it was Athaliah, the daughter 
of Ahab, whom he had married, who tauglit 
him to be a bad man in other refpefts, and alfo 
to worfhip foreign gods. Now God would not 
quite root out this family, becaufc of the pro- 
mife Ixe had made to David : Plowevcr, Jeho¬ 
ram did not leave off the introdmftion of new 
forts of cuftoms, to the propagation of impiety, 
and to thc ruin of the cuftoms of his own coun¬ 
try. And when the Edomites about that time 
had revolted from liim, and llain their former 
king, who was in fuhje<ft;ion to his father, and. 
had fet up one of their own chufmg, Jehoram 
fell upon the land of Edom, with the horfemen 

that. 

phus, than Benhadad and Hazael, becaufe under Benha¬ 
dad they had greatly fiiffcred, and becaufe it is almoft in¬ 
credible, that both a king, and that king’s nuirderer, 
llvouhl be worfliippcd by. the fame Syiians, is of little 
force againft thofe records, put of ■which Jofephus drew 
this hiltory, efpecially when it is likely that they thought 
Benhadad died of the diftemper he laboured under, and 
not by Hazael’s treachery. Befidcs, the reafon that Jofe- 
pbus gives for this adoration, that tliefe two kings had 
been great bcncfaeftors to the inhabitants of Damafeus, 
and had built them temples, is too remote from the poli¬ 
tical tufpicions of Le Clerke ; nor ought fuch weak fufpi- 
cions to be deemed of any force againft authentic tel 4 j-. 
monies of aiuicpiity. 
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that were about him, and the chariots, by night, 
and deilroyed thofe that lay near to his own 
kingdom, but did not proceed farther. How¬ 
ever, this expedition did him no fervice, for 
they all revolted from him, with thofe that 
dwelt i«j the country of Libnah. He was in¬ 
deed fo 4jiad, as to compel the people to go up 
10 the higti^laccs of the mountains, and wor- 
ihip foreign gods. 

2. As he was doing thus, and had entirely 


lailcd a great while (for God inflidied this pun- 
ifhmcnt upon liiin in his belly, out of lih. wrath 
againlt him) and fo he died milerably, and faw 
his own bowels fall out. The peojTle alio al>u- 
' led his dead l>ody : I fuppofe it was, bceauie 
; they thought that fueh his death came ui>ou him 
, by the v/ratl; cd God, and tHit therefore he wav 
I not worthy to partake of Inch a futieral as be- 
|i came kings. Accordingly, they neither buried 
jj him in the fepulclires of his fathers, norvouch- 


call his ovtti country laws out of his mind, 
there \vas broi^bt him an epillle * from Elijah 
the prophet, which declared that “ God would 
execute gia *t judgments upon him, bccaufe he 
had not imitated his own fathers, but had fol¬ 
lowed the wdeked courfes of the kings of Ifrael; 
and had compelled the tribe of Judah, ,and the 
citizens of jerufalcrn, to leave the holy wmrfldp 
of their own God, and to worOtip idols, as A- 
hab had compelled the llraclites to do; and bc¬ 
eauie he had flain liis brethren, and the men 
that were good and righteous. And the pro¬ 
phet gave him notice in this epillle, ■what pun- 
ifiiment he fhould undergo for thefe crimes, 
namely, the deftruflion of his people, with the 
corruption of the king’s own •vsnvcs and children; 
and that he fliould himfelf die of a diflempcr 
in his bowels, with long torments, thofe his 
bowel% falling out by the violence of the in¬ 
ward rottennefs of the parts, infomuch, that 
though he fee his own mifery, he fhall not be 
able at all to help himfelf, but fhall die in that 
manner.” This it w'as vtTich Elijah denoun¬ 
ced to him in that epillle. 

3. It was not long after this, that an army cf ! 


fafed him any honours, but buried him like a 
private man, and this when he had lived forty 
years, and reigned eight : And tlie people ol' 
Jcrufalein delivered the government to his fun 
Ahaziah. 


C H A P. VI. 

Ilonx} yebu vas anoinlcd King ; and fdw loib 
Joram and ylhaKiab : as alfu lobal he did 
for the Pnnfjinent of the Wacked. 

§ I. joram, the king of Ifrael, afier 

the death of Benliadad, hoped that 
he might now take Rainoth, a city of Gilead, 
from the Syrians. Accordingly, iic made an 
expedition againft It, with a great army j hut 
as he ■vwas beheglng it, an arrow was Ihot at 
him by one of the Syrians, but the wound was 
not mortal : So he returned to liave his wound 
healed in Jezrecl, h;it left his whole army in 
Ramoth, and Jehu the !on of Nimihi for their 
general, for he had already taken the city by 
force ; and he propofed, aher he was Iiealcd, 
to make war with the Syrians ; But E.lilha the 


thofe Arabians that lived near to Ethiopia, and j 
of the Philiftines, fell upon the kingdom of Jc- | 
horam, and fpoiled the country, and the king’s | 
houfe ; Moreover, they flew his fons, and his j 
wives ; one only of his fons was left him, who i 
cfoaped the enemy ; his name was AhaKiah : | 
After which calamity, he himfelf fell into that ; 
lUfeafe which was foretold by the prophet, and j 

* This cpiOlo, in fome copies cf Jofeplius, is faid to 
curae tiTjor.un from Elijali, with this addition, for he iv ts 
yet upon earth., which could not be true of Elijah, who, 
aa all atfrcc, was gone from the earth about four years be¬ 
fore, and could only be true of Eiilha; nor pvrhaps is 


‘ prophet fent one of his dlfciplcs to Kara oil), 
! and gave him holy oil to anoint [chu, and to 
I tell him, that God had chofen him to be theii 
I king. Ele alfo fent him to fay other things to 
I him, and bid liini to take his journey as if lie 
! fled, that when lie came away he might efeape 
the knowledge of all men. So when he was 

come 

there any more mydery Iicrc, I’lan that tin- ir.-.mc of i'.h- 
jah has very anciently cn-ptnito the test i;d'.e.ul cd 
by the copiers; there being notliing in any cjj>i of 
epillle peculiar to Elijah. 
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come to the city, he found Jehu fitting in the 
inidfl; df the captains of the army, as Eliiha 
Iiad loretold he ihould find him. So he came 
up to him, and iliid that he defired to fpeak 
■wdth him about certain matters ; and when he 
was arifen, and had followed him into an in¬ 
ward chamber, the young man took the oil, 
and poured it on his head, and faid, That 
“ God ordained him to be king, in order to 
his deftroying the houfe of Aliab, and that he 
might revenge the blood of the prophets, that 
were unjuftly flain.by Jezebel, that fo their 
houfe might utterly perifh, as thofe of Jero¬ 
boam, the fon of Nebat, and of Baalha, had 
pcriflied for their wickednefs, and no feed 
might remain of Ahab’s family.” So when 
he had faid this, he went away haftily out of 
the chamber, and endeavoured not to be fecn 
by any of the army. 

i. IjUT Jehu came out, and went to the 
place where he before fat with the captains; 
and when they aflccd him, and defired him to 
tell them, wherefore it was that this young 
man came to him ? and added withal, that he 
was mad : He replied, you guefs right, for 
the words he fpake were the words of a mad¬ 
man ; And when they were eager about the 
matter, and defired he would tell them, he 
anfwercd, that God had faid, “ lie had chofen 
him to be king over the multitude.” When 
be had faid this, every one of them put olF 
his garment, and firowed it under him, and 
blew with tnimpcls, and gave notice, that Jehu 
was king. So when lie had gotten the army 
together, he was preparing to fet out im¬ 
mediately agaiurt Joram, at the city Jezrcel, 
Ml which ci'^y, as we fud before, be was heal¬ 
ing of the woumi whieli he had received in the 
liege of Ramoth. It happened, alfo that A- 
liaziah, king of jerufalem, was now come to 
Joram, for he was his lifter’s fon, as we have 

' Si'iiJk-iiii licrc notes, that this pulting oFi’ ru-ns 
'e.irnicnta.i-il Ihcwiiit; them iinUcr a kin^, wa.; .,11 c.ill- 
trn r(t!1oi.a, v,lis''li lie had cllewhcre explained. 

•| copies fay, that tliis driving of the chraiot;', yc./j- 

r/v dr,ring rf '),!■!/ thr fa: (f Nim/li, for 'he dnveth fuvi- 
ajly, 2 ilinas i\.' lo. whctea.s Jofcphu.s’s copy, as he uti- 
dcrfleod !t, Mas tills, that, on tlic contrary, jchii inarch- ' 
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faid already, to fee how he did after his wound, 
and this upon account of their kindred : But as 
Jehu was defirous to fall upon Joram, and thofe 
with him on the fudden, he defired that none 
of the foldiers might run away, and tell to Jo¬ 
ram what had happened ; for that thi> would 
be an evident demonflration of their kindnefs 
to him, and would fhew that their^'eal inclina¬ 
tions were to make him king. 

3. So they were pleafed with what he did, 
and guarded the roads, left; foipjebody fliould 
privately tell the thing to tholb that were at 
Jezreel. Now Jehu took his choice horfemcn, 
and fat upon his chariot, and went on for Jez¬ 
reel ; and when he was come near, the watch¬ 
man, whom Joram had fet there, to fpy out 
fuch as came to the city, faw Jehu marching 
on, and told Joram that he faw a troop of 
liorfemen marching on ; upon wdiich he im¬ 
mediately gave orders, that one of his horfe- 
men iliould be fent out to meet them, and to 
know' w'ho it w’as that w'as coming. So wdicn 
the horfemcn came up to Jehu, he afked him, 
in what condition the army was ? for that the 
; king wanted to know it; but Jehu bid him 
not at all to meddle wfitli fuch matters, but to 
; follow him. When the w'atchman faw this, 
be told Joram that the horfeman had mingled 
: himlelf among the company, and came»along 
with them. And when the king fent a fecond 
meftengcr, Jehu commanded him to do as the 
former did; and as foon as the watchman told 
tliis alfo to Joram, he at laff got upon his cha¬ 
riot himfelf, together wdth Ahaziah, tlic king 
of Jcrulalem ; for, as w'e faid before, he was 
there to fee how Joram did, after he had been 
wounded, as being his relation. So he w'cnt 
out to meet jclui, who marched f flowdy, and 
' in good order ; and when Joram met him 
I in the iicid of Naboth, he aflicd him, if 

all 

c<l Jloti’ly, and in order. Nor can It be denied, that 
fince there was interval cnougli for king Joram to fend cnit 
two liorfcmcn, one after another, to John, and je length 
to go out with king Ahaziah to meet him, and all this*-ah 
ter he was conic within fight of the watchman, and be¬ 
fore he was come to Jezretl, the probability is greatly on 
the fide of Jofcpliiis's ccjiy or interpretation. 
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all things were well in the camp ? but Jehu 
reproached him bitterly, and ventured to call 
lus mother a witch, and an harlot. Upon this, 
> the king fearing what he intended, and fufpcdl- 
ing he had no good meaning, he turned his 
chariot ^bout as foon as he could, and faid to 
Ahaziati, are fought againft by deceit and 
treachery ; But Jehu drew his bow, and fmote 
liim, the arrow going through his heart; fo 
Joram fell down immediately on his knee, and 
gave up the ^oft. Jehu alfo gave orders to 
Bidkar, the captain of the third part of his ar¬ 
my, to ca;> the dead body of Joram into the 
field of Naboth, putting him in mind of the 
prophecy which Elijah prophcficd to Ahab his 
father, when he had flain Naboth, that both he 
and his family fhould pcrifli in that place ; for 
tliat, as they fat behind Ahab’s chariot, they 
heard the prophet fiy fo, and that it was now 
come to pais according to his prophecy. 'Up¬ 
on the fall of Joram, Ahaziah was afraid of 
his own life, and turned his chariot into an¬ 
other road, fuppofmg he fliould not be feen by 
jehu ; but he followed after him, and overtook 
him at a certain acclivity, and drew his bow, 
and wounded him ; fo he left his chariot, and 
got upon his horfc, and fled from Jehu to Mc- 
giddo; and though he was under cure, in a 
little time he died of that wound, and was car¬ 
ried to Jerufalem, and burled there, after he 
had reigned one year, and had proved a wdek- 
cd man, and worfe than his father. 

4. Now when Jehu was come to Jezreel, 
Jezebel adorned herfclf, and flood upon a tow¬ 
er, and fiid, “ He was a fine fervant that had 
killed his maftcr.” And when he looked up 
to her, he afked who flic was ? and command¬ 
ed her to come down to him. At laft he or¬ 
dered the eunuchs to throw her down from the 
tower ; and being thrown down, Ihe befprinkled 
the wall with her blood, and was troddeft upon 
by the horfes, and fo died. When this was done, 
Jehu came to the palace with his friends, and 
^qpkribme rcfrefliment after his journey, both 
‘ with other things, and by eating a meal. lie 
alfo hid his fervants to take up fezebel, and 
bury licr, becaufe of the nobility of her blood, 
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for flie was defeended from kii es but tliofe 
that were appointed to hiiry her, found no¬ 
thing elfe remaining but the exueme p.arts of 
hci body, for all the refl were ealen hv t!og‘:. 
When Jehu heard this, he admired ilir pro¬ 
phecy of Elijah, for he foretold that ;hc ihouM 
perifli in this manner at jezrccl. 

5. Now Ahab had Icvcnty ions brought up 
in Samaria. So Jehu fent two epifl’cs, the one 
to them that brought up the children, the 
other to the rulers of Samaria, which faid, 
That^“ they fhould let up the moft valiant of 
Allah’s foils for king ; for that they had airun- 
dance of chariots, and horfes, and armour, am! 
a great army, and fenced cities; and that, by 
fo doing, they might avenge the murder of 
, Ahab.” This he wrote, to try the inten¬ 
tions of thole of Samaria. Now, when the 
rulers, and thole that had brought up the chil- 
1 dren, h.-id read the letter, they were .afraid ; 
and, confidcring that they were not at all able 
to oppofc him, who had already fulKlmaf tno 
very great kings, they returned him this an- 
Iwcr, “ That they owned him for tiielr lord, 
and would do whatfoevtr he bad them.” So 
I he wrote back to them Inch a reply, as or- 
joined them to obey what hr gave order for, 
and to cut off the heads of Ahah’s funs, and 
j lend them to him. Accordingly, the rulers 
j fent for tliofe that brought up the Ions of Alirdy 
and commanded them to flay them, to cut oT 
their heads, and fend them to Jehu. ' So tlicy 
did whatfoever they were commanded, with¬ 
out omitting any thing at all ; and put them 
up in wicker ballets, and fent them to |e/~ 
reel. And when Jehu, as he wis at fur- 
per with his friends, was informed that the 
heads of Ahab’s fons were brought, he ordrrrd 
them to make two heaps of them, one l.efore 
each of the gates ; and in the morning he 
went out to take a view of them ; and when 
he faw them, he began to lay to the people 
that were prelent, “ T hat he did himlcir make 
an expedition againll iiis mailer [[('ramj ,\nd 
flew him ; but that it was not he that flew all 
thefe; And he defired them to take notice, 
4 I that, 
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that, a? to Ahah’s family, all things had come 
to pafs accordi)ig to God’s prophecy, and his 
houic was perillicd according as Elijah had 
foretold.” And when he had farther deftroy- 
cd all the kindred of Ahab that were found in 
Je/reel, he went to Samaria; and as he was 
upon the road, he met the relations of Aha- 
y.iah, king of jcrufilcm, and afked them whi- 
tluT tlity were going? They replied, that they 
Cline to lalute joram, and their own king, 
Ahaziah ; for they knew that he had flain 
them both : So Jehu gave orders that they 
ffiould catcli thefe, and kill them, being in 
number forty-two perlbns. 

6. After thefe, there met him a good and 
a righteous man, whofe name was Jthonadab, 
and who had been his friend of old. hie falu- 
ted ]ehu, and began to commend him, hecaufe 
he had done every thing according to the will 
of God, in extirpating the houfe of Ahab. So 
Jehu defired him to come up into his chariot, 
and ^nake his entry with him into Samaria ; 
and told him, That “ he would not fpare one 
wicked mao, but would punilh the falfe pro- 
[ihcts, and falfe priehs, and thofe that deceived 
the multitude, and perfuaded them to leave the 
worfliip of God Almighty, and to worfliip 
forei'-m. rods ; and that it was a moft excellent 

CIO 

and moft pleafing light to a good and a righte¬ 
ous man to fee the wicked puniftied.” So Je- 
honadab was perfuaded by thefe arguments, 
and came up into Jehu’s chariot, and came 
to Samaria. And jehn iought out for all A- 
hab’s kindred, and flew them. And being 
defirbus that none of the falfe prophets, nor 
the priefts of Ahab’s god, might efcape puniflr- 
ment, he caught them deceitfully by this wile : 
for he gathered all the people together, and 
faid. That “ he would worfhip twice as many 
gods as Ahab worlhlpped, and defired that his 
priefts, and prophets, and fervants, might be 
prefent, hecaufe he would offer coftly and great 
facrlfices to Ahab’s god, ami that if any of 
his priefts were wanting, they fliould be puniftiT- 
cd with death.” Now Ahab’s god was called 
Baal: And when he had appointed a day on 
which be would offer thofe facrificcs, he lent 


meffengers through all the country of the If- 
raelites, that they might bring the priefts ol 
Baal to him. So Jehu commanded to give all the 
priefts veftments ; and when thw had received 
them, he went into the houfe [of Baal] with 
his friend Jehonadab, and gaVe orders to make 
fcarch, whether there were not any foreigner or 
ftrangcr among them ; for he would have no 
one of a different religion to mix among their 
facred offices. And when they faid that there 
was no ftranger there, and they were begin¬ 
ning their facrlfices, he fet fourfeore men with¬ 
out, they being fuch of his foldiers as he knew 
to be moft faithful to him; and bid them flay 
the falfe prophets, and now vindicate the laws 
of their country, which had been a long time 
in difefteem. He alfo threatened, that if anv 
one of them cfcaped, their own lives fliould 
gp for them. So they flew them all with the 
i’word ; and burnt the houfe of Baal, and by 
that means purged Samaria of foreign cuftoms, 
[idolatrous worfhip]. Now this Baal was the 
god of the Tyrians; and Ahab, in order to 
gratify his father-in-law Ethbaal, who was the 
king of Tyre and Sidon, built a temple for him 
in Samaria, and appointed him prophets, and 
worfliipped him with all forts of worfliip, al¬ 
though, when this god was demolifhed, Jehu 
permitted the Ilraelitcs to worfhip the golden 
heifers. However, hecaufe he had done thus, 
and taken care to punifh the wicked, God 
foretold by his prophet, that his Ions fhould 
rdgn over Ifrael for four generations : And ia 
this condkion w'as Jehu at this time. 

CHAR, VII. 

How ylihaliab reigned over yernfalcm for five 
[fix] 2 ' 'cars^ when fehoiada the High Frieji 
flew her^ and made fehoafo^ the Son of A-^ 
ha^iah. King. 

§ I. T^TOW wdien Athallah, the daughter of 
Ahab, heard of the death of he’"- bro¬ 
ther Joram, and of her fon Ahaziah, and '"o"^ 
the royal family, flie endeavoured that none of 

the 
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the houfe of David might be left alive, hut I 
that the whole family might be exterminated, 
that no king might arife out of it afterward ; 
and, as fhie thought, fhe had adlually done it; 
but one of Ahaziah’s fons was preferved, who 
efoaped death after the manner following: A- 
liaziah had^ fifter by the fame father, whofe 
name was jehoJljcba, and fhe was married to 
the high {xieft Jehoiada. She went into the 
king’s palace, and found Jehoafli, for that was 
the little chilcXp name, who was not above a 
year old, among thofc that were flain, but con- 
cealetl witli Ids nurfe ; fo flic took him with 
her into a fecret bed-chamber, and Ihut him 
up there, and flie and her hufband Jehoiada 
brought him up privately in the temple fix 
years, during whicli time Athaliah reigned over 
jerufalem, and the two tribes. 

2. Now, on the feventh year, Jehoiada com¬ 
municated the matter to certain of the captains 
of hundreds, five in number, and perfuaded 
them to be affifting to what attempts he was 
making againft Athaliah, and to join with him 
in aflerting the kingdom to the child. He alfo 
received fuch oaths from them as are proper to 
fc'curc thofc tliat aflift one another from the fear 
of difeovery, and he was then of good hope 
that they flaould depofe Athaliah. Now thole 
men whom Jehoiada the prie^; had taken to be 
his partners, went into all the country, and 
gathered together the priefls, and the Levites, 
and the heads of the tribes out of it, and caine 
and brought them to Jerufalem to the high 
prieft. So he demanded the fecurity of an oath 
of them, to keep private whatfoever he fhould 
difeover to them, which required both their 
filence and their afliftance. So when they had 
taken the oath, and had thereby made it fafe 
for him to fpeak, he produced the child that he 
had brought up, of the family of David, and 
faid to them, “ This is yoiir king, of that houfe 
which you know God hath foretold fliould reign 
over you for all time to come : I exhort you 
therefei'e that one third part of you guard him 
^ the temple, and that a fourth part keep watch | 
at all the gates of the temple, and that the next 
part of you keep guard at the gate which opens | 
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and leads to the king’s palace, and let riie refl 
ol the multitude be unarmed in the temple, and 
let ho armed perfon go into the tcihple hut the 
priefl. only. He alfo gave them this order bc- 
lides, that a part of the pricih and the Levites 
ihould be about the king himfelf, and be a guard 
to him, with their drawn fwords, and to kill 
lliat man immediately, wliocvcr he be, that 
fliould be fo bold as to enter armed into the 
temple; and bid them be afraid oi' nobody, but 
perfevere in guarding the king.” So thefe men 
obeyed what the high prieft advifed lliem to, 
and declared the reality of their rciolulion by 
their adlions. Jehoiada alfo opcticd tliat ar¬ 
mory which David had made in the temple, 
and diftributed to the captains of hundreds, as 
alfo to the priefls and Levites, all the fpcars and 
quivers, and what kind of weapons foever it 
j contained, and fet them armed in a circle round 
; about the temple, fo as to touch one anothers 
, hands, and by that means excluding thofe from 
; entering that ought not to enter. So they 
brought the child into the niidfl of them, and 
put on him the royal crown, and Jehoiada 
anointed him with the oil, and made him king; 
and tlie multitude rejoiced, and made a noife, 
and cried, “ God fave the king.” 

3. When Athaliah unexpectedly heard the 
tumult, and the acclamations, fhe was greatly 
diflurbed in her mind, and fuddenly iflued out 
of the royal palace wdth her owu army; and 
when flie was conic to the temple, the priefls. 
received her; but as for thofc that flood round 
about the temple, as they were ordered by the 
high priefl to do, they hindered the armed 
men that followed lier from going in. But 
when Athaliah faw the child Handing upon a 
pillar, with the royal crown upon his head, 
flie rent her cloatlis, and cried out vehemently, 
and commanded [her guards] to kill him that 
had laid fnares for her, and endeavoured to 
deprive her of the government: But Jehoiada 
called for the captains of lumdreds, and com¬ 
manded them to bring Athaliah to the valjcy 
of Cedron, and flay her there; for he would 
not have the temple defiled with the pnnifli- 

ments.. 
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mciits of llils pernicious woman ; and he gave ' 
order, that if any one came near to help her, 
he Ihould be (lain alJo ; wherefore, thofe that 
had the charge of her llaughter, took hold of 
her, and led her to the gale of the king’s mules, 
and dew her there. 

4. Now as foou as what concerned Athaliah 
was hy this Ifratagem after this manner dif- 
patclicd, Jehoiada called together the people, 
and the armed men, into the temple, and made 
them take an oath, that they would be obedi¬ 
ent to the king, and take care of his fafety, 
and of the fafety of his government; after 
which, he obliged the king to give fecurity 
[upon oath] that he would worfliip God, and 
not tranfgrels the law's of Mofes: They then 
van to the houfe of Baal, w'hich Atlialiah and 
her huflxind fshoram had built, to the dldion- 
our of tlic -God of their fathers, and to the 
honour of Ahab, and demohllicd it, and Hew 
Mataii, that had his pricithood: But jehoiada 
intruded the care and cuftody of the temple to 
the priefts and Levites, according to the ap¬ 
pointment of king David, and enjoined them 
to bring their regular burnt-offerings tw'ice a 
day, and to offer lucenfe according to the law'. 
He aUb ordained fomc of the Levites, witli the 
porters, to be a guard to the temple, that no 
one tliat was dehied niigh.t come there. 

C. And when jehoiada i>ad let thele things 
in order, he, witli the captains of liundrcds, 
and rulers, ,rid r.ll tiie jtcople, took jehoafli 
out of the temple into t!:c king’s palace; and 
■\\licn he had let him upon the kings thrt>ne, 
the jieojde ilioutcd for joy, and betook them- 
ielves to fcaillng, and kept a felliva! for many 
days ; but the eitv was (]uict utpon the death of 
Athaliah. Now Jehoalh vras fevcu years old 
when he took the kingdom ; His mother’s name 
was Zihiah, of the city Beerflteha. And all 
tlm time that jehoiada lived, Jehoalh w'as care ¬ 
ful tliat the law's Ihould be kept, and very zeal- 
ou. in tlie worlhip of God ; and when he w'as 
oi’ age, he man-ied two wives, who were given 
to him hv the high prieff, by whom -were horn 
to him both, ions and daughters. And thus 
imich lhall fnfficc to have related concerning 
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king Joafh, hoW 'cfcaped the treacher)- of 
Athaliah, and how he received the kingdom. 

CHAP. VIII. 

Ha%ocl makes an Expedition again ft tb/; PcopL 
of I fra eP and ihe Inhabitants cy' pfernfaUm 
'Jehu dies, and yeboaha-z fnccccds in the Ct~ 
vernment. 'JchoaJJj, the Kijg of ‘JcnifalLm, 
at frjl is careful a Inin t the Wtrphip of Cud, 
hut af'terivards becomes imfions, and com- 
majids Zcehiiriah to be fancd.. When ffr- 
hoafj [Ah;pg of Pfudalf ivas dead, Eima'zial 
f/aecds him in the Kingdom. 

§ ]. l^TOW Ha/ael, king of Syria, foiig,., 
againll the llraclitcs, and their king 
jehu, and fpolledthe caftern parts of the t oun- 
try beyond Jordan, w’hich bcloTigcd to the 
Rcubenites, and Gadites, and to [the lialf tribe 
of] Manailitcs ; as alfo Gilead, and Balhan, 
burning and fpoiling, and offering \ioIcnce lr> 
all that he laid his hands on ; and this witliont 
impeacliment from Jehu, who made no iiafU 
to defend the country when it was under thi.- 
diilrefs: nav, he was become a contemner oi 
religion, and a dcipiler of liolinel.s, and of the 
law’s ; and died wdicn he had reigned over tin 
Ifraelites tw'enty-fcven years. He was burietl 
in Samaria ; and left Jehoahaz his lou his fin- 
ceffor in the government. 

2. Now' jehoafli, king of Jerufalem, had 
an inclination to repair the temple of God ; 
lo he called jehoiadd, and bid him fend the 
theLcvitcs andpriefts through all the country, 
to require lialf a fliekel of lilver for every head, 
towards the rebuilding and repairing of the 
tcnij/le, which w’as brought to decay hy jeho- 
ram, and Athaliah, and her Ions. But the high 
' pried did not do this, as concluding- that no 
one w'ould willingly pay that money ; but ot) 
the tw'cntv-third vear of lehoafli’s rtign, when 
the king lent for him, and the Iw’vitcs, and 
complained that they had not obeyed v. h.u he 
enjoined them, and dill commanded them ’ o 
take care of the rebuilding the temple, he ufed 

this 
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flratagem for colleiting the money, wltli 
which the multitude was jdeafed. ‘He made 
a wooden chcll, and clofed it up fall on all falcs, 
hut opened one hole in it; he then fet it in the 
temple, hefidc the altar, and defired every one to j 
call into’ it, through the hole, what he plca- 
fed, foy; the repair of the temple. This con¬ 
trivance was. acceptable to the people, and they 
11 rove one with another, and brought in joint¬ 
ly lai’ge quantities of iilvcr and gold : and when 1 
ihc kribe and the pried that were over the j 
ircaluries, liacl emptied the chcll, and counted j 
the n>oncY in (he king’s prelencc, they then j 
let it in its lormer })lace; and thus did they | 
everyday: Ihit when the multitude apjieared j 
tv) have call in as much as was wanted, the | 
high pried jelioiada, and king Joalh, fent to 
hire malons and carpenters, and to Iniy large 
pieces of timber, and of the inod curious fort; 
and when they had repaired the temple, they 
made ufe of the remaining gold and lilver, 
which was ivit a little, for bowls, and hafous, 
and enps, and other velfcls ; and they went on 
to make the altar every day fat with facrificcs 
of great vajuc ; And thefc tilings were taken 
iuitaii'c care of as long as jehoiada lived. 

3. lluT as loon ns he was dead (which was 

when lie had lived one hundred and thirty 

vears, having been a righteous, and, in every 

relpect, a very good man, and was Iniricd in 

tlie king’s I'ejiulclires at jcrufalem, liecaule he 

had recovered the kingdom to tlic family of 

David) king Jehoalh betrayed his [wninlofj 

care about God. The yiriiicipal men ot the 

people were corrupted alfo together with iiim, 

and olfended againfl their duty, and wluit their 

conllitution determined to he moll Jor their 

good. Hcrcujion, God was difplcaled with the j 

cliange that was made on the king, and on the ! 

rcfl of the people, and lent prophets to teilify i 

tb them wliat their actions were, and to liring 

tlicm to leave off their wiekednefs : But they 

had notten fuch a llrong alfeclion, and fo vio- ! 

lent au inclination to it, that neither could the ' 

% * • ! 
■Sr^rnrqilcs of thofc that had offered affronts to | 

nlic laws, and had been fo levcrely punilhed, j 

they and their entire families, nor could the |i 
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fear of what the projihclnow k)rcto1d, bring 
tlicm to repentance, and turn them hcdc irom 
tiicir courle of trauigreliion, to their former 
duly. But th.e king coinmandecl that Zachariah, 
the ion of the high pricll jehoiada, llusiltl he 
Honed to death in the temple, and iorg.ot the 
kindneffes lie had rcccivc:d from his lather ; jor 
wlicn God had a]>pointed him to pr()pi',('iy, lu; 
Hood in tlie midll of (he niuhitnde, amlgare 
tliis counfcl to them, and to the ki::g, tint they 
Humid a-fh rightcouHy ; and loicloKl to them, 
that if they would not liearkcn to Idis admoni¬ 
tions, they Ihould fairer an hica.vy ynmirmnuit: 
But as Zachariah was ready to die, he apyaeal- 
ed to God as a wltnels (d what he iuliercd, Icji* 
the good counfel he had given thoin ; and how 
he perilhed, after a moil ieverc and viiient 
manner, for tlie good deeds liis iather had tlonc 
to Jehoalh. 

4. IlowrvKR, it was not long hclorc the 
king rnffered punillnnent for his tranlgTcHion ; 
for when H.izacI, king ot Syria, made an ir- 
riiption into his eouiilry, and when ke had 
overthrown Gath, and ijioiled it, he nuuK. 
an expedition againll J ..rnialcm: n])f.n whlco. 
jchoalli was aliaiid, and emp'^d all the tiv.o 
lures of God, and of llw khg s [hclvac i.imj ; 
and took down the gilts ting hid Iccii dedica¬ 
ted [in llie tenq>lc] and ten; tlinne. to tue king 
of Syria, and procured k- mucii by them, tliat 
lie was not hcficged, nor h.is kirigdoui tyntc 
endangered; im! Ha/.aei Avas induced, h} tlic, 
greatiiels of th.- fun of mopey, not to Ir.-'.ng 
his army anyd.nil jeriila’ m : Yet jekoath i<_!l 
into a i'evere dilleinpei, and was let iin.vm by 
his friend-;^ in order to revenge tlie dvanli c/* 
/richaria.h, the Inm ol jehoiada. TIns'S lai-,' 
lhares for the king, ai>d Hew him. ! ie \ve;: 
indeed buried iti J:;aiaicui, I)iit lu;! in t'rooo.au 
fcpulchrcs of his H.rct.ithcrs, became ol fns iin- 
jiiety. He lived lorty-levcu ycais ; a:::! Ama- 
ziah Ids Ton futceecks] Idm in (l>e kmgemn. 

(y. In the onr and twemiicSh }'ear < i llm 
reign of |t'hoaHi, jeln aha/, ,llie l.m oi jeho, 
took the government d the liractifv -., in vSama- 
ria, and iicIJ it Icvcntecn years. J.’.e di..» not 
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[properly] imitate Kis fatlicr, but was guilty ol' 
as wicked pradliees as thofia that lirlt had God 
in couteinpt; Itut the king of Syria brought 
him low, ahd, by an expedition againft him, 
did fo greatly reduce his forces, that there re¬ 
in allied no more of fo great an army rhan ten 
thouland armed men, and fifty horfeinen. He 
alfo took away from him his great cities, and 
many id' them alfo, and deftroyed his army. 
And thefe were the things that the people of 
(frael luffered, according to the prophecy of 
Eliilia, when he foretold that Hazael fhould kill 
his mailer, and reign over the Syrians and Da- 
mafeens. But wdien Jehoahaz was under fuch 
unavoidable mifciies, he had recourfc to prayer 
and fupplicatlon to God, and befought him to 
deliver him out of the hands of Hazael, and 
not overlook him, and give him up into his 
hands. Accordingly, God accepted of his re¬ 
pentance, inllcau of virtue ; and being defircms 
rather to admonifli thofe that might repent, and 
iiot to determine that they fliould be utterly j 
ileflroyecl, lie granted him deliverance from j 
%var and dangers. So tlie country having ob- | 
mined peace, returned again to its former con¬ 
dition, and llouriflicd as before. 

6 . Now, after the clealh of Jehoahaz, his 
foil joalh took the kingdom, in the thirty- 
ic.vciith year of Jehoadi, the king of the tribe 
of ludah. 'Fhis Joafli then took the kingdom 
of Ifracl, in Samaria ; for lie had the fame name 
a ith the king of Jerulalem, and he retained 
kingdom lixteen years. He was a * good 
man, .iiul in his uifpofifioii was not at all like 
O) his father. Now at this time it was, that 
■•vhen Eihha the prophet, who was already very 
old, and was now fallen into a difeafe, the king 

'■ 'This chnrniher of Joafli, tlie foil of Jcl'.oaliaz, that 
' •ti.'j a geeJ inaUy and lU his difpcfilion no'i at all liLf lo his 
lalhiV, fceuis a dircfl contradiction to our ordinary copies, 
•.vhich lay, 2 Kiiip;s xiii. l i. chat he did evil in thej.ght of 

’ Loyd , and that I'l- deparUxl not from all the fins cj fero- 
i'.srs, the fon of Nikit, ‘who nude Ifrat'l to ftif he nvalkcd 
thi'nhi. Whicii copies are here the trueft, it is hard po- 
iitivcly to determine. If Jofephu.i’s he true, this joalh is 
the (ingle inilance of a good king over the ten tribes : If 
..he other be true, wc have not one fucli c.\ain])Ic. "The 
account (hat fc'lio’.vs, in ail copies, of Elilha tic; prophet’s 
■ G.-icern for him, and his concern for Elilha, lycatiy ia- 
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of Ifrael came to vifit him ; and when he foiii 
him very near death, he began to weep in li 
fight, and lament, “ To call him his father, an 
his weapons, becaufe it was by his means th: 
he never made ufe of his weapons againff hi 
enemies, hut that he overcame his own adver 
lliries by his prophecies, without fightiag ; ant 
that he was now departing this life, and leav¬ 
ing him to the Syrians, that W'ere already arm¬ 
ed, and to other enemies of his that were uiuler 
their power: So he faid, it w'as not lafc for 
Iiim to live any longer, but that it would be 
well for him to haften to his end , and depart 
out of this life with lilm.” As the king wms 
thus bemoaning himfelf, Elifha comforted liim, 
and bid the king bend a bow that was brought 
him; and when the king had fitted tlie bow 
for fliootirig, Elillia took hold of his hands, 
and bid him fhoot; and when he had Ihot 
three arrows, and then left off, Elilha faid, “ If 
thou hadft fliot more aiTOWs, thou hadll cut 
the kingdom of Syria up by the roots; but 
fince thou haft been fatisfied w ith fliooting three 
times only, thou fhalt light and heat tlie Sy¬ 
rians no more times than three, that thou mayeft 
recover that country vi'liich they cut oft* from 
thy kingdom in the i-eign of thy father.” So 
w’hen the king had heard that, he departed; and 
a little w’hilc after, the prophet died. Ele waas a 
man celebrated for rightcoufnefs, and in emi¬ 
nent fiivour with God. He alfo performed 
wonderful and furpriling wmrks by prophecy, 
and fuch as were glorioufly preferved in memo¬ 
ry by the Hebrews. He alfo obtained a mag¬ 
nificent funeral, fuch an one indeed as it w^as lit 
a perfon fo beloved of God fhould have. It 

alia 

vour jofephus’s copies, anc! fuppofe this hing to have hccu 
then a good man, and no idolater, witli wlioni Cod’s pro¬ 
phets tiled not to be I'o familiar. Upon die whole, (iiicc 
it appears, even by jofephus’s own account, dial Amaziah, 
the good king of judah, while he was a good king, was 
forbidden to make ufe of the 100,000 anxili.irics he had 
liircd of this Joafli, tlie king of Ifracl, as if lie and they were 
then idol.iters, 2 Chr. x.xv. 6,—i,. it is moil likely that 
thefe dificreiit charac.lers of joalh luited the (hlFerent j'.'n e. 
of hi.s reign, and tliat, according t(i our common k u.esl 
! he was at lirlt a wick'cd king, and altcrwards was n ' ...uii- 
[I cd, and became a good one, according to Jolcjiius, 
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.'•iio liappened, that at that time ci..rtain robbers 
call a man, vrhom they had fjain, into Elifha’s 
grave ; and upon liis dead itody coming clofe 
!() Elilha’s body, it revived again. And thus 
far liave we enlarged abotit tlic avtions of Eli- 
iha tlic prophet, both liieh as lie did wiiilc isc 
was alivic, and how lie had a divine power af¬ 
ter his deatlValfo. 

7. Now upon the death ofElazacl, the king 
of Syria, that kingdom came to x'\dad his fon, 
with whom Joafli, king of Ifrael, made war ; 
and when he Iiad beaten him in three battles, 
lie tool: fro-'^ him all that country, and all 
thole cities and villages whicli his father Ila- 
zacl liad taken from the kingdom of Ifrael, 
whiclt came to pals however according to the 
]iro})hecy of Elilha. But wlten Joafli happen¬ 
ed to die, he was buried in Samaria, and tlie 
government devolved 0x1 his fon Jeroboam. 


C II A P. IX. 

Ffozu Amo'ziah made an Expedition ngainjl the 
Edomites and Amalekites^ and conquered 
them ; hut 'when he afterward made War 
again/l pfoafj^ he was beaten^ and not long 
aj'tcr wns jlain ; and Uzziah fact ceded in 
the Government ,, 

% I. TVTf^kV in the fecond year of the reign 
of Joafli over Ifrael, Ama/dah reign¬ 
ed over the tribe of Judah, in Jerufalcni. His 
mother’s name was ychoaddan^ tvho was born 
at Jerufalem. He was exceeding careful of 
tloing what was right, and this when he was 
very young; but tvheii he came to the manage¬ 
ment of affairs, and to tlie government, he rc- 
folved that he ought lirft of all to avenge his 
father Jehoafli, and to pimifli thole his friends ' 
that had laid violent hands upon liim ; fo he ; 
fer/.ed upon them all, and put them to death ; | 
yet did he execute no I'evcrity on their children, ! 
but adted therein according to the laws of Mo- ' 
!es, v.dio did not think it jufl to punifli children 
fms of their fathers. After this, he 
^lofe him an ariny out of the tribe of Judah |i 
and Benjamin, ol fuch as were in the flower 


of tb.vii age, and about twenty rears old ; and 
when he had colleBed about three lufndred 
thoidand of them top,ether, he let cajitaim of 
liuiulreds over tliem. He alio i-..it to the biog 
ol lirael, and hired an hundreti ihoiilaml ol' 
lii.i loldiers lor an hundred talents ot hlvei ; fur 
he had refolved to make an expedition againit 
tlic nations of the Amalekites, and lidomites, 


andGebalitcs : But as he was p 


irepann- 


fc. 


ms 


expedition, and I'cady to go out to the war, .1 
projrhct gave him counlel to dilmils tlic anny 
of the Ifraelites, becaule they were bad men, 
and becaufc God foretold tiiat he Ihould be 
beaten, if he made ufe of them as auxiliaries; 
but that he fliould overcome his enemies, 
though he had but a few foldicrs, when it fo 
pleafed God. And wdicn the king grudged at 
Iris having already paid the hire of the Ilraclitcs, 
the prophet exhorted him to do what God 
would have him, becaufc he fhould thereby 
obtain much wealth from God. So ho difinih 
fed them, and laid that he flill freely gave them 
their pay; and went liimfcff with his own 
army, and made war v. ith the nations before- 
mentioned ; and when he had beaten them in 
battle, lie ilcw of them ten thoufind, and took 
as many priioners alive, whom he brought to 
the great rock which is in Arabia, and threw 
them down from it headlong. He alfo brought 
away a great deal of prey, and vail riches, from 
thofc nations. But wdiilc Amaziah was en¬ 
gaged in this expedition, thofe Ifraelites whom 
he had hired, and then difmiffed, were very 
uneafy at it; and taking their difniiffion for an 
affront, as luppofmg that this would not have 
been done to them but out of contempt, they 
fell upon his kingdom, and proceeded to f]x)il 
the country as far as Beth-horon, and took 
much cattle, and ilcw three thoufand men. 

2. Now, upon the viifloty which Amaziah 
had gotten, and llic great ads he liad clone, he 
was puffed up, and began to overlook God, 
who had given him the vidory, and proceed¬ 
ed to worlliip the gods he liad brought out oi 
the country of the Amalekites. So a projihc! 
cainc to him, and laid, That he wondered 

I'UV: 
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how he could eheem thcle to he gods, who had 
been iio advantage to tlicir owji people, who 
paid them honour;;, nor Iiad delivered them 
iro)u id", hands ; !',ut iunl overlooked the de- 
dniclion oi’ manv of tliem, and Jiad luffered 
theinlelvcs to he eairled captive ; for that tliey 
had been carried to jcruialcm in tlic fame man¬ 
ner ar, any one might liavc taken lomc ol the 
enemy alive, and led them thitiicr.” d’his re¬ 
proof provoked the king to anger, and he com- 
j)iaiulcd the projrhct to liold his })eace; and 
threatened to jnmiih him, if he meddled with 
liis condufl. So he re])licd, I’hat “ he Ihould 
indeed hold his peace j hut foretold withal, that 
Cod would not overlook his attempts for inno¬ 
vation.” Ikit Amaziah was not ahlc to con¬ 
tain hiinfeh; under that proljKrity which CJod 
had given him, .ilihough he had aflrontcd God 
thereupon ; hiH in a Acnn ot inloicncc he wrote 
to ](;alh, the king; of lirael, and commarulcd, 
That “ he and all his peo|)!c tliould be obedi¬ 
ent (o him, as ihcv hid lonncrly hcen ohedient 
(o his pro;>;cuito!'s, O.ivitl and Solomon ; and he 
let him know, that if he would not he lb wife, 
a, to do wliat he ci'mmaiuled liiiti, he mull 
light for his dominion.” 'ho wliicli mcirage 
Joalli returned this anlwei' in \vnilinp;; “ King 
joall) to king Aina/nah. ” There was a vallly 
l:il! cvp'i'cfs-trec in moim.t Lehanon, as alio a 
ti.iilis : thi;; tliillie lei'.t to the evprels-tree, to 
give the cv’pre1s-trec';; d.iogjiter in marriage ‘o 
tile ihiiiic’s ion ; h;u ms the lliihle was laying- 
this, tliei’c cime a wild hcall, and trod down 
tlic thillle: An,! tiiis may he a lelTun to thee, j 
not to 1)0 lo ;imhltions, and to have a c.ire, led, 
upon thv !;ood I'uccels in the fght againfl the 
Aina!e!;ites, thou gmwefl lu proud, as to hring 
dan;>;ers njion tlr,'leT, and upon thy kingdom. 

When Ama/.iah had read tliis letter, he 
was more eager upon this expedition, which, I 
li!p])Oih, w.is hy the impulle ol Cod, that he 
migiit he pimiiiied for his ofience againh him. 
I’ut .IS i'oo'i as he led out his army" againd h>- 
alh, and ihev were going to join hattle with 
h.im, tiurc c une lucii a iear and conllcrna- 
tion upon tlic army of Amaziah, as God, 
when lie is diipl.aild, fends upon men; and 
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difeomfitted them, even before they came t< 

cloi'e light. Now it happened, that as th 

were Icattered about by the terror that v 

upon them, Amaziah was left alone, and v 

taken prifoncr by the enemy ; w'horcupi 

|oalh threatened to kill him, unlcls he woi 

I pcrl'uade the people of Jcrufalem to ()]/,cn ih 

I gates to him, and receive him arid his army 

! into the city. Accordingly", Amaziah was lo 

dillrcfTed, and in fueh fear of his life, that he 

made his enemy to be received into tlie cits. 

So Joalh overthrew a part of the wall, of the 

length of four hundred cubits, piul ilrove hi 

chariot through the hrcacli into [erufalem, and 

led 7 \maziah captive along with him : hy whiil. 

means he became mailer of Jcruialcm, and 

took away the trcafircs of God, and carried 

olfall the gold and hlver that was in the king’' 

palace, and then freed the king from captivity', 

and returned to Samaria. Now thefc thing,, 

happened to the people of Jcrufalem in the 

I Ibiirlccnth year of the reign of Amaziah, who 

i alter this had a conhpiracy" made agsiinll him 

I hy his friends, and lied to the city Ltichiili, 

j ;uid was there fain hy" the cojil]Mrators, w lio 

I lent men thither to kill him. So they took 

np his dead body, .and carried it: to,Jcrufalem, 

;ind made a royal luneral for Iiitu. This wa;> 

the end ol the life ol Amaziah, hccatiie ol’ Id;- 

! innovatimis in religion, and his eouternjit eg 

j Clod, when he had lived fifty-four yctirs, anc'J 

1 had reigned twenty-nine. He was I'uccceded 

: hv his Ion, whole name was Uzzia/j. 

1 ^ ’ 


I CHAP. X. 

I Cvticrrji'utv yo-obncim^ 'if 

! nah ihe Pj'ophct; mut how, f the Dccilh 
'if Jhis Son Zaebariah took the Go- 

To i'innei/t. Jlow U‘Z‘'hih, K/nj>' oj yen/fjleni, 

\ fnlulned /he hatun/s ihi:/ were ? oinid iibout 
I Ihin ojuk xvhat befel bhn ivbcn he iUtcmpleJ 
I to offer hieenfe to GoJ. 

I 

1 

§ t'TN the fifteenth y"ear of the reign or/vVi<t^ 
A ziah, Jeroboam, the fon of Joafli, reign 

cd 




ANTI Q^U I T I E S O F T II E j E W S. 


X. 

y 

' ed over Il'racl, in Samaria, forty years. This ;| in;;, tlie mariners, the maflcr, 
king was guilty of * contumely againft CtocI, j, himfclf, made jn-ayers and vow 


and became very wicked in wornil])ping of idols, 
and in many undertakings that were abfurd and 
foreign. » He was alfo the caufe of ten thou- 
fand misfortunes to the people of Ifracl. Now 
one Joitah, a prophet, foretold to him, that he ; 
fioiild make war with the Syrians, and compier ; 
their army, and enlarge the bounds of his king- ' 
dom, on the northern parts, to the city Hamath, i 
and on the fonthern, to the lake Afphaltitis; | 
for the hounds of the Canaanites originally j 
were thefe, as Jofluia their general had deter- | 
mined them. So Jeroboam made an expedition ' 
againit the Syrians, and over-ran all their coun¬ 
try, as Jonah had foretold; [ 

2 . Now I cannot but think it ncceffary for ^ 
me, who have promifed to give an accurate ac- :■ 
count of our affairs, to deferibe the adlions of; 
this proplict, fo far as I have 'found them writ- j 
ten down in the Hebrew books. Jonah had 
been commanded by God to go to the kiiigdom 
of Nineveh ; and when he was there, to pub- 
lilh it in tlun city, how it Ihould lofe the domi¬ 
nion it had over the nations : But he went not, 
out of fear ; nay, he ran away from God to the 
city Joppa, and finding a fliip there, he went 
into it, and failed to f Tarfus in Cilicia; and 
upon the rife of a mod terrible dorm, which 
was fo great that the diip was in danger of fink- 
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and l!.c pl’i!'? 
, in calc thev 

efcajiedthe fea ; but Jonah layflill and covered 
[in the Ihij)] without imitating any thin;;- whicli 
tlie others did : but as (he waves jotw greatc:, 
and the fea became more violent by the winds, 
they lufpcclecl, as is ulual in fuch eal'es, th,n 
foinc one of the yierfons that failed widi them 
was the occafion of this Itonn, and agrectl to 
difeover by lot wdiich of them it was. When 
tliey had j ead lots, tlie lot fell ujion tlie pro¬ 
phet ; and when they afked him, Wdicuce he 
came? and what he had done? lie replied, 
That lie was an Hebrew by nation, and a pro¬ 
phet of Almighty God ; and he periiuulcd them 
to cad him into the fea, if they would el'eapc 
the danger they were in; for that he was the 
occafion of the dorm which was upon them.. 
Now at the firil they durd not do fo, as elleem- 
ing it a wicked thing to call a man, who was a 
drangcr, and who had committed his lile to 
them, into inch manlfeft perdition ; hut at laif, 
when their misfortune overbore them, and the 
drip was jud going to he drowned, and when 
they were animated to do it by the projiljct 
himielf, and by the feai eoneerning their own 
lafety, they call him into the fea; upon which, 
the i'ea became cjlin. It is alfo related, that |o- 
jl nail was fvvallowed down by a wlialc, and that, 

1 1 when 


* Wliat I have above noted concerning Jelio.ifli, feenis 
t-j me to h.ivc been true alfo concerning Ids fon Jerobo¬ 
am II. I'iz. tliat altliougli he began wdckedly, as Jofepbus 
agrees witli our other copies, and, as he adds, ivtis the 
Liv:!} of a I'ujl nnmhir of misfortunes to the Ifrailites in thofe 
Iiis lirit years (tlie particulars of which are unhappily want¬ 
ing both m Jofepbus and m all our copies) fo docs il feciii 
to me that he w.is afterward recl.iiincd, and bec.ime a 
good king, and fo was encouraged by the prophet Jonah, 
and had great I'ucceflcs afterward, when GW freed the If 
rnelites by the bund of Jeroboam, the fon of JoaJh, 2 Kings 
j;iv. 27. which encouragement by Jonah, and great fue- 
eelles, arc equally obfervable in jofepbus, and in the o- 
thcr copies. 

I' When Jonah is faid in our Cihles to have gone to 
Tarfliifli, Jonah i. 3. Jofepbus undcrllood it that he went 
ortffjirjh'ifl) in Cifuia, or to the Mediterranean Sea, upon 
^Idch 'I’arfus lay ; fo that he docs nut appear 10 have read if 
'the text, T Kings xxii. 48. as our copies do, Jloips cf h 
TarQoUlo could lie at Eziongeber, upon the Red .Sea. | 
But as to Jofcplius’s .tlTertion, that Jonah’s fill) was earri- 


ed by tlie ilrength of (lie current, upon a fiorm, fii 

as the htrxru .V.n, u c. no wav inijv.'lhble : .nid iliue the 
ilorm might ii.ive dioen ihc lldp, wlnle joii.ih w.i-- in ii, 
near 10 ih.i' Lusine Sc.i, ;m<l ijnee in ihue nioi.- d.iy,-., 
wliile he was in tie, lilh’s heliy, th,:t current n.iglu bniia 
! him to the Allyii.i;) co.ill, and linee withal th.u co.dl 
j could bring liini nearer to Niucveli tlian c<mid .my 
o! the Mediten anc.ui, it 1.. by no me. ms an irnpi oh.dile d ■ 
Icriniii.ition in Joftphu ,. 

J 'J’his ancient pice of r' ligion, of fnppoling theic w.is 
great fin wliere tin re \., . gjeai tinuiy, and of c.dling lot,, 
to dileover great linii'i-, I'ot only ainong the IfradilC', 
but among tlicfc heal hen m.iriners, fcciiis a lem.irk.i'oh; 
lemain.i ul the .ii.eicnt tr.vhtion which )Mei.iileil of old 
over all m.inkind, tli.il Ihovidciue iileil to interpoie vifihl'/ 
in all human .tllaiis, and iifver to hiing, or at hall not 
long to coniiiiuc noioiiuus judgmem;., but foriioloimiis 
fins, which tlie moll aintieiit btiok of Job Ihew,. to'ii.ai, 
been the Itaicof mankind for about the lormcr jc;., '.e.us 
of die world, till tlie davs of fol) and Moh:,, 

si L 
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when he had been there three days, and as 
many nights, he was vomited out upon the 
Kuxine Sea,; and this alive, and w’ithout any 
hurt upon his body ; and tlicre, on liis prayer 
to C iod, lie obtained pardon tor his iins, and 
went to the city of Nineveh, where lie ftood 
To as to be heard ; and preached, “ That in a 
very little time they lliould lofe the dominion 
of Aha.” And when he had publilhcd this, 
he r-.iiinied. Now 1 have given this account 
about him as' I found it written [in our 
books]. 

3. V/iJEN Jeroboam the king had pafled his 
life in great happinefs, and had ruled forty 
years, he died, and was buried in Samaria, 
and his fon Zaciiariah took the kingdom. Af¬ 
ter the fame manner did U/ziah, the fon of 
Amaziah, begin to reign over the two tribes in 
Jeruialem, in the fourteentli year of the reign of 
Jeroboam. He was born of Jecoliah, his mo- 
tlier, who was a citizen of Jcrufalcm. He 
was a good man, and by nature righteous, 
and magnanimous, and very laborious in taking 
care of the affairs of his kingdom. He made an 
expedition alfo againft the Philiftines, and over¬ 
came them in battle, and took the cities of 
Gath and Jabnch, and brake down their walls: 
after which expedition, he alikultcd thofe A- 
rabs that adjoined to F.gy])t. He alfo built a 
v ity upon the Red Sea, and put a garrifon in¬ 
to it. He alter this overthrew the Ammonites, 
•ind appointed that tliey fhould pay tribute. 
He alfo overcame all the countries as f!ir as to 
the bounds of Egypt, and then began to take 
care of jerufafem itfclf for the reft of his life ; 
for he rebuilt and reyiaired all thofe parts of 
the wall which had either fallen down by length 
o!' time, or by the carelefnefs of the kings his 
predccelfors, as well as all that part which had 
been thrown down by the king of Ifrael, when 
he took his fatlier Amaziah prifoner, and enter¬ 
ed with him into th-e city. Moreover, he built 
•T great many towers, of one hundred and fifty 
cubits high, and built walled towns in defart 
jdaces, and put garrifons into them, and dug 
many channels for conveyance of vrater. lie 
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had alfo many heafts for labour, and an 
inenfe number of cattle; for his country wa-. 
fit for pafturage. He was alfo given to hulband- 
ry, and took care to cultivate the ground, and 
planted it with all forts of plants, and fowed it 
with all forts of feeds. He had alfo about liiin 
an army compofed of chofen men, in nttmber 
three hundred and feventy thoufand, who were 
governed by general officers, and captains of 
thoufands, who were men of valour, and of 
unconquerable ftrength, in number two thou¬ 
fand. He alfo divided his whole army into 
bands, and armed them, giving..?vcry one a 
fword, with brazen bucklers, and breaftplatcs, 
with bows, and flings; and befides thefe, he 
made for them many engines of war for bc- 
ficgiug of cities, fuch as caft ftoncs and darts, 
with graplers, and other inftruments of that 
fort. 

4. While Uzziah was in this flate, and ma¬ 
king preparations [for futurity] he was corrupt¬ 
ed in liis mind by pride, and became infolent, 
and this on account of that abundance which 
he had of things that will foon perifli ; and dc- 
fpifed tliat power, which is of eternal duration 
(which confiftcd in piety towards God, and in 
the obfervation of his laws); fo he fell by occa- 
flon of the good fuccefs of his aflairs, and was 
carried headlong into thofe flns of his fathers, 
which the fplcndor of that profperity he en¬ 
joyed, and the glorious adlions he had done, 
led him into, while he was not able to govern 
himfelf well about them. Accordingly, when 
a remarkable day was come, and a general fcf- 
tival was to be celebrated, he put on the holy 
garment, and went into the temple to offer in- 
cenfc to God upon tlie golden altar, which lie 
was prohibited to do by Azariah the high priefl, 
who had fourfeore priefls with him, and who 
told him that it was not lawful for him to offer 
facrifice, and that “ none befides the pofterity 
of Aaron were permitted fo to do.” And when 
they cried out, that he muff go out of the tem¬ 
ple, and not tranfgrefs againft God, he lyas 
wroth at them, and threatened to kill them, Qi)(- 
lefs tliey would hold their peace ; In the mean 

lime, 
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tune, a great ^ earthquake fliook the ground, 
and a rent was made in the temple, and the 
briglrt rays ot' the fun llioric thro’ it, and fell 
upon the kuig’s face, infomuch, that the leprofy 
icized u{)oa him immediately. And before the 
eity, at a place called Eroge^ half the moun- 
t.t.in brqke olf from the reft on the weft, and 
rolled itfelf four furlongs, and ftood ftill at the 
call mountain, till the roads, as well as the king’s 
gardens, were Ipoilcd by the obftrudlion. Now 
as foon as the priefts faw that the king’s face 
was infedled with the leprofy, they told him of 
the calamity he was under, and commanded 
that he fiioulcl go out of the city as a polluted 
perfon. Hereupon, he was fo confounded at 
the fad diftemper, and fenfible that he was not 
at liberty to contradid, that he did as he was 
commanded, and underwent this mifcrable and 
terrii)le punilhmeut for an intention beyond 
what bcilltcd a man to have, and for that impi¬ 
ety againft Clod which was implied therein. 
So he abode out of the city for fome time, and 
lived a private life, while his fon Joiham took 
the government ; after which he died with grief 
and anxiety at what had happened to him, 
when he had lived fixty-eight years, and reign¬ 
ed of them fifty-two ; and was burled by him- 
lelf in bis own gardens. 
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IIoiv Zacharlah^ Shalhim^ Menahcm^ Pckahuih^ 
and Pekah^ took the Goverunieiit over the Jf- 
racl'itcs ; and bow Pul, and 'Jiglath-Pilefer, 
made a?! Expedition agaiiijl the Ifraelites : 
Ho%v “Jotham, the Son oj Uzziah, reigned over 
the Prihe of fudah ; and what Things Na- 
binn prophefied againf the Afyrians, 

i-TwrOW when Zacharialr, the fon of Jc- 
roboam, had reigned fix months 

* Tills account of an earthquake at Jerufalem, at the 
very fame time when Itzziah ufurped the priefl’s otfue, 
and went inio the fancluary to bum ineenfe, and of the 
■'•ffttfequcnces of tli.it earthquake, is entirely wanting in our 
’ Ather copies, tho’ it he exceeding like to a prophecy of Je¬ 
remiah’s, now in Zach. xiv. 4, c;. in which prophet y 
roeiitioa is inailc of peeing frum that i-urthqietkc as ihn 
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over Ifracl, he was fiain by the treachery of y. 
certain friend of his, witofc name was Pnallaia, 
the fon of Jabcfli, who took the kingdom aU 
tervvard, but kept it no longer than thirty days; 
lor Meuahem, the general of his army, who 
was at that time in the city Tlrzab, and hc.ird 
of what had bcfiillen Zachuriah, removed there¬ 
upon with all his forces to Samaria, and join¬ 
ing battle with Shallum, llcw him ; and whe:i 
he had made hlmlelf king, he went tlicncc, 
and came to the city Tiphfali; hut the citizens 
that were in it, lluit their gates, and barred 
them againft the king, and would not admit 
him : But in order to be avenged on them, he 
burnt the country round about it, and took 
the city by force, upon a fiege ; and being very 
much dilpleafed at what the Inhabitants of 
Tiphfah had done, he flew them all, and fpared 
not lo much as the infiints, without omitting 
the utmoft inftanccs of cruelty and barbarity j 
for he ufed iiicli feverity upon his own coun¬ 
trymen, as would not be jiardonablc wuli re¬ 
gard to ftrangers, who had been conquered by 
him. And after this manner it was that this 
Menaliem continued to reign, with cruelty and 
barbarity, for ten years; But when Pul, king 
of Affyria, had made an expedition againft 
him, he did not ineet to fight or engage in 
j battle with the AlTyrians ; l)ut he perfuaded 
I liim to accept of a thoufand talents of lilver, 
and to go away, and fo pul an end to the war. 
This fum the innititiide eollcdlcd for Mcna- 
hem, by f exiufting 50 drachmae as poll-money 
for every head ; alter wltich he died, and was 
buried in Samaria, and left his Ion Pekahiah 
his fuccclTor in the kingdom, who followed the 
barbarity of his father, and lb ruled Iiut two 
j years only; after which he was fiain with his 
I friends at a feafi, by the treachery of one /V- 
' kedj, the general of his horfe, and the fon of 
I Re- 

j _/7rt/ fforn th'n CiirthqUi'.kf in thr Jnts p Uzxinh li/:q o/l ptidnh ■' 
io that there Icems ti) haxe beui fiune conluler.iblc re" 
Icniblaiice between thtfe hiUi.'rlcal uiul prophetical eartli- 
quakes. 

•| Dr "Wall, in his eiliienl lu.lrs on ; Kiiiys xv. in. ob- 
fcr'ics, “ Tliat when ihia Me.iaiieni is fa.ii to li.ive exi\lid 

gc 
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.Rcmallah, who laid fuarcs for him. Now this 
Pckalihield tlac govcrnnunit twenty years, and 
f>roa ed a wicked man, and a tranfgrclTor. But 
tlie king of Alfyria, whole name was 'T'lglalh- 
P'llcfcr^ when he iiad ni idc an expedition a- 
g dnd the Ifr.aclites, and liad over-run all the 
hnd of Gilead, and the region hevond Jordan, 
and lltc adjoining country, which is called 
and Kadclh, and Hazor, he made the 
inhaintants priloncrs, and (raniplantcd tliem 
into his own kingdcnn. And io much fhall 
fullicc to have related here concerning tlie king 
of Aflyria. 

2. Now jotliam, the fon of Uzziah, reign¬ 
ed over the tribe of Judah in Jerufalein, being 
a citizen thereof by Iris mother, wdiolc name 
was "ferupja. This king was not defedlive in 
airv virtue, hut was religious torvards God, and 
righteous towards men, and careful of the good 
of the city (for W'IkU parts i’oever wanted to be 
repaired or adorned, lie magnificently repaired 
and ailonied them). lie alio took care of the 
lO mdatloas of the ch'ificrs in the temple, and 
repaired the walls that were fallen down, and 
Iruilt very great towers, and inch as were al- 
moll imprcgaiahlc ; and ll any thing die i;i 
Iris klng'dom had been neglcTcd, he ttrok great 
care of it. He alio made an cx]rcdition ap^ainil 
the z\mmonites, anti overcame thenr in battle, 
.and ordered them tfi jrav tri])ure, an hundred 
talents, and ten tlioiifand ctiri ol wlicat, and 
as man)’ td ha.iiev, every year; and h) ang- 
tnerUed his hiiigth';'.!'., that his eiienues could 
not tlelpile aiitl I'.is own jtcop'e hired liaj)- 
pily. 

y. Now liicrc was at this tune a piayhcr, 
whole naine ry es Ad'/'/.-w, who fpake alter this 
manner cc'iicerning the overthrow (sf the Al- 
fyrians, and of Nenevch : “ Nineveh lhall be 

tie nf Ifr iel nf all ;}\- mi^htx me?} of wallhy of emh ?>?a?i 

h'ileh of to rive rul, the king of looo 

tnleni', thi . e. the fivlt public money uuIlsI by any ( If- 
r.itlit. ] I I'lg I'v I tri\ <.n tbe people ; tlrit t!n.y ubal Ik fore 
to la'.le il out of llie triai'ines of the hnufe oi the l.oril, 
fir of tbeii o’l ii luiub' : tb.it it was .i poll-nioney en tlie 
rirh men i .mkI tbein on!'-’) to viifc 35a,ooC‘!. or .it. I'ther.s 
i.'unt a i.ii' n: 4:'o,oi o I. at the v.ne of 6 1 . or 7 1 . per 
I v hi ; an 1 'h.'f C'k'i comm Hulctl by ]'l/.ekiel, eh. \lv. 8. 
■nui ,\iM. i! ti,.: iio fuih tliiig tliouhl be ilone tlie 
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a pool of water in motion ; fo fhall all the peo¬ 
ple be troubled, end tc lfed, and go away by 
fligh.t; while they fay one to another, Hand ' 
(land dill! feize their gold and filver ; for there 
lhall he no one to wifh them w'e'll, for-tliey will 
ratlicr lave their lives than their money; ’ or a ter¬ 
rible contention fliall pofiefs them one idtli ano¬ 
ther, and lamentation, and loofing of ihemem- 
bc’-s, and their countenancc.s fliall be perfctldlv 
black with fear. And wlierc will be the den of 
the lion.s, and the mother of the young lions i* 
Clod fays to thee, Nineveh, tliat tliey fhall deface 
tlicc, and the lion fhall no rongc-"go out from 
thee to give laws to the world.” And indeed 
this prophet prophefied many other things bc- 
fidcs thele coueerning Nineveh, whicli I do not 
think ncceffar^to repeat; and 1 here omit them, 
tliat I may mAappear troubleforne to my read¬ 
ers ; All which things happened aliout^Nincvch, 
an hundred and fifteen years afterward ; I'o tlii:. 
may fullicc to have fpokcii of thefc matters. 

C H A V. Xll. 

upon the DciUh rf pfothaw^ Ahu’z. repued 
lu his Stead: agaiujl ^uhoui^ Reziu^ King of' 
Syria, and Pekah, King of Jfracl, made JVar : 
and ho-w Tiglath-Pilrpr, King z/' yljhyria, 
came to the yljjijlance of Ah a-z, and la'0r Sy¬ 
ria WaJIe; and removing the Damafens into 
Media, placed other Rations in their Pooni. 

5 !• Jotliarn died when he had lived 

1 ^ forty-one years, and of them reign¬ 
ed fi.xtccn, and was huriecl in the Jcpulchrcs 
of the kings ; and tlie kingdom came to his fon 
Ahaz, who proved moll impious towaislsGod, 
and a tranigrefl’or of the laws of his country. 

He 

Jews rcflorniioii Ibut the king fl;oulfl have ofliis owu..’' 

* Ibis p.ill.ige is taken out of the prophet Nahum ii. 
S)—13- *■’ hie pTinciji.il, or raihtr tlie tuily one th.it is 

given us alniolt t, i /’a/.w, but a little abuilgeil, in all Jole- 
pliiu. s known writings : by whicli tjuotation we learn vvh.it 
lie bnufelf .ilwavs afleits, luz. that lie niade ulc oT'.tirc. 
Hebiew original f.indnot of the Greek vei rion’j j ,is .lilT 
we learn, th.it his llehrew copy conlKlerably ditlcrcd from 
ours. iSce all three texts partinilarly fet down and coin- 
pared toguhti m the Elhiy on the Old Tellanicnt, p. 187. 
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He imitated the kings of IfracI, and reared al¬ 
tars in Jerufalem, and offered facrificcs upon 
them to idols; to which alfo he offered his 
own fon as a burnt-offering, according to the 
pradicesyof the Canaanites. His other aftions 
were alfo of the fame fort. Now as he was 
going (XI in this mad courfe, Rezin, the king 
of Syria and Damafeus, and Pekah, the king 
of Ifrael, who were now at amity one with ano 
ther, made war with him ; and when they had 
driven him into Jerufalem, they befieged tha 
city a long while, making but a final! progrefs 
on account the ftrength of its walls : And 
when the king of Syria had taken the city 
Elath, upon the Red Sea, and had flain the in¬ 
habitants, he peopled it with Syrians; and 
xvhen he had flain thole in the [other] garri- 
fons, and the Jews in their neighbourhood, and 
had driven away much prey, he returned with 
his army back to Damafeus. Now when the 
king of Jerufalem knew that the Syrians were 
returned home, he fuppofing himfelf a match 
for the king of Ifrael, drew out his army againll 
him, and joining battle with him, was beaten ; 
and this happened becaufe God was angry with 
him, on account of his many and great enor- 
'mitics. Accordingly, there were flain by the 
Ifraclites one hundred and twenty thoufand of 
his men that day, whofe general, Amaziah by 
name, flew Zachariah the king’s fon in this 
confli£l with Ahaz, as well as the governor of the 
kingdom, whofe name was A'zrkam. He alfo 
carried Elcanab, the general of the troops of 
the tribe of Judah, into captivity. They alfo 
carried the women and chjldrcn of the tribe 
of Benjamin captives: and when they had got¬ 
ten a great deal of prey, they returned to Sa¬ 
maria. 

2. Now there was one Obed, who was a pro¬ 
phet at that time in Samaria; he met the army 
before the city walls, and with a loud voice told 
them. That “ they had gotten the vidory, not 
by their own ftrength, but by rcafon of the 
anger God had againft king Ahaz,’* And he 
tftMnplained, That “ they were not fatisfied with 
4 ]ite good fueeefs they had had againft him, but 
were fo bold as to make captives out of their 


kinfmen the tribes of Judah and Benjamin. 
He alfo gave them counl'el to let them go home 
without doing them any liarm, for that if they 
did not obey God herein they Ihdiikl he pu- 
niihed.” So the people ct Ifrael came toge¬ 
ther to their alTcmbly, and conlidcrcd of tlicfc 
matters, when a man, whofe name was Ihrc- 
ch/iih, and who was one of chief reputation in 
the government, Hood up, and tlircc others 
with him, and laid, “ We will not fuller the 
citizens to bring thefe prifoners into the city, 
left we he all deltroycd by God : we have fins 
enough of our own that we have committed 
againft him, as the prophets allure us ; ,n(?r 
ouglit we therefore to introduce the pradiac of 
new crimes.” When the foidiers heard that, 
they permitted them to do what they thought 
bell. So the fore-named men took the captives, 
and let them go, and took care of them, and 
gave them provifions, and lent them to their 
own country, without doing them any harm. 
However, thefe lour went along with them, 
and conduded them as far as Jericho, wliicJi 
is not far from Jerufalem, and relumed to Sa¬ 
maria. 

3. Hereupon, king Ahaz, having been lo 
thoroughly beaten by the lliaclitcs, lent to 
Tiglath-Pilefer, king of tlic All) rians, and hi¬ 
ed for Gllillance from him in his war againll 
the llraylltcs, and Syrians, and Damalceus, with 
a promife to leiul him much money : He lent 
him alfo great prefents at the fame time. Now 
this king, upon the reception of thofe amballa- 
dors, came to allill Ahaz, and made war ujiou 
the Syrians, and laid their country waftc, and 
took Damafeus by force, and flew Rezin tlicir 
king, and tranfjilanted the people of Damalcus 
into the upper Media, and brought a colony 
of Alfyrians, and planted them in Damafeus. 
He alfo afflided tlie land of Ifrael, and took, 
many captives out of it: while he was doing 
thus with' the Syrians, king Ahaz took all the 
gold that was in the king’s treafures, and tlu- 
lilver, and what was in the temple of God, 
and what precious gifts were there; and he 
carried them with him, and came to Damafeus, 

4 M and 
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and gave them to the king of Aflyria, according 
to his- agreement. So he coafeifed that he 
owed him thanks for all that he had done for 
him, and returned to ferufalem. Now this 
king was fo fottilh^ and thoughtlefs of what 
was for his own good, that he would not leave 
off worfhipping the vSyrian gods, when he was 
beaten by them, but he \vcnt on in worflrip- 
ping them, as though they would procure him 
the vidfory : And when he was beaten again, 
he began to honour the gods of the Alfyrians; 
axvd; he feemed more delirous to lionour any 
other gods than his own paternal and true God, 
Hthofc anger was the caufe of Iris defeat: nay, 
he proceeded to fuch a degree of defpitc and 
contempt [of God’s Vv^orflaip] that he Ihut up 
the temple entirely, and forbade tliem to bring 
in the appointed facrificcs, and took away the 
gifts that had been given to it. And when he 
liad offered thefe indignities to God, he died, 
having lived thirty-fix years, and of them reign¬ 
ed lixteen ; and ho left his fon Hezekiah for 
his fucceffor. 


C H A P. XHT, 

IIoiv Pt'kah died hy the '1 rearhcry of Hofea, 
'ivbc 'LViit a little after fabdued by Sbalmane- 
Jer: And how }le’'eekh;b relyned Injlcad of 
Ahaz ; and what Ahllons of Piety and Jt/f- 
iiLC he did. 

I. POUT.the fame time, Pekah, the 
f~\. king of Ifracl, died by the treachery 
of a tfiend of his, whofc name was Hojhca., 
who retained the kingdom nine years time ; but 
was a wicked man, and a defpifer of the di¬ 
vine worihip : And Slialmancfcr, tlie Ting of 
Allyria, made an expedition againll him, and 
overcame him (which muft have been bccaufe 
he had not God favourable nor affiftant to him); 
and brought iiim to fnbmiffion, and ordered 
liim to pay an appointed-tribute. Now, in the 
fourth )-car of tlie rcigu of Hoflaca, Hezekiah, 
the fon of Aiiaz, began to reign in Jerin'aleiu ; 
and his mother's name was Abtjah, a citizen of 
Jerufalcin. His nature was good, and righteous, 
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and religious; for when he came to the king¬ 
dom, he thought that nothing was prior, or more 
neceffiry^ or more advantageous to himfelf, and 
to his lubjeds, than to worfliip God. According¬ 
ly, he called the people together, and the priefts, 
and the Levites, and made a fpecch to them; and 
faid, “ You are not ignorant how by„t]ic tins 
: of my father, who tranlgrcffed that iacretl 
honour which was due to God, you have had 
experience of many and great miferics, while 
you were corrupted in your mind by him, and 
were induced to w'orihip thofe which he fup- 
pofed to be gods : I exhort you therefore, who 
have learned by fad experience how dangerous 
a thing impiety is, to put that immediately out 
of your memoiy, and to purify yourfelves from 
your former pollutions, and to open the temple 
to thefe priefts and Levites who are here con¬ 
vened, and to cleanfc it with the acciiftomcd 
facrlfices, and to recover all to the ancient 
honour which our fathers payed to it; for by 
this means wc may render God favourable, 
and he will remit the anger he hath had to us.” 

2. When the king had faid this, the priefts 
opened the temple; and when they had fet in 
order the veffels of God, and had caft out what 
was impure, they laid the accuftomed facrifices- 
upon the altar. The king alfo fent to tlie 
country that was under him, and called the 
peo})lc to Jerufalcin, to celebrate the feaft of 
unleavened bread; for it had been intermitted 
a long time, on account of tlie wickednefs of 
the fore-mentioned.kings. He alfo fent to the 
Ifraelites, and exhorted them to leave off their 
prefent way of living, and to return to their 
ancient pradlices, and to worftiip God; for tliat 
he gave them leave to come to Jerufalem, and 
to celebrate, all in one body, the fcall of un¬ 
leavened bread; and this he faid was by way of 
invitation only, and to be done of their own 
good-will, and for their own advantage, and 
not out of obedience to him, becaufe it would 
make them happy. But the Ifraelites upon the 
coming of the ambafiadors, and upon their lay¬ 
ing before them what they had in charge 
their own king, were, fo far from complying 

there-- 
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rcwith, that they laughed the ambaffatlors 
to Icorn, and mocked them as fools : as alfo 
they uflroatcd the prophets, which gave them 
the fame e??hortations, and foretold what they 
would hi&r if they did not return to tiie wmr- 
fnip of God, infomiich, that at length they 
caught Uiem, and Hew them: nor did this de¬ 
gree of iranlgreffing fuffice them, but they had 
mc'c wicked contrivances than what have been 
dck.rihed ; nor did they leave off, before God, 
as a punilhment for their impiety, brought tliem 
im<Ier tlicir enemies ; but of that more here¬ 
after. Hnwpvcr, many there were of the tribe 
of MaaailLti,'and of Zcbulon, and of Iffa- 
(har, who were obedient to what the prophets 
exhorted them to do, and returned to the 
^vor^hip of Ch)d. Now all thefe came running 
to iu-ufalcm, to Hezekiah, that they might 
worlhip (,/od [tliere]. 

3. WiicN thefe men were come, king He¬ 
zekiah went up into the temple, with the rul¬ 
ers, and all the people, and offered for himlelf 
feven bulls, and as many rams, with feven 
lamhs, and as many kids of the goats. The 
king alfo liimfclf, and tlic rulers, laid thclr 
hands on the heads of the facrifices, and per¬ 
mitted the priefts to complete the lacred oHlccs 
about them. So they both ilcw the lacriiices, 
and burnt the burnt-offerings, while the Levites 
rtot)d round about them, with their mulical in- 
llruments, and .^.lug hymns to God, and play¬ 
ed on their pfailcries, as they were inftruded 
by David to do ; and this while the reft of the 
priells returned tlie mufic,. and founded the 
trumpets w^hich they had in their hands : and 
when this was done, the king and the multitude 
tlirew thcmfelves down upon their face, and wor- 
flrippcd God. He alio facrificed feventy bulls, 
one hundred rams, and two hundred lambs. 
He alfo granted the multitude facrifices to feali 
upbu, fix hundred oxen, and three thoufand 
other cattle ; and the priefts performed all 
things according to the law. Now the king 
•was fo pleafed herewith, that he feafted evith 
the.people, and returned thanks to God : But 
'•is tiie fcaft of unleavened bread was now come, 
when they had offered that facrifice which is 
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crdled the Pa/Tover, they after that offered o- 
thcr facT'iftccs for feven days. kVhen the king 
had bcflowcd on the muUitude, Ixffide wliat 
they fandtificd of themi'clvcs, two thouf.ind 
hull!;, and feven thoufanci olher cattle, the lame 
thing was done by the rulers; for they gave 
them a thoufand bulls, and a thouland and 
forty other cattle. Nor had this feftival been 
lb well obierved from the days of king Solomon-, 
as it was now lirft obferved with great fplcn- 
dor and magnihccnce : And wlien the feftival 
was ended, they went out into the country,, 
and purged it, and clcanfed the city of all thee 
pollution of the idols. Tb.c king alfo gave,or-; 
tier that the daih^ facriiices Ihonld be oftcred, at 
liis own charges, and actording to the law;, 
and appointed that the tithes, and the firll; 
fruits, Ihoukl be given by the multitude to the 
priefts and Levites, tliat they might conftantly 
attend upon divine fervicc, and never be taken 
off from the worflilp of God. Accordingly,, 
the multitude brought together alllbrts of their 
fruits to the priciis and tlic Levites.. ft he king 
alfo made garners and receptacles for thelc 
fruits, and dil'ributcd them to every one of tlic 
priefts and Levites, and 10 their children and 
wives. And thus did they return to tlieir old 
form of divine worftiip. Now when the king; 
had fettled tbcie matters after the manno’ al¬ 
ready ,dercri. cd, In: made war upon tliC Hii- 
lillines, and heat ihem, and ]'oliefted luiulelf 
of all the enemies cities, (tom Gaza to Gath : 
But the king of /fflyiia lent to him, and thieat-- 
cned to overturn ail his dondiiions, unlels he 
would pay him llie tiifnite winch his laih.rr 
paid him fo’-mcrly ; but king .Ih-.ccki:!]) was 
not concerned at his tlircntenings, bn. dejiend- 
ecl on his piety towards God, and upon lf;u;',l2 
the prophet, by wlioiu he ciujulrcd, and ac¬ 
curately knew ail future events. ib.d tlitc' 
much fhall fuliicc for the prefeaC coaceirfmg 
this king 1 lez.ckiah. « 
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C H A P. XIV. 

Hotv Shahnancfer took Samaria by Force ; and 
bo'W be iranfplantcd the Fen Tribes into Me~ 
did ; and brought the Nation of the Cutheans 
into their Country \in their Roonr.'^ 

§ Shalmancfcr, the king of Af- 

V V fyria had it toid him, that [Holhea] 
the king of lihiel, had lent privately to 8o, the 
kingol Egypt, dcliring his aliilhince againll him, 
l:c was very angry, and made an expedition a- 
gainli Samaria, in the feventh year of the reign 
of Hollrea ; but when he was not admitted [in¬ 
to the city] by the king, he belieged Samaria*" 
three years, and took it by force, in the ninth 
year of the reign of Ilofltca, and in tlie feventh 
year of Hezekiah, king of Jerulalem, and quite 
demolilhed the government of the Ifraclltes, and 
tranfplantcd all the people into Media and Per- 
lla, among whom lie took king Holhea alive ; 
and when he had removed thefe people out of 
this their laud, he tranlplanted other nations out 
of Cuthah, a place fo called (for there is [Hill] 
a river of that name in Pcrfui) into Samaria, 
and into the country of the Ilraclitcs. So the 
ten tribes of the Ifraelites were removed out of 
Judea nine hundred and forty-feven years after 
tficir forefathers were come out of the land of 
P.gV'|U, and poncllcd tlicmfclves of this country 
’oni eight hundred years .d'ter {olluia had been 
their leader, and, as I have already obferved, 
two hundred and forty years, feven months, 
and f.ven da} s, after they liad revolted from 
l\cl\ol)uam, the grandl'on of David, and had 
tdven the kingdom to jeroboam. And Inch a 
conrlufion overtook the Ifraelites, when they 
liad tranfgreffed the laws, and would not heark¬ 
en to the prophets, who foretold tliat this cala- 
initv would come ujtcn them, if they would 
not hearken to the prophets, ^ho foretold that 
this calamity would come Upon them, if they 
would not leave off their evil doings. What 

♦ I'lus flClJC of Sam.arit, thou-^'h not given a particular 
aconirt of, fithcr in our Hebrew or Greek Bibles, or in 
(olcphtu;, vus io very long, no' lefs.than three years, that 
it is no way improbahle hut that parents, and particularly 
mother., r.v^ht therein he tcAoced'to eat their own chil¬ 
dren, a-, die law of Mofes hud threatened upon their dif- 
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gave birth to thefe evil doings, was that fedi- 
tiou which they raifed againft Rehoboam, the 
grandfon of David, when they fet up Jerobo¬ 
am his fervant to be their king, who, by fin¬ 
ning againft God, and bringing them to imi¬ 
tate his bad example, made God to be their 
enemy, while Jeroboam underwent that pun- 
iftirnent which he juftly deferved. 

2. And now the king of Affyria invaded all 
Syria and Phenicia in an hoftile manner. The 
name of this king is alfo down in the archives 
of Tyre; for he made an expedition againft 
Tyre in the reign of Eluleus ; yzd Menander 
attefts to it, who, when he wrote his chrono¬ 
logy, and tranflated the archives of Tyre into 
the Greek language, gives us the following 
hiftory; “ One, whole name was Eluleus^ 
reigned thirty-fix years : This king, upon the 
revolt of the Citteans, failed to them, and re¬ 
duced them again to a fubmiffion. Againft 
thefe did the king of Affyria fend an army, 
and in an hoftile manner over-ran all Phenicia ; 
but foon made peace with them all, and re¬ 
turned back ; but Sidon, and Acc, and Palre- 
tyrus, revolted ; and many other cities there 
were which delivered theinfelvcs up to the king 
of Affyria. Accordingly, when the Tyrians 
would not fubmit to him, the king returned, 
and fell upon them again, while the Phenicians 
had furniftied him with threefcore fliips, and 
eight hundred men to row them ; and when 
the Tyrians had come upon them in twelve 
Ihips, and the enemies fliips were difperfed, 
they took five hundred men prifoners; and tlie 
reputation of all the citizens of Tyre was there¬ 
by incrcafed : But the king of Aflyria returned, 
and placed guards at their river, and aquedudts, 
who llioiild hinder the Tyrians from drawing- 
water. This continued for five years, and ftili 
•the Tyrians bore the fiege, and drank of the 
water they had out of the wells they dug.” 

And 

obcilicnce, Levit. xxvi. 29. Dcut. xxviii. 53,—57. and as 
was acconipliflu’d in the other fliortcr lie|;es of both tlic 
capital cities, jerufatem .and Samaria; the former m-'ii- 
tioned Jer. xix. 9. Antlq..B. IX. ch. iv. § 4. and the latter 
2 Kings vi. 26, —19. 
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'And this is what is written in the Tyrian ar¬ 
chives concerning. Shalmancfer, the king of 
■ Aflyria. 

3. But now the Cutheans, who removed 
into Samaria (for that is the name they have 
been called by to this time, bccaufc they were 
broughtjDUt of the country called Cuthah, whieft 
is a country of Pcrfia, and there is a river of 
the fame name in it) each of them, according 
to their nations, which were in number five, 
brought their own gods intO'Samaria, and by 
worfliipping them, as was the cuftom of their 
own countri^'s, they provoked Almighty God 
to be angry ant*l difpleafed at them ; for a plague 
feized upon them, by which they were dehroy- 
cd : and when they found no cure for their mi- 
feries, they learned by the oracle, that they 
ought to wordiip Almiglity God, as the method 
for tlieir deliverance. So they lent ambaifadors 
to the king of AH'yria, and delired him'to fend 
them fome of thole priefts of the Ifraelites whom 


he had taken captive ; A.nd when he tliercupon 
fent them, and the people were by them t'aught 
the laws, and the holy worfliip of God, they 
worlhipped him in a refpedful manner, and 
the plague ceafed immediateh'’ : and indeed they 
continue to make nfe of the very fame cull01ns 
to tills very^time, and arc called in the llelircv.' 
tongue but in the Greek tongue Sa- 

niantans. And when they lee the Jews in 
profperity, they pretend that ihcv arc changed, 
and allied to them, and call them klnlmen, as 
though they were derived from Jofeph, and had 
by tliat means an original alliance with them ; 
but when tlicy fee them falling into a low con¬ 
dition, they fay they are no way related to them, 
and that the Jews have no right to exjieft any 
klndnefs or marks of kindred from them ; hut 
they declare that they are fojourners, that come 
from other countries ; But of thefc we Ih.ill 
have a more feafonahle opportunity to difeourfe 
hereafter. 


B O O K X. 

Containing the Interval of 182 Tears and an half. 

[From the Captivity of the Ten Tribes to the firft of Cvrus. J 


CHAP. I. 

Ho'iv Sennacherib made an Expedition againjl 
Hc-zekiab: What ‘Threatenings Rabjhakcb 
made to Hezekiab when Sennacherib was gone 
againjl the Egyptians : How Ifaiah the Pro¬ 
phet encouraged him : How Sennacherib^ hav- 
■ ing failed of Succejs in Egypt^ returned thence 
lo Jcrufalcin : and honv, upon his finding his 
Army defrayed^ be returned Home: and what 
befel him a little afterward. 

r.'^T was now the fourteenth year of the 
I government of Hezekiah, king of the 
JL two tribes, when the king of Aflyria, 


whofe name was Sennacherib^ made an expedi¬ 
tion againll him with a great army, and took 
all the cities of the tribe of Judah and Benja¬ 
min by force : And when he was ready' to bring 
his army againll Jcrufaleni, Hezekiah fent am- 
halfadors to him bcTorc-hand, and promilcd to 
fubmit, and pay%diat tribute he fliould appoint. 
Hereupon Sennacherib, when he heard-of what 
offers the ambaifadors made, rcfolved not to 
proceed in the war, but to accept of the propo- 
fals that were made him ; and if he might re¬ 
ceive three hundred talents of filver, and thirty 
talents of gold, he promifed that he would de- 
4 N pail 
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part ia a friendly manner ; and he y;ave fecuri- 
ty upon oath to the ambaffadors, that he would 
then do him no harm, but po away as he came. 
So Ilczckiah hibmitted, and emptied his trea-> 
fures, and font the money, as fiippofing he j 
fliould be freed from his enemy, and from any 
farther diftrclsalilt)nt his kingdom. According- j 
ly, tl\c Aifyrian king took it, and yet had no re- i 
gard to what he had j')romiicd 5 but wlulc he I 
himfcif weiit to the war againft the lygyptians, ' 
and Ethiopians, he left his general Rabihakeh, 
and two o.ther of his princij)al e<iinmandcrs, 
with great forces, to dclkroy Jcruralcm. The 
liauies of the two other commanders wxrc 
tan anil Rahfans. 

2. Now, as foon as they were come before 
the w'alls, they pitched their camp, and feat 
meircngcrs to llczckiah, and dolired that they 
might fpcak with him ; but he did not liimfelf 
come out to them for fear, hut he feat three of 
his mofl intimate friends ; the name of one v.^as 
Eliakim^ who was over the kingdom, and Sheb- 
na, and Joah the recorder. So ihefe men came 
out, aud flood over agaiufl the commanders of 
the Alfyrian army ; and when Rabfliakch faw 
them, he bid them go and fpcak to Elcv.ekiah 
in the manner following : That “ Sennacherib, 
the great king, deiircs to know of him, on 
vvhom it is that he relies and depends in flying 
'lavm Ills lord, and will not hear him, nor ad- | 
■.nil his army into the city ? Is it on acccount j 
•)f the Egyptians, and in hopes that his army ' 
A/oiild be beaten by them ? Whereupon he lets i 
him know, that if this he w'hat he expedls, he 
is a foolifh man, and like one who leans on.a 
broken reed, while fuch an one will not only 
fall dow’h, but will have his hand pierced and 
hurt by it. That he ought to know, he makes 
this expedition againfl him byEac will of God, ! 
who hath granted this favour* him, that he 
fhall overthrow the kingdom of Ifracl, and that : 
ill the very fame manner he fhall deftroy thole ' 
thru are his fuhjctds alfo.” When Rablliakeh 
had made this Ipccdi in the Hebrew tongue, | 
for he W'as fkflful in that language, Eliakirn was. 

* I’iiis title of Great Khp;, both in our Bibles, a Kings 
.■c iii. !o. If. axxvi. 4 . and Jierc in Jofepluis, is the very 
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afraid left the multitude that heard him fhould 
be diftm-bed, fo he defired him to fpeak in the 
Syrian tongue : But the general underftaudir g 
what he meant, and perceiving the fear that he 
was in, he made his anfwer with a gp,siater and 
a loLidcr^voice, but in the Hebrew tongue ; and 
laid. That “ fince they all heard what were the 
king’s commands, they would confult their own 
advantage iii delivering up thernlclves to us; 
for it is plain tha^both you and your king dif- 
faadc the people from fubmitting, by vain hopes, 
and fo induce them to refill j but if you be 
courageous, aud think to drive oyr forces away, 
I am ready to deliver to you twm thoufaiid of 
thefe horfes that are with me for your ufe, if 
you can fet as many horfemen on their backs, 
and fhew your ftrength; but what you have not, 
you cannot produce. Why, therefore, do you 
delay to deliver up youH'elvcs to a fuperior force, 
who can take you without your confent ? al¬ 
though it will be fafer for you to deliver your- 
felvcs up voluntarily, while a forcible capture, 
when you arc beaten, mufl appear mor« dan¬ 
gerous, and will bring farther calamities upon 
you.” 

3. When the people, as well as the ambaf- 
fadors, heard what the Aflyrian commander 
fi\ld, they rclatcd*jt to Elczekiah, who there¬ 
upon put off* his royal apparel, and clothed 
himfelf with fackcloth, ami took the habit of a 
mourner; and, after the manner of his country, 
he fell upon his face, and befought God, and 
intreated him to aftift them, now they had no. 
other hope of relief. EIc alfo fent fome of his- 
, friends, and fome of the priefts, to the prophet 
llaiah, and dcllred that he would pray to God,, 
and offer facrifices for their common deliver¬ 
ance ; ami fo put up fupplications to him, that 
lie would have indignation at the cxpeiffatlons 
of their enemies, aud have mercy upon his 
people. And when the prophet had clone ac¬ 
cordingly, an oracle came from God to him, 
and encouraged the king and his friends that 
were about him ; and foretold, That “ their 

cncnlics 

fame that Herodotus gives this Sennacherib, as Spanheira 
takes notice on this place. 
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enemies fliould be beaten wltbout fitting, and 
Ihoukl go away in an ignominious manner, 
and not with that inlblcncc which they now 
iliew ; for that God wc)ald take care they 
ihould b-‘ deftroyed.” He alfo foretold, That 
“ Sennacherib, the king of Aflyria, ij|p>uld fall |! 
of his purpofe againfl Egypt, and that when 
he came home he flrould perilh by the fword.’ 

4- About the fame time alfo the king of !| 
Aflyria wrote an cpiftlc to Hezekiah, in which 
he laid, “ lie was a foolifh man in fuppofmg ' 
that he fliould efcape from being his fervant, 
iince he had already brought under many and 
great nations • and he threatened, that when 
lie took him he \yould utterly deftroy him, un- 
tefs he now opened the gates, and willingly 
rcLeivcd his army into Jcrufalcm.” When he 
had read trus cpilllc, he defpifed it, on account 
of tlie truft that he had in God ; but he rolled 


was coming and bringing great forces to aid tbe 
Egyptians, and was refolved to niarcli tlirough 
the defart, and fo to fail dircdly upon ihc Al- 
lyrians, this king Scanacheril) was diflurhed at 
ibe news, and, as 1 faul bcfoie, lelt IVIuri’im, 
and returned back without fuccel's. Now, eou- 
cerniug this Sennacherib, 1 Icrodotus alfo fays, 
in the fecond bot>k of In • hillories, “ How lids 
king came againll the Iveyptian king, who was 
the prieft of Vulcan, and that as he was bc- 
liegiug Pelulium, he broke u]'> the liege on lire 
following occafiou : ’Fhis Kgyptian prielf [)ray- 
ed to God, and God h^vrd his ])rayer, and 
fent a judgment upon the Arabian king.” But 
in this Herodotus was mlllaken, when he cal¬ 
led this king, not king of the AfTyrians, but of 
the Arabians : For he laith, That “ a multitude 
of mice gnawed to pieces irt one night both the 
bows, and the reft of the armour of the All- 


up the cpiftic, and laid it up within the temple. 
And as he made his farther prayers to God for 
the city, and for the prefervation of all the 
peoj)lc, the prophet Ifaiah faid. That “ God 
had heard his prayer, and that he Ihould not 
be ' belieged at this time by the king of Af- 
fyria; that for tbe future he might be fccure 
of not being at all difturbed by him; and that 
the-people might go on peaK:eably, arid with¬ 
out fear, with their hufbandry and other affairs.” 
But after a little while, the king of Alfyrla, 
when he had failed of his trcaclicrous dcligns 
againft the Egyptians, returned home without 
fuccefs, on the following occafion : He fpent a 
long time in the fiege of Pelufium ; and when 
the banks that he had raifed over againft the 
walls were of a great height, and when he was 
ready to make an immediate aftault upon them, 
but heard that Tirhalui, king of the Ethiopians, 


fyrians, and that it was on that account that 
the king, when he had no bows left, drew off 
his army from Pelulium,” And Herodotus, 
docs indeed give us this luftory; nay, and Be- 
rofus, who wrote of the aftairs of Chaldea, 
makes mention of this king Sennacherib, and 
tliat he ruled over the Aftyrians, and that 
he made an expedition againft all Alia and E- 
gypt; and f fays thus : 

5. “ Now w'hen Sennacherib wms returning 
from his' Egyptian war to |erulalem, he found 
his army under Rahniakch his general in 
danger [by a plague, foi ] God had lent a pef- 
tilcntial dlllempcr upon his army ; and on the 
very firft night of the liege, asr liuudred four- 
fcore and five thou fane!, with their captains 
and generals, were dcftroyedl^ So the king wa.s 
in a great dread, and in a terrible agony at this 

ca- 


What Jofephus fays here, how Ifaiah the prophet 
afl'iired Hezekiah, that “ at this .time he fliould not be 
bafleged by the king of Aflyria, that for the future he 
might be fecure of being not at all difturbed by him ; and 
that [afterward] the people might go on peaceably, and 
without fear, with their hufbandry, and other affairs,” is 
more diftinfV in our other copies, both of the Kings anil 
of'Ifaiah, and cld’erves very great coniidcration. The 
■words are thefe; ThtJ Jfjnllbea ftgn luito iha t ye JJjall eat 
this year fuch ns growth of itfelf s and the fe(;ond yi-etr that 
nvlmh fpringeth of the fame; and in the third year few yi, 


and reap, and iftKifewneyards, and eat the fruit thereof, 
2 Kings xix. 20, xxxvii. 30. which feem to me plain¬ 
ly to dcfign a fibbatic year, a year of Jubilee, next after it, 
‘find the fucceeding ufual labours and fiuits of*them on 
the third and following yf.ir',. ■ 

f That tliis terrible caLinf.ty of the flanghtcr of the 
185,000 Aflyriaiis is here delivered in tlie v.ords of Ik- 
rofuslhe Chaldean and that.u w'as eei tainly .nul fuqueni- 
ly foretold by the jcvvifh propliets, and that it was eci tain¬ 
ly and undeniably aceomplilhcd, fee Authent. Rec. part 11 , 
p. §58, 
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calamity ; and being In great fear for his whole 
army, he fled with the refl; of his forces to his 
own kingdom, and to his own city Nine¬ 
veh : And' when he had al)ode there a little 
while, he was treacheroufly aflaulted, and 
died by the hands of his cider fons * A- 
drammclcch and Sarafer, and was flaiu in his 
own temple, which was called jlrrjkc. Now 
thefe Jons of his*were driven away on account 
of the murder of their hither by the citizens, 
and went into Armenia, while Aflarachoddas 
took the kingdom of Sennacherib,” And this 
proved to be the conclufion of this AflTyrian ex¬ 
pedition againft the people of Jerufalcm. 

C H A R IL - 

How Hetzck'tah was jtek, and ready to die ; and 
how God hejlowcd upon him jftecn 1 cars 
longer Life [andf cured that Prosnife] by the 
gohig hack of the Shadow ten Degrees. 

§ I. king I-Iczekiah being thus deli- 

vered, after a furprifing manner, 
from the dread he was in, oflered thank-ofler- 
ings to God, with all his people, becaufe no¬ 
thing elfc had dcflroycd ioint of their enemies, 
and tiiade the reft fo Ic.irfu! of undergoing the 
fame fitc, that they departed from Jernfalem, 
but that divine afliftance : Yet, wlillc he was^ 
very zealous and diligent about the worfliip of 
God, did he loon afterward fall into a fevere 
t difteinper, infonuich, that the phyficians dc- 
fpaired of him, and expadled no good ifluc of 
his fleknefs, as neither did his friends : and be- 
fdcs the dlllcm|ftr itfelf, there was a very mel¬ 
ancholy circumftance that difordered the king, 
which was the confideration that he was child- 

* We arc here to take notice,i»B|iflicfe two fons of 
Scnnachefih, that ran aet^av tnto‘'- M Rnia, became the 
heads of two famous families therej tW Arzenmihand the 
Genunii-, of which fee tlie particular hiftories m Mofes 

Chorcnenli-., p. 6o- ^ , r , r na 

I [ofephus, and all our copies, plact tncjukmjs ot tic- 
zekiah after the defiruSiton of Sentiarheiib’s becaufc 

it appears to have been after his firh atl'ault, as Ik was go- 
iii'T into Arabia and Egypt, where he puflicd his conquells 
tK-rfar as they would go^ and in order to difpateh his ifory 
dto'^clhcr; yet docs no copy but this of Jofcpluis (ay, it 


Icfs, and was going to die, and leave -his houfc 
and his government without a fucccflbr of his 
own body ; So he was troubled at the thoughts 
of this his condition, and lamented himfclf. 
and intreated of God that he would prolong 
his life Jor a little while till he had forne child¬ 
ren, a *not' fuffer him to depart thif life be¬ 
fore he was become a father. Hereupon God 
had mercy upon him, and accepted of Ids fup- 
plication, becaufe the trouble he was under at 
his fuppofed death was not becaufe he was foon 
to leave the advantages he enjoyed in the king¬ 
dom, nor did he on that account pray that he 
might have a longer life aflbrded him, but in 
order to have fons, that might receive the go¬ 
vernment after him. -And fo God fent Ifaiah 
the prophet, and commanded him to inform 
Hezekiah, That “ within three -days time he 
fliould get clear of his difteinper, and fhoiild 
fiirvivc it fifteen years, and that he fhould have 
children alfo.” Now upon the prophet’s fay¬ 
ing this, as God had commanded him, lie could 
hardly believe it, both on account of the diileri- 
per he was under, which was very fore, and 
by reafon of the furprifing nature of what was 
told him ; fo he dcfired that Ifaiah would give 
him fomc fign or wonder, that he might be¬ 
lieve him in what he had faid, and be fenfihle 
that he came from God ; for things that are 
beyond expedation, and greater than our hopes, 
are made credible by adions of the like nature. 
And when Ifaiah had afked him, What fign 
he defircd to be exhibited ? he defired that he 
would make the fliadow of the fun, which he 
had already made to go down ten fteps [or de¬ 
grees] in his houfe, to ]; return again to the 
fame place, and to make it as it was before. 

. And 

•was after that ilcftruiflion, but only that it happened in 
thfc (toy, or about that- time of Hc'zckiah’s life. Nor will 
the fifteen years prolongation of his life after bis fickncf'^ 
allow tliat ficknefs to have been later than the former part i 
of the 15th year of his reign, fince chronology does not al- i 
low him in all above 29 years and a few' months; whereas, 
tlie (iHlairaultofSennacheribwasondie r4thyear ofHc- 
zekiah, but the dellruftion of Sennacltcrib’s army was not ’ 
till his 18 th year. 

J. As to this regrefs of the fhadow, either upon a fun- 

dial, 
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And when tlic prophet prayed to God to exhi¬ 
bit this lign to the king, he j'aw vvliat he defned 
to fee, and was freed from his (iillemper, and 
went np to the temple, where he worihipped 
v.rod, aanl made vows to him. 

.2. A'f this time it was tiuit tlie denninion gf 
.the AflVrians was '' overtl>rown by the Medes ; 
hilt of thele tlwngs I ihall treat eliewlicre. Ihit 
■{lie king of J3abylc>n, wlioie name was Ihthi- 
(L't/ feiit amlialfadors to Hezekiah, witli pre- 
leiiKs, and'defired he would be his ally and hi; 
friend. So he received the amhaifadors gladly, 
an;I made (hcin a feall, and flicwed them his 
tiv.'dures, and^iis armory, and thcotlier v/ealih 
iic was poileded-ot in precious Hones, and in 
'm)!u, and gave them prefents to be carried to 
i’. fulan, and font them back to him. Upon 
wiiici. 'ohet Ifaiah came to him, and eu- 

quiro! of inm, ‘■Whence thofe andialfadors 
<'aine r" 'i'o u liich he replied, 'J'hat “ they came 
h'c'iu iiahylon, iVom the king ; and that he 
I'.ad ihewn them all he had, that by the iiglit 
->'1 his riches and lorces, he miglit tlierchy gucis 
at [the plenty he was in] and be able to infoi'm 
llie king oi it.” lull the prophet rejoined, and 
laid, “ Know thou, that, altera little while, tliefe 
riches ol tliiue ihall be carried away to Kahy- 
Ism, and thy poilerity lludl he made eunuch', 
there, and lofe their manhood, and he fervant'; 
to the king of Babylon ; lor that (iod foielold 
Inch thing;; would come to pais.” Ujion which 
v.xirds He/.ckiah was troubled, and I’ald, That 
“ he was himfelf unwilling that his nation 
ilioiild fall into Inch calamities; yet lined it is 

or tlic lU'ps of the royal palace huill.hy Ah.!/, wlie- 
tlier i; were pliyhcally done by the real inir.u idmi; revolu¬ 
tion of llie e.irtli in ils frnrnnd niotion liackward troni eall 
to well for a wlulc, .nul it'i return ai;ain to it', old nalur.il 
revolution fioni we!l to eafl, or wlicd.un- it e-ere not .ip- 
jiarenl oidy, and peidurnu d iiy .1:1 aerial pliolplioru-., wlin ii 
ivnit.iled the fun’s motion backwaril, while a cloud li'.l t!ie 
real Inn, eannoL now bo dcteri.lined. Fbilob'pbcrs and .il~ 
’trononwri will naturally incline to the lattir Jivpotliefi.s. 
However, it mull be noted, tint Jolephu'; teems to have 
undeillood it otlicrwifc tli.in we lyenerally do, that the (ba- 
dow was accelerated as nnu b at firll forward, as it was 
made to go backward afterward, and fo the day was nei¬ 
ther longer nor Iboricr than ufiral, wdiich, it inuit be con- 
felled, .tpree.s bell of all to adrouomy, whofe cclipfes oid- 

liiaii that lime were obferved at the fame time.s of tlic 
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imt jnifihlc to altar wli.it ( U,(i i.ad d ■ mined, 
he jir.iycd tiu't. there iniyF; he p/C.iw' v^c.'nc ]v. 
iitcil.” Berofus alio makm ic.cution ilus 
llal.itlnr, 'hiu;\ ol Babylon. Nutc a ((V tins 
prophet [iiai.dt 1 lie w.i ; Iiv the c(;;;l'cHiu;; c.f 
ad a divine and woudeiiul iiiati in, !pe,iking 
' trutli ; :ind out cif llie c.iittrtuice that iic h;id 
timer writtoi what \v;is lalie, he wrote ilowo 
a'ii ill'; prophecies, and lelt them behind Into 
it! hooks, that tlieir acc<'m]i!i(lniicnt might I)- 
judged of from the cvetUs by jmllefity : nor 
iliti r!)i;s p.rophet do lo alone, httf the ol hcis, 
wltich were twelve In number, diil the lame. 
And whatlocvcf is done among us, whether it 
he good, or whether it he hatl, comes to paf- 
according to their prophecies ; hut of every one 
(d theic we Ihall fpcak liere.tftcr. 

c II A p. in. 

/l/W Miniafl'ch nigi/cJ after Ih 'zck 'iab an,.' 

b 'ivlnu be leas ni Caftirit ]\ j-iturue,' 
to i'.mf an,! nvas refnaed t-j bis kihieiiin^ 
ami If I it to \_hi.> bon^ Anton. 

§ I. II'.X king Ile/ekiah had i. rtitc'! 

V V the iiUerval ol timealreavh jr.en- 
tioui.;!, ;uui li.ul dwelt all ’dnat tnim i,i peace., 
he tued, having completed iihe-i uir •wa.rsol 
hie, a.nd rtaaoicd tw,.n1y-’.;;u ; Let whci! 
liis loti i\htii;)Hell, whole ii.odKi s n.n.te evaa 
:| Mephy.iLah, (.!' Icrufalem, liad t,.hcM t!m Lli'.g- 
|j dom, lie tiepiiftcd irom the eontlml oi hi,-. ! : ■ 
ji - thcr, 

day, ;a. 'S t'ni,; mlvaei - li.ul nc'. cr bajip'.’ned. y\lier .\ll, th's 
Wiijulerjid li ;ii.d w.. . not, it leri’i', 'pc uli.irti' b;it 

cnher !( en, I’1 ;il Ic.dt beard ol, .11 Bala )iin .illi', s , iinpi .ir . 
by 2 CInon. xxxii. yl. where- we le.un, that the llanvlo. 
nian ainbalbidors were lent to J [ert l.i di, anu'ni., (al.ei 
things, i j_c,:fjU: re oj it'i'•li'sihl o- ! tj, pv;, y to, I,,.:!. 

* ri.i'i e;.prefll|(||h ol |o(eplms, that (lie hhalcs, upon 
tin's dellniet ion of llw Aliyii.in army, tm t.'.'rr-ir the A.ly- 
ri.rn empire, fcenis to b' tc'o ilroiig ; fipr ahhoUgh lliev 
iminccliately call oil tiie Alfyiian yoke, and fet up Deioces 
a king ol rhriv own, yet was it tome time beloie the 
Modes and B.ibyloni iiv; overthrew Nineveh, and fonfa 
gencr.atioiis ere the Modes and I’erfiain, under L'yavsia,-; 
atid Cyrus nverthrew the Adyriau or Dabyloiiiaioempire, 
and look Babylon. 

4O 
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tlier, and tell into a courfc of life quite con¬ 
trary thereto, and ihcwcd hiialelf in his man¬ 
ners moll wicked in all rcipects, and omitted 
no fort of impiety, hut imitated thofc tranf- 
grcflions of tl'.e Uraelltcs, by tlic cominillion of 
which aiyiinft CJoii they had been dcliroycd ; 
for he was fu hardy as to defile the temple of 
God, and the city, and the whole country; for 
by Icttinst; out Irom a contempt of God, he 
barbaroui'ly Hew all the nqlUeoiis men that 
were among-the Hebrews ; nor would ho fparc 
the prophets, lor he every day Hew fomc of 
them, till Jerufalcm was overilowui with blood. 
So God w'as angry at thefe proceedings, and 
font prophets to the king, and to the multitude, 
by whom he threatened the very fame calami¬ 
ties to them, which their brethren the Ifraclltes, 
upon the like affronts offered to God, were 
now under. But thefe men waniid not believe 
their words, by which belief liicy might have 
reaped tlie advantage of eicapin'g all tliofc mif- 
cries; yet did tliey in carncH learn, that -what 
the prophets had told them w'as true. 

2, And when they pcrlevered in the lame 
courle of life, (Hod railed up war againil them, 
from the king of Ikihylon and (ihaldca, who lent 
an army againil Judea, and laid \vaHe the coun¬ 
try ; and caught king Manalfch hy treachery, 
and ordered him to be brought to him, and 
bad him under his power to infilcl what pu- 
niilnnent b.c j'leai'eJ upon him. But then it 
avas th.'it IMaiialleh perceived w'liat a mlicrahlc 
eondlliou he was in, and elieeming hirnlclf the 
eatiie H a.il, he hefonght God to render his ene¬ 
my hurmuic ami merciful to him. Accordim^- 
ly God heard his prayer, and granted him 
wliat he praved ibr. Ho ManalTch was relea- 
fcil by the king of Babylon, and clcajw'd the 
ilamrcr he was in ; And when he was come to 
Jcrufdcrn, he endeavoured, if it were poHihlc, to 
call out of his memory thofc his fornrer fms 
agrtinfl God,bf which he now repented, ;ind to 
apply himfclf to a very religious life. He fanc- 
tified tlie tcmj)lc, and purged the city, and for the 
remainder of his days he w^as Intent on nothing- 
hut to return his thanks to God for his deliver¬ 
ance, and to preferve liirn propitious to him all 


OF THE J E W S. 

his life long. He alfo Inftruded the multitude 
to do the fame’, as having very nearly experi¬ 
enced what a calamity he was fallen into by a 
contrary condud. He alfo rebuilt tlie altar, 
and offered the the legal facrificcs, Moies 
commanded. And wdien he had re-eltabliflied 
what concerned the divine worfliip, as it ought 
to he, he took care of the fccurity of Jcrufalem : 
he did not only repair the old walls vi lth great 
diligence, hut added another wall to the former. 
J Ic alfo built very lofty towmrs, and the garrilbn- 
ed jilaccs before the city he ftrengthened, not on¬ 
ly in other relpecls, but wuth provifions of all 
lorts that they wanted. And im/fieed, when he 
had changed his former couribbic fo ltd h’’ 
for the time to come, that from tlie *• 
return to piety towards God, b- 
happy man, and a pattern fo' 
therefore, he had lived fix 
departed this life, having rcig: 
and w'as buried in liis owr , and llu 

kingdom came to his Ion .on, whofe mo¬ 
ther’s name was Mijhiiicmclh^ of the city Jcit- 
hath. 


C H A P. IV. / 

Ho^v yhmn ragned injlcad of Mono[fcb ; and 
ifirr yhno/i rcigiicd ^ofudj : he n-vas boll) 
)l'ghtcoi/s and rcligioKS. As alfo coLcc/'/ding 
Huldah^ the Pi'ophcicjs. 

'] i.^ I ^IHS xAmon imitated thofc works of 
1 his father which he infolently did 
when he w-as young ; fo he had a confpiracy 
made againil him by his own fervants, and 
wuis Hain in his own houfe, when he had lived 
twenty-four years, and of them had reigned 
two; But the mnltlludc punilhed thofc that 
Hew Aniori, and buried him -v\'Lth his father, 
and gave the kingdom to his fon Jofiah, who 
was eight years old. His mother was ul the 
city Bofeath ; and her name was fedidoh. He 
was of a moll excellent difpoHtion, and natu¬ 
rally virtuous, and followed the adieus of ki.ng 
David, as a pattern and a rule to him in the 

whole 
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whole conduO; of his life. And wheni he was 
twelve years old, he gave dernoaftratioiis of 
his religious and righteous behaviour; for he 
brought the people to a foher way of living, 
.rfti exhorted them to leave olf tlie opinion 
they liad of their idols, becaule tlie.y were not 
gods ; but to word up their own god : And by 
reilcffing on the atlions of his progenitors, lie 
}ii lulcntly eorreded what they did wrong, like 
a very elderly man, and like one abundanrly 
,'ib!c fo underftand what was lit to be done, 
j;', i eviiat he found they had well done ; he ob- 
'rrved all the country over, and imitated the 
i.une. /iiid tyus he adetl, in following the 
ildorn and fagi' -ity of his own nature, and in 
■‘ Mice with tiie advice and inllrticfioti of 
by following the laws it was 
fo well in the order of his 
in piety with regard to the 
i!i\iL. And this happened becaulc 

the traidgiv. > of the former kings were feen 
no more, big <piitc vanillied away ; for tlic 
king went about the city, and the whole conn- 
tiy, and rut down the gi'ovcs, whicli wmre de¬ 
voted to IliMiigc gods, and overthrew tlieir al¬ 
tars ; and if there were an)/ gifts dedicated to 
them hv his forefithcrs, he made them ignomi- j 
nious, and plucked them down, and hy this j 
means he brought the people back from their ' 
opinion about them, to tire worfhip of God. 
He alfo offered bis accudomed 1 srifices and 
liurut-olFerings upon the altar, i'viorcover, lie 
ordained certain judges and overfeers, that they 
might order the matters to them i'everally be¬ 
longing, and have regard to Jullicc above all 
things, and dillributc it with the fame concern 
they would have about their own ibuk He al¬ 
fo fent over all the country, ;ind deiired fiich 
as jilcafcd, to bring gold and lihnu’for the rcpaii s 
of the temple, according to every one’s iiicii- 
nalions and abilities : And when the money 
vv'as brought in, he made one Maafeiedfrlic p;o- 
vernor of the city, aiul Shaphan tlic fcriiie, and 
|oah the recorder, and Eliakim the iiitja pried, 
curators of the temple, and of the ch;irgcs con- 


j wliatfoevcr was pmner for thofe repairs, and 
I let elotely about the work. So the tcnijee was 
j rcjiaiied by this means, and became a, public 
demonftration of the kiiv''s ni>.ly. 

2. But when he was now in the eighteenth- 
year of his relen, he fent to Eliakim the hitdr 
prieli;; and gave order, tliat; nl of what money 
was overjilus, lie ihould e.dl cup.s, and diilies, 
and vials, lor minidration fin tlielemjdc] ; and 
hchdes, that tiiey fhould bring a!i tfie gold or 
Idver which rvas among the treaiures, ami ex¬ 
pend that alfo in making ciijis, and llie like 
v edels: But as the high, pric d was bringing 
out tlie gold, he light upon tlic holv hooks of 
Moles that were laid nji in tlic tcm]iie, and 
when he liad hrouglit tliein out, lie gave them 
to 8ha})han tlic ferihe, who, when he had read 
them, eamc to the king, and informed him, 
that all was dninied wJiieh lie had ordered to 
he done. I Ic alio icacl over the hooks to him, 
wild, when he had lieard them read, rent his 
garment, and c.died for Eliakim the high 
Jiried, and for [Shajiiian j the lerihe, and ibr 
certain [other] of his moll particular iViends, 
and font tlicm to IluUlah the propheteh, the 
wdc ol Shalhmi (which Sunlhim was a man c>F 
tligmity, and of an eminent i'amilv) and hid 
them go to her, .ind lii)', d'hat “ [he delired] 
die would apjicafe God, ami cmleavonr to 
render liim ;)ro[)itious to them ; for that thcin 
rvas caufe to jear, led, up-on the tranlgrclbon 
(d't)ie laws o.f Moles hy tlieir foicfatherg tliey 
ihould he in piiil ol goiu;'; Into caplivil',, and 
of being ('ail out (A' their on n coimtiy ; led 
they dioult! he in want oi' all thingi, a.iid fo 
end their days niilerahly.” ^■/l'^cn b’lc pro- 
jiheteia had licard this fiom the medci. 
that were font loherliy the king, Ihchiti tiicm 
!>o hack to tlie king and lay, Tli.at “ Clod Ind 
already given I’entee.ce agaiidl tlntn, to dedrr.v 
the pcoj,ilc, and call them out (>1'tlieir touutiv, 
and deprive them of all the happiticis tlicv 
enjoyed ; wdilch ienlence tione could ffr ab-jc 
hy any prayers of theirs, tin^-citwes p-bied ( n 
account of their IrauJgiclhons t'f th.e iaw', au.d 


trihuted thereto : who made no delay, nor pint of their not b.ating repented in .•(> io.og a :im., 


the work off at all, but prepared architcbls, and 
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while the prophets had exhorted them to a- 
mend," and had foretold the punifhrnent that 
would cnlue on their impious pradices ; which 
threatening God w'oukl certainly execute upon 
tliem, that they might be perfuaded that he is 
God, and had not deceived them in any rel’pedt 
as to what he had denounced by his f)rophets : 
that yet, bccaufc Jofiali was a righteous man, 
he would at prefent delay thole calamities, but 
that after his death he would fend on the mtdti- 
-tude what mifcrics he liad determined for 
them.” 

3. So thefe mclTcngcrs, tipon this ju'ophccy 
of the woman, came and told it to the king; 
whereupon he lent to the people every where, 
and ordered that the priells and the Levites 
fhould come together to Jerufalcm ; and com¬ 
manded that thole (^f every age Ihotild be pre¬ 
fent alto; And when they were gathered to¬ 
gether, he hiil read to them the holy books ; 
after which he Hood upon a pulpit, in the 
midli of the multitude, and obliged them to 
make a covenant, with an oath, that they 
w'ould wordrip God, and keep the laws of 
Moics. Accordingly, tiic'/ gave their allent 
willingly) •'tf^d mulcitc;nk to do wluit tlie king 
had rccommeucUd to tliem. So they immedi¬ 
ately oHered lacrifu'cs, and that after an ac- 
cc]'>tal)le mamicr, aiui hel'ought God to he 
gracious and merciful to them, lac alio enjoin¬ 
ed the high pried, that if there remained in 
the temple anv a'iH'c! t’lat was dedicated to 
idols, or to tor'_ign gods, they lliould call it 
out: Sf) wl’.en a gicat ruindjcr of Inch wifels 
were got tcigethcr, he burnt them, and Icatler- 
cd tlu ir alhes abroad, and Hew the prklls of 
the idols, that wcie not of the family of Aa- 
i*on. 

4. And when lie had done thus in Jorufa- 
1cm, he came into the countr)', and utterly 
deilroyed what buildings had been made there- 


in by 

king 

0 

J 

eroboam 

in honour of 

ftrangc 

tt i 

! Ii.md 

' 1) 

u'eo 

■ncil;:rfh 

!■ aeu'unt in thf fci 

; ind hook 

oi Ki 

t, th. 

AX 

III. 

iR„wuli this aceoiiiit in 

jofephus, 

and to 

t; Mill. 

l\i 

rhi.s 

ji.ilTigt 

; truly i'l joiepi . 

M, whofe 

c n-i 

I’l' fi’o; 

pl)fl 

,d ti 

) he her 

■e impiri'eft; Htot 

•ever, the 

genciai 

llaie 

of 

boJ 

1 1 J 

to be this, that t. 

here were 


gods ; and he burnt the bones of the fall'c pro¬ 
phets upon that altar which Jeroboam lir'^ 
built, x^ncl as the prophet [Jadon] wlio can 
to Jeroboam, when he was offering facrific 
and when all* the people heard hinj^ lorelo 
what would come to pafs, viz. That a certa 
man of the houfe of David, J^ofiah by^ nam 
fliould do what is here mentioned.” And 
j happened that thole prediitlions took efl’cd r 
j ter three hundred and lixty-onc years. 

I 5. After thefe things, Joliah w'cnt alfo 
j fuch other Ifraclites a^s had efcaped captic' 
and flavery under the Allyrians, and pcrfuatl 
them to delift from their irp^llous praiftir 
and to leave off the honours ll^^y paid to ftra: 
gods ;■ but to \vorfliip rightly tlieir own . 
mighty God, and adhere to him. He ' 
fearched the houfes, and the v'hagcs, -mul 
cities, out of a I'ufpicion that fomchody^ migii: 
have one idol or other in private ; nay, iiulectl, 
he took away the * chariots [of the fun] that 
\vcrc fet n'p in his royal palace, wliich his pre- 
dccelfors had framed, and what thing focvei 
! there was helidcs which tlicy Avorlhipjicd as a 
I god. And when he had thus ])urged all the 
j country, lie called the people to Jernfilcm, 
and there ccichiatcd the fcaft of uulcacencd 
bread, and that called the Paffover. He alfo 
I gave the people for pafchal facrifices young 
! kids of the goats and lambs lliirty thouCmd, 
j and three thoufand oxen for burut-ofterings. 
j The jjrincipal of the priells alfo gave to the 
I priefts againft the pafl'over two thoufand and 
j lix hundred lambs ; the piiuclpal of tlie Le- 
I vites alio gave to the Levites live thoufand 
' lambs, and live liundred oxen ; by wliich means 
there ^vas great plenty of facrificcs ; and tlicy 
oficred lliol'c faorilices according tc) the laws of 
; Moles, while every prieft explained the matter, 
i and uiiuillrcd to the multitude. And indeed 
I there had been no other feftival thus celebrated 


rcrt.iui ch.iiint',, V.lih rhe;r Iiorfcs, (lolicatt'il to tlic idol 
ot t>'c !ini, or to Moioi h 5 wMc’l! idol migl't he canifd .i- 
tout ill procclli#!), and worfliipped hy the people ; which' 
clrariois were now tnkfn mvny, ai johplius fays, or, a» 
the book of Kings'lays, iurtit 'U'ii/’ /in' oy 'Jfuih. 
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by the FIcbrews, from the times of Samuel the 
prophet; and the plenty of iacrifices now was 
the occadon that all things were performed ac¬ 
cording to the laws, and according to the 
. ..d,,... of their forefathers. So when Jofiah 
had after lIus lived in peace, nay, in riches and 
reputation alfo, among all men, he ended his 
life in the manner following. 

C H A P. V. 

/lorv "fvfi ah fought ivilb Nero \^Ki!ig of Fgypt^ 
iiud iva^ zoounded^ and died in a little Time 
aftrrzcard. : \/ls aJfo how Nero carried Tcho- 
aha-z, who hud been made King^ into Egypt, 
and delivered the Kingdom to ychoiakim : 
dnd\_lajllf\ concerning yeremiab andE'zckicl. 

V i'Jeco, king of Egypt, raifed an 

army, and inarched to the river Eu¬ 
phrates, in order to light with the Mcdcs, and 
Ealndonians, who had overthrown the do¬ 
minion of the Alfyrians ; for he had adelirc to 
reign over 7\(ia. Now wlien he was come to 
the utv Mendcs, which belonged to the king- 
dmn of |oliah, he brought an army to hinder 
him from palling through his own country, in 
his cnpcdllion againll the Mcdcs. Now Ncco 
fent an herald to jofiah, and told him. That 
“ he did not make this expedition againil him, 
but was making hafle to Euphrates ; and defir- 
ed that he would not provoke him to light a- 
gainll him, becaufc he obllrucfed his march to ; 
the place whither he had refolved to go.” Put 
foliah did not admit of this advice of Ncco, l 
i)ut put himfelf into a pofturc to hinder him , 
from his intended march. I fuppofe it w'as ' 
fate that pulhed him on to this conduft, that it ; 
might take an occafion againil him ; for as he j 

,* Tills is a remarkable pnfTagc of chronology in Jofc- j 
phns, thai about the latter end of the reign of Joll.-di the , 
eAjfTtfks^id Ikdijloniaiis overthrew the empire of the Al- i 
Tyrians, or, in the words of 'fobit’s eoiitiniiator, that , 
“ before Tobias died he heard of the dcllruction of Ni- | 
neveh, which wets taken by Nebueliodonofor the ISahylo- 
niaja, and Afl'ucrus the Mede, Toh. xiv. 15.” bee Dean 
Tiideaux Connexion, at the year 61 2. 

f This battle is juftty efteemed the very fame.that He¬ 
rodotus, B. II. 4 156. mentions, ■when he fays, that 


[ was letting his f army in array, and rode about 
in his chariot, from one wing of his army to 
anotlicr, one of the Egyptians Ihot an arrow at 
him, and put ah end to bis eagernefs of fight¬ 
ing; for being forcly wtmndcd, he commanded 
a retreat to be iouiidcd for his army, and re¬ 
turned to Jcrufilcm, and died* of that wound ; 
i and was magniiiccntly buried in the fepulchrc 
, ol liis fathers, wlien lie had lived thirty-nine 
|i years, and of lliein had reigned thirty-one. 
j Put all the pcojile mourned greatly for him, la- 
; menting and grieving on his account many 
I days : and Jerciniali the projihct cninjiulcd ij'. 
an elegy to lament him, which is extant till this 
time alfo. Moreover, this prophet denounced 
hcforc-hand the fad calamities that were coming 
upon the city. He alfo left behind him in 
writing a defeription of that deftruClion of our 
nation wdiich has lately happened in our days, 
and the taking of Pahylon,; Nor was he the 
only prophet who delivered fuch {ircdiiflions 
hcforc-hand to the nuilrifude; hut lo did Eze¬ 
kiel alio, xvlio was the lirll perfon that wrote, 
and left behind him in writing two hooks con¬ 
cerning thefc events. Now thele two prop-hets 
were prlells by birth ; hut of them jeremiah 
dwelt in Jcrulalem, Irom the thirteenth year of 
the reign of jofiah, until the city aiid temple 
were utterly dcllroyed. However, a to wiiat 
hcfel this prophet, wc will lelatc it in its }>ro- 
per place. 

2. EIPON tlie tleatli of joiiali, which we 
Itave already mentioiu'd, his j'on, Jelioaluiz Ity 
name, took the kingdom ; being about twenty- 
three years old. Me rcigind in jcrufalcm ; and 
his mother was Jlamutal, ol the city Eihnah. 
Ele was ail impious man, and iicjnire in his 
courfe of life : Put as the king oj' Eg\ }it return¬ 
ed 

“ Nccao joined battle with the Syri.uis [ni- Jew .j it hhig- 
dolum [Megidaoj and beat them," io I'r Itudioii hcic 
obferves. 

X "Whether Jofejiheo, from 2 Chi. xxxv. 2^. here 
means the book of u^c J^aou nt<ilio:ii oJ ilili ext .ni, 

wliich chielly belongs to the ditiiuclum id jeiul.dem un¬ 
der Nebuchadnezzar, or to .iny other like im l.meluiiy 
poem now loll, but extant in the days ol jul( |.'i.!s, heloiig- 
ing peeuliurly to Jofiah, cannot now be detco.imed. 

4 P 
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cd from tT\e battle, be font for Jcboaba/. to come 
to him, to the city called * '}ldtnalb, which be¬ 
longs to Syria ; and when be was come, lie put 
him in bands, and delivered the kingdom to a 
brother of his by the fatlicr’s iide, whoi'c name 
avas Eliakhn^ and changed bis name to 'Jchoi- 
akhn ; and laid a tvibnlc upon the land of an 
hundred talents of fib er, and a talent of gold; 
and this fiim of mcincy jelujialvim jiaitl by way 
of tribute; but Nceo earned away Jehoahaz 
into Egypt, where Jie du d, wlien he had reign.- 
cd three moiitlis and ten days. Now jehoia- 
kim’a motlier was ealltd Zebudah, of the cily^ 
Rumali. He was of a wicked difpofition, and 
ready to do mifehief: nor was lie cither religi¬ 
ous towards God, or good-natured towards 
men. 

_ _I 

, C;iAP/VI. i 

How N' hucbiidne'zz-iir, when be had conquered 
the King of Egypt, made an Expedition againf 
the yeivs, andJlezv p/eboiakim, and made fe~ 
hoiaehin his Son King. 

^ GW, in the fourth year of the reign 

of jehoiakim, one, wluife name was 
Hchnehadncvs'zar, took the government over the 
Babylonians, who at llic lame time w'ent up 
■with a great army to the city C'-archemilli, which 
was at b'uphratcs, ujion a I'efolution he had 
taken to fight with Nceo, king of Egypt, under 
whom all Syria then was. And when Nceo 
iinderilood tlie intention of the king of Bahy- 
Ipn, and that this cxiicditlon was made againft 
him, he did not dcipife Ids attempt, hut made 
hafle avitb a gi;,eat band of men to iuiphratcs, 
to defend himi'clf from Nenucliadnez'/.ar ; and 
W'heu they had joined battle, he was beaten, 
and loft many ten thoufands [of his Joldicrs] in 
the battle. So tlie kl-ig of Babylon palled over 
Euphrates, and took ail Syria, as lar as Pclu- 
lium, excepting Judea. But vvhe-n Nebuc¬ 
hadnezzar had already relgi..d four years, 

’ This andcr.t city H.uaaia, w' iui is join< d with Ar- 
patl, or Arai'ius, and with D.ay; faus, 2 Kint’s xviii. 34. 
11 a. xsxvi. u.. Jsr. xlix. 23. cities of Syria and rjicuicjai 
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which was the eighth of Jehoiakim’s govern¬ 
ment over the Hebrews, the king of Babyltm 
made an expedition withrtiighty forces 
the jews, and required tribute of jelu 
! and threatened, upon his refufal, to mo 
I againft liim. He was affrighted at Ids 
I ening, and bought his piece with monty , 

' lirought the tribute he was ordered to bf-iug for 
j three years. 

2. Bu r on the third year, upon hearing that 
the king of the Babylonians made an cxjicdi- 
tion againft the Egyptians, he did not ]>ay his 
tribute ; yet was he difappointed of his hojie, 
for the Egyptians durft not fighj, at this time. 
And indeed the prophet jcrcmi;>li foretold c- 
djy, how yainly they relied on t'' 
from Egypt, and how the city 
thrown by the king of Babylon, a 
tlie king would he fubdued by him. 
he thus Ipake proved to be of no ae ^.ige, to 
them, becaufe there were none that ftrould el- 
cape ; for both the multitude, and the rulers, 
wliea they heard him, had no concern about 
what tliey heard ; but being dil'pleafed at what 
was laid, as if the prophet were a diviner a- 
gainft the king, tlicy accufed Jcremiali, and 
bringing liim before the court, they required 
that a fentcncc and a punillimcnt might be given 
againft him. Now all the reft gave their votes 
for Ids condemnation, hut the elders rcful'ccl, 
who prudently lent away the prophet from the 
court [of the prilon] and perfuaded the reft to 
do Jeremiah no harm : for they faid. That “ he 
was not the only perlon who foretold what 
would come to the city ; but that Micah figni- 
j ficd the fame before him, as well as many 
j otliers, none of winch fuffered any thing of the 
1 kings that then reigned, hut w'ere honoured as 
I the prophets of God.” So they molhiied the 
I multitude with thefe words, and delivered Jc- 
j rcmiah from the pimiftrmcnt to which he was 
condemned. Now v.lien this prophet fnnP 
written all his projihccies, and the people were 

faff-s 

near tlie borders of Judea, was alfo itfclf evidently nei^r 
tlic fame borders, tho’ long ago utterly dellroyed. 
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fading, and aflcmblcd at the temple, o!\ the 
ninfl) tnnnfh nf'tlic fifth year of jehoiakim, lie 
ic liad'compofcd of his prcdic- 
was to liefal the city, and the 
; multitude. And wlien the ru- 
they took the book from him, 
and bid him and Baruch the feribe to go their 
ways, lelf they fliould be difeovered by one or 
other ; but they carried the book, and gave it 
to tlie king: fo he gave order, in the preience 
of his friends, that his feribe fhould take it, and 
1 cad it. When the king heard what it contain- 
(. d, he was angry, and tore it, and caft it into 
the fire, w.'. jre it was confumed. He alfocom- 
>nanded, that t. y Ihould feek for Jeremiah, 
li rlbe, and bring them to him, 
punilhed. Elowever, they 

time afterward, the king of 
Baliyioii .... vpedition agaiuft JehoJakim, 

whom he received [into the city] ; and this, out 
of fear of the foregoing jirediftions of this pro- 
])hct, as fup]iofing he fliould fulTcr nothing 
that was terrible, becaufe lie neither Ihiit the 
gates, nor fought againll him ; yet when he 
was come into the city, he diil not obferve the 
covenanp[*tie had made, but lie flew lueh as 
avere in the flower of tliclr age, and inch as 
were of the greatcll dignity, together with their 
Icing jehoiakim, whom he commanded to lie 
thrown before the walls, wnthoul any Inirial; 
and made his fbn Jehoiakim king of the country, 
and of the city : he alfo took the principal 
perfons inldignity for captives, three thoufand 
in number, and led them away to Babylon; 
among which was the prophet Ezekiel, who 
was then but young. And this was the cud 
of king Jehoiakim, when he liad lived thirty- 
fix years, and of them reigned eleven ; but Jc- 
lioiachin fucceeded him in the kingdom, whole 
iriotlier’s name was NehuJIjla : fhe was a citizen 
ofyfC.'-tifal^m. He reigned three months and 
ten days. 
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C II*A P. VII. 

7’/a// //c Bcibyloii of 

fi'h'juichh: and looh bi-d io Ba- 

%' O' M . 

I'xhm^ and ddivcTcd tbi: Kingdom lo Zedckiah, 
Bhis King 'ivonld not bdieve ■ivJ’jt -ivas pre- 
didrd by ''forcniiiib and E^.vb'uf imt jrim.d 
bnnfdf la lb. Fgg’pdhin.r ; ■ivbt'n /boy 

I'iinic into gfndcig ivcrc 'van'gdjbrd by /.be 
King of Babylon: As a'Jo wbat lo'Jd pfme-- 
viiab. 

§ 1. 'T~^UT a terror feized cm the king of Ba-. 

Jj[_3 hylon, who had given the kingdom 
to Jehoiachin, and that immediately : he was 
afraid that he fliould bear liim a grudge, hc- 
caufc of his killing his father, and thereupon 
fliould make the country revolt from him ; 
wherefore he fent an army, and hefieged Jehoia¬ 
chin in jerufalcm : but bccaufe he was of a 
gentle and jtill difpolition, he did not dcfirctofee 
the city endangered on his account; hut he took 
his mother, and kindred, and delivered tlicm 
to the commanders font by the king of Babylon, 
and accepted of their oaths, that neither fliould 
they fnfier any harm, nor the city; which a- 
greernent tliey did not obferve for a finglc year, 
for the Icing of Babylon did not keep it, but 
gave orders to his generals to take all that were 
in the city captives, both the youth, and the 
handicraftimen, and bring them bound to him : 
their nnnibct was ten thoufand eight hundred 
and thirty-two; as alfo Jehoiachin, and his 
mother and friends ; And when ihcle were 
brought to Inm, he kept them in cuflody, and# 
appointed Jehoi.achin’s uncle Zedekiah to he 
king; and made liim take an oath, that he 
would certainly keep the kingdom for him, 
and make no innovation, nor liavc any league 
of friendfliip with the figyptians. 

2. Now Zedekiah was twenty and one years 
old when he took the government ; and had 
the fame mother with his brother |ehoiakim; 
but was a defpifer of jufticc, and of his duty : 
for truly tliofc of the lame age vrith him were 
wicked about him, and the whole inukiiude 

did 
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<lkl what nnjufl and infolcnt tilings they plea- 
fed ; for which realon tlfc prophet Jeremiah 
came often to him, and proitilcd to him, and 
inlifkal, That “ he mull leave ofl his impieties 
and ti;anrgvcffion.s, and take cave of what was 
right; and neither give ear to the rulers (among 
whom were wicked men) nor give credit to 
their falfe prophets, who deluded them; as ii 
the king of kabylon w'ould make no more war 
againfl them, and as if the Egyptians would 
make war againil him, and concjuer him ; Imcc 
w’hat they fiid wnas not true, and the events 
wrould not prove fuch [as they expected].” 
Now as to Zedekiah himfclf, while he heard 
the prophet fpeak he believed him, and agreed 
to every thing as true, and fuppoled it wa« for 
liis advantage; but then his Iricnds perverted 
him, and dilfuaded him from what the prophet 
advilcd, and ohliged him to do what they 
plcafed. Itzcklel alfo foretold in lf!!))'!on t\'hat 
calamities were coming tipon the people, which 
when he heard, he feiir accounts oi them unto 
Jcnifalem ; but Zedeiclali did not lielicvc their 
prophecies, i()r the realon following ; If hap¬ 
pened that the two jirophcts agreed with one 
another in what thev laid as to all other things, 
that the city ihotdd he taken, and Zcileklab 
himfelf Ihnuld b(' taken cajitive ; but E/ekic! 
di! agreed with liim, and laid, ’i bat “ Zede- 
kiak iliould not !'ee Habvion while jeremiab 
laid to him. That “ the king of Ikihylon (honld 
carry him awav thither in hondo” And he- 
canle tlu'V dad not ixnii fav the fame thing as 
tn this circinndanec, he clilhelieved what they 
, 1)01 ]i appeared to agree in, and condeinued 
tliem as not ipcaklng truili therein, al'hongh all 
the thin!gi foretold him did come to ]ials ac¬ 
cording to their pn'plieeies, as \vc ihall Ihcw 
upon a fitter opportunity. 

p Now w’hcn Z 'dekiah preierved the league 
of mutual aflillance he had made cviih the Iki- 
i)\ ionbniR, for eight yeirs, he brake it, and rc- 
a oiled to the the Egyptians, in hopes by their af- 

* i(egjgi\K fivr, lii'U', t'lai ji.rcn'ii.ih pioplicfiril not 
onlv wi' il'.i- ntuni cf lie jtavs from tlic Il.iln ioajiui (.ip- 
loav, '.i.ui ti.ir u ificv tlic I’crii.ms amt ISlcilc^, ,ir m our 
(ilo.'V ccpics ; bill of llicir rcbiiiljing tlie temple, raid 
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fiflancc, f i overcoming the Babylonians. When 
the king; of Babylon knew this, he made war 
againfl him ; he laid his country wafle, and 
look his fortified towns, and camp to the city 

Jerufalcm itfelf to helicgc it : But e ’.. 

king of Egypt heard wliat circumliancAS' ''o E- 
kiah his ally was in, Jie took a groat arinv 
with him, and came into [udea as if he would 
raile the ficgc ; u}>on which the king of Baby¬ 
lon departed from Jerufdem, and met the i- 
gyjttians, and Joined battle with them, and heat 
them ; and when l\e hacl]>nt them to fiiglu, iu 
purfued them, and drove them c'Ut of,,11 Svria. 
Now as foon as tlic king oi Ikencbm was de¬ 
parted from Jerufalcm, the k fie prophet,s de¬ 
ceived Zedekiah, and laid, That “■ the king id" 
Babylon would not make any more war again'’ 
him or his people, nor remove ’' ‘.,11 ,-.u of 
their own country into Bahvb n, and that ihoie 
then in cMptivity- woiilcl I'eturn, with all thole 
v cffels of tlie temjile, of which the king of'Ba¬ 
bylon had dei}'oiIed that temple.” But |ere- 
miah came among them, and proj-ilielictl wlnn 
contradiklcd thofe j’lredidions, and what pro¬ 
ved to he trnc,'Ehat “they did ill, ami dehukd 
tlieking; that the Egyptians wtuild he of no 
advantage to lliein, hut that the king of Baby¬ 
lon wouKI renew the war againfl jerufalem, 
and hcliege it again, and would deflroy the 
people by famine, ;ind carry tiwt'.y th.ofe that 
renuiined into captivity, and would take away 
what they had as fpoiis, and would carry off 
thole riches that were in the temjilc ; nay, that 
hcfides this, he would burn it, and utterlv 
overthrow^ tlic city, and that thev fltould ferc’^ 
him and his jioflerity feventy years ; that then 
the Berlians and the Medes fhould ])ut an end to 
their fervitude, and overthrow their Bahyloni- 
,'.ins, and that we fhall he difmifted, and return 
to this land, and ’E-ehuild the temple, and rc- 
florc Jenilalein.” When Jeremiah faid this, 
the greater part believed him, but, the, :cm?-s, 

and 

even tlir citv Jcrvfakm, Mbicii do not appear in our co¬ 
pies under hia name, fee the note on Antiij. 13. XI 
chap. i. § 3. 
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and thofe tliat wei*e wicked, defpifed him, as one 
' difordered in his fenfes. Now he had refolvcd 
to go elfewhere, to his own country, which was 
called Anathotb^ and was twenty furlongs dif- 
..c, . f. 'm Jerufalem ; and as he w^as going, 
of the rulers met him, and feized upon him, 
and accufed him falfely, as though he were go¬ 
ing as a deferter to the Babylonians : But jerc- 
mijh faid, that he accufed him falfely, and ad¬ 
ded, that he was only going to his own countrv ; 
but the other would not believe him, but lei/cd 
upon liim, and led him away to the rulers, and 
Said an accufuion againft him; under whom he 
eikiureu all forts of torments and tortures, and 
WMs relervad to be jiunilhcd ; and this was the 
f oiulition he was in for i'ome time, while he fuf- 
' -led W'ha! 1 have aheady delerihed unjullly. 

4. N’r tu the ninth year of the reign of 
Zcde’bali, on tlie tenth day of the tenth month 
the king of Babylon made a (econd expedition 
againfl Jerulaiem, ajid lay bclore it eiglitcen 
inopitlis, and hebeged it with the utmoR ap- 
pile.'i'.ion. 1 lierc came upon litem all’o two 
of tlic ureatefl calamities at the fame time tliat 

e > 

jeruiaiem was Iteiicgcd, a famine, and a pelU- 
ieno.al (*iii anper, and made great liavock of 
them ; Ann tltongli the prophet Jeremiah was 
in prifon, Itc did not reil, hut cried out, and 
proclaimed aloud, and exhorted the multitude 
to open their gates, and admit the king of 
Babylon ; for that if they did fo, they flionld 
i)e prclervcd, and their whole families; but if 
they did not do fo, they Ihould be deftroyed; 
and he I'orctold, that if any ony Raid in the city, 
he Hiould certainly perilh by one of thei'e ways, 
either be confumed by the famine, or flain by 
the enemies fword; hut that if he would by 
to the enemy, he flrould efeape death ; Yet 
did not thefe rulers v/ho heard believe him, 
even when tlicy were in tire nridR of their fore 
calamities ; hut they came to the king, and in 
t}y!ir r.pgc;;, informed him of what Jeremiah 
faid ; and accufed him, and complained of the 
prophet as of a madman, and one that difheart- 
enc.d their minds, and by the denunciation of 
mi (erics, weakened the alacrity of the multi¬ 
tude, who were otherwife ready to expofe 
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themfclvcs to dangers for him, and for their 
country; while he, in a way of threatening, 
warned them to Hy to the eiicmyg and told 
them, that the city Ihould ceitainly be taken, 
and be utterly dcllroycd. ^ 

5'. But for the king himfcir, he was not at 
all irritated againil Jeremiah, Inch was his gen¬ 
tle and righteous difpoi)tion ; yet that he might 
not be engaged in a quarrel with thofe inlers 
at luch a time, by oppoiinp; what they intend¬ 
ed, he let tb.:m do with the prophet wbatfo- 
ever they would : Wheretipon, Vvhen (IjC kinp, 
had granted them fueh a pcrmiffion, they pte- 
lently came into tlie prifon and took him, and 
let him down with a cord into a pit full of 
mire, that he might Ik- fufi'oeated, and die of 
himfell. So lie llooil up to tlie neck in the mire, 
which was all about him, and fu continued ; 
but there was one of the king’s I'crvants, who 
was in cllcem with liim, an Jitliiopian by. de- 
Jeent, who told the king what a flute tlie pro¬ 
phet was in, and laid, that his i'liends and Jiis 
rulers had done evil in putting the }>n'jihet 
into the mire, and by that means contriving 
againil him that he fliould fuller a death nioie 
iiitter than that by his bonds only. Y licn the 
king heard tliis, he repented of his having; 
delivered up the prophet to the ruler:., and 
hid the Ethiopian take tliirtv men ol the king’s 
guards, and cords with them, .'nul wl-atfoever 
clfe they nudeiRood to he ue.ella!)' lor the 
phet’s preiervat’O!!, and to (!:\,w liim up im¬ 
mediately. 00 the Btiiiopian took I’le men 
he was one ivul l.r. lake, a-.'.l iha-.v uj-) the pro- 
])het out of tire min-, and hit Lina at liberty 
[in the juff. <uj. 

Ct. But u'hen the kltiT had fent to cab lu’in 

e * 

privately, and enquired what he conkl lay to 
him from God, v, hlBi migld he fu't.ihie to iiia 
prdent circurnftam and dcfnecl him to in¬ 
form him of it, jevemiah replied, 'fliat “ he 
liad foinevihat to I ly; ’ but lie laid withal, 
“He Ihould nf>': he believed, nor, if be adme- 
nidied them, Ihould he he hearltened to;” fr-r, 
faid he, “ Thy friendis have determintd to dc- 
ftro^ me, as though I had been guilty of lome 
4 wicked- 
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wickcdacfs: And where arc now thofe men 
who deceived us, and laid, that the king of 
Babylon would not come and light againll us 
any more ? but 1 am afraid now to j'])cak; the 
truth, iLlf thou Ihouldcll condemn n\c to die.” 
And when the king had aflin-ed him u[>on oath, 
that he would neitlier liimielf put him to death, 
nor deliver him u|) to tlic rulers, he became 
hold upon that aflfurance that was given him; 
and gave him this advice. That “ he Ihould de¬ 
liver the city up to the Babylonians : and he 
laid, That it was God that propficlied tnis by 
him, that [he mull do fo] if he would he pre- 
ferved, and efcape out of the danger he was ip, 
and that then neither Ihould the city fall to the 
ground, nor iliould the temple he hurned ; but 
that [if he difobeyed] he would he the caufc cjf 
thefe miferies coming upon the citi/ens, and of 
the calamity that would befal his whole honl'c.” 
When the king heard this, he laid, That “ he 
would willingly do what he pcri'uaded him 
to, and what he declared would be to his 
advantage ; but that he was afraid of thofe of 
his own country that had fallen away to the 
Babylonians, left he ihould be acculcd by them 
to the king of Babylon, and he punidred.” 
But the prophet encouraged him, and laid, 
“ He had no cairfe to fear i'ueh punilhment; 
for that he Iliould not have the experience of 
any misfortune, if he would deliver all up to 
the Bab) Ions ; neither himlelf, nor his child¬ 
ren, nor his wives; and that the temple Iliould 
then continue unluirt.” So when Jeremiah 
had laid tills, tlic king lot him go, and cliarged 
him, “ To bctiay what they had rclolved on 
to none of the citl/;cns, nor to tell any of theic 
matters to any of tile rultrs, if they Ihould have 
learned that he had been fentTor, and Ihould 
enquire of him what it was tliat he was lent for, 
and what he had hiid to him ; hut to pretend 
to them, that he befought him that he might 
not be kept in bonds and in prifon.” And in¬ 
deed he laid fo to tliem ; for they came to the 
prophet, and afked him, what advice it was 
that he came to give the king relating to them ? 
And thus I have finiflied \Yhat coaccrjis this 
matter. 


! CHAP. VIII. 

IIoiv the King of Babylon took ferufaleth ■'"'t 
burnt the T’emple^ and removed the Pc 
fcnifalem and Zedekiah to Babylon : j 
v-'ho they xvere that had fuccccdcd- 
High Pricflhood under the Kings. 

§ i.T^kTOW the king of Babylon was very 
intent and earnell upon the licg;e of 
jcrul’alcm ; and he eredlcd towers ^h^^n great 
I ' ank^ of earth, and from them if^^elled thofe 
that Hood upon the walls: He'alfo made a 
great number of fuch banks round about th 
whole city, wliofc height was equal to the 
walls. However, thole that 'v\s.re within 
the ficgc with courage and alacrity • 
were not difeouraged, cither by the 
by the pellilentlal diflempcr; but were, 
ful minds, in the prorcciuion ut the w 
though thofe mii'erics within opprcflcd tinm 
alio ; and they did not i'ufter themlelves to be 
Icrriftcd, either by the contrivances of the c- 
' nemy, or by their engines of war; but con¬ 
trived ftil! different engines to oppoi'c all the o- 
ther withal, till indeed there fecined to be an. 
• entire flruggle between the Babylonians, and 
the people of Jcrulalcm, which had the greater 
fagacity. and fkill; the former party fuppoling 
they fliould be thereby too hard for the other, 

I for the dcllruiSlion of tlic city; the latter pla- 
] cing their hopes of deliverance in nothing elfe 
but ill prefevering in fuch inventions, in oppof-- 
lion to the other, as might demonftrate the 
caemics engines were ufclcfs to them. And 
this liege they endured for eighteen months, 
until they were deftroyed by the famine, and 
by the diuis which the enemy threw at them 
from the towers. 

2. Nqw the city was taken on the ninfh day 
of the fourth month, in the eleventh year of 
the reign of Zedekiah.. They were indeed 
only generals of the king of Babylon, to 
Nelnichadnczzar committed the caie of the 
liege, for he abode himfelf in the city of Riblab. 
'fhe names of thefe generals who ravaged and 
fubdiTcd Jcrufalcm, if any one delUe.to knovt. 
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them, were thefe : Nergal Sharezer, Samgar 
JSlebo, Rabiai'is, Sarfechim, and Rabtnag. And 
/v. h'’n tlic city was taken, about mid-night, 

1 .n,. PHcmies generals were entered into the 
vhen Zedekiah was fenfible of it, 
wives, and his children, and his 
1 his friends, and with them fled 
ty, through the fortified ditch, and 
throusih the defart : And wlicn certain of the 

O ^ 

dcl’crtens had informed tlie Babylonians of thi«, 
at break of day they made hade to puifue after 
Zedekiah, and overtook him not far from |eri- 
cho, and encoinnafl'ed him about ; but for 
’■ole friends and captains of Zedekiah who had 
■ of ihc "ity with him, when they faw 
near tlicm, they left him, and 
ri, fomc one way, and fome 
y one rcfolvcd to favc him- 
j'cii , uy took Zedekiah alive, when 

he was i., jd by all but a few, with his 
children anil his wives, and brought him to 
the king. When he was come, Nebuchadnez¬ 
zar began to call Ifnn “ a wdeked wretch, and 
a covenant breaker, and one that had forgotten 
Jus former words, when he promifed to keep jj 
tlic countrv lor him. He alfo reproached him 
for his iiigratltudc, tliat wlicn he had received 
the king.lom from him, who had taken it from 
jehoiachin, and given it him, he had made ufe 
of the power he gave him againft him that 
gave it ; hut, faitl he, God is great, who 
hateth tliat condu£l: of thine, and hath brought 
thee under us.” And when he had iifcd thcle 
words to Zedekiah, he commanded his Ions, 
and his friends, to be flain, while Zedekiah, 
and the reft of the captains, looked on ; after 
which, he put out the eyes of Zedekiah, and 
bound him, and carried him to Babylon. And 
thefe things happened to him,,as jereminh 
and Ezekiel had foretold to him, that he Ibould 
be caught, ami broiiglit before the king of Ba- 
and Ihould fpeakto hirn face to face, 
and liioulil fee his eyes with his own eyes : 

'* Tills olif' rvntlon of Joliphus, about the feemiajT dif- 
a(];rcenie!it of Jerciniah, xxxii. 4. xxxiv. 3. ami EzcLic) 
xii. 13. but real agreement'at laft, concerning the fate ol 
Zcilcki ill, 1 '! vci j true, and very rcrnarktiblc. Sec chap, 
v-ik ^ e. Nor io it at all unlikely that the courtiers ajid 
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And thus far did Jcrcmiali prophefy ; but he 
was alfo made blind, and lirought to B.ihylon, 
but did not fee it, according to the prcdiiction 
of Ezekiel. 

3. We have faid thus much, becaufe ;t was 
fulHcicnt to fliewt the nature ol'Clod to'luch as 
arc ignorant of it; that it is various, and afts 
many dififerent ways; and tliat all events hap- 
I)cn after « regular manner, in tlieir proper 
Icifon ; and that it forctels what muli come to 
[' ds. It is alfo liifllcicnt to flicw the ignorance 
and incredulity of men, whereby they arc not 
permitted to lorcfee any thing that is future, 
and are not witliout any guard c\poi'cd to 
calamities; fo that it is impuflible f(>r them to 
avoid the experience of tliole calamities. 

4. Ail I) after tliis manner have the kings of' 
David’s race ended tiieir lives, being in number 
twenty-one, until the lall king, who altoge¬ 
ther reigned live hundred and fourteen years, 
and fix luontlis, and ten clays ; of whom Saul, 
who was their llrll king, retained the govern¬ 
ment twenty ycar.s,, though he was not of the 
fame triiic witli the rcll. 

5. And now it was tliat the king of Baby¬ 
lon lent Nebuzaradan, llie genera’, of l)is army, 
to Jerufalcm, to pillage tlie temple ; who had 
it alfo in command to burn it, and tlic royal, 
p.ilacc, and to lay tlic city even w’i'.h the 
ground, and to tranfjilant the peo['le into Ba¬ 
bylon. Accordingly, he came to Jeruridem, in 
the eleventh year of king Z.-titkiali, and pil¬ 
laged the teiuj-’lc, and carried o;,:r (r,e vdicl, of 
God, boll) gold and lilver, and parti,.ularly 
that large laver wdiich Solomon dedic.'ii; .1 ; a, 
alfo the pillars of heals, and tlicir c]iapltcr% 
with the golden tables, and the candleliick-, ; 
And when he had carried tliele off, be let liii 
to tlic temple, in the lifth montl', ihc liid day 
of the month, on tlie clcvcntli year of tlic rci..;:! 
of Zcdeklali, am! on the eiglilccu c'car of Ne¬ 
buchadnezzar; He aUb burnt ‘die pdacc, a:’i 

over 

hilfc prophets inijd't nv.’.e ru; cf iiiniii r w. 
fioii to di/Iu.iJc fif.ia 1, 1\ , ; < 1 ' 1 ■; ('/''• 

prophet^, as jol'i'pl'.es licrc ialii'-.c.-.i ',j 'lyre .f : 1 

iliercbv. 

4 
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overthrew the city. Now the temple was burnt 
four hundred and feventy years, fix months, 
and ten days, after it was built. It was then 
one thouland and lixty-two years, fix months, 
and tin days, from the departure out of Egypt; 
and frehn the deluge, to the deftruiflion of the 
temple, the whole interval was one thoufand 
nine hundred fifty-levcn years, fix months, and 
ten days; but from the gcneratioi?of Adam, 
until this befel the temple, there were three 
thoufand five hundred and thirteen years, fix 
months, and ten days : So great was the num¬ 
ber of years hereto belonging. And what ac¬ 
tions w'ere done during thofe years, wc have 
particularly related. But the general of the 
Babylonian king now overthrew the city to the 
very foundations, and removed the people, and 
took for prifoners the high priefi; Seraiah, and 
Zephaniah the prieft that was next to him, and 
chc rulers that guarded the temple, who were 
three in number, and the eunuch who was 
over the armed men, and feven friends of Ze- 
dekiah, and his feribe, and fixty other rulers ; 
all which, together with the vclfcls which they 
liad pillaged, he carried to the king of Baby¬ 
lon, to Ribl.th, a city of Syria. So the king 
commanded the heads of tlie high jiricfl, and 
of llie rulers, to be cut ofl’there ; but he him- 
fclf led all the captives, and Zedekiah, to Ba¬ 
bylon, He alfo led jofedek the high prieft 
away bniind. He was the Ion of Seraiah the 
liigh pricing whom tlie king- of Babylon had 
flain in RiL'l.ui, a city of Syria, as we have J 
juft now' U'l itCvi. 

6 . Am) I'u,",, hccaufe wc have enumerated 
the fuc^elilon (ft' the kinp'., .ind who they were, 
and hovv long ih.ey rcig.rcd, 1 tliink it nccellary 
to fit down the names of the high priefts, and 
who they W’Cre that luccceded one amither in 
the high prieftiiood, under the kliigs. The firft 
high prieft then at the temple, which Solomon 
Iruill, war./j.idok ; after him his fon Achiinas 
received tiul dienily; after Achiinas w'as A- 

• I luu” 1 ! i ■ in'V.tt'il in l-ir.>v,tcts tliis Iiigll p-.i-A 
ii.r., t’lDiie') lir t" omittc-il in j 11 JofciihvS'’s copii.;., out of 
the Jcwiili ChioiiK 'c, SlcIci Oiain, of hovv iittle autliority 
loc'-tr ( e' a : iH" rtU.cu fucli Lite Rahbiuical liiflorians, 
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zarias ; his fon was Joram, and Joram’s fon 
was Ifus ; after him was Axioramus; his fou 
was Phideas, and Phideas’s fon was Suucas. 
and Sudeas’s fon was Juelus, and Juclus’s for 
was Jotham, and Jotham’s fon was A , .. 

I Trias’s fon was Nerias, and Nerias ;> ion '"as 
Odcas, and his fon was Sallumus, and Sallum- 
us’s fon was Elcias, and his fon [was ‘ A/a li¬ 
as, and his fon] was Sarcas, and his fon was 
jolaJoc, who w'as carried captive to Jcrufalem. 
All thele received the high priefthood by fuc- 
celilon, the fons from their father. 

y. When the king vwas come to Babylon, 
he kept Zedekiah in prifon until he died, and 
buried him magnificently, anti dedicated llu 
vefiels he had pillaged out of the temple of Jt- 
rufalem to his own gods, and planted the pc<' 
pic in the country of Babylon, frci-d the 
high prieft from his bonds. 

C II A P. IX. 

Ifnrv Nclin^aradat! fet G:dall(ih ever the "fcivi 
that were left in Judea^ which Gcdaliah Wlu 
o little afterwardfain by bfjmacl: And how 
Jojialhau, after Jfmtael was driven away, 
went down into Egypt with the People; vehich 
People, Nebuchadnezzar, when be made an 
Expedition againf the Egyptians, took Cap¬ 
tive, and brought them away to Babylon. 

§ i.'V """OW the general of the army, Nebu- 
zaradan, when he had carried the 
people of the Jews into captivity, left the poor, 
and thofe that had deferted, in the country; 
and made one, whofe name was Gcdaliah, the 
fon of y\hikam, a perfon of a noble family, 
their governor; which Hcdaliah was of a gen¬ 
tle and righteous difpofition. He alfo com¬ 
manded them, that Ihould cultivate the ground, 
and pay an sjipi-dnted tribute to the king. He 
alfo took Jeremiah the prophet out of vriia-j, 

and 

brf'uft' \\ e krow from Jofcplius binifclf, tb.U tlic number 
of tin- biuh priclls btlonping to tills ii.toi vnJ \v;is t-igbte'en, 
Antiq. 15. XX, ch. x. wlicieas Lii copies have litie bul 
ieventucu. 
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^ an'fl would have perfuadcd him to go along 
,h'ilh 'd to ;hd)ylun ; ior that he liad I)ceii 
l;,). 'll hy liio ki ig to fiipply him -with wfiat- 
. 1 I V. ,'iucd ; and it he die! not like to do 

' , ii< 'ucd hiai to Inform hi.n where he rc- 

to dwedl, that lie might hgoit'y the fame 
to ','ic f mg: out tlie prophet had nopuiud to 
f ' liim, no!' !o dwell an)' where etle, hut 
wotd i pi idiy iis>. in tli. niiu;.-. ot Ids country, 
aiu! hi du; :oih-:-jd>h rci i ijiv; ot it. Wiieu the 
• c-._ :;c:m! im'ierdi'iod v. h u Ids purjiolc v/as, he 
eiijoin'ed (iedaliah, wiio u he ielt behind, to 
take ah pothhle ca e ofuim, a.nd to lupply Idun 
\a-ith whjti'oev T he wa.uted: So when he had 
given him riel, preieiir^, he diimihed him. 
.kcemalinej Jeremiah .ihod-- lu a city of that 
Cl, .'litre which wa.s caliei,! AL/i\:/.>; and delired 
of Ncic '...hu.iu that he would lei ;it liberty his 
diiciplc '* Baruch, the lim ol'Nerlali, one of a 
very eminent fami!)-, and exceeding Ikillnl in 
the language of hi;, country. 

2. WiiitN Nclmzaradan h;id done thus, he 
made hailc to Hah)Ion; But as to thole that 
(led away during the liege oi' Jcrufdcm, and 
Iiad hceii fcattcred over the country, when they 
heard that the Babylonians were gone away, 
and had left a remnant in the land ot jernla- 
lem, and thole fuch as were to cultivate the 
fame, they came together from all parts to 
Gcdaliah to Mifpah. Now the rulers that 
were over them were Johanan, the foji ot Ka- 
rea, and jezaniah, and Seraiah, and others be- 
fidc them. Now there was of the royal family 
one Ilhmael, a wicked man, and very crafty, 
who during the fiegc of Jerufalem fled to Baal- 
is, the king.of the Ammonites, and abode with | 
Iiim during that time : and Gcdaliah perfuadcd j 
them, now they were there, to flay with him, j 
and to have no fear of the Babylonians; for 
tlpit if they would cultivate the country, they 
fliould fuller no harm. I’his he afliired them 
of by h; and faid, that they fliould have 
him for their ji.itron, and that if any dilfurb- 
ance fhould arife, they fhould find him ready 
to -defend them. He alfo advifed them to dwell 

' Of this cliaracler of Baruch, the foil of Ncriah, and 
die gcnuluciicfj of his book that Hands now in otir apo- 


' in any city a;-, ever)' one cfthcin p!c:i!i,I ; -ind 
I th.at they wonG Icndmm. \\i>!i hi; own 

iervauts, and rebuild t’r ii h-I'rc'i the 
old r)irililiung and d'..'c;i I hi re : :md be ml 
■ in.-’jiihci! tiicm iT.-for.j-ii.mil 'h,'' ilic; l^ionld 
. make prep.n:it',(Mi, whh .ne f-.h'-i,. , o’ 

c-'-n, andwicc, .n .1 (-li. tlun ihiy might hcive 
- whereon to fee ’ m;.:.;-ihc v.iiccr. Whe-n lic 
li.id thus ditcoi,. Ii d toll:cci;,li' diriihred lln-m, 
tnct cver)^ one might u'l' ..a in whit j'fice ('! 

: I'ic country he j h aied. 

I 3. Nov/ when tliis report wc., i'prc.id ahnvu! 

' as fir ns the nalicms iha.t Imrd.cred on |ndca, 

I that Gcdaliah ki’aliy enlci t.lined t'iofc tha' 
came to him, alter tlic'.' h.ad llcdawa)g tijn'm t.'ii, 
f iiily] eomlilinrg rliat they Ih.ould [lav trihnf.r 
to the king; of Bnhvlon, tliw' alii) came ■cenh!’- 
to Gedaiiah,, and ind!ahln.d the eoimtii'. .Am! 
when Jolianan, and the ruler;; that were wit!,' 
him, ohlerved the connti'y, and the hum;mitv 
ol Gcdaliaii, tfiey v\cre cMcedingl)- in love with 
him, ."tiid told liim, that Baalis, the king of the ■ 
Ammonites, had lent lilnnae! to kill him In- 
treachery, and I'ccrclly, tliat he might have flu- 
domiriion over the Iliaciite;;, as heing of the 
royal himily ; andlliey fa'd, that h.e migjit di'- 
liver himfell irom this IrciicherouM (hdign, if 
he would give them leave to llay Ilhmacl, and 
nobody ihouh! kn.ow of it ; loi' they tc.h! !;im 
thev were alraid, that when he w.is killed hv 
the other, tlie etitiic ruin of th,.. reniain'ng 
llrength of the Itraeiitcs vvf,nkl cofuc: Bur 
he profcllecl. That “he (Ini not heiieve Vih." 
they laid, when they told him of hich a trea ■ 
eherous dclign, in a mail tliar had tieen vv..-!!. 
treated hy him, hecaufc it was not pcohahie 
that one who, under fuch a want (;f al! ihin;y, 
had failed of nothing that was necciiarv lin 
him, Ihonld he found fo wicked and ungrate ¬ 
ful toward,. Ids bcnclactor, that wh.en ii would 
he an inllance of wickednefs iii him not to 
lave him, had he been treaeheroully aflault- 
cd by others, to endeavour, and that e:irm;Il¬ 
ly, to kill him with his own hand ; That 

liOW- 

crypha, and that it is really a canonical book, aiul ,m ap¬ 
pendix to Jcreiniali, fee Authen. Jlcc. p.irr 1 . p. 1,— i 1. 

4 R 
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however, if lie ought to lappofc this informa- 
fioa to be true, it was better tor tiiinfclf to be 
{lain by the other, tlum to dehroy a man who 
fled to hint for refuge, and intndlcd his own 
lafetyhto liim, and cominlued lumfcif to his 
dil’pola!-” 

4. So johanan, and the rulers tliat vaerc with 
him, not being able to pcriundc Gcdaliah, went 
away ; but alter the interval of thirty days was 
over, Ifhmael came again to (fcdaliali, to tlie 
city IVlifpa)!, and ten men with him ; am! wlicn 
he had feafted Iflnnacl, and tliofc tluit were 
with him, in a ipleiulid manner at his tal)le, 
and liad given them prefents, he became difor- 
dered in drink, while he endeavoured to be 
very merry with them ; and when llhmacl law 
him in that cafe, and that he was drowmed in 
his cups to the degree of inioniihilily, and had 
fallen aflccp, he rofe up on a luddon, with his 
ten friends, and flew Gcdaliah, and thole that 
were with him at the fcafl ; and wlicn lie had 
ilain them, he went out by night, and llew' all 
the fews that rvcrc in the city, and tliole lol- 
diers alfo which were left therein by the Baby¬ 
lonians ; But the next day fourfcorc men came 
out of the country with preicnts to Gcdaliah, 
none of them knowing what had hefallcn him ; 
wlrtn ilhiTiae! law them, he invited them in 
to Gcdaliah, arid when tluy were come in, he 
(hut up the court, and llew them, and eall 
their dead bodies down into a certain deep pit, 
that they might not be Icen ; but of thole four¬ 
fcorc men, Ilhmael fpared thole that intreated 
liim not to kill them, till they had delivered 
up to him wh.it riches they hAtl concealed in 
the fields, ccmliiling of their furniture, and gar¬ 
ments, and corn : hut he took captive the 
people that were in IMifpah, with their wives, 
end children ; among whom were the daugh¬ 
ters of king Zedekiah, wliom Nebuzaradan, 
the general of the army of Babylon, had left 
with Gedaiiah : And when he had done this, 
he came to the king of the Amtnonites. 

5. r>UT when johaitan, and the rulers with 
him, heard of what was done at iVhlpali by 
llhmacl, and of the death of Gedali.ih, they 
had indignation at it, and every one of them 
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took his own armed men, and came fuddcnly 
to light -with Iflimael, and overtook him ■'1 
Ibuntaiu in Hebron : And when th 
were carried away captives by llhmacl 
h.man, and the rulers, they were v- 
and looked upon them as coming to rnc"- .a- 
iiltancc y lb they left him that had carried them 
captives, and came over to johanan': Then 
Ilhmael, with eight men, fled to the king of the 
Ammonites; but Johanan took tlrofe whom he 
had refened out of the hands of lllunacl, and 
the eunuchs, and their wives, and children, and 
canre to a certain place called Mivulru, and 
there they abode that day; for they had 
tennined to remove from tbchcc, a'" ’ 
into ligypt, out of fear, lell the 
lliould Hay them, in cafe tlicy coiIl 
country ; and that, out of anger at 
ter of Gcdaliah, who had hccu b) .ui jc; 
over it for governor. 

6. Now, while they were under tins deliber¬ 
ation, Johanan the Ton of Kareah, and the ru¬ 
lers that were with him, came to Jeremiah the 
prophet, and delired that he would pray to God,, 
that, becaufc they were at an utter lofs about 
what they ought to do, he would difeover it 
to them ; and they Iware, that they would do 
whatlbver Jeremiah lliould fay to them : And 
when the prophet faid, he would he their intcr- 
ceffor with God, it came to pafs, that, after 
ten days, God appeared to him, and faid,“ That 
he lliould inform Jolianan, and the other rulers, 
and all the peojiic, that he would he with tiu in 
while they conlinucd in that country, and take 
care of them, and keep them from being luirt 
by the Babylonians, of whom they were afraid. ; 
but that he would defert them if they went in- 
to Bgypt, and, out of his wrath againft them, 
would inllibl the lame puniftiments upon them, 
which they knew their brethren had already 
endured.” So when the propfiet had inform- 
'ed Johanan, and the people, that CpcbfdfctSkl 
thefc things, he wa.s not believed, when he faid, 
that God commanded them to continue in that 
country ; but they imagined, that he laid lb to 
gratify Baruch, his own diiciplc, and belied 

Cod, 
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C!od, nntl tli.it he pcrfuadcd tliem to ftay there, 
tlrif thev miglit be deilroyed by tlic Bnbyh)ni- 
dingly, both the people, and Jolia- 
^ed the counlcl C'f C^od, which he 
i)y the prophet, and removed into 
carried Jeremiah and Baruch along 

with them 

7 And when they were there, God figni- 
tied to the prophet, that tlic king of B ihylon 
w'a a'oout making an expedition againil the F- 
•N/ptians, and cominantlcti him to iop-tcl to 
the peojdo, that F.gypt ihciild be taken, ami 
du Gag of ]kibylf)nL'n\ou!d Hay iome of them, 
md Ihoaid ta' e others captive, and bring them 
to Babylon; \ hich things came to pafs ac¬ 
cordingly ; for on the iifth year after the dc- 
d’orilii)!! of jcrufalem, which was the twenty- 
third of\iic mign of Nebuchadnc'/.zar, he made 
an expedition ag.iinll fieleiyria, and wdicn he 
liad poUefled iiimfelf of it, he made war againft 
the Ammonites, and Moabites ; and when he 
had brought all thofc nations under fubje^ilion, 
he fell n]>on F.gypt, in oulcr to overthrow it ; 
and he Hew the * king that then reigned, and 
let up another ; and he took thofe Jews that 
were there captives, and led them away to 
Babylon. And fuch was the end of the nation 
of the flehrcw^s, as it hath been delivered 
down to us, it having twice gone beyond 
Fiuphratos ; for the people of the ten tribes 
WNU'c carried out of Samaria by the Affyrians, 
in the days of king llofhca ; after which, the 
people of the two tribes that remained after Jc- 
rufalcm was taken [were carried away] by Ne¬ 
buchadnezzar, the king of Ikbyloii and Chal¬ 
dea. Now as to Shalmancfer, he removed the 
Ifraelites out of-their country, and placed there¬ 
in the nation of the Cuthems, who had for¬ 
merly belonged to the inner i^arts of Perfia and 
Media, but were then called Sj'/!antci!n, by 

• * fays, this king of Egypt [Ehnaoh, lE'- 

plirt, ov Apiics'J tv,IS il'i’ihy iha K-ypti,nis, :i; Jcretaiali 
forctoKl his iLinghlci by Iv. enrniios, xliv. jO. and 
tliat as a fign of the deftruvion of E.ypi fhy 
n.;7.’zarj. Jof-phns fays, thi^ king was (lain by Mabuch.ul- 
nC'/'/.ar bimfeU. 

•f Wc fee I’.rrc tint Judra was left in i rainr.rr defolite 
after tbi - ipiiv'ay of the two tribe.tnd was not rcpfO[.lcd 
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taking the name of the cc'uritrv to which they 
were removed; but the klnp; nl Frahjloig, who 
brought our the two tribes [, jilaced no other 
nation in their country ; by w.hich im^ms all 
]iuka, and Jcrufalem, aud tlie t(.in]i’,o, con¬ 
tinued to l)c a defui for i'cvi'niy year, ; hut the 
tiitirc interval of titne which })an’ed from the 
captivity of the Ifraelites, tci the carryittg tiway 
ot the two tribes, jnovsil to I'c an hundred aud 
tiiirty years, li\ months, aud ten thos. 

c II A r. X. 

Conccriiifig Daincl^ ati.'l ivljat Infcl him at 

Inlhylv/l. 

§ I. FT T now Nebucliadnczzar, king of 
Babylon, Utnk fome of the moll 
noble of the )cavs that Avere cliildrcn, and the 
kinlincn of /edekiah their king, luch as were 
remarkable for the beauty of their bodies, aud 
the comclinels of their countenances, and de¬ 
livered them into the hands ol' tulr)r,,, and to 
the iminxweiiicnt to he made by them He 
alio made lome ol them to he eunuchs ; which 
couiJe,lic tt!ok alio with thole oi other n.ations 
whom he had taken in the flower of their age, 
and afforvled them their diet Iroiu his own table, 
aiul hul them infli-uilcd in the inlliudes of the 
comury, .nu! t mpjit the Ic..ruing ol the Chal- 
dc.ins ; ,'U(d they h.ul nowcxeiaifcd themlelvcs 
iuflicienrlv in tiiu' wifdom whieiilie had f'rdtr- 
ed the-v ihould apply themliXes to. N(iW 
among llielc ih.crc were fou.' of the funily of 
/.edckiali, ol moil cxeellem difpv/i;rioms; the 
one of wh.om was called Danirl, auoilier a\ .0; 
called Ananias^ another M/fad^ and the I’oiuth 
yhzanas : And the king ol' Bah-.iun eh.mgul 
tlieir names, and commanded that they flumld 

mah. 0 

V ith foreign colonu*., ptibaps, a-; in 'rulbatiiai of Ibo- 
\l(lciicc, tb;u tliejcv., were to ii v ithoui oy.pof . 

tioii tbenifi.Ivc;,. 1 alfo cfteeinlh. l.e,. r an-l pu! Tt lU lo- 
l.uc condition of the f.i, n countrv, wiu.out I eini; I'c • 
peopled by foiciyn cofm.es, fi he a lift iinln r r.n, ih.ii 
tiic fame Jews arc hen alter tc, lejii ..pin it i am then. Id'.. 
at their fo long expaeled futuie rcfl-, r...ii)ii. 
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niiikc life of Gilur name"; D>nicl he called 
Balmfir, /uiaai.i'' Si')r'lr'ic’.\ N'i’lac! Mt‘/]jacby 
nnd -V/ 'rias /Ihc^h/cg/i. 'fa (e the hiii;; had in 
cftecin, and coittii.ued to love, Itecaufe of the 
very Ow-eilenl temper tluy were oi, and hc- 
caulc oi their ajtplieation to learning, and the 
progreis they had made in viidoin, 

2. Now Daniel and his Kinlmen had refol- 
ved to nlc a feverc diet, utkI (o aldlain from ihofe 
kiitds ol iood which came from the king’s table, 
and entirely to forbear to cat of all liviiig crea¬ 
tures ; So he came to Aihpenaz, who was that 

euiiach to whom the care oi them was com¬ 
mitted, and ileln ed him to take and fpend what 
was bromdit iot them from the king ; hut to 
give them puife and dates for their foot!, and 
any tliing clle, helules the llelh oi liung crea¬ 
tures, that he pleaied ; for that their inclinations 
were to that lorl ol food, and that tliey defpi- 
fed the other. He icpllcd, that he was ready 
to ierve them in what they defircd ; hut he lid- 
peHct! that the)' would he diicovered by the 
king,, jrt'fii their meager bodies, and the altcra- 
(ion t'f their counten.mecs, beeaule it could not 
he avoided Irnt their bodies and colours mull he 
changed rvitli their diet, eipeci.dly while they 
woidd ne clearly difce.veuHl b\' the liner appear¬ 
ance ('f the other chiidien, who would fare 
better; and thus tliev linmld bring Idm into 
daryger, and occafion him to lie pimillied ; yet 
cful thev pc'.'iiidc Arioeh, r'rho was thus lear- 
iul, to gi\e them whit food they deltved for 
ten (lavs, e.v w.iy of trial ; and in 00*10 the habit 
C'i tlieir I'odics wc'.e not altered, to go on in ihc 
lame wa), a m .\pe eliny,, that tlicv llionld not 
he h.Lirt t 1 'a rel)'' ,dser\’raKis ; Imt th'it Ir he law 
them then lool: meacer, and wo, ie tlian the 
roll, ho Ihouid (licm to tlicir i'ormcr 

diet. No'w when ii a;red that ilicy w'cre 
fo far i’rom hecomim, - wcade by tin the (d'this 
food, that they grow g'lm'iper and iallerm hotly 
than tiu: veil, inlomi;. h, that he thuugiu thofe 
who led ( it wliat came irom the king’s trdil. 

' 'Flia' D.iiiiv 1 wae ai.Kio cae of lor fe cuiiuc'i'., rJ \ 'lich 
ll'-.i'.h y'uj iK'i! y .i.al the rSieC eiiiifhcii hi- 

.dlo, |i on : in,- o' mi;, r./g; lu-a; in g l'^phrn 
und in our cf Doiiiel i. 7)'"i ij—18. o.ldiough 
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feemed lei's plump and full, wlille thofe tiiat 
w'cre with Daniel looked as if they had lived in 
! j'llenty, and in all forts of luxury, Aritv b, 

( fnnn that time, fecurely took himfcIlAvhat !' c 
king font every day from his fuppei, a.cornmg 
totuilom, to tile cliildrcn, hut gave them liic 
I iorc-meiitioned diet, while they liad tlx'ir fouls 
i in I'ome ineaiurc more pure, and lefs hurdemd, 
j ami I'o litter i'or learning, and had their loMiies 
in better tunc i'or hard labour; lor they ntitficr 
had the former c'pprcfied ^nd heavy with v:ri- 
cty of meats, nor were the other cflcmii’.ate on 
the fame aeceamt ; fo lliey rCadily underRood 
j all the learning that was among tlic Hehnws, 
and among the Chaldeans, an eljiccially did Da¬ 
niel, wdio helr/g already luifidenily fkdful in 
wiidom, was very buiy about tlie intcrpretat'oii 
of dreams ; and Cod maniiellcd himk lf to him. 

3. Now, two years after the deiiru<flion of 
Egypt, king Nehuehaclnczzar law a wonder¬ 
ful dream, the aceompliiliment of which Clod 
lliewcd him in his Ik'cp ; Imt when lie m'ofc 
out of his bed, he forgot tiic accompliflimcnt : 
80 he fent for the Chaldeans, and nuigicians, 
and the prophets; and told them, tlial he had 
ieen a dream ; and informed them, that he had 
forgotten the accompliihment of what he had 
lecn ; and he enjoined tliein to tell him, both 
what the dream was, and wliat was its ligni- 
fieatlon : And they laid, that this wnis a tiling 
impoirihic to be difeovered by men; but they 
promiled him, that if he would explain to them 
wliat dream he had feen, they would tell him 
its lignillcation. Hereupon he threatened to 
put them to death, unlefs they told liim his 
dream; and he gave command to have them 
all put to death, fmcc they eonfeifed they could 
not do wdiat they were commanded to de*. 
Now when Daniel lieard tiiat the king had 
given a command, that all the wdfe men iliould 
lie ’put to death, and that among them hiinfelf 
and his three kinfmeu were in dniigcr, he 

went 

i! !.<; pr;i!ifeci, that fome married perfons, that had 
iliiidrcn, fi;ii.LUnie.s called eunuchs, in a general ac- 
eptiou for la nuiers, on account that fo niany of the an¬ 
cient courlicis were ica! eunuchs. See Gen. xxxix. i. 
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went to Arioch, who was captain of tiic king’s S 
guards, and defired to know of him what w"a.s j 
tlic rcafon why the king had given command, 
that all the wife men, and Chaldeans, and 
fhould be flain ? So when he had 
learned that the king liad had a dream, and 
had forgotten it, and that when they were cn- 
ioined to inform the king of it, they had faid 
they could not do it, and had thereby provoked 
him to anger, he delired of Arioch, that lie 
Avould go in to the king, and defire refjhtc for 
the magicians for one night, and to put off 
tlieir flaughter fo itmg; for that he hoped 
within that lime to obtain, by prayer to God, 
the knowledge of the dream. Accordingly, 
Arioch informed the king of what Daniel dc- 
lii'cd : So the king bid them delay the llaugh- 
ter of th.e magicians, till he knew what Daniel’s 
promile would come to; but the young man 
retired to his own houfc, with his kinfmen, 
and belought God that whole night to difeover 
the dream, and thereby deliver the magicians 
andChakleans, with whom they were themfclves 
to perilh, from the king’s anger, by enabling him 
to declare his viiion, and to make manifcll what 
{the king had Icen the night before in his fleep, 
but had forgotten it. Accordingly God, out 
of piety to thofe that were in danger, and 
out of regard to the wifdom of Daniel, made 
known to him the dream and its interpretation, 
that fo the king might underlland by him its 
fignilicalion alfo. When Daniel had obtained 
this knowledge from God, he arofe very joyful, 
and told it his brethren, and made them glad, 
and to hope well, that they fliould now pre- 
ferve their lives, of which they defpaired be¬ 
fore, and had their minds full of nothing but 
the thoughts of dying. So when he had with 
them returned thanks to God, who had coin- 
mllcrated their youth, when it was day he came 
to Arioch, and dcfircd him to bring him to the 
khig, becaufo he would difeover to him that 
dream which he had fecn the night before. 

4. When Daniel was come into the king, 
heje-veufed himfelf firll. That “ he did not pre¬ 
tend to be wifer than the other Chaldeans and 
magicians, when, upon their entire inability to 
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difeover his dream, he was undertaking to in¬ 
form him of it ; for tbi: was not by his own 
fkill,or on account of his bavirg better cultivated 
bis underllandlng than thcrdl: but h^ faid, 
God, who hath had pity iipon us, wheiiAve were 
in danger of death, and when I prayed for the 
life of myfelf, and of thofe of my own nation, 
hath made manifcll to mebotli the dream, and 
the interpretation tbcrcol ; i ir I was not Icfs 
concerned for thy glory, ilian lor the lorrow 
that we were by thee condemned to die ; while 
thou didft lo unjullly command men, both 
good and excellent in thcmlelves, to be put to 
death ; when thou enjoinedil them to do wliat 
was entirely above the reach of human wildom, 
and rcquircdil of them what was only tlie work 
of God. Wherefore, as thou in thy fleep waft 
folieltous concerning thofe that fliould luccccd 
thee in the government of the whole world, 
God was delirous to Ihew thee all thole that 
fliould reign after ihcc, and to that end exhi¬ 
bited to thcc the following dream : ’fhou feem- 
cdft to fee a great image Iknuling helorc thee, 
tlic head of which proved to be ol gold, the 
Ihoulders and arms of fdver, and the belly and 
the thighs of hrafs, hut the legs and the feet of 
iron ; after which thou faweft a Hone broken 
off from a mountain, which fell uikui the image, 
and threw it down, and brake it lo pieces, and 
did not permit any part of it to remain whole, 
hut the gold, the lilvcr, the iron, and ilie braft, 
became Imaller thaji meal, which, u])on the 
hlall of a violent wind, W'as ’ny Ir.rcc carried 
aw'ay, and icattered abroad, but the Hone did 
cncreafc to Inch a degree, that the whole tarlh 
beneath it feemed to be lilied iherewiili. '1 his 
is the dream which thou faweft, atid its In'er- 
pretation is as follows : The head of gGd de¬ 
notes thee, and the kings of Babi Ion tliat have 
been before thee ; iiut the two liantls and arms 
lignify this, that your government flinll he dift 
folvcd by two kings; but another king, that 
ftiall come from the weft, armed with brafs, 
lhall dcltroy that government ; atid another 
government, that fhall he like unto ir<>n, lhall 
put an end to the powder of the former, and 
4 S fliali 
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fliall have dominion over all the earth, on ac¬ 
count ol' the nature of iron, which is ftrongcr 
than that of gold, of filvcr, and of hraf;;.” 
Danici. did alfo declare the meaning of '"the 
Hone to the king ; hut 1 do not think proper 
to relate it, fiitcc I have only undertaken to 
deferibe things pall, or thinj>;s prefent, hut not 
things that arc hit lire; yet if any one be lo 
very dcliroLis ol knowing truth, as not to 
wave luch points of curiohtV, and cannot curb 
his inclination for underllandin!,'; the uncertain¬ 
ties of futurity, and whether they will happen 
or not, let him be diligent in reading the book 
of Daniel, which he will find among the fa- 
cred W'rilings. 

5. Wiii'N Nehuchadnc'/zar beard this, and 
recollcefcd his dream, he was aflonifhed at the 
nature of Danici, and fell upon his face, and 
fainted Daniel in the manner that men worfliip 
Clod, and gave command that he Ihoiild he la- 
criftced to as a god. And this waS not all; for 
he alfo impofed the name of his own god upon 
liiin [Baltalar] and made him and his kinfmen 
vnlers of his wdiole kingdom ; wltich kinimen 
of his haj-ijtcned to fall into danger by tb.c envy 
and malice [of their enemies] i'or they offend'- 
ed the king upoit the occaltou following : He 
made an image of gold, wli'>rc height was fix- 
ty cubits, a.nd its brcadtii iix cubits, and let it 
in the great plain t'f Bahvlon ; and when he 
was going to dcilieate the imany, he invited 
the jirincipal men out of all the earth that was 

* Of tijiti mud rcnir.rKablc p.ifl'igc in Job j)!iiis concern¬ 
ing dll' ,:/! ,•/// cf '/!.;• , arjil thi’ 

Kviiii !: li; v’tn.M i ot cxjil liii, I'ul intimated to be a prophe- 
<'y of fuUiritv, and jirohaldy ma t'.ifc for liim to explain, 
as lielonging to the deliiuiiion of ilie Roman empire by 
Jetus Clirifl, iJiC U ac j'Jt ilaiii of the Jews, the v/ords 
of II.ivcrc,imp, tli. x. a .p “ Nt'r is thi . to lu. wemdeied 
at, that lie would not now meddle x.dth iliit'.p; future ; 
for he bad no mind ;o ; lOxoLe the Ri nnin, by Ipaaking 
of ihc dellruCliou ot tliat tity which they eadei.1 the iVoi- 
.’inl i -ty ” 

f Vince Jofeplnu k'Crc explains ihc. fi irn pror.helic /iiiifs 
will !i were to patx 0\ci NeDuchadneviyar, Ran. iv, l6. to 
be ft un vooi, we liuiue learn hov. lie molt pvob.ihly muR 
have uiiili. I liood thole ether p.iraili.! jihrafes, i f c, limi\ 
tiuus, I'lul iiu I,i!f, Aiuiti- H. VIT. eh. xxv. of fo m.uiy 
propluiie vr'"J'.dfo-, t]u)i.,;h licwi<bal lets us know, by 
his hii’t at t’ac iiU''rpvetalKin ot the /iva/;/v mv. r, as he- 
i 'nging to tlie fouuh nionai'jhv, .ind they dcilrucliou of 
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under his dominions, and.commanded them i>' 
j'tril the place, that, when the flionld he ’ 
found of the trumpet, they fliould 
down and vsmrfliip the image; and k 
enc(', that thofe who did not lb, fhouU. 
into a fiery furnace. When therefore a 
red, upon the hearing of the found of thy tniin- 
pet, wmrfhipped the image, they relate that 
Daniel’s kinfmen did not do it, hceaule tliex 
xvould not tranfgrcfs the kovs of their country ; 
fo thefe men were conviclcd, and cad immctli- 
alcly into the fire ; hut were laved hy Ihviue 
I’rovidencc, and altera lurpritmg manner cfca- 
ped death, for the lire did not toncli them ; 
and 1 fnppofc that it touched them not, as ii 
it reafoned with itfclf, that they were call into 
it without any fault of theirs, and that there¬ 
fore it w\as loo weak to hum the young men 
when they w'crc in it. This was done hy the 
power of Cod, wdro made tlicir bodies lo far 
luperior to the fire, that it could not coidumc 
them. This it was which recommended them 
to the king- as righteous men, and men belov¬ 
ed of God ; on which account they continued 
in great edeem with him. 

6. A uiTTLi: after this, the king faw In his 
deej) again another vihon ; how' he fhould fall 
from his dominion, and Iced among the wild 
beads, and that when he had lived in this man¬ 
ner in the defert for f feven years, he Ihould 
recover his dominion again. When lie had 

feen 

Jeruf.ilem by llic Romans in the days of Jofephiis, chap. ii. 
^ 7. that he did not tliink tiiofe ye.irs to be ijre yi\irs, but 
rather Jtixs for \cars ; hy which reckoning, and by whicii 
alone, could 70 w'ceks, or 490 days, reach to th.e age of 
jofephus. Jiut as to the truth of ihofe feven years b.'iiilli- 
nic nt of Nchiu hadiiczzar from men, and Lis living fo long 
among t'nc htafis, the very fitiall rem.uns we have any 
wlicie elie of this Ncbiuli.ulnezzar prevent our cxja cl.i- 
1 tic.n ol .'iiy otJ.er full ateount ol i;. bo far we know by 
I’tolvi.iv's canon, a conten.por.iry record, as well .is by 
Joicpiius jo- K.oiy, that lie itigiieii In .ill 4:; years, that 
It is vij'Jit ye.irs alici v.e n.x.t whh .my .iCeouut t>i l is 
i .iclums; oi,e of the lull ol lAiaeli w.i.-, tlie 13 ye.a'.s fa gc 
of hire, Amuj ]j. \1. ef;. -xi. vlaac yet the old Jailln 1,'a;; 
init llaec yeats and ten n.onti's; yet vieic his actions tc- 
lorc (o rcui.iik il'.le, both in laered and. piolaiie aiukors, 
that fueli a v.uamy -d e.glil yeai.s a ihc h ait, aC the lat¬ 
ter end ef hi'j rcigu, mull be allowed to agiec xcry veil 

xvith 
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^ccn this dream, he called the magicians'to¬ 
gether again, and enquired of them about it, 
mid dcfired them to tell him what it lignihed : 
hut when none of them could find out tiie 
ineanii.j, of the dream, nor difeover it to the 
king, Daniel was the only perfon that explain¬ 
ed it ; and as he foretold, fo it came to pafs: 
for after lie had continued in the wildcrnels the 
fore-mentioned interval of time, while no one 
ilurll attempt to feizc his kingdom during thole 
fovea years, lie prayed to God that he might 
his kingdom, and he returned to it : 
lint Kt no O..0-k'amu'me for writing down 
overv tliin^ of this nature, as I Imd it in our 
aiiolent hooks; for as to that matter, I have 
plainly allured thole that think me dcfedlive in 
any fuch point, or complain of ray manage¬ 
ment, and have told them in tlie beginning of 
this liiflory, that I intended to do no more than 
rranllate the l-lelirew hooks into the Greek lan¬ 
guage, and promlied tliem to explain thofe 
fad's, without adding any thing to them of my 
own, or taking any thing away from them. 


C H A l\ XI. 

Conrcrnhrr Ak/;,-/; bii:iiiC'Z'ziv\ and his dncccff'irs ; 
and hm their Guvcnimcnl ^vas dljjolvrd by 
the Ferdavs : and what d't.nngs bcfcl Daniel 
in Media ; and what Prophecies be deliver¬ 
ed there. 

O W when king Nehuchadnezzar 
had reigned * forty-three years, he 
ended his life. He was an adivc man, and 
more fortunate than the kings that were before 
him. Now Berofus makes mention of his ac¬ 
tions in llie third hook of his .Ghaldaic hiftory, 

with Daniel’'; aceouiits, that, after a feven years brutal 
life, he ivtiiru to his reafon, aiul to the e\ercife or 

];i' roval authority, l'>r one whole year at Icall belorc Ins 
death. 

* 'I'liefe 43 years for-the dur.atioa of the reign of Nc- 
hurhaihiez/ar as I h.ivc juft now obfervetC the very 
fame number in Iftoleiny’;; canon. Moles Cliorcnenhs 
does alfo coniirm fhi'; ce.ptivity of tin; Jews under Nebu- 
ch.u’nce/.ir •, rod a.lds, wliat is very remarkable, th:” ' 
one of tilde [eves tint v.’cre carried by him into captivitj | 
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where he fays thus : “ When ! f*.i ihcr N'Jm- 

eliodonofor [Nabopollaflar! Iic.n d that 'he ;';o- 
vcriKir whom lie had let loer kgvpt, ;ni| the 
places about Celcfyria and Pheuii a, It id r/voll- 
cd from him, while he was not iilni'' h ajiic .-my 
longer to undergo the har(llhi[\s [d war] he 
eonnnitted to his Ion Ncluu h.idne/./.ar, who was 
iVdl hut a youth, lome parts ol his tirtny, and 
lent tliem againll them. So when Nehnelutd- 
i ne/./ar had given battle, and longlit with tiie 
; icbcl, he beat him, and rcduccel llic country 
' from under his lubjeelion, and made it a braneli 
i of bis own kingdom ; but about that time it 
jl Iia}>pened, that liis l.ither Nabuebodonolor [Na- 
bopollaffar] lell ill, and ended liis lil’e in the 
city Baliylon, when he had reigned J twenty- 
one years: And when be was made lenllble, 
as he was in a little time, that Ids huher Nabn- 
chodonofor [Nabopollallar] was dead, and hav¬ 
ing fettled the affairs of Egypt, and the other 
countries, as alfo thofe that concerned the cap¬ 
tive jews, and Bhenielans, and Syrians, ami 
thofe of the Egyptian nations, and Jiaving 
committed the conveyance of them to Bahy- 
i Ion, to certain of his friends, togcllier with the 
’ rrofs of his army, aiul the rcll of their am- 
! monition and provifions, he went hindelf hall- 
ily, accompanied with a lew others, over tJie 
defert, and came to Babylon. 8o he lot'k 
upon lum the management cl ptililic affairs, 
and of the kingdom, winch had hcea k. iit for 
him by (me that w.is the principal Cu llie (iiial- 
dean.s, and h.e received the entire dondifions cl 
his father; and appointed, that, when the cap¬ 
tives came, they Ihoiild h-e jiiaccd a.s t^'lcnies, 
in the moll proper places ol Babylonia : but 
then he adorned the temple of Belas, and I hi¬ 
red 

pet aw.iy into Armenia, ntni railed the gre.'.t f urh-/ of tlu- 
Ij.igr.itid'A.' there. 

f 'riu fe 21 years here .derided to one neeud Kul'c-ihy- 
f.ir in tiie fn'lf hook ag.iiiid Aj’ioii, i.r i j lliiin, 

t'ne father (if tlic g'e.it Mehueh'.id.ne 7 . 7 ..i', aie •. Ho (be \e;v 
f.iAie with thole given him in (-.i:.; n. .'vne i i-*'; 

I'cre, that Dr ftri'-len:; l.rps .it the vv.ro; ■, 

Nebuclradii'. ’.'uft lone iven ,i ( on >n 'u : .ii.m- 
tlicr kings of i';.’)'. loll, beiule,. theyi,.;; 1 In <! .H 
tiirnfeif, is a groundki-s niilt.ike ei i<-,ne moCr i , . 'n n.o- 
iogers only, .me. defitute G ;.') jn,in'.;r ; - g,n n 
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reft of the temples, in a magnificent manner, 
with the fpoils he liad taken in the war. lie alfo 
addled another city to that which was there of 
old,hand rebuilt it, that fuch as would befiegc 
It hercalter might no incirc turn the courfe of 
the river, and (hereby attack the city itfelf: He 
therefore built three walls round about the in¬ 
ner city, and three others about that whicli 
was the outer, and this lie did with burnt brick. 
And -after he had, after a becoming manner, 
walled the city, and adorned its gates gloriouf- 
ly, he built another palace before his father’s 
palace, but fo lliat they joined to it; to de- 
ferihe whofe vaft height, and Immenfe riches, 
it would jicrhaps be too much for me to at- 
rempt; yet as large and loft) as they were, they 
w'cre coiTijilcted in * fifteen days. He alfo 
creeled elevated places for walking, of ftone, 
and made it refemblc mountains, and built it 
fo that it might be jdanted with all forts of 
trees. He alfo crcdetl what was called a pen- 
filc paradife, hccaufe his wife was delirous- to 
have things like her own country, Ihc having 
been bred up in the places of Media.” IMe- 
galtcnes alfo, in his fourth book of his accounts 
of India, makes mention of thefe things, and 
thereby endeavours to dicw tlut this king [Ne¬ 
buchadnezzar] exceeded IKrcules in fortitude, 
and in the greatnels oi bis adions ; for he 
faith, That he conquered a great jiart of Ly- 
bia and llieria.” Diodes alfo, in the fecond 
book of ins accounts of i'ciiia, mentions J^is 

I'h.’ft’/d'eiv/ (Inysfor fiiiiiliing lucli \atl biiiLliiigs at 
] 5 ,ihyi'^n, in enpy .!jcrofus, would l.eintoo 

.■.bfuitl to ne fuppolcri to b.' ibn ti ue number, were it nor 
liU' the l.imc K’ili''iiony eM.int .illo in the liril bocik aj'ainll 
Apion, § ig. moJi the iaire number. It thence iiuleei! ap¬ 
pears, flut Jot^ihu'.’s (opy ol Uerofus h.ul this (mall 
number, I'ul that it the due number 1 Hill doubt, jo- 
rc'pims di'ures us, tjiat the wails of fo inuelt a fmaller city 
at Jcriifafcm were two years and four inontlis in buildni” 
hy Ne'.emiah, who yet 'i.nU"icd tlio work all lie could, 
Anti(]. !I. Xl.ehap. v. f K. 1 lliould tiiink 115 days, or 
a vear and 15 days, inueh more proportionable to fo great 
a vvotk. 

f It i. here i-markable, that Jofeplnis, without the 
kno adedi'C oi pio!einv\ raiirn, Ihould e'.ill the finie king, 
whom, iie liindelf Imre, Ha»ueh i. 11. and Daniel v. i, 2, 
0, 1 2’, 2.>, yt- h)h- li/tr.-zjr, or Be’/Jjaz- tr, from the 

iiahvlenian goj Hci] Nabycndclus aid; and in die lirH 
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j king ; as docs Philoftratus, in his accounts both 
of India and Phcnicia, fay, That “ this king bc- 
licged Tyre tliirteen years, while at the fame 
time Ethbaal reigned at Tyre.” Thefe arc all 
the hiftoi'ics that I have met with couecrning 
this king. 

■2. But now, after the death of Nebuchad¬ 
nezzar, Evil-Merodach his fon fuccceJed in the 
kingdom, who immediately fet jeehoniah .n 
liberty, and eltcemcd him among his melt in¬ 
timate friends. Pie alfo gave ’ ' 
lents, and made him honouraf 
of the kings that were iiO jl^L J 
thcr had not kept his faith \ 
when he voluntarily delivered ..p . 
him, with his wives and children, and his whole 
kindred, for the fake of his country, that it 
might not l)e taken , hy ficgc, and utterly dc- 
llroycd, as we faid before. When Evil-Mcro- 
dach was dead, after a reign of eighteen years, 
NiglllTar his fon took the government, and re¬ 
tained it forty years, and then ended his life : 
And alter him the luccclhou in the kingdom 
! came to his fon Labolordacus, who continued 
j in it, in all, but nine months; and when he 
was dead, it came to f Baltafar, who hy the 
Babylonians was called Naboat/deli/s: Againft 
him did Cyrus, the king of Pcrfia, and Darius, 

! the king of Media, make war ; and when he 
j was helioged in Babylon, there happened a won¬ 
derful and prodigious vilicn. Pie was fat down 

at 

book againtl Apion, § 19. from the f.imc cit.ition out of 
I’erofus, Nfhontu'don, from tlie Babylonian god Nabo, 01 
Nebo. 'I bis Jnft is not remote from the original pro- 
j nunciation itfelf in I’tolenty's canon, Nitbonadius; for both 
j the j'l.tcc of this king in that canon, a.s the lafl of the Af- 
1 fyrian or Babylonian kings, and the number of years of 
his reign, fcv< lueen, the iamc in both, demonHrate that 
it is one and the fame king that is meant by them all. It is 
j alio Moitb nothing, that jofephus knew that Darius, the 
; partner <>,' Cyvu.s, war. the fon of Aftyages, and was called 
by annlbev name among the Greeks, though it d<ies not 
ajijiear be knew what that name was, as having never foen 
the bed biilory of ibis pcriod, which is Xcnoplion’s ; But 
tltin uhai Jofe’plm.s’s preleiit copies fay prclently, <j 4. 
lliat it w;u' only within no long lime after the Iiand-vyriting 
on the wall that Baltafar was (lain, does not fo well ayree 
with our copies of Daniel, which fa-y it was the fame nigh, 
Dan. V. 30. 
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at fuppcr, i!i a large room, and there were a ' 
great many veflels of filvcr, I’uch as were made 
. for royal entertainments, and he had with him 
his concubines, and his friends ; whereupon he 
came to a refolution, and commanded that ' 
thofe veffels of God, whicli Nebuchadnezzar 
had phvidcred out of Jerufalem, and had not 
^nade ufe of, but had put tliem into his own ; 
temple, fliould be brought out of tliat temple. _ 
lie alio grew fo haughty, as to proceed to ulc 
them in the midll of his cups, drinking out of, 
luem, . '■'d blafphcming againfl God. In the 
me.Ui time, lie law an hand proceed out of the 
wall, and writing upon the wall certain lyl- 
lablcs ; at winch fight, being difturbed, he 
called the magicians and Clialdeans together, 
and all that fort of men that were among thclc 
Earbarians, and were able to interpret figns 
and dreams, that they might explain the wri¬ 
ting to him. But when the magicians faid they 
could difeover nothing, nor did underhand it, 
the king was in great diforder of mind, and 
under great trouble at this furprifmg accident ; 
fo he caufed it to be proclaimed through all the 
country, and promifed, that to him who could 
exi)lain the w'ritlng, and give the lignilication 
couched therein, he would give a golden chain 
lor his neck, and leave to wear a purple gar¬ 
ment, as did the kings of Chaldea, and would 
bellow on him the third part of his own domi¬ 
nions. When this }>roclamation was made, 
the magicians ran together more earnellly, and 
were very ambitious to find out the importance 
of the writing, but Hill hefitated about it as 
much as before. Now when the king’s * grand¬ 
mother faw him call down at this accident, lire 
began to encourage him, and to fay, 'T’hat 
“ there was a certain captive who came from 
judeaf a Jew by birth, but brought away thence 
by Nebuchadnezzar when lie deftroyed Jerufi- 
4 em, whole name was Darnel^ a wile man, and 
of great fagaciry in finding out what was im- 
pofhble for others to difeover, and what was 
known to God alone; who brought to light 

♦ Thisgramlmodicr, or mother of Baltafar, the queen 
»Jowagcr of Itabylon (for Ihc is diltingmlhed from hi-> 
aj^ucca, Daj). V. lo. 2_j.) feenu to hate been the famous 


aiul anfwcrccl fuch qucniie’s !o Net'uchnducz- 
zar as no one tile was .ib'c to .aufw', r, ^when 
they rverc conlultcJ. Mic thcrtfc.rc (itined 
that lie ^vo^!d fend loi him, am! enqt/irc f>f 
Ifiu conccnfuig the vritiug, ..ud to c'.nidemn 
the uiilkilluliK'ls of thefe tint could not lind 
tlifir meaning; and thf, although what God 
ligiiilicd thcichy fliould be oi a melancholy na¬ 
ture. 

3. When Balt.ifar beard tins, lie called for 
Daniel: and when he had difcourleti to liim 
what ho had Icained conccniine, him, and his 
wifdom, and ho'.s a divine Ipirit was with him, 
and that he alone was tally capalile of linding 
out what others would never have thought of, 
he delired him lo declare to him what this 
writing meant : I’lut if he did fo, he would 
give him leave to wear jnirple, and to put a 
chain ol gold about lih neck, and would bellow 
on him the third part of Ids dominion, as an 
honorary rewaid for his wifdom, that thereby 
he miglit become ilhillrious to tliofc who fiw 
him, and who enquired ujK.n what occalion 
he obtained fuel) honou',;. Ihn Daniel defired, 
“ That he would kecji his gifts to hiinielf; for 
wdiat is the effedl of wifdom, and of dieine le- 
vclation, admits of no gilts, and bellows its 
advantages on petitioners Ircely ; hut that Hill 
he would explain tlic writing to him : which 
denoted, that he lliouhl foon clL, and this be- 
caiifc he had not learned to honour God, and 
not to admit things above human nature, hy 
what pmdihments his pngenitor had under¬ 
gone for tlie injuries Ire had oH'ered to God; 
and becaulc he had quite forgotten how Ne- 
lniehadne//ar v/as removed tofecil among wild 
beaHs for his impieties, ami did not recover his 
former life among men, and Iiis kingdom, but 
upon God’s mercy to him, after main- fujijili- 
eationsand prayers ; %vho did thereupon praife 
God all the days of his life, as one of aluriglity 
power-, and who takes care of mankind. [He 
alio put him in mind] how he luid grc.uly 

4 T bhdb 

Ni-ocris, who fortihed iMhylou ag.iinfl ti c hJ ac<: .-ind 
Penlans, .nrd in all piohjhiliiy gt'rcuKd it end' 1 j.altaia;, 
v.lio fuems ti.i be a v.cak and etlt niii.atc pi; ,i. 
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blarpbomcd CJod, and had made ufe of 

hi'; vcrdel; .'inon^’li bis cop.eubincs : tliat there¬ 
fore V'.'d faw thi;,, :uul was an^ry v\dth him, 
■And dl cl.irc'd 1)V' this wtitine,' heforc-ha)td what 
a, fail cciiiciufu-'!! ot liis life he fhoiild come 
to. Ami Ic, t'-cplaincd the avritiiit^ thus ; 
MASKIi. 'I his, if 1; f.e cx])oundctl in tlie 
t>re<‘L m ty liyiidv, a A'/zm/jcr, bc- 

k“aile (.h'd liath mi'c.hcred to !on;' a time for 
thy file, and for thy ;y)vcrumcnt, :tnd tliat 
there remaius but a intat! ruatioa. 71 ]]']K 1 ]f 
ddiis h'M'dfies, a tiutd me.ms, that C>’od 

hath wcij'hcd thy kin'HiOin in a balance, and 
find;, it point;' dr,vvn alix.idy. PILiRIlS. 7'his 
alfo in the Cheek tonpue denote'', a Pragii'mi; 
Cod will therefore break thy kingdom in pieces, 
and divide it among the Medes and Pevhans.” 

4. Wnr.N Uanicl had toid tlic kin;^, that 
the writing upon tb.c wall fignihetl thefe events, 
Ikdtafir was in great litrrovv and adllidlion, as 
v/as to be expeded tvlicn the interpretation was 
fo heavy upon him. However, he did not re- 
fiife what lie had promifed Daniel, although he 
were become a foreteller of misfortunes to him, 
but beRowed it all upon him; as reafoning 
thus, that what he was to reward w'as jiecutiar 
to himfelf, and to fate, and did not belong to 
the proidiet; hut that it was the part of a good 
.iiul a juft man'to give wliat he had promifed, 
although the event; were to he of a melanclioly 
nature. Accordingly, the king dctcnnlncd lo 
fo do. Now after a little while, both himlelf, 
and the citv, were taken by (Hyrus, the king 
ofPeilia, who fought againft him ; for it was 
Ikdtalar, under whom Babylon was taken, 
avhen he had reigned fcventcen years. And 
this is the end of the pofterlty of king Nebu¬ 
chadnezzar, as hidory informs us ; hut when 
Babylon wms l^akcn by D.arius, and when he, 
with his kinfman Cyrus, had p\U an cm! to the 
dominion of tb.e Babylonians, he was fixty-two 
years old. He was the fon of /Mlyages, and 
iiad another name among the Creeks. Tflore- 
cver, I’.e took Daniel the prophet, and carried 
him with him into hledia, and honoured him 
cry greatly, and kept him with him ; for he 
was cue of the three prchdents whom he fet 


over his three hundred and fixty provinces, for 
into lo many did Darius part them. 

IlotvrvER, wliile Daniel was in fo great 
dignity, and in fo great favour wuth Darius, 
ami was alone intrufted with every thing by 
him, as liaving fomewhat divine in him, he 
was envied by the rcR ; for thofe that fee others 
In g;rcatcr honour than tbcmfelv'es wilii kings, 
envy them : and when thofe that v ■ 
at the great favour Daniel ■wws in \ 
fought for an occafion againft him, 


them no oecafion at all ;,fpr as he w 
the tempiations of money, and dcfpii y, 

and efteemed it a very bafe thing to take any 
thing by way of rcwuird, even when it inigdit 
he juftiy given him, he afforded thofe that en¬ 


vied him not the leaft handle for an acculation. 


Mo when they could find nothing for which 
they might calumniate him to the king; no¬ 
thing that w'as lhameful or reproachful, and 
thereby deprive him of the honour he was in 
with him, they fought for fome other method 
whereby they might deftroy him. When 
therefore they faw that Daniel ju'ayed to God 
three times a day, they thought they had got¬ 
ten an occafion by v\ 'Ich they might ruin him ; 
fo they came to Dari us, and told him, Tliat “tlie 
princes and governors had thouglit jiroper to 
allow the mtiltiTudc a rela.xation for thirty days, 
that no one might offer a petition or prayer, 
cither to himfelf, or to the gods; but that he 
wlio fhall tranfgrefs this decree, fhall be caft in¬ 
to tlie den of lions, and there perilh.” 

6. WiiERF.ui’ON the king, being not ac- 
(juainted vrith their wicked delign, nor fufpec- 
ting that it was a contrivance of theirs againft 
Daniel, l.iid, lie wuis ])leafed with this decree 
of theirs, and he promifed to conlirm what they- 
dchred ; he abb publiflicd an cdidl, to pfomul- 
gate to the people that decree which the prin¬ 
ces liad imulc. Accordingly, all the reft took 
care lux to tranfgrefs thole iniundlions,. and 
reftctl in <iuict; but Daniel had no regard to 
them, hut, as he was wont, he flood and pray¬ 
ed to God in the fight of them all: But the 
princes, having met with the occafion they fo 
carncftly fought to find againft Daniel, tame 


pre- 



Chap. XI. 


353.- 


ANTI Q^U I T I E : 

prcfoiitly to the king, and accufcd him, that 
i)anicl was the only perfoa that tranfgrefled 
^^)lc decrefe, while not one of the reft durft pray 
to their gods. Tliis difeovery they made, not 
becaufe of his impiety, but becaufc they had 
watched him and obferved him out of envy ; 
lor, fuppofing that Darius did thus, out of a 
.rroater kindnefs to him than they expe£lcd, 
and that he was ready to grant him pardon for 
this contempt of his injundtions, and envying 
this very pardon to Daniel, they did not be¬ 
come m^.;-' favourable to him, but dcfircd he 
might be caft into the den of lions, according 
to tlie law. So Darius, hoping that God would 
deliver him, auu that he would undergo no¬ 
thing thijt was terrible by the wild beafts, bid 
liiin bear this accident cheerfully : And when 
he was c.ift into the den, he put his leal to 
the (lone that lay upon the mouth of the den, 
and went his way; but he palled all that night 
without food, and without lleep, being in great 
diftrefs for Daniel: But when it was day, he got 
up, and came to the den, and found the fetd en¬ 
tire, which he had left the Hone fealed withal: 
he alfo opened the leal, and cried out, and 
called to Daniel, and afleed him if he were alive? 
And as foon as he heard the king’s voice, and 
faid, that he had fuffered no harm, tlie king 
gave order, that he lliould be drawn up out of 
the den. Now, when his enemies law that 
Daniel had fuffered nothing which was tendble, 
they would not own that he was preferved by 
God, and by his providence ; but they fiid, 
that the lions had been filled full with food, 
and on that account it was, as they fuppofed, 
that the lions would not touch Daniel, nor 
come to him ; and this they allcdged to the king: 
But the king, out of an abhorrence of their | 

* It is no way improbable that Daniel’s enemies migla ; 
fufictcll this reafou to the king, why the lions did not ; 
incddL- with him, and that they might fufpe£t the king’s i 
kindnef, to Dami 1 li.;d procured thefe lions to be fo filled > 
belore-band, and that thence it was that lie encouraged | 
Daniel to lubmit to tins experiment, in hopes of com- | 
ing oik I'aie , and tliat this was the true real'on of making j 
fo t'.rriiile an experiment upon thofc ins enemies, and all j 
' rhiir families, Dam vi. 24. though our other copies do 
not dircc'Uy take notice of it.. 
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wickednefs, gave order, that they firould throw 
In a great deal of llelh to the lions ; and when 
they had filled thcrnfclvcr,, he pac e farthcl or¬ 
der, that Daniel’s enemies fiioii'd be call into 
the den, that he might learn, whether the 
lions, now they were full, would touch them, 
or not. And it appeared plain to Darius, al¬ 
ter the princes had been caft to tlic wild beafts, 
that it was God who prclcrved Daniel ; * lor 
the lions fpared none of them, hut tore them 
all to pieces, as if they had been \cry hungry, 
and wanted food. 1 t'uppofc, tlicrclore, it was 
not their hunger, which had been a little be¬ 
fore fatislied with abundance of Hclh, hut the 
wickednefs of thefe men that ])i()vokcd them 
[to deftroy the jirinccs | ; for if it fo plcafe 
God, that wickednels might, by even thofe 
irralio^l creatures, he cftcemcd a plain foun¬ 
dation for their punifhment. 

y. When therefore thofe that had intended 
thus to deftroy Daniel by treachery, were them- 
felvcs deftroyed, king Darius fent [Ictlcrs] over 
all the country, and jiraifcd that God whom 
Daniel worftiipped ; and faid, d'hat “ he was 
the only true God, and had all power.” He 
had alfo Daniel in very great efteem, and made 
him the prineijial of his friends. Now when. 
Daniel was become lo ilkiftrious and famous, 
on account of the ojunion men had that he was 
beloved of God, he built a tower at Kchatana 
in Media: it was a moft elegant building, and 
wonderfully made; and it is ftill remaining, 
and preferved to tliis day ; and to fuch as fee 
it, it appears to have been lately built, and to 
have been no older than that very dav wlreu' 
any one !of;ks upon it; it is 'j' fofrelh, llouriff.- 
ing, and beautiful, and no way gnnvn old in 

fo 

"VVliat Jofcpliua hero Dy;, lliat the koii'-; (,>1 the fc- 
pulcbrt s of the l.iiig ; ui I’criia .U this toua r, or tliole per¬ 
haps of the fame fort th.it are now comm«)iily catlcil llic 
ruins of I’crir polls, tonunned fo cntiic and unaltered in 
his days, as if they wcic Litcly put tiicvc, “ 1, fays Rckind, 
here can flicw to be true, as to thole lioncs of the Pi rfl.m 
kings niaufok'iim, v-diicb Corn. Bninms brake oil mb pare 
me.” lie afciibcd tlili to the haidnefs of the lii .1- , obiel) 
fcarccly yields to i’.im tool., anil po.is I'm-iiii ntl; mo 
li..rd icr cutting by tii*’ chiflcl, but of'.'.e ti-ii s h c’k> a 
topitces.. 
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To long a litne ; for buildings fufFer the fame 
.IS iiycn do: they grow old as well as they, and 
by }.<umbers of years their llrength is diflblvcd, 
4 ind' their beauty withered. Now they bury 
the kings of Media, of I’erfia, and Parthia, in 
this tower, to this dav; and he wlio was iu- 
trufted with the care of it vwas a Jewilh prieft ; 
which thing is alfo oberved to this day : But it 
is fit to give an account of what this man did, 
•which is mofl; admirable to hear ; for he was 
lb happy as to liavc hrangc revelations made 
to iiim, and thoie as to one of the greatefi; of 
fhc prophets, infomuch, that while he was alive, 
he had the efteem and applaufc both of the 
hings and of the multitude, and now he is dead, 
he retains a remembrance lliat will never fail; 
for the feveral books that he wrote and left be- 
liind him arc Hill read by us till this tir<b ; and 
from them wc believe that Daniel converfed 
witli God ; for he did not only prophefy of 
future events, as did the other prophets, but 
he alfo determined the time of their accom- 
pli/liment; And while prophets uled to foretcl 
misfortunes, and on that account were difagrcc- 
:d)lc both to the kings and to the multitude, 
Daniel wtis to them a projdict of good things ; 
and this to fuch a degree, that by the agreeable 
nature of his predidlions he procured the good¬ 
will of all men, and by the accoinplinnnent of 
them he procured the belief of their truth, and 
the ojhnion of [a fat of] divinity for himfelf, 
among the multitude. lie aUo wrote and left 
behind him what made manifeft the accuracy 
and ujulcniahle veracity of his predidlions: For 
he faith, 'That “ when he was in Sufa, the 
metropolis of Periia, and went out into the 
licld with his companions, tliere was, on the 
hidden, a motion and conculHon of the earth; 
and that he was left alone by himfelf, his friends 
living away from him ; and that he was dillurh- 
t\i, and fell on his lace, and on his two hands; 
and that a certain perfon touched him, and, at 
the fatne time hid him rife, and fee what would 
hJa! !v country men after many generations. 
He alfo related, that when he Hood up, he was 
faewn a 'i.' ram, with many horns growing 
cut of Lis he.a!, and that the Lift was higher 


than the reft: that after this he looked to the 
weft, and faw an he-goat carried through the 
air from that cjuartcr; that he lufticd upoi 
the ram with violence, and finotc him, twid 
with his horns, and overthrew him to th' 
ground, and trampled upon him : that after 
ward he faw a very great horn growmg out ( 
the head of the he-goat, and that -vs hen it w; 
broken off, four horns grew up that were ci. 
pofed to each of the four winds ; and h 
that out of them aiofe anol 
which, as be laid, waxed great 
fliew'cd to him, that it^,b\nb 
nation, and take their city by f 
the temple-worlhip to confufion, and forbid 
the laerilices to be offered, for one thoufand 
two hundred and ninety-fix days.” Daniel 
wrote, that he faw' thefe vilions in the plain of 
Sufa ; and he hath informed us, that God in¬ 
terpreted the appearance of this vifion after the 
following manner: “ He faid, that the ram 
lignified the kingdoms of the Medcs and I’er- 
llans, and the horns tliofc kings that were to 
reign in them; and that the Lift horn lignified 
the laft king, and that be Ihould exceed all the 
kings in riches and glory : that the he-goat 
fignified, that one fliould come, and reign from 
the Greeks, wdio flaould twice fight with the 
Perfian, and overcome him in battle, ant 
fliould receive his entire dominion : that by tin 
great horn, which fprang out of theforelieado 
the hc-goat, was meant the firft king; and tha 
the fpringing-up of four horns, upon its fallin 
off, and the converfion of every one of ther 
to the four qua’lcrs of the earth, fignilied th 
fuccelfors that fliould arife after the death t 
the firft king, and the partition of the kingdom 
among them; and that they fliould be neither 
his children, nor of his kindred, that fliould 
reign over the habitable earth for many years ; 
and that from among them there fliould arilb 
a certain king tliat fhould overcome our nation, 
and tlielr laws, and fliould take away their po¬ 
litical government, and fliould fpoil the temple, 
and lorbid the facrihees to he oflered, for'three 
years time.” And indeed it fb came to pafs, 
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tliat our nation fuffered thefe thinj^s under y\n- 
tiochiis Kpiphanes, according to Daniel’s vilion, 
^ and what he wrufe many years before they 
'canu; to pals. In the very lame manner Da¬ 
niel alio wrote concerning tlic Roman g(pvcrn- 
mcat, and that our country Ihould he made 
dclolatii by them. All thele things did this 
man leave in writing, as God had Ihewn them 
to Itim, inlomucli, that Inch as read Ids [)ro- 
phccics, and lee how they have been Inlliikd, 
w(!ul 1 wonder at the honour wherewith God 
h.-ii(,n. ’d Daniel; and may thence dilcover 
how flu? K})icureans are in an error, who call 
proviilence out of human life, and do not be¬ 
lieve that God takes cane of the aflairs of the 
world, nor that the univerl'c is governed and 
continued in being by that blelfed and immor¬ 
tal nature; but fay, that the world is eairied 
along o|- its own accorii, without a ruler and a 


eur.gor ; which, were it ('•.dlin.-ifo ed’guide to 


c'.niiui.i 


as they nr. i" on 


It W( 


puid G like 
i'ow'led by 
lit iiTivers, 


ilujv-, wilboul pilots, \N ii ill I V..' m'p: tb'O 
tiu' winds, (M' like eli'ii'Cs iihou 
v.idrb are o\n 1 1 iirued ; l:i '.'pp;:!,! t'le ^^■or!d be 
d.nlictl to pieCvS bv its 'n'ei'i'.' can led w illiom. 
a j'.p-videnec, and lo jierltb wul kCiine to lupm-jit. 
ho that by the 1-irc-nientiom d predict ioiis ot 
G'.miel, thole men teem lo me way mueh t(' 
err Irom the truth, who delei n.ine, that God 
txerciics no proviticnec o\er human alonr.'. ; 
lor if that were the cate, that the wm ld went 
on by mechanical ncccllity, we Ihould not ice 
that all things would eonre to pal:, accoi-ding to 
his jiroplrccy. Now as to mylell, 1 have lo 
deloril)eil thele matters as I have iomid tlicna 
and read thenr ; Init if any one is inelincd to 
another opinion about them, let him 'en]()y hu- 
ililferent feiuiiuents without anv blame Iroin me. 


BOOK XI. 


Containing the Interval of 253 Tears^ five Alonths. 

[From tho firft of Cyrus to the Death of Alexander the Great.] 


C I-I A P. I. 

//ew CyrtJs^ tV'ing of the Pcrfuuis^ dd'rjcrcel the 
'Jc%vs out of Babylon^ and fuf'ered them to re¬ 
turn to their oivn Coinitry^ and to build their 
Temple^ for ivhicb Work be gave them Mo- 

7 icy. 

§ I. ITN the lirft year of the reign of * Cyrus, 
B whfeh was the feventieth from the 
M day that our people were removed out 
of their own land into Babylon, (tod commif- 
erated the captivity and calamity of thefe poor 
people, and according as he had foretold to 

* This Cyrus is called Crod'sfjepherdhy Xenophon, ns 
■well as by llhinh xliv. 28. as alfo it is faid of him by the 
fame piophct, that / if/// make a man more pnrmiJ i/.’un 

No. XVL 


j them by jeremi.ih the prophet, hcl'orc the tie- 
I llrmilion of the city, th:it alier they had Icrvcd 
j Ncbuchatlnc/./.ir aiul his pollerity, ami alter 
I they had undergone that Icrvi; title ieventy years, 
p he would lellorc them atv.dn to the kuul ol their 
I lather.s, and they Ihoidd build their temple, .uul 
! enjoy their ancient yiroipcrity. And tlicic thing^s 
j God tlid afford them ; lor he ilirred u[> the 
I mind of Cyrus, and m-ide him write thus 
j tliroughout all Alia: “ 1 bus lailli Cyrus the 
i king; linec Gtid/vlmighty hath appointed me 
to he king of tiie luihitahlc eart!' I believe 

that 

pne gold, evil'll a tiuiu, lljin tJ'r goldnt nved'i/ oj ^ , 11 '■ Mii. 

12. which chnrattcr makes Xenophoa’s moll cw-llcnt hii- 
tory of Ihm very credible. 

4IJ 
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that he i'5 that God avhich the nation of the 
Ilraclhc'. worlhip ; tor indeed he foretold my 
itanieYby the prophe'--, <r,;da!iat 1 fliould build 
him an honde at Jeruialem, in the country of 
Judea.”' 

2. TiiiS war. known to flyrus by his read¬ 
ing the bool: which liai.di left behind him of 
his prophci'ier; li'!- rhi ■ iprophct l.iicl, that God 
had ipoken tl.nr to him in a leciet \dnon ; “My 
will i'., that (lyrus, whom I have appointed to 
be king over man^' .tk! yyc.tt nations, fend 
back my ])eop!e !t) lladir own land, and build 
my temple.” 'I'hia was foretold by Ifaiah one 
hundred and forty years before the temple was j 
demolilhed. Accordingly, when Cyrus read 
this, and admired the divine power, an earneft 
delire and an ambition fcl/ed upon him, to fulfil 
what was fo writcu; fo he called for the moft 
eminent Jews that were in Baiy'lon, and faid to 
them. That “ he gave them leave to go hack to 
their own country, anil to rebuild ■ their city 
jeruiidem, aiul the temple of God ; for that he 
would he their aiiillant, and that he would write 
to the rukr^ and governors that were in the 
neignl'Mjin I'iood ol tneir coiuitrv ofj udea, that 
rliev Ihumiil eontrilMUe t(' t, 1 1,1 gob! ai'd idver 


for the hi 

adding ' 

:)f ( m tri'ii' 

c, and 

he!ides that. 

be Ills lOi 

• tlieir 1 

aciiln es,” 
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and Belli m’l'i, 

with 1 
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went ii\ I'uide to re'ilwn ; vet did many 
of th.em ila c .it .hal)e ’ > g ,is no: willing to 
leave ilu'’. pt'IleC'ors ; And when tliev were 
come iiilther, ;'U the k’ny;’s liiends aliiiled 
them, and bfoncht in, for tin building of the 
temple, fome go!.!, ami , m liher, and Ibmc 
a great many eattk', and horles. So they per¬ 
formed tlieir vou,. to God .,nd cdlcied the 
lai.ri(ices tliat had I;ccu ttceullomed of old time ; 

* 'I'liis leave [0 li'i'la Jcoii'ac.r!, § ;md tliis cpilllc 
of Cynis to S'l’ni', . a'd Saliriiiu/ me., ta the lame pm- 
po(c, ae n.idl him. iri uii.alet oni'lied ii all our copits, 
but ibo hi .1 iPtl coiiipitvcd copy ol Juleplius ; and by 
iueli o’Oiibon, the faaior, pr.oplut'y os ll.iiah xllv. 28. 
la Iicrc wo aio iiiloiir.cy tint ttt)d laid ol or tc> Cvrus, 
//(' ./ cy //j<p’k!i!, (.Hil perform all v.'i' plonfitre ; iven 

fill a,r t: !. /'■hi,!, t::! jhalt /<■ />/;;//, anil h t't lei,’pie, ih\ 

jLiJI ie l.i J, ouuLl not hi'.lierto be demonllratcd 
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T mean this, upon the rebuilding of their city, 
and the revival of the ancient }>racliecs rela¬ 
ting to their worililj). Cyrus alfo lent back 
t(k t'letn the veffels of God, which king Kc- 
bnehadnezzar had pillaged out of the temple, 
and had carried to Babylon. So he committed 
thefe things to Mithridates the treafurer, to be 
font away, with an order to give them to Sa- 
uabaliar, tliat he might keep them till the o •'- 
pie WciS built ; and when it w. 
might deliver them to the prleff 
the multitude, iii order to tlieir 
to the temple. C.!yrus aT^Tai't ai 
governors that were in Syria ; . v.umcut. 

whereof here follow ; 

“ King Cyrus, to Sisinnes and Sathka- 
JiU'ZANEs, lendeth greeting: 

I HAVE given leave to as many of the Jews 
that dwell in my owm country as pleafo to re¬ 
turn to their own country, and to rebuild thcii 
city, and to build the temple of God at jcrula- 
1 cm, on the fame place where it was hclbre. f 
have alio lent my treafurer Mithridates, and 
Zorobabci the governor of the jews, tliat they 
may lay tiie foundations of the temjde, and 
may build it fixty culilts high, aiulo-'tha fame 
latitude, making three edhiccs of j c'liflicd 
Hones, and one vif the wood of the eou"'ry ; 
and the lame order extends tnthi. ahar whcrc- 
('11 they offer facrilices to God. 1 aeejuire alfo 
that the cxpcnccs for ihcfe things lie given out 
of my revenues Moreover, 1 have alfo fciiC 
thevcflels which king Nebuchadnezzar pillaged 
out of the temple, and have given them to 
Mithridates the treafurer, and to Zorobabci the 
governor of the Jews, that they nia)- have them 
carried to jcrufalcm, and may rcltore them to 
the temple of God. Now tlieir f number is as 

follows: 

from tlio facred hlftory to have been completely fulfilled ; 
T mean as to tliat part of it vvliicJi concerned lii.s giving 
leave or coniminion ior rebuilding the city Jerufalein a*, 
diltincl fioni tlu; temple, whole rebuilding is alone per¬ 
mitted or daected in the decree of Cyrus in :dl our 
copies. 

•)• Of the true number of golden and filvcr vcfleh here 
and elfewhoic belonging to the temple of Solomon, fee the 
defcripiion of the temple.., cha.p. siii. 
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follows: fifty chargers of gold, and five hun- 
ilred of filvcr ; forty I’hericlean cups of gold, 
and live hundred of iilver ; lifty hafon.s of gold, j 
"Tlnd fjve hundred of Iilver ; thirty vcifels for i 
pouring [the drink offerings] and tliroc hun- \ 
dred of iilver; thirty vials of gold, and two J 
thoiifuW four hundred of iilver ; witli a thou- 
[antl other large velfjls. T jicrmit them to have 
the fame honour which they were tiled to have i 
I'rom their ffathers ; as alfo for their hnall cat- ^ 
r' 1C and oil, two hundred and live : 

ve hundred drachma; ; and for | 
enly thouland and live hun- | 
.ind I give Older, that thele ex- j 
...■.,es lhall be given them out of the tributes j 
due from Samaria. I'he iiriells lhall alfo offer I 
thei'e facriliccs accortling to the laws of Moles j 
in jerufdem; and wlien tiiey offer them, they 
ihall pray to God fir the prefervation of the 
king, and ol his lamily, tliat the kingdom of 
Perfia m ly continue. Sut my will is, that thole 
wlio difohey theie injunclions, anti make them 
void, lliall be hung upon a crols, and their 
fubfttnee brought into the king’s trcalury.” 
And fuch w ts the import ol this epillle. Now 
tlie numb.r of - ho '' t i.o c.ime out of captivity 
to Icrufalena w.’re ituUy-two thouland lour hun¬ 
dred and lixty-lwo. 


C II A P. II. 

7/f>on the Death of Cyrus^ the 'Jews ‘ivere 
ihrcil^ hi hu'ihhn^ of the 'Temple^ by the 
Cutbeans and the ne 'tgbbnur 'ntg G 'ven/on; | 
and how Cambyfe'- entirely forbad the fe-ivs 
to do any fuch Tuh.g. 

S t-'W Then the fmndations of the temple 
VV were laying, and when the jews 

* JofcpIuH here follows Herodotus, and thofe that re¬ 
lated lunv Cvrus nude war will) th' Scythians and M’T- 
fatrct>, near the Cifijian ica, .ind perilhed in it; nhile 
Xenophon’s ;u'Coit!il, which appear;, never to have h.cr 
Iceii l)v Jolhphus, that Cyrus died in peace in his own 
connti’y of I’erlii, i; attellcd to by t'le writers of the alfair. 
of Alexander tiie (gvit, w!i;;i tliey agree that he found 
Cyrus’s fcpulchre at Pafargule n.-rr I’cirepalii. Tiii. 
account of Xenophon is alf> con'inne 1 l)y tlij circin- 

tl til. ...of C-'lt''i''l inson hi. tti.’ee'hffi 1 .) ( Ivr-i.;- xvh ' 


were very zealous about huihl'np; it, the neitrli- 
houring nations, and cipcria!ly the (mtheaiis, 
w bomShahnanefer, king oPAhyriu, had brought 
out ol Pcrlia and Media, aito had plauied in 
Samaria, when be carried tin people lif Ifr.iel 
c.iptive, befought the govei nur>, and thole that 
had the c.ire of fuch uffiirs, that thev would 
interrupt the jews, hoin in the rclniilding ('f 
their city, and in the liailding of their temple. 
Now as thele men were corrupted hy them 
with money, they told tlK^aitlicani; their iu- 
tercll for rendering this huilding a Ilow' and a 
carclefs Avork ; for (iyriu', who was hnfy about 
other wars, knew nothing; of all this ; aiul it 
lo happened, that when he h,\d led his arm)-' 
agaluil the Malt.igetre, he ended hi, life. Put 
when (fimbyies, the ion of Gyu'U'i, had t.ikcii 
the kingdom, the governors in Syrl.i and Phe- 
nicia, and in the countries of Ammon, and 
Moal), and Simarla, wrote an ejiifle to Pam- 
bylcs ; whole contents wmre as follows : “ 'i'o 
our lord (lamhyics, wc thy fervants, Ratliumu;'. 
|| the hiltoriograiiiicr, and Scmcilius the lirilie,, 
and the fell that are thy judges in Syria and 
PhcifKuj, Icudeth greeting: ll 1; fit, (.) Ling, 
that thou lliouldcil knowg th.U thole jew;; which 
were carried to B.ihylon, are cn.ne into our 
country, ami are huiluimg that nl.elliout and 
wicked citA', and its m<n-k..f-p! us- , and i. .ting 
lip its w'ali.-,, ,i!u! laiiing np) tlir temple; know, 
therclore, that Avlmu thele thing-s ,-iiinUned, 
they will not he AA-illing to nav '■ A.me. 
will they luhinit to thy eom-ui.iiul ; ; hut v.iil 
rehll king^, and will chulc rather to nde (-ver 
others th m he ruled o\er thcmf.-l'vcs W e 
therclorg t.iought it proper to ui-i’e to tin.!-, 
O king, wliile the works ahon! the t.-iip ie .tie 
going on fo fall, and not to overlook tiiis mil¬ 
ter, 

wild inllcutl of a w.ir to .;veii;!;e liis fath'-t’s d. -b upMi Ui: 
Scytllialis .mil Malfapi't-., aiel Ui '-nt lu i - .) ;i a, r- to a') 
i)vcr-runiiiuGus luirtbeia pioxni.;., wliiili \''a.iill,r'c 
)ccn till-natural ' oale.px-n of It.. ! i!b-i ’, ill .u ; ‘ ■ ;'i i 
'1 atll there, v-m'I inie,iol.'.'-r i, an I/; , ti.'i ' ' , i >.'■ 
lyo beyu.) bv Co us, a -.oidin^j; to a ■ . , 'i . . ■. 

arid coiKjuc'ed t’o; sin ;d<'in : nor i 1 !.. re, Ji .) t e-.cr 
neard of, the le at in’in an ni th-, re-^, i .i.-' . C. ---.iiyi . 

f any v.-ar .ie,aii)lt the .'I’niauo .in.1 .d.ill-psto that j.j a,, 
L-yer enea-.-.; 1 in .,11 hX h.c. » 
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ter, that thnn maycft fearch into the books of 
thy fkhcT'’. ; for thou wilt find in them, that 
the Jo^ws have been rebels, and enemies to 
kings, as hath thur city been alio, which, for 
that reafon, hath bi;en till now laid wafte. We 
thought proper alfo to infonu thee ot this mat¬ 
ter, iKWitife thou niayefl otherwife jicrhaps be 
ignorant oi it, that il this city be once inhabit¬ 
ed, and be entirelv enK-ompalfcd with \ralLs, 
thou wilt be cxcliKled Iroiu thy paH'agc to Ce- 
Icfyria ami Phciticia.” 

2. Wiil.N ('ainl)vies hat! read the cpiflle, 
being n.iturally wicked, he was irritated at what 
tlrey told him ; and wrote back to them as fol¬ 
lows ; “ Carnbyles the king, to Rathuinus the 
hiiloriographcr, to Bceltethinns, to Semellius 
the feribc, and the red that ate in commillion, 
aitd dwelling iti Samaria and I’henicia, after 
this manner : I have read the cpillie that was 
lent from you ; and 1 gave order that the books 
of nn' forelathcrs Ihonk! he learehed into, and 
it is there loimd, tliat this city hath alwavs been 
an ei'.omy to kings, and its inhabitants have 
railed leditions and wars. We alfo are ienli- 
blo that their kings have been powerful and 
tyrannical, and haveexaciled ti ibute of (vlefyria 
and i’ltenieia ; Wheixiore, 1 give order, that 
tile lews fl'.all not be ]'eri”.i;tcd to build that 
city, h 11 lucfi inihliiel as they-ufed to bring 
ipwii kir’i s he greatly anjonented.” When 
tl\io ej'idle V.0. re,a!, R.itbimms, and Semellius 
the iu'ibe, .oh! their afloiiatcs, got linhlenly 
on iU'r'e !;.;v k, ami made hailc to Jeiulalem ; 
tb.cv ,.‘;o b/r<",!gbt a great cotnjiany with them, 
am! fsaliid t;:e jcw.s to build the citv and the 
'.emple. y\c( mdinglv, tlnle works w'cre hin- 
deii'd f'orn gt-ing (ju, till the i’eeond year of the 
rt’gn (if Daiiits, foAunine years more ; for Cam- 
!^vles reigned hx y<:a*‘s, .and within that time 
, ,^(.,-1 r, {.-g^ jj come back, 

.'o’ died at Damalcu''. 


CHAP. III. 

IIow^ after the Death of Cambyfes^ and the 
Slaughter of the Magi, hut tindir the Riigu 
(f Damn, Zorobabel vi'os fuperior tu the Rtf 
in the Solution of Problems, and thereby ob¬ 
tained this Favour oj the King, that the Fem¬ 
ple fjoidd be built. 

§ I. /\ FTER the flaughtcr of the Magi, 
who, upon the death of Caiwhyies, 
attained the governme nt' of tjie P''’b.iiis lor a 
year, thofc families which were called the levcn 
I'amilies of the Perlians appointed Darins, the 
fon of I'lyflafpes, to be their king. Now he, 
wldle he was a jtrivate man, had made a vow 
to Cod, that if he came to be king, he would 
lend till the vefl'els of God that were in Baby¬ 
lon to the temple at jcrufalcm. Now it fo fell 
out, that about tliis time Zorobahcl, who had 
been made governor of the Jews that had been 
in captivity, came to Darins from Jcrufalcm, 
for there had been an old Iricndfldp between 
him and the king. He was alfo, with two 
others, thought worthy to he guard^ of tlie 
king’s body ; and obtained that honour which 
he hoped lor. 

2. Now in the firfl: year of the king’s reign, 
D arins leafted thole that were about him, and 
thole horn in his houfe, wdth tlic rulers of tlic 
Medes, and princes of the Perlians, and the to- 
parchs of India and Ethiopia, and the generals 
of the armies of his hundred and twenty-feven 
jirovinces : But when they had eaten and drank 
to fatiety, and abundantly, they every one de¬ 
parted to go to bed at their own houfes, and 
Darius the king went to bed ; but after he had 
rcfled a little part of the night, he awiakcd, and 
not being able to lleep any more, he fell into 
convcrlation with the lliree guards of his body, 
and promll’ed that to him wdio fliould make an 
oration, about points that he Ihould enquire of, 
fueh as Ihould be moll agreeable to truth, and 
to the diilfatcs of wifdum, he would grant it as 
a reward of his vidtory, to put oa ,a purple gar¬ 
ment, and to drink in cups of gold, and to 
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fivH-’p upon gold, and to hafe a chariot willi j 
l)ricllet; of gold, and an head-tire of fine linen, ! 
and a chain of gold about his neck, and to lit 
.icxt to himfclf, on account of his wifdom ; and 
fays he, he fiiall be called my coufin. Now 
wlicn he hadproinifed to give them ihefe gifts, 
lie afhed the firfl of them. Whether wine was 
not the ftrongeft ? The fecond. Whether kings 
v/fre not fuch ? And the third. Whether wo- j 
men were not fuch ? Or whether truth was not 
rather tlic firongell of all ? When he had pro- 
p ffd ;’:.u tlicy Ihould make their enquiries a- 
bcLit thefe piu’ulv,...^, ne went to reil; but in 
f'C morning he fent for his great men, his 
princes, ami topa' chs of Perfia and Media, and 
Set himfclf down in the place where he ufed to 
give audience, and hid each of the guards of 
Ids body to declare what they thought proper 
concerning the propofed quelfions, in the hear¬ 
ing of them all. 

3. Accordingly, the firft of them began 
to fpeak of the ifrength of wine ; and de- 
monftrated it thus: When, faid he, I am to 
give my opinion of wine, O you men, I find 
lliat it exceeds every thing, hy the following 
indications: It deceives the mind of thofe that 
drink it, and reduces that of the king to the 
fame fiatc with that of the orphan, and he who 
fiands in need of a tutor; and erects that of the 
Have to the boldnefs of him that is free, and 
that of the needy becomes like that of the rich 
man; for it changes and renews the fouls of 
men when it gets into them, and it quehches 
the forrow of thofe that are under calamities, 
and makes men forget the debts they owe to 
others, and makes them think themfelves to be 
of all men the richeft; it makes them talk of 
no fmall things, but of talents, and fuch other 
names as become wealthy men only; nay more, 
it rnakes them infenfible of their commanders, 
and of their kings, and takes away the re¬ 
membrance of their friends and companions; 
for it arms men even againft thofe that are 
dcareft to them, and makes them appear the 
greateft ftrangers to them ; and when they are 
‘become fober, and they have flept out their 
wine in the night, they arife without knowing 
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any ihing they liave done in cups. 1 

take thclc fcir fij'.ns cl p'rnvcr, nnd b'; tlungijif- 
cowr tliat wine is the llion ,;r.d lU'di in- 
luperable of ail things,” 

4. All foon as the iiill hail given I'lc fore- 
mentioned dcmonftnititms ol' the ifcnglh of 
wine, he left olf; and llic iirxt to him begin 
to Ipeak about tlie Ifrength ol a king, and dc- 
monllratcd that it tvas the llrongcil of a.ll, and 
more powerful than any thing cllc that appears 
to have any force or wifdom. Hc»I)cg,ri hir. 
demonifration after the following- manner, and 
laid, “ They arc men who govern all things ; 
they force the earth and the lea to become pro¬ 
fitable to them in what they defirc, anil o\ir 
thelc men do kings rule, and over tliem tliev 
have authority. Now thofe who rule over 
that animal, whieli is of all the ftronucll and 
tnolf powerful, mull needs deferve to he ellecni- 
cd inlupcrahlc in power and force ; for exam¬ 
ple, when thefe kings command their luh’ePiS 
to make wars, andnindcrgo dangers, they arc 
hearkened to ; and Vvhen they fend them againll 
their enemies, their power is lo great that they 
arc obeyed. I’hcy command men to level 
mountains, and to jtuil down walls and towers ; 
nay, when they arc commanded to i)c killed, 
and to kill, they fubmit to it, that they may 
not appear to tranfgrcfs the king’s commands ; 
and when they have conquered, they bring 
what they have gained in the war to the king. 
Thole alio who arc not loldicrs, but cultivate 
the ground, and plough it, and when, after 
tliey have endured the labcuir, and ail the in¬ 
conveniences of fuch works of hufltandry, they 
have reaped and gathered in their fruits, they 
bring tributes to the king. And whatfoever it 
is which the king fays or commands, it is done 
of necellity, and that without any delay, while 
he in the mean time is fatiatfcd with all forts of 
food and picafures, and fleeps in quiet. He is 
guarded by fuch as watch, and fuch as are, as 
it were, fixed down to the place through fear ; 
for no one dares leave him, even when he is 
afleep, nor does any one go away and take care 
of his own affairs, but he efteems this one thing 
4 X the 
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the only work of neceflity, to guard the king, 
and accordingly to this he wholly addicts him- 
felf. How then can it he otherwii'e, but that 
it muft appear that the king exceeds all in 
ilrength, while fo great a multitude obeys his 
injun6l;ions ?” 

Now, when this man had held his peace, 
the third of them, who mms Zorobabel, began 
to inllrudt them about women, and about truth, 
who faid thus: “ Wine is flrong, as is the king 
alfo, whom all men obey, but women are fiiperi- 
or to them in power, for it was a woman that 
brought the king into the world ; and for thofc 
that plant the vines, and make the wine, tliey 
are women who bear them and bring them 
up: nor indeed is there any thing which we 
do not receive from them ; for thefe women 
weave garments for us, and our houfehold af¬ 
fairs are by their means taken care of, and pre- 
ferved in.fafety; nor can wc live I'cparate from 
women. And when we liave gotten a great 
deal- of gold, and lilvcr, aod any other thing 
that is of great value, and deferving regard, 
and fee a beautiful woman, wc leave all thelc 
things, and with open month llx our eyes 
upon her countenance, and are willing to for- 
fake what we have, that we m.iy enjoy her 
beauty, and procure it to ourfelves. We alfo 
leave father, and mother, and the earth that 
nourifhes us, and frequently forget our deareft 
friends, for the fake of women; nay, we are 
fo hardy as to lay down our lives with them. 
Hut what will cjiielly make you take notice of 
the ftrength of women is this that follows : Do 
net we take pains, and endure a great deal of 
trouble, and that, botli by land and fea? and 

* The rc.iilcr i-; to note, that although tlie fpcci,hcs or 
pipers of tlicfo three of the Ling’;, gu-ird ate tmieh the fame 
in our third book of Etdras, ch-ap. iii. and ie. as tiicy are 
hero in Joftphus, jet tli.rt the inttodue'f ion of them is en¬ 
tirely diiferem,^ -while in oiir Efdras, the \vj»ole is related 
8t the contrivance of the three of the kingh guaid them- 
felves; and even the mighty revt'ards aie fpoken of as 
propos'd by themftives, ami the fpeeehes are related to 
have been dtltvcred by thcinfelvcs to the king in vviiting, 
-while all is contrary in Jofephus. I need not fiy vvhofc 
BtSbouiit is the moll ptobabk, the matters Iptxifc-forthcnv 
felves; and there can be no doubt but Jofephus’s hiftory 
is here to be very much prefevftl before the other. Nor 
indeed does it feem to me at all unlikely, tliat the wliole 
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when we have pi?®cured fomewhat as the fruit 
of our labours, do not we bring them to the 
women, as to our miflrefles, and bellow them 
upon them ? Nay, I once law the king, whot: 
lord of fo many people, fmitten on the face by 
Apame, the daughter of Rabfafes Themafuis, 
Ids concubine ; and bis diadem taken away 
from him, and put upon her own head, while 
he bore it patiently; and when Ihe fmiled he 
fmiled, and when Ihe was angry he was fad; 
and according to the cb- • 
flattered his wife, and 
tion by the great humi' 
it at any time he law 1 

6. And when the pd^ ■ , 

one upon another, he began to fpeak about 
truth ; and he fiid, “ I have already demonllra- 
ted how powerful women are ; but both thefe 
women themfelves, and the king himfelf, arc 
weaker than truth ; for although the earth be 
large, and the heaven high, and the courfc of 
the fun fwift, yet arc all thefe moved according 
to the will of God, -who is true and righteous ; 
for which caufe we ought alfo to ellecm truth 
to be the llrongell of all things, and that what 
is unrighteous is of no force againft it. More¬ 
over, all things elfe that have anv Ilrength arc 
mortal, and Ihort lived, but truth is a thing 
that is immortal and eternal. It affords us not 
indeed Inch a beauty as will witlrer away by 
time, nor fuch riches as may be taken away by 
fortune, but righteous rules and laws. It dif- 
tingdilhes them from injullice, and puts what 
is unrighteous to rebuke.” * 

7. So when Zorobabel had left off his dlf- 

courfc 

was a contiivance of king Darlub’s own, in order to be 
decently ainl it'ofrcnfively put in mind by Zorobabel, of 
fulfilling bih old vow for the rebuilding of Jerufalcm and 
the temple, and the relloration of the worflijp of the 
On£ 1 hue, GoiI there. Nor does the full meaning of Zc- 
robnbel, when he cries out, 3 Efd. iv. 40. BUjJed be t! : 
God of Truth; and 'here, God is true ntid righteous i or event 
of all the people, 3 Efih iv. 41. Great is truth, amt migh ^ 
above alt things, feem to me much different from tjii=, 
There is but One True Goi>, the God of Ifrael. Td 
which doilrine, fuch as Cyrus, and Darius, &c. the jevs 
great patrons, feem not to have been very averfe, rbouglr 
the entire idolatry of their kingdoms made them gcncrallv 
conceal it, 
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courfe about truth, arxtl the multitude had cried 
out'aloud, that he had fpoken the moft wifely, 
and that it was truth alone that had immutable 
lircnj^th, and fuch as never would wax old, 
the ting commanded, that he fhould afk for 
foniewhat over and above what he had promif- 
cd ; for tliat he would give it him, becaufe of 
h.'u^ wildoin, and that prudence wherein he 
i>xcccdcd the reft ; and tliou lhalt fit with me, 
laid the king, and lhalt be called my coufin. 
When In. I... I e • t Zorobabel put him in 
he had made, in cafe he 
t kingdom. Now tliis vow 
' 1 Jcrufalcm, and to build 
of God; as alfo to reftore 
me VL-ilels which Nebuchadnezzar had pillaged, 
and carried to Babylon.” And this, faid he, 
is that requcll whicli thou now permitteft me 
to make, on account tliat I have been judged 
to be wdfc and undcrllanding. 

8. So the king was pleafed with what he 
had laid, and arole and kilfed him ; and wrote 
to the toparchs, and governors, and enjoined 
them to condudl Zorobabel and thofe that were 
going with him to build the temple. He alfo 
font letters to thofe rulers that were in Syria 
and Phenicia, to cut down and carry cedar-trees 
from Lebanon to Jerufalem, and to alFdl him 
in building the city. Tie alfo wrote to them, 
that all the captives who Ihould go to judea 
fliould be free ; and he prohibited his deputies 
and governors, to lay any king’s taxes upon the 
Jews : He alfo permitted, that they Ihould have 
all that land which they could, polfofs them- 
feives of, without tributes.. He alfo enjoined 
the Idumeans and Samaritans, and the in¬ 
habitants,of Celefyria, to reftore villages which 
they had taken from the Jews and that, he- 
fides all this, fifty talents Ihould be given them 
for the building of the temple.. He alfo permit¬ 
ted them to offer their appointed facrifices, and 
that whatfoever tlie high })rieft- and the priefts 
wanted, and thofe facretl garments wherein 
they Lifed to worfhip God Ihould be made at 
his'own charges ; and that the mufical inftru- 
ments which the Levites ufed in fmging hymns 
to, God Ihould be given them. Moreover, he 
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charged them, that portions of land fhould bo 
given to thofe that guarded the city, and the 
temple, as alfo a determinate fura of money 
every year for their maintenance : and withal 
be lent the vclTels. And all thaj^Cyru^ intend¬ 
ed to do before him, relating to the reftoration 
of Jerufalern, Darius alfo ordained fhould be 
done accordingly. 

9. Now when Zorobabel had obtained thefe 
grants from the king, lie went out of the pa¬ 
lace, and looking up to lieavcn, he began to 
return thanks to God for the wil'dom he had- 
given liim, and the victory he had gained 
thereby, even in the prei'ence of Darius him- 
fclf; for, laid he, “1 had not been thought 
worthy of ihcfe advantages, O l.ord, unlels 
thou hadft been favourable to me.” When 
therefore he had returned thcic thanks to God 
for the prefent circumftanccs he was in, and 
had prayed to him to aft'ord Ifun tlic like favour 
for the time to come, he came to Babylon, and 
brought the good news to his countrymen of 
what grants he had procured for them from; 
the king ; wdu), when they heard the fame, gave 
thanks alfo to God,.that he relieved the land of 
their forefathers to them again : .So they betook, 
ihcmfcTves to drinking and eating, and for levcn 
days they continued fcaftiug, and hep; a icfiival, 
for the rebuilding and reftoration of their coun¬ 
try : alter tliis they chufe theinlclves rulers, who 
Ihould go up to Jernfiilem, out of the tribes of 
their forefathers, with their wives and clnldre.'i, 
and cattle, who travelled to Jerufalem with joy 
and pleafurc, under the condiidt oftlioi’c whom 
Darius fent along with him, and making a nniff 
with longs, and pipes, and cymbals. ITic id! 
of the jew'ilh multitude alfo belides accong a- 
nied them with rejoicing. 

10 , And thus did thefe men go, a certain 
and determinate number out of cvciy family, 
though I do not think it proper to recite par¬ 
ticularly the names of thofe families, that 1 may 
not take off the mind of my readers from tiic 
connedlion of the hiPcorical i’adls, and make it 
hard for them to follow the colareime c-f rny 
narrations ; but thefum of thole that went up, 

abe ur 
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about the age of twelve years, of the tribes of 
Judah and Benjamin, was four hundred fix- 
ty-two myriads and eight tlioufand ; the Levites 
were feventy-four ; the number of the women 
and children q^ixed together was forty thou- 
fand feven hundred and forty-two ; and hc- 
fides thefe, there were fingers of the Levites 
one hundred and twenty-eight, and }>orlcrs one 
hundred and ten, and oi' the facrcii minifters 
three hundred and nincty-tv.’o ; there were alio 
Others bcfides theic, who laid they were of the 
Ifraclitcs, but were not able to Ihcw their ge¬ 
nealogies, fix-hundred autf fixty-two ; Some 
there were alfo who were expelled out of the 
number in honour of the priefts, as Iiaving 
married wives whofc genealogies they could 
not produce, nor were th’.y I'oiind in th.e ge¬ 
nealogies of the Levites and priclls ; they were 
about five hundred and Iweuty-ln'c ; the mul¬ 
titude alfo of lervants followed thofe Unit went 
Uj) to Jerufalcin, feveu thonfand three luiiulrcd 
and thirty-feven ; the iiug’ng men and iinging 
women w'eie two hundred and forty-five : the 
camels were four hundred and tliirty-five ; the 
hearts ufed to the yoke were five tlioufand five 
liundred and twenty-five ; and the governors 
of all this multitude, thus numbered, w'as Zo- 
robabcl, the Ion of Salathiel, of the portcrity 
of David, and of the tribe of Judah, and Je- 
ibua, the fon of joiedek tlic high priert ; and 
hefides thefe, there were Mordecal and Scrcbe- 
iis, wlio were diftingulihcd from the multitude, 
and were rulers ; who alfo contributed an hun¬ 
dred pound of gold, and five tlioufand of filver. 
By this means therefore, the priefts and the Le¬ 
vites, and a certain part of the entire people of 
the Jews that wtre in Babylon, came and 
dwelt in Jerufalcrn, lint the reft of the multi¬ 
tude returned every one to their own countries. 

• Tills ftrnnge rending in Jnfeplius’s ]irefent copies of 
A,ooo,ooo inflead of 40,000, is one of the groflell errors 
that is in them, and ought tp be corrcifted from Ezra ii. 

t PTd. V. 40. and Neh. vii. 65 . who all agree the gener- 
k 1 fuin was but about 42,360. It is alfo very plain, th.it 
lofeplius thought, that when Efdr.is afterward brought up 
• another company out of Babylon and Pcrfia, in the days of 
’\crxes, they were alfo, as well as thefe, out of the two 
tribes, and out of them only, and were in all no more than 
aand a rfinvarH, while an Immcnfe number of the ten 
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CHAP. IV. 

Hoiv the 'Temple was built^ while the Ciithc>-'- 
endeavoured in vain to ohjlrubt the T' 

§ I. in the feventh moi 

were departed out oi Pi 
jeftiua the high priert, and Zornb. 
vefnor, fent meftengers every way roi .eit; 
and gathered thofe that were in the country 
together to Jerufalem unlverfaily, who came 
very gladly thither. He then built the altar 
on the fame place it had formerly been h.uilt, 
that they might offer the a|.puiiiied facrifices 
upon it to God, according to the laws of Moles, 
But while they did this, they did not pleafe the 
nciglihoviring nations, who all of them hear an 
ill-will to tliem. They alfo celebrated tlic fcaft 
of tabernacles at that time, as the legiflator had 
ordained concerning it; and after they offered 
facrifices, and what were called the daily facrifi- 
ccs, and the oblations proper for the fabl>aths,and 
for all the holy fcftivals. Thofe alfo that had 
made vows performed them, and offered their 
facrifices from the firft day of the feventh 
month. They alfo began to build the temple, 
and gave a great deal of money to the mafons, 
and to the carpenters, and what was ncceffary for 
the maintenance of the workmen. The Sido- 
nians alfo were very willing and ready to bring 
the cedar-trees from Libanus, to bind them to¬ 
gether, and to make an united float of them, 
and to bring them to the port of Joppa; for 
that was what Cyrus had commanded at firff, 
and what was now done at the command of 
Darius. 

2 . In the fecond year of their coming to Jc- 
rufalem, as the Jews were there, in the fecond 
month, the building of the temple went on 

apace: 

tribes never returned, but as he believed, continued then 
beyond Euphrates, cliap. v. § 2, 3. Of which multitude 
of Jews beyond Euphrates he fpeaks frequently elfewhere, 
though, by the way, he never takes them to be idolaters, 
but looks on them Hill as obfervers of the laws of Mofes. 
The certain part of the people that now came up from Ba¬ 
bylon, attlieetidof this chapter, imply the fame fmallcr 
nomber of Jews that now came up, and will no way 
agree with the 4,000,000. 
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apace; and when they had laid its foundations, on 
the firft day of the fecond month of that fecond 
vear, they fet, as overfeers of the work, fuch 
Lcvites as were full twenty years old; and Je- 
fhua, and his fons, and brethren, and Gadmiel, 
the brother of Judas, the fon of Aminadab, xvith 
his fon 9 », and the temple, by the great dili- 
f^cnce of thofe that had the care of it, was finifli- 
cd fooner than any one would have expected. 
And when the temple was finiflrcd, the pricfts, 
adorned with their accullomed garments, ftood 
with their trumpets, while the Levites, and the 
fons of Afaph, ftood and fang hymns to God, 
according as David firft of all appointed them 
to blcfs God. Now the priefts, and Levites, 
and the elder part of the families, rccolle<fting 
with themfclves how much greater and more 
fumptuous the old temple had been, feeing that 
now made how much inferior it was, on ac¬ 
count of their poverty, to that which had been 
built of old, confidered with themfelves how 
much their happy ftate was funk below what 
it had been of old, as well as their temple. 
Hereupon they were difconfolatc, and not able j 
to contain their grief, and proceeded fo far as 
to lament and Ihed tears on thofe accounts; ; 
but the people in general were contented with 
their prefent condition, and becaufe they were I 
allowed to build them a temple, they defired 
no more, and neither regarded, nor remember¬ 
ed, nor indeed at all tormented themfelves with 
the comparifon of that and the former temple, 
as if this were below their expedations; but 
the wailing of the old men, and of the pricfts, 
on account of the deficiency of this temple, in 
their opinion, if compared with that which had 
been demolilhed, overcame the founds of the 
trumpets, and the rejoicing of the people. 

3. But when the Samaritans, who were ftill 
enemies to the tribes of Juda|t/and Benjamin, 
heard the found of the trumpets, they came 
running together, and defired .to know what 
was the occafion of this tumult ? And when 
they perceived that it was from the Jews, who 
, had'been carried captive to Babylon, and were 
rebuilding their temple, they came to Zoroba- 
bel, and to Jeftiua, and to the heads of the fa- , 
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mllles ; and defired that they would give them 
leave to build the temple with them, and to be 
partners’with them in building it; for they 
fail!, “We worfiiip their CJod, and cfpccially 
pray to him, and are dclirous of their religious 
Icttlcment, and this, ever fmee Shalmanefcr, 
tlic king of Affyria, irani'pl.uited us out of Cu- 
thah and Media, to this place.” When they 
laid thus, Zorobabcl, and Jcflnia the high prieft, 
and the heads of the families of the Ifraelites, 
replied to them, Tliat “ it was impolfible for 
them to permit them to be their partners, whilft 
they [only] had been appointed to build that 
temple at firft by Cyrus, and now by Darius, 
although it was indeed lawful for thetn to come 
and worfldp there if they pleafed; and that 
they could allow them nothing but that in 
common with them, which was common to 
them with all other men, to come to their tem¬ 
ple and worflhip God there.” 

4. When the Cuthcans heard this, for the 
Samaritans have that appellation, they had in¬ 
dignation at it, and pei loaded the nations of 
Syria to defire of the governors, in the fame 
manner as they had done formerly in the days of 
Cyrus, and again in the days of Cambyfes af¬ 
terwards, to put a ftop to the building of the 
temple, and to endeavour to delay and pro¬ 
tract the Jews in their zeal about it. Now at 
this time Sillnncs, the governor of Syria and 
Phenicia, and Saihrahuzanes, with certain o- 
thers, came up to Jerufalem, and aflccd the ru¬ 
lers of the Jews, “ By whofe grant it was that 
they built the temple in this manner, fince it 
was more like to a citadel than a temple ? and 
for what rcafon it was that they built cloillers 
and walls, and thole ftrong ones too, about the 
city?” To which Zorobabcl, and Jefliua the 
high prieft, replied, That “ they were the £cr- 
vants of God Almighty : that this temple was 
build for him by a king of theirs, that 4 ived in 
great profperity, and one that exceeded all men 
in virtue, and that it continued a long time; 
but that, becaufe of their fathers impiety to¬ 
wards God, Nebuchadnezzar, king of the Ba¬ 
bylonian® and of the Chaldeans, took their city 
4 Y by 
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by force, and dellroycd it, and pillaged the 
temple, and burnt it down, and trail,!planted 
the people whom he had made captives, and re¬ 
moved them to Babylon : that Cyrus, who, 
after him, was king of Babylonia and Perfia, 
wrote to them to build the temple, and com¬ 
mitted the gilts, and ved'cls, and whatfoever 
Nebuchadnezzar had carried out of it, to Zo- 
robabel, and Mithridales the treafurcr; and 
gave order to have them carried to Jerufalem, 
and to have them rcllored to their own temple, 
when it was built ; for he Ijad lent to them to 
have that done i'peedilyg and commanded Sana- 
ballar to go up to Jerufalem, and to take care 
of the building of the temple, who upon receiv¬ 
ing that cpiftle from Cyrus came, and immedi¬ 
ately laid its foundations : and although it hath 
been in building from that time to this, it hath 
not yet been hnidied, by reafon of the malignity 
of our enemies. If tliercfore you have a mind, 
and think it proper, write this account to Da¬ 
rius, that when he Iialh confulted the records of 
the kings, he may find that w'e have told you 
nothing that is falfe about this matter.” 

5. W HEN Zorobabel and the high pried had 
made this anfv^er, Sidnnes, and thofe that 
were with him, did not relolve to hinder the 
building, until they had informed king Darius 
of all this. So they immediately wrote to him 
about tbefe a/Fairs; but as ib.c jews were now 
under terror, and alraid left the king ihould 
change liis refokuion, as to the building of Jc- 
rufaleni, and of tlie temple, there were two 
prophets at that lime among tliem, Haggai 
and Zechariah, who encouraged them, and 
bid them be of good cheer, and to fafpetl no 
difeonragement from the Perftans, for that God 
i’uretold this to them. So, in depcndance on 
thofe prophets, they applied themfelves ear- 
neftly to building, and did not intermit one 
dayv 

6. Now Darius, when the Samaritans had 
written to him, and in their cpiftle had ac- 
cufed the Jews, how they fortified the city, 
and built the temple more like to a citadel than 
to a temple ; and laid, that their doings w’ere 
not expedient for the king’s afiliirs; and be- 
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lidos, they fhewed the cpiftle of Cambyfes* 
wherein he forbad them to build the temple • 
and when Darius thereby underftood, that ik 
ixftoration of Jerufalem was not expcdiciu for 
I liis affairs, and when lie had read the cjiiftle 
! that was brought him from Sifinnes, and thofe 
I that were wdth him, he gave order, that what 
I concerned thefe matters fliould be fought for 
ainong the royal records. Whereupon a hook 
was found at Ecbatana, in the tower that was 
in Media, wherein was written as follows ; 
“ Cyrus the king, in the firft year of his reign, 
commanded that the temple flioidd be built in 
Jerufalem ; and the altar in height thrcefcorc 
cubits, and its breadth of the fame, rvith tln cc 
edifices of polifhed ftone, and one edifice of 
ftone of their own countiy ; and he ordained, 
that the expences of it fhould be paid cut of 
the king’s revenue. He alfo commanded, that 
the velfels which Nebuchadnezzar had pillaged 
[out of the temple] and had carried to Baby¬ 
lon, fliould be rellorcd to the people of Jerula- 
lem ; and that the care of thefe things Ihould 
belong to Sanabafl'ar, the governor and prefident 
of Syria and Phenicia, and to his alfociates, 
that they may not meddle with that place, but 
may permit the fervants of God, the Jews, 
^id their rulers, to build the temple. He alfo 
ordained, that they fliould aliift them in the 
work ; and that they fliould pay to the Jews, 
out of thC' tribute of the country where they 
were governors, on account of the facrifices, 
bulls, and rams, and lambs, and kids of the 
goals, and fine flour, and oil, and wine, and 
all other things that the priefts fliould fuggeft 
to them ; and that tliey fliould pray for the 
prefervation of the king, and of the Perfians ; 
and that for fuch as tranfgreflcd any of thefe 
orders thus fent to them, he commanded that 
they fliould be eftught, and hung upon a cro'fs, 
and their fubftance confifeated to the kingks 
life.. He alfo prayed to God againft them, 
that if any one attempted to hinder the build¬ 
ing of the temple, God would ftrike him dead, 
and thereby reftrain his wickednefs.’’ 

I 7. When Darius had Tound: this hdbk a- 

niQiig 
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mong the records of Cyrus, lie wrote an anfwer j 
to Silinnes, and his affociates, whofe contents 
jrc thefe: “ King Darius to Slfinnes the go- 
vci.ior, and to Sathrabuzanes, fendeth greet¬ 
ing ; I laving found a copy of this cpiftle among 
the records of Cyrus, I liave font it you ; and 1 
will tlR^ all things be done as it is therein writ- 
u:n. Fare ye well.” So when Sifinnes, and 
thoi'c that were with him, underftood the in- 
t entioa of the king, they relblved to follow his 
dircdlons entirely for the time to come. So 
they forwarded the facred works, and alliflcd 
the elder‘s of the Jews, and the princes of the 
fanhedrim ; and the rtrudure of the temple was 
with great diligence brought to a couclufion, 
by the prophecies of Flaggai and Zachariah, 
according to God's commands, and by the, in- 
iunclions of Cyrus ami Darius the kings. Now 
the temple was built in feven years time : And 
in the ninth year of the reign of Darius, on the 
twenty-third day of the twelfth month, which 
is by us called ^hiar^ but by the Macedonians 
Dyjlrus^ the priefts, and Levites, and the other 
multitude of the Ifraelites, oficred facrihees, as 
the renovation of their former profperity after 
their captivity, and hecaufe they had now the 
temple rebuilt, an hundred bulls, twolumdred 
rams, four liumlrcd iambs, and twelve kids of 
the goats, arconling to the number of their 
tribes (for f) in.my are the tribes of the Ifracl- 
ites) and this laft for the fms of every tribe. 
The prielts alfo, and the Levites, fet the porters 
at every gate, according the laws of Mofes. 
The Jews alfo built the cloitters of the inner 
temple that w'ere round about the temple itfeif. 

8 . And as the feaft of unleavened bread was 
at hand, in the firft month, which according 
to the Macedonians is called Xanthiens^ but ac¬ 
cording to us Nifan, all the people ran together 
out of the villages to the city, and" celebrated 
the felUval, having purified thcrafelvcs, with 
their wnves and children, according to the law 
of their couiitry ; and they offered the facri- 
fice which was called the Fajfovcr^ on the four¬ 
teenth day of the fame month, and feafted 
feven days, and fpared fcir no coil, but offered 
whole burnl-oficrings to God, and performed 
• Tlie liilLory c!.iiit;iiiiccl in this fc^lion is eniirci 


S OF THE J E VV S. 36^. 

facrifices of thankfgiving, hecaufe God had led 
thenr again to the land ot then fathers, and to 
the laws thereto belonging, ami had rendered 
the mind of the king of Fcriia favourable to 
them. So thci'c men offered the laivcft I’acri- 
liccs on thelc accounts, and ufed great magni- 
liccnce in the worlhip of God, and dwelt in 
jcrufalcm, and made ufe of a form cf govern¬ 
ment that was ariftocraiical, but mixed with 
an oligarchy ; for the high pridls were at the 
bead of their affairs, until tiie jiollcrjty of the 
Aiumoncanr, fet up kingly governinent; for be¬ 
fore their captivity, and the diffolution of their 

1 polity, they at firft had kingly govcrnmciu Ifoiu 
Saul and David, for five hundred tliiiiy-uvo 
years, fix months, and ten days; but before- 
thofe kings, lucli rulers governed them as were 
called yudges and Monarchs. DmJer this form 
of government tliey continued for more than 
five hundred years, after the tlcatli of Mofes, 
and of jofltua their commander. And this is 
the account I had to give o'f the Jews wlio had 
been carried into captivity, but were diUvcrcd 
from it in the times of Cyrus and Darius. 

9. But the Samaritans, being evil and cn- 
vioufly difpofed to the Jews, wrought them 
many mifchlefs, by reliance on their riches, and 
by their pretence that they were allied to the 
Perfians, on account that th.cnce they came i 
and wliatloevcr it was that they were enjoined 
to pay the Jews, by the king’s order, out of 
their tributes, for their facrifices, they would 
not pay it. They had-alfo the governors fa¬ 
vourable to them, and alnuing them for that 
jmrpofe ; nor did they Iparc to lunt then., 
citlier by ihc'mfelvcs, (u' by others, as far a: 
they were able'. So the Jews iietcr»;i'; ril !o 
feud an ambalfage to king Darius in fav(.;u.' 
of the people of Jcrnlalem, ami in order to 
accufe the Samaritans. 'I he ambafladors wen: 
Zorobabel, and four others of tlic rulers; and 
as loon as the king knew fioiu the aniba.{- 
fadors the accnfations and cornplrfirns (hey 
brought agdinft the Samaritans, he- ;:,.rve them 
an epiftle to he carried to the gocenuMs ami 
counciLpf Samaria., Tlie cajutcuts oi vviiv'u 

f wanting in alii our copies boili of Earu rmJ L.,., 




Book Xf. 


366 ANTI Q^U I T I E S 

cpiftb were thefe : King Darius to Tanganas 
and Sarnbabas, the governors of the Samaritans, 
to Sadraces and Bobclo, and the reft of their 
fellow-fervants drat are In Samaria : Zorobabel, 
Ananias; and Mordecai, the ambafl'adore of the 
Jews, complain of you, that you obftrii(ft them 
in the building of the temple, and do not fup- 
ply them with the expences which I command¬ 
ed you to do for the offering their facrihees. 
My will therefore is this, that upon the read¬ 
ing of this cpiflle, you fupply them vrith what- 
fbever thev want for their facrifices, and that 
out of the royal treafury, of the tributes .of Sa¬ 
maria, as the prieft lhall defire, that they may 
not leave off oftering their daily facrifices, nor 
praying to God for me and the Perfians.” And 
thelc were the contents of that epiftle. 

C I I A P. V. 

How Arz-xrx, the Son of Darius, was well dif- 
pofed to the 'Jews : As alfo concerning Efdras 
and Nchcmiab, 

§ i.T TPON the death pf Darius, Xerxes 
J his fon took the kingdom, who, as 
he inherited his father’s kingdom, fo did he in¬ 
herit his piety towards Ciod, and honour of 
him ; for he did all things fuitably to his father 
relating to divine worihip, and he was exceed¬ 
ing friendly to the Jews. Now about this 
time, a fon of jefhua, whofe name was Joachim, 
was tlie high priefi. Moreover, there was now 
in Babylon a righteous man, and one that en- 
ioyed a great reputation among the multitude: 
He was the principal prieft of the people, and 
his name was Ffdras. He was very fkilful in 
the laws of Mofes, and was well accjuainted 
with king Xerxes. He had determined to go 
up to Jcrufalcm, and to take with him fome of 
thofe Jews that were in Babylon ; and he de- 
fired that the king would give him an epiftle to 
the governors of Syria, by which th.ey might 
know who he w'as. Accordingly the king 
wrote the following epiftle to thofe governors : 

Xerxes, king of kings, to Ezra the prieft, 
.and reader of the divine law, greeting : I think 
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it agreeable to that love which I bare to man¬ 
kind, to permit thofe of the Jewifli naP^ ■ 
are fo difpofed, as well as thofe of the 
and Levites, that arc in our kingdom, 
together to Jerufalem. Accordingbg . 
given command for that purpofe , .t.' Get 
one that hath a mind go, according as. h hath 
feemed good to me, and to my feven connfel- 
lors, and this in order to their review of the 
afiairs of Judea, to fee whether they be agree¬ 
able to the law of God. Let them alfo take 
with them thofe prefents wdiich I and my 
friends have vowed, wnth all that filver and 
gold that is found in the country of the Ba¬ 
bylonians, as dedicated to God, and let all this 
be carried to Jerufalem, to God, for facrifices. 
Let it alfo be lawful for thee and thy brethren 
to make as many veffels of filver and gold as 
thou plcafeft. Thou lhalt alfo dedicate thofe 
holy veffels which have been given thee, and 
as many more as thou haft a mind to make, 
and flralt take the expences out of the king’s 
treafury. I have moreover written to the trea- 
furers of Syria and Phenicia, that they take 
care of thofe affairs that Efdras the prieft and 
reader of the laws of God is font about. And 
that God may not be at all angry with me, 
or with my children, I grant all tliat is nccef- 
fary for facrifices to God, according to the law, 
as far as an hundred cori of wheat. And I 
enjoin you, not to lay any treacherous impo- 
fition, or any tributes, upon their priefts or 
Levites, or facred fingers, or porters, or facred 
fervants, or fcribes of the temple. And do 
thou, O Efdras, appoint judges, according to 
the wifdom [given thee] of God, and thofe 
fuch as underhand the law, that they may judge 
in all Syria and Phenicia ; and do thou inftrubt 
thofe alfo which are ignorant of it, that if any 
one of thy countrymen tranf^efs the law of 
God, or that of the king, he may be puniflied, 
as not tranfgrcfting it out of ignorance, but as 
one tliat knows it indeed, but boldly defpifes 
and contemns it; and fuch may be punifhed by 
death, or by paying fines. Farewel.” 

2. When Efdras had received this epiftle, 

he 
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he xvas vciy joyful,. and began to worlliip God, 
and confefled that he had been the, caufe of 
the king’s great favour to him, and that for 

c fame rcafon lie gave all the thanks to God. 
Sj h*c read the cplftlc at Babylon totbofe Jews 
lint were there, but he kept the epiftle itfelf, 
and fent a copy of it to all thole of his navu 
n,uioii*t]iat were in Media, And when tliele 
lews had underftood what piety the king had 
towards God, and what kindnefs he had for 
I’.i'Jras, they were all greatly plcafed; nay, 
many of them took their effeits with tlicm, 
and rams to Babylon, as very deiirous of go¬ 
ing down to Jerufalem : but then the entire 
body of the people of Ifrael remained in that 
country ; wherefore there arc but two tribes in 
Afia and Europe fubjecl to the Romans, while 
the ten tribes arc beyond Euphrates till now, 
and are <m immenfe multitude, and hot to be 
dliarated by iiuiul^ers. Now there came a great 
number of priefts, and Levites, and porters, 
and lacrcd fingers, and facred fervants, to Ef- 
dras. So he gathered thofc that w^ere in the 
captivity together beyond Euphrates, and flay¬ 
ed there three days, and ordained a fall for 
them, that they might make their prayers to 
God for their prefervation, that they might 
fuffer no misfortunes by the way, either from 
their enemies, or from any other ill accident; 
for Efdras had faid before-hand, that he had 
told the king, how God would preferve them, 
and fo he had not thought fit to requefi that lie 
would fend hprfemen to condud them. So 
when they had finlfhed their prayers, they re¬ 
moved from Euphrates, on the twelfth day of 
the firft month of the feventh year of the reign 
of Xerxes ; and they came to Jerufalem on the 
fifth month of the fame year. Now Efdras 
prefented the facred money to the treafurers, 
who were of the family of the priefts, of lilver 
fix hundred and fifty talents, veflels of filver 
one hundred talents, veflels of gold twenty 
talents, veflels of brafs that was * more fireci- 
^us than gold twelve talents by weight; for 
/thefc’prefents had been made by the king, and 

• 

* Dr Hudfon takes notice here, that this kind of brafs 
or copper, or rather mixture of gold and brafs or copper, 
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his counfcllors, and by all the Ifreclitcs thar 
flayed at Babylon, bn when EiUras had de¬ 
livered thefe things to the lie gave to 

as the aj'.pointed vg' whole hiirnt- 

( Chrings, twelve hull^', on a count of riic com- 
ni ;n preiervation of the [aople, i.ori!y rams, 
.'oni Icvcnty-two lambs, t\u:>^^ hhiaof ihcgo.il';, 
lor the remiflton of fins. He all'o delivered the 
Ling’s epiftle to the king', (dl’ncrs, and to the 
governors of Gelefyria and Eheiiieia ; and as 
tliey were under a ncctilily oi lioing Vvhat was 
enjoined by him, they lunu/.iud oor nation, 

I a.ud were afiiflant to them in all their ncccG 
fities. 

3. Now ihcfc things were truly doiie under 
the conduCl of Ihilras, and he fi; eeciied i» 
them, bccaufe God elleeined him worthy of 
the fuccefs of his condud, on aeeouot of his 
goodnefs and righlcoiil'nefs : But fume time 
afterward there came I'omc perfons to him, and. 
brought an aernfation againft certain of the 
multitude, and of the priclls and Levites, who 
had tranfgreflcd their feltlcincnf, and -difiblvcd 
the laws of their country, by marrying ftrange 
wives, and had brought the family of tlic 
priefts into confufion. Tlicle perfons defired 
him to fupport the laws, left God fticuld take 
up a general anger againft them ail, and reduce 
them to a calamitous condition aoain. Here¬ 
upon he rent his garment immediately out of 
grief, and pulled off tlie ban- of his head and 
beard, and caft himfelf upon the ground, be- 
caufe this crime had reached the principal men 
among the pcojile ; and confidering, that Jf -fie 
ftioujd enjoin them to caft our their wives^hnd 
the children they had by tlicm, he fhouIJ not 
be hearkened to, he continued lying upon tlic 
ground. Elowever, all the better lort came 
running to him, who alio tliemi'ehcs wept, 
and partook of the grief he was under for wliat 
had been done. So Eldras rofe up from the 
ground, and ftrctchcd out his hands towards 
heaven, and faid, That “ he was afliamed to 
look towards it, bccaufe of the fins tvhich the 
, f 4 X people 

was called aurklmlrum, nnci that this wrr. oi" oIJ chectr.ed 
the rcioft precious of all metals. 
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people had committed, while they had call out 
of their memories what tlicii fathers had un¬ 
dergone, on account of their wickednefs : and 
he bclought Cod, who had faved a feed and a 
remnant out of tlie calamity and captivity they 
had been in, and liad reftored them again to 
lerufdcm, and to their own land, and had 
obliged the Lings of PeiTu to have compaflion 
on them, that he would alfo forgive them their 
fms they had now committed, wdiich though 
they deferved death, yet was it agreeable to 
the mercy of God to remit even to thefe the 
punifhment due to them.” 

4. After Efdras had faid this, he left oif 
praying ; and when all th.ofe that came to him 
with their wives and children were under la¬ 
mentation, one whofe name was JechoniaSy a 
principal man in Jerufalem, came to him, and 
faid, that they had fmned in marrying ftrange 
wives; and he perhiaded him to adjure them 
all to call thofe wives out, and the children 
born of tliem, and that thole fiiould be punilh- 
ed who would not obey the law. So Kl'dras 
liearkctied to this advice, and made the heads 
of the priefts, and of the Levilcs, and of the 
Ifraelitcs, fwear, that they would put away 
thofe wives and children, according to the ad¬ 
vice of fcchonias. And when he had received 
their oaths, he went in hade out of the temple 
i-no the chamber (>f Johanan, the fon of Eliafib, 
and as ho luid hitherto tailed nothing at all for 
grief, fo he abode there that day. And when 
proclamation was made, tlltit all thole ol the 
Ca}t!)ivitv ihoiikl gather themfclves together to 
Jaufalem, ;md that thofe that did not meet 
there in two or three davg fhoukl be hantflied 
from the mnkitude, and that their fuhftance 
fhoukl be appo'.priatcd to the nfes of the temple, 
itccording to the fcntcnce of tite ciders, thofe 
that v^erc of the tiibcs cf Judah and Benjamin 

* 'Fhif ]irocf<U.rc of Exrj, and of,i5ie bed part of the 
Jtwidi juinon, al'u r ihcir ivturn from the ]5ab)lonidi cap- 
rivitv, ol r.(luting tha-Jcwilh mairiagcs, once for all, to 
the ’druTie-d of the I nv of Itlofes, without any regard 
to thi ‘juatnefs of liiofc who h.v.i broken it, and w'ithout 
teg,nil to ill It nitura! ade lion or compaifion for their hc.a- 
tlun wwes, and tlicir children by them, vtliich math' it fo 
hard for to correct it, liclcrvcs grta'dy to be oblcr- 
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came together in three days, vi^. on the twen¬ 
tieth day of the ninth month, which, accord¬ 
ing to the Hebrews, is called 7'cheth^ and 
cording to the Macedonians 
they were fitting in the upper room of the tc 
})le, where the elders alfo were prefent, 1 ■ 
were uneafy bccaufe of the cold, Efdras flood 
up, and accufed them, and told them they had 
fmned in marrying wives that were not of their 
own nation; but that now they would do a 
thing bcith pleafmg to God, and advantageous 
to themfelves, if they would put thofe wives a - 
way. Accordingly they ail cried out. That 
“ they would do fo. That however the mul¬ 
titude was great, and that the feafon of the 
year was winter, and that this work would re¬ 
quire more than one or two days. Let their 
rulers therefore [faid they] and thofe that have 
married ftrange wives, come hither at a pro¬ 
per time, while the ciders of every place, that 
are- in common to eftimate the number of thofe 
that have thus married, are to be there alfo.” 
Accordingly this was refolved on by them ; and 
they began the enquiry after thofe that had 
married ftrange wives, on the firft day of the 
tenth month, and continued the enquiry to the 
firft day of the next month, and found a great 
many of the poflcrity of Jefliua the high prieft, 
and of the priefts, and Levites, and Ifraelites, 
who had * a greater regard to the obfervation 
of the law than to their natural affedion, and 
immediately caft out their wives, and the chil¬ 
dren which were born of them. And in order 
toappeafe God, they offered facrifices, and flew 
rams, as, oblations to him ; but it does not feeni, 
j to me to be ncccffary to fet down the names of 
tilde men. So when Efdras had reformed 
I this fin, about the marriages of the fore-meii- 
ticned perfons, he reduced that pradice to pu¬ 
rity 

vscl and imitated in all attempts for reformation among 
ChriRiarib, tiie contrary cotaduA having ever been tire bane 
of tiiie religion, both among Jews and Chriftians, while 
pniitIcaJ views, or human pailtons, or prudential motive , 
arc lufl'ered to take place inUetul of the divine"laws, and 
fo the blcfllng of God is forfeited, and the church flilt 
fuficjed to conriiiiie corrupt froan one gcnerau6.n ti> r.n- 
tthir. ijce du’p. viii. j z. 
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iltv, fo that it coatinued in that ftaie for the 
time to come. 

Now, wlien they kept * the feaft of ta- 
,^acles in the feventh month, and almoft all 
oeople were come together to it, they went 
.o the open part of the temple, to the gate 
whicl\J^okcd eaftward, and defired of Efdras, 
that the laws of Mofes might be read to them. 
Accordingly, he flood in the midft of the mul¬ 
titude, and read them; and this he did from ; 

/ * I 

morning to noon. Now, by hearing the laws : 
read to them, they were inftrudled to be right¬ 
eous men for the prefent, and for the future ; 
but as tor their pafl offences, they were dlf- 
plcafcd at thtmfelves, and proceeded to Hied 
tears on their account, as confidering with 
ihcmfelves, that, if they had kept the law, they 
had endured none of thefc mileries which they 
had experienced. But when Efdras faw them 
in tliis difpofidon, he bad them go home, and ! 
not weep; for that it was a fellival, and that 
they ought not to weep thereon; for that it 
was t not lawful fo to do. He exhorted them 
ratlicr to proceed immediately to feafting, and, 
to do what was fultable to a fcafl, and what 
was agreeable to a day of joy ; but to let their 
rcpeutance and forrow for their former fins be 
a fecurity and a guard to them, that they fell 
no more into the like offences. So upon Ef- 
dras’s exhortation, they began to feaft ; and 
when they had fo done for eight days in their 
tabernacles, they departed to their own homes, 
finging liymns to Godj and returning thanks 
to Efdras, for- his reformation of what corrup¬ 
tions had been introduced into their fettlement. 
So it came to pal's, that, after he had obtained | 
this reputation among the people, he died an 
old man, and was buried in a magnificent man¬ 
ner at jerufakm. About the fame time it hap¬ 
pened alfo, that Joaciin the high prieft died ; 

* This Jtrvvifh of tabernacles was imitaesd in ft- 
v^ral hcatl.en I'olumnities, a» Spaiilieim here obfcrves and 
(proves. He alio faitlier obfencs prefentiy, what great 
regard many bt athens had to the nioiuuncnts of their fore- 
fylter-;, as N-dicmiali had here, § 6. 

f Tiiis rule of JAra’s, not to faft on a feftival dr.y, is 
rjuoted in UiC Apoftolical Cordli’.etions, B. V. as obtaining 
suiiong ChrilUant ulio. 
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and his fon Elialib fucceeded in the liigh j'ricfl- 
hood. 

6 . Now there was one of thede Jews that 
had been carried captive, uho was cup-hcarcr to 
king Xerxes; Ins name was As 

this man was walking licforc Hula, the metro¬ 
polis of the rcrfians, he heard feme flrangcrs, 
that were entering the city after a long journey, 
fpcakingto one another in the Hebrew’ tongue; 
fo he went'to tiiem, and afkcd them, whence 
they came? and when their anfwcr tvas, that 
they came from Judea, he began to enquire of 
them again, in what ftatc the nuiitltudc was 'i 
and in wdiat condition jeruhilem was? and 
when they replied, that tliey w’crc in a j bad 
date, for that their walls -were thrown down to 
the ground, and that the iicighhouriiip; aations 
did a great deal of mifehief to the Jews, ’wliilc 
in the day-time they over-ran the country, and 
pillaged it, and in the night did them mifehief, 
iufomuch, tlut not a few w’erc led away cap¬ 
tive out of the country, and out of Jerufalem 
itfelf, and that the roads ■were in the day-time 
found full of dead men : Hereupon Nchemiah 
flicd tears oat of commiferation of the cala¬ 
mities of his countrymen : And looking up to 
heaven, he hud,. “ How long, O Lord, wilt 
thou overlook our nation, while it fuffers fo 
great miferics, and while we are made the prey 
and the Ipoil of all men ?” A.nil wliile heftay- 
ed at the gate, and lamcnied thus, one told 
him, that the king was going to fit down to 
fupper; fo he made hafte, and went, as he 
without wafliing himfelf, to minilior to the 
king in his offee of cup-licarer : hut as the king 
was very pleafant after fupper, and more cheer¬ 
ful than ui'uaj, he call his eyes on Nehtmiaii, 
and feeing him look fad, he afked him, why he 
was fad ? W'hereupon he prayed to God, to give 
; him 

I- _ 

I This miferublc co’uliticn of tlie Jew:, sikI ibcir cn- 
pitsi, muft have been after the cicath of J'.zra, their for¬ 
mer governor, and liffoTC Neliemiah came u-ith his com- 
miflion to buikl llic v.mlb cf Jenifilcrn : Noj i:- i)i.il at 
difaprctabic !o riic’c l;i:!ories in Jofepluif;, iinee f.zr.i < amt 
on the ytb, awl KLlicrr.ia;’ not till ;1: ■ vl X.'i W :he.- 
inlci'va! cf iti ysti t. 
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him lavonr, and aiTord Iihn ihc power of per-| temple. ,1 clefire yon, therefore, tvho well 
fuading by his words ; and faid, How can I, j know the ill-will our neighbouring nations 
O king, appear otUcrwiic tlnui thus, and not { bear to us, and that when they onre are made 
!)c in trouble, while I he tr,that the walls of | fcn!il)le that we are in earneft about iuiildl' ,, 
jcrufalem, the city ct here a!c the fepiilchrcs of | th''y ■will come upon us, and contrive many wa; - 
my fathers, arc ♦^iiiown down to the ground, I of obftru£luig our works ; that you vrili, in t!>i 
and that' its gates aic coniumed hy lire ; but ; iitll place, put you trull in God, as in Inni that 
do thou grant me the favour to go and build ; will allilt us againfl their hatred ; and'to in!cr- 
its wail, and to linhh (lie building of the tem- i mit building neither night nor day : but to ul 
Accoruin ,,’y tiic king gave hina a lig- i all diligence, and to hallen on the work, now 
nal, that he fictiy gratstetl him what he afsed ; c\e liave this efpecial opportunity for it.” When 
and told him, that he lluuiu! carry an epillle he had faid this, he gave order, that tlic lulu; 
to the governors, that they might pay him due rirould mcafure the wall, and part the work of 
honour, and alFoiti him 'wliatfocvcr aliiftance it among the people, according to their villages 
he v> anted, and as he pleafed. ‘‘ Leave off thy and cities, as every one’s ability Ikould ic(|mre. 
follow then, laid slie king, and be cheerful in And when he had added this promife, that 1 c 
the perh'nnaiu'c of thy oilice hereafter.” So himfelf, with Ids fervants, would aflili them, lie 
Neheiaiah wonlilppcdGod ; and gave the king diilblvcd the affembly. So the Jews piepaud 
thanks for hri promife, and cicaied up Ins fad for the'W'ork; That is the name they me called 
and cloudy coimteaanee, hy tlic ]!lcalurc he by from the day that they came up iioin Bah)- 
had from tlic khig’'. promiils. Accordingly Ion, which is taken from the tribe of Judah, 
the king calii d lor him the next day, and gave which came lirll to tliefe places, and thcni’c 
him anppililclo he cirried to Adcus, the gover- both they and the country gained that appdl.i- 
jjor of Syria, and Pheuicia, and Samaria ; where- tion. 

in he Pent to him, to pay due honour to Nche- 8. But now when tlic Ammonites, and 
miah, and to fupply him with what he wanted Moabites, and Samaritans, and all that inhabit- 
^or his building. | ed Celcfyria, heard that the building went on 

’ 7. Now, when he evas come to Babylon, and j apace, they took it hcinoully, and proceeded 
had taken with him many of his countrymen, j to lay fnarcs for them, and to hinder their in- 
J^ho voluntarily followed him, he came to Jo- j tentions. They alfo flew many of the Jews, 
rulakm in the twenty and fifth year of the ‘ and fouglit how they might deftroy Nehemiah 
reign of Xerxes ; And when he had flicwn the j himfelf, by hiring fome of the foreigners to kill 

epilllcs to God, he gave them to Aden-., and 1 him. They alfo put the Jews in fear, and dif- 
to the other govcimors. Pic alfo called togc- j turbed them, and fpread abroad rumours, as if 
ther all the people to Jeiufalem, and flood in | many nations were ready to make an expedi- 
thc midll of the temple, and made the follow- | tion againfl; them, by which means they were 
ing fpccch to them ; “ Yuu know, O Jew.-, that | harrafled, and had almoll left off the building: 
God hath kept our fathers, Abraham, .and Baac, i But none of thefe things could deter Nehemiah 
and Jacob, In mind 'continually; and for the ! from being diligent about the work; he only 
lake of thpir riglitcoufnefs hath not left oft' the i fet a number of men about him as a guard to 
rare of you: Indeed he hath a (lifted me in j his body, and fo unwearicdly perfevered there- 
gaining this authority of the king, to raife up in, and was infenfible of any trouble, out of 
our wall, and finlfti what is wanting of the . Pis 

* This fhewing king Xerxes’s epiftles to Coil, or laying wms for a memorial, to put him in mind of the enemies, 
them open before God in the temple, is very like the laying ^iu order to move that divme compaffion, and the prefent 
open die epillles of Sennacherib before him alfo by He- as a token of gratitude for mercies already received, as 
.'’ckiah, 2 Kings rnx. 14. Ifa. xxxvii. 14. altho’ this bit Ilavercamp well obferves on this place. 
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his delire to perfect this work. And thus' did 
he attentively, and with great forecaft, take 
care of his own I'afety ^ not that he feared death, 
t out of this perluaiion, that if he were dead, 
t!ic walls for his citizens would never I?e raifed. 
Me allo gave orders, that the builders fhould 
keep their ranks, and have their armour on 
while ntc y were building. Accordingly, the 
r,r lion Iiad his iVrord on, as well as he that 
hfvnight the materials for building, ile alio 
appointed, that their fliields ihould lie very near 
them ; and he placed trumpeters at every iive 
hundred feet, and charged them, that it their 
eneinics appeared they Ihould give notice of it 
to the people, 'hat they might light in their 
armour, and their enemies might not fill upon 
them naketh He alto went about the eoinpafs 
ot the city by night, being never ditcouraged, 
neither about the w'ork itl'elf, nor about his 
own diet and ileep; for he made no ufe of thole 
tilings for his plcai'urc, hut out of needhty. 
And this trouble he underwent for " two years 
and four months : for in lo lonir a time was 

O 

the wall built, in the twenty-eighth year of the 
reign of Xerxes, in the ninth montii. Now 
when the walls were fmilhed, Nehcmiah aatl 
the multitude offered faerilices to God for the 
building of them, and they continued in fcall- 
iiig eight days. However, when the nadons 
which dwelt in Syria heard that the building of 
tlic w'all was liuilhed, they had indignation at 
it; But when Nehcmiah law that the city was 
full of people, he exhorted the prielbs and the 
Levites, that they wmuld leave the country, 

* It may not be very improper to rein irk lore, with 
wh.U an unufual accuiMcy Jol'ephus determines tliefe yean, 
of Xerxes, in wliieii the walls of Jenifalem were built, 
viz. that Nehcmiah e.imc with his cominilhon in the 
25th of Xerxes ; that tlie walls were two years fonr 
months in building and that-they were liniihed 0:1 the 
28th of Xerxes, § 7, 8. It may alfo be remarked fartlitir, 
that Jofephus hardly ever mentions more than one infal¬ 
lible allronomical charaftcr; I mean an cclipfe of the 
moon, and this, a little before r!ie death of Herod ilie 
Gceat, Antiq. 31 . XVII. ch. vi. § 4. Now on tliefe two 
^tu-oiiological cli iiaclers in great meafure depend fum ; of 
i^t':e mpll important points belonging to Chiillianity, lA-,. 

1 tlie txplie.Uion of Daniel’s 70 weeks, and the duration 
of our Saviour’s minilbry, and the time of his death, in 
correfpondence to thofe 70 weeks. Sec the Supplement 
•. ) the Lit. Accoinp. of I’roph. p. 72. 
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and remove thcmfclvcs to the city, and there 
conthuK-; and he built them houl'cs at If.s (ovti 
expenees : ami he coininan Jed that pair of the 
people.which were.umpioved i.i ctdiivating tlie 
r laud, to bring thv: tklte:; of then- iVuits to jeru- 
' l.dein, that tb.c pricll; a'lP Levites, having 
j wlicrcof they mi;>;ht live pcrpeLu.illy, !.','t:;hc 
not leave tlu: dtvtne woiihip ; who williuoly 
hearkened to the cunflitulion.; of Nehcmiah, 
j by wliieh means the eily jenifilem came to he 
liillcr of people tlian it was hefoiv. 80 when 
; Mehemhah had done many other excellent 
things, and things worthy of eommcmlation, 
in a gloriot:;; manner, ho* came to a great age, 
and then died. He was a man of a good and 
a righteous dirpofuion, and very ainliitioiis to 
make his own nation happy ; and lie hath left 
the w'alls of Jerulalem as an eternal monument 
for himlelf. Now thi. was done in the day, 
of Xerxes. 


C H A lb VJ. 

Couccnmig KJllci\ and MonLiai, a/ul I la man : 
yind hoxv., ta the Raini oj' yh laxcrxcs^ the 
xeb'/'u: Nation of the yexx’s xvas in Danger oJ' 

I pcTijhing. 

§ I. \ FT HR the death of Xo xes, the 
kingdom came to he transferred to 
his fun Gyrus, whom ihe Greeks called elrtax- 
erxes. When tins man had obtained (he go¬ 
vernment over the Pcrlians, tlie whole- f ji.itiun 
5 A of 

f Since fome fceptical perfons sre willing to difcurd 
this book of EAIicr .13 no true hillory ; and ; ven (un¬ 
learned and judicious Dr Wall, m liis hue u'l!'us 

iritLcal notes upon all the other {Icb'cw hooh-i ui (l.e Oh; 
Teltamcid, gives us time upon the C-ntuds.., <,■: sp-iu 
Lfther, and feems thereby t<) give up ti'is liouk, as well 
as he gives up the C.intick's, as iud, o i.hble : I liiail 
venture to fay, that aimoi'l all the o jcct;ms agai^d this 
book of Efthcr are gone at once, if, as v. e cm lainly ought 
to do, and as Dean I'rideaux has jiiitly dune, v. e phcfs 
this hiltory under Artaxerxes Longirnanu-:, as li-ith budi 
the Septuagint intcrjirctei 1 and Joiepi.us. d’ite Icai ned 
Dr Lee, in his p'dihunmus difl'ertariun on tl,.- I’.vcinil 
hook of Efdras, p. 25. aifo fays, T 1 at ' h ■ (r-jth of fliis 
hillory is demonllratcd by the fealt ol I’liii-n, kept 
up from that time to tliis very day; And ih'.. fuipuling 

pro- 
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of the Jews, with their wives and children, were 
in danpjer of periihing; tlic occafion whereof 
we iha!] thclarc in a little time ; for it is proper, 
in th(* iiih place, to exphiiii I'omcwhat relating 
to tiiii'. king, and how tie came to marry a 
(ewiih wife, wiu) was lierfelf of the royal 
iamily al'o, and wlio is related to have laved 
our nation ; for v/Iien Artaxerxes had taken 
tile kingdom, and had let governor;', over the 
iiundred twenty ami levcn provinces, from In¬ 
dia even unto Etltii'jiia, in the third year of Ifis j 
reign, he made a eodly feail for his friend.,, and 
for the nations of I’crha, and for their govern¬ 
ors, Inch an one as was proper for a king to 
make, when he had a mind to make a public 
dcmonflration of his riches, and this for an 
hundred and lourfcore Jays ; after wdiicli, he 
made a fcail for other nations, and lor their 
amballador;., at Shutlian, for Icven days. Now 
this fcail was ordered alter the manner follow¬ 
ing: He c.iulcd a te.it to he pitched, which 
was fupjiorted hy jfiliars of gold and fdver, 
with curtains (.f linen and purple fpread over 
them, that it might allurd. room for many ten 
thoLifauds to lit down, Tlic cups with which 
the waiters minillred w'cre of gold, and adorn¬ 
ed with pirccious Hones, lor jilcalure and for 
light. Me alio gave order tti the fervants, that 
*hcy Ihonhl nut loree them to drink, by bring¬ 
ing them wine continually, as is ihe pradtlce 
ot tiio reiluins, hut to pennit every one of ttic 
g'.U'lls to enjuv tliciTiihlvcs according loins own 
iuclin.ition. Moi cover, he lent mcllengers i 
through the country, aiu! gave order that they ! 

-.l-iit; il vi-v<.!nt'on in f-ivijiir c.iptive pC' ilicve- 

ti y c':n'l.i!.tly c oiiiricnujr.ai .!, I Cm i.'cili c\ cn ’,i|. on . r;ri’icr j 
h.U.-i tli.in ih.u cv i \ms iiieli a ir.an • ! Ino /tloc- ! 

.'iicler [the etiv.iLj in the \\orld, of wliuie in'/ii there is 
..o ltK.il .ibuliDy, ni('!niiin;n; at tlii-. da/ to iji, touiiil any 

or any^otl) r oi li.e l.'.'rc,! Iiilloric.-;, I n i it a t-ery I'.il'y 
.n.’UC'' lo I'.'cotii if* tin I'.Cleic a aeeonnt.'t n ineli were aiven ■ 

o , 

'ey .,1 ll.c .e.l..ii;. ol tli't:; fine, ei m toniinn ,::iy | 

one l.i; i oi i',i . v. f.u.e.er with ti.e I'.nne i vlile.nee wliieli is ' 

Iicrc P.ut'i lo' >; 1"-.;;., ipal l,RC ill til.- ihneh book, or ' 

o'.'eo to in; e- to yo.c ih- c\iiten.:i ol fnJi a perhm, ! 
.1 wCi);;'. io TOO .ai.io. .o'e ul.itoii, bo! on el a r.i: il i ii ! 

bo' 's ().■ of louii ot I'a.liM'. (.\ . it i. pi.iteh in : 

oei ■ 1 ; [Ol 1 ;o.; .■ i, .o'U topi, , ..I the Vul.;ne) to be a I 

,ii .!l U a o' ; ■; . iiob '; e . 1 
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fnould have a reraiffion of their labours, and 
flrould keep a feftival many days, on accouni. 
of itis kingdom. In like manner did V; 
the queen gather her guells together, and r 
them a feall in the palace. Now the king 
dclirous to fhew her, who exceeded all < 
wmmen in beauty, to thole that feallcd with 
him, and fent feme to command her to come 
to his feall. But Ihe, out of regard to tie' 
laws of the I’erlians, which ’ forbid the wivc > 
1 ') be feen by llrangcrs, did not go to the king • 
.md though he oftentimes lent the eunuchs to 
her, Ihe did ueverthelefs Hay away, and rcluled 
to come, till the king was fo much irritated, 
that he brake up the entertainment, and rofe 
up, and called for thofe feven who had the in¬ 
terpretation of the laws committed to them, 
and accufed his wife, and faid, that he had been 
aflVonted hy lier, hccaulc, when llic war. Irc- 
qucntly called by him to his fcafl, Ihc did not 
obey him once. He therefore gave order, that 
they Ihould inform him what could be done by 
the law againll her. So one of them, whole 
name w'as Memucan^ faid, I'hat “ this aff'rmit 
was oft'ered, not to him alone, but to all the 
Perlians, who were in danger of leading thcii 
lives very ill with their wives, if they uuiH he 
thus dclpiled by them ; for that none of then 
wives would have any reverence for their 
huHiands, if they had Inch an example of ar¬ 
rogance in the queen towards thcc, wlio ndcH 
over all.” Accordingly, he exhorted him to 
punilli her, who had been g^uilty of fo great an 

affront 

■' If the C!i;uc!ee Pnrspbrafl be in the riglii, dint Ar- 
(nxerxt s iiiletidul to lliew Valbti to bis guci'is n.il.L'd, it is 
no wonder at all tliat ihe would not fuhniit to fncli an in ■ 
diyniiy ■, but iliil if it were not fo piols as tliat, vet tniylit 
it, in ti 0 kinp’s cups, be dojic in a way fo indecent, as' 

conin.oii lavs of niodelty. And th.,t the kinj; bad fnne 
kieli ih liyn fsems not iinprob.iblc ; for otlicrwilc, the prin ¬ 
cipal ('t theft royal jpacilstonld be tio llr.inpers to the .jneen, 
not unippiitcd of her beituty, fo far a,. Ceaeiii. y aihniltyd. 

! h'werer, linee providence was now puriiip the v, ..y tU., 
iIr Introduction of-a jewel;, ittto the kitij;’;, .illcdlioip-, in 
order to hriag aht'tif one of the moil veoiuhil rl deh've'r- 
ance's -i,!!;- h tlie jewifh or any n.ition ever had, vve itce.l 
not be n.'^Loer (ohcitou.s .iboot the ni niies 1)\ which t'.e 
;.i;’s: inducvd to di\ur..;e ''alini, and marry tdlhev. 
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affront to him, after a fevefc manner ; and 
when he had lo done, to publilh to the nations 
’ at had been decreed about the queen. So 
refolution was, to put Valhti away, and to 
e her dignity to another woman. 

2. But the king, Jiaving been fond of her, 
... 1 not v/e!l bear a feparation, and yet by the j 
law iic'touki not admit of a reconciliation ; fo ! 
;te was under trouble, as not having it in his 
power lo to do. But when his friends law him : 
lo uncafy, they advifed him to call tl •: menue -, 
o'l his wire, and his love lor her, out ol his mimJ, i 
hut to lend abroad over all the habitable earth, | 
and to learch out lor comely virgins, and to 
take her whom he Ihould bell: like for his wife, 
becaule his palhon for his former wife would j 
be (lueiiched by the introduOlion of another, | 
and the kindnels he had for Valhti would be ' 
witlidrawn Irom her, and be placed on her that | 
was with him. Accordinglv, he was perluaded I 
to follow this advice, and gave order to certain j 
perfons, to clnile out of tlie virgins that were ! 
in his kingdom thole that were elteemed the [ 
rnolh comely. So when a great number of | 
thelf virgins were gathered together, there was 
iound a damfel in Babylon, both whole jiarcnts 
were deail, and Ihe was brought up with her 
uncle IVlordecai, tor that was her uncle’s name. 
This uncle wais of the tribe of Benjamin, and 
v;as one of tire priiicipal perfons among the 
Jews. Now it proved llrat this dainlcl, whm'e 
name was Kflbcr^ was the moft hcantifiil ot all 
the red, and that the grace of Irer countenance 
drew the epos of the ipettatims principally up¬ 
on her : So Ihe was committed to one ol tlic 
eunuchs, to take the care td her ; and Hie was j 
very exatily provided witli Iwcct odours, tn | 
great plenty, and with codly ointments, hich > 
as her bod V required to bo anointed withal ; aiul 
tkls was uled for iix m.onths by the virgins, wliu 
were in number four tumdred. And when the 
cunucli ihougl.t the virgins had been fidicient- : 
iyjnirilied, in the forc-niciUioncd time, a;id ! 

Twerc !i*ow lit lo go to tlie king's bed, be iem ; 

I i’.iv:-) .'lis !a'w any onc’j ( fCi- j 

iTiy uiicallet! U) li'C ki ias i)f Peifi.i wiRti tiRV were fahii,' 
ni their rhuinr ] ’.v.t. hril t.ai.Ktc(l by IV, iuccs [/. r. by inai ( 
wli.i iiril r.iU'di '’.v :i;. Vied..- m <>1 ! 


one to be with the king every day. So when 
he bad accompanied wdth licr, be lent her back 
to the eunuch ; and when iihher bad come to 
him, he was ])leafed with licr. and fell in love 
i with the damfel, and married her, and made 
, her his lawful wife, and kept a wcxlding feali 
for her on the twelfth moiith of llic ieventh 
’’ year of his reign, which ivas called Adar. He 
alio lent anaan^ as they arc called, or mef- 
\ jcngcrs, unto every nation, and gave orders 
dint they liioukl keep a feali for his marriage, 
while h.c hlmlelf treated the rcrlians, and the 
iMcdcs, and the jirincipal men of the nations, 
for a whole month, on account of tliis liis mar¬ 
riage. Accortlingly, hdlhcr came to his royal 
palace, and he let a diadem on her bead : And 
thus w'as Ellher married, without making 
known to the king what nation ihe was derived 
from. Her uncle alii) removed Irom Babylon 
to Shnlhan, ami dwelt tlicrc, being every day 
about tlie palace, and cnq’.iiri.ng- how the damlel 
dit!; for he loved licr as though Ihc liad been 
his own daughter. 

3. Now the king had made " a law, that 
none of his own people ihould apjiroaeh him, 
unlcls lie were called, wlicn he lat upon hia 
throne ; and tnen, with axes in tlicir liamls, 
i Hood round about bis thrmic, in oidcr to pun- 
idv llich as ajiproaclu'd to liim without being 
called. However, the king fat with a golden 
I Iceptcr in his hand, wliicii be held out when 
I he had a mind to i.ivc any one of thole that 
I approached to him Avithouf being ca’Icd r and 
' he wdio touched it was free fjum daiiger. But 
, ol this matter wc have dikmiirlcd ItiJlicientiv, 
j 4. SojM]' time after tliis [tv-'o eunuchs] ib’i;- 
thau aju! Tevclh jtlotted againd the king ; .md 
: Barnabazus, the lervant o.t one o! the '.mme’is, 
being by birth a )cw, w.is accunnnled I' ith their 
conipiracy, and difeo'/cred it lo the cynccn’s 
uncle; and Mordc'-.n liy the means of iihher, 
made the conipirattHT, k.iovui to the kitm. 
j 'hhio tronided the king; I,at he d'Jeo’n r;.d wc 
j t.o'n, 

i Artyrlin.s, and bi.'avn ]';i r- ti n . .•■o; 
j ai.'o, fay:; Spaiil.aini, t'-, ,p, 'anb, \ . 1: 
i ib'.- tb.'fina ft' i\ 1,11' . n-.i'.i 

i bv lb.-in bn . ; = •; 'S ' ' 

^ t 
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truth, and hanged the eunuchs upon a crofs ; 1 
while at that time he gave no reward to Mor- ! 
-decai, who had been the occalion of his pre- j 
fervation. He on!/ bid theferibes to let down j 
his name in the records, and bid him Itay in the 
palace, as* an intimate friend of the king. 

5. Now there was one Haman, the fon of 
Amedatha, by birth an Amaiekitc, that ufed 
•to go in to the king; and the foreigners and 
Perlians worfliipped him, as Art.ixerxes had 
commanded, that I'uch honour (hould be paid 
to him ; but Mordecai was fo wife, and lo ob- 
terVant of his own country’s laws, that he would 
not * worffiip the man. When Flaman ob- 
ferved this, he entptired whence he came ? 
.and when he underltood that he was a Jew, 
he had indignation at him, and faid within 
himfelf. That “ whereas the Perfians, who were 
Free men, worflaipped him ; this man, who was 
-no better than a Have, docs not vouclifafc to 
-do fo.” And when lie dclired to punilh Mor- 
.-decai, he th.ought it too fmall a thing to rc- 
.queft of the king that he alone might be pu- 
nilhed, he rather determined to aboliflt the 
whole nation ; for he was naturally an enemy 
to the Jews, becaufe the nation of the Amalc- 
kiles, of which he was, had been deftroyed by i 
them. Accordingly, he came to the king, and j 
accufed them, faying, “ There is a certain 1 
wicked nation, and it i;: difperfed over all the , 
habitable earth that was under his dominion; ' 
a nation fepara.te from others, uni'ociable, nci- i 
ther-admitting the fame fort of divine worlhip 1 
that others do, nor ufmg laws like to the laws of j 
others ; at enmity with thy people, and with all 
men, both in their manners and pradlices. 
Now if thou wile be a bcnefadlor to tby fub- 
jcris, thou wilt give order to dcllroy them ut¬ 
terly, aud not Icas'c the leaft remains of them, 
nor [irelervc any of them, either for flaves, or 
lor captives.” But that the king might not be 
damnified by the lofs of the tributes which the 

Whct'ier this ador.Uioa required of Mordecai to Ha- 
ina’i were by )iim deemed too like the adoration due only 
io Cod, as jcfephu.s feems here to think, as well as the 
Scptuajiiit interpreters alio, by their tranflation of Ellh. 
xiii. 12, 1;, I.], or whether he tliought ho ought to 


Jews paid him, Haman propofed to give himi 
out of his own eftate, forty thoufand talents 
whenfoever he plcafed ; and he faid, he would 
pay this money very willingly, that the kirn- 
dom might be freed from fuch a misfortune. 

6. When Haman had made this petition, 
the king both forgave him the money, aud 
granted him the men, to do what he would 
with them. So Hainan, having gained wh;C 
he dclired, lent out immediately a decree, as 
from the king, to all nations; the contents 
whereof were thefe : “ Artaxerxes the great 
king, to the rulers of the hundred twenty and 
feveii provinces, from India to Ethiopia, fends 
this writing: Whereas I have governed many 
nations, and obtained the dominion of all the 
habitable earth, according to my delire, and 
have not been obliged to do any thing that is 
infolent or.cruel to my fubjedls by fuch my 
power, but have Ihewn myfelf mild and gen¬ 
tle, by taking care of their peace and good or¬ 
der, and have fought how they might enjoy 
thofc bleffings for all time to come; And 
whereas I have been kindly informed by Ha¬ 
man, -who, on account of his prudence, and 
jultice, is the lirft in my efteem, and in digni¬ 
ty, and only lecond to myfelf, for his fidelity 
and conftant good-will to me, that there is an 
• ill-natured nation intermixt with, all mankind, 
that is averfe to our laws, and not fuhjedf to 
kings, and of a difi'erent condud: of life from 
others; that hateth monarchy, and of a dilpo- 
fition that is pernicious to our affairs: I give 
order that all thefe men, of whom Haman, 
our fecond iiither, hath informed us, be de¬ 
ftroyed, with their wives and children, and that 
none of them be fpared, and that none prefer 
pity to them before obedience to this decree. 
And this I will to be executed on the. fourteenth 
day of the twelfth month of this prefent year, 
that fo, when all that have cinnity to us arc de¬ 
ftroyed, 

pay no fort of adoration to an Amaiekitc, ■whicli natio'h^ 
had been fuch (Treat finncrs, as to have been univt-rfally 
devoted to dellruflion by Cod hinr/eif, E.vod. xvii. !•)., 
15, 16. z Sam. XV. 18. or whether both caufes concurrctl, 
cannot now I doubt be entirely determined. 
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flroycd, and th-is in one day, we may be al¬ 
lowed to lead the reft of our lives in peace here¬ 
after.” Now when this decree was brought 
tt. the cities, and to the country, all were rea¬ 
dy for the deftruddion and entire abolifhment 
of the Jews againft the day before-mentioned ; 
and the^ were very hafty about it at Shunian 
in particula?r Accordingly, the king artd Ha- 
man fpent their time in feafting together with 
good cheer and wine, but the city was in dif- 
order. 

y. Now when Mordccai was informed of 
what was done, he rent his deaths, and put 
on fackcloth, and fprinkled afhes upon his head, 
and went abou.. the city, crying out. That “ a 
nation that had been injurious to no man was 
to be deftroyed.” And he went on faying thus 
as far as to the king’s {)'ilace, and there he ftood ; 
for it was not lawful for hinr to go into it in 
that habit. The fame thing was done by all 
the Jews that were in the feveral cities where¬ 
in this decree was publirtied, with lamentation 
and mourning, on account of the calamities 
denounced againft them. But as foon as cer¬ 
tain perfons had told the queen, that Mordecai 
ftood before the court in a mourning habit, ftie 
was difturbed at this report, and fent out fuch 
as fliould change his garments ; but when he 
could not be induced to put off his fackcloth, 
becaufe the fad occafion that forced him to put 
it on was not yet cealed, fhe called the eunuch 
Acratheus (for he was then prefent) and fent 
him to Mordecai, in order to know of him 
what fad accident had befallen him, for which 
he was in mourning, and would not put off 
the habit he had put on, at her defirc. Then 
did Mordecai inform the eunuch of the occa¬ 
fion of his mourning, and of the decree which 
was fent by the king into all the country, and of 
the promife of money whereby Haman bouglrt 
the deftruition of their nation. He alfo gave 
him U'copy of what was proclaimed at Shuflian, 
tg^ be carried to Efther ; and he charged her to 
petition the king about this matter, and not to 
I thiiftc it a dilhonourable thing in her to put on 
* an humble liabit, for the fafety of her nation, 
wherein flac might deprecate the ruin of the 
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Jews, who were in danger of it ; for that Ha¬ 
inan, whofe dignity was only inferior to that 
of the king, had accul'ed the Jcv,'s, and had irri¬ 
tated the king againft (hem. When flie was 
informed of this, flic fent to Mordccr/i again, 
and told him, that flie was not calk’d by tlie 
king, and that lie who goes in to him -without 
being called is to he flain, unlefs when he is 
willing to favc any one he holds out his golden 
feeptre to him ; but that to u h.omfoever he 
does fo, altliough he go in without being cal¬ 
led, that periun is io far from licing flain, that 
he obtains pardon, and is entirely prelcrvcd. 
Now when the eunuch carried thismclfage from 
lillher to Mordecai, he had him alfo tell her, that 
flie muft not only jirovide for licr own prefer- 
vation, but for the common prefervatioii of her 
nation ; for that if ihe now ncgltkled this op¬ 
portunity, there would certainly arife help to 
them from God fome other way, hut flic and 
her father’s hoiilc would be deftroyed by thofe 
whom flic now clefjiifed. But Efther i'ent the 
very fame eunuch hack to Mordecai [to deftre 
him] to go to Shulhan, and fo gather the Jews 
that were there together to a congregation, to 
faft, and abftain from all forts of food on her 
account, and to [let him know that] fhe with 
her maidens would do the fame ; and then 
flic promifed that flie would go to the king, 
though it were againft the law, and that if flie 
muft die for it flic would not refufe it. 

8. Accordingly, Mordecai did as Efther 
had enjoined him, and made the people faft; 
and he befought God, together with them, 
“ Not to overlook his nation, particularly at 
this time, when it was going to he deftroyed; 
but that, as he liad often before pre vided for 
them, and forgiven them, when they had fin¬ 
ned ; fo he would now deliver them from that 
deftrudfion which was denounced againft them ; 
for although it was not all the nation that had 
offended, yet muft (hey fo inglorioufly he flain ; 
and that he was himfcll the occalion of the 
j wrath of Haman, becaufe, faid he, 1 chd not 
worfliip him, nor could I emlure to pay tha.t 
honour to him which I ufed to pay to (Iku, O 
5B ' Lord', 
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.LnvJ ; for upon that his anger hath ho con¬ 
trive] thl^ prei'en* inilchief againfi; thole that 
Slave not tranfgreiTcd thy laws.” 'Flic fame 
fuppiications did the multitude put up ; and in- 
treated that God would provide for their deli¬ 
verance, and free the Iliaelitcs, that v.'crc in all 
the earth, from this calamity which was now 
coming upon thtim ; for they had it before their 
eyes, and expeiled its coming. Accordingly, 
F.flher made fupi'iliratlnn to God after the man¬ 
ner of her country, by calling herfeif down upon 
the earth, and putting on lier mourning gar¬ 
ments, and bidding faicwcl to meat and drink, 
and all delicacies, for three days time; and flae 
intreated God to have mcicy upon her, and 
make her words appear periuafivc to the king, 
and render her countenance more beautiful than 
it wa.-> before, that both by her words and beau¬ 
ty 11 le might fncceed, for the averting of tb.e 
king’s anger, in cafe bo were at all irritated 
againfi her, and for the confolation of thole of 
her own country, now they were in the ut- 
moft clanger of pcrilliing ; as alfo that he would 
excite an hatred in the king againfi the ene¬ 
mies of the Jews, and thofe that had contri¬ 
ved tlieir future deflriuElion, if they proved to 
be contemned by him. 

(). When Eflhcr had nfod this fnppiication 
^')r three days, fltc put off thofe girmcitts, and 
ih.mgcd her habit, and adorned herfeif as be¬ 
came a (jiicen, and took two' of her hand¬ 
maids with her ; the one of which fupported 
her, as fltc gently leaned upon her, and the 
odier followed after, and lift up her large train 
(which fwri')!- along the ground) with the ex- 
tivinities of her fingei s; And thus Ihc came to 
tiie king, having a binlhing rednefs in her cenn- 
tenanee, with a plcafant agrceablenels in her 
ht’- ivionr, yet did fhc go in to him with fear; 
and as foon as Ihe was come over againfi him, 
as he was fiulug on his throne, in his royal ap¬ 
parel, which was a garment interwoven with 
goltl and precious flones, which made himfeem 
to her more terrible., efpecully when he looked 
ill her rouaewhat fevercly, and with a counte- 
n mcc on fire with anger, her joints failed her 
’ mmcdi.itcly, out of the dread die was in, and 
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die fell down fideways in a fwoon : but the 
king changed his mind, which happened, as I 
fuppofe, by the will of God, and was concern¬ 
ed for his wife, left her fear fhoiild bring 
very ill thing- upon her; and he leaped 
his throne, and took her in his arms, an 
coveied her, hy embracing her, and Jpe 
comfoT-tably to her, and exhortinif her to oe fd 
good cheer, and not to lulpcFl any thing that 
was f;d on account of her cominc- to him ivith.- 
out being called, hccaule that law w.ss made 
for fuhjcFls; but that Ihc, who was a (jueen, 
as well as he a king, might he entirely fecurc ; 
and as he faid this, he put the letptcr into her 
hand, and laid his rod upon her neck, on ac¬ 
count of the law ; and fo freed her from her 
fe'ar. And after fhe liad recovered hcrlelf by 
thefe encouragements, fhe faid, “ My Lord, it 
is not eafy for me, on the fudden, to fay wh;rt 
hath happened; for as foon as I fav/ thee to be 
great, and comely, and terrible, my fpirit de¬ 
parted from me, and I had no foul left in me.” 
And while it was with difhculry, and in a low 
voice, that fhe could kiy thus much, the king 
was in a great agony and diforder, and en¬ 
couraged Eflher to be of good cheer, raid to 
expedi better fortune, fince he was ready, if oc- 
cafion fhould require it, to grant to her the half 
of his kingdom. Accordingly ERher defired, 

I that he and his friend Hainan would come t(» 
j her to a banquet; for flie faid fhc had prepared 
j a fupper for him. He confented to it; and 
when they were there, as they were drinking, 
he bid ERher to “ let him know -what flie de¬ 
fired ; for that fhc fhould not be difappointed, 
though file fhould defire the half of his king¬ 
dom.” But fhe put off the difeovery of her 
petition till the next day, if he would come 
again, together with Hainan, to her banquet. 

10. Now when the king had prmnifed fo.l© 
do, Hainan went away very glad, becaufe he 
alone had the honour of Ripping wkh the king 
at ERher’s banquet, and bccaufe no one elfe 
partook of the fame honour with kings but 
himfclf: yet, when he faw Mordecai in the 
court, he -was very much difplcafed; for he 

paid 
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paid him no manner of rcfped when he faw 
him. So he went home, and called for his 
'wife Zerefli, and his friends; and when they 
■ come, he flrevved them what honour he 
oyed, not only from the king, but from the 
■en alfo ; for as he alone had that clay fupped 
li together' with the king, fo was he al- 
V) invited a^in for the next day ; yet, faid h?, 
:»!ic i not pleafed to fee Mordccai the Jew in 
court. Hereupon, his wife Zerefli adviled 
jiim to give order, that a gallows diould he 
made, fifty cubits high, and that in the rnorn- 
mg iiC fnould afl; it of the king, that Mordccai 
might be hanged thereon. So he commended 
her advice, and gave order to his fervants to 
prepare the gallows, and to place it in tlie 
court, for the puniOiment of Mordccai thcrcfin, 
wl'.ich was accordingly prepared. But Cod 
laughed to (corn the wicked expectations of 
Hainan ; and as he knew what the event would 
!)C, he was delighted at it; for that night he took 
away tlic king’s flecp: And as the king was 
not willing to iofa the time of his lying awake, 
but to fpend it in fomething that might be of 
advantage to his kingdom, he commanded the 
fcrlbc to bring him the chronicles of the former 
kings, and the records of his own aclions; and 
when he had brought them, and was reading 
them, one was found to have received a coun¬ 
try, on account of his excellent management on 
a certain occafion, and the name of the coun¬ 
try was fet down ; another was found to have 
had a prefent made him, on account of his 
fidelity ; then the feribe came to Bigthan and 
Terefli, the eunuchs that had made a confpi- 
racy againft the king, which Mordccai had 
difeovered; and when the feribe faid no more 
hut that, and was going on to another hiftory, 
the king ftopped him, and enquired, “ Whe- 
rfrer it was not added, that Mordccai had a 
reward given him ?” and when he faid, there 
was no fuch addition, he bid him leave off; 
jvnd he enquired of thofe that were appointed 
for that purpofc, what hour of the night it 
was’? and when he was informed that it was 
already day, he gave or^der, that if they found 
any one of his friends already come, and ftand- 
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ing before the court, t’my lliou-.d tci! hi.p. Now 
it bnppcned that Hamau w.i.s found tUcr:- ; for 
he Vv'a., come Iboner than ordinary', lo pelirion 
tb.c Ifmg to have Mordccii pul to dc.it'j : And 
Vv’bcu the (ervants fail!, tiuU Hainan w^s bcfciM 
the court, liC liid them call him iu ; and v.dv. 11 
he was come in, he faid, “ Bcoaufe I knt>w tlnu 
tiio'i art my only fad friend, I dciire tlicc to 
give me advice, how I may Iior.our one thar 
I greatly love, and that aticr a manner halahlc 
to my magiiiiiccnce.” Now Hainan rcafoned 
with Ifuni'clf, that wluit opinion he fhould give, 
it would he for hiinfeU', lince it was lie aiom 
who wasf’ielovcd by the king; lo he gave that 
advice Vvdiich he tiiOLn’^ht (d all other the lied ; 
For he faid, “ If thou wouldell Iruiy lionour a. 
man wliom thou fayeli tliou doit love, gi\ e 01 - 
der that he may ride on hoiichack, willi the 
lame garment on wliich thou wearefe, and with 
a gold chain about F.is neck ; and ic! one cd' thy 
intimate iriend-; jg) before him, and prodaini 
through the whole city, that wdiolocvcr tlie 
king honourctli, ohtaincth this inarJt of his 
honour.” This wa;. the advice which Idamau 
gave, out of a hij/pofil that fuch reward would 
come to hiniieif. FIereu]''Ou, the king was 
plcal'cvl with the advice, and laid, “ Ho thou, 
thcreiore ; ior thou haft the horfe, the garment, 
and the chain ; allt for Mordccai the Jew, and 
give him thofe things, and go hdorc his horfe, 
and proclaim accordingly ; for, faid he, thou 
art my intiur.itc, and halt given me good ad¬ 
vice : be thou then the miniltcr of vdiat thou 
hall advifed me to. This fliall he his reward 
Iroin us, for preferving my life.” When he 
lieard this order, which was enlitely uncxpedlcd, 
he was confounded in his mind, and knew 
not what to do. However, he went out, and 
and led the horfe, and took the purple gar¬ 
ment, and the golden chain for the neck, and 
finding Mordccai before the court, clothed ir 
fackcloth, he bid him put that garment oh', 
and put the purple garment on; But Mordc¬ 
cai, not knowing tlie truth of the matter, hut 
thinking that it v/as done in mockery, liud, 
“ O thou wretch, the vilefl of all mankind. 
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doll thou thus laugh at our calamities ?” But 
•when he was fatislied that the king bellowed 
this honour upon him, for the deliverance he 
had procured him when he convided the 
eunuchs who had conlj)ired againll him, he 
put on that purple garment which the king ah 
ways wore, and put the chain about Ids neck, 
and got on horfeback, and went round the city, 
while Haman went before, and proclaimed, 
“ Tdiis lhall be the reward which the king 
will bellow on every one whom he loves, and 
elleems worthy of honour.” And when they 
had gone round the city, Mordecai went in 
to the king ; but Haman went home, out of 
fliame, and informed his wife and friends with 
what had happened, and this with tears; who 
faid. That “ he would never be able to be 
revenged on Mordecai; for that God was with 
him.” 

11. Now while thefe men were thus talking 
one to one another, b'.llher’s eunuchs haftened 
Haman away to come to fupper: But one of the 
eunuchs, named Sabuchadas^ faw the gallows 
that was fixed in Haman’s houfe, and enquir¬ 
ed of one of his fervants for what purpofe they 
had prepared it ? So he knew that it was'for 
the queen’s unck, becaufc Haman was about 
to petition the king that he might be punilhed, 
but at prefent he held his peace. Now when 
the king, with Haman, were at the banquet, 
he delired the queen to tell him what gift Ihe 
delired to obtain, and alfured her, that Ihe 
Iliould have whatfoever flie had a mind to. 
She then lamented the danger her people were 
in; and faid. That “Ihe and her nation were 
given up to be dcllroyed, and that flic on that 
account made this her petition ; That Ihe would 
not liave troubled him if he had only given or¬ 
der that they fhould be fold into bitter fervitude, 
for Inch a misfortune would not have been in¬ 
tolerable ; blit file delired that they might be 
delivered from fuch a deftrudion.” And when 
the king enquired of her, who was the author 
of this mifery to them ? fhe then openly accu- 
fed flanian, and convidted him, that he had 
been the wicked inllrument of this, and had 
formed this plot againfl them. When the king 
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was hereupon in diforder, and was gone halli- 
ly out of the banquet into the gardens, Haman 
began to intercede with Eflher, and to befeech 
her to forgive him, as to what he had olfend- 
ed ; for he perceived that he was in a very bad 
cafe. And as he had fallen upon the queen’s 
bed, and was making fupplication to her, the 
king came in, and being ftill mdi'e provoked 
at what he faw, “ O thou wretch, faid he, thou 
vileft of all mankind, doll thou aim to force my 
wife ?” And when Haman was aftoniflied at 
this, and not able to fpeak one word more, 8a- 
buchadas the eunuch came in, and accufed Ha¬ 
man, and faid, “ He found a gallow^s at his 
houfe prepared for Mordecai; for that the fer- 
I vant told him fo much, upon his enquiry, when 
! he was lent to him to call him to fupper.” He 
faid farther, “ That the gallows •vwis fifty cubits 
high Which when the king heard, he de¬ 
termined that Haman Ihould be punilhed af¬ 
ter no other manner than that which had been 
devifed by him againll Mordecai: fo he gave 
order immediately that he fhould be hung upon 
thole gallows, and be put to death after that 
manner. And from hence I cannot forbear to 
admire God, and to learn hence his wifdom 
and his juftice, not only in punilhing the wick- 
ednefs of Haman, but in fo difpofmg it, that 
he fhould undergo the very fame punifhment 
which he had contrived for another; as alfo, 
becaufe thereby he teaches others this lelTon, 
that what mifehiefs any one prepares againft 
another, he, without knowing of it, firll con¬ 
trives againll himfelf. 

12. Wherefore Haman, who had immo 
deratcly abufed the honour he had from the 
king, was dellroyed after this manner j and the 
king granted his ellate to the queen. He alfo cal¬ 
led for Mordecai (for Ellher had informed him 
that fltc was a-kiri to him), and gave that liqg 
to Mordecai which he had before given to Ha¬ 
man. The queen alfo gave Haman’s ellate to 
Mordecai; and prayed the king to deliver tl\e 
nation of the Jews from the fear of death, and 
(hewed him what had been written over ah the 
country by Haman, the fon of Ammedaiha; 
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for that if her country wtre deftroyed, and 
her countrymen were to pcrifli, flie could not 
bear to live herfclf any longer. So the king 
promifed her, that he would not do any thing 
that Ihoiild be difagreeable to her, nor con- 
laadi£t what flae delired; but he bid her write 
what Ihe plcafed about the Jews, in the king’s 
name, ahcT leal it with his feal,and feud it to 
4 i! 1 his kingdom ; for that thofe who read cpil- 
tlcs, whole authority is lecured by having the 
king’s feal to them, would no way contradibl 
what was written therein. So he command¬ 
ed the king’s feribes to be fent for, and to 
write to the nations, on the Jews behalf, and 
to his lieutenants, and governors, that were 
over Ills hundred twenty and feven provinces, 
from India to Ethiopia. Now the contents of 
this cplllle were thefe : “ * The great king Ar- 
taxerxes to our rulers, and thofe that are our 
faithful fubjeTs, fendeth greeting : Many men 
there arc, who, on account of the greatnefs ol 
the benefits bellowed on them, and becaufe of 
the honour which they have obtained from the 
wonderful kind treatment of thofe that bellow¬ 
ed it, arc not only injurious to their inferiors, 
but do not fcruple to do evil to thofe that have 
been their benefadors, as if they would take 
away gratitude from among men; and by their 
infolent abufe of fuch benefits as they never 
expeded, they turn the abundance they have 
againft thofe that are the authors of it, and 
fuppofe they lliall lie concealed from God in 
that cafe, and avoid that vengeance which 
comes from him. Some of thefe men, when 
they liave had the management of alFairs commit- 

* The true reafon why king Arta.verxes dit) not here 
properly revoke his former barbarous decree for the uiti- 
rcrfal fl.iughtcr of the Jews, but only empowered and en¬ 
couraged the Jews to fight for their lives, and to kill their 
•jiemiesif cltSy attempted their deftruttion, feems to have 
been that old lav.' of the Medes and Perfians, not yet laid 
afide, th;U whatever decree was figned both by tlie king 
anTJrtSTOTds, could not be changed, but remained urialter- 
. 'Jfe, Dan. vi. 7, 8,9, 12, 15, 17. Eftb. i. 19. viii. 8. 
And liaman having engrofled the royal favour, might per- 
hapS'have liimfelf ligned this decree for the Jews llaugliter, 
irdtead of the ancient lords, and fo might have renilcrcd 
it by their rules irrevocable. 

f ’I'hefe words, given in imitation, as if Artaxerxes fuf- 

'•No. xvn. 
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ted to them by tbc’tr fi icttils, and ! caring private 
malice of their own ac tiidl lorne others, bv de- 
cclving thole that liave tbc j-.ower, pcifuade 
them to be.angry at iu'di a;, Imvi; done them 
no harm, till tlicy arc lu danger of periHiing; 
and this by lying; aceulations anti calumnies ■; 
Nor is this Hate of things to he difeovered by 
ancient examples, or fuch as we have learned 
by report only, hut by i’oine examples of fuch 
impudent attempts under our own rye.s; fo 
that it is not fit to attend any longer to calum¬ 
nies and acculauons, rmr to llie perfuaiions of 
others;* but to determine wliat any one knows 
of himfelf to have been really done, and to pun- 
illi what jullly delcrvcs it, and to grant fa¬ 
vours to fuch as arc innocent. This luuli been 
the cafe of Hainan, the Ion of Ammcilatha, by 
birth an Amalekite, and alien Irom tl.e blood (.f 
the Perfians, who, when he wa.s hofpitably en¬ 
tertained by us, and partook of that kiiulncfs 
which we bear to all men, to i'o great a ('cgrcc 
as to he called iny fatln'r, and to he all along 
worflaipped, and to have honour jiaid him by 
all in the fecond rank after the royal honour 
due to ourfclves, he could not bear his good 
fortune, nor govern live magnitude of his prof- 
perlty with found reafon ; nay, he made a con- 
fpiracy againft me, and my life, who gave him 
his authority, by endeavouring to take away 
Mordecai, my benefadtor and niy faviour, and 
by bafely and treachcronlly requiring to have 
Efthcr, the partner of my life, and of rny do¬ 
minion, brought to deftrudlion ; for he contri¬ 
ved by this means to j' deprive me of my faith- 

5 C fui 

pc£ted a deeper defigii in fl.'.mnn tlian openly appeared, 
viz. that kr.owing the Jevi-s Moti'ii he {.nthinl 10 him, and 
that he could never Uanffer the crown to liis own family, 
wlio was an Agagite, I'dlh. iii. 1, 10. or of the polturity 
of Agag, the old king of (he Amalekite;., i S-ini. xv. 1?, ;^2, 
33. v/hile they were alive, and fpread over all his domin¬ 
ions, he therefore end "avoured to dcilroy them. Nor is it 
to me improbable, tliat thofe 75,800 of the Jew;; miemies, 
vidiich were foon deftroyed by the Jews, on the pcrrnilli; n 
of the king, wliich inuil he on fotnc great nccalion, wen- 
Amalckites, their old and hereditary ••nemies., Exod. >:;!■. 
i.'t, 15. ami that thereby was fulfilled lialaam’s prophia y, 
Amalck was the firfi of the nations, hut his litter endJlnill I”, 
that heperiJIj for ever, N'.imb. x.xiv. 2 a. 
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ful friends, and transfer the tlie government to 
others: But fuice I perceived that tliefe Jews, 
that averc by this pernicious fUlow devoted to 
deftrudion, were not wicked men, hut con¬ 
cluded their lives ailcr the heft manner, and 
were men.dedicated to the worftiip of that God 
who bath prcl'erved the kingdom -to me ^nd 
my anceftors, I do not only free them from 
the punilhment which the former cpiftle, which 
was fent by Hainan, ordered to he inllided 
on them (to which, if you refute obedience, 
you fliall do well); but i will, that they have 
all honour paid them. Accordingly, 1 have 
hanged up the man that contrived Inch things 
againft them, with his family, before the gates 
eft' Shuftian ; that punlfiamcnt being fent upon 
him by God, who feeth all things. And I 
give you in cliarj’c, that you publicly propofc 
a copy of this cpiftle through all iny king¬ 
dom, that the Jews may be permitted peace¬ 
ably to ufe thejr own lacvs, and that you af- 
'them, that at the fame fealon whereto 
their miferable eftate did belong, they may 
defend therafclvcs the very fame day from un¬ 
juft violence, the thirteenth day of the twe’fth 
month, which is Adar; for God hath made 
that day a day of falvation, iiiftcad of a day of 
deftruiftion to them ; and may it he a good day 
to thofc that wilh ns well, and a memorial of 
the punifhment of tlic confpiratnrs againft us! 
And 1 will that you take notice, that every city, 
and every nation, that lhall clifohcy any thing 
that is contained In this epiftlc, (hall be deftroy- 
cd by f re and fword. However, let this epif- 
lle be pubhftied through all the country that is 
under our oliedience, and let all the Jews, by 
all means, be ready againft the day hcl'ore- 
inen,tioned, that they may avenge themfclves 
upon their eiicmie:-.” 

13. Accord]T tGLY the horfemen who car¬ 
ried the epifties proceeded on the ways which 
they were to go with fpeed; but as for Mor- 
decai, as foon as he had alTumed lire royal gar¬ 
ment, and the crown of gold, and had put the 
chain about his neck, he w'ent forth in a pub¬ 
lic proceOion; and when the Jews, who were 
c.t Shuftiin, faw him in fo great honour with 
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the king, thejr thfliught his good fortune was 
common to thcmfelves alfo, and joy, and a 
beam of falvation, cncompaffed the Jews, ooth 
thofe that were in the cities, and thofe that 
were in the countries, upon tire publication of 
the king’s letters, hifomuch, that many, even 
of other nations, circumcifed their forclkin, for 
fear of the Jews, that they might procure fafety 
to themfelves thereby ; for on the thirteenth 
day of the twelfth month, which, according to 
the Hebrews, is called Adar^ but according to 
the Macedonians Dy/lrus^ thofe that carried the 
king’s epiftle gave them notice, that the fame 
day wherein their danger was to have been, on 
that very day fhould they deftroy their ene¬ 
mies. But now the rulers of the province's, 
and the tyrants, and the kings, and the fciihes, 
had the Jews in efteem ; for the fear they were 
in of Mofdecai forced them to adft with difcrc- 
tion. Now, when the royal decree was come 
to all the country that was fuhjeift to the king, 
it fell out, that the Jews at Shufhan ftew five 
hundred of their enemies: and when the king 
had told Efther the number of thofe that were 
flain in that city, but did not well know what 
had been done in the provinces, he afkcd her, 
whether fhe would have any thing farther done 
againft them ? for that it fhould be done ac¬ 
cordingly : Upon which fhe defired, that the 
Jews might be permitted to treat their remain¬ 
ing enemies in the fame manner the next day ; 
as alfo, that they might hang the ten fons of 
Hainan upon the gallows. So the king pre- 
mitted the Jews fo to do, as dcfirous not to con- 
tradiifl Efther. So they gathered themfelves 
together again, on the fourteenth day of the 
month Dyftrus, and flew about three hundred 
of their enemies, but touched nothing of what 
riches they had. Now there were flain by the 
Jews that were in the country, and in th6 
other cities, feventy-five thoufand of their ene¬ 
mies ; and thefe were flain on the tlmtcenth 
day of the month, and the next day they kept 
as feltival. In like manner the Jews that were 
in Shufhan gathered themfelves together, and 
fcafted on the fourteenth day, and that which 

fo!- 
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|followed it; whence it is, tliat evea noW all 
the Jews that are in the habitable earth keep 
diefeidays feftival, and fend portions to one 
anther. Mordecai alfo wrote to the Jews 
thiit lived in the kingdom of Artaxerxes, to 
obferve thefe days, and celebrate them as 
felllvals, and to deliver them down to their 
pofterity'^ frmt this feftival might continue 
ti^r all time to come, and that it might ! 
never be buried in oblivion ; for fince they 
were about to be deftroyed on thefe days by 
Hainan, they would do a right thing, upon 
cfcaping the danger in them, and on them in- 
ilidfing punilhmeats on their enemies, to ob- 
ferve thofe days^ and give thanks to God on 
them : For which caufe the Jews ftill keep the 
fore-mentioned days, and call them days of 
rbriirlm [or Punm\ And Mordecai became 
a great and illuftrious perfon with the king, and 
aliiilcd him in the government of the people. 
He alfo lived with the queen ; fo that the af¬ 
fairs of the Jews were, by their means, better 
than they could ever have hoped for. And 
this was the ftate of the Jews under the reign 
of Artaxerxes. f 


CHAP. VII. 

How ybhfi'Jlew his Brother Jefus in the Pem- 
plc: and how Bagofes offered many Injuries 
to the yews ; and what Sanballat did. 

§ i.T^HEN Eliaftiib the high prieft was 
W dead, his foa Judas fucceeded in 

* Take here part of Reland’s note on this difputcd paf- 
fige: “ III Jofc^uis’s copies thefe Hebrew words, days of 
Purim, or Lots, as in the Greek copies of Efther ix. 26, 
28, 29, 31, 32. lA days ofphtirim, or days of protect‘on, 

but ouglit to be read days of purim, as in the Hebrew ; than 
...which emcniition, fays he, nothing is more certain.” 
And Iiad w^my afl'urance that Jofephub’s copy mentioned 
\X\c caJlingV lots; as our other copies do, Efth. lii. 7. I 
fhouidjiil^ agree with Relaiii!; but as it now Hands, it 
fc9«efs to me by no means certain. 

. f As to this whole book of Eflhcr hi the prefent He¬ 
brew copy, it is fo very imperfect, in a cafe where tlie 
' •providence of God •was fo very remarkable, and tlie Stp- 
tuagint and-Jofephus have fo much of religion, that it has 
not fo much as the name of God once in it; and it is 
hard to fay -who made that epitome which the Maforites 
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the high priefthood : and wlicn he was dead, 
his j'on John took-that dignity ; on whole ac¬ 
count it was alfo, that liagofes, the general of 
:[ another Artaxerxes’ army, polluted the tem¬ 
ple, and impofed tributes on the Jews, that out 
of the public ftock, before they oftcred the daily 
laci'iliccs, they fhould pay for every lamb fifty 
fhckels. Now Jefus was the brother of John, 
and was a friend of Bagofes, who had promifed 
to procure him the high priedhood. In con¬ 
fidence of whofe fupport, Jefus ([uarrelled with 
Jolin in the temple, and fo ju’ovokcd his bro¬ 
ther, that in Ills auger his brother Hew him. 
Now, it was an horrible thing lor John, when 
he was high prieft, to perpetrate fo great a 
crime ; and fo much the more horrible, that 
there never was fo cruel and impious a thing 
done, neither by the CH'ecks, nor Barbarians. 
However, God did not ncgledl its punilhmeut; 
hut the people were on that very account cn-. 
flaved, and < tlic temple was polluted by the 
Perfians. Now, when Bagofes, the general of 
Artaxerxes’ army, knew that John, the high 
prieft of the Jews, had llain his own brother 
Jefus in the temple, he came upon the Jews 
immediately, and began in anger to fry to 
them, “ Have you had the impudence to per¬ 
petrate a murder in your temple ?” And as he. 
was aiming to go into the temple, they forbad, 
him fo to do ; but he faid to them, “ Am not 
I purer than he that was flain in the temple ?” 
And w'hen he had laid thefe words, he went 
into the temple. Accordingly, Bagofes made 

ufe 

have given us for the genuine book ithlf; No religions 
Jews could well Iw the authors of it, wltofe cdii.'-.iiinn ob¬ 
liged them to have a conflaii! regard to God, an.! wlriffo. 
ever related to his-worlhiji; iif)r do «e knfm- (l)ai ilenr 
ever ■was fo imperl’cA a copy of it in the world, till aitel- 
the days of Barchocub, in the fccond century. 

1; Concerning thii a/Lr Artaxerxes, eillcd Mremn-:, and 
thePerfian affliction and captivity of the Jew; under him, 
occafioned by the muider of the high priefl’s brother in 
the holy lioufc itfelf, fee Authent. Rec. at large, p. .10,, 
And if any wonder, why Jolephus wholly omif: tie- rcl- 
of the kings of Ftrlia after Artaxerxes Mnemo,"!, fit! he 
came to their hilt king Darius, ■wito w.r, roiKp: ned by 
Alexander tlie Gic.u, 1 ihal! give them Voiiiu*’, ind ih 
Hudfonh anfwer, though in my awu word., •, vcs.. u ,r. 
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life of tills pretence, and punifhed the Jews 
feven years for the murder of Jefus. 

2. Now, when John had departed this life, 
his fon Jaddiia fucceeded in the high prieft- 
hood. He had a brother, whofe name was 
Manajfeb. Now there was one Sat/ballat, who 
was fent by Darius, the lad king [of Perfia] in¬ 
to Samaria. He was a Cuthean by birth.; of 
which dock were the Samaritans alfo. This 
man knew that the city Jcrufalcm vsras a fa¬ 
mous city, and that their kings had given a 
great deal of trouble to the AlfyiiaiivS, and the 
people of Celefyria ; fo that he willingly gave 
his daughter, whofe name was Nicafo, in mar¬ 
riage to Manadeh, as thinking this alliance by 
marriage would be a pledge and fecurity, that 
the nation of the Jews fliould continue their 
oood-will to him. 


C H A P. viir. 

ConcertivJg Sauhallat^ and ManaJJ'ch, and the 
‘Temple which they built in Mount Gert'z%im : 
As alfo^ how yllcxander made his Entry into 
the City ‘Jerttfakm; and what Benefits he 
bejluvoed on the fews. 

^ I. \ BOUT this time it was, that Philip, 
.X~\. king of Macccion, was treacherouf- 
ly alTaultcd and flain at Fgc:e by Paul'anias, the 
Ion of (ierades, who was derived from the fa¬ 
mily of the Oredx ; and his fou Alexander 
fucceeded him in the kingdom : who, pafling 
over the the HclleTpont, overcame the generals 
of Darius’s army, in a battle fought at Grani- 
eum. So he marched over Lydia, and ftib- 
dued Ionia, and over-ran Caria, and fell upon 
the phees of Pampliylia, as has been related 
■the where. 

2. But the elders of Jerufalem, being very 
uneafy that the brother of Jaddua the high 

Jiif •pliu”. dill not do id in omitting thofc kings of Perfia, 
v'lr’.i whom the Jews had no concern, becaufe he was gir- 
; ig the hillor-f of the Jews,* and not of the Perfians : 
Whicli IS a fui'icicut reafon ajfo, why he entirely omits 
fre hilt'jry and the book of fob, as not particularlv re- 
laing to that iirtion. lie inltly therefore returns to the 
ftwilh afiaiv.. after the death of Longimanus, without any 
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prieft, though married to a foreigner, (hoi 
be a partner with him in the high priefthoi 
quarrelled with him ; for they efteemcoi ti 
man’s marriage a ftep to fuch as fhould bb.e 
firous of tranfgrefling about the marriage ‘ 
[ftrange] wives, and that this would be tl 
beginning of a mutual fociety with foreigner 
although the offence of fomc about marriage 
and their having married wives that v/erc not 
of their own country, had been ati occofion 
of their former captivity, and of the mil'eries 
they then underwent ; So they commanded 
Manafleh to divorce his wife, or not to ap¬ 
proach the altar ; the high prieft himfelf join¬ 
ing with the people in their indignation againfl 
his brother, and driving him away from the 
altar. Whereupon, Manafleh came to his father- 
in-law Sanballat, and told him. That “ although 
he loved his daughter Nicafo, yet was he not 
willing to be deprived of his facerdotal dignity 
on her account, which was the principal dig¬ 
nity in their nation, and always continued in 
the fame family.” And when Sanballat pro- 
mifed him, not only to preferve to him the 
honour of his priefthood, but to procure for 
hiiji the power and dignity of an high prieft, 
and would make him governor of all the places 
he himfelf now ruled, if he would keep his 
daughter for his'wife ; (he alfo told him far¬ 
ther, that he would build him a temple like to 
that at Jenifiilera, upon mount Gerizzim, which 
is the higheft of al] the mountains that are in 
Samaria ; and he promifed that he would do 
this with the approbation of Darius the king) 
Manafleh was elevated with thefe promifes, 
and ftayed with Sanballat, upon a fnppofal that 
he Ihoulcl gain an high priefthood, as beflowed 
on him by Darius; for it happened that San¬ 
ballat was then in years. But there was now 
^ great difturbance among the peoj.le of jerti- 

• falcm, 

V 

mention of Darius 11 . bifore Artaxerxes Mnemon, ba^of 
Ochus, or Arogus, as the canon of Ptolemy names them 
him. Nor had lie probably mentioned this othe/ A\~ 
taXerxes, unlefg Bagoas, one of the governors and 00m- 
tnanders under him, had ocOafioned the pollution of the 
Jewifli ternplc, and had greatly diftreffed the Jews upon 
that pollution. 
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falcrn, becaiife many of tliofe priefts and Lc- i 
vitc/. were intanglcd in fuch matches; for they j 
aU^cevoked to ManalTeh, and Sanballat afforded ij 
' hern money, and divided among-them land , 
for tillage, and habitations alfo, and all this in ' 
order every way to gratify his fon-in-law. ‘ 
3. Aii'f 3 v/ T this time it was that Darius heard . 
how Alexander had palled ov^er the Hellelpont, ' 
and hadbeaten his lieutenantsin the battle atGra- 
nicum, and was proceeding farther: whereupon, ! 
he gatliered together an army of horfe and foot, | 
and determined that he would meet the Macedo- ; 
nians berore they lltould alfauit and conquer all 
Alia. So he palled over the river Euphrates, , 
and came over Taurus, (he Ciliciau mount<\iu; ' 
and at lllln ol Cilicia he waited for the enemy, ! 
as ready there to give him battle ; Upon which, ! 
Manballat v.ms glad tl\at Darius was come down ; | 
a)id told Manall'eh, that he would fuddciily | 
perform Ins promifes to him, and tliis as foon 
as crer Idaiius Ihoukl come back, after he had 1 
beaten his enemies ; for not only he, but ail 
tliofc that were in Alia alfo, were perfuaded, 
that tlic Macedonians vrould not fo inueh as 


come to a battle with the Perfians, on account 
of their multitude. But the event jirovcd o~ 
iherwife than they expeded ; for tlie king join¬ 
ed battle with tlic Macedonians, and was beat¬ 
en, and loll a great part of his army. His 
mother alfo, and his wife, and children, were 
taken captives, and he lied into I’eiiia. 80 
Alexander came into Syria, and took Dainal- 
cus ; and when he had obtained Sidon, he he- 
fteged Tyre, when he lent an epiilie to the 
Jewilh highprieft, “To fend him fomc auxil¬ 
iaries, and to fupply his army with proviiions ; 
and that what prdents he formerly feat to Da¬ 
rius he would now feud to him, and chufe the 
•friendlhi!>-'of the Maeedouians, and that he 
flrould /ever repent of fo doing.” But the 
liigl)_,n/jft anfwercd the inellengers, That “ he 
hfuf given his o-ith to Darius, not to hear arms 
againll liim ; and he laid, that he would not 
tranfgrd's them while Darius was in the land ol 
’the living.” Upon hearing this anfwcr, Al¬ 
ex.mder wa; very angry; and though he de¬ 
termined not to leave I'yre, wdrich was jull 


rculy to betaken, yet, as foon as he ?rad" taken 
it, he threatened that he wenlri m.d'.e an e.\- 
r-alition ag.iink the Jcwini ieg!) pried, and 
through him teach all men to \\h mi f.hey nnn'l 
keep their ojt,hs. Ho when lie Igid, uiih i 
good deal of jiains, during tlic liege, taken 
'Tvre, and had fettled its alfain-., lie e unc to 
tlic city Gaza, and hehejyd both the city and 
him that was governor ol’ the '',anjlbn, whofe 
name was Balicind'es. 

4. But Sanballat ihoughi he had now got¬ 
ten a proper opportuniiy to nmke his lUcmpt; 
lb he renoimced Darius, and, 'Mkin;m.i;h him 
leven tlioui'and of bis own fibicd'., Im came 
to Alexander ; and finding him he,.dm ri"-the 
liege (if Tyre, he laid to him, th it t.., J hvared 
up to him tilde men, vrho came out of places 
under his dominion, am! did .;!ad!y accept (>f 
him I'or his luul inilead cT Undu-, l-'o w'o’rt 
Alexander.liad reexived him Lindi^, Sidulhu 
thereupon took cciur.ige, and fpc-Id-n a- 
boul liis j'.rdent ah i.. 1 ietedd hiio, . * .a b. 

had a lon-iu-law, rvhmafn.h, wi'o vac, ’ "Mdicr to 
the liigh pridl jaddua , and tl; n d’crc v, c're ma¬ 
ny others (d hli own nation, mcv uidi him, 
that weie ddirc'ns to Imve .1 n '".r'.e in tine fame 
pl.ices lulijced to him ; tii it it v.'-njoi h.- ibr the 
king,’,) advantage to have tlie lit.ay'h of the 
Jews divided into tv;o paits, h:’, v.di.jn the na¬ 
tion is of one mind, and nidtei'g r.pna any at¬ 
tempt foi' innovation, it prove I'ooi.f'ibme to 
kings, as it had I'onncily ji'-tc,.;! to t!ie iaiigs 
ol Allyria.” V/hcienpon, /\! jxxnider gave San¬ 
ballat leave fo to do; wdm x’.ed tiic ufinoil di¬ 
ligence, and built the temple, and in ide M.in- 
alfeh the pridl, and diamtx! it a grecu reward 
tliat liis datighfer’s ehildixn ihotild Inve ih.it 
dignity: but when the feveii months ol the 
fege of Tyre were over, and dm yvn months 
of the fiege of Gaza, Saob.dln- (bed. Nov^ 
Alexander, wlien he bad tab -n Gaza, made 
hallc to go up to jernlaiern : and Jaddua the 
high pried, when lie bc,ird that, war. m agony, 
and under terror, a-, not ki owing bow be 
fhould meet the Macedonian^ hnce line king 
was difplcafcd at his forcgc'lng difobedienrt, 

5 D ^ . ]-le 
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He therefore ordained, that the people fliould 
make lupplications, and Ihoukl join with him 
in oflcririg facrifice to Clod, wiicun lie hel'ought 
to protect that nation, and to deliver them 
Irom the" perils that were reining tipon them : 
AVhereupdn, Clod rvarned him in a dream, 
which came upon liim after he had oftored fa- 
criiice, Tliat “ lie lliould take courage, and 
adorn the city, and open the gates ; that the 
reft Ihould appear in white garments, but that 
ho and the prielts- lliould meet the king in the 
habits proper to their order, without the dread 
of any ill coe.fccjueitccs, wliich the providence 
of God would prevent.” IJiion whieh, when 
he role from his ficep, he greatly rejoiced, and 
declared to all the warning he had received 
from God. According to wliiclt dream lie aCl:- 
cd entirely, and lo wailed for the coming of 
the kine:. 

5-. Ai\D when lie undcrllcod tliat he was 
not* far from the city, he went out in procef- 
fion, witii the priclls, and the multitude of the 
citizens. d’iie proccllion v/a.s venerable, and 
the manner of it dilferent from that of other 
nations. Jt ret.elied to a pTee called 6'0/A?, 
which name tram'lateJ io/.o hi reek ligniiies a 
profpctl ; for-you have tin arc a profped both 
of {erufalem and of the ? ample : a'ul when the 
I’hcnicians, and the Ghr.k'cans that followed 
l.»im, tluHigbit they drould liavc liberty to laun¬ 
der tlie city, and tonnent vlie liign pricll to 
<katli, which ib.e Iting’s dii'pleafiire fairly pro- 
Tnlfed them, the very reverfe of it hajymned ; 
foT Alexander, when he l.rv the muliitiulc at a 
cUltance,iu w!iitegarrncnt;',n bale tlie prieds llocti 
clothed witli fme linen, and the high yaieft in 
purple and feailet clothing, with his mitre on 
his head, having the geddeu plate whereon the 
namiC of Clod was engjaved, he appronfned by 
hiinu'lf, and adored that name, and indl falur 
ted tin; iiigh jiriefl. 'bhe |ews alio did all to¬ 
gether, with one voice, i;>lute'Alexander, and 
encompalo him about ; Whereujton, the kings 
of Syria, and the red, were lur[n'i/ed at what 
Aiexasndor had done, and fuj^pofed him difor- 
■dered in his mind. Kowever, Parmeirio alone 
wciit up lo him, and alkecl him, “ How it came 

* The place flicwn Alcxarnkr might be Plan. vii. 6. vili. 
di 0 .ions of Alcxuiidci's cuuquclls nud fui; ■ 


O F T HE J E W S. 

to pafs, that when all others adored him, h 
fhoukl aelorethc high prieft of the Jews.”i T 
whom he replied, “ I did not adore him,\hi 
that God who hath honoured him with h 
liigh priellltood ; for I faw this very perfon 
a dream, in this very habit, w'hcn 1 w^as at 1 
os in Macedonia, who, when I w'a«»v.‘diifidcri 
with mylclf how 1 might obtain the dominion 
of Afia, exhorted me to make no delay, but 
boldly to pals over the lea thither; for that he 
would conduCl my army, and would give me 
the dominion over the Perfian:;: whence it is, 
that having ken no other in that habit, and 
now feeing this perfon in it, and remembering 
that vilion, and the exhortation which 1 had 
in my dream, I believe that 1 bring tliis army 
under the divine condudl, and fhall therewith 
conquer Darius, and deflroy the powder of 
the Perlians, and that all things will luecced 
according lo what is in my own mind.” And 
wlicn he had kid this to Parmenio, and had 
given the high prieft his right hand, the 
priefts ran along by him, and he came into the 
city: And when he went up into the temple, 
he oftered facrilice to C^od, according to the 
liigh prieft’s direClion ; and magnificently treat¬ 
ed both the high prieft, and the priefts. And 
when the hook of Daniel was flaewn him, 
wherein Daniel declared that one of the Greeks 
ftiould Jellroy the empire of the Perftans, he 
fuppofed that himfelf was the perfon intend¬ 
ed ; Ainl as lie was. then glad, he dilinilTcd 
the multitude for the prclent; hut the next 
day he called them to him, and bid them 
a(k what favours they picafed of him ; where¬ 
upon, the high prieft delired, that they might 
enjoy the laws of their forefathers, and might 
pay no fribiue on the feventh year. He grant¬ 
ed all they delired. And when tlyy intreat-' 
cd him, tluit he would permit the Jews in 
llabylon and Media to enjoy their omn laws 
alfo, he willingly promifed to do hereafter wlfat 
they delired. And when he faid to the mul- 
titmle, that if any of thdm would lift them-, 
felvcs in his army, on this condition, that they 
Ihould continue under the laws of their fore¬ 
fathers, 

3, 3 , zo, 21 , 12 . :ci. 3. ferae or all of them very plain pre-. 
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fathers, and live according to them, he was 
willing to take them with iiim, many were 
^ea(y to accompany him in his wars. 

'6. So when Alexander had thus fettled mat* 
^,.ters at Jerufalcm, he led his army into the 
‘ neighbouring cities; and when all the iiiha- 
hitahts, 10 vvhom he came, received him with 
;!jeat kindnefs, the Samaritans, who had then 
Shechem for their metropolis (a city fituate at 
mount Gerizzim, and inliabited by apoftates 
of the Jewifli nation) feeing that Alexander 
had lo greatly honoured the Jews, determined 
to pioGl' themfelves Jews; for fuch is the dif- 
pofition of the Samaritans, as we have already 
^ ell'ewhere declared, that when the Jews are in 
adverfity they deny that they are of kin to 
them, and then they confefs the truth ; hut 
wlien they perceive that jbme good fortune 
hath befallen them, they immediately pretend 
to have communion with them, faying, that 
they belong to tliem, and derive their genealo¬ 
gy from the pofterity of Joleph, Ephraim, and 
Manalfeh. Accordingly, they made their ad- 
drefs to the king with fplendor; and fliewed 
great alacrity in meeting him at a httic dillaoce 
from jerulalcm. And when Alexander had 
commended them, the ohcchemites approach¬ 
ed to him, taking with them the troops that 
Sanballat had fent him; and they delired, that 
he would come to their city, and do honour to 
their temple alfo. To whom he proinifcd, 

* Here jofcplms ufer. the very word Koinophagi7\, 
eaTtfig ihwgs common, lor e'lting things rtndttin ; a5 Joes oui 
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that when lie returned he would come to them. 
And when they petitioned that he would remit 
the tribute of the feventh year to them, he- 
caufe they did not fow thereon, he idked who 
they were that made fuch a petition ? and when 
(hey faid, that they were liebrevvs, but had 
the name of S/Jon'uws, living at Sheclicm, he 
alked them again, wdiethcr they were Jews ? 
and when they fiid, they were not Jews, It 
was to the Jews, faid he, that I granted that 
privilege; however, when 1 return, and am 
thoroughly informed by you of this matter, I 
will do what I Iliall think proper.” And in 
this mariner he took leave of the Sheehernites; 
but ordered that the troops of Sanballat fliould 
follow him into Egypt, becaiife there he dcfign- 
ed to give them lands, which he did a little 
after in Thebais, when lie ordered them to 
guard that country. 

7. Now when Alexander was dead, the go¬ 
vernment was parted among his kicc’clfors, but 
the temple upon mount Gerizzim remained. 
And if any one were acenfed by thofc ol Jeru- 
falem, of having eaten things common, or of 
having broken the Sabbath, or of any other 
crime of the like nature, lie fled away to the 
Shcchcmites, and faid, that he was accufed un- 
juftly. About this time it tvas that Jaddua the 
high priell died ; and Onias his fun took the 
high pricllhood. Tln;i was the (late ol the aG 
fairs of the people of Jerufalcm at this time. 
Kew TcRamcnf, Aids x. 14, 15, ill. xi. d, Rom. xiv. 
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Containing the Interval of One Hundred and Seventy 

fFrom ihe Death of Alexander the Great to the Death of Judas Mac^ 

CABAJUS.] 


C ]1 A P. I. 

Hoii' P/nJcniy^ the then rflMyn.y *ook ycn/falem 
and glided by Deceit and 'Treachery^ and car¬ 
ried many oj the ‘Jews thciicc^ yiitd planted 
them in I'y ypt. 



OW !) Alexamicr, kina cf i\Iacc- 
don, .had pnl an oiul to the dominion 
ol the Perlians, and Juul iettlcd the 
afiairs in Judea aher tlie lorc-tncntioucd man¬ 
ner, lu; ended hia lik. And as his govern¬ 
ment lei! among many, Antigonus hbtained 
Alia, Sclcncus Babykni; and of tltc otlicr na¬ 
tions vtdiich were there, l.ylnnachus governed 
the Hellclpont, and Caliandcr poirelfcd Mace¬ 
donia ; as did Ptolcmv ;hc ion of Lagns fei/c 
upon Egypt. And M'liile ihcie princes ainidti- 
ouhy llrcvc oneagainll another, every one for 
his own ])rincipaliry, it came to pafs th:it tJicre 
wore continna,! wars, and thofe iafti;v;- rvans 
loo ; and tiic cities were fnllcrers, a!id hdl: a 


great mamy oi their inhahitanis in times 

i'i didivls, im'oimieh, i!iat all Syril)v the 
me.'.n-; o: Ptolemy the'u.'!'i ol ijagns, ni;\ler\vcnt j 
tf't reredi- o! tiia^ denomination o.f 8aviotir, 
Winch he tin.n lied, lie alio lei/.ed U'pon ]e- 
ry'.alcir, and 1( r that end made nfe of deceit 


and treachery ; for as he came into the city on 
a fabhath day, as if he would offer iiicrih .'c, he, 
without .iny trouble, gained the city, while the 
jews did not oppofe him, for they did not ftil- 
ped him to be their enemy ; and he gained i: 
thus, bccau.re they were free from iulpidoo el 
him, and becaiifc on that day tfidy were at rcii 
and qiiietncf' ; and wdten he had gaitied it, he 
ruled over it in a cruel manner. Nay, Agath- 
archides of (inidus, who wrote Uie aels oi y\’ 
lexander’s fnccclfors, reproaches us with luper- 
flition, as if wc, by it, had lod <air lilvartN , 
where he fays thus : “ I'licre is a nation callcil 
the nation of the Pfews^ wdio iidi.ihit a city 
flroug and great, namtxl jcnifilein. d’hefe 
men took no care, hut let it come into tiu- 
hands of Ptolemy, as not willing to take arms, 
and thereby they fnbmiticd to be under an haiti 
mafler, by retd'ou of tlicir unfeafonablc fupci- 
I ilition.” litis is wdiat Agatliarehidcs relates of 
I eur nation. But when Ptolemy had taken a 
I great manv captives, botlt from the mountain- 
j oils part:> of jtulea, and from tlic places tihoiit 
j jenUahm and bamari.!, and tlic places near 
j moutn t leir/f.im, lie led them all into Egypt, 
j and lettied them iluae. And as he ftnew that 

I 'A, the' 


* ! !c (yv.v iiuitil'cr of riu'U; Jc'.''- .md S.imnrltans, 
P>-V- \n ■ to-ior.; ' i> to E-itypr I'v Alcxtimier, and 

ii.iv i'\ iSoi'i'r. so •>!:.■) ! .pg'.i .lUcrwrosis, in 

f '■ ''. 1 . "'.u' C',! t, !io, ui wo lhail ico pi'clcntc-u were 
; US’. 1 MloiiiC. 1); ’phtn, aiul liv linn nnid..’ fur", 

I'Wc: ' !u f.ic' ior (SO ;-.vcrny-tw<) ’ ncrpreiers; in the 
v’tny y.i' ;’.Ion-"', ioioiorso: tli.tr nutifin jn Uyvpr ; 

i'l ! u' 1 u.too . !,uicn' It ..If jc'.'.’s, ;inij >-i!e n’lrnhtT ol their 
oi-tiv; .It Alex o,'! !, ionw aftcrw.'rd ; .imi in the ve- 
>'<. U' ni: (.’iis.K ■>. [, iw fj . j h'.';n.!iirinj un- 


I'hltomcter, aljotit tlie jil.icc rp>'olnted foryrntblic wor 
I hiip iit the l.ivv of Mofes, v.'liether at the jevyi''; if-niplr 
I o! jentf.deni, or at tlie S.invaiit.in to’inple at (jcru'/.wi 
oi all which tnir tmthoi treats hereafter. And a-, to the 
S i.it.i!Itans, eatrietl into lipypt under the f.ime prinC'Sj 
degliyei fuppofes, tiiat iliofe wlio have a gicat .fyr.agdgi"' 
at, Caiio, as aifo iliofc whom rhe Arabic googr.tphe.' 
fjittakb of, as having feized on an iiliind in the Red Mc.i, 
.icit remains of them at tliis vc.ry day, as tlie : cs.s her. 
inffnii as. 
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people of Jernfalem were * mofl faitfilul in 
t'ne o^)fervalIoas of oatlis and eovenanl'.; and 
dn-., I’rom the anfwer they made to Alexander, 
’ ni he feat an amhalfago to tlicin, after he 
’ I id heatcu Darius in battle : fa he dillributed 
^nimy of then\ into garrifoas ; and at Aleaan- 
irii ge'c them equal privileges of citizens wltli 
the Maccd'jni in;, tlieinfelves ; and required of 
tkeiu to take their oaths, that they would keep 
their fidelity to the polleiit}' oi'thofe who com¬ 
mitted tliefe placet to their care. Nay, thcic 
were not a lew other Jews, who, of their own 
aerord, went into Egypt, as invited hy tlie 
goodiien i/f the foil, and by the liberality of 
rcoletny. Ho"’-cver, there were diforilcrs a- 
mong their poderity, with relation to the Sama¬ 
ritan.-,, on accoimt of their refolution to preferve 
t’ut conJufV ui Ide which was delivered to them 
hy their forefathers, and they thereupon con¬ 
tended one with another ; while thofc of jeru- 
faleni faivl, that their temple was holy, and re- 
folved^to fend their facrifices thither ; hut the 
Samaritans were refokTcl that they fliould be 
lent to mount Gcriz/.im. 


C II A R 11 . 

fit) TV Ptolemy Plnhidclpbiis procured the Laws 
of th ’ pjews to bi tranjlatcd Into the Greek 
foiniuc ; and fet many Captives Jrec ; and 
dedicated many Gifts to God. 

§ X Then Alexander had reigned twelve 
V V years, and after him Ptolemy Soter 
forty years, Philadc'phns then took tlie king¬ 
dom of Egypt, and held it forty year-; witliin 
one. He procured the f to be interpreted ; 
and fet free thole tliat were come from Jeruia- 
lem into Egypt, and v/erc in llaa'^ery there, vs lio 
were an bundred and twenty thoufand. The 
oecalion,^as this: Demetrius Phalcras, who 
was hlr-ttry-kcepcr to tlie king, was now cn- 

Of ihc facrctlncf". of oaths among the Jev/s in tiic 
Old ^reftameut ; fee Scripture Polities, p. 54,---65. 

■f* Of the traii/lation of the other parns of the Ohl IVf- 
tament hy h'.t’nty Egyptian Je-ws, in the the joii’t rci^iis 
nfPtnieiny the fon oi Lagui, an J Ph.iladciphus; as alio, 1 
of lilt tiuiil’jLton ot the Pentateuch by leveiity-two je- | 
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dcavouring, if it were poffide, to leather (oge- 
tiier all tlie hirnks that va’c ' i the habilabJe 
caiih, and buying vihtift ( .t'; ,?ny where 
valnihle, or agiceahic to » '<■ .<■, , inclination 

j (\', ho was very ciriudly ici uj i n. colk-kVing df 

h. ok.) ; io wlfcl: i; e'.n.it'o-, , [ j/j, DoniCti ivii 

V. as ze.'iioui!)' Inhiervi oil. An .1 li.ni once Pto- 
Iciiiv allied him, Horv ly ten thouianiks of 
hooks he had coliccled ? he r.giicJ, ’’t'iril lie ind 
already alioiit twciuy times lei. ih(.::;and ; but 
tint, in a ht.de time, he ihoul i liavc !;liv times 
ten thoui.uid, Ihit he laid., ti.' had been in- 
fvirmed, tint there were m tnv hooks of laws 
among the jew.;, worthy ol enquiring after, 
and worlh}'^ of the king's library, hut which, 
hemg written in charafler.s, and in a di.dckt of 
their own, will caufe iio fm.dl p fin-, in getting 
them tram'lated into the Greek toiigiic ; that 
the cbaradler in which tlicy are vvritteir feems 
to be like to that which i.s the juvpcr charac¬ 
ter of the Syrians ; and tliat its fouiul, when 
pronounced, is like theirs aiiO; njid that this 
i’ouncl appeals to he "'C’lliu to themftlves. 
Wherefore, he laid, th.P I'of ing h!nde'"efl why 
they miglit not gel tie I ' li,.'/- . ! ; he tranl’atcd 
ulfo ; for while noth' ■fw.e. ;■>, tiiii is nc- 
ceffiry for tli.at ptug'-n., " ii )v hsive their 
books alfo in thi', lih.-o /. So tht ire-' th auahl 
that Dciin trite, ww, vet) /•: he t.i procure 
him abund luce nf ! ool ami f ; 1 ■: fy * -je'Sed 

what was e\-.,ceiling J ropc’ j'c'” hiin o tio ; and 
therefore he wrote to tlie few'lii h prlcfl. 


that he llinuh! afl 

acc-'- lite ly. 



2. Now tliere 

\v,.K-i otn, fai;'. 

v'ho 

w.f. 

among the king’s 

molt inf..nate fue 

t.ds, 

and. 

on account cJ hi.s 

rno.klly, very acc- 

ei'i lb' 

'e to 

him. This Arilfi 

“fs lelolwd i'rKj'ir 

a-tiy, 

and 

that before now, 

to petition the kia^ 

tint he 

would fet all the < 

e.iplive Jews in hi, 

kitigdoni 
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.lie tllicourlcd, ia tlic iirft place, v/uli the cap- 
talub ot the kinphs giiaida, Solihitis of Tareii- 
ttim, aiui Andreas ; and pt rluadcd liicm to af- 
ll!l him ill what he was e.oing to intercede, 
with the king for. Aec ordingly, Aridcu;. ernhra- 
,ccd the lame Ojdnic.'a wiili ihofe that have' been 
hefore-mentioned ; and went to the king, and 
made the lollowing fpeevh to him ; “ It is not 
lit lor c!s, C) king, to ovcilouk things liaftily, or 
to deceive ourfelvcs, Init to lay the truth open : 
For Imce we have deU linined, not only ter get 
the laws of the Jews tranfc rlhcd, but interpret¬ 
ed alfo, for thy I’atisfacf ion, by what tncans can 
we do this, wliilc fo many of the lews arc now 
Haves iit thy kingdom? Do thou then what 
will he agreeable to thy inagnanimit y, and to thy 
good nature; free them front the miferablc con- 
dition they arc in, bccaufc that (.lod, who fiip- 
porteth thy kingdom, was the author of their 
laws, as I have learned by particular cntpiiry ; 
for botli rhcle people, .and vve alhg worilup the 
liunc God, the framer of all things. We call 
him, and that truly, by the name of Zen A [or 
life, or Jupiter] becaufe he hreathcp life into 
all men. Wherefore, do them refiore thele 
jnea to tlitir. own country ; and give tlicm | 
lej;ivc t-o live in it after they have left it: and 
tills do to the honour of God, bccaufc thefe 
men pay a peculiarly e.xcellent worOiip to him. 
.And know' this larlhcr, that though ,l be not 
of kin to them bv birth, nor one of tlic fatnc 
country- with them, yet do 1 defre thefe fa¬ 
vours to be douc them, niicc ail men arc the 
workmanflii}) of God ; and 1 am feniihlc that 
he is well plealed with thofe that do good. 1 
do therefore put up this petition to thee, to do 
good to them.” 

3. When Arillcus was faying thiis, the king 
looked upon liim with a cliecrful and joyful 
countenaucc, and faid, “ Flow many ten thou- 

* Attlioujih til); rj\irr:!)cr 120 (lrachm'.v fof AlcxanJvia, 
or 60 lewiili b,- brre tlirc'c times repeated, and 

tliat in all Jel'epliuf.’s ce pies, Greek and Latin ; yct,.fi:icc all 
t'ite copies of Avinctis, whence joieplius toak his rcl.ilion, 
have this futr.' fevcral times, and fill! ;is no more than 20 
drachnix, or icjiJcwini fhekets j and fmee the fern of the 
talents, to he lit do\»n jitcfeatlv, which is little above 
.-jho, for fi'-'irv/hat 'vc.'re t.han i co.c ae Ihves, an.I is ncar- 
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funds doll; thou fuppofe there arc of fuel 
want to he made free ? To which AndrQ" 
repiic'tl, as he flottd bye, and faid, “ 
more than ten times ten ihoufand.” 
made anfwer, “ And is tliis a in' 
thou aflicfi, Arifleus ?” But So^ 
left that flood bye, faid, Tlr 
offer fucli a thank-offering a, y (ji 

})is greatnefs of foul, to that v j had 

given I'im his kingdom.” With , , anfwer 

he was much plealed ; and gave order, that, 
when they paid the foldiers their w.ages, they 
flioidd lay down [an hundred and] .twenty 
dracluiKC for every erne of the flaves. And he 
promiled to publifli a magnificent decree, about 
what they ree]uefted, Avhich fliould confirm 
what xFrifteus had propofed, and cfpccially 
wdiat God willed fhoukl be done ; whereby he 
faid, he would not only fet thofe f ree who had 
been led away captive by his fiuher, and his 
army, hut thole who were in his kingdom be¬ 
fore; and thofe alfo, if any Inch thcr^werc, 

! who had been brought away iincc. And when 
they fiiid, that their redemption-money would 
amount to above four hundred talents, he 
granted it. A copy of which decree 1 have; 
determined to preferve, that the magnanimity 
of this king may lie made known. Its con¬ 
tents wcre.as follows : “ Let all thofe Avho were 
foldiers under our father., and who, when they 
over-ran Syria and Phcnicia, and laid walk* 
Judea, took the Jews captives, and made them 
flaves, and brought them into our cities, and 
into this country, and then fold them ; as alfo 
thofe that were in my kingdom before them 
(and if there be any that have been lately brought 
thither) be made free by thofe that poft'd's 
them ; and let them accept of [an hundred and] 
twenty drachmae for every flavc. And let the 

foldiers 

i. 

ly tlic fiinic ill Jofeplius anJ Arifleus, < 5 oe.s bct^^aj.-iyrree l<> 
20 rlian 120 drachma”, anti fiiice ilic value of a llaVl ol 
old was, at tlie utmoll, hut 30 iliekcls, or 60 tiraclimiv, 
fee Exod. xxi. 32. while in tltc prcfeiu eircumllan*es t>f 
thefe jewifn fiavca, ami thofe fo very numerous, 'I’hi- 
ladclphps would rnthcr redeem them at a cheaper than a» 
a deaiei rale,—tliere is great reafon-to prefer licrc Ar.h 
leus's copies bcfo'.e Tofephus’s. 
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licrs receive this redemption-money with 
■,pay, but the reft out of the king’s treafury ; 
Muppofe, that they were made captives, 
out ourfatlier’s confent, and againft equity; | 
hat their country was liaraifed by the in- j 
. , -..*ce of the foldicrs ; and tliat, by removing j 
ihcm inO-' Etrvpt, the foldicrs liavcmadc a great 
V>roht by them. Out of regard therefore to juf- 
iice, and out of pity to thofe that have been • 
tyrannized over, contrary to equity, 1 enjoin i 
chofe that liave fuch Jews in their fcrvicc to let 
them at liberty, upon the receipt of the bcforc- 
mentione ^ iuni; and that no one tife any de¬ 
ceit about them, but obey wluit is here coin- 
ananded. And I will, that they give in their 
naiues within three days, after tlic jiublication 
of this cdifl, to Inch as are appointed to c>t- j 
ecute the liune, and to produce tive Haves he- | 
lore them alio ; for 1 think it will be for the ! 
.ulvantage (A' iny affairs : And let every one i 
that will inlbnu againft thole that do not obey | 
ibis decree ; and 1 will, that their eftates he ! 
eonfircatcd into the king’s treafury,” When | 
ihis decree was read to the king, it at fn ft con- j 
laincd the rcfl that is here inlertcd, anti oniif- 
Icd ordy thofe ]e\vs that had lormcrly been 
Ijrought, and thole brought afterwards, wliich 
had not been diftindtly mentioned : fo he ad¬ 
ded thefe claufcs out of his humanity, and with 
great gencroiity. He alfo gave order, that the 
payment, which v/as likely to he done in an 
hurry, ftiould be divided among the king’s 
minillcrs, and among the officers of Ids trcai'u- 
ry. When this was over, v/hat the king had 
decreed was (julckly brought to a conclufion ; 
and this, in no more than Icvcn days time, the 
number of the talents paid for the captives be¬ 
ing above four-himdi\'J au.d ftxty; and this, 
becaufe their mailers rec'uired the [hundred 
andj twenty drachmfor the children alfo; the 
king hav’/ag, .in effcdl, commanded, that thclc 
Ihould bfc paid for, when he faid in his decree, 
that they ftiould. receive the forermentioued 
fum.for every Have. 

4. Now when this Iiad been done after lo 
magniiicent a manner, according to the king s 
inclinations, he gave order to Demetrius, to 
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give him in writing liis untiments cciucrrdng; 
the traideribing of the jewilli hooks ; for no 
]virt of the adminlllrallon is tlone nilhly by tluee 
kings, but all things arc inanjytd with greaf. 
circumipcclion. On which account 1 liave I'uh- 
joiued a cojiy of thel'e cjiillles, and lefdown tlie 
multitude of the veifels lent as gifts [to Icruia- 
1cm] and the conftrtnftion of every one, that 
the cxadlnels of the artificers wta kmanfhip, 
as it ajqiearcd to thofe that law them, and wdiicii 
workman made every vcficl, may be made ma- 
nifeft, aiul this on account of the evcdlcncv 
of the vciTcls thcmfclvcs. Now the copy cd' 
the cjiiflle was to this purj-ofe ; “ Dcmetilus to 
the great king. “When thou, (J !:in;r, gav- 
eft me a charge conrcrniiig the collecilou of 
hooks that were wanting to fill your library, 
and concerning the care that ought to he taken 
about fuch as are inqicrfcdf, I have tiled the 
iitmoft diligence about thofe rn.ittcrs. And 1 
let you know, that we want the hooks of the 
Jewifli legillatlcin, with fomc others ; fur they 
are written in llchrevvs charadlcis, and being 
in the language of that nation, arc to us un¬ 
known. It hath alfo happened to tliern, that 
they have been tranferihed more careiefsiy than 
they ought to have been, becaufe they have 
not had hitherto royal care taken about tl|ctn. 
Now it is ncccfTary that thou ftiouldcft. have 
accurate copies of, tliem. And indeed this le- 
giflation is lull of hidden wifdoin, and entirely 
hlamelels, as being the legiflalion of Clod ; Fop 
vvhich caufe it ic., as I lecateus of Ahdera lay;;, 
t]i.at the poets and hiftorians make no mentiou 
of it, nor of' thofe men who lead tlieir lives 
according les it, fmcc it is an Jioly law, and 
ought not to he pubhfhcd by prolane inmuhs. 
If then it plcafe tliec, O king, thou i i.ivd;. 
write to tlic higlr jnieft c'f the jews, tc leu.’ 
fix of the elders out of every tribe, and thofe 
fuch.as are moft fkilful in the laws, that by 
their means wc may learn the dear and agree¬ 
ing fenfc of thefe hooks ; and may obtain a?: 
accurate interpretation of their con'euts, ic.b ! « 
may have fncli a coiledlicn of tlicfc as n'’.ay.i)r 
fuitable to thy ccfirc. 

4,. y 
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4. When this epiftle was fent to the king, 
he commanded that an epiftle (hould he drawn 
lip for Eleazar, the Jewilh higli prieft, con¬ 
cerning thefe matters ; and that they ihould in- 
forna him of tlic releafe of the Jews that had 
been in flavery among u.ein. He alfo font fif¬ 
ty talenf^s of gold for the 1 iking of large bafons, 
und vialb, and cups, and an immenfe quanjtity 
of pi'ecious dones. He ifo gave order to thofe 
who had the cuftody c i the chefts that containr 
ed thole ftones, to give the artificers leave to 
chufe out what forts of them they pleafed. He 
withal appointed, that an hundred talents in 
.njoney Ihould he fent to the temple, for facri- 
fices, and for other ufes. Now I will give a 
defeription of thefe veffels, and the manner of 
their conftrudion, but not till after 1 have fet 
down a copy of the epiftle which was written 
to Eleazar the high prieft, who had obtained 
that dignity on tlic occafion following ; When 
•Onias the high prieft was dead, his fou Sirnon 
became his fuccclfor. He was called * Simon 
the becaufc of both his piety towards God, 
and his kind difpofition to tltofe of his own na¬ 
tion. When he was dead, and had left a 
young fon, who was called Onias, Simon’s bro¬ 
ther Eleazar, of t^hom wc are now fpeaking, 
took the high^ priefthood ; and he it was to 
whom Ptolemy wrote, and that in the manner 
following ; “ King Ptolemy to Eleazar the high 
-prieft, fendeth greeting, '^X’here were many 
•Jews who dwell now in my kingdom, whom the 
Perfians, when they were in power, carried 
oaptives. Thefe were honoured by iny father; 
fomc of them he placed in the army, and gave 
them greater pay than ordinary ; to others of 
them, when they came with him into Egypt, 
ho committed his garrifons, and the guarding 
of them, that they might be a terror to ,the 
Egyptians. And \v hen I had taken the govern- 
incut, I treated all men with humanity, and 
efpecialiy thofe that ate thy fellow-citizens, of 

* We ’ ave a very great cnfdmuijtn of this &imon the jt/flx 
the fun of Oai.is the fird, in the fiftieth chapter of EccW 
fiailicui, t’n ougli the wh(>ie chapter. Nor is it iaiproper 
to cor.lu't that chapter itlel'f upon this occafion. 

When v/e have hfix- and preferttiy mention made of 
fhiladelplius'j queen, and fitter Arfmoe, wc arc to re- 
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whom I have fet free above an hundred thou.- 
land that were flaves, and paid the price of 
their redemption to their mafters out Oi my 
own revenues ; and thofe that are cf a fit ■'gi? 
I have admitted into the number of my fcldfcrs. 
And for fuch as are capable of b e ing faithful fo 
me, and proper for my court, il hav»» paf iheiu 
in fuch a poll:, as thinking this Jkindnefs done 
to them] to be a very great and an acceptable 
gift, which I devote to God for his providence 
over me. And as I am defirous to do what will 
be grateful to thefe, and to all the other Jew's 
in the habitable earth, I ha’''e determined to 
procure an interpretation of your law, and to 
have it tranllated out of Hebrew into Greek, 
and to be repolited in my library. Thou wilt 
therefore do well to chufe out and fend to 
me men of a good charader, who are now 
elders in age, and fix in number out of every 
tribe. Thefe, by their age, miift he fkilful in 
the laws, and of abilities to make an accurate 
interpretation of them : and when this lhall be 
finilhed, I lhall think that I have done a work 
glorious to myfelf. And I have fent to thee 
Andreas, the captain of my guard, and Arif- 
teus, men whom I have in very great efteem; 
by whom I have fent thofe firft fruits which I 
have dedicated to the temple, and to the facri- 
fices, and tcf other ufes, to the value of an hun¬ 
dred talents. And if thou wilt fend to us, to 
let us know W'hat thou wouldeft have farther, 
thou wilt do a thing acceptable to me.” 

5. When this epiftle of the king w'as brought 
to Eleazar, he wrote an anfwer to it with 
all the refped poflible: “ Eleazar the high 
prieft, to king Ptolemy, fendeth greeting. If 
thou, and thy * queen Arfmoe, and thy child¬ 
ren, be w'eli, we are entirely fatisfied. When 
we received thy epiftle, we greatly rejoiced at 
thy intentions; And when the multitude were 
gathered together, we read it to th^em, and 

^ the 5 ;eby 

member, wiih Spanbeim, that Arfinoe was both his fifter 
ant} bis wife, according^ to tlic old cuAom of PerfiaV^and 
of hgypt art this very time; riay,tofthe Aflyrians long, af- 
terSvarit See Anti^r B XX. chap. ii. § i. Whence w« 
have, upon the coins of Phiiadelphusi this known inferip- 
tion, divine brother and 
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thereby mnde thoin of the piety tliou 

hall towanls Cod. We allb ibevved them the 
■■'.vcijt-y vialfi of gold, and thirty of filver, and 
O) • 'live large bafons, attd the table for l!ic 
i .'h : w-bread ; ar> alio the hundred talents for tlvc 
rdices, and for the making wbat lhall be 
hi’’ at the temple. Which things Andreas 
' Kid Aiiftcut., thofe moll; honoured friends of 
dilne, h.ive brought us: and truly they are 
iperfoas of an excellent charadler, and of great 
lea-'ning, and worthy of thy virtue. Know 
dien, tint we will gratify thee in what is for 
thy r.dvantage, though we do what we tiled 
not to do before ; for we ought to m'ake a re¬ 
turn for the numerous adds of klndncls which 
ihou liall done to our countrymen., We im¬ 
mediately therefore offered facrilices Im' thee, 
.nid thy lifter, with thy children,* and friends; 
and the multitude made prayers, that thy af- 
fiirs may be to thy mind; and th.at thy king- 
tlom may be preferved in peace ; and that the 
(ranll.uion of our law may come to the conclu- 
fiou thou delireft, and be for thy advantage. 
Wc have alfo chofen fix elders out of every 
tribe, whom we have fent, and the law with 
them. It will be thy part, out of thy piety 
and juftice, to fend hack the law, when it hath 
been tranllated ; and to return thofe to us that 
bring it in fiifety. Farewel.” 

6 . Tins was the reply which the liigh prieft 
made. But it docs not feem to me to he ne- 
ceflary to fet down the names of the feventy 
[two] elders, who were font by Eleazar, and 
carried the law, which yet were fuhjoincd at 
the end of the epiftle. However, I thought it 
not improper to give an account of thofe very 
valuable and artificially contrived vcflels which 
the king fent to God, that all may fee how great 
a regard the king had for God ; for the king 
allowed a*yaft deal of expences for thefe veftcls ; 
and came often to the workmen, and viewed 
their wc/ks', and fuftcred nothing of carelefncfs 
or negligence to be any damage to their opera¬ 
tions. And I will relate how rich they were as 
woifas l am able, although perhaps the nature 
of this hiftory may not require fuch a deferip- 
tiou ; but T Imagine 1 fliall thereby recommend 


;! the clcgaiit t.iftc cu.l m.iru.c.il;!','.; r ff;-; kinc; 
f to ihuielliat rc.ul l''.;'; Idih r-,. 

I 7. Ax'd fin'i 1 wifi ci^i'cn:'-:- v. ''Cion';;:'. to 
i tlic l.ihle. Jt w:is indccii in i'.c c:," , 1 miinl to 
I m dec this taldc v.iftiy larg'.' i'- i;; C/Mneufion-S ; 

; fnit then he gave 01 dt; ■, ihut'cc.- Icani 

! wliat w. IS the magiiitmle cftlic table '..liich wa ; 
i already at Jcrulalein, ane.l how le.r-';;; ii was, 

' and whether there w'cre .1 pudihiluv ol making' 
i one larger tlu'u it. xknd \'r!;en !;e -a as inform¬ 
ed lunv large that was vvlue!: was alre.ulv there, 
and that nothing himhsxl hut a firgcr •:iig!it he 
made, he laid, 1 nat iie was wdiliiig to have 
one made that ihoidd he five times m; large as 
, the prefent table, hut his fear was, thw i‘ might 
i he then ufclds in their faered miniftratious h.y 
' its too great largcnefs; for lie delired tliat the 
! gifts he prefented th.em, fitouki not only he 
j there for Ihew, but Ihould l>c iifeful alfo in 
I their lacrcd miniilratioii;;.” According to which 
, reafoning, that the former lalile was made of 
fo moderate a fi/c for ulc, an 1 not fi r want oi‘ 
gold, he rcfolved, that he would not exceed 
the former table in largcnefs, Init would make 
it exceed it in the variety and elegancy of its 
materials. And as he was figacious in oL'ferv- 
Ing the nature ol' all tilings, and in having a 
I juft notion of what was new and i'urprifing ; 

! and wiierc there was no fculptures, he would 
! invent fuch as were proper i>y his own [kill, 
and would flaew them to tire workmen, he 
commanded th.at fuch fculptures fhemld now he 
made, and that thofe which w-ere delineated 
fliould be moll accurately formed, by a con- 
ftant regard to their delineation. 

8. When therefore the W’orkmcn had un¬ 
dertaken to make tlie table, they framed it in 
length twm cubits [and an half] in breadth one 
cubit, and in lieight one cubit and an half; 
and the entire ftrudure of the woik Was of 
gold.' They withal made a crowm (>f an hand- 
breadth round it, with wave-work wreathed a- 
bout it, and wntli an engraving imitated a cord, 
and was admirably turned on its three parts; 
for as they were of a triangular figure, every 
angle had the fame difpofiuon of its fculptures, 
5 f that.. 
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that, when you turned them about, the very 
fame form of them was turned about witliout 
any variation. Now that part of the crown- 
work that was inclofcd under the tabic had its 
fculptnres very hcautifu!, but that part which 
went round on the outlide was more elaborate¬ 
ly adorned with moll beautiful ornaments, be- 
caufe it was txpofed to fiyht, and to the view 
of the IjaedLitors ; for which rc.iton it wa$^'that 
both thofc Tides wliicli were extant alifiBve the 
rell were acute, and none of the angles, which 
vfc bclbre told you were three, appeared lefs 
than another, when the table was turned about. 
Now into the cord-work thus turned were pre¬ 
cious Hones inferted, in rows parallel one to 
the other, inclofcd in golden buttons, which 
had ouches in them j but the parts which were 
on the fide of the crown, and were expofed to 
the fight, were adorned with a row of oval 
figures obliquely placed, of the moll excellent 
fort of precious Hones, which imitated rods 
laid clofe, and encompaffed the table round a- 
bout. But under thefe oval figures, thus en¬ 
graven, the workmen had put a crown all 
round it, where the nature of all forts of fruit 
was reprefented, inlbmuch, that the hunches of 
grapes hung up. And when they had made 
the ftohes to reprefent all the kinds of fruits be¬ 
fore-mentioned, and that each in its proper 
colour, they made them faft with gold, round 
the whole tabic. The like difpofition 'of tlie 
oval figures, and of the engraved rods, was 
framed under the crown, that the table might 
on each fide Ihew the fiinie appearance of variety, 
3’' 1 elegancy of its ornaments.; fo that neither 
tb nofition of tlie wave-work, nor of the crown, 
might he different, although the table were 
turned on the other fide, but that the profpe< 3 : 
of the lame artificial contrivances might be 
extended as fiir as the ft; for there was made 
a plate of gold, four fii ers broad, through the 
entire breadth of the tilde, into which they in¬ 
ferted the feet, and tlicn laftened them to the 
table by buttons, and button-holes, at the place 
whefc this crown was fituatc, that fo cm what 
fide foever of the table one Ihould fhind, it 
might exhibit the veryjame view of the exqui- 
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fite workmanlhip, and of the vaft expences be-' 
(lowed upon it; But upon the table itfelf they 
engraved a meander, inferting into it very ’>■ 
fuahle Hones in the middle, like Hars of v 
colours : the carbuncle and the erne'* 
of which fent out agreeable rays o^ 
fpcdlators ; wdth fuch Hones of 
as were moH curioils, and bcu , as 

being mofl precious in their kinc .ard by 
this meander, a texture of net-woi ran round 
it, the middle of which appeared like a rhom¬ 
bus, into which were inferted rock cryflal, and 
amber, which, by the great refemhlancc of the 
appearailce they made, gave wonderful delight, 
to thofc that faw them. The chapiters of the 
feet imitated the firH buddings of lilies, while 
their leaves were bent, and laid under the table, 
hut fo that chives were feen Handing up¬ 
right within them. Their bafes were made of 
a carbuncle ; and the plate at the bottom, 
which reHed on that carbuncle, w'as one palm 
deep, and eight fingers in breadth. Now they 
had engraven upon it, with a very fine tool, 
and with a great deal of pains, a branch of ivy, 
and tendrils of the vine, fending forth cluHers 
of grapes, that you would guefs they were no 
ways different from real tendrils ; for they 
were fo very thin, and fo very extended at 
their extremities, that they were moved with 
the wind, and made one believe that they 
were the produdl of nature, and not the rc- 
prefentation of art. They alfo made the en¬ 
tire workmanfhip of the table appear to be 
three-fold, while the joints of the feveral parts 
were fo united together as to he invifible, and 
the places where they joined could not he dif- 
tinguiHied. Now the thicknefs of the table was 
not Icfs than half a cubit. So that this gift, by 
the king’s great generofity, by the great value 
of the materials, and the variety of it^ exquifitc 
Hrudure, and the artificers flcill in (^imitating 
nature with graving tools, was at length brought 
to perfciHion, while the king was very defirdus, 
that though in largcnefs it were not to be dif¬ 
ferent from that which was already dedicated 
to God, yet tliat in exquifrte workmanfhip, 

and 
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and the novelty of the contrivances, and in the 
fplendor of its conftru£lion, it fliould far ex¬ 
ceed it, and be more illuilrious than that was. 

of the ciftcrns of gold, there were 
ure was of fcale-work, from 
elt-likc circle, with various forts 
Ted in the fpiral circles. Next 
to whKii, . ere was upon it a meander, of a 
cubit in height; it was compofed of ftones of 
all forts of colours. And next to this was the 
rod-work engraven ; and next to that was a 
rhombus, in a texture of net-work, drawn out 
to the b’-im of the bafon ; while fmall fhields, 
made of Itoncs, beautiful in their kind, and 
of four fingers depth, filled up the middle parts. 
About the ton of the bafon were wreathed the 
leaves of lilies, and of the convolvulus, and the 
tendrils of vines, in a circular manner. And 
this was the conftru£lion of the two ciftcrns of 
gold, each containing two firkins. But thofe 
which were of filvcr were much more bright 
and fplendid than looking-glafl'es ; and you 
might in them fee the images that fell upon 
them more plainly than in tlie other. The 
king alfo ordered thirty vials ; thofe of which 
the parts that were of gold, and not filled up 
with precious ftones, w'ere fhadowed over with 
the leaves of ivy, and of vines, artificially engra¬ 
ven. And thefe were the veftTels that were af¬ 
ter an extraordinary manner brought to this 
perfeiftion, partly by the Iklll of the workmen, 
who were admirable in fuch fme work, but 
much more by tlie diligence and generolity of 
the -king, who not only fupplied the artificers 
abundantly, and with great generolity, with 
what they wanted, but he forbad public audi¬ 
ences for the time, and came and flood by the 
workmen, and faw the whole operation. And 
tliis was the caufe, why the workmen were fo 
accurate in their performance,, becaufe they 
had regard to the king, and to his great con¬ 
cern about the vcffcls, and fo the more indc- 
fatigably kept clofe to the work. 

ig. And thcfcwerc what gifts were font by 
Ptofemy to Jerufalem, and dedicated to God 

* The Talmutlills fay, that it is not lawful to write the 
law in letters of gold, contrary to this certain and very 
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there. But when Elcaz.ar tlie high pi icft had 
devoted them to God, and had paid due rtlpcd; 
to thole that brought them, and bad given them, 
prefems to be carried to the king, he difmiftcd 
them. And when they weie come to’Alexan¬ 
dria, and Ptolemy lieard that they were conu > 
and that the (eventv ciders were come alfo, he 
prefcntly fent for Andicas and Arifteus, his 
ambalfadors ; who came to him, and dcliveicd 
him the cpilllc which they brought him from 
the high prieff, and made anfwcr to all the 
c]ucfl.ions he put to them by woui of mouth., 
lie then made hafte to meet the elders that 
came from Jerufalem, for the iutcrpreiation of 
tlic laws ; and he gave command, that every 
body, who came on occalions, Ihoukl he lent 
away ; wlftch was a thing furprifmg, and what 
he did not ufe to do ; for thofe that were drawn 
thither upon fuch occafions ufed to come to him. 
on the fifth day, hut ambaffadors at the month’s 
end. But when he had lent thofe away, he 
waited for thefe that were lent by Kicazar ; but 
as the old men came in with the prelcnts, which 
the high pridl had given them to bring to the 
king, and with the membranes, upon which 
they had their laws written in * golden letters, 
he put queftions to them concerning thofe 
books ; and when they had taken off the co¬ 
vers wherein they were wrapt up, they ihew- 
cd him the membranes. So the king Itood ad¬ 
miring the thinnefs cif thofe membranes, and 
the cxadlnefs of the junctures, wiiich could 
not be perceived (fo exatlly were they connetil- 
ed one with another); and this he did for a con- 
fidcrable time. He then faid, that he return¬ 
ed them thanks for coming to liim, and ftill 
greater thanks to him that lent them ; and, a- 
bove all, to that God whofe laws they appear¬ 
ed to be. Then did the elders, and thofe that 
were prefent with them, cry out W'ith one voice, 
and wiftied all hapjiincfs to the king. Upon 
which he fell into tears, by the violence of the 
pleafure lie had, it being natural to men to af¬ 
ford the fame indications in great joy that they 

' do 

ancient example. Sec Hutlfcnk and Relraul’e 'nole? 
here. 
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do I'oJc'' Tr.rrow''. And when he had hid them 
dcHvj tiic hooks to thOiC wiio were appointed 
lo rce.Ae them, ho faluted the men ; and faid, 
that it tv.r, hut juft to dil'courfc in the firft place 
of tiv errand tiv’y were ft-nt about, and then 
I'l addrcfti iomh to thcmfslves. He promiled 
however, that he would make tliis day on 
v,'!)ich t''.ey came to liitn rcrniikahlc and eini- 
Tient every year through the whole courfe of 
his luo ; for their coming to him, and the 
victory whicli Im. gained over Antigoniis by 
iia, p'’oecJ to be on tire very fame d;iy. He 
alf.o gtve orders, that they lliould fup with 
him ; iiid gave it in charge, that they Ihould 
have exccilcrit lodgings provided for them in 
t!-c upper part oh the chy. 

It. Now he that was appointed to take 
caic of the roeeptiou of ftrangers, Kicanor l)y 
name, called for Dorotheus, whole duty it was 
to make provilion for them, and bid him pre¬ 
pare for every out' of them what avoukl be 
rcquifitc ftar their diet, and way of living. 
V/hich thing vans ordered by the king after 
this manner : I le took care tliat thofe that be¬ 
longed to every city, which did not ufc the 
fanac way of living, that all things flaould be 
prepared for them according to the cuftom of 
thofe that came to liim, that being fcaftcd ac¬ 
cording to the ulinl method of their own way 
oflAiu''-, they might he the better plcafed, and 
vaight not be uucaiy at a:»v tiling done to them, 
iiosn which they were natuially avcrle. And 
ilils was now done in the cafe of tliefc men by 
l>o ro'dieus, who was put into this oliicc bc- 
caiilc OL his great flfill in Inch matters lielong- 
in/ to common lile : f or he took care of all 

V. ^ 

filch matters as toncerned the reception of 
iirangers, and appointed them double feats for 
them to lit on, ac.a a iling as the king had com¬ 
manded him to do ; lor he had commanded 
tluit iialf of their feats Ihould he let at his hand, 

Tills lb t’'c ninp cxainp!;' I have met with, 

ot I grace, or lliorr pi ivir, tir thankfgivhig before meat; 
vhiuh, as it is iifcd to be faid by an bc.uhen pneft, was 
ju'w fiid by lilca/ar, a Jcvifh piiell, who v as one of 
tiicfc ferenty-two i’ltei preters. 'fhe next example I have 
met with, Is ;h. r of the EiTenes, Of the War, B. II. chap, 
viii. ( 5. b >c’i arJ ai.;.r it; thofe of our ■Saviour 
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I and the other half behind his table, and took 
care that no refpedt ftiould be omitted that could 
he fticwn them. And when they w'erc thus fcf 
down, lie hidDorotheus to minifter to ail ti.nle 
that were come to him from Judea, afh - th,- 
manner they ufed to be miniftred to • hwf 
which caufe he fent away their facref! ' ■ mil's, 
and thofe that flew the facrifices, and tlic reft 
that ufed to fay grace ; but called to one cf 
thofe that were come to him, whofe name was 
Itlcazar, who was a prieft, and dcfired lu n to 
fay grace; who then ftoed in tlic miifll rf 
them, and prayed, “ that all prolperity mig'it 
\ attend the king, and thofe that were Ids fub- 
j jctils.” Upon which an acclamation was made 
by the w'hole company with joy, and a great 
noife ; and when that wms over, they fell to 
eating their lupper, .and to the enjoyment of 
what was fet before them. And at a little in¬ 
terval aftcinvard, when the king thought a fuf- 
ficicnt time had been interpofed, he began to 
talk philofophically to them, and heafkeii ever) 
one of them a j' philofophical queftion, and 
fiich an one as might give light in thofe cn- 
qxdrics: and wdien they had explained all 
the problems that had been propofed by the 
king, about every point, he rvas very well 
plcafed with their anfwens. This took up the 
twelve days in which they were treated : And 
he that pleafes may learn the particular quef- 
tions in that book of Ariftcus, which he wrote 
on this very occafion. 

12. And while not the king only, but the 
the philofophcr Menedemus alfo admired them, 
and faid, That “ all things were governed by 
providence ; and that it was probable, that 
thence it was that fuch force and beauty was 
difeovered in thefe men’s wordsthey then 
left oft’ afking any more queftions. But the 
king fail!, that he had gained very great advan¬ 
tages 

before it, M.irk. viii. 6 . Jolin vi. II, 23. and St Paul, 
A(Hs xxvii. 35. and a form of fuch a grace or prayer for 
Chrillians, <U the end of the fifth book of the Apoltolic.il 
Conllhutions, which feems to have been intendecl for 
both times, both before and after meat. 

f They were rather political queftions and anfwcrs, 
tending to the good and religious government of mankind. 
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Uges by their coming ; for that he had receiv¬ 
ed this profit from them, that he had learned 
how he ought to rule his fubjefts. And he 
gave order, that they flhould have every one 
three talcrits given them ; and that thole that 
rerc to coududt them to their lodging Ihould- 
do Accordingly, when three days were 
over, Dcmctiius took them, and went over 
the caufeway feven furlongs long; It was a 
bank in the fea to an ifland. And when they 
had gone over the bridge, he proceeded to the 
northern parts, and' flicwcd them where they 
Ihould meet, which was in an houfe that was 
built near the Ihore, and was a quiet place, 
and fit for their uiicourfing together about their 
\vork. When he had brought them thither, 
lie intreated them (now they had all things 
about them which they wanted for the inter¬ 
pretation of their law) that they would fufter 
nothing.to interrupt them in their work. Ac¬ 
cordingly ,jfhey made an accurate interpretation, 
with great zeal, and great pains : And this they 
continued to do till the ninth hour of the day; 
after which time they relaxed and took care of 
their body, while their food was provided for 
tlicm in great plenty ; befides, Dorotheus, at 
the king’s command, brought them a great 
deal of what was provided for the king hlml'elf. 
But in the morning they came to the court, 
and fainted Ptolemy, and then went away to 
tiieir former place, where, when they had 

walhed their hands, and purified themfelves, 
they betook themfelves to the interpretation of 
the laws. Now when the law was tranferibed, 
and the labour of interpretation was over, 
which came to its conclufion in feventy-two 
daysf Demetrius gathered all the Jews together 
to the place where the laws were tranllated, 
and where the interpreters were, and read them 
over. The multitude did alfo approve of thole 
elders that were the interpreters of the law. 
They withal commended Demetrius for his pro- 
pofal, as the inventor of what was greatly 

^ 'jriiis purific-ation of the interpreters, by wafliing in 
the fea, before they prayed to God, every morning, and 
before they fet about tranflating, may be compared with 
the like praAice of Peter the apoille, in the recognitions 
of Clement, B. IV. chap. iii. and 'B. V. chap, xxxvi. and 


for their happinSls ; and they dcfired, that he 
would give leave to their rulers alfo to read the 
law. Moreover, they all, both, the prieft, and 
the ancienteft of the elders, and the principal 
men of the commonweal, made it their re- 
qufeft, that fince the interpretation was hap¬ 
pily finifhed, it might continue in the ftatc it 
now was, and might not be altered. And 
when they all commended that defermination 
of theirs, they enjoined, tliat if any one obferved 
either any thing Ibjx'rlluous, or any thing o- 
mitted, that he would take a view of it again, 
and have it laid before ll’.cm, and correfted ; 
which was a wife adlion of their?, that when the 
thing was judged to have been well done, it 
might continue for ever. 

13. So. the king rejoiced, when he faw that 
his defign of this nature was brought to per- 
fedlion, to fo great advantage ; And he was 
chiefly delighted with hearing the laws read to 
him ; and was aftonillaed at the deep meaning 
and wifdom of the legillator. And he began 
to difeourfe with Demctriu.s, “How it came 
to pafs, that wlicn this legillation was fo won¬ 
derful, no one, cither of the poets or of the 
hiftorians had made mention of it.” Demetri¬ 
us made auiwcr, That “ no one durli be lo bold 
as to toucli upon the defeription of thefe laws, 
bccaufe they were divine, and venerable ; and 
becaiife fotnethat bad attempted it were afFli<£l- 
ed by God.” Me alfo told him, That, “ Theo- 
pompus was defirous of writing foincwhat a- 
b'out them, but was thereupon didnrbed in ids 
his mind for above thirty days time ; and upoti 
Ibme intermiffion of his didemper, he appeafed 
God [by prayer] as fufpccling that liis tnad- 
nefs proceeded from that caui'e.” Nay, in¬ 
deed, he farther faw a dream, that tliis dif- 
temper befel him while he indulged too great a 
curiofity about divine matters, and was defir- 
ous of publilhing them among common tncu : 
but that, when he left off that attempt, he re¬ 
covered 

with the places of the Profcuchrr, or of prayer, wbicb 
were fometimesbuilt near the fea or rivers nlfo. (>1 which 
matter, fee Antiq. B. XIV. chap. x. ij. au.i Acls xvi, 
13, T(S. 
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covered his undcrftanding again. Moreover, 
he informed him of Theododes, the tragic po¬ 
et, concerning vvliom it was reported, that 
v/Iica, in a certain dramatic reprefentation, he 
was deiirous to make mention of things that 
were contained in the faered books, he was af¬ 
flicted with a darknefs in his eyes; and that 
upon his being confeious of ti\c occafioii of his 
difletnper, and appealing Cjod [by prayer] he 
lie was freed from that of affliction. 

34. And when the king had received thefe 
hooks from Demetrius, as we have faid already, 
he adored them ; and gave order, that great 
care flroald he taken of them, that they might 
remain nneormpted. lie r.lfo dclired that the 
interpreters vrould come often to him out of 
Judea, and that both on account of the re- 
fpeds that he would pay them, and on account 
<T the prefenls lie would make them ; For he 
faid, “ It was now Imt juft to fend them away, 
allhouirh if, of their own accord, thev would 
come to him hereafter, they fhould obtain all 
that their own wililoni might juftly require, 
and what his generolity was able to give them.” 
fo he then fent them away ; -atul gave to every 
one, of them three garment:; of tlic heft fort, 
and tvjo talents of gold, and a cup of tlie va¬ 
lue of one talent, and the furniture of the room 
wherein they were fealled. And thefe were 
the things he prefented to them. Ihi^by them 
he fc.nl to I'.lcazar the high prieft, ten beds, vv^ith 
the feet of lilver, and the lurniture to them be¬ 
longing, am! a cup of tlie value of thirty talents; 
and helides thefe, ten garments, and purple, and 
a very beautiful crown, and an hundred pieces 
of tije lincll woven linen: as alfo vials, and 
difhes, and veft’els for pouring, and two gold¬ 
en cifterns, to be dedicated to God. He alfo 
defired him, by an epiftlc, that he would give 

* 7 'hc ufi'. of oil wii'’. iniich greater, and tlic donatives 
0/ it much more valuable 1:1 Judea, and the tu-iglibouring 
eountrier, than it i:: ainuiigit u.s. It was alfo, in the days 
of Jofepluifi, thought unlawful for Jew;, to make ufe of 
any oil tliat wai, pre-pared by heath.ens, perhaps on ac¬ 
count of fome fuperUltions, intermix,ed. with its prepara¬ 
tion by thole heathens. Wlien, therefore, the heathens 
were to make thera a donative of oil, they pud them 
iporicy inftcad of it.' See Of th? War, B. II. ch. 21, 4 2. 


OF THE JE'WS. ^<jokXII. 

thefe intei'preters leave, if any of them were 
deiirous, of coming to him, becaufc be highly 
valued a converfation with men of fuch learn¬ 
ing; and fhould be very willing to flty out hit, 
w’calih upon fuch men. And th’ 
came to the Jews, and was m’ 
and honour', from Ptolemy 

CHAP. 111. 

IIo'W the Kings of Afia honoured the Nation of 
the Jenz's^ and made them Citizens of ilff 
Cities ivbicb they built. 

§ i.^ I 'HE Jews alfo obtained honours from 
J|[ the kings of Afia, when they Lecamc 
their auxiliaries ; for Seleucus Nicanor made 
them citizens in thofe cities which he built in. 
Afla, and in the lower Syria, and in the me¬ 
tropolis itfelf, Antioch ; and gave them privi¬ 
leges equal to tliofe of the Macedonians and 
Greeks, who were the inhabitants, infomuch, 
that thefe privileges continue to this very day: 
An argument for which you have in this, that 
whereas the jews do not make ufe ofoil pre¬ 
pared by foreigners, they receive a certain furn 
of money from the proper officers belonging to 
their cxcrcifcs as the value of that oil; wliich 
money, w’hen the people of Antioch W'ould 
have deprived them of, in the laft war, Mun- 
claruis, wlio was then prefideiit of Syria, pre- 
feiwed it to them. And when the people of 
Alexandria and of Antioch did, after that, at 
the time that AArpafian and Titus his fon go¬ 
verned the habitable earth, pray, that thefe privi¬ 
leges of citizens might be taken away, they did 
not obtain their requeft. In wdiich behaviour 
any one may difeern the f equity and generolity 

of 

\ 

the Life of Jofephus, § 13. and Hudfon’s note on the 
place before us. 

f Thl.s, and the like great and jiifl chxivufter.s of the 
pillicc, and equity, and generofity of tlic old Romans, 
bolli to the Jews and other con.qaered nations, affords 
us a \ery good rtafon, why Almighty Cod, upon tlic 
Tcjcetion of the Jews for tlieir wickediiefs, thofe them 
for his people, a)Kl ftrll eftablifhed Cliriflianity in tliat 
empire. Of which matter, fee Jofephus here, § 2. as alfo 
Antiq. B. XIV. ch. x. J 22, 23. P. X\l. ch, 2. § 4. 
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of the Romans, efpecially of Vefpafian and 
'fitus, who, although they had been at a great 
deal of pains in the war againll th<; Jews, and 
were exasperated againft them, becaufe they 
did not de^liver up their weapons to them, hut 
ix ntinued the war to the very lad ; yet did 
not take away any of their fore-mention¬ 
ed privileges belonging to them as citizens, hut 
reftrained their anger ; and overcame the pray¬ 
ers of the Alexandrians and Antiochians, who 
were a very powerful people, Infomuch, that 
they did not yield to them, neither out of their 
favour to theie people, nor out of their old 
grudge at thofe whofe wicked oppofition they 
had fuhdued in ihc war : nor would they alter 
any of the ancient favours granted to the Jews, 
but faid, that thofe v/ho had borne arms againft 
them, and fouglit them, had ftilfercd punifh- 
ment already, and that it was not juft to de¬ 
prive thofe that had not offended of the pri¬ 
vileges they enjoyed. 

2. We alfj know, that Marcus Agrippa was 
of the like difpofuion towards tliejews: For 
wlien tlic people of Ionia were very angry at 
them, and befoughf .\grippa, that they, and 
they ordy, might have thofe privileges of citi¬ 
zens, which Antiochus, the grandfon ofSelcu- 
cus (who by the Greeks was called the God) 
had beftowed on them; and defircd, that if 
the jews were to be joint-partakers with them, 
they might be obliged toworlhip the gods they 
themfclvcs worlhippcd : hut when theie mat¬ 
ters were brought to tlic trial, the Jews pre¬ 
vailed, and obtained leave to makeufe of their 
own cuftoms, and this under the patronage of 
Nicolaus of Damafeus; for .\grippa gave fen- 
tence, that he could not Innovate. And if any 
one hath a mind to know this matter accurate¬ 
ly, let him perufe the hundred and twenty- 
third, and hundred and twenty-fourth book of 
the hiftory of this Nicolaus. Now as to this 
determination of Agrippa, it is not fo much to 
he admired ; for at that time our nation had nor 
made W'^ar againft the Romans: But one may 
WeU’be alionilhed at the generolity of Vcfpa- 
fian and Titus, that after fo great wars am^ 
cont^fts which they had with us, they ftioukl 
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ufe fuch moderation. But I will now return 
to that part of my hiftory, wdictice 1 made the 
prelenl digreftion. 

g. Now it happened, that in the reign of 
Antiochus the Great, whor uk-d over ;dl Alia, 
that the jews, as W'cll as the inliahitants of 
Cclefyria, fuffered greatly, and their land w'as 
forely haralled : For while he was at w'ar w'ith 
Ptolemy Philopator, and with his ion, wlio was, 
called Epipbcitia:^ it fell out, that thefe nations 
wxre equally lufferers, both wdicn he was beat¬ 
en, and wlien he beat the others ; ho that they 
were very like to a Ihip in a ftorm, which is tot- 
fed by the waves on both fn'.es ; and jidt thus 
were they in tlicir lituation in tlic middle bc- 
tw^een Antiochus’s profperity, and its change 
to advcrlity. But at length, when Antiochus 
had beaten Ftolcmy, he feized upon jiulea: 
And when Philopator w'as dead, his Ion fent 
out a great army under Scopas, the general of 
his forces, againft the inhaldtants of Celcfyria, 
who took many of their cities, and in patticu- 
lar our nation ; which, when lie fell upon 
them, went over to him. Yet was it not long 
afterward wdicn Antiochus overcame Scopas, 
in a battle fought at the fountains of jordan, 
and deftroyed a great part of his army. But 
afterward, wdicn Antiochus fubdued thole cities 
of Celclyria which S^-ojias had gotten into his 
pofleffion, and Samaria vdtli them, the Jews, 
ot their own accord, went over to him, and 
received him into the city j jerufa'.cm] and gave 
plentiful proviiion to all Ids army, and to his 
elephants, and readily allilled him when he 
bclieged tlic garrifon wliich was la the citadel 
of jcrufalcnn Wherefore, Aiuioclius thought 
it but juft to requite the jews diligence and 
zeal in his iervice ; So he wrote to the gene¬ 
rals of his armies, and to his friends, and gave 
teftimony to the gofid behaviour of the Jews 
towards him, and infinncd lliem what lenvards 
he had refolved to bcAow' on them for that their 
behaviour. I wiU fet down prei'eutlv the 
epiftles themfclvcs, wdiieh he evrote to Ids ge¬ 
nerals concerning them, but will iirft pvmhice 
the teftimony of Polybius of Mcgp.lopolls; for 
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iiius docs lie fpeak, in the fixteenth book of 
Ins hidory : “ Nov/ Scopas, the ■general of Pto- 
letny’s army, went in liafte to the fupeiior parts 
of the country, and in the winter time over¬ 
threw the nation of the Jews. He alfo faith 
in the faiue book, that when Scopas was con¬ 
quered by Antiochus, Antiochus received Ba- 
tanea, and Samaria, and Abila, and Gadara; 
and that, a while afterwards, there came in to 
him thofe Jews that inhabited near that temple 
•which was called Jurufalcm ; concerning which, 
although I have more to fay, and particularly 
concerning the prefence of God about that 
temple, yet do I put ofl' that hillory till another 
opportunity.” This it is which Polybius re¬ 
lates. But we will return to the lories of the 
hiftory, when we have firft produced the cpiftles 
of king Antiochus. 

, “ King Antiochus to Ptolemy, fendeth greeting: 

“ Since the Jews, upon our lirft entrance 
on their country, demonllratcd their friendlhip 
towards us; and when we came to their city 
fJerufalem] received us in a fplendid manner, 
and came to meet us with their fenate, and 
gave abundance of provifuias to our foldicrs, 
and to the elephants, and joined with us in 
ejeding the|^rrifon of the Egyptians that were 
in the citadcil^, vve have thought fit to reward 
tlicm, and to retrieve the condition of their ci¬ 
ty, which hath been greatly depopulated by 
fuch accidents as have befallen its inhabitants, 
and to bring thofe that have been fcattcrcd ar 
broad back to the city. And, in the lirft place, 
we have determined, on account of their piety 
towards Cod, to bellow’- on them, as a pynfion, 
for their ficrifices of animals, that are lit for 
facrifice, for wine, and oil, and frankincenfg, 
the value of twenty thoufand pieces of filver, 
and [fix] facred artalia; of line flour, -with one 
thoufand four hundred and fixty medimni of 
wheat, and three hundred and feventy-five rae- 
dimni of fait. And thefe x>ayments 1 would 
have fully paid them, as I have fent orders to 
you. I. would alfo have the •work about the 
temple finilhed, and the cloifters, and if there ' 
be any thing clfe that ought to be rebuilt. And 


for the materials of w'ood, let it be brough 
them out of Judea itfelf, and out of the othei 
countries, and out of Libanus, tax free: anc 
the fame I would have cl ferved as.to thole 
other materials which will be neceflary. in or¬ 
der to render the temple more glorioi s. And. 
let all of that nation live according to li.c 
of their own country : and let the lenatc, and 
the priefls, and the feribes of the temple, and 
the facred lingers, be difeharged from poll-mo¬ 
ney, and the crown tax, and other taxes alfo. 
And that the city may the fooncr recover its 
inhabitants, I grant a difebarge from taxes for 
three years to its prefent inhabitants; and to 
fuch asfliall come to it, un'il the month Hy- 
perbereteus. We alfo difcl.arge them for the 
future from a third part of their taxes, that the 
loflcs they have fullained may be repaired. 
And all thofe citizens that have been carried 
aw’-ay, and are become Haves, we grant them 
and their children their freedom ; and give or¬ 
der, that their fubftance be reftored to them.” 

4. And thefe were the contents of this epiflie. 
He alfo publifhed a decree, through all his king¬ 
dom, in honour of the temple, which contain¬ 
ed what follows; “ It fliall be lawTul for no fo¬ 
reigner to come within the limits of the temple 
round about; which thing is forbidden alfo to 
the Jews, unlefs to thofe who, according to their 
owm cuftom, have purified themfelves. Nor lev 
any flelh of horles, or of mules, or of afies, be 
brought into the city, whether they be wild or 
tame ; nor that of leopards, or foxes, or hares ; 
and, in general, that of any animal which is' 
forbidden for the Jews to eat. Nor let their 
fldns he brought into it; nor let any fuch ani¬ 
mal be bred up in the city. Let them only be 
permitted to ufe the facrificcs derived from their 
forefathers, with which they have been obliged 
to make acceptable atonements to God. And 
he that tranfgreffeth any of thefe orders, let 
him pay to the priefls three thoufand drachmae 
of filver.” Moreover, this Antiochns bare tef- 
tiinony to our piety and fidelity, in an epiflie 
of his, written when he was informed of a 
fedition in Phrygia and Lydia, at whichtime 

he 
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he was in the fupcrior provinces, wherein he 
commanded Zeuxis, the general of his forces, 
and his inoft intimate friend, to fend fomc of | 
our nation out of Babylon into Phrygia. The ! 
cji'PE w; s this : 

“ Ili’iT Antiochus to Zeuxis his father, fendeth 
■’ greeting: 

“ If you arc in health, it is well. I alio 
am in health. Having been informed that a 
fcdltion is arifen in Lydia and Phrygia, 1 
thought that matter re([uired great care ; And 
upon advifing wltli my friends what was fit to 
be done, it hath been thought proper to re¬ 
move two thoLifand families of Jews, with their 
elFeols, out of Mefoffctamia and Babylon, unto 
the calllcs and places that lie moll; convenient; 
for I am perfuaded, that they will be well-dif- 
pofial guardians of our polIeHions, becaufe of 
their piety towards God, and becaufe 1 know 
that iny prcdcccffors have borne witnefs to 
them, that they are faithful, and with alacrity 
do what they arc delired to do. I will, there¬ 
fore, though” it be a laborious work, that thou 
remove thefc Jews, under a promile,'that they 
fiiall be permitted to ufe their own laws. And 
vrhen thou lhalt have brought them to the 
places fore-mentioned, thou lhalt give every 
one of their families a place for building their 
houfes, and a jiortion of land for their huf- 
bandry, and for the plantation of their vines ; 
and thou lhalt difeharge them from paying 
taxes of the fruits of the earth for ten years; 
And let them have a proper quantity of wheat 
for the maintenance of their fervants, until tb.ey 
receive bread-corn out of the earth : Alfo, let , 
a fufficient lharc be given to fuch as minillcr j 
to them in the necelhiries of life, that, by en¬ 
joying the effeds of our humanity, they may 
Ihew themfelves the more willing and ready 
about our affairs. Take care likewife of that 
nation, as far as thou art able, that they may 
not have any dillurbancc given them by any 
bne.»” Now thefe teftimonials which I have 
produced, are fufficient to declare the friend- 
Ihip that Antiochus the Great bare to the 
Tews. 

x‘ 0 
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Jlaw yinilochus nuidc a ivitb Vtauniy ; 

and hoxv Qnlas picrcok^d Piuhiny Kue^getes 
tn Anger ; and hoiv y'J'e/’b brought all 
"Things right agahy and entered into Fricnd- 
Jhip ivith him; and ivhat other Thingx wetr 
done by 'jopepb and his Son Hyr:iini/s. 


5 I. /\ F T E R this, Arn-’oclms made a 
JL frlcndllup and a league wiih Pto¬ 
lemy ; and gave him his d.-iughter fllccpatra 
to wife, and yielded nj-) to him Ce'elVria, and 
Samaria, and Judea, and Piumicia, hy way of 
dowry. And upon the divlfion the taxes 
between the two kii'.gs, all the principal men 
farmed the taxes of their fcvcral conntrics, and 
collcding the lum that was fettled for them, 
paid the fame to the [two] kings. Now at 
this time, the Samaritans were in a Hourilhing 
condition, and much diflrcfTcd the Jews, ct:t- 
ting off parts of their laitJ, and c.iiTying off 
Haves. This Itappci'.c ! when Oni;;s vas high 
priell ; for after Elcazc.r’s death, liis uncle !Vla~ 
naffeh took the pricllhood ; and after he had 
ended his life, Onias received that dignity. He 
was the fon of Simon, who was railed the yujl; 
which Simon was the brother of E!ea/ar, as 1 
laid before. This Onias ^V3S on a (d a little 
foul, and a great lover of money ; and for 
that reaibn, hccaufe he did net pay that tax 
of twenty talents of filver, wiiicli his ffr -- 
fathers }>aid to tliel'c kings, out oi ihicir ttwu 
ellates, he jtrovoked king Ptolemy Euergetes 
to anger, who was the father of Philopator. 
TIus Euergetes lent an amh Jlaif. r to jeruri- 
lem, and complained that Onla.', didi not jtny 
his taxes ; and threatened, that ir in' di(T not 
receive them, he would ffizc upon tlicir land, 
and fend foldiers to live upon it, fVheis the 
Jews heard this incffage of the king, they were 
confounded : But fo fordidly covetous was O- 
nias, that nothing of this nature made him 
afliamed. 

2. There was now one yofetd.y young in 
age, .but of great reputation among tlic people 

5 I I oi’ 
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of Jcrufalem, for gravity, prudence, andjulllce. 
His fatiier’s name was 'I'oblas ; and his mother 
was the iillcr of Onias the higli prieft, who in¬ 
formed him of the corning of the ambaffador ; 
for li6”was then fojourning village named 
* P/arW, 'where he was borrf; ' Hereupon, he 
ettme to the city [Jerufalera] and reproved Oni¬ 
as for not taking care of the prel'ervation of his 
eoiintrymen, but bringing the nation into dan¬ 
gers, by not paying this money. I'or which 
prefervation of them, he told him, he had re¬ 
ceived the authority over them, and had been 
made high pried ; But tliat, in cafe he was fo 
great a lover of money, as to endure to fee his 
country in danger on tliat account, and his 
countrymen fufier the greateil damages, he ad- 
vifed him to go to the Jdng, and petition him 
to remit, either the whole, or a part of the fum 
demanded; Onias’s anfvvcr was this, I’hat he 
did not care for his authority, and that he was 
ready, if the thing were pradicable, to lay 
■down bis high prieflhood ; and that he would 
not go to the king, becaufe he troubled not him- 
felf at all about fuch matters. Jofeph then 
afked him, If he would not give him leave to 
go ambaffador on behalf of the nation ? He re¬ 
plied, That he would give him leave. Upon 
which, Jofeph went up into the temple ; and 
called the multitude together, to a congregation, 
and exhorted them not to be diilurbed, nor af¬ 
frighted, becaufe of his uncle Onias’s carelcf- 
nefs, but dclired them to be at reft, and not 
terrify theml'elvcs with fear about it; for he 
promifed tliem, that he would be their ambaf¬ 
fador to the king, and perfuade him, that they 
had done him no-wrong. And when the mul- 
titu4p heard this, they returned thanks to Jo¬ 
feph. So he went down from the temple, and 
treated Ptolemy’s ambaffador in an hofpitable 
manner. He alfo prefented him with rich 
gifts', and feafted him magnificently for many 
days, and then fent him to the king Ircfore him, 
and told him, that he would foon follow him ; 
fox he was now more willing to go to the king, 

* The name -of this place, jP/jht/, is the very fame 
with that of the chief captain of AbimeJ6«|i's hoft, in the 
djiys of Abraham, Gen. xxi. 22. and poffiWy be 
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by the encouragement of the ambaffador, who 

earneftly perfuaded him to come into Egypt ; 

and promifed him, that he wot’’-’ ‘ ’ 

that he fliould obtain every thing 

ed of Ptolemy, for he was highly 

his frank and liberal temper, and r 

vity of his deportment. r. - 

3. WujEN Ptolemy’s ambaffador W'as come 
into Egypt, he told the king of the thoughtlefs 
temper of Onias; and informed him of the 
goodnefs of the difpofition of Jofeph ; and that 
he was coming to him, to e.xcufe the multi¬ 
tude, as not having done him any harm, for 
that he was their patron. In fhort, he was fo 
very large in his encomiums upon the young 
man, that he difpofed bt5th the king and his 
vvife Cleopatra to have a kindnefs for him be¬ 
fore he came. So Jofeph fent to his friends at 
Samaria, and borrowed money of them; and 
got ready what was ncceffary for his journey, 
garments, and cups, and beafts for burden, 
wdiich amounted to about twenty tlioufand 
drachmas, and went to Alexandria. Now it 
happened, that at this time all the principal 
men and rulers went up out of the cities of 
Syria and Phenicia, to bid for their taxes; for 
every year the king fold them to the men of 
the greateft power in every city. So thefe men 
faw Jofeph journeying on the way, and laughed^ 
at him for his poverty and meannefs., But 
when he came to Alexandria, and heard that 
king Ptolemy was at- Memphis, he went up 
thither to meet with him; which happened as 
the king was fitting in his chariot, with his- 
wife, and with his friend Athenion, who was 
the very perfon who had been ambaffador at 
Jerufalem, and been entertained by Jofeph. 
As foon tlierefore as Athenion faw him, h&pre« 
fently made him known to the king, how good 
and generous a young man he was.. So Pto¬ 
lemy fainted him firft, and defired him to come 
up iitto his chariot; and as Jofeph fat there, 
he began, to complain of the management of 

Onias. 

the place of tliat Phicol's nativity or abode j for h feems 
to have been in the fouth part of Paleftine, as that 
was. 



Chap. iV. 


ANTI QJJ ITIES OF THE JEWS. 


Onias. To which he anfwcred, Forgive him, 1 
on account of his age, for thoti canft not certain¬ 
ly lie unaccjuainted with this, that old men and 
in!.iiit>#ia e their minds exactly alike; but thou | 
'{\ '.I havf from us, who are young men, every 
thing thjii defireft, and fhalt have no caufe to 
comp., in.' With this good humour and pleaf- 
antry of the young man, the king was fo de¬ 
lighted, that he began already, as though he 
had long experience of him, to have a fti'l 
greater alFciliou for him, infomuch, that he 
iiad him take his diet in the king’s palace, and 
lie a gued at his own table, every day. But 
when tlie king was come to Alexandria, the 
principal men of Syria faw him fitting with the 
king, and were much offended at it. 

4 . And when the day came an which the 
king was to let the taxes of the cities to farm, 
and thofe that were the principal men of digni¬ 
ty in their feveral countries were to hid for 
them, the fum of the taxes together, of Cele- 
t'yria and Plienicia, and Judea, with Samaria 
[as they were bidden for] came to eight thou- 
i'aud talents. Hereupon, jofeph acciifed the 
bidders, as having agreed together to eflimate 
the value of the taxes at too low a rate ; and 
he promifed, that he would himfelf give twice 
as much for them ; but for thofe who did not 
pay, he would fend the king home their whole 
fubftance ; for this privilege was fold together 
with the taxes thcmfelves. The king was 
pleafed to hear tdat offer; and bceaufe it aug¬ 
mented his revenues, he, faid, he would con¬ 
firm the fale of the taxes to him. But then he 
afked him this queflion. Whether he had any 
fureties that would be bound for the' payment 
of the money ? He anfwered very pleafantly, 

I will give fuch fecurity, and thofe of perfons 
good and refponfihle, and which you fliall have 
nd i^fdn to diflruft., And when he bid him 
name them, who they were, he replied, I give 
thee no other perfons, O king, for my fureties, 
than thyfelf, and this thy wife; and you lhall 
be fscurity for both parties. So Ptolemy laugh¬ 
ed at the propofals, and granted him the farm- 
,ing of the taxes without any Sureties. This 
procedure was a fore grief to thofe that came 
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from the cities into Egypt, wlio were utterly 
difappointed ; and they returned every one to 
their own country with flvamc. 

5. But Jofeph took with liim rwo tlunifnul 
foot foldiers from the king; for he tiflircd hr 
might have fome afliflance,, in order to force 
lucli as were refraftory in the cities to paw 
And borrowing of tiie king's friends at Alexan¬ 
dria live hundred talents, he made hade back 
into Syria. And wlren he was at Afkclon, and 
demanded their taxes of the people of Alkelon. 
they refufed to pay any thing; and affronted 
him alfo: Upon which he feized upon about 
twenty of the jTi'incipai men, and flew them, 
and gathered what tlicy had together, and fent 
it all to the king; and informed liim what he 
had (lone, Ptolemy wondered at the prudent 
condudl: of thc'tnan, and commended him for 
what lie had done; and gave liim leave to du 
as he pleafed. When the Syrians heard of this, 
they were aflonilhed ; and having before them 
a fad example in the men of Afkelon, that were 
flain, they opened tlieir gate?, and willingly 
admitted Jofeph, and paid their taxes. And 
when the Inhahitanis of Scythopolis attempted 
to alfront him, and would not pay him thofe 
taxes which tliey formerly uied to pay, with¬ 
out dilputing about them, he Hew alfo the prin¬ 
cipal men of that city, and fent their elfcdls to 
the king. By this means he gathered great 
wealth together, and made vail gains by thi ■ 
farming of llie taxes; and he made life ofvvhal 
eftate he had thus gotten, in order to fuppoit 
his authority, as thinking it a piece of p:\ideaci- 
to keep what had been tiic occafion and four. - 
dation of Ids prefent good fortun: ■; and 
he did by the afiiPa’uce of wlrat he vas alrendr 
polfefl'ed of; for he }n*ivdtfly feat may preiciU'i 
to the king, and to Cdeopatra, and to then 
friends, and to all tliat were powerful about 
the court, and thereby purchafed their good 
will to himfelf. 

6^ Tills |TfOOd fortune he enjoyed for twer- 
ty-two years; and was become the ia‘jtcr of 
fcvcnXons, by one wife,; he had aii'o another 
I'on, 'et'hofe name tvas Jiynanus^ by his brother 

So*. 
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SoiyiBiUb'o dau^Iiter, whom he married on the 
idlowing occnfion. He once came to Alex¬ 
andria with his l)rothcr, who had along with 
him a daughter already marriageable, in order 
to give'her in w'cdlock to fome of the jews of 
chief dignity there. He then fupped with the 
king; and falling in love with an adrefs, that 
was of great beauty, and came into the room 
where they feafted, he told his brother of it, 
and intreated him, becaufe a Jew is forbidden 
by their law to come near to a foreigner, to 
conceal his offence, and to be kind and fubfer- 
vient to him, and to give him the opportunity 
of fulfilling his defircs. Upon which his bro¬ 
ther willingly entcitaincd the propolal of ferv- 
iug him, and adorned his own daughter, and 
brought her to him by night, and put her into 
his bed. And jofeph being difordcred with 
drink, knew not wlio flie was, and fo lay with 
his brotlier’s daughter; and this he did many 
times, and loved her exceedingly ; and faid to 
Ills brother, tliat he loved this adtrefs fo well, 
that he ihould run the liazard of his life [if he 
inuif part with lier] and yet probably the king 
w’ouid not give him leave [to take her with him]. 
But Ills brotlier liid him be in no concern about 
that matter, and told him, he might enjoy her 
w'hom he loved wfithout any danger, and might 
have her tor his wife ; and opened the tiuth 
of the' matter to him, and affured him that he 
( hnie rather to have his own daughter abided, 
than to overlook iiim, and fee him come to [pub¬ 
lic] dilgracc. So Jofeph commended him for 
this his brotherly love ; and married his daugh¬ 
ter : and by her hegit a fon, wdtolc name wms 
'Hynanns^ at tve faid before. And, when this 
his jmungeli: fon ihewed, at thirteen years old, 
a mind that was both courageous and wife, 
-md was greatly envied by liis brethren, as be¬ 
ing of a genius much above them, And fiich ail 
one as they might well envy, Jofeph had once a 
mind to know which of his foils had the beft 
difpol'itiou to virtue; and 'when he fent them I 
feverally to thofe that had then the bcfl repu¬ 
tation for irdlruCling youth, the red of his 
children, by reafon of their doth, and unwill- 
ingnefs to lake pains, returned to him foolifh 
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and unlearned. After them he fent out the 
youngeft, Hyreanus; and gave him three hund¬ 
red yoke of oxen, and bid him 
journey into the wildernefs, and 
there, and yet kept back private 
of the oxen that coupled them toge 
Hyreanus came to the place, an^ *>. iiad 

no yokes with him, he contemned the drivers 
of the oxen, who advifed him to fend fomc to 
I his father, to bring them fome yokes ; but he 
i thinking that he ought not to lofc his time, 
i while they Ihould be fent to bring him the 
yokes, he invented a kind of.ftra' igem, and what 
I’uited an age elder than his own: for he flew 
ten yoke of the oxen, and diftributed their flefli 
among the labourers, and cut their hides into 
I’everal pieces, and made him yokes, and yok¬ 
ed the oxen together with them ; by which 
means he fowed as much land as his father had 
appointed him to fowg and returned to him. 
And when he was come back, his father was 
mightily plcafcd with his fagacity, and com¬ 
mended the fliarpncfs of his underilanding, and 
his boldnefs, ir what he did- And he ftill 
loved him the more, as if he were his only 
genuine fon, while his brethren were much 
troubled at it. 

7. But when one told him, that Ptoleniy 
had a fon jull born, atid that all the principal 
men of Syria, and the other countries fubjedl 
to him, were to keep a feftival, on account of 
the child’s birth-day, and w'ent away in hafte 
with great retinues to Alexandria, he was him- 
fclf indeed hindereif from going by old age ; 
but he made trial of his fons, whether any of 
them would be willing to go to the king. And 
when the elder fons cxcui'ed themfelves from 
i going, and faid, they were not courtiers good 
' enough for fuch converfation, and advifed him 
to fend their brother Hyreanus, he gladly 
hearkened to that advice; and called Hyrea¬ 
nus, and afked him, Whether he could go to 
the king ? and whether it was agreeable. to 
I him to go, or not ? and upon his promife that 
be would go, and his faying that- be ijiould 
not want much money for his joujliiey, be- 

caufc 
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caufe he would live moderately, and thsh ten 
thoafand drachmae would be fufficient, he was 
plearfed with his fon’s prudence. A^ter a little 
while,, the fon advifed his father not to fend 
liis p-^fci'ts to the king from thence, but to 
give him a letter to his fteward at Alexandria, 
that he might furnifh him with money, for 
purchafing what fltould be moll excellent and 
mod precious. So he thinking that the cx- 
pence of ten talents would be enough for pre- 
I'cnts to be made the king, and commending 
his ion, as giving him good advice, wrote to 
Arion hi'? ftev^ ard, that managed all his money- 
matters at Alexandria (which money was not 
Id's than three thoufand talents) on his account; 
for Jofeph fent the money he received in Syria 
to Alexandria. And when the day appointed 
for the payment of the taxes to the king came, 
he wrote to Arion to pay them. So when the 
fon had aiked his father for a letter to this 
fteward, and had received it, he made hade to 
Alexandria. And when he was gone, his breth¬ 
ren wrote to all the king’s friends, that they 
fhould dedroy him. 

8. But when he was come to Alexandria, 
•he delivered his letter to Arion, who afked 
him, how many talents he would have ? (hoping 
he would alk for no more than ten, or a little 
more) he faid, he wanted a thoufand talents. 
At which the deward was angry, and rebuked 
him, as one that intended to Jive extravagant¬ 
ly ; and he let him know how his father had 
gathered together his edate by pains-taking 
■and redding his inclinations, and widied him 
to imitate the example of his father : he affur- 
ed him withal, that he would give him but ten 
talents, and that for a prefent to the king alfo. 
The fon was irritated at this, and threw Arion 
into prifon. But when Arion’s wife had In¬ 
formed Cleopatra of this, Avith her intreaty, 
that Jhe would rebuke the child for what he 
had done (for Arion, was in great edeem with 
her) Cleopatra inifcrmed the king of it. And 
Ptolgmy feht for Hyrcanws, and told him. That 

h‘e yrondered, when he was fent to him by 
his fathir, that he had not yet come into his 
prefenos, but had laid the fteward in prifon.” 
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And he gave order, therefore, thic Ive ihould 
come to him,and give an account oftl^c reafon of 
what he had done. And they ti iort, that the an- 
fwer he made to the king’s niLtf'ngcr was this : 
That “ there was a law of in , tfiat’forbad a 
cliild, that w^as born, to tadc of the fattifee, be- 
Ibre he had been at the temple and facribced 
to God. According ?o which way of reafon- 
ing he did nor. himielf come to him, in expor¬ 
tation of the prefciU he was to make to him, as 
to one w'ho had 'been his father’s benefador; 
and that he had punidied the Have for dif- 
obeying his commands, for that it mattered 
not whether a mailer was little or great; So 
that unlefs w^e punifh fuch as thefe, tliou thy- 
lelf mayeft alfo expcfl to be del'pifed by thy 
fubjedls.” Upon hearing tliis his anfwer, he 
fell a laugliing, and wondered at the great 
foul of the child. 

9. When Arion was .apprifed that this wa.^ 
the king’s difpoiition, and that he had no 
to help himfelf, he gave the child a thoufand 
talents, and was let out of prifon. So after 
three days were over, Ilyrcanus came and 
faluted the king and queen. They faw him 
with pleafurc; and feafted him in an obliging 
manner, out of the rcfpebl they bare to his 
father. So became to the merchants privately, 
and bought an hundred boys, that had learn¬ 
ing, and were in the flower of their ages, each 
at a talent a-piece; as alfo he bought an hun¬ 
dred maidens, each at the fame price as the o- 
ther. And when he was invited to fcaft with 
the king among the principal men of the count¬ 
ry, he fat down the loweil of them all, becaufe 
he was little regarded, as a child in age ftill; 
and this by thofe who placed every one ac¬ 
cording to their dignity. Now when all thofe 
that fat with him had laid the bones of the fe- 
veral parts on an heap before Hyreanus (for 
they had thcmfelves taken aw'ay the flefh be- 
loaaging to them) till the table-where he fat W'as 
full with them, Tiypho, who was the 
king’s jefter, and was appointed for jokes and 
laughter at feftivals, was now aiked 6y the 
gu^afhat fat at the table £to expofe him to 

laughter.] 

? I 
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laughter.] So he flood by the king, and faid, 
“ Dofl thou not fee, my lord, the bones that 
lie byHyreanus ? By tills I'uailitude thou mayeft 
conjctlurc that Ins father made all Syria as bare 
as he hath , made thefe bones.” And the king, 
laughing at what IVypho laid, and afking of 
Hyreanns, “ How he came to have fo many 
hones before him ?” fie replied, “ Very right¬ 
fully, my lord: for they are dogs that eat the 
flcfli, and the bones together, as thefe thy 
guefls have done {looking in the mean time at 
thofe guefts) for there is nothing before them ; 
but they are men that eat the ilcfh, and caft 
away the hones, as I, w'ho am alio a man-, 
have now done.” Upon which, the king won¬ 
dered at his anfwer, which was fo wifely made ; 
and bid them all make an acclamation, as a 
mark of their approbation of Ills- jell, which 
wa.s truly a facetious one. On the next day, 
Hyreanus went to c\cry one of the king’s 
friends, and of the men jiowei ful at court, and 
fainted them j but fill ciujuired of the fervants 
what prefent they would make tlic king on his 
Ion’s birth-day? and when fomc faid, that they 
would give twelve talcnt.s, and that others of 
greater dignity would every one give according 
to the qixantity of their riches, he pretended to 
every one of them to be grieved, that he was not 
able to bring fo large a prefent, for thar he had 
no more than fvc talents. And when the 
■fervants heard what he faid, they told their 
mafters ; and they rejoiced in the proipe<3: that 
Jofeph ivould be difajiproved, and would make 
the king angry, by the fmallncfs of his prefent. 
When the day came, the others, even thofe 
ilut brought the molt, offered the king not a- 
bove twenty talents; but Hyreanus gave to 
every one of the humlrcd hoys, and hundred 
maidens, that he had bougljt, a talent a-piecc, 
for them to carry, and introduced them, the 
boys to the king, and the maidens to Cleopatra; 
every body wondering at the imcxpeded rich*, 
nefs of the prd'ents, even- the king and queen 
theinfelves. He alfo prefented thofe that at¬ 
tended abov.t the king with gifts, to the value 
©f a great number , of talents, that he might 
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efcape the danger he was in from them ; for to 
thefe it was that Hyreanus’s brethren had writ¬ 
ten to delkoy him. Now Ptolemy wondered at 
the young man’s magnanimity; - 

ed him to afk what gift he p’ 
defired nothing elfe to be done 
king, than to write to his father, 
abqut him. So when the king .^au paid him 
very great refpeds, and had given him very 
large gifts, and had written to his father, and 
his brethren, and all his commanders, and of¬ 
ficers, about him, he fent him away. Bur 
when his brethren heard that Hyreanus had 
received fueh favours from the king, and was 
returning home with great honour, they went 
to meet him, and to deftroy him, and that 
with the privity of their father; for he,was 
angry at him for the [large] fum of money 
that he bcflowed for prefents, and fo had no 
concern for his prefervation. However, Jofeph 
concealed the anger he had at his Ion, out of 
fear of the king. And when Hyreanus’s breth¬ 
ren came to fight him, he flew many others 
of thofe that were wdth them; as alfo two of 
his brethren themfelves: but the reft of them 
efcaped to Jerufalem to their father. But when 
Hyreanus came to. the city, where nobody 
would receive him, he was afraid for himfdf, 
and retired beyond the river Jordan, and there 
abode; but obliged the Barbarians to pay their 
taxes., 

10. At this time Seleucus, who was called 
Soter^ reigned over Afia, being the fon of An- 
tiochus the Great, . And [now] Hyreanus’s 
father Jofeph died. He was a good man, and 
of great magnanimity ; and brought the Jews 
out of a ftate of poverty and meannefs, to one 
that was more fplendid. He retained the farm 
of the taxes of Syria and Phenicia, and Samaria, 
twenty^two years. ■ His uncle alfo, Qnias, died 
[about this time] and left the high priefthood 
to his foil Simoni And,.when he was dead, 
Onias his fon fucceeded him in that dignity. 
T o him it was that Areus, king of the .Lacede¬ 
monians, fent an ambaffagCj with an, epiftle; 
the copy w'hereof here foUows: 


Areusf 



Ghap.^ 
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“ Ateus, king of the Lacedemonians, to Onias, 
I'endeth greeting : 

have met with a certain' writing, 

'* have difcovered, that both the 
; Lacedemonians arc of one flock, 

V. derived from the * kindred of Abra- 
Jiam ; It is bit jufl therefore, that you, who 
are our brethren, fliould lend to us about any 
of your concerns as you plcafe. We will alio 
do the fame thing, and clleem your concerns 
as our own ; and will look upon our concerns 
as in common with yours. Dcmoteles, who 
brings you this letter, will bring your anfwer 
back to us. This letter is four-lquare ; and the 
feal is an eagle, -with a dragon in his claws.” 

II. And thefe were the contents of the e- 
piftle which was fent from the king of the La- | 
cedemonians. But upon tire death of Jofeph, ' 
the people grew leditiou.‘-, on account of his i 
ions : For whereas the elders made war againfl , 
Hyreanus, who was the youngefl of jofeph’s ' 
ions ; the multiuidc was (Ii\' led, but the great¬ 
er part U/lncJ with Oil elders iii this warj as 
did Siaiviu the high pried, by rcafon he was of 
kin to them. However, Hyrcaiius determined 
not to return to Jcruldlem any more, but feat- 
ed himfelf beyond Jordan; and was at perpe¬ 
tual war with the A’-abians, and flew many of , 
them, and lo.ok mmiy of them captives. He i 
alfo eredetl a ftrong •-■.iftlc, and built it entirely j 
of white Hone, to the very roof; and had ani- ' 
raals of a prodigious magnitude engraven upon | 
itj Fie alfo drew round it a great and deep 
canal of water. He alfo made caves of inaiiy 
furlongs in lengtli, by hollowing a rock that 

* Whence ir come?, that tliefe Laceilenioi.iaiis ilcrirre 
tliemfelves here to be of kin to the Jews, as derived from 
the fame arxeltor Abraliam, 1 cannot tell, unlefs, .is (fro- 
•tius fuppofes, they were derived from the Dotes, tint 
came of the I'elufjzi. Thefe .irc by Herodotus c.dled 
li \rlnrims; and petliflps were derived from the Syrims 
and Arabians, tite pollerky of Abraham, by Keturah. Sec 
Antiq. B. XVI. eh. x. § ix. and fof the War, B. I. 
'ch. xitvi. ^ 1. and Grot- on tlie i Mac. .s.vii. 7. We may 
■farther obfe.ve, frooi the iceognitj ms of Clement, that 
S-lieKcroJ I)am.afons, the/ir-o./v/ of Abraham, Gen. xv. 2. 
aadxxiv. was of old by foine taken for his Jon. So that if 


S OF THE J E W S. 4,^ 

was over againfl; him ; and then made l.irpe 
rooms in it, fomc for fcading, and fomc lot 
fleepinp;, and living in. He liitrociuccd .alio a 
vail quantity of waters which r.m .lU.ng it, and 
which were very delightful and ornaiucnta! in 
the court. But flill he made the culranccs ai 
the mouth of the caves fo marrow, that no more 
than one peribn could enter by them at once ■ 
And the reafon why he built them afler lln.! 
manner was a good one ; it was for his own 
prefervation, lell he fliould he hcfjcgcd by his 
brethren, and run the hazard of being cauglit 
by them. Moreover, he built courts of great¬ 
er magnitude than ordinary, which he adorned 
ivith vaftly large gardens. And when he had 
brought the place to this Hate, he named it 
'Tyre. Fills place is between Arabia and (u- 
; dea, beyond Jordan, not far from the country 
of Flcflibon. And he ruled over thole p.vrts 
forfeven years, even .all the time that 8eh. ucus 
was king of Syria. But when he was dead, his 
j brother i\ntiochu8, who was called 
\ took the kingdom. Ptolemy alfo, the king of 
Egypt, died, who wa.s bciidc.s called Eprphant's. 
j He left two Ions, and both young in age.; the 
elder of which w.is called Pbilomitor., and the 
younger 6 //. As for Hyreanus, when he 
faw that Antiochus had a great army, and 
feared Icfl he fliould he caught by him, and 
brought 10 punifliment for what he h.ul done 
to the Arabians, lie ended lik, life, and flew 
himfelf with ids own hand ; while Antiochus 
ieized upon ;il! hi;, lubflauvc, 

: C H A P. 


the L.icedcmom.ins w.’ir (pning fimn hi n, they might 
think themfeivt'i to l.c oi ilie pollciity of Al)>'.'ili.im, a'' 
well as theJoM?, wlio 'vere ipruiig iioiu If., c. Aiid 
perhaps this JLIic.-ei of Dain.ifeus isth itvm y D.iniafiiis, 
whom Trogus Pompeiu., .us abiuictd by Jullin, nukes 
the founder (if tJie jewiih naiioii ilk If, though he after- 
wJtrd bluiKk'T-,, and m.ikcs A'zriui, Adoru,, Abi.ilum, 
and Ifiad, king', of Jndc.i, tud fuctcflor'. to this n.tm.if- 
tus. ft m.iy nol be i’lirropc,;- to obfeu' f.ntJici, tliat 
Moles Ch-ercacrii-, tn in jiulory of the ,A.)',iieiii,ins, in¬ 
forms us, th.it tne nreion of the Fa.thlans wis alfo de¬ 
rived from Abrah.am, by Ivctuiah and ht r chilihea. 
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C II A P. V. 

How, upon the Slnarrels of the fcws one againft 
another about the High Priflhood^ Antiochus 
made an Expedition againjl yerufaleniy took 
the City, and pillaged the Temple, and dijiref- 
fed the feti-i: As alfo, how many of the 
feivsfotfook the Taws of their Country ; and 
how the Samaritans followed the Cnfoms of 
the Greeks, arid named their Temple at Mount 
Ccrizzim, the Temple of fupiter Hcllenius. 

§ I. \ BOUT this time, 'iipoa the death 
of Onias the high prieft, they gave 
the high priefthood to jefus his brother ; for 
that fnn which Onias left [or Onias IV.] was 
yet but an infant: and in its proper place we 
will inform the reader of all the circumftances 
that befel this child. But this Jefus, who was 
the brother of Onias, was deprived of the high 
■prieilhood by the king, who was angry with 
him, and gave it to his younger brother, whofe 
name alfo was Onias : For Simon had thefe 
three fons, to each of which the priefthood 
-came, as we have already informed the read¬ 
er. This Jefus changed his name to Jafon; 
but Onias was called Menelaus. Now, as the 
former high prieft Jefus raifed a fedition againft 
'Menelaus, who was ordained after him, the 
•multitude were divided between them both. 
And the fons of Tobias took the part of Menc- 
4 aus, but the greater part of the people affifted 
Jafon ; and by that means, Menelaus and the 
tons of Tobias were diftrelTed, and retired to 
ikntiochus, and informed him, that they were 
defirous to leave the laws of their country, and 

• Wc h.ivf hithrr'o had hu^ a few of thofe many cita- 
Tions where pilephu^ fiys, that he had elfcwhcre former¬ 
ly treated of many tilings, of which yet his prefent books 
’> ave not a fyllabie. Oui commentators have hitherto been 
iblc to give no tolerable account of thefe citations, which 
ire f.\r too numerous, and that ufvally in all his copies 
both Gicck and 1 . itin, to be fuppofed later interpolations, 
which is almoft all that lias been hitherto faid upon this 
occafion. What I have to fay firthcr is thic, that we 
hive In A'ryfew of thefe references before, ami very ma¬ 
ny 1- ard after the hlftory of Antiochus Epiphanes 5 and 
that Jofenhu'.'s firfl work, the Hebrew or Chaldee, as 
well ’.t'l: Greek hiftory of the Jewifh War, long (Ince 
loft, began with that very hiftory \ fo that the references 
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the Jewifli way of living, accordin-g to them ; 
and to follow the king’s laws, and the Grec'an 
way of living: Wherefore they defircd his per- 
miflion to build them a f Gymnafium at jer- 
ufdcm. And when he had given cm 'mave, 
they alfo hid the circumcifion of theii genitals, 
that even when they were naked ♦hey might 
appear to be Greeks. Accordingly they left off 
all the cuftoms that belonged to their own 
country, and imitated the pradices of the o- 
thcr nations. 

2. Now Antiochus, upon the agrecab' fitu- 
ation of the affairs of his kingdom, refoi.ed to 
make, an expedition againft Egypt, buth be- 
caufe he had a defire to gain it, and beciufe he 
contemned the fon of Ptolemy, as now weak, 
and not yet of abilities to manage affaiis of fuch 
confequence; fo he came with great forces to 
Pelufium, and circumvented Ptolemy Philome- 
tor by treachery, and feized upon Egypt. He 
then came to the places about Memphis; and 
when he had taken them, he made hafte to 
Alexandria, in hopes of taking it by liege, and 
of fubduing Ptolemy, who reigned there. But 
he was driven not only from Alexandria, but 
out of all Egypt, by the declaration of the Roi- 
mans, who charged him to let that country 
alone; according as I have elfewhere formerly 
declared. I will now give a particular account 
of what concerns this king, how he fubdued 
Judea and the temple; for in my former work 
I mentioned thofe things very briefly, and have 
therefore now thought it neceffary to go over 
that hiftory again, and that with great accii- 
racy. 

3. * King 

are moil probably made to tbat edition of the feven books 
of the War. See fcveral other examples, hefides thofe in 
the two feflions before us, in Antiq. B. XIII. chap. ii. 

$ I, 4. and chap. iv. § 6, 8. chap. v. § 6, ii. chap. viii. 

\ 4. and chap. xiii. { 4, 5. and Antiq. B- XVIII. chap. ii. 

f This word G^tnnafium properly denotes a place where 
the excrcifes were performed naked, which, becaufe it 
would naturally diftinguifh circumcifed Jews from uncir- 
cuincifed Geniilts, thefe Jewifh apoftates endeavoured to 
appear uncircumcifed, by the means of a chirurgical 
tion, hinfed at hy .St Paul, 2 Cor. vii. 18. and deferibed 
by Cclfus, B. VII- chap, txv, as Dr Hudfon here kfdrms 
us. 
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3. * King Antlochus returning out of E- j 
p;ypt, for fear of the Romans, made an expe- 
diatih agalnfl the city Jcrufdeui; and when | 
lie was there, in the hundred forty and tlijrd j 

of the kingdom of the Sclucidne, he took i 
the city* without tighling, thofe of his own I 
party opening the gates to him. And when j 
he had gotten poiTcflion of Jerufalem, he flew 
many of the oppolitc party ; and when he had 
plundered it of a great deal of money, he I'c- 
tarned to Antioch. 

4. Now it came to pafs after two years, in 
the hundred forty and fifth year, on the twen¬ 
ty-fifth day of that month, which is by us cal¬ 
led ChafJai, and by the Macedonians Jpsllcus, 
in the hundred and fifty-third olympiad, tliat 
the king came up to Jerufalem, and, pretend¬ 
ing peace, he got poffelfion of the city by 
treachery; at which time he fpared not lb 
much as thofe that admitted him into it, on 
account of the riches that lay in the temple ; 
but, led by his covetous inclination (for he faw i 
there ^^as in it a great deal of gold, and many 
ornaments that had been dedicated to it of very 
great value) and in order to plunder its wealth, 
he ventured to break the league he had made. 
So he left the temple bare ; and took away the 
golden candleftioks, and the golden altar [ofin- 
cenfc] and table [of fliew-bread] and the altar 
[of burnt offering] ; and did not abftain from 
even the vails, which were made of fine linen 
and fcarlet. He alfo emptied it of its fecret 
treafures, and left nothing at all remaining ; 
and by this means caft the Jews into great 
lamentation, for he forbad them to offer thofe 
daily facrificcs which they ufed to offer to i 
(dod, according ^to the law. And when he ; 
had pillaged the whole city, fome of the inha- ; 

* Hereabout- Jofephus begins to follo-w the firft hook of 
the Maccabees, a moft excellent and moll authentic liii- 
torjr; and accordingly it is here, w'ith great fidelity and 
exaftnefs, abridgea by him: between whofe prcfcnt copies 
therC'feem to be fewer variations than in any other facred 
Hebrew bo(-k of the Old Teftament whatfoever (for this 
book '^Ifo was originally written in Hebrew) which is very 
•natural, becaufe it war. written fo much nCBrir to the times 
of Jofephus tliau the reft were. 

f This ciUtdtl, of which we have fuen frequent men¬ 
tion in the following hiltory, both in die Maccabees, and 
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biutnts lie flciv, am! oari'o.l caniivc, 

together with their wives am! ehiltlivn ; f.' tliac 
the multitude bf thofe cajttlve.". tha* were taken 
alive amounted to about ten tl’ou'aad. He 
allo burnt down the iincll Imildlugs; .am! when 
he had overthrown tlie city walls, he built y a 
citadel in the lower part of the ciiy, fw the 
place was high and ovci looked the temple: on 
which account he fortified it witli higl: walls, 
and towers, and put into it a garrifon c/f Mace¬ 
donians. However, in that citadel dwelt the 
impious and wicked part of the [Jewith] mul¬ 
titude, from whom it proved that the citizens 
fuffered many and fore calamities. And when 
the king had built an idol altar ujion (lod’s al¬ 
tar, he flew fwinc upon it; ar.d fo offered a fa- 
crifice, neither according to the law, nor the 
Jewilla religious woiildp in tiuit country. He 
alfo compelled them to forfake the worffup 
which they paid their own Clod, and to adore 
thofe whom he took to be gods ; and made 
them build temples, and raife idol altars in 
every city and village, and oitcr fwdne upon 
them every clay. lie alfo commanded them 
not to circumcife their fens, and threatened 
to pimifla any that Ihouk! be found fo Iiavc 
tranfgrelfcd his injumfllon. Ele alfo appointed 
overfeers, who fliotild compel them to do what 
he commanded. And indeed many Jew s there 
wmre who complied with the king’s commands, 
either voluntarily, or out of fear of the iienalty 
that w^as denounced : But (he hefi; men, and 
thole of the nobleft fouls, did not regard him ; 
hut did pay a greater refpc<ft to the cuftoms of 
their country, than concern as to the punilh- 
Ifhment which he threatened to the difobedient; 
on which account they every day underwent 

great 

in JofephuR, feerns to have been a caftic buiii on an Ijill, 
lower than mount Zicsi, though upon its Ikirts, and high¬ 
er than mount Mftriali, but between tlieiri both-, -W'hich 
hill the enemies of'the jeus jkov got pofieiTton of, and 
•built on it this citadel, -and ibuifiod it, till a good whih: 
after-wards the Jews regained it, demoliflu-'d it, ati.l icrel- 
led tltc hill itfelf withliu' common ground, that their ene¬ 
mies might no more recover it, and thence tnigiit over¬ 
look the temple itfelf, and do th-’m fucK mifehief as they 
had long undergone from it.Atiiiij, 15. S3IL chap, vi. o, 

r K 
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great inik'ik'’, and hitter torments ; for which 
they were \vhij)ped with rods, and their bodies 
were torn to pieces, and were crucified, while 
they weic Hill alive and breathed: They alio, 
ftranglcd thole women and 'heir Ions wliom they 
had cireunicilcd, as the king had appointed, 
hanging their Ions about their necks as they 
were ui)on the crolTes. And if there were any 
facred books, or the law found, it was deftroy- 
ed, and thole with whom they were found mi- 
lerably perillied aifo. 

When the Samaritans faw the Jews under 
tliefe fuflerings, they no longer confelTcd that 
they were of their kindred, nor that the temple 
on mount Gcrizzim belonged to Almighty God. 
This was according to their nature, as wc have 
already fhewn. And they now fald, that they 
were a colony of Medes and Pcrfuins: and in¬ 
deed they wrerc a colony of tlieirs. So they 
fent ambalTidors to Antioclius, and an cpiflle ; 
whofe contents are thefc: “ To king Antiochus 
the god, Epiplianes, a memorial from the Si- 
donians, who live at Shechem. Our fore¬ 
fathers, upon certain frequent plagues, and as 
following a certain ancient fuperftition, had a 
cullom of obferving that day which by the 
Jews is called the Sahbat!). And when they 
had creded a temple at the mountain called 
tliough witlmut a name, they of¬ 
fered upun it the proper lacrilices. Now upon 
the julf treatment of thefe wicked Jews, thofe 
that manage thy afi'alrs, liippofing that we were 
of kin to them, and pradifed as they do, make 
us liable to the fame acculalions, although we 
bo originally Sldoniaas, as is evident from the 
public records. We therefore bcl’eech llree, 
our benefador and farnour, Jo give order to 
Apollonius, the governor of this part of the 
country, and to Nicanor, the procurator of thy 
affairs, to give us no dlllurbance, nor to lay 
to our charge wdiat the Jews are aceufed for, 
fince wc are aliens from their nation, and ftom 
their culloins; but let cur temple, which at 

* This allegation of the Sanwritan? is riiin ukaWe, that 
tliough they were not Jews, yet did they, from ancient 
times, obierve the Sabbath-day, and, a-s they elfewhere 
pretend, the fubhatic year alfo, Antiq. B. Xlt. chap. viii. 


prefent hath no name at all, be named The 
Temple of fupiter Hellenius. If this were once 
done, we fhould be no longer difturbeii,'"but 
flionld be more intent on our own occupations 
with quietnefs, and fo bring in a greater re¬ 
venue to thee.” When the Samavhans had 
petitioned for this, the king fent }:hem back the 
following anfwer, in an epiftle : “ King Anti¬ 
ochus to Nicanor. The Sidonians, who live 
at Shechem, have fent me the memorial in- 
clofed. When therefore we were advifmg with 
our friends about it, the mefl'engers fent by 
them reprefented to us, that they are no way 
concerned with accufations which belong to the 
Jews, but chufe to live after the cuiloms of 
the Greeks. Accordingly we declare them free 
from fuch accufations, and order, that, agree¬ 
able to their petition, their temple be named 
The Temple of yupitcr HelleniusT He alfo fent 
the like epiftle to Apollonius, the governor of 
that part of the country, in the forty-fixth 
year, and the eighteenth day of the month 
Hecatombeon. 
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IV 


upon Antiochus's Prohibition to the Jews 
to make Ufe of the Laws of their Country^ 
Mattathias, the Son of Afamorteus, alone 
defpifed the King^ and overcame the Generals 
of Aniiochus's army : As alfo^ concerning the 
Death cf MaitathiaSy and the Succejfwn of 
Judas, 


§ 


I. 


N 


OW at this time there was one whofe 
name was Mattathias^ who dwelt 
at Modin, the fon of John, the fon of Simeon, 
the fon of Afamoneus, a prieft of the order of 
Joarib, and a citizen of Jerufalem. He had 
five fons, John, who was called Gaddis^ and 
Simon, whowas csMciSMattbes, and Judas, who 
was called f Maccabceus,, and Eleazar, who was 

called 


f That this appellation of Maccahee was not fifft of all 
given to Judas Jiilacr.abDEUs, nor was derived fromany in¬ 
itial letters of the Hebjew words on his bann^’^j Afi Ka- 
tnoia Be Elim, Jehovah t Wlso. is tike xtnto the^ atmn^ th^ 

gods^ 
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called Aura», and Jonathan, who was called 
Apphus. Now this Mattathias lamented to his 
cH:Wl‘en the lad ftate of their affairs, and the 
ravage made in the city, and the plundering of 
1 the temple, and the calamities the multitude 
were under; and he told them, that it was 
better fon them to die for the laws of their 
country, than to live fo inglorioufly as they 
then did. 

2. But when thofe that w'ere appointed by 
the king were come to Modin, that they might 
compel the Jews to do what they were com¬ 
manded, and to enjoin thofe that were there to 
offer facrihee, as the king had commanded, 
they defired, that Mattathias, a perfon of the 
greatefl charad;er among them, both on other 
accounts, and particularly on account of fuch 
a numerous, and fo deferving a family of chil¬ 
dren, would begin the facrifice; becaufe his 
fellow-citizens would follow his example, and 
becaufe fuch a procedure would make him ho¬ 
noured by the king. But Mattathias faid, “ He 
would not do it; and that if all the other na¬ 
tions would obey the commands of Antiochus, 
either out of fear, or to pleafe him, yet v/ould 
not he nor his fons leave the religious worlhip 
of their country.” But as fooo as he had end¬ 
ed his fpeech, there came one of the Jews into 
the midfl of them, and facrificed, as Antiochus 
had commanded. At which Mattathias had 
great indignation, and ran upon him violently, 
with his fons, who had fwords with them, and 
Hew both the man himfelf that facrificed, and 
Apelles, the king’s general, who compelled them 
to facrifice, with a few of his foldiers.. He al- 
fo overthrew the idol altar; and cried out, “ If, 
faid he, any one be zealous for the law's of his 
country, and for the worlhip of God, let liiin 
follow me.” And when he had faid this, he 
made hafte into the defart, with his fons, and 
left all his fubftance in the village.. Many o- 
thers did the fame alfo, and fled with their chil¬ 
dren and wives into the defart, and dwelt in 
caves. But when the king’s generals heard 

gods, 0 JehovaJj ? Exotl. xv. 11. as the modern Rabbins 
vuialy pretend. See Authent. Ret. part 1 . p. 205, 206. 
Only we may note, by the way, that the original name of 
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this, they took all the foixes they ihcu had in 
the citadel at Jerufalem, and purfued the Jews 
into the defart; and when they had ci'citakcn 
them, they, in the firft place, endeavoured to 
perfuade them to repent, and to chul’c what 
was moll for their advantage, and i.ot put them 
to the necelfity of ufing them according to the 
law of war. But when they would not comply 
■with their perfuafions, hut continued to be of 
a dilFerent mind, they fought againrt. them on 
the Sabbath-day ; and they burnt tlicm, as they 
were in the caves, without reliftance, and with¬ 
out fo much as Hopping up the entrances of 
the caATS. And they avoided to defend them- 
felves on that day, becaufe they were not wil¬ 
ling to break in upon the honour they owed 
the Sabbath, even in fuch diftrelfes; for out¬ 
law requires that we rell upon that.day. There 
were about a thoufand, with their wives and 
children, who were fmothered, and died in 
thefe caves ; but many of thofe that efcaped, 
joined themfelvcs to Mattathias, and appointed 
him to be their ruler, who taught them to fight 
even on the Sabbatli-day ; and told them, That 
“ unlefs they would do fo, they would become 
their own enemies, by obferving the law [fo 
rigoroully] ; while tiicir adverfaries would llill 
alftult them on this day, and they would not 
then defend themfelvcs; and tliat nothing could 
then hinder but they mull all perifh without 
fighting.” 'fhis fpcech perfuaded them. And 
this rule continues among us to this day, (hat, 
if there be a necelfity, we may fight on Sab- 
bath-.days. So Mattathias got a great army a- 
bout him, and overthrew their idol altars, and 
flew thofe that broke the laws, even all that he 
could get under his'power; for many of them 
were difperfed among the nations round about 
them for fear of him. He alfo commanded, 
that thofe boys wliich were not yet circumcifcd 
Ihould be circumcifcd now ; and he di CA'e thofe 
away that were appointed to hinder fuch their 
circumcifion.. 

3. But 

thefe Maccabees, and their poflerity, was jdfamoneans : 
which was denved from Af.mioneus, the great gratid- 
father of Mattallii.u,j as Jofephus here info) ms us. 
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3. But when he had ruled one year, and 
^vaR fallen into a diftemper, he called for his 
fons, and let them round about him, and faid, 

“ O my fons, I am goinji; the way of all the 
earth, and 1 recommend le you my rclolution, 
and befccch you not to he nesdigent in keeping j 
it, hut to be mindful of tir- dclircs of him who i 
beppt you and Inoiight you up, and to preferve 
file cuhoms of your country, and to recover 
your ancient form of government, which is in 
danger of being overturned, and not to be car¬ 
ried away with thofe that, either by their own 
inclination, or out of ncccffity, betray it; but 
to become fuch fons as are worthy of me, to 
be above all force and nccellily, and fo to dif- 
pofe your fouls, as to be ready, when it iliall 
he nceeflary, to die for your laws, as fenrdrle of 
this by juft reat’oning, that if God fee that you 
arc fo difjaofed, he will not overlook you, but 
will have a great value for your virtue, and 
will rclhu'e to you again what you have loft, 
and will retprii to you that freedom, in wiiich 
vou lhall'live <juietly and enjoy your own enf- 
toms. Your bodies arc mortal, and fubjedl; to 
fate ; but they receive a fort of immortality by 
the remembrance of what adions they have 
done. And I would have you fo in love with 
tliis inrinortality, that you may purfue after 
glory ; and that, rvhen you have undergone 
the grcatc'ft difficulties, you may not fcruple, 
for inch things, to lofe your lives. 1 exhort 
you cfpccially to agree one with another ; and 
in what excellence any one of you exceeds an¬ 
other, to yield to him fo far, and by. that ; 
fueans to reap the advantage of every one’s i 

’ owm virtues. Do you then efteenr Simon as 
vour father, bccaufe be is a man of extraordi¬ 
nary prudence, and be governed by him in 
what counfels be gives you. I'akc Maccaba?us 
for tiic general of your army, becaufe of his 
fourngc and iircngtb ; for he will avenge your 
nation, and will bring vengeance on your ene- 
micf. Admit anumg you the righteous and 
religious, and augment their power.” 

4 . WiiF.N Mattathias had thus difeourfed to 
his fons, and l.ad prayed to God to be their 
aiiiftaut, and to rcco. er to the people their for¬ 


mer conftitution, he died a little afterward, and 
was buried at Modin ; all the people making 
great lamentation for him. Whereupoir,‘'his 
fon Judas took upon him the adminiftration of 
public affairs, in the hundred fe rty .and fixth 
year : And thus, by the ready affiftance of his 
brethren, and of others, Judas caft J^heir ene¬ 
mies out of the country, and»'put ;hofe of their 
own country to death who had t''anfgrefled its 
laws, and purified the land of all the pollu¬ 
tions that were in it. 


CHAP. VII. 

How ‘Jadas overthrew the Forces of Hfollo- 
n'nis and Sero/i, and killed the Generals of 
their Armies thernfelvcs ; and how, when, 
a little white afterward, Lyfias and Goifias 
were beaten, he went up to Jcrufalcm, and 
purified the Temple. 

Then Apollonlus, the general of 
\ V the Samaritan forces, heard this, 
he took his army, and made hafte to go againll 
Judas ; who met him, and joined battle with 
him, and beat him, and flew many of his men, 
and among them Apollonius himieif, their ge¬ 
neral, whofe fword being that which he hap¬ 
pened then to wear, he feized upon, and kept 
for himfelf; but he wounded more than he 
flew, and took a great deal of prey from the 
enemies camp, and went his way. But when 
Seron, who was general of the army of Gele- 
fyria, heard that many had joined themfelves 
to Judas, and that he had about him an army 
fufficient for lighting, and for making war, he 
determined to make an expedition againft him, 
as thinking it became him to endeavour to 
punifh thole that tranfgrefled the king’s in- 
jundinns. He then got together an army, .ss 
large as lie w'as able, and joined to it the run¬ 
agate and wicked Jews, and came againft Ju¬ 
das. He came as for as Bethhoron, a village 
of Judea, and there pitched his camp: Upon 
which Judas met him ; and when he intended 
to give him battle, he faw that his foidiers were 

back- 
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l),Kkward to fighr, becaufc their number was 'j 
fmall, and becairic they, wanted food, for they j 
we'"j’'lailtnc^, he encouraged them, and faiJ 
to them, 'I’ll,it “ vlftory and coaqueft of cne- 
^inles is not derived irorn the muititnde in ar- 
jiiies, but in the cxercifc of piety towards Ciod; 
and that t^i.ey |ku1 tlie plained intlances in their 
forefatlic's, wdio, by their right eon fuefs, and 
exerting themfelvcs on behalf of their own 
i.iws and their own children, had frequently 
conquered many ten thoufands; for innocence 
is tlie. ilroiygell army.” By tliis fpccch, he in¬ 
duced Ills men to contemn the multitude of the 
enemy, and to fill upon Seron. And upon join¬ 
ing bnltle with lilm, he beat the Syrians ; and 
rvhen their general lell among the red, they all 
van away with fpeed, as thinking that to be their 
bed way of clcaping. So he purfued them 
unto tire plain, and flew about eight hundred 
of the cutiiiy ; but the reft efcaped to the re¬ 
gion which lay near to the fea. 

2 . When king Antiochns heard of tliefe 
things, he wuas very angry at what had hap- 
j)encd; So he got together all his own army, 
with many mercenaries, whom he had hired 
from the illands, and took them with him, and 
prepared to break into Judea, about the begin- 
rring of the fpring. But when, upon his muf- 
tering his foldiers, he perceived that his trea- 
fures were deficient, and there was a want of 
money in them ; (for all the taxes were not 
paid, by reafon of the feditions there had been 
among the nations’, he having been fo magna¬ 
nimous and fo liberal, that what he had was 
not fufFicient for him) he therefore refolvcd 
firft to go into Perfia, and colledl the taxes 
of that country. I-fcrcupon he left one, whofe 
name was Lyftas^ who was in groat reput^ 
with him, governor of tha kingdom, as far a/ 
the hounds of Egypt, and of the lower Afia, 
and reaching from the river Euphrates, and 
committed to him a certain part of his forces, 
and of his elcplvints ; and charged him to bring 
up hjs fon Antiochus with all poftlble care, un¬ 
til He came back ; and that he fhould conquer 
Judea, and take its inhabitants for flaves, and 
utterly deftroy Jcrufalem, and abolifti the whole 
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ne'lon. And when lung Antiocliu^ h-’.d eiveu 
tlu'le things in charge to .i.yju;; f. vo'-q ii.to 
I’crli.i ; and, in the hundun .<:.■! v-f'U h 
ycai', lic palled over e-cj 'h! ,, am; v.xial up 
to tliC i'upcrior provij'e/^. 

Ul-’ON' tldeq L‘, u.e ci oft P'<'; ;.’ny, ihe u>ii 
of Dorymencs, amd Nii .me'!, a.nd V v'rg’j,;, wry 
potent men among, i:,.; Id..'fti iViend;;: ;utd de-- 
hvered to tluin for,}' tte.-n'inu loor l()ldi,:,r.q 
and feven thousand leu-ftmen, and i‘ei;l them 
againft Jiulca ; who came as fira;i'd ,, city Ihrn 
mans, and pitched their e.imq) in tiic p’'.in 
country. There came aifi) to them ausd.aaii./s 
out of Syria, and the country round .'dioiit,; as 
alfo many of the runag.itc jews. And hcdd,es 
theic came fome inerciiants, to buv tluhe that 
lliould be carried captives (having lionds v.iih 
them to bind thofe that llr -dJ 'he made pi don¬ 
ers) with that filver and gold wliich thev were 
to pay for their price. y\nd when Judas law 
their camp, and how numerous their enemies 
were, he perfuaded his own ibidiers to he oi 
good courage ; and exhorted them to pilacc 
their hopes of vidlcry in Cod, and to make 
fupplication to him, according to the cultoin 
of their country, clothed in fackcloth ; and to 
flicw what was their ufual habit of fupplication 
in the greateft dangers, and thereby to prevail 
with God to grant you the eddory over your 
enemies. So lie fet them in their ancient order 
of battle, ufed by their forefatbers, under their 
captains of thoufands, and other olliccrs : and 
difmifled fiicli as were newly inairii-d, as well 
as thofe that had newdy gained potreftions, that 
they might not light in a cowardly'manner, out 
of an inordinate lov^oF life, in ••'rder to enjoy 
thofe bleftings. When he had thus clirpofcJ 
his foldiers, he encouraged them to light hy the , 
following fpeech, which he made to iJiem ; 
“ O my fellow-foldiers, no other time remains 
myre opportune than the pvefeilt for courage, 
and contempt of dangers ; for if you now light 
manfully, you may recover your liberty, which, 
as it is'a thing of itlelf agreeable to all men, fo 
it proves to be to us much more defiralilc, by 
its affording us the liberty of worlhlpp.ing God. 

5 L Since, 
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Since, tlicrcforc, you are in liich circumflanccs 
at preicnt, that you muft cither recover that 
liberty, and lo regain an happy and hleircd way 
of living, which is that according to our laws, 
and the cuftoms of our country, or to fubniit 
to th.c moft opprobrious lldlcrings ; nor will 
any feed of your nation remain, if you be beat 
in this battle, f ight, therefore, manfully ; and 
fuppofethat you muft die, though you do not 
light. But believe, that belides Inch glorious 
rewards as thofe of the liberty of your country, 
of your laws, of your religion, you llaall then 
ol)tain evcrlafling glow. Prepare yourfeivcs 
therefore, and put youri'elves into liieh an a- 
greeablc polhirc, that you ivuiy he" ready to 
light with the enemy as foon as it is day to¬ 
morrow morning.” 

4. And this was the fpeech which Judas 
made to encourage them. But when the ene- 
hiy fentCorgias, witli live thoufand foot, and 
one thouland luu'lc, that he might fall upon 
fiidas by nigiit, and had for th.at purpofe cer¬ 
tain of the runagate Jews as guides, the fon of 
Mattathias |icrccived it, and refolved to fall 
npon thofe enemies that were in their camp, 
now their fori.cs were divided. When they 
had thereibre Hipped in good lime, and had 
left many fires in their camp, he marched all 
tugl'.t to thofe enemies that were at Emmaus; 
fo that vdien Gorgias lound no enemy in their 
cam}), but Ibfpebted that tl-.ey were retired, 
and Iur! hidden thetnfelves among the inonn- 
tains, he refolved to yo and fcek them where*- 
I'oevcr they were. But about break of day 
Judas appeared to thofe enemies tliat were at 
limmaing with only three thoufand men, and 
thofe ill armed, by rfaibn cif their ixoverty ; 
and W'hen he Jaw the enemy very well and 
Ikilfully lertiticd in their camp, he encouraged 
the J cws, and told them, That they ought 
to light, ihcugh it were with their naked bo¬ 
dies; for that God had fometimes of old given 
fuch men nrength, and that againft hieh as were 
more in mun!'/cr, aivl were armed .allb, out of 
regard to their great courage.” So he com¬ 
manded the truinpeters to lound lor the battle : 
And by thus Pilling upon the enemies when 
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they did not expebl it, and thereby aftonifliing 
and difturbing their minds, he flew many of 
thefe that refilled him ; and went on pufliiing 
the rtil as far as Gadar.i, and the plains of 1 - 
dumea, and Aihdod, and Jamnia ; and of 
thefe there fell about three thouland. Yet did 
Judas exhort his foldiers not to be too defirou. 
of the fpoils; for that Hill they mull, have a 
contefl and a battle with Gorgias, and tlic 
forces that were with him ; hut tliat when they 
had once overcome them, then they might Jc- 
cutely {)lundcr the camp, becaufc they were 
the only enemies remaining, and they expebG 
ed no others. And juft as he was fpeaking to 
his loldiers, Gorgias’s men looked down into 
that army, which they left in their camp, and 
law that it was overthrown, and the earn]) 
burnt; for the I'lnoke that arofc from it fiiewed 
them, even when they were a great way off, 
what liad hajtpcned. When therefore thofe 
that were with Gorgias underllood tliat things 
were in this pollure, and perceived that thofe 
that were with Judas were ready to tight them, 
they alfo were affrighted, anel put to llight; 
but then Judas, as though be had already 
beaten Gorgias’s foldiers without lighting, re- 
turued,. and feized on the fjioils. Pie took .z 
great fpiantily of gold, and lilver, and purple, 
and blue, and tlien returned home willi joy, 
and flngin;.,}; hymns to God for their good fue- 
cefs; for this viblory greatly contributed to the 
recovery of their liberty. 

5. lijiREuroN Lylias was confounded at 
the defeat of the army which he had lent, and 
the next year he got together fixty thoufand 
chofen men. He alfo took live thouland hovfe- 
men, and fell upon Judea ; and he went up to 
the hill country at Bethfur, a village of Judea, 
and })itrhed his camp there, where Judas met 
liim with ten thoufand men ; And when he faw 
the great number of his enemies, he prayed to 
God, that he would affiflhim, and joined bat¬ 
tle with tlie lirft of the enemy that appeared, 
and beat them, and Hew about five thoufand of 
them, and thereby became terrible to the Veil 
of them. Nay, indeed, Lyfias obferving the 

great 
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-'rcat fpirit of die Jews, how diey were pre¬ 
pared to die rather than lofe their liherty, and 
bcin^ afraid of their defperate way of fight¬ 
ing;, as if it were real ftrength, he took the reft 
of the army back with him, and returned to 
Antioch, where he lifted foreigners into the 
icrvicc, and prepared to fall upon Judea with 
a greater army. 

6 . Willi.y therefore the generals of Anti- 
oehufs armies had been beaten ib often, Judas 
affimblcd the people together, and told them, 
’riiat “ after thefe many A'idorics which God 
had given them, they ought to go up to jeru- 
i'aiein, and purii'y the temple, and offer the aji- 
pointed facrilices.” But as foon as he, witli 
tlic wiiole multitude, was come to jcrufalem, 
and found the tciiiple deierted, and its gates 
Imriit down, and plants growing in the temple 
ofilieirown accord, on account of its defer- 
rio-o, lie and tb.ole that vccrc with him began 
to laiucnt, and wcre.cjuitc confounded at the 
•ight of the temple 3 fo he chofc out fomc of 
his foldicrs, and gave them order to iigiit a- 
gainft thole guards that were in the citadel, un¬ 
til he ib.ould have purified th.e temple. When , 
thteefore he had carefully jiurgcd it, and liad i 
brought ill new velTels, the candleftick, the 
table [of fliew bread] and the altar [of incenfe] 
which were made of gold, he hung uj) the 
vails at the gates, and added doors to them. 
He alio took dov/n the altar [of burnt oilering] 
and built a new one of ftones that he gathered 
together, and not of fich as were hewn with 
iron tools. So on the five and twentieth day 
of the moiath CaHeu, v/hich tb.c IVlacedonians 
call tliey lighted the lamps that were 

on the candleftick, and offered incenfe upon 
ihe altar [of incenfe] and laid the loaves upon 
the table [of llaew bread] and offered burnt of¬ 
ferings upon the new altar [of burnt-offering.] 
Novr it fo fell out, that thde things were done 
oa the very fame day on which their divine 
worffup had fallen otF, and was reduced to a 
profo-tie and common ufc, after three years 
time ; for fo it was, that the temple was made 
dcfolalc by Antioclius, and fo continued for 
three years. Tliis defoladon happened to the ^ 
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temple in the hundred forty and fifth year, oa 
the twcnty-lifth day of the month Apidleus, 
and on the hundred fifty and third olympiad : 
but it was dedicated a-new on tlie fame day, 
the twenty-fiftli of the month Apcllcu;--, on the 
hundred and forty-eiglitli year, and on the 
hundred am! ilfty-fourth olym[)iad. And this 
defolatiou came to pals according to tlie ],'ro- 
phecy of Daniel, which was given lour hundred 
and eight years before ; for he declared, that 
the Macedonians would dillblve that worlhip 
[lor fome lime.] 

7. Now Judas celebrated the fefflval of tlie 
rciloratiou ol the laciihces at the tempde for 
eight days; and omitted no fort ol'pieafurea 
thereon : i>ut he leallcd them upon very rieix 
and fplendid facriliccy ; and he honoured God, 
and delighted them, by liyams and jifalm;.- 
Nay, they were fo very glad at the revival of 
tlicir cul'iorns, wlicn, after a Icaig lime of in- 
tenniffian, they nnexpccledly had re.yiiucci the 
freedom of their worllnp, that rhev made it a 
law for their }'ollerity, that they ihould ktc[) 
a feffival (in account ol the refforatloii t>f their 
tenrplc-worlhlp, fm- ciglit da):-. And i'lom 
tirat time to this we cclclirate tife; fcllivai, ami 
call it I.r^bts. 1 fujipc'fe the re:it'o:i was, bc- 
(^’ulc this lihicrl)' beyond our hc'jxes appeared 
to us; ami t.iat tiicnce was the mine yiven to 
tiiat fcliival. Judas allu rebuilt the vv’alls round 
aoout llie ci'.)'; and reared towers ol great 
height agam-t the incurhoris of cncinies ; and 
let gtiarcis thciain. He aho I'orti'icd the city 
Bethfura, that it mip;ht ferve as a chadel againit 
any diltreffes that might come from our ene¬ 
mies. 

C II .\ P. Vlll. 

How yudc.s fi/hdi’tJ the NiUio/is round abonl ; 
and hoiv S 'tnwu heal ihc People of Iyn: and 
Ptokinais ; and bow judasawereamc Ihrio- 
theiis^ and forced him to fy azva)\ and did, 
many other 'Tbing.y cflcr j'ofepb and uParias 
had been beaten 

t. X^TllEN the'e things were over, the 
W nations round about the Jews were 

very 
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veiy lUH-ai/ nt tlic ot tlirir power, and 

role up ti);yi!icr, and dc'lrcptJ ruiiy of them, 
ac gaining; advant.iv.c <''ier thc;a by itjylng 
fnares f(y ib.cm, and iirddni; ilxict coufpiracies 
jgrdn’f ihcni. judas nvade parpen:-. 1 expedi¬ 
tions agaudi tSuic nui, .uul eniuavoiircd to 
xcilrai.j tl'.vin Iroiii tlioie iii nn'-, and to pre¬ 
vent the nufehici'o tlicy dii! tu the j-'ws. So he 
iell upon tlie Idiuncans, tlic polleiity of Efaii, 
at Acrahattciic, and f.cvv a great vi iny of them, 
and took their fpoils, I Jc .’.H'o ihut up the fons 
of Bean, dial laid wait tor the jews; and he 
lat down about tlieni, and behe.wd them, and 
hurui ihelr towers, and dclb o)’-o 'he men [that 
were in tliem]. Alter t' !^, he .vent thence in 
liafle agaiufl the /lomnouite'-’, ^.ho had a great 
and a numerous army; o; v,’n.ieii Timotheus 
was the eonimander. And when he had fub- 
dued them, he ilired on the eitv Jazar, and 
took their wivci and their cliildren captives, 
and burnt the city, and then return into JLl" 
dca. But vrhen the neighbouring n;ilions un- 
derflood that he was returned, they got toge¬ 
ther in great numbers, in. the 1 ind of Oilcad, 
and came aguinfl thofe jews iliat v’cre at their 
borders, who then Ikd to tlic ganifoii of B 
thema; and feat to judas (o inlbrm him, • 
'rimotheus v/as e’KieavoUiing to take tlw 
whither the) were fed. ' And as ih'fe epil^fes ^ 
weie leading, there came otlu'r meilengers oeu j 
of G.ii'ile'", \vhn informed him, that the inha¬ 
bit mts Btolemais, and of Tyi e, and Sidon, and 
llrangers of (labl'.-', wmre gotten togctiicr, 

A' o3UD;:;C),y judas, upon soufidcring 
what w.r, l:t te) lie done, with relation to the 
nweJhfy lajdi tliefe calco required, gave order, 
ihii 5d!i.on his h. oilier ihould take three thou- 
futii ehofcii men, aral go to the aihftance of the 
j.eww ill Galiler, while he, and another of his 
bro<'n.r.s, joiaihau, made haflc into the land 
o: Gihsiii, with eight thoufand loldicrs. And 
he left joh]di, tlu; ibn of Zachariac, and Aza- 
ri IS, to be over the red of the forces; and 
charged them to keep Judea very carefully, 
and to fight no hattks with any perfons whoin- 
foever unri! his return. Accordingly Simon 
went into Galilee, and fought the enemy, and 
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put them to flight, and piirfucd them to the 
very gates of I’lc-IeiUcds, and flcw^ ahnu! three 
thoufand of them ; and took the fpoib cib'iicde 
that W'erc flain, auti th.ofe |c\vg v horn Uiry had 
made captives, with their baggage; and then re¬ 
turned home. 

. 3. Now as for Judas Maccabams, , , d. his 
brother Jonathan, they jvlicd over t'u Bncr 
Jordan; and wdien they b.ad gf/uc tlirec days 
journey, they light upon the Nabat'. uts, rvho 
came to mc.^t them peaceably, mul wlic tf'lJ 
them how tlie af'iirs of thof’ in the land c-S 
Gilead flood ; and how' many of them were in 
diftrefs, and driven into the gait iim'.:,, and into 
the cities of Galilee: and cxluatid him to 
make haflc to go agiinil the ioicigticrs, am’ 
to endeavour tf' h.vc ifss (>un countrymen om 
of their hands, I'n tins evlioitalion Juda'. 
heaikcncd, and wnirncd into the v ikh iitcfs ; 
and in the frA ]:i.Ae jcl' ujion the inliabitants 
of Bofor, and took the cih’, aitd heat the inha¬ 
bitants, and (lellui)(.d .dl tht tua-h"'', am! all 
that were able to hght, and Inirnt the city,. 
Nor did he (lop, even when night came on ; 
hut he journcM.d in it to the gafrifen, w here 
the Jews hap] cned to be tlicii Auit up, and 
' here Timotheus lay round the place v, ith his 
■ay : And Judas came upon the city in the 
..'ling; and rvhen he found that the cue- • 
my weic making an affault upon the walls, 
and that lo'.:,e t'f tlicm brought ladders, on 
which they might get upon lifofe walls, and 
that others hroughl engines [to batter thcinj 
he bid the trumpeter to found Ins trumpet, 
and he encouraged his feldieis cheerfully to 
undergo dangers for the fake of their brethren 
and kindred : he alfo parted his army into 
tfirec hodic.s, and fell upon the hacks of their 
enemies. But when I'imcthcus's men per¬ 
ceived that it was IV!accaba.nis that was upon 
them, of both whofe courage and good fuc- 
cefs in war they hatl formerly had fuA'icient 
experience, they were put to flight; but Judas 
followed therh with his army, and Aew about 
eight thoufand of them. lie then turned a- 
fide to a city of the foreigners, called MaHcy and 

took 
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took It, and flew all the males, and burnt the 
city itfclf. He then removed from thence, 
and overthrew Cafphom, and Bofor, and many 
(jtli^r cilit's of the land of Gilead. 

4 . But not long after this, Timotheus pre- 
p.aed a great army, and took many others as 
'.n'.lbaiies ; au;J induced fome of the Araifians, 
ity the jiroinife of rewards, to go with him in 
this cvni'dition, and came with his army be- 
\oii.l the brook, over againfl; the city Raphon; 
And he encouraged his foldicrs, if it came to a 
Ijiitie with the Jews, to fight courageoufly, 
and to hinder their jiafTmg over the brook; 
lor he laid to tlicm before-hand, That “ if they 
come over it, w'e lhall.be beaten.” And when 
ludas heard that Timotheus prepared himl'clf 
' ) fatht, he took all his own army, and Vvcnt 
hi hade a.gainll Timotheus his enemy ; and 
^Jicn he had palled owy the brook, he fell up- 
' n hi-i cneofics, and lomc of them met him, 
whom he flew, and others of them he fo terri¬ 
fied,' that he compelled them to throw down 
their arms and fly ; and fome of thele efeaped : 
!;.ut fome of them lied to what was called the 
temple at Carnaim, and hoped thereby to pre- 
fcivc ihcmfclvcs; btft Judas took the city, and 
flew them, and burnt the temple, and fo ufed 
fcvcral ways of deftroying his enemies. 

. WnJiN he had done this, he gathered 
the Jews together, with their children, and 
wives, and the fubftance that belonged to them, 
and was going to bring them back into Judea : 
But as Toon as he was come to a certain city, 
whofe name was Ephrou, that lay upon the 
road (and as it was not pofTible for him to go 
any other way, fo he was not willing t <5 go 
back again) he thea fent to the inhabitants, 
and defired that they would open their gates, 

* The reafon why Bethflian was called Scph-jpolis, is 
well known from Herodotus, J 3 . I. p. 105. and Syncellus, 
p. 214. that the Scythians, when they over-ran Afia, in 
the days of Jofiah, feized on this city, and kept it as lonj; 
as they continued in AOa, from wliich time it retained 
Uie name of or the city of the Scythians. 

I This niofl providential prcBrvation of all the religi- 
quS ]5ws in this expedition, which was according to the 
wiH of God,.is obfcrvable often among God’s people, the 
]e'.vf 5 and fomewhat very like it in the changes of the 
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and iHTinit them to go rn their vav liirough 
the city ; for ihcy h,:id iloy’pecl tg^ tS.e gates 
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city, and flciv every male mj it, and biirhi u all 
down, and fo obtained a way through it ; and 
the raultilude of thole that were ilah'. wroi lo 
great, that tlicy v\^cut over ihe dead bodies. 
Bo they came over Jordan, and anivod at the 
great plain, ova' againfl; vvliich is fl'uate the 
city Bcthfhan, whiih is called by tlie oireeks 
* Scytbopolis. And going awav hailily from 
thence, they came into Judea, hngjng plalms 
and hymns as they went, and indulging liich 
tokens of mirth as arc uAial in triumphs upon 
vifLory. They a'.fo offered th.mk-oflerings, 
both for their good fiicccf, and for the pre- 
fervatlon of their army ; for -(- not om; of the 
Jews was flain in thele baulc.. 

6. But as to J*feph, tlic fou of Aachailas, 
and Azarias, whom judas left generals [of the 
reft of the forces] at the fame time when ,Si¬ 
mon was in Galilee, figliting againfl: the people 
of Piolemais, and Judas Ijiinfclf, and hi', bro¬ 
ther Jonathan, were in the land of Gi'cad, 
did tilde men alfo afledl the glory of liiing 
courageous generals in war; in order whereto 
they took the army that was under their cr-m- 
mand, and came'to Jamnia. There Gen-givi, 
the general of the forces of Jamnia, met them ; 
and upon joining battle with him, they lofl 
J two thoufand of their army, and fled away, 
and were purfued to the very borders of jiulea. 

And 

four monarchies, whicli were alio providential. See I'li- 
deaux, at the years 331, 333, and 334. 

b Here is another great inftanee of Providence, that 
when, even at the very time that Simon and Judas, and 
Jonathan, were fo miraculoufly prefen rd, and blefl'cd, in 
the juft defence of their laws and religion, tliefc other 
generals of the Jews who went to fight for honoui, in a 
vain-glorious way, and without any cornmiffion fioni God. 
or the'family he had taifed up to deliver them, were 
miferai^y idifappointed and defeated. See i Maccab. v. 
<Sl, 62.' 


f- 'A/I 
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And this niisfortunc bcdcl them by their dif- 
obedicncc to what iniuut''ions Judas liad given 
them, “ Not to fip.ht with any one before his 
return.” for, belides t!ic lell of Judas’s faga- 
cious coiinicls, one may well wonder at this 
conierning tlic misfortune that bcfel the forces 
commanded by Jofeph and Azarias, -which he 
undciRond would happen, if they broke any 
of the injuintlions lie had given them. But 
|uuas, and his Inxthren, did not leave off fight¬ 
ing with the Idumeans, but preffed upon them 
on all iidcs, and took from them the city of 
Hebron, and demoliRicd all its fortifications, 
and fet its towers on fire, and burnt tbe 
country of the foreigners, and the city Mariffa. 
Hiey came alfo to Alhdod, and took it, and 
laid it wade, end took away a great deal of 
the fpoils and prey that were in it, and re¬ 
turned to Judea. 

C HAP. IX. 

Conctiuhig the Death of Antiochus Epiphanes. 
How Aat/orhas Eupafor fought ngainji Ju¬ 
das^ and heptged him in the Eemplc, and af- 
ierwards made Peace ‘jvilh him, and depart'- 
td. Of Aid mus and Onias. 

i] i. A BOUT thn time it was that king 
Antiochus, as he was going over 
the nppir countries, licaid, that there was a 
yery rich city in Pcifia, calk'd E/jmuiis ; and 
therein a very rich temple of Diana, and that 
it WMS full of all forts of donations dedicated to 
n ; as alfo weapons and breaft-plates, which, 
upon enquiry, he found had been left there by 
Alexander, the fou of Philip, king of Mace¬ 
donia. And being incited by thefe motives, 
be went in halle to Elymais, and aflaultcd it, 
and befieged it. But as thofe that were in it 
were not terrified at bis affault, nor at his fiegSj 
but bppofed him very courageoully, he was 

* Since St Paul, n pharifee, confelTcs, that he had not 
h^ewn lomupif, ifice, or dtfires, to he finful, had not the 
tenth commandinentfaid, ThouJkalt mteawt, Rom. vii. 7. 
the cafe feems to have been nwch the fjatte with our Jo- 
fephus, who was of the fame fe^t, tbatf had not a deep 
Icnie of the greatnefs of ahy fins thatprcKeeded nofarthu^ 


beaten off his hopes ; for they drove him a- 
way from the city, and went out and purfued 
after him, infomuch, that he fled away as far 
as Babylon, and loft a great many of his army. 
And when he was grieving for this difappoint- 
ment, fome perfons told him of the defeat 
of his commanders whom he had left behind 
him to fight againft Judea, and what ftrengtb 
the Jews had already gotten: When this con¬ 
cern about thefe affairs was added to the foi- 
mer, he was confounded, and, by the anxiety 
he was in, fell into a diftemper, which, as ii 
lafted a great while, and as his pains incrcaled 
upon him, fo he at length perceived he flioukl 
die in a little time; fo he called his friends t(' 
him, and told them, that his diftemper was 
fevere upon him; and confeffed v^^ithal, that 
this calamity was fent upon him for tlie mifer- 
ies he had brought upon the Jcwifti nation, 
while he plundered their temple, and contemned 
their God; and when he had faid this, he 
gave up the ghoft. Whence one may won¬ 
der at Polybius of Megalapolis, who, though 
otherwife a good man, yet faith, “ That An¬ 
tiochus died becaufc he had a purpofe to plun¬ 
der the temple of Diana in Perfia for the 
* purpofmg to do a thing, but not adlually do¬ 
ing it, is not worthy of punifhmeut. But if 
Polybius could think, that Antiochus thus loft 
his life on that account, it is much more pro¬ 
bable that this king died on account of his 
facrilegious plundering of the temple at Jeru- 
falem. But -we will not contend about this 
matter with thofe who may think, that the caufc 
affigned by this Polybius of Megalapolis is 
nearer the truth than that affigned by us. 

However, Antiochus, before he died, 
called for Philip, who was one of his compa¬ 
nions, and made him the guardian of his king¬ 
dom ; and gave him his diadem, and his gar¬ 
ment, and his ring, and charged him to carry 

. them, 

than the intention. However, firtce Jofcpbiis fpeaks here 
properly of the punifliment of death, which is not in- 
flifted by any law either of God or man for the bare in- 
tention, his words’nccd not be llraincd to mean, that fins 
intended, but not executed, -were no fins at all. 
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them, and deliver them to his Ion Antiochus ; 
and deiired him to take care of his education, 
and to prefcrve the kingdom for him.^ This 
Antiochus died in the hundred forty and ninth 
year : But it w^as Lyfias that declared his death 
to the multitude, and appointed his fon Aatio- 
chus to be king (of whom at prefent he had 
tlie care) and called him Eupalor. 

3. At this time it was that the garrifon in 
the citadel at Jcrufalcin, with the Jewilli runa¬ 
gates, did a great deal of harm to the Jews ; 
for the foldiers that were in that garrifon rufhed 
out upon the fudden, and dellroycd fuch as were 
going up to the temple in order to offer their 
facrilices ; for this citadel adjoined to, and over¬ 
looked the temple. When thefe misfortunes 
had often happened to them, judas refolved to 
dcllroy that garrifon ; whereupon he got all the 
people together, and vigoroufly befieged thofe 
iha’t were in the citadel. This was in the hun¬ 
dred and fiftieth year of the dominion of the 
Selcucidx. So he made engines of war, and 
ereded bulwarks, and very zcaloufly prefled on 
(0 take the citadel; But there were not a few 
of the runagates who were in the place, that 
went out by night into the country, and got 
together fame other wicked men like them- 
fclves, and went to Antiochus the king, and 
defired of him, that “ he would not fuffer them 
to be negleded, under the great hard-fhips that 
lay upon them from thofe of their own nation, 
and this becaufe their fufferings were occafion- 
ed on his father’s account, while they left the 
religious worlhip of their fathers, and preferred 
that which he had commanded them to follow ; 
that there was danger leff the citadel and thofe 
that were appointed to garrifon it by the king, 
ihould be taJken by Judas, and thofe that were 
with him, unlefs he would fend them fuccours.” 
When Antiochus, w*!!© was but a child, heard 
this, he was angry, and fent for his captains, 
and his friends, and gave order, that they 
fhould get an army of mercenaries together, 
with, fuch men alfo of his own kingdom as were 
of dn age fit for war. Accordingly, an arrny 

* No wonder that Jofephtis here deferibes Antiochus 
Eupator as young and wanthig tuition when he came 
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was collefted, of about an hundred thoufand 
footmen, and twenty thoufand horfemen, and 
thirty-two elephants. 

4. So the king took this army, and marched 
haftily out of Antioch, with Lyfias, who had 
the command of tlie whole, and came to Idu¬ 
mea, and thence went up to the city Bethfura, 
a city that was flrong, and not to be taken 
without great difficulty; he fat about tliis city, 
and befieged it. And while the iahal)itants of 
Bethfura courageoufly oppofed him, and fallied 
out upon him, and burnt his engines of war, 
a great deal of time was fpent in the fiege. 
But when Judas heard of the king’s coming, 
he raifed the fiege of the citadel, and met the 
king, and pitched his camp in certain llraks, 
at a place called Ik'tbzacharia^ at the diffance 
of feventy furlongs from the enemy ; but the 
king foon drew liis forces from Bethfura, and 
brought them to thofe ftrails. And as fonn as 
it was day, he put his men in battle-array, and 
made his elephants follow one another through 
the narrow palTes, bccaufe they could not be 
fet Tideways one by another. Now round a- 
bout every elephant there were a tlioufand foot¬ 
men, and five hundred horfemen. The ele¬ 
phants alfo had high tov;crs [upon their backs] 
and archers [in them]. And he alfo made the 
reft of his army to g;o up the mountains, and 
put his friends before the reft ; and gave orders 
for the army to ffiout aloud, and lo he attack¬ 
ed the enemy. He alfo expofed to fight their 
golden and brazen fliields, fo that a glorious 
fplcndor was fent from them ; and when they 
fhouted, the mountains echoed again. When 
Judas faw this, he was not terrified, hut recei¬ 
ved the enemy with great courage, and flew 
about fix hundred of the firft ranks. But when 
his brother Eleazar, whom they called /iuran^ 
faw the talleft of all the elephants armed with 
royal bfeaft-plates, and fuppofed that the king 
was upon him, he attacked him with great 
quicknefs and bravery. He aFo flew many of 
thofe that were about the elephant, and fcat- 

* tered 

the crown; Tince Appjan informs us, Syriac, p. 177.'that 
ho then but nine years old. 
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tcred the reft, nnd then went under the ])tlly 
of the elephant, and fmote hinv, and Hew him; 
fo the elephant fell upon Elcazar, and by his 
avcight cnilhed him to death. And thus did 
this man come to bis cud, when he had firft 
eourageoully dellroyed many of his enemies. 

5. But Judas, feeing the ftrength of the 
enemy, retired to jertifalcm, and prepared to 
('ndiire a hcgc. As for Antiochus, he lent part 
(.if his army to Bethfura to beliege it, and with 
the reft of his army he came agaiiift Jcrufalem ; 
but the inhabitants of Bethfura were terrified 
at his ftrength ; and feeing that their provifions 
grew fc irce, they delivered thcmlelvcs up on 
tlic feciniiy of oaths, that they Ihould fuffer 
no hard treatment from the king. And when 
Antiochus had thus taken llic city, he did them 
no other harm than fending them out naked. 
He alfo placed a garrifon of liis own in tlie city : 
Bur as for the temple of Jcrufalem, he lay at 
its fiege a long time, while tlipy withiu brave¬ 
ly defended it; for what cJigines foever the 
king let againft thorn, they let ether engines 
again to oppofe them. But then their pro- 
A’ifions failed them; what fruits of the ground 
they liad laid up were fpent, and the land being 
not plowed that year, eontiniied unfowed, bc- 
caufe it wa.s the feventh year, on which by our 
laws we arc obligc'd to let it He uncultivated. 
And withal fo many of the bclicged ran away 
firr w mt of ncccOarie;;, that but a few only 
were left in the tcmj)le. 

6. And theie happened to be the Ltrciim- 
ftauces of fuch as were hefieged in the temple. 
Bat then, bcc.'uifc Lyfias, the gcner.J of the 
-.rmy, and Antiochus the king, were inform¬ 
ed, tiiat Philip was coming upon them out of 
I'erfia ; and wa.s endeavouring to get the ma¬ 
nagement of public affairs to himfelf, they came 
into thefe fcntiincnts, to leave the fiege, and 
to make hallc to go againft Philip: yet ^lid 
they rcfolve not to let this be known to the 
ioldiers, or to the officers: But the king com¬ 
manded Lyiias to fixsak openly to the foldicrs, 
and the officers, without faying a word about 
the bul’mcft of Philip ; and to intimate to tfia n, 
that the fiege would be very ka’g ; ' • 
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place was very ftrong; that they were already 
in want of provifions ; that many affairs of the 
kingdom wanted regulation ; and that it was 
much better to make a league with the' bcliegcd, 
and to become friends to their wdiolc ruliop, 
by permitting them to obferve the laws of thcii 
fathers, while they broke out into this war 
ly bccaufe they were deprived of them, and fo 
to depart home. When Lyfias had dillouiKe 
thus to them, both the army and the office 
were pleafed with this refolution. 

7. AceoRDiNGLY the king lent to JnJa., 
and to thofe tliat W'ere belicged witli him, and 
])romifed to give them peace, and to permil 
them to make' ufe of, and live according to tin: 
laws of ihcir fathers. And they glad! y reci i\ 11) 
his propofah : and vchen they had gal:icd fc- 
ciuity upon oath for their performance, the) 
went ont of the temple. But wdacn Antioclni' 
came into it, and law how ftrong the 'place 
was, he broke his oaths, and ordered his army 
that w'as there to pluck down the walls to the 
ground ; and when he had fo done, he return¬ 
ed to Antioch : he alfo carried with him Onias 
the high prieft, who was alfo called Menelm/s; 
for Lyfias advified the king to flay Meuclaus, 
if he would have the Jews be quiet, and caufe 
him no farther dillurbance ; for that this man 
was the origin of aft the mifehief the Jews liad 
done them, by perfuading his father to compel 
the Jews to leave the religion of their fathers : 
fo the king lent Mcnelaus to Berea, a city of 
Syria, and there had him put to death, when 
he had been high prieft ten years. He had 
been a wicked and an impipus man; and, in 
order to get the government to himfelf, had 
compelled his nation to tranfgrefs theii: own 
laws. After the death of Menelaus, Alcimus, 
who was alfo called Jacimis, was made high 
prieft. But when king Antiochus found that 
Philip had already poUcfJed himf if of the go¬ 
vernment, he made war againft. him, and fuh- 
dued him, and took him, and Hew him. Now 
as to Onias, the fi n of the high prieft:, whq, 
as we befoit , ifiji.-i-.d you, was left a child 
'"'heu ols faihvr dicii, when He faw thaf.the 

king 
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ling had flain his unde Mendaus, and given 
the high priefthood to Aldmus, who was not 
of the high prieft Hock, but as induced by 
J.yfias to^tranflate that dignity from this fami¬ 
ly to another houfe, he fled to Ptolemy, king 
t)t ilgypt. And when he found he was in great 
< llecm with him, and with his wife Cleopatra, 
he dcfired and* obtained a place in the Nomus 
of Heliopolis, wherein he built a temple like 
to that at Jcrufalem : of which therefore we 
(hail hereafter give an account, in a place more 
jnoper for it. 

CHAP. X. 

How BacchideSy the General of Demetrius's Ar¬ 
my^ made an Expedition agairift fudea^ and 
returned without Sucrefs ; and how Nicanor 
was fent a little afterward agairfl fudas^ 
and perifsed^ together with his Army: as 
alfo concerning the Death of Alcimus^ and the 
Succejjion of Judas. 

§ I. A BOUT the fame time Demetrius, the 
Jfx, foil of Selencus, fled away I'rom 
Rome, and took Tripoli, a city of Syria, and 
fet the diadem on his own head. He alfo ga¬ 
thered certain mercenary foldiers together, and 
entered into his kingdom, and was joyfully re¬ 
ceived by all who delivered themfelves up to 
him. And -when they had taken Antiochus the 
king, and Lyfias, they brought them to him 
alive; both which were immediately put to 
death by the command of Demetrius, when 
Antiochus had reigned two years, as we have 
already elfewhcre related. But there were now 
many of the wicked Jewifh runagates that came 
together to him, and with them Alciraus the 
high prieft, who accufed the whole nation, and 
particularly Judas and his brethren; and faid. 
That “ they had flain all his friends ; and that 
thofe in his kingdom that were of his party, 
and wfaited for his return, were by them put 

no way probable thatjofephus would call Bac- 
cInd«jS, that bitter and bloody enemy of the Jews, as our 
ffrcfsnt copies have it, » wmk good, or hW and gentle. 
the aittlwr of firft book of MaCcabqes, whom Jo- 
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to dfath ; that thefe men bad ejeGecl il:em out 
of their own country, and catiled them to be 
fojourners in a foreign land ; and they delired, 
that he would fend foma one of his own friends, 
and know from him, what milcliief Judas’s 
paity had done.” 

2. At this Demetriu'' was very angry, and 
fent Bacchides, a friend of Antiochus Itpipha- 
ncs, * a good man, and one that had been in- 
trufted with all Mcfopotamia, and gave him an 
army, and committed Alcimus the high prieft 
to his care ; and gave him charge to ilay Judas, 
and thofe that were v\ith him. 80 Bacchides 
made haftc, and went out of Antioch with his 
army ; and when he was come into JucLi, he 
fent to Judas and his Inethron, to diicuurfc 
with him about a lenguc of h'i<.rdfidp and 
peace, for he had a mind to take bin, by tieach- 
cry: But Judas did not give creebt to !iim ; ftjr 
he faw that he came with lo great .ui army as 
men do not bring when tlicy ct me tc' make 
peace, but to make war. liowever, fomc of 
the people accjuicfccd in what Hacchiclco eaulcd 
to be proclaimed ; and (iippoftng they fhould 
undergo no conftdcralde harm from Alcimus, 
who was their countiyman, they vrent over to 
them ; and when they had received oaths fiom 
both of them, that neither they themfcKcg nor 
thofe of the fame fentimenis, ftrould conie ic' 
any harm, they intrufted themtclve-. wnh them . 
But Bacchides troubled nor himlelf about tlit 
oaths he had taken, and flew threcfcorc of them, 
although, by not keeping his faith with' theft 
that firft went over, he dttened all the* reft, who 
had intentions to go over to him, ftom doing' 
it. But as he was gone out of Jerufalera, and 
was at the village called Betb^etbo, he fent caut 
and caught many of the deferters, and fome ol 
the people alfo, and flew them all; and enjoin¬ 
ed all that lived in the country to fubmit to Ai- 
ctmus. So he left him there, witli fome part 
of the army, that he might have wherqwkh to 

keep 

fcphushcre fbllows, inflead of that cbaraAcr, fiy ofliim. 
is, that 'he was (I great vwn in the kingdom, and fakhfn! 
the kings which is very probably Jofcpliub’s meaning alfo. 

5N 
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keep tho country in obedience, and returned to 
Antioch to kins: Demetrius. 

3. IBot Alcimus was defirous to have the 
doiniiiiou more hrmly afl'urcd to him : And 
undcrft.inding that if he covdd bring it about 
tliat the multitude fliould be his friends, lie 
fhoiild govern with greater fecurity, he fpakc 
kind words to them all, and difeourfed to each 
of ilicm after an agreeable and pleafant manner, 
by which means, he ciuickly had a great body 
of men, and an arnty about him, although the 
greater part of them were of the wicked, and 
the deferters. With thefc, whom he ufed as 
his fervants and foldiers, he went al! over the 
country, and flew all that he could find of Ju¬ 
das’s party. But when Judas faw that Alcimus 
was already become great, and had deflroyed 
many of the good and holy men of the coun¬ 
try, he alfo went all over the country, and de- 
Ih'oyed iliofe that W'cre of the other's party. 
But when Alcimus law that he was not able 
to oppofc judas, nor was ecjual to him in 
flrcngth, lie refol/cd to apply himfclf to king 
Demetrius for his afliftance; fo he came to 
Antioch, and irritated him againfi; Judas, and 
accufed him, ailedging that he hail undergone 
a great many miferies by his means, and that 
';c vrculd do more niifchief, ualefs he were pre¬ 
vented, and brought to puniihment, which muft 
he done by fending a pov.'erful force againll 
mm. 

4, So Demetrius, being already of opinion 
that it would be a thing pernicious to his own 
affairs to overlook Judas, now he was becom¬ 
ing lo great, fent againft him Nicanor, the moll 
kind and moft faitlrful of all his friends; for 
he it was who fled away with him from the 
city of Rome. He alfo gave him as many 
forces as he thought fulficient for him to con- 
<}uer Judas withal, and bid him not fpare the 
nation at all. When Nicanor was come to Je- 
rufalem, he did not refolve to fight Judas im¬ 
mediately, but judged it better to get him into 

* Jof-pliui’s copies muft have been corrupted when they 
hare t;ive viidcry lo Kic innr, contrary to the words follow¬ 
ing, which imply, tint he who was beaten, lied into the 
r//aA', winch for certain belonged to the cityyf David, 
01 to mount Zion, and was in the polTeffiou of Nicanor’a 
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his power by treachery ; fo he fent "him a meC- 
fage of peace, and laid, “ There was no man¬ 
ner of necefiity for them to fight, and ha 7 ard 
themfeives; and that he would givp him Ills 
oath, that he would do him no harm ; for that 
he only came with fomc friends, in order to 
let him know what king Demetrius’s intentions 
were, and what opinion he had of their na¬ 
tion.” When Nicanor had delivered this mef- 
fage, Judas and his brethren complied witf- 
hirn, and fufpetding no deceit, they gave him 
alTurances of friendfliip, and received Nicanoi 
and his army; but while he was fainting Judat, 
and they were talking together, he ga\ e a cer¬ 
tain fignal to his own foldiers, upon which they 
were to feize upon Judas ; but he perceived the 
treachery, and ran back to his own foldiers, 
and fled away with them. So upon this dif- 
covery of his purpofe, and of the fnarcs laid 
for Judas, Nicanor determined to make open 
war with him, and gathered his army together, 
and prepared for fighting him ; and upon join¬ 
ing battle with him at a certain village called 
Capharfalama^ he beat Judas, and forced him 
to fly to that citadel which was at Jcrufalctn. 

5. And when Nicanor came down from tlic 
citadel unto the temple, fome of the priefts and 
ciders met him, and fainted him ; and fhewed 
him the facrifices which they faid they ofiered 
to God for the king : Upon which he blaf- 
phemed ; and ilircatened them, that unlefs the 
people would deliver up Judas to him, upon 
his return he would pull down their temple. 

I And when he had thus threatened them, he de¬ 
parted from Jerufalem : But the priefts fell into 
tears, out of grief at what he had faid ; and bc- 
fought God to deliver them from their enemies. 
B,nt now for Nicanor, when he was gone out 
of Jerufalem, and was at a certain village cal¬ 
led Beibfjrop^ he there pitched his camp, ano¬ 
ther army out of Syria having joined him. 
And Judas pitched his camp at Adafa, another 

village, 

garrifon, and not of Judas’s ; As alfo it la contrarytp the 
CJ.prcfs words of Jofephus’s original auUxor, 1 Mactab. vii. 
32. who f.iys, that Nicanor lolt about 5000 men, and fled 
to,the city of David, 
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village, wUich was thirty furlongs dlftant from 
Beihoron, having no more than one thoufand 
j'oldicrs. And when he had encouraged them 
not to be difmaycd at tlie multitude of their 
’nor to regard how many they were 
lom they were going to light, but to 
ajIio themfelves were, and for what 
great regardsAhey hazarded themfelves, and 
to attack the enemy courageoufly, he led them 
out to light; and joining battle with Nicanor, 
which proved to be a fevere one, he overcame 
the enemy, and flew many of them ; and at 
laft Nicanor himfelf, as he was fighting glori- 
oiifly, fell. Upon w'hofe fall the army did 
not Hay, but wlxen they had lofl: their general 
they were put to flight, and threw down their 
arms; Judas alfo purfued them, and flew them ; 
and gave notice by the found of the trumpets 
to the neighbouring villages, that he had con- 
<jucrcd the enemy ; which, when the inha¬ 
bitants heard, they put on their armour hafti- 
ly, and met their enemies in the face as they 
were running away, and flew them, infomuch, 
that not one of them efcaped out of this bat¬ 
tle, and were in number nine thoufand. This 
viflory happened to fall on the thirteenth day 
of that month which by the Jews is called Adar, 
and by the Macedonians Dyjlrus : And the 
jews thereon celebrate this vidory every year, 
and efteem it as a feftival day. After which 
the Jewilh nation were, for a while, free from 
wars, and enjoyed peace ; but afterward they 
returned into their former ftatc of wars and 
hazards. 

6.' But now, as the high prieft Alclmus 
was refolving to pull down the wall of tiie 
fanduary, which had been there of old time, 
and had been built by the holy prophets, * Iw 
was fmitten fuddenly by God, and fell down. 
This ftroke made him fall down Ipcechlefs up¬ 
on jtlic ground ; and undergoing torments for 

• Thi i account of tke mift-rable death of Alcimus or 
Jacimus, the wicked high prieft (the firfl. that was not of 
the family of the high priefts, and made by vile heathen, 
-Lyfias.)* before the death of Judas, and of Judas’s fuccef- 
fion to him as high prieft, both here and at the conclu- 
liTof this book, direftly contradids i M.tccab. ix. 5.<!,— 
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many days, he, at length oe.’, ...un he liad 
been liigh priefl four years. And when he 
was dead, tlic people bellowed the high juh'ii- 
hood on Judas ; who Itearinc; of the power j of 
the Romans, and tltat tliey liad coiKpicrctl in 
war Galatia, and Iberia, and (lartlragc, and 
J.ybla, and that, befldes ihcfe, they had fub- 
dued Greece, and their kitigs, rerieus, and Phi¬ 
lip, and Antiochu'. the Great alfig he rcl’olvcd 
to enter into a league of fritndflxip with them. 
He therefoie font to Rome foine of his friends, 
ihipolcmus the fon of John, and Jafon the fon, 
of Elcazar, and by them uelired the Romans 
that they would alfifl. them, and he their friends, 
and would write to Demetrius tliat lie would 
not flght againll the jews.^ So the fenate re¬ 
ceived the ambalTadors that came to Rome from, 
Jud as, and difeourfed with them about the er-‘ 
rand on which they came, and then granted 
them a league of afliftancc. i'hcy alio made a 
decree concerning it, and lent a eoiry of it in¬ 
to Judea. It was alfo laid tip in ilie capitol, 
and engraven in brafs. 'I’he decict itfeifwas 
this; “ The decree ol the fenate concerning a 
league of alnftance and uiendfltip with the na¬ 
tion of the Jews. It lhall not be lawlal for 
any that arc fubjcdl to the Romans to make 
war with the nation of tlie Jews, nor to alllll 
thofe that do fo, cither by fending them corn, 
or fliips, or money : And if any attack be made 
upon the jews, the Romans lhall allKl them as 
far as they arc able: And again, if any attack 
be made upon the Romans, the Jews lhall af- 
iill them. And if the jews have a mind to' 
add to, or to take away any thing from this 
league of afllflancc, that fliall be done with the 
common confent of the Romans. And what- 
foever addition fliall thus be made, it lhall he of 
force.” Tills decree was written by Eupole- 
mus the fon of John, and by Jafon the fon of 

Elcazat, 

57, whicli places'his dc.'th after the vicath of Juila^, am! 
fjys nnt a fyllable of the Liph ptielUiood of Juilas. 

] How well the bloinaii liiiloiicti a^'Ttc to this ac count 
of the conquefts ami p[)\verful comliuoii (if tlic kninam 
at t|sis time, fee the note-, in T-Uvcrc.-tiap's edition t nlw 
that the number of ihc fenatois of IVnne wis then jeit 
520, is,'I think, only kno.■.•u from j 1 '.','. c.. u, t i. ■ 
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Elcazar, when JuJas wa?; high prieft of the 
nation, and Simon his hrotJicr was general of 
tlic army. And this was the iirll league that 
the Romans made with the Jews, and was 
inauagcd after this manner. 


c n A p. XI. 

T^hat Bacchides was again (int out againj}. ‘Ju¬ 
das ; and hoxv Judas fdl as be zvas courage- 
■ Jigbllng. 

UT when Demetrius was informed of 
X 3 death of Nicanor, and of the de- 
Ilrudiiou of the army that was with him, he 
fent Bacchidcs again with an army into Judea ; 
Mdio marched out t^f Antioch, and came into 
Judea, and pitched his camp at Arhela, a city 
of Galilee ; and having bclicgcd and takcit 
thofe that were there in caves (for many of the 
people had fed into fuch places) he removed, 
and made all the haflc he could to jcrufalcm. 
And when he had learned, that Judas had 
pitched his camp at a certain village, whofe 
name was Bdl.Tzclbo^ he led his army againft 
him : I’hcy were twenty thoufand footmen, 
and two thoufand horleincn. Now Judas had 
no more foldicrs than J one thouland. When 
thefc faw the multitude of Bacchidcs’s men, 
they were afraid, and left the camj), and Hed 
all Tiway, excepting eight hundred. Now, when 
I'tulas was deferted by his own foldiers, and the 
rneniy preOed upon him, and gave him no 
pine to gather his army together, he was dif- 
pc'fcd to light with Bacchides’s army, though 
lie had hut eitth*: hundred men with him : So 
he exhorted thefe men to undergo the danger 
cmuragcoufly, and citcouragcd them to attack 
the enemy. And when they faid, they were 
not a body fuiricicnt to tight fo great an army, 
and advifed, that t'lcy thoulcl retire now, and 

* This fLibfcrijicion is wanting, t Maccab. viii. 17, 

:irui mull be th(; wmd.s of Jolcpbus, who, by niiil.ike, 
tlioughr, as wc jufi now feen, that JuiJas was at 

this titm- !;igh pricll, and accordingly than reckoned 
},is brother jnnathan to he then genera! ot the army, 
which yet he fccins not to liuvc been till aber the deafh 
of Juilas, 
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favc ihemfelves, and that, when he had gather¬ 
ed his own men together, then he fhould fall 
upon the enemy afterwards, his anfwer was 
this, “ Let not the fun ever fee fuch a thing, 
that I Ihould fliew my back to the t'ncmy ; 
and, although this be the time that will Ring 
me to my end, and I muft die in this battle, 
I will rather Hand to it ccuragcctufly, and bear 
whatfoever comes upon me, than,-by now 
running away, bring reproach upon my fra¬ 
mer great adions, or tarnifii their glory.” 
This was the fpeech he made to tlieic lliat 
remained with him, whereby he encouraged 
them to attack the enemy. 

2. But Bacchidcs drew his at my out of their 
camp, and put them in array for the battle. 
He fet the horlemen on both the wings, and 
the light foldicrs and the archers he placed be¬ 
fore the whole army, but he was himi'clf on the 
right wing. And when he had thus put his 
army in order of battle, and was going to Join 
battle with the enemy, he commanded the 
trumpeter to give a fignal of battle, and the 
army to make a fhout, and to fall on the cnem^v 
And w'hen Judas had done the fame, he joined 
battle with them ; and as both lidcs fought 
valiantly, and the battle continued till lun-lef, 
Judas faw that Baccliides, and the flrongell 
part of the army w^as in the right wing, and 
thereupon took the moft courageous men with 
him, and ran upon that part of the army, and 
fell upon thofe that were there, and broke 
their ranks, and drove them into the middle, 
and forced them to run away, and purfued 
them as far as to a mountain called Aza : But 
when thofe of the left wing faw that the right 
wing w^as put to flight, they cncompafled Ju¬ 
das, and purfued him, and came behind him, 
and took liim into the middle of their army : 
So, being not able to fly, but cncompafled 

round 

That this copy of Jofephus, as he wrote it, hatd here 
not 1000 blit 3000, with 1 Maccab. Ix. 5. is very plain ; 
hecaufe, though the main part ran away at iirft, even in 
Jofephus, as well as in i Maccab, ix. 6. yet, as tlitve, fo 
here 800 are laid to have remained vidth Judas, which 
would he abfurd, if the whole number had been no me-: 

! than leoo. 
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ri,)untl ahoi^t" with cncniic', he frond fill, and | 
he and thofe that 'were with ititn iuitpht : and i 
v.dicu lie had Haiti a great m.'.ny o'' thole th.!< ! 
e inie agaKih him, he at lail w.u, iiitn^'clt wound - j 
, '.Y.h^and fell, and gave up the giioR, and died ! 
in a vvaf like to his former faniou'; aehifjns. i 
When Judas was dead, tilul’c thai were with j 
him had no one whem they co'ilfi regard [as j 
their commander] ; but when they favf them- I 
Jeiv s deprived of fuch a general, they lied. I 
Ihir Simon and Jonathan, Judas’s brethren, re¬ 
ceived his dead body by a treaty from the cne- 
tny, rind carried it to the village Modin, where 
tlicir fatlier had been buried, and there hnried 
him ; while the multitude lamented him many 
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I days, rnul peil'i-rrucd ili" nfa,'! fdeiun me', ot' 
i a iinivi.si to him, r;-,;:. v,'.-”; tin- end tiw? 

Juda;, came t('. Me Ij.i'i I'.en-' .1 nnn; oi'vi 
hn;r, .uid a great vvarrior, and mindful o,' die 
couim.mds oi their father l\'i,i',taUiia'; • niui irui 
'iiuiiergone all diii!rn!i'e‘', hoih in doing and 
lufteiing, for tlu: fh, . y of fts eonnlrvmcno 
And when his charaedn' was I'o excellent fwliile 
lie was alive] he let! behind him a glnriott.s re¬ 
putation and memorial, by gaining freedom 
lor his nation, and delivering them i'rom fla- 
very under the Maewionians. Am,! when he 
j had regained the high pricllhood three yeariL’ 
he died. 


B 0 , O K Xilt. 

Co?natning the Interval' of Eighty-five Tears. 

[From the Death of Judas Maccaba:us to the Death, of CFiccii A.cr..\- 

ANDRA.J 


C H A P. 1. 

Hd'ety ‘Jonalhan took the Cover?i7nc?it after hu 
Brother fudas ; a/id hoiv he, toi^ethcr with 
his Brother Simon, waged War againjl Bat- 
chules. 

J I.T3Y wdiat means the nation of the Jcvws 
JL# recovered their freedom when they 
had been brought into flavery by the Macedo¬ 
nians, anti what ftrugglcs, and bow great bat¬ 
tles Judas, the general of their army, ran 
through, till he was fiain,' as be was lighting 
for them, hath been related in the foregoing 
hook : But after he was dead, all the wicked, 
and .fliofc that tranfgreflcd the laws of their 
■fejefathers, fprang up again in Judea, and grew 
upo^ them, and diftrclTcd them on every lide. 


A fiininc aTo afh^;.! their wickednei:., and 
afllidcd the country,- till not a few, who, by 
rcafon of their want of neccll'arie.s, ;ind hecauld 
they were not able to boar up againll the mifer- 
ic.s that both the famine and their encinies 
■ brought upon them, deferted their country, and 
i went to the Macedonians. And now Pacchi- 
1 ties gathered thofe Jcw.s together who had a- 
: poftatized from the accullomed way of hvins,-' 
of their forefathers, and chofc to live like their 
neighbours, and committed the care of the 
country to them ; who alfo cauglit the friends 
of Judas, and tliofe of his party, and delivered 
them up to Bacchides, who, when he had, in 
the firft place, tortured and tormented them at 
his pleafurc. he, by that means, at length kil- 

s D led 
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led them. And when this olaniity of tlic 
fews was become I'o i:rvcat, as tliey had never 
iiad experience C'i tlic like lince their rcnirn 
out of Ihibylon, lliofj tiiat reinaiiicd of the 
coni}>au'ien8 of Judas, iccing that the nation 
was ready to be deiimyed after a iniferablc 
manner, earae to his brotlier jonathan, and 
didned him tliat be wc'idd imitate his brother, 
arid tb.at care whi. h he ieC'k oi hi,-, countrymen, 
I'ur whole liiterly iu ecnerai he died aiio ; and 
that he would not perntit tlic nation to be with¬ 
out a governor, eipecio'dy in thoi'j dcilnidlive 
circnndlances wherein it now was. And when 
Jonathan hiid, tlu.t he was ready to die for 
them, and was indeed ciiccmctt no way inferi¬ 
or to bis bifaiier, be was tpipointcd to be tlie 
general ed fee levcdh anr.>■. 

2. I’o'r wl.en liacchides iicard this, he was 
afraid that jot.c.than irdcb.t be ’ cry tronbfcfoine 
to the kmc and the IVIaccmudans, as {tubs had 
been bciore him ; anil he iought iiow lie might 
flay him Ice treat hcry : bur tliis intention of his 
was !iot unkaown to jiauithan, nor to his bro¬ 
ther Simon ; bat when thd'e tv.'o were apprized 
of it, they took all their cumj'anions, and pre- 
fently fled i.ito that wildermb 'vvlnclr was ncar- 
eft to the city ; and rvhen (b.ev were come to 
the lake called .Aj'pJhu\ they-abode there. But 
when Bacchidcs was icnfilde that they were in 
a low Bate, and were iu»that pla.c, he hafted 
to fall upon them witli all his forces, and pitch¬ 
ing his camp hCvond Jerda,., he iTciuiicd ins 
army: Bui when Jon.uhmi knesv ih.at Bac- 
chulir. was coming upon him, he ihnt In:; lirn- 
ther Jo'ii:’.,'.vi'.o '.\ <;sa;iocal!ed.t>nm/ 7 n:o the Na- 
bi'.tean Ar.iL’s.. t:i;U lie miglit lot'ge Iii:; haygage 
with them m/": ll.c l>attic with Ilacciiidcs 
flioiild be e'Ver, 'er tlicy were tlie |cws IVicnds. 
And tlic Ions c: Ambii laid an ainbuih for 
John from the iliv Mcdr.ba, ami iliyed upon 
■hiin, and upon thole tliat were wlHi him, and 
'plundered all that ihey iia'd with lliem : They 
.ddo flew John, and ai; gd cornpanior.;;, IJow'- 
c , er, tlmy were iinlicleutly jcmdihcvl for wiuit 
’they now did by Jiilinb hrethrer!., c.s we fhall 
mlafe p,\’ien'tly. 

3, h-e wlicn BaccJiidc;. knew that Jozta- 


ihan Bad pitched his camp among the lakes of 
Jordan, he obferved when their Sabbath-day 
came, and then aliaulted him, as fuppcflng 
tliat lie would not light bccaufe of the law [fo;; 
refting on that clay] ; But he exhorted his co'" 
panions [to ligh.tj ; and told them, that their 
lives rvere at flake, lince they were enconijraf- 
fed by the river, and hy their enemies, and 
liad no w’ay to elcape ; for that their enemies 
prefled upon them before, and the river cw ■ 
behind tliem. So after he had prayed to Cbnl 
to give them the vidlory, he joined Ijattlc w iti; 
the cneinyg of whom he overthrew^ mrmy : ;uui 
as he fftw Bacchides coming up boldly to him, 
be ftrctchcd out his right hand to Imirc him ; 
but the other forefeeing and avoiding his Itrokc, 
Jonathan with his companions lea])cd into the 
river, and fwam over it, and hy tliat means 
dcaped beyond Jordan, while the emmy di'l 
not pals over that river ; but Baccbidcs return¬ 
ed prefeijtlyto the citadel at [ciufalem, havim- 
lofl about two thoufand of Ids army. I !e alb- 
fortified many cities of jndca, w'hofe walls liad 
been dcmoliflicd, jcricho, and Kmmans, and 
Bethoron, and Bethel, and Timna, and Bha- 
ralho, and Tccoa, and Gazara ; and built tow¬ 
ers in every one of thefe cities, and tneom- 
palfed them with flrong walls, that were very 
large alfo ; and put ganifons into them, that 
they ndght iifur out of them, and do milbhief 
to tlic Jews, He alio fortilied the citadel at 
Jerufalcm more than all the reft. , Moreover, 
he took the Ions of the principal jews as pledges, 
and flint them up in the citadel, and in that 
manner guarded it. 

4. About the fame time one came to Jona- 
tlian, and to hi; brother Simon, and told thenm 
that tlie fons of Ainhri were celebrating a mar¬ 
riage, and bringing the bride from the city Galxi- 
lha,v. lio wasthe daughter of oneof the illuftriour 
men among the Arabians, and that the damfcl 
was to be condudlcd with pomp, and fplendor, 
and much riches ; So Jonathan and Simon 
thinking this ajipeared to be the fitteft time for 
llicm to avenge the death of their brother, and 
that they had forces fliificlcnt for rcceivinrpia - 
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thfa£tion horn them for his death, they made 
hafte to ^edaba, and lay in wait among the 
rnountaiAs for tlie coming of their enemies; 
and as foon, as tliey fiw them conducting the 
at'tiirin, and her bridegroom, and fuch a great 
company of their friends with them, as was to 
be expected at this wedding, tliey fallied out of 
their ambuOi, and flew them all; and took 
tinir ornaments, and all the prey that then fol¬ 
lowed them; and fo returned, and received this 
fiti.taCiion for their brother Jolinfroin thefons 
(if yVmbri ; for as well thole fons themfelvcs, 
as their friends, and wives, and children, that 
followed them, pci^llied, being in number a- 
boiU four hundred. 

HowrvETt, Simmi ami jonatiian re¬ 
turned to the lakes of the river, and abode 
there; Hut Bacchides, when lie h.id fccuicd 
all |uilea with his garrilons, returned to the 
/dng ; auci then it was that the affairs of Judea 
were (juiet for two years. But wlieu the de- 
ferters, and the wicked, faw that Jonathan, 
and thofc that were with him, lived in the 
'.'ounlry very (juietly, by reafon of tlie peace, 
they feiit fo king Dciuttrius, and excited him 
to fend Bacchides to fcir.c upon Jonatiian, 
which they laid was to be done without any 
trouble, and in one night’s time ; and that if 
they fell igion th.cm before they everc aware, 
they might day them all. So the king lent 
Bacchides, who, when he was come into Ju¬ 
dea, wrote to all his friends, l)oth Jews and 
auxiliarcs, that they fliould feize upon Jona¬ 
than, and bring him to him ; and when, upon all 
their endeavours, they were not able to feize 
upon Jonathan (for he was fcnlible of the fnares 
they laid for him, and very carefully guarded a- 
gainlfthem) Bacchides was angry at thefe delert- 
ers, as having impoled ujion liim and upon the 
king, and flew fifty of their leaders ; Where¬ 
upon Jonathan, with his brother, and thole 
that were with him, retired to Bcthagla, a vil¬ 
lage that lay in the wilderncfs, out of his fear 
of Bacchides. lie alfo built towers in it, and 
eucompaffed it with walls, and took care that 
'"ffWhould be fafely guarded. Upon the hear- 
ia| of which, Bacchides led his own army 
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along with him, and liefules took his |cwlfl: 
auxiliaries, and came againil Jonatiian, and 
made an affault upon his fortifcations, and he- 
j lieged him many days ; hut Jonathan did not 
alialc of his courage at the /.cal Baccliidc' 
llicwcd in the licgc, hut coura<gcoully op • 
jiolcd him : y\nd while he left Jiis hrotlui 
Simon in the city to he,hr with Bacchidi.;;, he 
went jirivately out limlclf int'i the country, 

I and got a great liody of men together of his 
own party, and fell upon Bacclidcs’s camp in 
the nighi-tirnc, ami uclfroyed a great many oa 
tlicm. Ill,-, brother Simem knew alto of this 
Ids falling nprn them, heeaufe he perceived 
that the enemies were llain hv him ; f,i he lal- 
llcd out ujion them, and hiinit the cripjinc- 
wliicli the hhiccdonians uled, and made a 'u cat 
ffuightcr of ttiem. And when iiacehides faw 
himlclf encompallcd uilh encmico, ami fomc 
of them hd’ore, am! fonn' heliind him, lie fell 
into delpair, ;uul trouble oi mind, a,confound¬ 
ed at the uncxi'.eded ill hieiaf ol this fege- 
However, he eented Ids difpksilure at ihele 

misfortunes unon tliele d^l'erters v\h,o lent for 

1 

him from the ki ag, as having delmkd him. 
So he had a inimi to Imilh this feg,e aficr a 
decent manner, if it were pciffible lor him fo 

II to do, and then to return Imme. 

: 6. Wnux' Jonathan umlvrtlciod thefe his 

j iiUentHins, lie lent ansballadi rs to hiipf about 
I a league o! Iriendfliip ami mutual aflu'tancc, 

I ami that they might rellore t) they had 
; taken esiplive oa both fules. So Bjcchides 
j thought this a j'retty ckcent way of retiring 
j| home, and tnadc a league of filcndihip v.iih 
!| Jonathan, rvhvn they fwarc th.at tlicv would 
: not any incire make wa;' ('uc ag.'ii.Sl . i.c.tiKi'. 

' Accordingly he icllorcd the captives, ami took 
his own men with him, and rctinned to the 
! king to Antlocli; ami ;ffter this his de; arturc 

■ he never came into Judea again, d’iien did 
Jonathan take the C'ppcn-tunity of this (juict 

■ fate of things, and went and lived in tin' city 
AHchmalh ; .nul there ggwcrmd '.he multiinde, 

i and punifficd the wicked and m.gc'dly, 'arid by 
j that mcatis juirgcd the nation of them. 

C H A P. . 
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(,HAP. V, 

Hoiv r [AV/.'/! ■// i’js Wiirivith Dc- 

metnus, granted J-swithan )>uiny yldvanla- 
gsi, and apf'-'inted Ir n te be ll'i'/j Prtijl,and 
perfuaded h'ra /v ad'il i'du, althongh Denv'- 
trius tyr^ tiar ureaer yhl^'a vitui^cs on lijc 

f d>ei' Side. (i !‘i. ’’ itw J'eaih ej 

triHi. 

I T 0\V in tl'C Ivandrcd and fix’tu'th vear 
1 \ it {I'll out, tliat Alcv.uulcr, the* ion 
c.t' Auiinriras Kpiphaiica, came isp intvi Syria, 
and toi.k I’adciiiais, the foldier'- vSithin having 
bciiMvcd it to hint; for ll icy were at emnity 
with D'.'iuctriiia, on account oi his infolenoc, 
and ditliculty of accefs; for he duit liimfelf up 
in a palace of his that had fo'ar towers, which 
he l\ad huilt himfelf, not iar fiann Antioch, and 
admitted nobody, l ie w.is withal llothful and 
negligent about the public affairs, whereby the 
hatred of his fiihicils evas the more kindled 
ag-ainil him, as we have clfewherc already re¬ 
lated. When therefore Demetrius heard that 
Alexander wms in Ptolcmais, he took his whole 
army and led if againfl him ; he alio fent am- 
hafiadors to Jonatham, about a league of mu¬ 
tual afhdancc and friendihip; for he rclolvcd 
to he hclorc-hand with /^Iix uidcr, Icfl the o- 
rlicr (Inmld treat with !;im fril, and gain afliil- 
ance fiom him : And thi-v In' did out of the 
fear h-j had, h. d Jonathan fliould remember 
how ill Deinefriiis had formerly treated him, 
and flroidJ join wnth him in his weir againfl 
him. He th.ercfore gave orders that Jonathan 
ihonld !)e allowed to raife an army, and fliould 
t armour made, and fhould receive hack thole 
lioiligcs of the Jewllli nation whom Bacchidcs 
Imd Unit up in the citadel of Jcrufalcm. When 

* AlcxTtiJer B'lh, who certainly pretcndc<l to be 

the f )n of Aiitio.Juis F.piphnne.s and was owned for fuch 
by th'j jews and Komans, .md many others, ami yet is by 
ftver.ll liiltonans deenu d to he a counterfeit, and of no 
family at ail, is, Iiowcver, by Jofejihus believed to have 
been the real fon of th.u Antiochus, and by him always 
fpoken of acrordin^dy' original con¬ 

temporary and authentic author of the firft book of Mac¬ 
cabees, -x. j. calls him by his father’s name Epiphancs, 
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j ihi.*! good fortune had befallen Jonathan, liy 

1 the conccffion of Demetriur, he cam's to Jeru- 
falcm, and read the king’s letter, in J.hc audi- 
c’^re of the people, and of thofe that - kept the 
cif.'uicl. When thcle were toad, thofe wicked 
men, and deferters, who were in -the citadel, 
were greatly afr.iid, upon the king’s penuiflion 
to fon.ithaa to raife an army, and to receive 
hack the hollages: So he delivered every one 
of them to his own parenis. And thus did 
Jonathan make his abode at Jeruialem, renew¬ 
ing the city to a better Ihite, and reforming tlic 
buildings as lie jdcafed; for lie gave orders that 
llie walls of the city fh(^iild be rebuilt with 
fquare floncs, that it might he more fecure front, 
their encmie.s. And wdicn thofe that kept the 
garrifons that were in Judea faw this, they all 
left them and lied to Antioch, excepting thole 
that were in the city Bethfura, and thole that 
were in tliecitadel of Jcrufalem ; for the greatci 
jiart of thefe was of the wicked fews and de- 
I'crtcrs, and on that account thefe did not deli¬ 
ver up their garrifons. 

2 . WiirN Alexander knew what promifes 
Demetrius had made Joiiathaii, and withal 
knew his courage,, and what great things lie 
had done when he fought the Macedonians, 
and hclidcs what hardlhips he had undergone 
by the means eif Demetrius, and of Bacchidcs, 
the general of Demetrius’s army, he told his 
friends. That, “ he could not at prefent find 
any one ellc that might afford iiim better allifl- 
ance than Jonathan, who was both courageous 
againfl his enemies, and had a particular ha¬ 
tred againil Demetrius, as having hotli fuffered 
many hard things from him, and aded many 
hard things agaiatl him : If therefore they were 
of opinion that they fhould make Itim their 

friend 

' and fay'j he was the fon of Antiochus, I fuppofe the other 
writers, who arc all much later, are not to be followed 
ag.iinh fiu h evidence, tliough perhaps I’.piphanes might 
I liavc him by .i woman of no family. 'Fhe king of Egyp. 
i alfo, riiilometor, foon gave him his daughcr in marri.ige ; 
which he -w'ould h.irdly have done, had he believed him to 
be a counterfeit, and of fo very mean a birth as the lateV 
hiftoriaiis pretend. 
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agu'u^ft Demetrius, it was re.ore for tlieir 
:i jutaueLO invite him to aiiiil them nco.v- than 
a;, cUVw'tlici^trinc. ll bcin;;t!\cu:iovo dA;.,r!'iUii~ 
vti hy him anc! his liienfs to !eiul to |>;o.'.t!'.an, 
!tc wrote to iiim this coi'iie : “ Kint,-: Ates.uuler 
to his orother jonatiian iemielli g,'reetiiie;; \Vc 
i:av'c long ago hcartl c-f thy courage, .;m! ih, v ! 
iulelity, and for that reaion have ie:'.*- tr> tire.’ ' 
tea imike witli thee a league of frieadihip and i 
mutual alhfhince. We therefore do ordain 
thee tills day the high ])ric!l of tlic Jews, ami 
that thou hee'f called my frioul. 1 have alii) 
fent thee, as prefeitts, a purple robe, and gold- 
c!i crown ; and deiire, that now th.ou art hy : 
us honoured, thou wilt iii like manner rcfpcfl 
us allo-h I 

g. When jonathau had received this letter, 1 
lie ' put on the pontiiical rohe at the time of j 
the feall of the tabernacles, foui years after the j 
death of his lircither Judas, for at that time no j 
h.igh priell had heen made. So he railed great j 
foices, and haul abtmdtmcc of armour got i’ea- 
(Iv. I'his greatly grieved Demetrius when he 
licaivl ol it, and made him blame himfelf for 
his llownefs, that he had not jircventcd Alex¬ 
ander, and got the good-w'dl of Jonathan, hut 
had given him time lo to do. However, lie ; 
aifo Ifunlelf wrote a letter to Jonathau, and to : 
the people; the contents whereof arc theie : j' 
“ King Demetrius to jonatlian, and to the na- ] 
tion of the jews, feneleth greeting: Since you j| 


niyielf ; and I do noev let >'on hee Ironi ilncg; 
tributes whith vmj have ever paid ; ;mil !i.. lilies, 

' 1 forgive }rai the tax upon lidl, and 'j the- va¬ 
lue of the crowns which you tiled to oiicr to 
' me: and inileail <d' the tiiird ]sirr (ifiiie Irults 
[(■■f the iicKl] and tin; half of tiic I'uiits of 
j (he trees, 1 rehmuiilli my part of them iiom 
I tins day : /\nd a, to tin,- jioll-moncy, wiiich 
j ouglit to be given me fir eveiv head ol’ (im 
I inhalfitanls of jiuLa, and ol’the (ince topar- 
! cliies that adjoin to Jiulea, Samaria, and Chi- 
hlec, and iVrea, that 1 reliinjnilh to yon lor 
this time, sml for all time lo come. I will 
alio, tiu'.t tin; city <d’ jernialcm be holy and 
inviolable, and free Iroin the tithe, ;ind liom 
the taxes, until its utmoll bounds: y\iid f 
lo iar recede Irom my title to the citadel, as 
to permit [onathan your high priell to poi- 
lels it, that he may place Inch a garrilon in 
it as he ai'.proves ol for titielity anti g.ootl-vviil 
to himlelf, that they may keep it for iis. I 
alio m;d':c Irce all thole |ews who h.ive heen 
made captives anti Haves in my kingdom. 1 
alio give order, th:n the bealls td’ llie jews be. 
m)t prellcd for our lervice : y\nd let their fab- 
hatlis, and all their ftllivals, and three days be- 
lore each oi them, he free from any iinpoii- 
tnm. In the lame manner 1 let liee tin jews 
that <irc inli.udtants in my kinet'om, antiouier 
that no injury he dtme them. 1 alio give leave 
to lueh oi them as .noe willing to liil ihemlelvcs 


liavc preferved your fricndfliip for us; and 
when you have been tempted by our enemies 
yon have not jtfined yourlclvms to them ; 1 hotli 
commend you for this your fidelity, and exhort 
you to continue in the lame dilpohlion; for 
Vvlfich yon IF ill he repaid, and receive rewards 
from us: for 1 will free you from the grcatcH 
part of the tributes and taxes wdiich you former¬ 
ly paid to the kings ir.y prcdccclfors, and to 

* Since Jonathan plalnlv did not pnt on the poraifical 
i'ohe« till fcvcii or eight years aftt r the death of Ids hrotlter 
hidas, or not till t'le feall oi" tabernacles in the lOoth of 
the Selcucidc, t. iMaecah. x. 2i. Petltiis’s emendation 
i'cenis-hcre to deferve conlidevation, who, inllead of afli v 
four years ftnee the ilidth of his brother Judds, would have us 
'Iv-cd, and therefore after eight years futce the death of his bro- 
ther\Jtidas. 'This would lolerabl'y well agree with the 


in my army, that they nmy do it, and thole as 
far as thirty llsouiand ; which jewilh litidiers, 
wherefoever they 'jo, fhall have ih.c lame ]iav 
that my own army hath: and fonie ol them 
1 will place in my garrifons, and foinc as 
guards about mine own body, and as oilers 
over thole that arc in my court. I give them 
leave allb to ufe the laws of their forci’athers, 

and 

date of the M.iceahet.aid with Jin'’ei)hut.''s own exact 
claotiology .it the end oi the iwenUitli hook td ilule An¬ 
tiquities, which the prekiit tCKt e.mnol he ni.ide le. do. 

Take Cirotius’s note heic: “'i'lie Jew f.iy.s he, '.wu' 
wont to nrcfi nt eroovns K. llic kings [ ol Syiia j; .if'e, isanK 
thtit gold, vvdiicli was p.'.nl inl'ead of tlioU crowt.;., ot 
which was expended in making them, v'.is railed the 
crown gold, and the ^rown tax.” On i Maccalx. x. 20 . 
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and to obferve them ; and I will, that they 
iiHvc power o\'er tlic three loparchics that 
are added to judea ; and it lhall be in the 
power of the high p: left, to take care that no one 
few lhall hace any other temple for worilii}), 
but only that at Jeriifalem. 1 bequeath alfo, 
out of my own revenues, yearly, for expcnccs 
about the fic’ iHees, one hundred and hfty thou- 
iand [drachma’] : and wliat money is to fpare, 

1 will that it lliail be your ovva. i alfo rcleafc j 
to yell thofc ten fhonland drachma* which the 
kings icccived from the temple, bccaufe they 
appertain to the priefts that miniller in that 
temple. And wholuever fltall lly to the temple 
at Jeruialcm, (a to the })lacts thereto belonging, 
or who owe the king money, or are there on 
anv Gtiier account, let them, be let free, and let 
their goods be in iafety. 1 alfo give you leave 
to repair atiu re’nnild your temple, and tliat all i 
be done at my enptnee;,. 1 alio allow you 
to build the wails of your city, and to credt 
high tower*-, and tliat tney be creeled at my 
charge. And if there be any fort Hied town 
that would be convenient for the Jewilh coun¬ 
try to have very llrong, let it be lo built at 
my cxpences.'’ 

4. Tuts was what Demetrius jrromifed,and 
granted to the Jews, by this letter. lUit king 
Alexander railed a great army of mercenary i 
foldicrs, and of tln'l'e that delcrtcd to him out 
of Syria, and made an exj)cdition againll De- 
rnetrius. And wlien it was come to a battle, 
the left wing of Demetrius put thole wdio op- 
pofed them to flight, and purfued them a great 
way, and Hew many of tiiein, and Ijioiled their 
camp; Init the right wdng, wliere Demetrius 
happened to be, was beaten ; and as h^r all the 
reft, they ran away^; But Demetrius fought 
courageoully, and Hew a great many of the 
enemy; but as he wnts in the puri'ult of the 
reft, his liorfe carried him into a deep bog, 
where it was hard to get cult, and there it hap¬ 
pened, that upon his horfe’s failing down, he 
could not cfcapc being killed ; for when his enc- 
itiies faw what had befallen hint, they return- 

Since the reft of the liiftorians now exant give this 
Demetrius 13 years, and Jofeplius only ii jears, Dean 
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ed back, and encompafled Demet ius round, 
and they all threw their darts at higi; but he 
being now' on foot, fought bravelyl; but at 
length he received fo many wounds, that he 
was not able to bear up any longer, but fell. 
And this is the end that Demetrius came to, 
when he had reigned eleven years, as wc 
have clfcw'here related. 


C H A P. III. 

Tl’e Fr'icndflnp that was hettvetn Onias and 
Ptolemy Philomel or ; and how Onias built a 
Pemple in higypt like to that at yernfalan. 

§ I. TT) H T then the fon of Oidas the high 
J]) prieft, who w'as of the fame name 
with his father, and who fled to king Ptolemy, 
who was called Philornetor^ lived now at Alc.v- 
andiia, as we have faid already. Wlicn this 
Onias faw that Judea was opprefletl by tlie 
IMaccclonians, and their kings, out of a dciirc 
to purchafe to himfelf a memorial and eternal 
fame, he rcfolved to fend to king Ptolemy and 
queen Cleopatra, to afk leave of them that he 
might build a temple in Egypt like to that at Jc - 
rufalem, and might ordain Levites and pricH; 
out of their own flock. The chief reafon wliy 
he was deflrous fo to do, .was, that he relied 
upon the prophet llaiah, who lived above Hx 
hundred years before, and foretold, that there 
certainly w'as to be a temple built to Almighty 
God in Egypt l)y a man that w'as a Jew. O- 
nias W'as elevated by this predidlion ; and wrote 
the following epiflle to Ptolemy and Cleopatra : 
“ Having done many and great things for you 
in the affairs of the war, by the afliflance of 
God, and tliat-in Celefyria in Phenicia, I came 
at length with the Jews to Lcontopolis, and to 
other places of your nation, where I found 
that the greateft part of your people had tem¬ 
ples in an improper manner, and that on this 
account tliey bare ill-wdll one againll another ; 
which happens to the Egyptians by reafon or 

- the 

Priileaux does not amifs in aferibing to him the mean 
ber 12. I 
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the multitv^e of their temples, and the differ¬ 
ence of opinions about divine worfliip. Now 
J found a, very fit place in a calfle that hath its 
name from the country Diana ; this place is 
ill]] of materials of feveral forts, and rcplenifti- 
cd v^ith facred animals ; I defirc tlicrelore that 
you v.'ill grant me leave to }uirgc tliis holy 
jilace, which belongs to no mafter, and is fal¬ 
len down, and to build there a temple to Al- 
miglity Clod, after tlie jiattcrn of that in jeru- 
lalcin, and of the fime dimenfions, that may 
be for the bcnclit of thyfelf, and thy wife, and 
children, tliat thofe Jews which dwell in ligypt 
may have a place wiiithcr they may come and 
meet togctlier in mutual harmony one with an- 
ofner, and be fublcrvient to thy advantages ; 
tor the prophet llaiah foretold, that '* there 
i’jfjnld be an altar in Egypt to the Lord God: 
And many other fuch things did he prophefy , 
relating to that place : 

2. And this was what Onlas wrote to king 
Ftolcmy. Now any one may obferve his piety, 
and that of his filler and wife Cdeopatra, by 
that cpiflle which they wrote in anfwer to it ; 
for they laid the blame and the tranlgrcffion 
of the law upon the head of Onias. And this 
was their reply : “ King Ptolemy and <]ueen 
Clleopatra to Onias fend greeting : We have 

* It feems to me, contrary' to tlie opinion of Jofeplius, 
and of the modern;;, both Jews and Chriftiaiis, that tfiis 
prophecy of If.iiah, xix. 19, tfft'. In that day the-, .pru'l iw an 
altar to the l^ord m thr imdjl of the land of Egypt, &c. directly 
{'oretohl the building of this temple of Onias in Egypi, 
mid was a fufhcieiu warrant to the Jews for building it, 
and for worfliipping the true God, the God of Ifrael, 
therein. See Authent. Ree. P. II. p. 755. That God feems 
to have foon better accepted of the facrifices and ptayets 
here offered him than of thofe at Jerufalem, fee the note 
on chap. X. § 7. And truly the marks of the Jewilh eor- 
rujition or interpolation in this text, in order to dikou- 
rage their people from approving of the worfliip of God 
here, are very llrong, and highly deferve our eonfidera- 
tion and correflion. The foregoing verfe in Ifaiah runs 
thus in our common copi<2s. In that day pall fi-ae citus in 
ihii land of Egypt fpsah the language of Canaan [the Hebrew 
language ; flrall be full of Jews, whofe facred books were 
in HebrewJ and. fiuear to the Lord of kojh. One [or tlie 
firll] be eallcd the city of defruBion, Ifa. xx. 18. A 

ffraiigc name, city of difruclion ' i.pon lo joyful an ocea- 
Jion, and a name never heard of in the land of Egypt, or 
pii vaps in any other nation. 'Fhe old reading was evident¬ 
ly tie city of the fully or HellopoUs and Oakelos in eifeCt, 
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read ihy T)Ct;thm, wherein tiiru dcfirtfl leave 
to he given thee to purge tin.! temple which is 
fallen down at Lconiopt'lis in the Nonius oi 
Heliopolis, and winch is named frofn the 
country Buhajlis ; on which .u cmin! wc can¬ 
not but wonelcr that it fhoiild he pleaitng to 
Clod to have a temple creeled in a place io un¬ 
clean, and lo full of lacred animals : Hut I'mcc 
I thou faycil that liaiah the prophet foi ctold this 
long ago, wc give thee have to do it, if it may 
be done according to your law, aiul/e' that wc 
may not apjicar to liavc at all offended God 
herein.” 

3. 80 Onias took the j)lacc, and built a 
temple and an altar to God, like indeed to that 
in Jerufalem, but Imaller and j'oorcr. 1 do 
not think it proper for me now to deferibe its 
dimenhons, or its vellels, which have been al¬ 
ready deferibed in my Ictcnth book of the wars 
of the Jews. However, Onias found other 
Jew's like to himlclf, together with jiridl.s, and 
Levites, that ihcre performctl divine iervicc. 
But we have laid enough about this temple. 

4. Now it came to pafs, that the Alexandri¬ 
an fews, and tliulc Samaritans who paid their 
worlhip to the temple that was built intlic days 
of Alexander at mount Gerizzim, did now 

make 

ami Symm.ielui'',, with tlie Ar.ibic vcrfioii, entirely confefs 
th.ir C) he the (rue reading. Tlie .Sejitn.iyint alio, ihougli 
they have fhe text dilguiled in the (.omn.on topies, and 
call it Afdel,\\\tt(ityi.Jr,fHeotftitf.\ , yetintuo or thne o- 
ther eopica, thi Ilcbicwword itfelf lor the /i/v, AiLnsin 
'Ihar,s, j', preleivcd. A.id fuK\- Oui.is iiiiill', ivith the 
king and ipieen, that liaiah’s propli.-cy contai.-Rd many 
other predictions rel.iting to this pl.ice beficics the words 
by him recited., u is highly piobablc th.it thefe were efpe- 
crally meant by him ; and that one ni.iin rc.ifon why he 
.ipplieil this pied'Ct'ion to hinifehg and to his pud'i ctine 
ol Heliopolis, which De.ni Ihideau'; vicll proves \t is in 
that part of Egypt, and why he chofe to hudd in that pre- 
lectute of Heiiopohs, though otherwife an iniprojK 1 pl.ice, 
was this, tlut the fame authoiity th.it he had fot budding 
this temple in Egypt, the very fame he ti.ui lor building 
it in his own jiretecturc of Heliopolis alfo, which he dc- 
fired to do, and which he did accordingly. Dean l’ride.iu\ 
has mucli ado to avoid feeing tliis corruption of (he He¬ 
brew ; but it being in I'uppoit ofhi;rowMi opinion .il.out this 
temple, be durll not fee it ; and indeed he leafons here in 
the moll W'cak and moll injudicious ni.uuKr polIiLle. See. 
him at the year 
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.1 I' J'i.or. '.ims' anotlicr, and dlf- 

puu-d 'iuHir rh.lr ’aipl... bclbtv Ptolemy liim- 
"i'-'d ; o'vvs tliat, according to tac 

l:o' M ti' was to be bud', at 

jeru: . ; a:'.u '''<c L'umarh.nis iaviiiy, tli.i! u 

w:o t j.a ['-u:'; .'O (’c/b"'lm. Tiiey del'bcv! 

r'hcrefo'-e tb.'’ kiiy!, to lit vaitli hl:i iViends, ;;ikl 
hear tbe dJ; lies about tbefe }n,Utcis, ami p'J.iitli 
th .'b: v.dth death who were babied. Now Hab- 
heus aiii! Thcodofuis managed tl>.c argument 
bd' the Sariiaritaus, and Audronieas, the fon 
cf b.lelld.mills, kir tl'.c people of Icrufalcm ; 
and tlicy took an oath by God and th.e king, 
to make their dcmonllrations accoidiiig to tlie 
j.av%w .and they dciired of Ptoleinv, thatwhom- 
loevcr be ihoidd lind lb,at tranlgreilcd wliat they 
hailfwornto, lie would put him to death. Ac- 
cordinglg tlie king took feveral of liis friends 
into tlie coaneil, and lat down, in order to 
Jicar what tlie ple.vclens laid. Now the |ews 
tliat were at Alexandria were in tyeat eoncern 
for thole men, Mhofc lot it was to contend fur 
the temple at jj’alalem ; for they took it very 
ill that any flioukl take away the reputation of 
that temple, whicli was fo ancient, and fo ce¬ 
lebrated all over tlie habitable earth. Now 
xviicn S.iblicus and Thcodolnrs had gix'en leave 
to Androificus to Ipc.ik firll, lie began to de- 
monkrate out of the law, and out of the liie- 
rcjliou". of t1ie high paaidls, how they every one 
in iuerellion from his latlicr liad received (liat 
dignis,', and rtiled over the temple ; .and box; 
all the kings o'f Alia, liad honoured that temple 
avith their donations, and with the moll fplen- 
dli! eif's (.Icdicated thereto; But as ibr that at 
Gcrii-.siin, he made no account of it, nor rc- 

* A V'. vv unriii {'itjvatitmii diis ' wliilv t !il'J t \x-jlli liif- 
putiuU, ki'.owin >, I'l.a tic court not pvopcrlv jirovc out of 
the l’i,a'a;it''uch, tiol r/'r phuv ni’Inch the Lm! iJu n- GoJ Jh-.uld 
I’Hif,' t'> p!,ui' h'.t u,:iiu‘ there, fo often referred to in tlie 
boot of jletiteroiiomv, w.is Jcrufjlein any more than (.Je- 
riy/ini, t’l.a heim; not (ietennine<l till llie days ot Daeid, 
/iniitj. i5. Vt!. fliip. \iii. k' 4- proves only, wha‘t the 8a- 
rnaii' < enl mn deny, tliat t!io temple at Jcruf.iicrn w.is 
niiKomir'. .eu ient, .ipd mm.Ii more eel. hr.ited and )io 
nonreu t'l.ia tli.it at fteti/.dm, which was notliiiijr to tlie 
preleir purpoie. 'the w tiole cvuicncc, hy t'le vi ry o.itlas 
of t)oi;i pnriia, heing, uo foe, obliged to be confined to 
the livofMo.et, or to the Pcntateucit alone. However, 
wo.fitly polity ,ind iiilereti, and the multitude picvailing, 
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garded it as if it had ne\tr h.ui a l?;ing. By 
this fpeeeli, and oilier ar;,uiU' 'nls, A.idronicu.s 
perf ladcd t'ne king to '' (kserminc, ,'that the 
tiMUjilc at jeiufalcn w:;s hidlt acconllng to the 
J uivs of iVloies, and to put Sahbeus ainl T'hc- 
ot'u.lius to death. And tliefe were llic eients 
*h,ir belel the ]cws .g Alexandria in the day- 
of Ptolemv Phiiome'ior. 

j 

C H A P. l\k 

ILreV Alcxdndcr ht/tioiircd yo?ial/K:!i al't,r ox 
cxiraord'niorv Illonurr ; anti bo-zv , 

the Stitt of I}ctiietrlii.(^ twcrci’inc yiii ao//j'{ r, 
and made a League oj Frietid/hip zedh 'Jet,- 
athait. 

§ l.y'XEMKTRllTS being thus hain in b u- 
tie, ar. xvc have above related, Alex¬ 
ander look tlie kingdom ctf Syria ; and wrote 
to Ptolemy PJdlometor, and deiircd his daugh¬ 
ter in marriage ; and faitl, it wa.i hut juil that 
he fliould be joined in alllnity to one that bad 
now received the [irincipallty of his forcfatlicrs, 
and had been piatmoled to it by God’s jirovi- 
dcnce, and had conquered Demetrius, and th.u. 
was on other accounts not unworthy of bein;\ 
related to him. Ptolemy received this j'.rop.G- 
lal of marriagve gladly ; and wrote 1dm an an- 
iwer, fduting; him on account of Ids having; 
reccivcil tlie principality of Ids foia j’allicrs ; 
and promihng him, that he Muadd give 1dm 
his d.iughicr in marriage ; and .alfured 1dm, 
that he \va i coining to meet him at Plolemais, 
and dcfired that he would there meet him ; for 

that 

the cr.urt p.ive fi.-I'leiKc. ;'S ufiuil, on tlie l!roii;;er fide, 
ami jx'or S.d.-.heii;; .md Tiicodofius, the S.un.irh.m^ dif- 
put.mts, were mi.rtvtcd ; niit! tiiis, fo f.ir as ;'|ipe,ir'i, with¬ 
out any diredt hearing at all, which is like the ufual prac¬ 
tice of filch ]ioliciea] courts .ihout matters of rtligion. Our 
copies lay, th.it the body of the Jewswk'rein a great eon- 
eerii abte.it thofe moi, in tlie plural, wlio were to difpuie 
for their temple at Jerufalein ; whereas it feemr. here they 
laid hut (iHc difputant, Atidroaieus hy name: Perhaps 
mote were prep.iied to fpeak on the Jew.s fide; hut tlie 
fill} having aiifwcred to his n.irne, and etv/cotA tin S.i- 
niaritaiis, there w'as no nceclhty for any other dele ,dc.r, 
of the Jerufalem temple. 
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rhat he w|u!d accompany her from Egypt fo 
far, and 'vrould there marry his child to him. 
When Ptmemy had written thus, he came fud- 
denly to rtolenaals, and brouglit his daughter 
Cleopatra along with him : and an he found 
AIcn: “ndcr there before him, as he dehred him 
to come, he gave him his child in marriage, 
and for her portion gave her as much filver 
and gold as became fuch a king to give. 

2 . When the wedding was over, Alexander 
'^^rotc to Jonathan the high prieft, and defircd 
Ijim to come to Ptolemais. So when he came 
to thefe kings, and had made them magnificent 
prefents, he was honoured by them both. A- 
Icxandcr compelled him alfo to put off his own 
garments, and to take a purple garment, and 
made him fit with him in his throne ; and eom- 
manded his captains that they flaould go with 
him into the middle of the city, and proclaim, 
that it was not permitted to any one to fjicak 
againft him, or to give him any difturbancc. 
And when the captains had thus done, thofe 
that were prejiarcd to accufc Jonathan, and 
who bore him ill-will, when they faw the ho¬ 
nour that was done him by proclamation, and 
that by the king’s order, ran away, and were 
afraid left fome mifehief fhould hefal them. 
Nay, king Alexander was fo very kind to Jona¬ 
than, that he fet him down as the principal of 
his friends. 

But then, upon the hundred and fixty- 
fiftli year, Demetrius, the fon of Demetrius, 
came from Crete with a great number of mer¬ 
cenary foldiers, which Lafthenes the Cretian 
brought him, and failed to Cilicia. This thing 
call Alexander into great concern and diforder 
when he heard it ; fo he made hafte immedi¬ 
ately out of Phenicia, and came to Antioch, 
that he might put matters in a fafe pofture 
there, before Demetrius fliould come. He al¬ 
fo left * Apollonius Daus governor of Celefyria, 
who coming to Jamnia with a great army, fent 
to Jonathan the high prieft, and told him, That 

*■ Of the feverat Apollonii about thefe ages, fee Dean 
Pridcaux at the year 148. This Apollonius D.nis was, 
‘'V his account, the fon of that Apollonius wli* had been 
inadl.goveruor of Celefyria and Phenicia by Scleacus Phi- 
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“ it was not right that he alone fliould live at 
rcll, and with authority, and not be ruSje€t to 
the king : tliat this thing had made him a re¬ 
proach among all men, thtt he had not yet 
made him fubjeft to the king. Di not thou 
therefore deceive thyfelf, ani fu fiiil' among 
the mountains, and pretend to have fo'ives with 
I thee ; biit if thou haft any dependence on thy 
ftrength, come down into the plain, and let 
our armies be compared togetiicr, and the event 
of the battle will demontlrate wliich of us is 
the moft courageous. However, take notice, 

' that the moft valiant men of every city arc in 
j my army, and that thefe are the very men 
I who have always beaten thy progenitors ; but 
let us have the battle in iijch a place of iho 
country where we may light witli weapons, 
and not with ftoncs, and where llierc may lie 
no place whither thofe>tIiat a-'e beaten may 

4. With this Jonatlian war. irritated; and 
chufmg himfelf out ten thoufarul of hi.-; foldiers, 
he went out of Jerufalem in hafte, with his 
brother Simon, and came to b jipa, and pitch¬ 
ed his camp on the outliJe of the city, iiccaufe 
the people of Joppa had Ihut their gates againil 
him; for they had a garrifou in the city put 
j there by Apollonius : Init when Jonatliau was 
preparing to hcficge them, they were afraid lie 
^ would take them by force, and fo they o]>en- 
ed the gates to liirn. But Apollonius, when 
he heard tliat Joppa was taken by jonadian, 
took three thoufaud horfemcn, and eight thou- 
land footmen, and came to Aftnlod, and rcinov- 
ingthence,he made his journey fdently and ilow* 
ly, and going up to Joppa, he made as if he was 
retiring from the place, and fo drew Jonathan 
into the plain, as valuing himfelf highly upon 
his horfemen, and having his ho{>es of vidory 
I principally In them. However, Jonathan fal- 
licd out, and purfued Apollonius to Alhdod ; 
but as foon as Apollonius perceived that his 

enemy 

lopator, and was himfelf ,i conlident of lus fon Dcniein- 
us the father, ami rcltorcu to his father’s government by 
him, but afterwards revolted from him to Alexander, hut 
not to Demetrius the fon, as he fuppol'es. 
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fiicmy was in the plain, he came back and 
gave iiini battle ; But Apollonius had laid a 
rhoui’iud hoi-remcn iii ambuih in a valley, that 
they n’.ight be lean by their enemies as behind 
rhem ; which when {onathau perceived., he 
was under no confternation ; but ordering his 
army to hand in a fquare battle-array, he gave 
them a charge to fall on the enemy on both 
iidc'S, and fer them to face thofe that attacked 
them both before atu! behind : And while the 
figlil killed till the evening, he gave part of 
his forces to his brotlier Simon, and ordered 
him to attack the enemies ; hut i'or himfelf, 
he charged thofe that were with him to cover 
thcmfclvcs with their armour, and receive the, 
darts of tlic horfcmcn, wiio did as they were 
commanded ; fo that the enemies horfemeu, 
while they threw their darts till they had no 
more left, did them no harm ; for tlm daits 
that were thrown did not enter into their bo¬ 
dies, being tiirown upon the fhicids tliat were 
united and coi.|oincd together, the clofencfs of 
whicli calily overcame tlie force of the darts, 
and they hew about without any effcdl. But 
when the enemy grew remifs in throwing their 
darts from morning till late at night, Sinaoii 
perceived tljcir wearinefs, and fell upma the 
body of men bcfoi'e liim ; rmd bcc.mle Iiis 
foldier.s (hewed great alacrity, he put the ene¬ 
my to fliglit ; And wlien the liorlcmcn law 
that the (ootmcii ran away, neither did tliey 
hay tliemfelves ; but they i)eing very weary, 
by the duration of the fight till tlie evening, 
and their In.pc from the footmen being quite 
,t;onc, they hal'ely ran away, and in great eon- 
fulion abb, till they were feparated one from 
another, and fcattcred over all the ])lain. Up¬ 
on which fonathan purfued tlicm as far as 
Afhdod, and llcw a great many of llicm j and 
compelled the reft, in dcfpair (4 efcaping, to fly 
to the temple of Dagon, whicli was at Adidod ; 
But Jonathan took the city on the firll onfet, 
and burnt it, and the villages about it j nor did 
he abllain from the temple of Dagon itfcif, 
but burnt it aifo, and dcllrcq cd thole that had 

* T)r Ili’ilfon Ivrc, tli.it tlif Phcnici.ins and 

RoaiJi'.i* uh'd to iCvvani lucii .is laid dtl-rveil ivedl of 


fled to it. Now the entire miilti ude of the 
enemies that fell in the battle, and were con- 
himed in the temple, were eight\houfand. 
V'/hen Jonathan therefore had overcome fo great 
an army, lie removed from A(lidod,'and came 
to Afltelon : And when he had pitched hij. 
camp w'ithout the city, the people of Aflcelon 
came out and met him, bringing him hofpita- 
hie prefents, and honouring him ; fo he accept 
ed of their kind Intentions, and returned tlience 
to Jerufalcrn with a great deal of prey, whieu 
he brought thence when he conquered liis enc 
mics : But when Alexander heard, that Apo! 
lonius, the general of his army, was heaten. 
he pretended to be glad of it, hccaufc he had 
fouglit w'ith Jonathan, his friend and ally, 
againft his diircclions. Accordingly he font tf) 
Jonathan, and gave teftimony to his woith ; 
and gave him honorary rewards, as a ' golden 
button, which it is the cuftom to give the king’s 
kinfmen ; and allowed him Ekrou, and its lo- 
parchy, for his owm P.neritance. 

5. About this time it was, that king Ptole¬ 
my, wlio was called r//i/o/iietor, led an army, 
part by the fea, and part by laud ; and came to 
Syria, to the afliftance of Alexander, who was 
hi.s fon-in-law; And accordinglv all the cities 
received him wnllingly, as Alexander had com¬ 
manded them to do, and conduiled him as far 
a.s Alhdod ; where they ail made loud com¬ 
plaints about the temple of Dagon, which wa.s 
burnt, and aceufed Jonathan of having laid it 
wafte, and deftroyed the country adjoining witli 
fire, and flain a great number of them. I’tolc- 
my lieard thcle accufations, hut fald nothing. 
Jonathan alfo went to meet Ptolemy as far as 
Joppa, and obtained from him hofpitabie pre- 
lents, and thole glorious in their kind.s, wdtli 
all the marks of honour. And when he luiil 
condufted him as far as the river called Elct:- 
tberus, he returned again to Jerufabm. 

6 . Bu T as Ptolemy was at Ptolcmai.s, lie was 
very near to a moll; unexpeded. deftruclion ; 
for a treacherous dcfign was laid for his life by 

Alex- 

them, by prefenting to them a gtUeu button. Sec 
§ 4 - 
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Alexander} by the means of Ammonius, who 
was his fryjnd : And as the treachery was very 
plain, Rolcmy wrote to Alexander, and requi¬ 
red of lufii that he Ihould bring Aintnoiiius to 
condign ^ puniOiment, informing him w'hat 
Inares bad been laid lor him by Ammonius, 
and defiring that he might be accordingly 
punifhed for h. But when Alexander did not 
•comply wnth his demands, he perceived that it 
was he himfelf who laid the deiign, and was 
"^ery angry at him. Alexander had alfo for¬ 
merly been in very ill terms v/itli the j)eopIe of 
Antioch, for they had fullered very much by 
ids means; yet did Ammonias at length under- 
LU) the punilhment his infolcnt crimes had de¬ 
ferred; for he was killed in an opprobrious 
manner, like a woman, while he endeavoured 
to conceal himiclf in a feminine habit, as wc 
h.'.ve ellewhcrc related. 

7. IIfrlui'ON Ptolemy blamed himfelf for 
having given his daughter in marriage to A- 
levandcr, and lor the league b.c had made with 
him to affill him againll Demetrius ; fo he dif- 
iolved his relation to him, and took his daugh¬ 
ter away from him, and immediately lent to 
Demetrius, and offered to make a league of 
mutual alFillaucc and friendlhip with him, and 
agreed with him to give liiin his daugh.tcr in 
marriage, and to reftore him to the principality 
of his fathers. Demetrius rvas well })leared 
with this amballagc, and accepted ol liis al- 
fiftance, and of the marriage of his daughter. 
But Ptolemy had Hill one more liard talk to 
do, and that was, to perfuade the people of 
Antioch to receive Demetrius, becaufe they 
were greatly difpleafed at him, on account of 
the injuries his father Demetrius had done 
them : Yet did he bring this about ; for as the 
people of Antioch haled Alexander on Ammo- 
nius’s account, as we have Ihcwn already, 
llicy vvere eafily prevailed with to call him out 
of Auliocb ; who, thus expelled out of Antioch, 
came into Cilicia. Ptolemy came then to An¬ 
tioch, and was nuadc king by its inhabitants, 
an*^ by the army ; fo that he was forced to put 
on tw'O diadems, the one of Afia, the other of 
' C'^'-vpt: but being naturally a good and a light- 

t/ 


enus man, and not defiroils ei' wb.it beumged 
to others, and beiicles thele difpofi'itins, bi'iig 
alio a wile man in realoif”!''- about fuluritie , 
he determined to avoid the cp •; if tlie Re¬ 
mans: lb he called l!)e ]veoj''e of/oificich togt- 
tn an allcmbly, a: d j'eiliuid^d tlicm t-j receive 
Demetrius; and eilurcd them, 'i'hat he would 
not be mindlui oi wliat tl'.ev did to Ifn-. father 
in cafe be fbould be nenv oblie/ed by tliem ; and 
he undertook, liial be would biinfelf bca goou 
monitor and govej'uur to him ; am! j'rondf'd, 
that he would not permit Ifim 10 .lUcmpt an.* 
bad adions; but that for his own paig lie w\p 
contented wkli the kingdom of Pgvpt.” B'- 
wdiich diliouife he pcifuaded the pcojdc (>!' 
Antioch to receive Demetriiis. 

8 . But now' Alexander made liailc with a. 
numerous and great army, am! came out of 
Cilicia into Syria, and burnt tiic country be¬ 
longing tf> Antioch, and pillaged it ; wdicrc- 
upon Ptolcrnv', and Ids fon-imlaw' Demetrius, 
brought tlulr ,umy againll him (for lie had al¬ 
ready given him his daughter in marriage) and 
beat Alexaiidcr., and rmt him to llight ; and 
accordingly lie tied into Arabia. Nenv it hap¬ 
pened, in the time of battle, that Ptfilcmy’s 
horfe, upon Inaring the noife of an elephant, 
call him off his back, and threw' him on tlie 
ground ; upmn the fight of whi.h accident his 
enen'iivS fell upon him, ami gave him manv 
wu'unds upon bis bead, and brought him into 
danger (ff deal!: ; fcir wlicn hi.i guards caught 
him up, be was io very ill, that for foi;r da)'s 
time he w. s not not able citlui to undcrfbind 
or to fpeak. Utm'cvcr, /abdiel.^ a prince a- 
mong the An.bians, cut off Alexander’s head, 
and lent it to Ptolemy ; wiio, recovering of his 
wounds, and returning to his undcrllamling on 
the fifth day, heard at once a nrofl agiecabde 
hearing, ami law a moll agi ecable light, which 
were, the death aim! the head cd' AiexaiuUr; 
yet a little after this his joy ior the demh of 
Alexander, w'kh which lie was fo ercailv fatis- 
lied, he alfo deparlid this life. Now Alex¬ 
ander, who wxis called Bairs, reiggud over 
Afia five years ; as we have tbh -..lune leL.ted.. 

p. P.u e. 
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o. But -^vhcn Deinctriu-., who was ftyled 
Isluafor, had taken the kingdom, he was To 
wicked as to treat Ptolemy’s Ibldiers very hard¬ 
ly, neither remembering the league of mutual 
.dfillance that was between them, nor that he 
was his fon-in-lavv and kinfman, by Cleopatra’s 
marriage,to him ; I'o the loldiers fled from his 
wicked treatment to Alexandria, hut Demetri¬ 
us kept his elephants. But Jonathan the high 
prieft levied an army our of all Judea, and 
attacked the citadel at Jcrufalem, and hcficged 
it ; it was held by a garrifon of Macedonians, 
and by fomc of thofe wicked men who had 
deferted the cufloms of their forefathers. Thefe 
men at lirfl defpifed the attempts of Jonathan 
for taking the place, as depeudingon itsflrength ; 
but fomc of thofe wicked men wmnt out by 
night, and came to Demetrius, and informed 
him, that the citadel was bcfiegcd; wlio was 
irritated wdth what he luaird, and took liis 
army, and came from Antioch againft Jona¬ 
than. And when he was at Antioch, he wrote 
to him, and commanded him to come to him 
quickly to Ptolemiiis: Upon w^hich Jonathan 
did not intermit the fiegc of the citadel, but 
took with him the ciders of the people, and the 
priefts, and carried with him gold, and filvcr, 
and garments, and a great number of prefents 
of friendfliip, and came to Demetrius, and pre- 
iented him with them, and thereby pacified the 
king’s anger. So he was honoured by him, and 
received from him tlic confirmation of his high 
priclllrood, as he had polfefi’ed it by the grants 
of the kings his predeceflbrs. And when the 
Jew'iBi deferters accui'ed lilm, Demetrius was fo 
far from giving credit to them, that when he 
petitioned him that he would demand no more 
than three hundred talents for the tiihute of all 
Judea, and the three toparchies of Samaria, 
and Perea, and Galilee, he complied wdth the 
propofal, and gave him a letter confirming all 
thofe grants ; whofe contents were as follows : 
“ King Demetrius to Jonathan his brother, and 
to the nation of the Jews, feudeth greeting: 
“ Wc have font you a copy of that epifllc which 

'rhis name Dem^tnus Ni<:atai\ or I'icmrUius the Co»~ 
gt.'ar,r, is fo written on liis (. nns flill extant, as Huclfon 
ami Spanheim inform us > the latter of whom gives us 


we have written to Laflhenes C:y kinfman, 
that you may know its contents, ^ing Deme- 
metrius to Lafthenes our father fenopth greet¬ 
ing ; I have determined to return thanks, and 
to ihew favour to the nation of the Jews, which 
hath obferved the rules of juflice in ou? con¬ 
cerns. Accordingly I remit to them the three 
prefedures, Apherima, and Lydda, and Ra- 
matha, which have been added to Judea out of 
Samaria, with their appurtenances: As alfo 
what the kings my predccelfors received from 
thofe that offered facriliccs in [crufalcm ; and 
what are due from the fruits of the earth, and 
of the trees, and what elfe belongs to us ; with 
the fdU-pits, and (lie crowns that ufed to be 
prelentcd to us : Nor fliall they be compelled 
to pay any of thefe taxes from this time to all 
futurity. Take care, therefore, that a copy of 
this epiRIe be taken, and given to Jonathan, 
and be fet up in an eminent place of their holy 
temple.” And thefe were the contents of this 
writing. And now^ when Demetrius faw that 
there was peace every where, and that there 
w'as no danger, nor fear of war, he difljandcd 
the greatcfl part of his army, and diminilhed 
their pay, and even retained in pay no others 
than fuch foreigners as came up wdth him from 
Crete, and from the other iflands. Howe^, 
this procured him ill-will and hatred from the 
foldicrs ; on whom he beftowed nothing from 
this time, while the kings before him ufed to 
pay them in time of peace, as they did before, 
that they might have their good-will, and that 
they might be very ready to undergo the diffi¬ 
culties of war, if any occalion fhould require if, 

C H A P. V. 

How Trypho, after he had beaten Demetrius^ 
delivered the Kingdom to Antiochus^ the Son 
ef Alexattder^ and gained Jonathan for his 
AJffant: And concerning the Ahlions and 
Ambajftes of Jonathan. 

§ I. 'I^TOW there was a certain commander 
of Alexander’s forces, an Apane- 

rpian 

here the entire infeription, King Demetrius the God, JPhitti~ 
dclphus Nicalor-. 
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mian by blHli, whofe name was D 'wdutus, and 
was alfo (^?illed “Trypho^ took notice of the ill- 
will the li)ldicrs bare to Demetrius, and went 
:o Malclji'is the Arabian, who brought up An- 
tiochusj^thc foil of Alexander, and told him 
what ill-will the armies bare Demetrius, and 
jicrfuaded him,to give him Antiochus, bccaul'e 
he would make him king, and recover to him 
the kingdom of his father. Malchus at the hr!l 
ii^ppofed him in this attempt, bccaufe he could 
not believe liim; but when Trypho lay hard 
at him for a long time, he over-perfuaded him 
to comply with Trypho’s intentions and intrea- 
tics. And this was the Hate Trypho was 
now in. 

2 . But Jonathan tlic high prieil, being dc- 
firous to iret clear of tliole that were in the ci- 

O 

tadel of lerulalem, and of the Jewilh deferters, 
and wicked men, as well as ol tliole in all the 
gaiTifons in the country, fent prefents and ani- 
haifadors to Demetrius, and intreated him to 
take awniy his foldicrs out of the llrong holds 
of judea. Demetrius made anfwcr. That after 
the war, which he was now deeply engaged in, 
was over, he would not only grant him that, 
but greater thintrs than that alfo; and he de- 
fired he would fend him fome afhftancc; and 
informed him that his army had deferted him. 
So Jonathan chofc out three thouliind of his 
foldiers, and fent them to Demetrius. 

3. Now the people of Antioch hated Deme¬ 
trius, both on account of wdiat mifehief he had 
himfelf done th.em, and lieeaufe they wa re his 
- uemies alfo on rxcount of his father Demetriu'', 
who had greatly ahufed them ; lo they watch- 
c:d fome opportunity, avhlch they might lay 
;• )ld on, to fall upon liim. And wdien tlu'y 
’.verc informed of the afliftance that was com- 
ii'.g to Demetrius from Jonathan, and confidcr- 
cd at the fame time that he would raife a nu¬ 
merous aimy, unleis they prevented him, and 
t'elzed upon him, they took their weapons -im- 
mcdiatelv, and cncompaired his palace in the 
way of a liege, and feizing upon all the ways 
of glutting out, they fought to fubdue their king, 
knd when he faw that the people of Antioch 

w era become his bitter enemies, and that they 
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were thus in arms, h^ t-vsk ihc mercenary fol- 
dieio which he had with him, and thole jews 
who were lent hy |onat))an, end alfuilted the 
Antiocdiians ; hut he was ovv"'powcied hy 
them, for they were many ten thord'ands, and 
was beaten. But when the [ews law tiuit the 
Antioclrians were luperior, lliey went np to 
the top of the palace, ;md Ihot at them from 
thence ; and hecauic they were fo remote iVoiu 
them hy their height, tha.t they Inll'.rcd no¬ 
thing on their (ide, hut did giaat execution on 
the others, as lighting Irom hieh an elevation, 
they drove them out of the adjoining lu)ule.s, 
and immediately let them on lire ; whereiip ai 
the flame Iprcad itlell over tlie whole cit}', and 
Inirnt it all down, d'his happened hy real >u 
r,i the cloicnels of the hmiies, and hecauic they 
were generally built of woot! , So the Autio- 
chiaiis, whcntlaey were not able to help them- 
lelves, nor to lloji the lire, were put tci llight. 
And as the Jews leaped from tlie top of one 
honle to tlie toji of anollier, and puiined iheur 
after that manner, it thence ha[)pencd that the 
purfuit was fo very luri)! ilmg. Ihit when the 
king faw that the Antiuehians were vci y imly 
in laving their children, and tiieir wives, and 
lo did not ligl'.t any longer, he lei! upon liicu: 
in the narrcAv paiiagcs, and iiaudit theiii, and 
liew a great many of ihcni, til! at kdf tlu-y 
wxre forced to throw ilowr, tl'cir an ms,, and to 
deliver ihcmiel'.es up lo Dene.'nin- So he 
forgave them tins tlieir inloleni i'>dMvioin', ami 
put an end to the fedition ; a'ul when he h;A 
given rcwauls icr the jews out of lim rich ipni!.; 
he had gotten, and returned them lliank;, as 
the eaufe of his victory, he lent them away to 
jcrnfalem to Jonathan, with an ample felliino.- 
ny of the alliltance they had airorded liim. 
Yel did he prove an ill man to Jonathan alirr- 
ward, and broke the ]iromifes he had made ; 
and he threatened that he would make war upon 
hina, unlefs he would pay ail that trihuc wdiieh 
the Jewifli nation owed to the lirft kings lot' 
Syria]. Atul this he liad done, ir'IVyjdu) had 
not hindered him, and diverted his prejiara- 
lions againlt Jonathan, 'n a concern f o: his own 

5 
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Ijfefervation : for }k' how returned out of Arabia 
into Syria with ibe cliild Antioclius, for he was 
yet In ape but a youth, and put tlic diadem on 
his head; Ando as tlic wltolc Icuces that had 
left Iteinetrius, btcaule lluy had no pay, came 
io his aliillain e, he inadcvrar upon Demetrius, 
and joiuiup ball’c 'Vith him, CA crcamc him in 
the hpht, and tooic iVom him both his ele¬ 
phants and the city Anliocli. 

4. IdiiMI i'Kii;;, upon this de feat retired in¬ 
to Cailda ; hut the elidd Aiuiochus lent amhal- 
iadors, and an epidle t('» |onat])an, and made 
him his friend and c'^nfederate, and coiifirrned 
to liim the high priellliood, arid yielded up to 
him the four preleAures v/hich had been add¬ 
ed to Judea, hduicfieei, lie lent him vclfels, 
and cups of gold, and ;i juirple garment, and 
gave liim leave to ule them. Me a’do prefent- 
cd iilm witli a golden button, and flylcd him 
one. ol his principal friends ; and appointed his 
Irrother .Siiiion to he the general over the forces, 
from the ladder of f 'yre unto Egypt. So |ona- 
than wais lo ])lealed with tltele grants made him 
by Autlocliu.s, that lie lent ainhaiFadors to him, 
and to TrypKo, and jircfeifetl himfelf to he 
their friend anti toullderate, and laid he would 
p)in With him in a war againli Dcuie'irius, in¬ 
forming i:.im that he hat! made no })roj)er re¬ 
turns for the hiudnedes he had done him ; lor 
that when he had received many marks cfkind- 
nclsfrom him, whcis };e Hood iii great need of I 
tl'.ein, he, for inch good turns, liad I'ecjuited 
him uilh f.tillier injuric:'. 

5. So yXutiodius guive ]onathan leave to 
raile himleli a numerous army out of Syria and 
Ehenieia, and to make w^r againll Demetrius’s 
generals ; whereuf)on he went in huHc to the 
fevcral cities, A'diieh received him Iplcndidly in¬ 
deed, hut }Mit no forces into his hands. And 
when he was t ome from thence to Afkclon, 
the Inhabitants of Alkclon came and brought 
him prelcnts, and met him in a i'picndid man¬ 
ner. He exhorted them, and every one of the 
cities of Cekfvria, to forfake Demetrius, and 
to join with Ant-iochns ; and isi rdfilling liim., 
to endeavour to punlfn Dcmctiius lor what of¬ 
fences he had been guilty (f agair.fl tlicinfclvcs j 
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and told them, there were many ycafons for 
that their procedure, if they had a mind fo to 
do. And when he had perfuaded thofe cities 
to promife their aflllfance to Antiochus, he 
came to Gaza, in order to induce them alfo to 
to be friends to Antiochus : but he found the 
inhabitants of Gaza much more alienated from 
him than he expeded ; for they had fhut their 
gates againfb him, and although they had de- 
fired Demetrius, they had not rcfolved to joii 
tlicmlclves to Antiochus. This provoked Jon¬ 
athan to beliege them, and to harafs their 
country ; for as he fet a part of his army 
round about Gaza itfclf, fo w’ith the roll he 
over-ran their land, and fpollcd it, and hur.ut 
wliat was in it. When the inhabitants ol Ga/a 
faw ihemfelves in this Hate of affliflion, and 
that no aflillancc came to them from Deme¬ 
trius, that what dillrelfed them was at hand, 
but what Ihouid profit them was Hill at a dil- 
tance, and it tvas uncertain whether it would 
come at all or not, they thought it would be 
prudent condud to leave ofi'any longer con¬ 
tinuance with him, and 10 cultivate fricndfhip 
with (he other : fo they font to Jonathan, and 
profefi'cd they wmuld he his friends, and afford 
fiim afiiflance ; for fuch is the temper I'f men, 
that before they have had the trial of great af- 
flidions, they do not i.ndcrftand what is foi 
their advantage, hut when they find tlicni- 
felvcs under luch afliidions, they then change: 
their minds, and wdiat it had been better for 
them to have done before they had been at all 
damaged they dnife to do, but not till after 
they have fiiffcrcd fuch damages. However, 
he made a league of friendflrip with tlicm, and 
took from them hoftages for their performance 
of it, and lent thefe hoflagcs tojcrufalcm, while 
he went himfelf over all the country as far as 
Damafeus. 

6 . But %vhcn lie heard that the generals of 
Demetrius’s forces were come to the city Cadefli 
with a numerous army (the place lies bctw'ccn 
the land of ihe Tyrians and Galilee) for they 
fuppofed they fltould hereby draw him out or 
Syria in order to preferve Galilee, and that 1;. 

■1 \ 
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would not overlook the Galileans, who were 
Ids own jijjfeople, wlicn war was made Tipon 
Ihein, he,went to meet them, having left Si¬ 
mon in Jndea, who raifed as great an army as 
he was ^^blc out of the country, and then fat 
down before Bethfura, and belicged it, that be¬ 
ing tlic Arongeft place in all Judea; and a gar- 
lifon of Demetrius kept it, as we have already 
related. But as Simon was railing banks, and 
lyinging his engines of war againA Bethfura, 
and was very earneA about the licge oi it, the 
aurifon was afraid leA tltc place fliould be 
taken of Simon by force, and they put to the 
[word ; fo they lent to Simon, and deiired the 
ilcurily of his oatli, (hat they Aiould come to 
IK) harm Iroin him, and that they would leave 
the jilaee, and go away to Demetrius. Ac¬ 
cordingly he gave them his oath, and cjcd-lcd 
lliem out ctf the citv, and he put therein a gar- 
.'ifon ot his own. 

7. Bu 1' Jonathan removed out of Galilee, 
and from the waters which are called Ccniiijar^ 
i'or there he was before encamped, and came 
into llic plain that is called without know¬ 

ing that the enemy \vas there. When there¬ 
fore Demetrius’s men knew a day hcforc-haud 
that Jonathan was coming againA them, they 
laid an amhuAi in the mountain, who were to 
aAault him on the ludden, while they them- 
fclvcs met him with an army in llie plain : 
Which army wdien Jonathan faw ready to en¬ 
gage him, he alio got ready his owm loldiers 
for the battle as well as he was able; but thole 
that were laid in ambufli by Demetrius’s gene¬ 
rals being hehiud them, the Jews were afraid 
left they Aiould he caught in the midlt between 
two bodies, and jicrilh; lo they ran away in 
haAe, and indeed all the red left Jonathan ; 
but a few there were, in number about Afty, 
who Aaid’wdth him, and with them Mattathi- 
as, thefon of Abfilom, and Judas, the fou oi 
Ghapfeus, who were commanders of tlic-wliole 
army, 'rhefe marched boldly, and like men 
clefperate, againA the enemy; and lo ptiAiod 
them* that [)y their courage tlicy daunted lliem, 
-’.'d with tb-cir weapons in their hands tlicy put 
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them to Aiglit. And when tliofe foldicrs of" 
Jonathan, that had retired, faw the enemy giv¬ 
ing way, they got together afttr their Aight, 
and purfued them ivitli great violence ; anti 
tins did they as far as Cadelh, where the camp 
of tlic enemy lay. 

8. ]oNATiK\N liavlng thus gotten a glori¬ 
ous vldlovy, and Aaln two thoulaud of the ene¬ 
my, returned lo |ernlalern. 80 when lie faw 
tliut all his aAairs jiroipcred, aeeorcllng to his 
mind, by the ])rnvidenee ol (iod, he lent am- 
baA’adorS to the Romans, being dclirous of re¬ 
newing that fneiulAiip wliieh their nation had 
with them Ibrmcrly, He enjoined the lame 
ambaA'adors, that, as they came hack, they 
Aiould go lo the Sjiartaus, and ]uit them in 
mind of their Irleadlhij) and kindred. 80 
wlicn the ambalfadors came to Rome, they 
went into their ienatc, and laid what they 
were commanded by Jonathan liic liigh prieA 
to iay, howdie had lent them to ioniinn their 
frlendAiij). The leuatc then coiihrmcd what 
had hecn lomicrly decreed concerning their 
friendAiip with the jews; and gave them let¬ 
ters to carry lo all the kings ot Aha and Kuroi<e, 
and to the governors ot tlie lilies, that they 
migjit fate’y conduct them to (licir own coun¬ 
try. Accordingly as they returned, thev came 
to 8paita, and delivered the c])ilUe whieh thev 
had received of Joiiathan to them ; a copy of 
which liere loliows ; “ jonallum, the high prici' 
of the |ewlih nation, a.nd the Ienatc, and hod 
of the [leoj'.iC of the }c\vs, to the cAA';,'/ and 
fenatc, am! {woplc ol the Lacedemonians, lend, 
greeting ; If you he well, and both youi' puhli: 
and private affairs he agiccahle to your mind, 
it is accordimr to our willies. We .-newe!' 

t j 

alio. When, in ionner times an epiiilc was 
brought to (Jnias, wlio was then our higii 
prieA, from Arcus, who at that time as your 
king, by Dcmoteles, concerning the kindred 
that was h-ctween us and you, a eopv oi wlfich 
is here fubjoined, wehotii joyluliy rcecived :lo 
cpiAie, and Averc ivell pleated witli i i.aiicjeh ‘ 
and Arcus, rdtlio’ o,c did not sured lucii a (!•■■ 

niJidlralion. 
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monftrailon, bccaufe * we were fatislled about 
it from the facred writings; yet did not we 
think fit firft to begin tlic claim of this relation 
to you, led we fliould feem too early in taking 
to oiirl'elvcs the glory which is now given us 
by you. , It is a long time fince this relation of 
ours to you hath been renewed ; and when we, 
upon lioly and feftival days, offer facrificcs to 
God, wc pray to him for your prefervation and 
victory. As to ourfelvcs, although we Iiave 
had many wars that have compailed us round, 
by rcafon of the covctoufncls of our neighbours, 
yet did not we determine to be troublcfome 
either to you or to others that were related to 
us ; but fince we have now overcome our ene¬ 
mies, and have occafion to fend Numenius, the 
fon of Antiochus, and Antipatcr, the fon of Ja- 
fon, wdro arc both honourable men belonging 
to our fenate, to the Romans, we give them 
this epiftle to you alio, that they might renew 
that friendfliip which is between us. You will ! 
therefore do well yourfelves to write to us, and i 
fend an account of what you Hand in need of 
from us, lincc we are in ail things difpofed to 
ail according to your defires.” So the Lace¬ 
demonians received the aml)affadors kindly, 
and made a decree for fricndfiiip and mutual 
affiftance, and feiit it to them. 

9. At this rime tlicre were three fcdls among 
the {ews, who had different opinions concern¬ 
ing human aclions; the one was called tiic fe£t 
of the Pbar/f’cs^ another the feff of the Sdcldu- 

* Tills claufe is ot’rierwife rendered in firft l)ook of 
.Msccaln'cs, xii. 9. For that -Tve b.ivi'fhc holy he As of fenplure 

iuv b.i.'nls to ncifjrt us. Tlic 1 lebrew original being loh, 
we cannot certain!v jndge wliieh w.ts the trued vcrfion, 
only the coherence favours jofephus ; But if this werf 
the Jews meaning, t!i;it they were fatisfied out of their 
Ihblc that the jews and L icedemonians were of kin, that 
part of thtir Bibb: is now l6d, for we find no fuch afl'er- 
lion in our prefent copies. 

f Thofo that fuppofe jofeptins to contradiA himfclf in 
liis three fevi'ral aetouuts of the notions of the Bharifees, 
this here, •and tint earlno oii”, which is the l.irgefl, OF 
the War, Bj. [I. chap. viii. j i 1. and that later, Antif]. 
B. XVllI. chap. i. 'i as if he fuinttlnKs faid they intro¬ 
duced .111 .ihihlutc falaiiiv, and denied aii freedom of hu¬ 
man aflioiis, is alniofi wholly gronndlefs; he ever, a.s the 
vd'-y learned Cafiiuboti here tnilv ohferec-, aiTevtitig, that 
the I'lia'ifees wcu; between the Liiert; .:;u! S.idducces, and 
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rees, and the other the fed of the Ejjens. Now 
for the t Pharifees, they fay that foAe adions, 
but not all, arc the work of fate ; amd feme of 
them are in our own power, and that they 
are liable to fate, hut are not caufed by fate. 
But the fed of the Effens affirm, that fate go¬ 
verns all things, and that nothing befals men 
but what is according to its detcnnir.alion. 
And for the Sadducees, they take away fate, 
and fay there is no fuch thing, and that th-c 
events of human affairs are not at its difpofid ; 
hut they fuppofe, that all our adions aie iu 
our own power : fo that we are ourfclves the 
canfes of what is good, and receive what is 
evil from our own folly. However, I have 
given a more exad account of thefe opinions 
in the lecoud hook of the Jewifli war. 

10, But now the generals of Demetrius 
being willing to recover the defeat they had 
had, gathered a greater army together than 
they had before, and came againft Jonathan ; 
but as foon as he was informed of their com¬ 
ing, he went fuddcnly to meet them, to the 
country of Hamath, for he rcfolved to give 
them no opportunity of coming into Judea ; fo 
he pitched his camp at fifty furlongs diltance 
from the enemy, and fent out Ipies to take a 
view of their camp, and after what manner 
they were encamped. When his fpics had 
given him full information, and had feized up¬ 
on forae of them by night, who told him tlie 

enemy 

did only fo far aferibe all to fate, or Divine Providence, as 
was conlillcnt with the freedom of human actions. How¬ 
ever, tlicir perplc.xcd way of talking about fate or provi¬ 
dence as over-ruling all things, made it commonly thought 
they were willing to cxcufe their fins by aferibing them to 
fate, as in the Apollolical Conllitutions, B. VI. chap. vi. 
Perhaps under the fame genera] name fome difference of 
opinions in this point might be propagated, as very com¬ 
mon in all patties, efpecially in points of metaphyfical 
fubtilty : However, our Jofcphu.s, who in his heart was a 
great admirer of the piety of tlie Effens, was yet in prac¬ 
tice a Pharifee, as lie himfelf informs us, in his own lilc, 

5 2. And his account of this doArine of the Pharifees is 
for certain agreeable to his own opinion, who ever both 
fully allowed the freedom of Imnian aAions, anti, yet 
ilrongly believed the powerful intcrpofition of Divine Pro- 
videticc. .See concerning this matter a remarkable clau'.C. 
Antitj. B XVI. chap. xj. ^ 7. 
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enemy would foon attack him, he, thus ap¬ 
prized before-hand, provided for his fecurlty, 
and placed watchmen beyond his camp, and 
kept all ^lis forces armed all night; and he 
gave th/jm a charge to be of good courage, and 
to have their minds prepared to figiit in the 
night-time, if they fliould he obliged lb to do, 
left their eneniles defigns ftiould feem concealed 
from them. But when Demetrius’s comman- 
j;lers were informed, that Jonathan knew what 
they intended, their coimfcls were dilbrdcrctl, 
and it alarmed them to find that the enemy 
Iiad difeovered thole their intentions ; nor did 
they exped to overcome them any other way, 
now they had failed in the fnarcs they had 
laid for them ; for fliould they hazard an open 
battle, they did not think- they fliould he a 
match for Jonathan’s army ; So they refolved 
to fly; and having lighted many fires, that 
when the enemy law them they might fuppofe 
they were there flill, they retired. But when 
Jonathan came to give them battle in the 
morning in their camp, and found it deferted, 
and underftood they ^'ere fled, he purfued 
them ; yet he could not overtake them, for 
they had already pafled over the river Eleuthe- 
rus, and were out of danger. So when Jona¬ 
than was returned thence, he went into Ara¬ 
bia, and fought againft the Nabateans, and 
■drove away a great deal of their prey, and 
took [many] captives, and came to Dainafcus, 
arid there ibid off that he had taken. About 
the fame time it was, that Simon his brother 
went over all Judea and Paleftine, as far as 
Alkelon, and fortified the ftrong holds ; and 
when he had made them very ftrong, both in 
the edifices ere<fted, and in the garrilbns placed 
in them, he came to Joppa; and when he had 
taken it, he brought a great garrifon into it; 
for lie heard that the people of Joppa were 
difpofed to deliver up the city to Demetrius’s | 
generals. 

* This Iting, who was of the famous race of Arfaces, 
is bodi here, and i Maccab. siv. 2. called by the family- 
nTintt Arfaces; but Appian fays, his proper name was 
>Phraates. He is .here alfo called bj jofephus the King ef 


Ij 11. When Simon and Jonathan h-ul finlfli- 
jl ed thefe affairs, they rctuuial to Jcrulalem, 
j where joiiathan gathered ail tltc people toge- 
l^thcr, and took counlel to lellorc th.c walls of 
jj Jcrulalem, and to rebuild the wall that cnepm- 
palled the temple, which had h-aeri" thrown 
down, and to make the places adjoiniiig fttonger 
by very high towers ; and hclides that, to build 
another w.dl in the itddfl of the city, in order 
to exclude the maiT.et-]>lacc liom the garrifon 
which was in the citadel, and by that means 
to hinder them from any plenty of provifions; 
and moreover, to make the fortrefles that were 
in the country much ftrongcr, and more de- 
fenfiblc, than they wcic before. And when 
thefe things were approved of by the multitude, 
as rightly propofed, Jonathan himlcU'took care 
I of the building that belonged to the city, and 
lent Simon away to make the forirclfes in the 
country more feenre titan formerly. But De¬ 
metrius palfed over [Euphrates] and came in¬ 
to Mefopotamia, as d.dirous to retain that coun¬ 
try ftill, as well as Babylon; ttiid uljcn he 
fliould have obtained the dominion of Uie up- 
: per provinces, to lay a Ibundal ion for i ccovcring 
j his entire kingdom ; for tholb Cl recks atid Ma- 
I cedonians who dwelt there f . optently fent am- 
halfadors to him, and promiled, that if he would 
come to them, they would deliver thcmfelves 
up to him, and afllft him in fgbting againft 
*■ Arldces, the king of the Parthians. So he 
was elevated with thefe hopes, and came hafti- 
ly to them, as having refolved that, if he had 
once overthrown the Parthians, and gotten an 
army of his own, he would m-ike war againft 
Trypho, and cjcdl him out of Syria; and the 
people of that country received him with great 
alacrity. So he raifed forces, with wliich he 
fought againft Arfaccs, and loft all his army, 
and was himfelf taken alive, as we liave clfc- 
where related. 

CHAP. 

the Parthians, as the Cretts ufed to call them; hut by 
the elder author of the firih hook of Macrabee.s, the King 
of the Perfans and Midi f, p.ccoidinf; to the larij'U.ige of the 
eaftcra nations. Sec Authent. Rcc. part il. p. 1108. 
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Flow yonalhan 'wa^ Jlaln hy T^rachery; and 
ho'w tbcreifpcni the 'Jews mo,de. Simon their 
Gtmexal and If'gh PrieJ} : / / 'bat courageous 
APion^ alfo he performed^ efpedally agair/Jl 
Prypho. 

§ I. IVTOW wlien Ti ypho knew what had 
, hel'illcn Demetrius, lie was no long¬ 

er I'.rm to Antiochus, hut contrived by I'ubtilty 
to kill him, and then take poffclliou of his king¬ 
dom ; I'Ut the fear that he was in of Jonatlian 
was an obfuclc to tliis his defign, for Jonathan 
was a friend to Antiuriius ; for which caufe he 
refolved hrll to take Jonathan out of the w'-ay, j 
and then to let about liis delign relating to An- j 
tiochus : but he judging it b.,il to take him off | 
by deceit and treachei y, came from Antioch to | 
Bethdian, wliich by the Creeks is called riVi'- 
thopohs^ at which jd icc Jon.ith.iii met him with 
forty thoufand cholen incii, for he thought that 
he came to light him ; but when he jicrccivcd 
that Jonatliati was ready to light, he attempted 
to gain him by prelcntG and kind treatment, 
and gave order to Ids captains to obey iiim, and 
by tliefe uicans was defirous to give him aflTur- 
ance of his good-will, and to take away all fuf- 
picions out of his mind, that lo he miglit make 
Inm carelefs and incon.hucratc, and might take 
him wdicn he was unguai'ded. He alio advifed 
him to dilinii’s his aiiny, hccaufe there Wc.s no 
occalion for briu'gimjc it with him, when there 
was no war, hut all was iii peace, llnw'cver, 
he dchrecl him to retain a few about hint, and 
go with 1dm to Ptolemais; for that he would 
deliver the city up to him, and would bring all 
the fortrelfcs that were in the country under his 
dominion ; and he told hiin, that he came with 
thole very dcfigns, 

2. Yet did not Jonathan fafpedl any thing 
at all by this his management, but believed 
that 'Pryphn gave him this advice out of kind- 
nefs, aud with a iincerc defign. Accordingly 
lie difiniired his army, and retained no more 
than three thoufand of them with him, and 
left two thoufand in Galilee, and he himfelf, 


willi one thoufand, came with Trypho to Pto- 
lemais : But v/hen the people of Ptclemais had 
(hut their gates, as it had been commanded 
them hy Trypho to do, he took Jonathan alive, 
and flew all that were with'him. He alfo feat 
foldiers againfl thofe two thoufand that w'cre 
left in Galilee, in order to deftroy them : but 
thole men having heard the report of what 
had happened to Jonathan, they prevented the 
execution; and before thofe that W'ere feat by 
Trypho came, they covered themfelvcs witli 
their armour, and went away out of the coun¬ 
try. Now when thofe that were lent againit 
them faw th.it they were ready to fight for 
their lives, they gave them lao difturbance, but 
returned back to Trypho. 

g. But when the people of Jerufalcm heard 
that Jonathan was taken, and that the foldiers 
who were with him were deftroyed, they de¬ 
plored hi'' fad fate, and there was carueft en¬ 
quiry made about him hy every body, and a 
great and jufl fear fell upon them, and made 
them fad, left now they were dc]n-Ived of the 
courage and condud of Jonathan, the nations 
about them fliould bear them ill-will; and as 
they Vv'cre before quiet on account of Jon:.thari, 
they fliould now rife up againil them, and Iiy 
making war with them, fliould force them into 
the utmoft dangers. And indeed what they 
ful’pedod really befcl them ; for when thofe 
nations heard of tlic death of Jonathan, tliey 
began to make war with the jevvus, as now def- 
titute of a governor ; and Trypho himfelf got 
an army together, and had an intention to go 
up to Judea, aud make war againft its inhabi¬ 
tants. But when Simon faw that the people of 
j Jerufalem were terrified at the circumftances 
I they were in, he defired to make a fpeech to 
I them, and thereby to render them more refo- 
j lute in oppofing Trypho when he Ihould come 
I againft them. He then chilled the people to¬ 
gether into the temple, and thence began thus 
to encourage them : “ O my countrymen, you- 
lire not ignorant that our father, myfelf, and 
my brethren, have ventured to hazard our lives, 
and that willingly.for the recovery of your liber- 

typ 
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ty ; fince I have therefore fuch plenty of ex¬ 
amples before me, and we of our family have' 
determined with ourfelves to die for our laws, 
and our cKvine worlhip, there fliall no terror be 
fo great/as to banifli this refolution from our 
fouls, nor to introduce in its place a love of life, 
and a contempt of glory. Do you therefore 
follow me with alacrity whitherfoever I ihall 
lead you, as not deftitute of fuch a captain as is 
willing to fuifer, and to do the greateft things 
ior you ; for neither am I better than my breth¬ 
ren, that 1 fliould be fparing of my own life, 
nor fo far worfc than they, as to avoid and rc- 
fule what they thought the inoft honourable of 
all things ; 1 mean, to undergo death for your 
laws, and for that worlhlp of God which is pe¬ 
culiar to you : I will therefore give fuch proper 
demonllrations as will flicw that 1 am their 
own brother ; and I am fo hold as to cxpedl 
that I flrall avenge their blood upon our cnc- 
inies, and deliver you all, with your wives and 
children, from rhe injuries they intend againft 
you ; and, with God’s affiftance, to preferve 
your temple from deftrudtion by them ; for I 
lee that thefe nations have you in contempt, as 
l>iing without a governor, and that they thence 
are encouraged to make war againft you.” 

4. By this fpecch of Situon he inlpircJ the 
multitude with courage, and as they had been 
Ijcforc difpirlted through fear, they were now 
raifed to a good hope of better things, info- 
much, that the wliule multitude of the people 
cried out ail at once, that Simon ftiould be 
their leader ; and that, iiiftead of Judas and 
Jonathan liis brethren, he fliould have the go¬ 
vernment over them ; and they promifed, that 
they would feadily obey him in whatfoever he 
iliould command them. So he got together 
immediately all his own foldicrs that were lit 
for war, and made hafte in rebuilding the walls 
of the city, and ftrengthened them by very high 
and ftrong towers ; and, fent a friend of his, 
one Jonathan, the fon of Abfalom, to Joppa, 
and gave him order to ejetft; the inhabitants out 
of the city, for he was afraid left they fliould 
cieliver up the city to Trypho, but he himfelf 
ftayed tofecure Jerufalem. 


, 5. But Trypho removed from Ptolcinais 
iyith a great army,, and came into Judea, ami 
brought Jonathan with him in bonds. Si- 
moil alio met him with his army at the city 
Adida, which is upon an hill, ar.d !)cnc.ith it 
lie the plains of judea. And wlitii Try]ilu) 
knew that .Simon was by the Jews made tlieir 
governor, he fent to him, and would have iin- 
pofed upon him I)y deceit and treachery; and 
defired him, if he would have hi.s lirotlier 
Jonathan releaied, that he would fend him 
an hundred talents of lilvcr, and two of Jona¬ 
than’s Ions as hoftages, that when lie fliall be 
releaied, he may not make Judea revolt from 
tlie king ; for that at prefent he was kept in 
bonds on account of the money f.e had borrow¬ 
ed of tile king, and now owed it to him. But 
Simon was aware of the craft of I'rvpho, and 
although he knew'^ that if he gave him the mo¬ 
ney he fhould lofe it, and that Trypho ivould 
not fet his brother free, and withal llton'd deliver 
tlic Ions ol Jonathan to the enemy; yet hccata'e 
he was afraid that he fliould liave a calumny 
railed againft him among the multitude as the 
caufe of his brother’s death, if he neither gave 
the money, nor lent jonathan’s fms, he ga¬ 
thered his army together, and told llicm wliat 
offers Trypho liad made; and added this, lliat 
the oft'ers were enfnaring and treaclierous, and 
yet that it was more eligible to feud the mo¬ 
ney and Jon.atiian’s Ions, than to be liable to 
the imputation of not complying with Trypho’s 
oilers, and thereby refuling to five his brother. 
Accordingly Simon font the fons of Jonathan, 
and the money; but when Trypho had recei¬ 
ved them, he did not keep his proinife, nor fet 
Jonathan free, but took his army, and went 
about ail the country, and reiblved to go up 
afterward to Jcrufalerti by the way of iJumca, 
while Simon went over againft liiin with his 
army, and all along pitched his own camp 
over againft Itis. 

6 ., lluT when thofe that were in the citadel 
had fent to Trypho, and befouglit him to make 
hafte, and come to them, and to fend them 
provifions, he prepared his cavalry, as though 

he 
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he would be at Jerufalem that very night; but 
fo great a quantity of fnow fell in the night, 
that it covered the roads, and made them fo 
deep that there was no paffing, efpecially for 
the cavalry. This hindred him from coming 
to Jerufalem ; whereupon Trypho removed 
thence, and came into Cclcfyria, and falling 
vehemently upon the land of Gilead, he Hew 
Jonathan there; and when he had given order 
for his burial, he returned himfelf to Antioch. 
However, Simon fent fome to the city Bafca to 
bring away his brother’s hones, and buried 
them in their own city Modin ; and all the 
people made great lamentation over him. Si¬ 
mon alfo erefted a very large monument for 
his father, and his brethren, of white and po- 
liOied flonc, and raifed it a great heiglit, and 
fo as to be feen a long way off, and made cloif- 
ters about it, and fet up pillars, which were of 
one Hone a-picce ; a work that was wonderful 
to fee. Moreover, he built feven pyramids alfo 
for his parents, and his brethren, one for each 
of them, which were made very furprifing, 
both for their largcnefs and beauty, and which 
have been preferved to this day : and we know 
that it was Simon who beftowed fo much 7>eal 
about tlic burial of Jonathan, and the building 
of thefe monuments for his relations. Now Jo¬ 
nathan died when he had been high pried 

four years, and had been alfo the governor 
of his nation. And thefe were the circ'um- 
rtances that concerned his death. 

y. But Simon, who was made high pried 
by the multitude, on the very fird year of his 
b'gh priedhood let his people free from their 

* There is fome error in the copies here, when no more 
than four years arc aferihed to the high pviellhood of Jona¬ 
than. Wc know hy Jofephus’s laft Jewifli chronology, 
Antiq. It. XX. rhap. x. that there was an interval of feven 
years between the death of Ak imus or Jacinms.the laft high 
P'.icft, and the real high prieRhood of Jonathan, to whom 
yci tliofe feven years feem here to be aferibed, as a part 
of tla-m were to Jud.is before, Antiq. ]}. XII. chap. x. 
§ 6 . Now fince, hefides thofe feven years iuUrrcgnum in 
flic pontificnte, wc arc told, Antiq. B. XX. chap. x. that 
Jonathan's retd high prieRhood laRed feven years more, 
tliefc t^vo feven years will make up fourteen years, which 
I fuppofe was Jofephtis’s own rfumber in this place, in- 
ifLcjil of four in our prefent copies. 

I Thefe 170 years of the Ailpians mean no more, as 
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, flavery under the Macedonians, and permitted 
them to pay tribute to them no longer; which 
liberty and freedom from tribute they obtained 
after an f hundred and feventy years of the 
kingdom of the AlTyrians, which wasiafter Se- 
leucus, who was called Nicator, got the do¬ 
minion over Syria. Now the adeftion of the 
multitude towards Simon was fr great, that in 
their contracts one with anothc'b and In their 
public records, they wrote, “In the firft year 
of Simon, the henefaiSlor and cthnarch of the 
Jews for under him they were very happy, 
and overcame the enemies that were round 
about them, for Simon overthrew the city Ga- 
zara, and Joppa, and Jamnia. He alfo took 
the citadel of Jerufalem by ficgc, and call: it 
down to the ground, that it might not be any 
more a place of refuge to their enemies when 
they took it, to do them a mifehief, as it had 
been till now. And when he had done this," 
he thought it their beft way, and moft for their 
advantage, to level the very mountain itfelf, 
upon which that citadel happened to Hand, 
that fo the temple might be higher than it. 
And indeed, when he had called the muilitude 
to an alTembly, he perfuaded them to have it 
fo dcmollilied; and this, by putting them in 
mind what miferics they had fulfered by its 
garrifon, and the Jewiflh deferters, and what 
miferies they might hereafter fuft’er, in cafe any 
foreigner fhould obtain the kingdom, and put 
a garrifon into that citadel. This fjieech in¬ 
duced the multitude to k compliance, becaufe 
he exhorted them to nothing but what was for 

their 

Jofephus explains here, flian from the acra of Seleucus, 
■which, as it is known to have begun on the 3121}! year 
before the ChriRian ara, from its fpringin the firR book 
of Maccabees, and from its autumn in the fecond book 
of Maccabees, fo did it not begin at Babylon till the next 
fpring, on the 31 ith year. See Prid. at the year 312. And 
it is truly ohferved Sy Dr Hudfon on this place, that the 
Syrians and Aflyrians are fometimes confounded in an¬ 
cient authors, according to the words of JuRin, the epito- 
mizer of Trogus Pompeius, who fays, That “ the AITyri- 
an.s were afterward called Syriafjj.’' B. I, chap. xi. Sec 
Of the War, B. V. chap. ix. § 4. where the Philiilincs 
themfelvcs, at the very fouth limit of Syria, in its utmoft 
extent, are called jljfyrians by Jofephus, as Spanheim ob- 
fcrvdsr. 
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their own good : So they all fet themfelves to 
the work, and levelled the mountain, and in 
that work, fpent both day and night without 
any intcrmiffion, which coft them three whole 
ycara balore it was removed, and brought to 
an entire level ‘with the plain of the reft of 
tlic city. After which, the temple was the 
higheft of all the buildings, now the citadel, 
as well as the mountain whereon it ftood, were 
tremoliflied. And thefe adlions were thus per¬ 
formed under Simon. 


CHAP. VII. 

Jfozt’ Snnoti C071 federated blmfclf ivith Antiochus 
Pius^ and made IVur againjl Prypho : and a 
Ptttlc aflcrzvai'd againji Ccndebcus^ the Gene¬ 
ral of Antiochus's Army : As al/o, how Si¬ 
mon was murdered by his San-in-Law Ptolc- 
A7)’, and that by 'Treachery. 

§ r. ^ little while after Demetrius 

had been carried into captivity, 
Trypho his governor ']• deftroyed Antioclius, 
the fon of Alexander, who was alfo called 
the God; and this when he had reigned four 
years, thougli he gave it out that he died under 

• It muU here be diligently noted, tliat Jofephus’s co¬ 
py of tltc iirll: book ofMaccabxus, which he had fo caic- 
rully follov.'cd, iiinl faitlifully abridged as far as the 50th 
verfe of the twelfth chapter, feeins tliere to have ended. 
Wliat few things theic ate afterward common to both, 
might probably be learned by liim from fome other more 
inipcrl'ctl records. However, we mull exactly obferve 
here, what the remaining part of that book of the Mae- 
Vabccs informs us of, and what jofephus would never 
have omitted, had his cojiy contained fo much, that this 
Simon the Great, the Maccabce, made a league with An- 
tioehus Soter, the fon of Demetrius Seter, and brother of 
the other Demetrius, who was now a captive in Pariliia, 
and that, upon his coming to the crown, about the njoih 
year before the ChrilHan sera, he granted great privileges 
to the Jewifh nation, and to Simon, their iiigh prieft and 
ethnarch, wliich privileges Simon feems to have taken of 
his own accord, about three years before. In particular, 
]'_e gave him leave to coin money for his country witli his 
own ilanip ; and as concerning Jerufalem, ami the fanc- 
tuary, that they fliould be free, or, as the vulgar Laitin hath 
it, lAy and free, I Maccab. xv. 6, 7. which I take to be 
the truer reading, as being the very words of his father’s 
tonedhon offered to Jonathan feveral years before, ch. x. 
31. and Anlitp H. XIII. ch. ii. § 3. Now what makes 


443 

the hands of the furgeoms. He then fent Ills 
friends, and thofe that were molt Intimate with 
him, to the foidiers ; and promifed that he 
would give them a great deal of money if they 
would make him king. He inlimatcd to them 
that Demetrlas was made a captive by (he Par- 
thians ; and that Demetriut’s brother Antiof- 
chus, if he came to he king, would do them a 
great deal of mil'chief, in way of revenge for 
i their revoking from iiis brother. So the foi- 
I diers, in cxpctlation of the wcaltli tlicy ftiould 
I get by bellowing the kingdom on 'Prypho, 
I made him their ruler. However, wlmu Try- 
i pho had gained tlie management of afiairs, he 
j dernonftrated his ciifpofition to he wicked for 
wliilc he was a private perfon, he cukivated a 
familiarity with the rnukitude, and preteiided 
to great nnxlcration, and fo drew them on art- 
tully to whatibever he pleafed ; but when he 
had once taken the kingdom, he laid afidc any 
farther dilfimulation, and was true Trypho; 
which behaviour made his enemies fuperior Uj 
him ; for the foldicry hated him, and rcvoitcd 
from him to Cleopatra, tlic wife of Demetrius, 
who was then Ihut up in Selcucia with her 
children. But as Anlioch.iis, the hrntlier rf 

Jbe- 

tbi? (late and tb.efe grants grcitly v( trsrkiblc, is ila' Ibair 
ol the remaining genuine fliekds c.l tlie Jex.-s wilb Sama¬ 
ritan eb.naclers, wliich fecni in Iiave b-en (moll of tlieni 
at lealt) coined in t!ie ftiur Ini! yeaisni 1 bis Simon, tlie 
Afamoncan, and having upon ibein tliei'e words on one 
lidc, Jeni/aUtn the holy, and on tin' leneifr, h: //v of 
freedom, 1. or 2. or 3. or 4. whieli liietvJs (lu.-reroie an 
original monuments of tliefe times, and uiulcniable marks 
of the truth ol the liillory in thefe chapters, tlioiigh v oe 
in great meafure omitted by jofephus. S t lilfn <m liie 
I Old 'l’elt. p. 157, 178. The realon wliy I rath' r inpo iie 
that his copy of the Maccabees w arned rlide (lujnc! , 
than that his own copies are Jicrc iiupenfcet, is (Liilrn 
alt their contents are not here omitted, tJunigh niueli tb.e 
greatcfl part be. 

f How Trypho killed this Antiochus, the cpitnirn- of 
Livy informs u;, ch. 55. s;/;:. that he corrupfcij Ins piiy- 
ficians, or furgeons, who falfely prcicnding to tlie peojiie 
that lie was peritliiug with the Hone, as they cut inm' lor 
it, killed Itini, which exadly agrees with jofejrlnis. 

J That this’Antiochus, the fon of Alex ’nder IVal.s*, 
was called the God, is evident from his coins, which.Span- 
heim alliirCB us, bears this inferipdon, A 7 ;;^ Aol'j.-hus toe 
God, lifiphines the Vieiorious. 
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Dcmeinu% ’.vlio wa-; called S'jh’j'y was not ad¬ 
mitted !)}' any of the cities on account of Try- 
pho, fiicopatra lent to him, and invited him to ' 
marry her, and to take llic hinydom. Tl’ic | 
realons why the maiie tins invitrlion wercthefe: | 
That her friends perfuaded her to it, and that I 
file veas afraid lor herleif, in cafe forne of the 
jtcopic of .Seicucla lin'uk! deliver up the city to 
'IVypho. 

e. yVs Antiochus w;n; now comic to Selcucia, 
and his iorees incrcalcd every day, he marched 
to fi^ht Tryjiho ; and having.': heaten him in the 
battle, he ejetded him out of tlie upper Syria 
into Phenicia, and purfued him thither, and 
hcfieged him in Dora, which svas a fortrefs hard 
to be taken, whither he had lied. ITe alfo feat 
ambafladors to Simon, tlie Jewiili high prieft, 
about a league of fricndlhip a.nd mutual aflift- 
auce ; Who readily aceejitcd ot the invitation, 
and font to Antiochus great lams of money and i 
provilions, <br thofe that hciicgcd Dora, and 
thereby lujiplicd them very plentifully; fo that 
for a little while lie was looked upon as one of 
his mofi: intimate friends ; but ftill Trypho fled 
from Dora to Apamia, where he was taken 
during the liege, and put to death, when he 
had reigned three years. 

3. Hovvr.v'iR, Antiochus forgot the kind 
afllllance that Simon had aflbrdcd him in his 
necefhty, by rcalou of his covetous and wick¬ 
ed diipoiitloii, and committeci an at my of fol- ■ 
diers to liis iriead Ccndcbcus, and feat him at 
once to ravage judea, and to fci/c Simon. 
When Simon heard of Antiochus’s breaking 
his league with him, although he were now in 
years, yet, provoked with the unjufl treatment 
he met with from Antiochus, and taking a rc- 
folution brifker than his age could well hear, 
he went like a young man to act as general of 
Ills army. He alfo lent his fons before among 
the moll hardy of his foldiers, and he himfelf 
marched on witli his army another way, and 

* Ifert' jofephus begins to follow, and to abridge the 
next ficred Hebrew boob, llykd in the end of the firll 
book of M KC-iba-us, The (Jhrj/iie/a ',f ‘John f Hymiuuj’sJ 
High PtiiftbootT, but in fome of the Greek copies, the 
f'iurthU'o-J of Macmbj'us. A Greek verfion of tins chroni¬ 
cle was extant not very lont; ago, in tlie days of Santes 
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laid many of his men in ambuflies in the nar¬ 
row valleys between the mountains ; nor did 
he lail of fuccefs in any one of his, attempts, 
hut was too hard lor his enemies iu' every one 
ol them. So he led the rell of lie IjG iu 
peace, and did alfo himfelf make a league wiilt 
the Romans. 

4. Now he was the ruler of the Jews in all 
eight years; hut at a fcall came to liis end. Ji 
was caufed by the treachery of his ibn-iu-law 
Ptolemy ; who cauglit alfo his wile, and twr; 
ol his Ions, and kept them in bonds. He alii, 
lent Ibmc to kill John, the third fon, wliof. 
name was Hyrcamis ; but the young man ]ier- 
cciving them coming, he avoided the danger 
he was in from them, and made halle into 
the city [jerufalem] as relying on the good¬ 
will of the mnkitude, hecaufc of the henefus 
they had received from liis father, and hecaufc 
of the hatred the fume multitude bare to Pto¬ 
lemy ; fo that, when Ptolemy was endeavour¬ 
ing to enter the city by another gate, they 
drove him away, as having already admitted 
of Ilyrcanus. 


C H A P, VIII. 

Hyrcmuis receives the High Prlejlhood, and ejcHs 
Ptolemy out of the Counir y. ylntiochiis makes 
War agaivji Plyrcaniis, and afterward makes 
a Lcap'iic with him. 

O 

§ Ptolemy retired to one of the fortref- 

fts that w'as above Jericho, which was 
called Dagon : But Plyrcanus having taken the 
prieflhood that had been his father’s before, 
and in the lirll place pi'opitiated God by facri- 
Ijces, he then made an e.xpedition againli Pto¬ 
lemy ; and when he made his attacks upon the 
place, in other points he was too hard for him, 
but was rendered weaker than he by the com- 

miferation 

Pagnlnus, and Sextus Senenfis, at Lyons, tliougli it feemr. 
to have been there burnt, and to be now mtcrly loft. See 
Sextus Seiienfis’ account of it, of its many Hebrxifms, 
and its great agreement with jofepbus’s abridgement, in 
the Autbent. Rcc. part I. p. 206, toy, 2c3. 
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miferation he had for his mother and brethren, 
and by that only ; for Ptolemy brought them 
tijvon the wall, and tormented them in the 
fnjvt of all, and threatened that he would throw 
tiiem aown h'S^^llong, unlefs llyrcanus would 
leave off the fiegc. And as he thought that fo 
iar as he relayed as to the licgc and taking of 
the place, fo much favour did he fliew to thofc 
that were dcareR to him by preventing their 
-mifery, his zeal about it was cooled. How¬ 
ever, his mother fpread out her hands, and 
begged of him that he would not grow remifs 
on her account, but indulge his indignation fo 
much tlic more, and that he would do liis nt- 
moft to take the place (juickly, in order to get 
their enemy under his power, and then to a- 
venge upon him whvit he Irad done to thofe 
that rvere dearell to himfelf; for that death 
would be to her fwcet, ihougli with torment, 
hr that enemy of theirs might but be brought to 
puniilimcnt for his tvicked dealings to them. 
Now when his mother faid fo, he refolvcd to 
take the fortrefs immediately ; hut when liefxw 
licr beaten, and torn to pieces, his courage fail¬ 
ed him, and he could not but fympalliizc with 
what his mother fufiered, and was thereby over¬ 
come. And as the ficge was drawm out into 
length by this means, that year on which the 
jews ufe to refl came on; for the Jews obferve 
this reft every fcvmnth year, as they do every 
feventh day ; lo tiiat Ptolemy being for this 
caufe releafed from the war, he ilew the breth¬ 
ren of Hyreanus, and Iiis mother : and when 

* Hence we learn, that in the days of this excellent 
high prieft John flyicanus, the obfervation of the Jahhcith 
yar, as jofephus fuppoled, required a reft from ivar, as 
did that of the twfkly fahbath from imrk : 1 mean this, un¬ 
lefs in the cafe of neceility, when tlse Jews were attacked 
by their enemies, in which''cafe indeed, and in which a- 
lone, they then allowed dcreiifive fighting to be lawful 
even on the Sabbath-day, as wc fee iufcveral places of Jo- 
fcplius, Antiq. B. XII. ch. vi. <) 2. B. XIII. ch. i. § ]. 
Of the War, B. I. ch. vii. §3. But then it muft he no¬ 
ted, that this roll from war no way appears in the iirll book 
of Maccabees, cli. xvi. but the dircii: contrary ; thougli 
indeejJ the Jews, in the days of Antiochus Epiphanes, ciul 
not wnture upon fighting on the Sabbath-day, even in the 
defence of their own lives, till the Afamoncans or Matca- 

hets decreed fo to do, i Maccab. ii. 32,-41. Antiq. 

B.. XII. ch. (2. 
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I he lind fo clone, he fled to Zeno, who was cal¬ 
led Colylas.^ who was then the tcrant cn' tiie titv 
Piil'adelpliia. 

2, Put Aut-ioihus heiug very uncaiy at the 
mil'erics that Simem had hrou'dit upon him, 
he invaded Judea in tlu; fourth year <ft’ hi;, 
reign, and the Iirll year of the principality ol' 
IlvrcanuK, in the j hundred and lixty-h-cond 
olympaid. And when lie had burnt the coun¬ 
try, he flriit up !l)rcanus in the city, which 
he cncompafted round with I'evcn encamp¬ 
ments, hut did juft nollilng at the lirft, be- 
caufe of the llrength cJ llie walk, ;uid hecauie 
of the valour ol the hclicged, aliliou'di thev 
were once in want of water, which yet they 
were delivered irom by a large fliocver of 
rain, which iell at the .j letting of the Plei¬ 
ades. However, about the north pail ol the 
wall, where it happened the city was upon a 
level with the outward ground, the king railed 
an hundred towers ol tlircc ilories high, and 
placed bodies of I'olelicr'i npoii them, and as he* 
m.adc his attacks every clay, he cut ;i double 
ditch, deep and broad, ;md coniined the inha- 
liitants Aviihin it, ;is w’ithin a wall ; hut tlic he- 
fieged eontiived lo make Irccpicnt i'allies out, 
and if the enemies were not any where u)H)n 
their guard, they iell iijroii them, and did them 
a great deal of mhclrief, and if they perceived 
them, they then retired into the dry vvitli 
I calc. But hccaulc Hyreanus difeerned lire in¬ 
convenience of lo great a number of men in 

the. 

• t 

[ jofephu;,’'. cdpic.s, both (Ireek and Latin, iiavc hi rr 
a grolb iniil.'ke, v.'lKii they liy, di.it lliis fir.'l yen o! John 
Hyreanus, which wc hint* juft now ftca lo li.ivt bct-i .1 
fabhatic yaff was m the l62d olympiad, whert.'s it v . s 
I for ccrt.iin tlic fccond ye.ir of the 161ft. See the like be- 
I lore, B. XII. chap \ii. y 6. 

I J 'Bhis heliacal fetting of the Pleiades, c.r fteii itar*-, 

I was, in the days of llyicanus and Jofepl us, early in the 
fpring, abi'.ut lAhruary, the time ol the latter i.'.ni in ]a- 
dca : and this, fu far .is 1 remember, is tiie e nly alaro- 
j nomical characlei of time, belide.sone celqife ot tne it.oon 
in the reign ol Heiod, iliat \i e meet v. .tli in all jeatokus, 
the Jew.s being little .icruftoincd to tlic .'.ilioni n.ic.d (>!,- 
fcTwitions, any f.irther th.m for the ufci. of iheir k,.lc.uiar, 
and utterly loibiddcn thofc aftrolog'ed c.les vlech 
heathens tomuionly made of them. 
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the city, wl’ilc the provifionr, were the fooncr 
Ipcnt by theih, and yet, as is natural to fup- 
’pofe, thcMe great number; did nothing, he fe- 
parated the urdcl's part, an 1 exchid^td them out 
o[ the city, and retained in n pari ordy which 
were in the flower ori'ieir age, and ht I'or war. 
However, Antiocims v,on!d not hr: tliole that 
were exeiuded go awa'", wlio thcrelorc wan- 
<!crinp; about between t'tc w.’.lis, and conlum- 
ing away [)y lamine, died miler ihly ; but when 
ll)C Icall of tabernacles was at .hand, thofe that 
avcrc witliin conamilerated their coud!'’Ion, and 
received them in agesin. /Xnd when llyrcanus 
fent to Antioehns, and dehred there migl’.t be 
.a truce lor I'evcn days, liec uile of tiie feilival, 
he gave way to this piei y iorvards Clod, and 
made that truce accordinelv ; And beiidcs that, 
lie lent in a magniheent iacrilice, hulls with 
their * horns gilded, wdrh all imts of Iwcet 
Ipices, and with ciqis oi goh! and hlver. ho 
thofe that were at the gates received the facri- 
lices Irom tlioie that brought them, and led 
'them to the temple, Antiocims the meanwhile 
fealling hi; army; wdricli was a quite differ¬ 
ent condnfi: I'rom yVntloehus Kpiplunes, who, 
when he had taken the city, oftcred fwiiie upon 
the altar, and IpriukLe! the temple with tlie 
broth oi'their flclh, in order to violate the laws 
ol the h’ws, a.nd the rLligiou tlicv derived Irom 
tlieir i.e.-elathers ; lor \''hicb n.oon our nation 
made war with hnu. and we-iilii never b, rceon- 
cilctl to him: Ihn lor this Aniiovlnis, all men 
eilled him ..////ho/.vo //C'y/oz/j, tor the great 
.'Ca! be b.ad abenit religion. 

p /\c oolt 01 NO i,Y llyrcanus tot'k this mo¬ 
deration ('1 ill'; kindly ; and when lie under- 
ilom! ho.v religiions lie was towards ibe Deity, 
be Sent an amh.dfige to him, and defired that 
In: 'vould relloiv the lettlements they received 
be,!!', their forefathers. So he rejeOted the 
f. n inlei "f thole tli-.t '[ would have him utterly 
dehioy ihe ris.iion, by realon oi their way td 
siv!!) ', I’iieli vv.e. to otherr- irnioelable, and 

* t)i itaiilvni tf'il;; u,. Iiei'', that' iIils cuftom of yililaig 
tt’i' l.eii'-. <■, tiHMO cxi'u ili.it wi'i,' iij he hieriiKed i.s .1 
n I'liir.', hei!> in (t-c poets niii! or.it./is. 

i' 'L'I'i- .neoua: m J.if-pJiu., tiiat :i/e prefent Aiuio- 


O F T II E JEWS. 

did not regard wdiat they laid. Rut being per- 
fuaded that all they did was nut of a religious 
mind, he anlwcred the ambafla’ "Tlnit if 
the bcliegcd would deliver up th 
pay tribute for Joppa, and tlic n' 
dcicd upon Judea, aud admit a gaimw.. ,. 
on thelc terms, lie would make war agalnll 
them no longer. But the Jews, although they 
were content with the other conditions, did 
iK't agree to admit the puarrilcm, bccaulc they 
could not affoclate with otiier people, mm eon- 
vcrl'e with them ; yet they were vt-i!!Ir.gg in- 
llead of the adminion of the ganilhm, to give 
him holiages, aud live hundred talent.s < J lilver ; 
ol which tiicy paid down tlirec hundred, .and 
lent the hollappes immedi:itc!y, whneii king An- 
tiochiis accepted. One ot thi)ie liollagcs eaas 
Hyreanus’s brotlicr: hut Hill he brol-.j down 
the fortifications that cucomjKilled :he city ; 
and upon thefe conditions Antiochu.s hn/kc up 
the liege, and departed. 

4. Rut llyrcanus opened the fepulclirc oi 
David, who excelled all other kings in rich¬ 
es, and took out of it three thonland talent.s. 
He was alfo the full of the jews that, relying 
on his wealth, maintained foreign troops. There, 
was alfo a league of friendlhip and mutual al- 
lillance r.iade between them: CIpon which,, 
Hyicanns admitted him into the city, and fur- 
nifhed him with whal.'ccver his army wanted 
in great plenty, and with great gcncrofitv, and 
marched along with him when he made an ex- 
jiedition agalnll the Parthlans ; of which Nico¬ 
lai:? of Damafeus is a witnefs for us ; who in 
ibis hiilorv writes thus: “When Antiochus 
' had erecled a trophy at the river Lycus, upon 
his comjuell f i indatc:;, rlie genera! of the I’ar- 
thian.s, he llaved theie two days. It was at 
' the dclirc ol Ilyivanns the Jew, becaufe it was 
Inch a leilival derived to them horn their fore¬ 
fathers, wlicreon the law of the Jews did not 
aliow them to travel.” And truly he did not 

fpcak 

^ r!;r,s vvns prrlun-.’.cd, ilioiigh in vain, nof to m.ikc pence 
I with the Jev'.-;, hu: to cut thctil oil utterly, is fully coii- 
; tirnicil !-y Ttjodonis hiciiliis, in Fji<>tiiis’s ectmclb out ot 

i Jas X.\X 1 V. book. 

1 
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fpeak falfely in faying fo; for that fcftival, 
which we call Pcntecojl, did then fall out to 
he the ncJit day to the Sabbath : Nor is it law¬ 
ful for jt*s to journey, either on the Sab!)ath- 
( 4 ^~ G-?^on*1Hl''sftival day. But when Autio- 
rlius joined battle with Arfices, the king of 
i'arthia, he lofj^ a great part of his army, and 
was himfclf (lain : and his brother Demetrius 
fucccctled in the kingdom of Syria, by the per- 
numon of Arfaces, who freed him from his 
captivity, at the fame time that Antioclnis at¬ 
tacked Partliia, as we have formerly related 
ell'ewhere. 


C I-I A P. IX. 

/A tr, after the Heath of yhiliorhus^ Hyreanus 
made an Expedition agamjl Syrin^ and made 
a League ‘with the. Rununis. Concerning the 
Death of King Demetrius and Alexander. 

§i.T 3 UT when Hyreanus heard of the 
Xj death of Antiochus, he prefcntly made 
an expedition againft the cities of Syria, hop¬ 
ing to find them dcllitutc o^fighting men, and 
of fuch as were able to defend them. How¬ 
ever, it w'as not till the fixth month that he 
took Medaba, and that not without the great 
tiillrefs of his army: After this he took Samc- 
■ga, and the neighbouring places ; and bolides 
shefe, Shechem, and Gerizzim, and the nation 

* The Jews' were not to march or journey on the Sab- 
bath, or on fuch a great feftival as was equivalent to the 
Sabbath, any farther than a Sabbath-iiay s journe'^, or 2000 
cubits fee the note on Antiq. B. XX. chap. viii. § 6. 

f This account of the Idumeans admitting circumcifion, 
and the entire Jewifli law, from this time, or from the 
days of Hyreanus, is confirmed by their entire hiftory af¬ 
terward. See Antiq. B. XIV. chap. viii. § i. B. XV. 
chap. vii. { 9. Of the War, B. II. chap. iii. § i. B. IV. 
chap. iv. $ 5. This, in the opinion of Jofephus, made them 
profelytes of juftice, or entire Jews, as here and elfe- 
where, Antiq. B. XIV. chap. viii. § 1. However, Antigo- 
nus, the enemy of Herod, though Herod were derived 
from fuch u profelyU: of juftice for fevcral generations, will 
allow him to be no more than Lif Jew, B. XIV. chap. xv. 
J 2. But dill take out of Dean Prideaux, at the year 129, 
the words of Ammonius a grammarian, which fully con¬ 
firm this account of the Idumeans in jofephus: “ The 
^ews, fays he, are iVcli hynature, andfrom thebe;:ii>:)ii;g, 
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oi ihc ('uilieans, who dwelt at the temple which 
rcl'rmbled that temple which was at Jcrufalem, 
.uul which Ale.xander ]icrmittcd Sanhallat, the 
general of his army, to build, for the fake of 
iVkiuaileh, who was (on-in-iaw to Iiuld’.'^ the, 
high jirieft, as we have lonnerly rckiled ; hi( b. 
temple was now dcl'erted two hinOre i \ car:- e.f 
ter it v.MS built. Hyreanus ttu'k .ili;' Dura, 
aiul hhuiiij, cities ol Iilnmec!, and fijhdvcd ah 
die Idumeans; and [lermilted them to vew in, 
ih.at country, if they would eiivnne'de thtir 
gcnitjl;'-, and make uic ol tlie laws ot tb,- Je-ws ; 
and they vrere i'o dcltrous of living in the 
country of tl'.eir iorefithors, that th('y | Uibrnit- 
ted to the uie of drc'uuie'lion, ami of the rdk 
of the jctviih ways ol ;'\ing; al vvhieh time 
therefore this hefd them, th.at tliey were here¬ 
after no other tlian levv:' 

2 . But Ilyrcanu.s t[u‘ lugit pyefl was dcfir- 
ous to renew that league oi' friendfliip they had 
with the Romans: A ccordingly lie lent a.n am- 
haflage to them ; and wlicn the i'enate had re¬ 
ceived their epillie, they .made a league of 
friendlliip with them., after the maniier follow¬ 
ing : “ Fariius, the Ion cif Marcus the pretor, 
gathered the Icnate together on the cighlh day 
lieforc the ides of Februar}', in tin- fenate-lioide, 
when Lucius Manlius, the fon o( Ludus, of 
the Mcntinc tribe, and Cains Sempremiu;., the 
fon of Cains, cf the Falcrnian trine, v/cie pre- 

fent. 

whilft the Idumeans were net Jews fiom t'l.t begimni-g, 
but Pbenicians, and Syrians ; but being afterw.ird.s futj- 
dued by the Jew.s, and compcllcil tu be eiieunicilt'd, and 
to unite into one nation, and be fubjeft to the fame laws, 
they were called JetusL Dio alfo fays, as tJte Doan there 
quotes him, from B. XXXVI. p. 37, “'I'h.tt country is 
called Judea f and the people j'tvjs an<l this nanie is giv¬ 
en alfo to as many others as cnibrar c tlx. ir icbglon, though 
of other nations.” But then upon wh.it fourulation fo good 
a governor as Hyreanus took itpon liim to «/«/>’/theft, Idii- 
means, either to become jew,-;, cn to leave their country, 
deferves great confideration. I Aippoft' itwasbr eaufe thev 
had long ago been driven out of the land >of Edom, anti 
had feized on and poticfled the tribe of Simeon, and all 
tlie fouthern parts of the tribe of Jutlah, which was the 
peculiar inheritance of the uorlhippcrs of the true God 
without Klolatty, as the reader may learn from Rdand, 
Palcftin. Part. 1 . p. 154, 305. and from Pridcaux, at die 
vt-ars 740 and 165. 

5 U 
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f’ctit. .The oi'cafion wa; 

ft'iit l)v Mic })C'())'U' of the ]o', 
of and Apoif 

andcr, and Diodorus ilic io 
were "C/od and viruioie; n\e 
to propofc a!)Oiit tli.'t Icnpiie oi irlendthip and 
irnUind afliflanet' wldeti. ftihfiiUHl !)CtVv'ecn them 
and the Uom.uis., and ah'out other piddic afl’airs, 
xv’ho (!ehrcd 'Jiat |oppa, ;uul tit,- havens, and 
( h'l/.ara, and the tinaups [of fordan] an^l the 
fevera'i other cities and countries of theirs, wliicli 
Antioclu.s fiad taken iVom them in the war, 
conlrai-y to the decree of the le’iatc, might he 
be reliored to them ; and that it might n(>t be 
lawfn! l(;r tiie king’:; troops to pals tln'ough j 
their country, and die countries of ihofe that I 
are fuhicel to them; An.d tliat wlial atlcsnpta i 
Anrioc.hus had made during that war, wiihont I 
t.!ie dcc'.c (ifW'e fenate, nfight be nnnic void; 
and tbit tli;y vvi'uM lend airdiafiado)-;;, who 
fhouhi take cate that reOdtiuion be made them 
of xvhat Antioch us had taken from them, and 
that tin V diouid make an rflimate of the con.n- 
try that h.ad been hid waRe in the war; and 
that they would grant tiiem letters of protec¬ 
tion to the kings, and fiee licojp'e, in order to 
tlicir qxdct return home. !t xvas therefore de¬ 
creed, as to iheie points, to rentcw their league 
of friendtliip aixd mutual afiillance with thefc 
good men, and who v.are lent by a good and 
a friendiV peamie.” Ihit 1 hat ;is to the letters 
dehred, their ar.lwer was, thtU the lenate would 
eonfuit alxnit tiial m.'vttcr, when their own af¬ 
fairs wendd give ilxcin leave, ami that they 
would endeavour lor tlie time to cfune, that no 
like inpirv ilaaiild he done them ; and thuit their 
jtretor lAiiius, iitotild give tlaein monc}' out'of 
the public treaiurv to hear their exjieueet; home. 
And thus did Faiuus difmifs the JewdRl ambaf- 
fulurs, and gave tl'.em money out of tlic pub¬ 
lic treafury ; and gave the decree of the fe¬ 
nate ttx thdf.; that were to cnndukl them, and 
to t.ake s'aie U:at they lliould nl!;rn home in 
i'.dely. 

Ahi) tiu.s flood the affiim cd' Ilyrcanus 

Is tli'o tlvcrcc of die Ronnti fciiatc, it i'cemf., that 


the high prieft. But as for king Demetrius, 
wdio hail a mind to make w^ar againil Ilyi- 
cauus, there was no opportunity nor room for 
ii, while both tiie Syrians and the foldiers hear 
Ill-will to him, hccaui’e lie w'as a'^ ill man. Ko- 
wlicn they had font ambafTadors to Ptolemy, 
who was called Pbyfcnn^ that he would fend 
them one of the family of Scleucus, in ordei 
to take the kingdom, and he had feuL tlieii! 
Alc-vander, who was called Zebina^ with an 
army, and there had been a battle betw'ccn 
them, Demetrius xvas beaten in the fight, and 
fled to Cleopatra his wile to Iholemais, Inr, 
his wife would not receive him. He weru 
thence to I’yrc, and was there caug;ht ; and 
wliea he had fufFcrcd much from his enemies 
before his death, he was flain by them. 8o 
Alexander rook lac kingdom, and made a 
league with Hyreanus, xvho yet, wlicn hc 
afterw^ard fought with Antiochus, the Inn of 
Demetrius, wlio was called Grspus, was alio 
licaten in the fight, “and ilaia. 


c y A p. X. 

//oiu, upon the Spuo.rrd betivcai Antiochus Cry- 
pus and Antiochus CyAcenus about the Kinp- 
doniy Hyreanus took Samaria, and utterly dc- 
inoUfJoed it; and hous Hyreanus joined himfclj 
to the See/ of the Saddueces, and left that of 
the Pharifccs. . 

§ i-"^TTHEN Antiochus had taken ,the 
VV kingdom, he was afraid to make 
j war againft Judea, bccaufe he heard that his 
I brother by the fame mother, who was alfo cal- 
! led ylutiothus, was raifing an army againil him 
j out of Cyzicum ; fo he Raid in his own land, 
and refolved to prepare himfelf for the attack 
he expeffed from his brother,, who was called 
CyAicenus^ becaufe he had been brought up in 
that city. He wnis the Ton of Antiocluis, who 
was called Safer, who died in Parthia. Pic 
w'as the brother of Demetrius, the father oi 

Gry- 

thefe nmb.afladors wore fciit from ttie profih' rf the Jr-.i’s, 
US well as from tlieiry r.v.rr or high pritjl Hyreanus^ 
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Book XIIT, 


iniun tlic Ion 
suns tl-.e fc'u of Alex- 
of j.don, wbo 
hid lomewhat 




Cn.\p. X. ANTI Q^U I T I E S OF THE JEW S. 449 

Crypus ; for it had fo liappened, that one and |] R.nnaria, and lliut thrin ayain 'ivdilun tlic wal 
the lame Cleopatra was married to two, who tiil tltev were forced '.o foul f .r tlic fame An- 


werc hrcUiren, as wc have related clfewlicrc. But 
Antiochus Cyziccnus coming into Syria, con- 
"K-»;:ed^maiiy‘yqars at war with his brother. 
Now Hyreanus lived all this while in peace ; 
For alter the death of Antiochus, he revolted 
Iroro the Macedonians; nor did he any longer 
pay them the lead regard, either as their fub- 
jeC't, or their friend ; but his affairs were in a 
very improving and flourilhing condition in 
the limes of Alexander Zebina, and efpccially 
under thefc brethren ; for the war which they 
laid with one another gave Flyrcanus the op¬ 
portunity of enjoying himfelf in fuclca quietly, 
infomuch, that he got an immenfe quantity of 
money. However, when Antioclius Cyzice- 
lUis diftreffed his land, he then openly flicw'ed 
v.hat he meant. And when he law that An- 
liochns was dclliriKe of Fgyptian auxiliaries, 
and that !)oth he and his brother were in an 
ii condition in the draggles they luid one with 
anothei, he defpifed them both. 

e. So !'made an expedition againd Samaria, 
which was a very drong city ; of whofe }n'c- 
ient name Scbajlc^ and its rebuilding by Herod, 
wc Ihali fpcak at a proper time ; But he made 
his attack agaiad it, and bedeged it with a 
great deal of pains ; for he was greatly difplca- 
fed with the Samaritans for the injrrrics they 
had done to the people of Marifia, a colony of 
the Jews, and confederate with them, and this 
in compliance to the kings of Syria. When 
he had therefore drawn a ditch, and built a 
double wall round the city, which were foui- 
fcore furlongs long, he fet his fens Antigonus 
and Arldobulus over the dege, whicii brought 
the Samaritans to that great didrefs by famine, 
that they were forced to cat what ufed not be 
eaten, and to call for Antiochus Cyzicenus to 
help them, who came readily to their adidance, 
hilt was beaten by Aridohulus ; and wlien he 
v,as purfued as far as Scythopolis by the two 

urethsen, he got away : So they returned to 

• 

* Dc.in Pridcaux lakes notice at the year 130, that 
Jnfliti, in a;J:''cwTi< r.t with jofephus, lays, “ The power 
oj" ihi Jtw;; w.'.i now qvown fo that after tins An- 


tiocluis a iccoiul lime to help il:ern, who pre- 
curctl about jix thoufnul me;') from .Iholcniy 
Lathyrus, wltich were leni them w.ithout bis 
mother’s confent, who had then iu a manner 
turned him out ol liis govt rument. With tiicle 
Egyptians Antiirchus tful at drd over-run anti 
rawigc the country c>f H) ivami;: after (he man¬ 
ner of a robber ; for l;c tlnrd not iiicct iiim in 
j the face to light with him, as not having an 
j army lufficicnt lor that purjiolc ; but only from 
tliis luppolal, that, by thus ImraiTiug; his land, 
he diould force J lyrcanu:; tt> lail'c the liege of 
Samaria : but becaufc In. fell into iiiaus, and 
lod many of bis uddiers titere, lie went awav 
to IVijioIi, and ccjinmittcd the profecnlion oi 
the war ag:iiad llte Jews to Callimatider and 
F.picrates. 

3. Bi/t as to (lallimandcr, he attacked the 
enemy too ralidy, and was put to Ibgln, and 
dedroyed immcdiatelv ; and as to Fpicrates, he 
was fuch a lover of mt'iu )', that he openly bc- 
tra) cd Scyibnptdis, and otliev places n.ctir it, to 
the jews, but was not able to make them railc 
the liege of Samaria. And when Hyreamis Itad 
taken that city, which was luu doitc til! after a. 
year’s licg'c, he was not contented with doing 
that only, but be demclilbcd it cntirciy, anci 
brougiit rivuL'ts to it to drown it; for he dug; 
luch bollotvs as might let the wa.ler run mider 
it; nay, lie took away the verv mar!:sthat there 
had ever been luch a city there. Now a very 
furpri/ing thing is related of this high pried. 
Flyrcanus, how Hod came to tfifxuirfe with 
him : For they fay, that on the very iiime day 
on which liis fons fouglit with Antiochus Cy- 
zicenus, he was alone iu the teinple, as liigli 
pried, offering, inecnie, and heard a tcf'ce, 
That “ liis fons had jisdtiicn CAerc'^-me Au'do- 
chus.” And this he ojtenly deck red Lcferc all 
the multitude upon his coming tatt of tiie tern- 
jtlc ; and it acetaciingdy proved true ; Ami in 
this podure were the affairs of II\rcanu;. 

tiocliHS they would not bc. i any Tihy:',!'.'oii, a s . c >' ■ 
tlicm, and tli.it til y fet up .lyovti ini. ut cl ;!a..i t' i' 
aud infcitcd Syii.i wiili prc.it v,,o.-A 



45 ^ 


Book XIII. 


ANTI Q^U I TIES OF THE JEWS. 


4. Now it happened at tliis time, that not 
only thofe Jews who were at Jeruhilem and in 
Judea were in profperity, but alfo thofe of them 
that were at Alexandria, and in Egypt, and 
Cyprus; for Cleopatra the queen was at vari¬ 
ance with her fon Ptolemy, who was called La- 
thyrus, and appointed for her generals Chelcias 
and Ananias, the fens of that Onias who built 
the temple in the prefedure of Heliopolis, like 
to that at Jerufalem, as we have clfcwhere rela¬ 
ted. Cleopatra intrufted thefe men with her 
army; and did nothing without their advice, 
as Strabo of Cappadocia alfclls, when he faith 
thus, “ Now the greater part, both thofe that 
came to Cyprus with us, and thole that were 
font afterward thither, revolted to Ptolemy im¬ 
mediately ; only thofe that were called Onias's 
party, being Jews, continued faithful, becaufe 
their countrymen Chelcias and Ananias were in 
chief favour with the queen.” Thefe are the 
words of Strabo. 

5^. However this profperous hate of affairs 
moved the jews to envy Hyreanus ; but they 
that were the worft difpofed to him were the 
* Pharifecs, who are one of the feds of the 
fews, as we have informed you already. Thefe 
have lb great a power over the multitude, that 
when they fay any thing againll the king, or 
-igainfi the high prieft, they are prcfently be¬ 
lieved. Now Hyreanus was a difciple of theirs, 
and greatly beloved by them. And when he 
once invited them to a fcalf, and entertained 
them very kindly, when he faw them in a good 
humour, he began to fay to them. That “ they 
knew he was defirous to be a righteous.man, 
and to do all tilings whereby he might pleafe 
God, which wastlic profeflion of the Pharifees 

* The orijiipal of (he Ractitucees, a confiderablc par¬ 
ry among (he Jews, heinj; contained in (his and the two 
follow iiif; fciftions, take Dean Prideaux’s note upon this 
tlicir fiid public appearance, which I fuppofc to be true : 
“ tlyvcaniis, i'avs lie, went over to the jiarty of the Sad- 
.dnc'-t's, that is, hy embracing their doftrine againll the 
tiadiciour, of the clJcrs, added to the W'ritten law, and 
made of C(]iial authority with it, but not their doctrine 
agiird tlie rcfurrec'tion and a future ftate ; for this can¬ 
not be (uppofed of fo good and righteous a man as John 
•Jlvtcanus is faid to be. It is moll probable, that at this 
lime the S.uldiK'ees had gone no hirther in (b ■ d-dlrines 
of that feet than to de.'iy all their unverh’.:. :■ 


alfo. However, he dcfired, that if they ob- 
ferved him offending in any point, and going 
out of the right way, they would recall him 
back, and corretft him.” 6 n which occalion 
they atteflcd to his being enf:, eiy vii'iu...L..-. ; 
with which commendation he was well pleafetl. 
But flill there was one of his guefts there, whole 
name was J Elcazar, a man of an ill temper, 
and delighting in feditious pradliccs. This niait 
faid, “ Since thou defired to know the truth, 
if thou wilt be righteous in earneft, lay down 
the high priefihood, and content thyfelf with 
the civil government of the people.” And 
when he defired to know for what caufe he 
ought to lay down the high priefihood ? the 
other replied, “ We have heard it from old men, 
that thy mother had been a captive under the 
reign of Antiochus Epipbanes.” This ftory 
was falfe ; and Hyreanus was provoked againll 
him ; and all the Pharifecs had a very great in¬ 
dignation agalnfl him. 

6. Now there was one Jonathan, a very 
great friend of Hyreanus, but of the febl of 
the Sadducees, whofe notions are quite contra¬ 
ry to thofe of the Pharifees. He told Hyrea¬ 
nus, That “ Eleazar had cafl fuch a reproach 
upon him according to the common fentiments 
of all the Pharifees, and that this would be made 
manifeft if he would but afk them the queftion, 
What punifhment they thought this man do- 
ferved ? for that he might depend upon it, that 
the reproach was not laid on him with their ap¬ 
probation, if they were for punilhing him as 
his crime deferved.” So the Pharifees made 
anfwer, That “ he deferved ftripes and bonds, 
but that it did not feem right to punifh re¬ 
proaches 

which the Pharifees were fo fond of; for Jofephus men¬ 
tions no other difference at this time, between tliem: 
Neither doth he fay, that Hyreanus went over to die Sad¬ 
ducees in any other particular than in the abolifliing of 
all the traditionary conflitutions of the Pharifees, which 
our Saviour condemned as well as they.” [At the year 
108.] 

+ This Jlandcr, that arofe from a Pharifee, has been 
preferved by their fucceffors the Rabbins to theft later 
ages } for Dr Hudfon affures us, that David Gantz, in Jiis 
chronbiogy, S. Pr. p. 77. in Vorftius’s verfion, relates 
that Hyreanus’s motlicr was taken caini.c ;:i -mount Mo- 
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proaclu's with death.” And indeed tlie Phari- 
ices, even upon other occalion^;, are not apt to 
he fevertiin puniihments. At this gentle fen- 
Tcncc I lyrcanus was very-angry, and thought 
that 'JTs iillt/nrep)roached him by their appro- 
I)alion. It was this Jonathan wiio chiclly irri¬ 
tated !iim, and inllucnced him lo far, that he 
made him leave the juirty ol tlic Idiaril'ccs, and 
aholilh the decrees tliey had impofed on the 
pce'pie, and to punilh tliolethat oblerved them, 
i'rointliis iburce arofc tiiat hatred whicli he and 
his Ions met witlt irom tlic multitude ; but ol’ 
diefc matters we dtall fpoak hereafter. What 
I would now- explain is this, that the i’harifees 
Jiave delivered to the people a great many oh- 
lervances by iuceeifion from tlieir fathers, whieli 
arc not written in the law-s of Moles ; and for 
tliat rcalon it is that the Saddueees rcjedl; them, 
and fay, that we arc to efteem thofe obfervan- 
ces to be obligatory which are in the wuitten 
wort!, but are not to obferve what are derived 
from the tradition of our forefathers. And con¬ 
cerning thefe things it is that great dilputc!^ and 
diferences have arifen among them, while the 
iSadduccc.s arc able to perfuade none but the 
rich, and have not the populace oblctpilous to 
them, but the Pharifees have the multitude of 
their fide. But about thefe two feds, and that 
of the Efllms,- I have treated accurately in the 
fecond book of jcw-illi alfairs. 

7. But wlien Uyreanus had put an end to 
this I'edition, he after that lived happily, and 
adminiflred the government in the bell manner 
Jolr thirty-one years, and then * died ; leaving 

-^•Ilrre ends tlie liigli prieflhood ami the life of thiarv- 
ccllcin pcrfoii John Hyreanus; and together with him tlie 
ihivt-nu-y, m divine government of ihc jewith nation, 
and its eoncoinitanl oracle by Urirn. Now follow:, the 
profane and tyrannical jewifh tnotiarcfjY, lirll of the Aiia- 
inoncaris or Maccabcas, and then of licrod the Great, the 
Idumean, till the coming of the MoITiah. See the note on 
Antiq. 11 . III. ch. viii. 9. Hear Strabo’.mcdimony on 
this uccafion, 1 >. XVI. p. ydr, 762. “ Tliufe, f.iys he, 
fl'.at fiK'ceedcd Mofes continued for fonic time in earuefl:, 
b.jih in rigliteous aftions, ami in piety ; but after a while, 
thcra wete others that took upon them the high jmicllhood ; 
:it lirll fnperllitiouR, and afterward tyrannical perfons. 
Such a projdiet was Mofes, and thofe that fucceeded him, 
beginning in a way not to be blamed, but changing for the 
evorfe. And when it openly appeared that the govern- 


T II E j i: w r. 4;t 

beldind him live luiis. !b I'/c; < !i-, - o;,”.! i v 
(.mu! worthy of the lln .e go, .iteii jn o. iiisg-, 
die ggivermneul of his iisiiou, the di'Miiig 01 
the liieji priellb.ood, and progdu'x-; ioi (!oJ 
was wuh him, and enabled lum to '.111*10' luOi- 
ririe.'-. ; and to foretel tb.is in pa'! pint 

to Ills two el..!ell Ion,-., !:.■ loreudd that ilng 
would not long coiitimie Ir t!i.a gcivoi umeiit (o 
jiulilie alLiirs ; whole null.tp.p^': at,iliioplie t'.dll 
be worth om-deferiptijti, th.',; v m w I'lema; 
leani bow very much l'ie\' mteiiorto 

their ladieih. happincis. 
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Ihr'O yinfiuhiihis^ •to.A.v/ l<r hj.i /,b ■ (b;- 

j vcrtiiiu'itt^ jiij} uf all f:,!! a l-a: oa, /;/,■ 

I HcaJ^ a/iil IVjs tnajl laifbayrrlie i ravl n las 
I Mother and bis Jhrd.rei/ ; and ,ift.'> 

be bad /lain ylnti^omts, be biuijelf dti 



N ’’ 0 \V when tluir fid..,- i lyr. .mus was 
dead, tlie ddell fb:. bold..bolus, in¬ 


tending to change the tgovernno n* intu a king¬ 
dom, I’or fo he rcf'olvcd to do, liifi of ail jim a 
diadem on Ids head, lour hundred eigiitv a.nd 
one years and tlirei; mcmtlis aller die jicopdic 
had been delivered frc>m ihe Ihibyloidlh lia- 
very, and were returned to tlieir own country 
again. 'Phis Arlllobulus loved his next brother 
Antigonus, and ticatcd him n.s Ids ecjual, liui 
the others he lield in bonds, l ie alfo call Id-, 
mother into prifon, beeaule fhe difputed the 


govern¬ 
ment was lieroiiK' tyrannical, Alexander .e, tin- nrfi ;i:at 
fet liphinifelf tnr .1 kingmtkad of a [nictl atid In:. I r ■; 
j were Hyreanus and Arillohulu:,.'’ All in ai;reeiM'-i;t r-.-itfi 
I jofephus, excepting this, lljat ‘itrabn onuis the !:i;t I lee 
I Arillohulus, who icignctl Inn a (aiglc yi ,ir, leer;',;. hariWy 
j to have come to hij knowledge. Jcnr imitrd doci. Aiillt.- 
i bulus, the fon of Alevtinder, pret'end the a.rneol 

hng was taken helore llis fatt.i .■ Aiex.imhr took it hitnreif, 
Antiq. D. XIV. ch. iii. f 2. .'-.i :: alfo diap. xii. y i. 

which favour Srraho aid'. .'Ynd indeed, il \i c ni.iy jmlgc. 

1 fro in the very diireunt ehaiailc’-.s ol the i'.gyptiiii le.cs 
under high priell-s, anil oi the P.aleltiiic jewv under kiiig', 
in the two next centuries, we mav welt fuppoh’, tii.it the 
divine Shcihinnt was icmi'vcd ittto I'gypt, and tli.it the 
worlhippcr.s at the temple ol ()n!,,s were better men than 
thofe at iIjc temple of |crul..le<r,. 
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gt)vcrni:!cat widi liim ; for liyrcanus liad left 
her to be iiiiilreih (4 all. hie alio proceeded to 
that dei'iee (.h ijar'oarlty, as to kii! her in prifon 
vvitli luirigcr ; nay, lie was a!ieualed from his 
hroUi' P Anti'■(>1111-; hv calumnies, and added 
him to iht; tell v 4 >om he llcw ; yet he feemed 
to liave an .ihli iion I'or him, and made him a- 
ho\ c the la il apail ner with him in the kingdom. 
'I'hCiV t.'dinnuies iie at iirfl did not give credit 
t(>, p.ivllv [>ccanle he loved him, and io tlid not 
gi\c ht.d to what was laid agaiidl liim, mid 
pardiy L'cc.iiiie he lltonghl the repioaehcs were 
ilerivcd jroia the envy of the relaters. But 
■when An:ie,onu;; was (,ncc returned from 
the artnv. aini thal Ic.dl wa:> tlien at hand, 
when they m^hc tabernacles to [ tiie luiiiour of] 
God, it iianpcned that Arillobulns was fallen 
fick, and that Anligomss went u]) inoft i'plen- 
didly adorned, and witli his ioldiets about him 
in tlicir armour, to the temple, to celebrate the 
fcafl, and to pul up many prayers for the rc- 
c wery oi his brother, Vidien linne wicked per- 
lous, who had a great mind to raife a differ¬ 
ence hctvveen the brethren, made tile of this 
opportunity of the pompous appearance of ''-n- 
ligonus, and of tlic gi'cat aflions he Iiad done, 
and went to the king, and j])itclully aggravated 
the pompous ihew of his at tlic leali, and pre- 
lendeu (liaf :dl ihele circum i.anees W'cre not 
like thole of a private peric-n j that thefe ac¬ 
tions were indications of an affctflion of royal 
authority; and that his coming with a ilrong 
iiody of men mn.ii lie with an iutenlion to kill 
him ; and ti'.at lus waay of reafoning was this, 
that it was a filly thing in him, wliile it avas 
in his power to reign himfeif, to look upon 
it as a great iavour that he was honoured with 
a lower dignity by his brother. 

2. Akistobulus yielded to thefe imputa¬ 
tions ; Init took care, both that his brother 
fliould not lufpedl him, and tliat he himfeif 
might not run the hazard of his owm fafety : 
So iw ordered his guards to Uc in a certain 

* Ilcncc VC inny Icani, dial the ElTcns pretended to 
} ive rule'-, v hereby men might forctcl things to come, and 
iliji fill, bid.is the Eden taught thole rules to his fcholars; 
li e. cv'ae'.hc; liieir pretences were of an aftrological or ma- 
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place that was underground and dark (he him¬ 
feif then lying fick in the tower which was called 
ylntoNiti) ; and he commanded them,, that, in 
calc Antigonus came in to him unarmed, they 
ihonld not touch any body, but.^-drme-'.J,;'’t,hyw 
Ihotdil kill him ; yet did he fend to Antigonus, 
atul dclire that he would come imarmed : Bitt 
the queen, and thole that joined with her in 
the plot againlt Antigonus, perfuaded the me!- 
fenger to tell him the direbl contrary; how his 
brother had heard that he had made himi'elf a 
line fuit of armour for war, and dcfired him to 
come to him in tliat armour, that he might fee 
lunv line it was. 8o Antigonus lufpeding no 
treachery, but depending on the good-will oi 
his brother, came to Arillobulns armed, as he 
uled to be, wdth his entire armour, in order 
to Ihcw it to him ; hut w'hcn he was come at 
a place which was called Strato's ^'ower^ wdierc 
the pahage happened to be exceeding dark, tlue 
guards ilev\' him ; wliich death of his demons¬ 
trates, that nothing is ftronger than envy and 
calumny, and that notliing docs more certainly 
divide the good-will and natural aifedions of 
men than thole paflions. But here otie may 
take occaiion to wonder at one ]udas, who 
w-ar. of the led of the Effens, and who never 
milfed llie truth in his predidions ; for thie 
man, when he iaw Antigonus palTing by the 
temple, cried out to his companions and friends, 
who abode with him as his * fcholars, in order 
to learn the art of foretelling things to come. 
That “ it was good for him to die now, fmcc 
he had fpoken falfcly about Antigonus, wlio 
is ftill alive, and I fee him paffing by, although 
he had foretold he lliould die at the place cal¬ 
led StrcHo s To^vcr that very day, wdiile yet 
the place is fix hundred furlongs off, where he 
had foretold he fliould b& flain ; and ftill this 
day is a great part of it already paft : fo that 
he was in danger of proving a falfe grophet.” 
As. he was faying this, and that in a melan¬ 
choly 

gical nature, which yet in fuch religious Jews, who-were 
utterly forbidden fuch arts, is no way probable, or to any 
hath Col, fpoken of by the later Rabbins, or otherwife, 
I caryiot tell Sge Of the .War, B. II. ch. viii. ^ I2. 
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dioly mood, the news came that Antigonus 
was ilain in a place underground, which itldf 
was alfo,called Si rate's Tozvcr, or of the fame 
name with that Celarea which is feated at the 
fe.r '':'lu§"v\‘''ajt put the prophet into a great 
diforder. 

3. But Ariftobulus repented immediately of 
this llaughter ot his brother ; on v/hich account 
-his difeafe increafed upon him, and he was dif- 
tnr!)ed in his mind, upon the guilt of fueh 
wickednels, infomuch, that his entrails were 
corrupted by his intolerable pain, and he vo¬ 
mited blood : at w'hich time one of the fervants 
fliat attended upon him, and w^as carrying his 
blood away, did, by Divine Providence, as 1 
cannot but fuppole, flip down, and Ihed part 
of his blood at the very place where there wmre 
Ipots of Antigonus’s blood there Ilain, flill re¬ 
maining ; and when there was a cry made by 
the fpcctators, as if the fervant had on purpofe 
ihed the blood on that place, Ariltobulns heard 
it, and enquired what the matter was ? And as 
they did not anlwer him, he was the more ear- 
ncll to know what it was, it being natural to 
men to fufpedl that what is thus concealed is very 
bad : So upon his threatening, and forcing them : 
by terrors to fpeak, they at length told him the j 
truth ; whereupon he flaed many tears, in that 
diforder of mind wdiich arofe from his con- 
feioufnefs of what he had done, and gave a deep 
groan, and faid, “ I am not therefore, 1 per¬ 
ceive, to be concealed from God, in the impious 
and horrid crimes I have been guilty of, but a 
fudden punilhment is coming upon me for the 
Ihedding the blood of my relations. And now, 
O thou mod impudent body of mine, how long 
wilt thou retain a foul that ought to die, in 
order to appeafe the ghofts of my brother and 
my mother ? Why doft thou hot give it all up 
at once ? And why do I deliver up my blood 
drop by drop to thofe whom 1 have fo wicked¬ 
ly murdered ?” In faying which laft words he 
died, having reigned a year. He was called a 
lover^of the Grecians; and had conferred many 

'* Thercafon why Hyreanus fuQFored not this fon of his 
whom he did not love to come into Judea, but ordered 
him to be brought up in Galilee, is I'uggcftcd by Dr Hud- 
loa, that Galilee was not thecffieJ fo loppy and well cu!- 
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j bencliis on his own connlrv', and juadc war 
j againll Iturca, and added a grec.t jvirt of it to 
I judea, and comT'clIcd ilic inliahilants, if they 
i would continue in that countrv, to ho circum- 
' ciled, .aiul to live acct'rding to the |c\v'fh laws, 
i He was natundly a man of candotir, and t-f 
great modefly, as Strabo bears witnefs, in the 
name of Timagenes ; who favs thus, “ This 
I man was a pcriun of candour, and very fcrvicc- 
i able to the jews ; lor be added a eounlry to 
them, and (jbtained a ]>ait ol the nation ol’tbc 
Iturcansfor them, and itound tliem to tlicm l>v 
the bond of the eircumciriost of their eciiital.s.” 


C H A P. XII. 

Ilo'iV Alexander^ 'udjcn he had taken the Govern- 
nient^ made an Kxpeditiun a^ainjl Ptuhnnais^ 
and then raifed the S'u'^e^ out of' Pear of Pto¬ 
lemy Lathyrns ; and hoiv Ploleni]' made IVar 
againf him, becanfe he had fent to G/ropatra, 
to perfuade her to make IVar agai/Jl Ptolemy, 
and yet pretended to be in Priendjhip vcith 
him, 'ivhen he beat the fews m the Battle. 

§ I- 'V^^PIKN Ariftobulur, was dead, his 
V » wife Salome, who by the Greeks 
was called Alexandra, let his brethren out of 
prilbn (for Ariftobulus had kept them in bonds, 
as- we have Arid already) and made Alexander 
Janneus king, who w'as the luperior in age, 
and in moderation.. 'Phis child happened to be 
hated by his father as foon as he was born, and 
could never be })crmittcd to come Into bis la¬ 
ther’s light till be died. 'J’he occafion of 
which hatred is thus reported : When Flvrcanus 
chiefly loved the two eldcll of his fons, Anti¬ 
gonus and Ariftobulus, God appearerl to Ijim 
in his fleep, of whom he enejuired, Avhich r 
his fons Ihould !)C his lucccffor ? Djroa (,h;d\ 
rejrrefenting to him the courUcnatice of Alex¬ 
ander, lie was grieved that he was to be the 
heir of all his goods, and I'ufiercd him to be 
brought up in * Galilee. However, God did 

not 

tivnteda country a;s Juc'ca, Matt, xxvi. yt;. ji.J., \L,;. ca, 
ii. y. ultiKii'gli .nioUier obvi(,ui ic.iU'ii o'i-iux, .i:.- , 
tliat lie was f-tuli'-r out cl his f.;yht i:i G-.Lkc Ce.a l.c 
vt'ult! have been in Jude.:. 
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not (lereivc Hyrcanus; for after the death of 
AvHlobuluvS, he certainly took the kingdom ; 
and one of his brethren, who affefted the king¬ 
dom, he flew ; and the other, who chofe to 
live a private and quiet life, he had in eftcem. 

2. WiiEN y\lexandcr jannens h.ad fettled the 
government in the manner that he jiulged beft, 
he made an expedition againft Ft(derri.ais ; and 
having ovcreoinc the men in battle, he fhut 
them up in the city, and fat round about it, 
and beiieged it ; for of the maritime cities there 
remained only Ptolcmais and fia/.a to be con- 
(juered, bcfidcs Strato’s Tower, and Dora, which 
were held by the tyrant Zoilus. Now while 
Antiochus Philomctor, and Antiochus who was 
called 6)’r-hr7///.r, were making war one againft 
another, and dcRroying one another’s armies, 
the people of Ptolemais could have no afliftance 
from them ; hut when they were diftrefled with 
this liege, Zoilus, who polleiTcd Strato’s Tower, 
and Dora, and maintained a legion of foldiers, 
and on occafion of the conteft between the 
kings, afl’edlcd tyranny himfclf, came and 
brought i'omc fmall affillance to the people of 
Ptolcmais ; nor indeed had the kings fuch a 
fricndllfip for them, as that tlicy fliould hope 
for any advantage from them. Both thole 
kings w'cre in the cafe of wreftlers, who find¬ 
ing ihemfelvcs deficient in flrcngth, and yet 
being alhamed to yield, put off the fight by la- 
zinefs, and by lying flill as long as they can. 
The only hope they liad remaining was from 
the kings of Egypt, and from Ptolemy Lathy- 
rus, who now held Cyprus, and who came to 
Cyprus when he was driven from the govern¬ 
ment of Egypt by Cleopatra Ids mother : So 
the people of Ptolemais fent to this Ptolemy 
I.atliyrus, and delired him to come as a con¬ 
federate, to deliver them, now tliey were in fueh 
danger, out of the hands of Alexander. And 
as the amhafTidors gxive him hopes, that if he 
would pals over into Syria, he would have the 
pco[ile of (laza on the fide of tliol'e of Ptole- 
inaia ; as alfo, lliey laid that Zoilus, and bc¬ 
fidcs tliefe, the Sidonians, and many others, 
would allift them ; fo he was elevated at this, 
and got his fleet ready as foon as pofTiblc. 
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3. But in this interval Demenetus, one tlrat 
11 was of abilities to perfuade men to do as he 
|| would have them, and a leader of the popu- 
I lacc, made thofe of Ptolemais changg thoir o- 
! pinions; and laid to them, TEtrr’^’it Wtfi-het-- 
I ter to run the hazard of being fubjeift to the 
j jews, than to admit of evident flavery by dc- 
I livering tbcmfclvCvS up to a mailer ; and befuies 
I that, to have not only a war at prcfcr.r, but ro 

expedl a much greater war from Egy]>'i. ; for 
that Cleopatra would not overlook an army 
railed by Ptolemy for himfclf out of the nc'gii- 
I bourhood, but would come againft tlicm wiih 
a great army of her own, and this hecaufe fne 
was labouring to ejedt her ion out ci’ Cyprus 
alfo : that as for Ptolemy, if he fail oi his 
hopes, he can ftill rcilre to Cyprus, but that 
they will be left in the greatefl danger pollible.” 
Now Ptolemy, although he had heard of tlic 
change that was made in the people of Ptolc¬ 
mais, yet did he ftill go on with his voyage, 
and came to the country called Sycamine^ ancl 
there let his army on fhore. This army of his 
in the whole, horfe and foot together, were 
' about thirty thoufand, with which he marched 
near to Ptolemais, and there pitched his camp : 

, But when the people of Ptolemais neither re- 
j ceived his arobalTadors, nor would hear wliat 
! they had to fay, he was under a very great 
: concern. 

4. But w'hcn Zoilus, and the people of Ga¬ 
za, came to him, and defired his affiftance, be- 

I caufe their country was laid waftc by the Jews, 
and by Alexander, Alexander raifed the fiege 
for fear of Ptolemy : And when he had drawia 
ofl'his army into his own country, he ufed a 
ftratagem afterwards, by privately inviting Cle¬ 
opatra to come againft Ptolemy, but publicly 
pretending to defirc a league of friendftiip and 
mutual affiftance with him ; anft promifmg to 
give him four hundred talents of filver, he dc- 
ilred that, by way of requital, he would take 
off Zoilus the tyrant, and give his country to 
the Jews. And then indeed Ptolemy, with 
pleafure, made fuch a league of friendflup'with 
Alexander, and fubdued Zoilus; but when he 

after- 
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afterward heard, that he had privately fcnt to 
Cleopatra his mother, he broke the league with 
him, wl\ich yet he had conllrmed with an oath, 
and it'll upon him, and beiieged Ptoleinais, bc- 
canlh It not receive him. However, 

leaving his generals with Ibinepart of his forces 
to go on witl} the fiege, he went himfelf im¬ 
mediately with the reft to lay Judea wafte ; 
and when Alexander undcrllood this to be 
Ptolemy’s intention, he alfo got together about 
fifty thoufand foldiers out of his own country ; 
nay, * as fome writers have faid, eighty thou- 
faiul. He then took his army, and went to 
meet Ptolemy ; but Ptolemy fell upon Afo- 
chis, a city of Galilee, and took it by force on 
the Sabbath-day, and there he took about ten 
thouland flaves, and a great deal of other 
prey. 

5. Hi! then tried to take Sepphoris, which 
was a city not far from that which was deflroy- 
cd, but lort many of his men ; yet did he then 
go to fight with Alexander, which Alexander 
met him at the river Jordan, near a certain 
place called Saphoih [not far from the river 
Jordan] and pitched his camp near to the ene¬ 
my. He had however eight thoufand in the 
firft rank, which he ftyled Hecatontomachi^ hav¬ 
ing fliields of brafs. Thofe in the firft rank of 
Ptolemy’s foldiers alfo had (hields covered with 
hrafs: But Ptolemy’s foldiers in other refpeds 
were inferior to thofe of Alexander, and there¬ 
upon were more fearful of running hazards ; 
iiut Philoftephanus, the camp-mafter, put great 
courage into them, and ordered them to pafs 
the river, which was between their camps: Nor 
did Alexander think fit to hinder their paffage 
•^over it; for he thought, that if the enemy had 
once gotten the river on their back, that he 
Ihould the eafier take them prifoners, when 
they could not flee out of the battle: In the 
beginning of which, the ads on both fides, with 
their hands, and with their alacrity, were a- 

• From ihefe, and other occafional expreflions, drop¬ 
ped by Jofephus, we learn, that where the facred books 
of the Jews were deficient, he had fevcral other hiftories , 
then-extant, but now moft of them loft, which he faithful¬ 
ly followed in his own hiftory: Nor indeed hare we any , 
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like, and a great flaughter was mi h; bv 'joth 
the armies ; but Alexander was I'upcri.)! , til! 
Pliilofte[)hanu3 opportunely brought up t'lc aux • 
iliarics to help thofe that w'-r-j giving- wav , 
but as there were no auxiliaries to ahbn! help 
to that part of the Jew-s that gave way, it leii 
out that they fled, and thede near them did not 
affift them, but fled along with them. How¬ 
ever, Ptolemy’s foldiers aflcd quiie otherwifc; 
for they followed the Jews, and killed them, 
till at length thofe that ilew' them pnrfued aftci.* 
them, when they had made them all run awgay, 
and flew them fo long, that their weapons of 
iron were blunted, and their hands quite tired 
with the ilaughter ; for the report was, that 
thirty thoufand men were then (lain. Tima- 
gcncs fiys they were fdiy thoufand. As for 
the reft, they were part of them taken captives, 
and the other part ran away to their owm 
country. 

6 . After tins viftory Ptolemy over-ran all 
the country; and when night came on, be a- 
botle in certain villages of Judea, which when, 
he found full of women and children, he com¬ 
manded his foldiers to flrangle them, and to 
cut them in pieces, and then to caft them into 
boiling caldrons, and then to devour their 
limbs, as facrifices. This commandment was 
given, that fuch as fled from the battle, and 
came to them, might fuppofc their 'enemies 
were cannibals, and eat men’s flcfli, and might 
on that account be ftill more terrified at them 
upon fuch a fight. And both Strabo, and Ni¬ 
colaus [of Damafeus] affirm, that they jufed 
thefc people after this manner, as 1 iiave alrea¬ 
dy related. Ptolemy aHb took Ptolcmais by 
force, as we have declared elfewhere. 


C H A P. 

other records of thofe times, relating to Judea, that can 
be compared to thefe accounts of Jofephus, though wlten 
we do meet with authentic fragments of fuch origirvtl re¬ 
cords they almoft always confirm his hiftory. 

521 
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Hotv yfIcK.nuthr, ^ upr.n I hr Lcappuc of mutual 'j 
Defence ivb'icb C!i >pjtrii bad ae(rred •with | 
//iw, made an Kxfcditi'ai agairji Celtfyria, ^ 
and vltcrlM (jvertljrciv the City ofGa'za; and j 
boiv hejlciv many ten Thoujands of the fews j 
that rebelled aoalnjl him : Alf concerning j 
^Intiorbus Cry pus ^ SeleuaiSy ylntiarbus Cy- ! 
•zicenns, Antioch ns Pins, and others. 

^ !• CIcopatni faw that her Ton j 

W was grown great, and laid Judea 
wafte, vvhliout dlflurhance, and had gotten the i 
city ol Gaza under his jower, flu: rei'olved no 
longer to overlook wliat he did, when he was 
almofl at her gates ; and Ihe eoneliided, that 
now he was lo much ftronger thaji bel'oie, he 
would he very delirous of the dominion over 
the Egyptians; hut flic immediately marched 
againfl him witli a licet at fca, and an army of 
foot on land, and made Chclcias and Ananias 
the Jews, generals of her ivhole army, while 
llie lent the greateft part of her riches, her 
grand-children, and her teftament, to the peo¬ 
ple of * Cos. Cleopatra alfo ordered her fon 
Alexander to fail with a great fleet to Phenicia ; 
and when that country had revolted, flie came 
to Ptolcmais, and bccaufe the people of Ptolc- 
mais did not receive her, flic hefiegcd the city: 
But Ptolemy went out of Syria, and made 
hafle into Egypt, fiippoling that he Ihould find 
it deflitutc cd aii army, and loon take it, 
though he failed of his hopes. At this time 
Chclcias, one of Clcmpatra’s generals, happen¬ 
ed to d;c in Cclelyria,. as he was in juirfuit of 
i’loiemy. ■ 

2. Cleopatra heard of her Ion’s at^ 

tempt, and that his Egyptian expedition did 
7iot fuecced according to her expecfations, ftie 
lent thither part of her army, and drove him 
cut of that country ; lo when he was return¬ 
ed out of Pigypt again, he abode, during the 
winter, ::t Ga/a, in whicli time Cleopatra took 
the garrilba that was in Ptolemais by fiege, as 

* This city or illaiul ijes, is not that remote ifland iti 
the-Kg ran fca, far.ions for the birth of tlie great Hippo- 
i-ratep, bin a city or bland of the fame name, adjoining to 
Egypt, nicntioiitd both by Stcphaiica and• ihc'.emy, as 1 


well as the city: And when Alexander came 
to her, he gave her prefents, and fuch marks 
of refpeft as were but proper ; flnee under the 
thc mil'erlcs he endured by Ptolemy 1 ’ 

other refuge but her. Now there.\ 
of licr friends who perfuaded li<?fTo f 

ander, and to over-run and'take po- 

the country, and not to fit ftill and fee luch a 
multitude of brave Jews fubject to otic man. 
But Ananias’s counfel was contrary to theirs^ 
who laid. That “ lEe would do an unjuft ac¬ 
tion if ihe deprived a man that was her ailv 
of that authority which belonged to him, aui 
this a man who is related to us ; for, laid he, 
1 would not have thee ignorant of this, that 
what injufticc thou doefl. to him will make ai; 
us that are Jews to be thy enemies.” This de- 
fire of Ananias Cleopatra complied willi, and 
j did no injury to Alexander, but made a league 
j of mutual afliftance with him, at Scythopolis, 

I a city of Celefyria. 

3. So when Alexander was delivered front 
the fear he was in of Ptolemy, he prelently 
made an expedition againfl; Celefyria. He al¬ 
fo took Gadara, after a fiege of ten months. 
He took alfo Amathus, a very ftrotig fortrefs 
belonging to the inhabitants above Jordan, 
where Theodorus, the fon of Zeno, had his 
chief treafure, and what he efteemed moft pre¬ 
cious. This Zeno fell unexpeiStedly upon the 
■Jews, and flew ten thoufand of them, and fei- 
zed upon Alexander’s baggage;, yet did not 
this misfortune terrify Alexander, but he made 
an e.xpedition upon the maritime parts of the 
country, Raphia, and Anthedon (the name 
of which king Herod afterwards changed to 
Agrlppias) an-d took even that by force ; but 
when Alexander faw that Ptolemy was retired 
fi'om.Gaza to Cyprus,, and his mother Cleopa¬ 
tra was returned to Egypt, he grevv angry at 
the people of Gaza, becaufe they had invited 
Ptolemy to affift them, and befieged their city, 
and ravaged their country. But as Apoliodo- 

tur,. 

I)f ITiuIfon inform^! u.?. Of which Cos, anti the treafurcr. 
there laid up Tty Cleopatra and the Jews, fee Antiti. B. 
XIV. .ch.ip, vii. § 2. 
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tu ^, ilxc general of the army of Gaza, fell upon, 
the camp of the Jews by night, with two thou- 
i.iml foreign, and ten thoufand of his own for- 
■ ''s, while the night lafted, thole of Gaza pre- 

liled, bccaufe tiic enemy was made to believe 

at it was Ptolbmj who attacked them ; but 

ben day was come on, and tliat raiilake was 
correfted, and*thc Jews knew the truth of the 
matter, they came back again, and fell upon 
ihoi'e of Gaza, and Hew of them about a thou- 
farid : But as thole of Gaza ihnitly refilled them, 
and would not yield for either thci,r want of 
any thing, nor for tlic great multitude that 
were Haiti (for they would rather fuflcr any 
iiardlhip vvhatevcr than come under the power 
of their enemies) Aretas, king of the Arabians, 
a perion then very illuflrious, encouraged them 
to go on with alacrity, and promiled them that 
he would come to their affiilance; but it hap¬ 
pened, that before he came, ApoIIodotus W'as 
ilain ; for his brother Lyfimachus, envying him 
for the great reputation he had gained among 
ih.e citizens, Hew him, and got the army all 
together, and delivered up the city to Alexan¬ 
der } who, when he came in at firll, lay quiet, 
but afterward fet his army upon the inhabitants 
of Gaza, and gave them leave to punifh them : 
So foinc went one way, and feme went ano¬ 
ther, and flew the inhabitants of Gaza; yet 
were not they of cowardly hearts, but oppoled 
ihole that came to flay them, and flew as many 
of the Jews; and foine of them, when tliey 
law themfelves deferted, burnt their own houfes, 
tliat the enemy might get none of their fpoils; 
nay, Ibmc of them, with their own, hands, 
flew their children, and their wives, having 
no other way but .this of avoiding flavery for 

* Tliis account of tho death of Antiochus .Grypus i ; 
confirmed by Appian, Syriac, p. 132. here cited.by Spau- 
heim. 

f Porphyry fays, that this Antiochus, Grypus reigned 
bat 16 years, as Dr Hudfon obferves. 

X The copies of Jofephus, botli Greek and Latin, have 
here fo groLly falfe :i reading, Jintiochus and Antomnus, or 
AntiAvs Pius, for Antiochus Pius, that the editors arc 
forccd.fo coneff the text from the other hiftorians, wlio 
all agree that this king’s name was nothing more tliAn 
Antiochus Pius. 

!1 Thcfc fvo brothc"-, Antiochus and Philippus, are 


them ; but the fenators, who were in all five 
huiulred, fled to xApoHo’s unip!c (ior tins at¬ 
tack happened to be mad.c as tiiey were lining) 
wliom Alexander flew ; and when he bad ut¬ 
terly overthrown their city, lie rctnrnctl to jo- 
rulaiem, having fpent a year in tbal ficgc. 

4. About this very time ’ Antioehns, wbn 
was called Grypus, died. Ili.-ideatli wa-, call ¬ 
ed by licraclcoii’.s treaclierv, when lie had li\- 
ed forty-live yc.ars, and liad reig’ien' '|' twenty- 
nine. liiy ion Scleucus lucceeded liini in the 
kingdom ; and made war with Antiochus, Ihc 
father’s brotlier, who was called Jintiochus Cy- 
Jicenus, and beat him, and took him prlfoncr, 
and flew him. But afreV a while J Antiochus, 
the fon of Cyzicentis, who was called Pius, 
came to Arrfdtis, and put the diadem on Itis 
own head ; and made war with. Scleucus, and 
beat hirh, and drove him out of all Syria. But 
when he fled out of Syria, he came to Mop- 
fueftia again, and levied money upon them ; 
but the people of Mopfueflia had indignation 
at what he did, and burnt down hi.s palace, and 
flew him, together with his friends. But when 
2\ntiochiis, tlie fon of Cyzicentis, was king of 
Syria, || Antiochus, the brother of Selcueus, 
made war upon him, and was overcome and 
dcllroycd, he and his army. After liim his 
his brother Philip put on the diadem, and 
reigned over fome part of Syria ; but Ptolemy 
Lathyrus fent for his fourth brother, Demetrius, 
who was called Euccrus, from Cnidus, and 
made him king of Damafeus. BothJtliele bro¬ 
thers did Antiochus vcheinenUy oppofe, hut 
prefently died ; for when he was come as an 
auxiliary to § Laodice, queen of the Gileatlires, 

wlicn 

failed tnvtns by Porpliyry i tlic lourth brother v-as king of 
Damafeus : Podi wliicii aic die obfervations of -Spaniuiiii. 

§ This Lacclicea was a city of Gilead heyo !id Joid.n;. 
Hovvcvci, Porjihyry fays, that this Antiochus Pius did 
not die in this battle, but running aw.iy, was drowned in 
the ri-v'cr Orontes. Appi.m fays, that he w-as deprived of 
tlic kingdom of Syria by Tigrancs ; but I’orphyry rnakt s 
this Laodice queen of the Calamans ; All whicl. is iiouil 
by Spanheim. In futh confnfion of the later hillcn.in;, 
we have no renfon to prefer any of dieni before Jt f.plun; 
wliodiad mere oiiaiiial ones before him. 
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■avhcn l]>c was making; war nf^alnft the Parthians, 
•and he was flghrinj^ couragcotifly, he fell, 
while Demetrius and Philip governed Syria, as 
-hath been elfewhere related. 

5. As to Alexander, his own people were 
feditious-againft him ; for at a fellival which 
Avas then celebrated, when he flood upon the 
.altar, and was going to facrillce, the nation 
rofe upon him, and pelted him with citrons, 
[which they then had in their hands, bccaufe] 
the law of the Jews required, that at the feaft 
,of tabernacles every one fhould have branches 
.of the palm-tree and citron-tree; which thing 
we have elfewhere related. They alfo reviled 
him, as * derived from a captive, and fo un¬ 
worthy of his dignity, and of facrificing. At 
this he was in a rage, and flew of them about 
iix thoufand. He alfo built a partition wall of 
wood,round the altar, and the temple, as far 
as that partition within which it was only law¬ 
ful for the priells to enter, and by this, means 
he obflrudled the multitude from coming at him. 
Pie alfo maintained foreigners of Pifidia and Ci¬ 
licia ; for as to the Syrians, he was at war with 
them, and fo made no ufe of them. He alfo 
overcame the Arabians, fuch as the Moabites, 
and Gileadites, and made them bring tribute. 
Moreover, he demoliihed Amathus, while 
1 Theodorus durft not fight with him ; but as 
he had joined battle with Obedas, king of the 
Arabians, and fell Into an arabufh, in places 
that were rugged and difficult to he travelled 
over, he was thrown down into a deep valley, 
by the multitude of the camels, at Gad.sra, a 
village of Gilead, and hardly efcaped with his 
litc. From thcncchc fled to Jerufalem, where, 
befides his other ill fuccefs, the nation infulted 
him, and he fought .againft them for fix years, 
and flew no fewer than fifty thoufand of them. 
And,when he defired that they would defift 
from their ill-will to him, they hated him fo 
much the more, on account of what had alrea¬ 
dy happened ; and when he afked them what 
he ought to do, they all cried out. That “ he 

* 'riiis reproach upon Alexander, tliat he was fptSBJg 
fiom a captive, feems only the repetition of the old 3raa- 
rihiical caltuniiy upon his father, chap. x. J 5. 
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ought to kill himfelf.” They alfo fent to De¬ 
metrius Hucerus, and defired him to make a 
league of mutual defence with them. 
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How Demetrius Eucerus overceime Jlexamler, 
and yet in a little Time retired out of the 
Country for Fear of the Jews : As alfo how 
Alexander few many of the jews, and there¬ 
by got clear sf his Troubles. Concerning the 
Death of Demetrius. ^ 

§ i.OO Demetrius came with an army, and 
O took thofe that invited him with him, 
and pitched his camp near the city Shechem ; 
upon which Alexander, with his fix thoufand 
two hundred mercenaries, and about tw^enty 
thoufand Jews, who were of his party, wei t 
againft Demetrius, who had three thoufand 
horfemen, and forty thoufand footmen. Now 
there were great endeavours ufed on doth lides ; 
Demetrius trying to bring off the mercenaries 
that were with Alexander, becaufe they were 
Greeks, and Alexander trying to bring off the 
Jews that were with Demetrius. However, 
when neither of them could perfuade them fo 
to do, they came to a battle, and Demetrius 
was the conqueror, in which all Alexander’s 
mercenaries were killed, when they had given 
demonftration of their fidelity and courage. 
A great number of Demetrius’s foldiers w'crc 
flain alfo. 

2. Now as Alexander fled to the mountains, 
fix thoufand of the Jews hereupon came toge¬ 
ther [from Demetrius] to him, out of pity at 
the change of his fortune : Upon which De¬ 
metrius was afraid, and retired out of the 
country; after which, the Jews fought againfl. 
Alexander, and being beaten, were flain in 
great numbers,in thefeveral battles Which they 
had : And when he had fhut up the mofl; 
jiowerful of them in the city Bediome, he 

be- 

t This Theodorus was .-the fon of Zeno, was in 
pofleflion of Amathus, as we learn from § 3. foregoing. 



befieged them therein; and when he had taken 
the city, and gotten the men into his power, 
he brought them to Jerufalem, and did one of 
the moft barbarous actions in the world to 
them ; for as he was feafting with his concu¬ 
bines, i.i the fight of all the city, be ordered 
about eight huiidftd of them to be crucihed, 
and while they were living he ordered the 
throats of their children and wives to be cut be¬ 
fore their eyes. This was indeed by way of j 
revenge for the injuries they had done him; I 
which puniflxment yet was of an inhuman 
nature, though we liippol'e that he had been 
never fo much diftreffed, as indeed he had been, 
by his wars with them; for he had by their 
means come to the lall degree of hazard, both 
of his life and of his kingdom, wdiile they w'ere 
not fatihfied by themfelvcs only to fight againfi 
him, but introduced foreigners alfo for the lame 
piirpofe : nay, at length they reduced him to 
that degree of necefiity, that he was forced to 
deliver back to the king of Arabia the land of 
Moab and Gilead, which he had fubdued, and 
the places that were in them, that they might 
not join witli them in the war agairlft him, as 
they had done ten thoufand other things that 
tended to aflVont and reproach him. However, 
rfiis barbarity fccins to have been without any 
ncceffity, on which account he bare the name 
of a * Thrac'uni among the Jews ; vthereupon 
the foldiers that had fought againft him, being 
about eight thoiiland in number,-ran away by 
night, and continued fugitives all the time that 
Alexander lived ; who, being now freed from 
any farther difturbance from them, reigned the 
reft of his time in the utmoft tranquillity. 

3. But when Demetrius was departed out of 
Judea, he went to Berea, and befieged his bro¬ 
ther Philip, having with him ten thoufand foot¬ 
men, and a thoufand -horfemen. However, 
Strato, the tyrant of Berea, the confederate of- 
Philip, called in Zizon, the ruler of the Ara¬ 
bian tribes, and Mithridates Slnax, tl?c ruler 

* Till'S'name Thracida, -which the Jews gave Alcjcaiuler, 
mutt by the coherence denote as harharous rr a Thranany 
orToineW'Iiat lilc' ii : hn'. >.rha0.it properly figaifies is not 
knnv'ii. 
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of the Parthians, W'ho coming with a great 
number of forces, ami hefieging Demetrius iu 
his encampment, into which they had driven 
him with their arrows, tliey compelled thofe 
that were with him by thirftto deliver upthem- 
felvcs. So they took a great many I'poils out 
of the country, and Demetrius himfelf, whom 
they fent to Mithridates, who was then king 
of Parthia; but as to thole whom they took 
captives of the people of Antioch, they reftored 
them to the Antiochians without any reward. 
Now Mithridates, the king of Parthia, -had 
Demetrius iu great honour, till Demetriufi end¬ 
ed his life by ficknefs. So Pinlip, jirdently 
after the light was over, came to Antioch, and 
took it, and reigned over Syria. 


CHAP. XV. 

How Hutioebus, who was called Diouyfus^ and 
after him Arctas^ made Expeditions into fn- 
dea : yis alfo how Alexander took many CJd/es, 
and then returned to ferufalcm ; and after a 
Sicknfs of three Tears died ■, and what Conn- 
fel he gave'to y'Ucxandra. 

§ I* FTER this, Antiochus, wlio was 
/~\ called f Diouyfns^ and was Philip's 
brother, alpired to the dominion, and came to 
Damafeus, and got the power into his hands, 
and tlicre he reigned; But as be was making- 
war againft the Arabians, Lis brother Philip 
heard of it, and came to Damafeus, where 
Milefius, -who had been left governor of the 
citadel, and the Damafeens themfelves, deliver¬ 
ed up the city to him : yet becaufe Philip was 
become ungrateful to him, and had btftowed 
upon him nothing of that, in hopes whereof 
he had received him into the city, bur had a 
mind to have it believed that it was rather ui - 
livered up out of fear than by the kindnefs of 
Milefius, and becaufe he bad not rewarded 

him 

. fSpanheim taker, notice, that th’': Aiitioclius Dionj-fus 
[the ferothcr of Philip, and (jf Denn trius Puccjus, :ui« of 
nvQ others} was the hltli fon of Antiochus Grypuf, ; ar.d 
•tliat he-isiftvlC'i o! ’ 'f coins jfwA, kuj A} iphancs Dionyfus, _ 
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him as he ought to have done, he becanae fuf- 
peihed by liitn, and fo he was obliged to leave 
D.iniafcus again ; for Milehus caught him 
marching out into the Hippodrome, and fhut 
him up in it, and kx'pt Daraafeus for Antio- 
chus [Eucerus] ; who, liearing how Philip’s af¬ 
fairs Itood, came back out of Arabia. He alfo 
came immediately, and made an expedition 
againft Judea, with eight thoufand armed foot¬ 
men, and eigb.t hundred hurlemen. So Alex- 
aruler, out of fear cf his coming, dug a deep 
ditch, beginning at Cliabarzaba, which is now 
called Antipatr'is^ to the Tea of Joppa, on wliich 
part only his army could be brought againft 
him. He alfo raifed a wall, and erctlcd wooden 
towers, and intermediate redoubts for one hun¬ 
dred'and fifty furlongs in length, and there ex¬ 
pelled the coming of Antiocluis ; but he foon 
burnt them all, and made his army pafs by 
that way into Arabia. The Arabian king [A- 
retas] at hrft retreated, but afterward appeared 
on the liKlclcn with ten thoufand horfemen. 
Antiochus gave them the meeting, and foxight 
defperately ; and, indeed, wlxcn lie had gotten 
the viflory, and was bringing fome auxiliaries 
to that part of his army that was in diftrefs, he 
was (lain. When Antiochus was fallen, bis 
army fled to the village Clana, where the great- 
eft part of them perilhed by famine. 

2, After him ■* Aretas reigned over Ccle- 
fyria, being called to the government by thofc 
that held Damalcus, by reafon of the hatred 
they bare to Ptclcmy Menneus. He alfo made 
thence an expedition againft Judea, and beat 
Alexander in battle, near a {dace called yld'ida • 
yet did he, u{)On certain conditions agreed on 
between tKcni, retire out of Judea. 

p.. But Akxander marched again to the 
city Dios, and took it ; and then made an 

” This Aretss was the hrft king of the Arabian;', wlio 
took Damafc'.is and reigned there ; Which name became 
afterwards eoinnion to iucb Arabian kings, both ul Fetra 
and at Darnafens, as wc learn from jofephus in many 
plaef ' and Irom St Paul, 2 Cor. xi. 32. See the note 
ou Amin. Ik ^ 

f We " t litre and clfewhere take notice, thatwhat- 
tever loiinnIts or cities the Afamoneaus eonquered from 
any of the nciglibouring nations, or whatever countries or 
tities tiny gained from them, that had jnot belonged to 
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expedition againft Efla, where was the heft 
part of Zeno’s treafures, and there he encom- 
pafted the place witli tlirce walls ; and whem 
he had taken the city by fighting, he ' -d 
to Golan and Seleucia ; and when h 
ken thefe cities, he, befides them, 
valley which is called the valley of .ra-*.. 
as alfo the fortrefs Gamala. ,EIe alfo ac- 
cufed Demetrius, who was governor of thofc 
places, of many crimes, and turned him out 
And after he had fpend three years in this 
war, he returned to his own country, when, 
the Jews joyfully received him, upon this his 
good fuccefs.. 

4. Now at this time the Jevrs were in pof- 
feftion of the following cities that had belonged 
to the Syrians and Idumeans, and Phenicians : 
At the fea-fide, Strato’s Tower, Apollonia, Jop¬ 
pa, Jamnia, Alhdod, Gaza, Anthedon, Ra- 
{ahia,.and Rhinocolura; in the middle of the 
country, near to Idumea, Adora, and Marilk 
fa ; near the country of Samaria, mount Car¬ 
mel, and mount Tabor, Scythopolis, and Gada- 
ra ; of the country of Gaulonites, Seleucia, and 
Gabala ; in the country of Moab, Helhbon, 
and Medaba, Lemba, and Oronas, Gelkhon, 
Zara, the valley of the Cilices, and Pella ; 
which laft they utterly deftroyed, becaufe its 
f inhabitants would not bear to change their 
religious rites for thofc peculiar to the Jews. 
The Jews alfo poflefled others of the principal 
cities of Syria, which had been deftroyed. 

5. After this, king Alexander, although he 
fell into a diftemper by hard drinking, and had . 
a quartan ague, which held him three years, 
yet would not leave off going out with his ar-. 
my, till he was quite fpent with the labours he 
had undergone, and died in the bounds of Ra- 

gaba,, 

th’.'m before, they, after the days of Hyrcamis, compelled 
the inhabit<ints to leave their idolatry, and entirely to re¬ 
ceive the law of Mofes, as profelytes of juftice, or elfc 
banifhet! them into other lands. That excellent prince, 
John llyrcanus, did it to the Idumeans, as I have noted on 
dun. ix. 1. already, who lived then in the pvomtfed land.. 
am) this 1 fuppofe juitly; but by what right the reft dia" 
't, t vvn to countries or cities that were no p-ait of'that 
land,* 1 do not at all know. This looks too like unjuft; 
perfecution for religion,, 
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gaba, a fortrefs beyond Jordan. But when 
)\is queen faw that he was ready to die, and 
had no longer any hopes of furviving, fhe came 
to him weeping, and lamenting, and bewailed 
hcnielf, and her fons, on the defolate condition 
Uic;, IhorlJ be left in; and faid to hiiir, “ To 

aom doll thou thrtrs leave me, and my chil¬ 
dren, who are deftitutc of all other fupports, 
and this when thou knowcft how much ill-will 
thy nation bears thee ?” But he gave her the 
following advice. That “ Ihc need but follow 
what he would fuggeft to her, in order to re- I 
tain the kingdom fecurely, with her clnldren ; I 
that fhe fhould conceal his death from the fol- ! 
diers, till flic fhould have taken that place; af¬ 
ter tills, file fhould go in triumph, as upon a 
vidlory, to Jerufalem, and put fome of her au¬ 
thority into the hands of the Pharifees ; for that 
they would commend her for the honour fhe 
had'donc them, and would reconcile the nation 
U) her; for he told her, they had great auino- 
rifv among the Jews, both to do hurt to I'uch 
as they hated, and to bring advantages to thc/e 
vo whom they were friendly difpofed ; f ir tliat 
they are then believed beft of all liy the muld- 
tude when they fpeak any fevere thing againft 
others, though it be only out of envy at them. 
And he laid, that it was by their means that 
lie had incurred the difpleafure of the nation, 
whom indeed he had injured. Do thou there¬ 
fore, faid he, when thou art come to Jerufalem, 
fend for the leading men among them, and 
fhew them my body, and, with great appear- 

* It feems by this dying advice of Alexander Jr.iineus 
to hib wife, that he had himfelf purfued the meafurcb of j 
Ills father Hyreanus, and taken part with the Sadducres, j 
who kept clofe to the written law, againit the I’h.irifecb, j 
who had introduced their own traditions, chap. xvi. ^ 2. I 
a.nd that he now faw a political necclllty of fubniitliug to | 
the Pharifees, and their traditions hereafter, if his widow 1 
and family minded to retain their monarchical govern- j 
menty or tyranny over the Jewilh itatioii; Which feji yet, | 
thus fuppprred, were at lafl; in great meafure the ruin of j 
the religion, government, and nation of the Jew;,, and ] 
hrouglit them into fo wicked a Hate, that the vengeance j 
of Gotl came upon them to their utter cxcifion. jnil thus 1 
didTaiphas politically advif: the jewilh fanhedrim, Joh. j 
xi. 50. <^hat it luas i-xpedicnt for them that one man jhonul 1 
die for the people, nnd that the whole nation perif mt; and 
•tins in confequcnce of their own political fuppofal, ver. 48. 


aricc of fmfccrity, give them leave to ufe it as 
they themfelvcs pleafe, whether they will dif- 
lionour the dead body by refufmg it burial, as 
having fevercly fuffered by my means, or whe¬ 
ther, in their anger, they will offer any other 
injury to that body. Promife them all'o, that 
thou wilt do nothing without them in the af 
lairs of the kingdom. If thou doff but fay this 
to them, 1 lliall have the honour of a more glo¬ 
rious funeral from them than thou couldft have 
made for me : and when it is in their power to 
abuic my dead body, they will do it no injury 
.at all, and tliou wilt rule in fafety.” * So when 
he h,'.d given his wile this advice, he dictl, al¬ 
ter he had reigned tvyenty-lcven years, and liv¬ 
ed llfty years within one. 


C H A P. XVL 


Hotv j^Iexattdra, by ga'itiitig the Good-will nj"iiig 
Fharifec.t, reta-Jicd the Kittgdotn nine Years ; 
and then, havi/’f done many gloriuns yltlions. 


died. 


§ I. Alexandra, when Ihe had taken the 

fortrefs, atffed .as her huff),and had 
fuggefted to lier, and fpake to the Pharifees, 
.and put .all things into their power, both as to 
the dead body, and as to the affairs of the 
kingdom, and thereby pacified their anger a- 
gaiuff Alexander, and made them bear good¬ 
will and liiondlhi]) to him ; who then came a- 

inong 


;h.:f yz/vv /.'/ Jefm al'.nr, with hib nhr:iclcs, all men would- 
believe oil him, and thi Romant would eorne and lake away both 
their plan and nation. Whicli pohucul ci ucilixiointf jefus 
of N.iraretli brought down tlic vengeaiux ol Gotl upon 
tlion, und occnfioncd thofc vci y Romanb, of wliom tliey 
feemed fo innch afr.iid, that to prevent it they put him to 
death, atHuaily to eome aial t.iLe away both tinir place and 
nation within 38 years aftcrw.ird.s. I heartily wHh the po¬ 
liticians of cliriltcndom would confider thefe and the hkc 
exarnjdes, and no longer facrificc all virtue .and religion 
to their pernicious fehemes of government, to the bring¬ 
ing down the itidgmenls of God upon themfclvc';, and the 
ihvtra! nations intrufted to their care. Hut thi,'. is a digref- 
Ijoii : I wilh it were an unlc.iionablc one all.'. Jof.-phus 
liimfc'If feveral times makes fuch iligrcliiotrs, and I.lu.rc 
venture to billow him. hcc one of them at the conalrli'c; 
of the very next clijfitcr. 
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xnong the' Inultitudc, and made fpeeches to 
them, and laid before them the aftions of Al¬ 
exander, and told them, that they had loft a 
•righteous king; and by the commendation they 
gave him, they brought tivcm to grieve, and 
to be in heavinefs for him ; fo that he had a 
funeral more fplcndid than had any of the 
kings before him. Alexander left behind him 
two fons, Hyreanus and Ariftobulus, but com¬ 
mitted the kingdom to Alexandra. Now as to 
thefe two fons, Hyreanus was indeed unable 
to manage public afiairs, and delighted rather 
in a quiet life ; but the younger, Ariftobulus, 
was an adive and a bold man; and for this 
•woman herfclf, Alexandra, flie vvas loved by 
the multitude, bccaufc Ihc feemed difplcafcd at 
the offences her hufband had been guilty of. 

2. So file made Hyreanus high prieft, be- 
caufc he was the elder, but much more becaufe 
he cared not to meddle with politics, and per¬ 
mitted tlic Pharifecbto do every thing; to whom 
alfo Ihc ordered the multitude to be obedient. 
She alfo reftored again thofe pra< 3 :ices which the 
the Pharifees had introduced, according to the 
traditions of their forefathers, and which her 
fathcr-in-Iaw Plyrcanus had abrogated. So 
fhe had indeed the name of tlic Regent^ but 
th,? Pharifees had the authority ; for it w'as 
they who reftored fuch as had been banifli- 
cd, and fet fuch as wcie pril'oncrs at liberty; 
and, to fay all at onto, they differed in no¬ 
thing from loids. Idowever, the queen alfo 
look care of tlie affairs of the kingdom, and 
got' tc'gether a great body of mercenary foldicrs, 
•and iiu rcaled her own army to fuch a degree, 
that ilie bc.ame terrible to the neighbouring 
tyraigs, and took hoftagci. of them : And the 
country was cntiie'y at peace, excepting the 
Pharifees ; for they difturlied the queen, and 
defircd that the would kill thofe who perfuaded 
Alexander to Jlay the eight hundred men ; af¬ 
ter which they cut the throat of one of them, 
Diogenes ; ,»nd after him they did the fame to 
fcvcral, one after another, till the men that 
were tlie moft potent came into the palace, 
and Ariftohulus with them; f' • fecTrcvdy-c) 
be difplcafed at what was i’ ^ u d ii ^ '.r- 


cd openly, that if he had an opportunity, he 
would not permit his mother to go on fo. 
Thefe put the queen in mind, “ what great 
dangers they had gone through, and 
things they had done, whereh) 
raonftrated the firmnefs of their f 
mafler, infomuch, that th^y hat 
greateft marks of favour from him : And they 
begged of her, that flic would not utterly blail 
their hopes, as it novc happened, that W'hcn 
they had efcaped the hazards that arofc fiom 
their [open] enemies, they were to he cut off 
at home by their [private] enemies, like hiutc 
beafts, without any help wliatfoevcr. They 
faid alfo, that if their adverfaries wmuld be fa- 
tisfied with thofe that had been flain already, 
they would take wdiat had been done patiently, 
on account of their natural love to their govern¬ 
ors ; but if they muft cxpe<ft the fame for ,thc 
future alfo, they implored of her a diffniffion 
from her fervice; for they could not bear to 
! think of attempting any method for their 
! deliverance without her, but would rather die 
I willingly before the palace gate, in cafe flic 
w'ould not forgive them. And that it was a 
^ gieat fliame, both for themfelves, and for the 
queen, that when they were neglcdled by 
her, they fhould come under the lafli of her 
, hufband’s enemies; for that Arctas, the Ara¬ 
bian king, and the monarchs, 'vimuld give any 
reward if they could get fuch men as foreign 
j auxiliaries, to whom their very names, before 
their voices be heard, may perhaps be terrible : 
But if they^ could not obtain this their fecond 
requeft, and if flie had determined to prefer 
the Pharifees before them, they ftill infifted, 
that flie would place them every one in her for- 
treffes; for if fome fatal demon hath a con- 
ffant fpite againft Alexander’s houfe, they would 
be willing to bear theif part, and to live in a 
private flat ion there.” 

3. As thefe men faid thus, and called upon 
Alexander’s ghoft for comniiferatlon of thofe al¬ 
ready flain, and thofe in danger of it, all the 
hycTtandcrs brake out into tears: But Arlftobii- 
j lo > v'hkfly made m.'tnlfeft, wepe‘ibiis fenti- 
b ' , * ments. 
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mciit 3 , and ufed many reproachful expreffions 
to his mother [faying] “ Nay, indeed, tlie cafe 
is this, that they liave been themfclves the au¬ 
thors of their own calamities, who have per- 
’■•’Occl a .roman, who, agaiuft reafon,- was 
...ad with ambitior^, to reign over them, when 
tlicrc were fon? in the ilow er of their age fitter 
for it.” So Alexandra, not knowing what to 
do with any decency, committed the fortreffes 
to them, all but ilyreania, and Alexandrium, 
and Macherus, where her principal treafurcs ’ 
•were. After a little while alio, llic fent her i 
lim AriHobulus, with an army to Damalcus, i 
againll Pttilemy, who was called Menneus^ who 
was I’uch a bad neighbour to the city ; but he 
did nothing confulcrable there, and lb returned 
home. 

4. About this time news w^as brouglit that 
I’igrancs, the king of Armenia, had made 
an irruption into Syria with * live humlrcd 
tlioufand foldicrs, and wars coming againll Ju¬ 
dea. This new's, as may well be fuppoled, 
terrified the queen, and the nation. Accord¬ 
ingly they fent him many and very valuable 
jircfents, as alfo arnbafi'adors, and that as he 
was helieging Ptolcmais ; for Selene the queen, 
the fame that waas alfo called C7c6y^i7/ri7,ruled then 
over Syria, who liad perfuaded the inhabitants 
to exclude Tigranes. So the Jewifh ambalfa- 
dors interceded with him, and intreated liira 
that he would determine nothing that was fe- 
vere about their queen or nation. He com¬ 
mended them for the refpcdls they paid him at 
fo great a dillance ; and gave them good hopes 
of his favour. But as loon as Ptolemais was 
taken, news came to Tigranes, that Lucullus, 
in his purfuit of Mithridates, could not light 
qpon him, who was fled into Iberia, but was 
laying wafte Armenia, and befieging its cities. 
Now when Tigranes knew this, he returned 
home. 

* The number of 500,000, or even 300,000, as one 
Greek copy, with the Latin copies, have it, for Tigrancs’s 
army, that came out of Armenia into .Syria and Judea, 
ieen)S much too large. We have had already fcveral fuch 
extravagant numbers in Jofephus’s prefent copies, which 
•are not to be at all afcribed to him. Accordingly I in¬ 
cline to Dr Hudfon’s emendation here, which luppofes 

rlu’m Knt /lo.ooo. 


5, Aft EH this, when tlic queen was ft Uen 
into a tkuigci'ous diilempci, Aiailobulus rcfolvcd 
to attempt the feizing of the ■'ovcrtimcat ; lo he 
dole away fecretly by night, with tmly one of 
hi.s Icrvants, and went to the loitrcl'l'cs, wIic'a:- 
in his friends, that were fucli fiom tljc d.iys of 
hi.s father, wore fettled: for as lie had been a 
great while dilplcafcd at Ids mothcr'.s condudt, 
fo he was now inucli more alraid, Icll, upon 
her death, their whole lamily Ihould he under 
the power of the Pliarifccs; for he lav.- the in¬ 
ability of lii.s brother, wlio was to fnccccd in 
the government : nor \wis any one cc.RlcioiKs 
ot what he was doing hut only hi.s wife, wluim 
he left at Jenilalcm wnth their ebiidrm. lie 
hrll of all came to Ag.dra, where w.i.s Clalcidcs, 

I one of the potent men before mention, and 
was received by him. ^\^len it was d.-iy the 
queen perceived that Arillolmius wens fieri ; arxl 
; for fome time Ibc fuppofed that his departure 
' was not in order to make any innovation ; Init 
I when meirenger.s c:imc one after an.')thcr, with 
the new.s that be had le.'urcd the lirll pd.'ice, 
the fccond place, and a'i t'nc places (for as loon 
as one had begun they all lubmltted to liis dil- 
pofal) then it was that the (jneen and the iia- 
tion were in the greatell dllorder ; for they were 
aware, that it would not be long ercArillohu- 
lus would l)c able to lettlc bimfelf firmly in the 
government. V/hat they were principally a- 
fraid of wa.s this, tliat he would inflidt ynmifli- 
ment upon them for the mad treatment lus houfc 
had had from them ; So they rcfolvcd to take 
hi,s wife and children into cullody, and keep 
them in the f fortrefs that was over the tem¬ 
ple. Now there was a miglity conflux of peo¬ 
ple that came to Arillobuius from all parts, in- 
fomueh, that he had a kind of royal attendants 
about him ; for in little more than lilfcen days, 
he got twenty-two llrong places, whieii gave 

him 

j This fortrefs, r.iRlc, citadel, or tower, whither the 
wife and children of Aviftobulus were now lent, and 
w'hich overlooked tlic remjdc, couhi be no other than 
what Hyreanus I. built, Aiuiq. B. XVJII. chap. iv. $ 3. 
and Herod the tJreat rebuilt, and called the Tr-w/.K An^ 
Utiia, Antiq. B. XV. chap. xi. § 5. 

6 B 
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him the opportunity of raifuig an army from 
Libaiau^, and Trathonitit^, and the nionarchs; 
for tneu aie cafily led by the greater number, and 
eafily fubmit to them. And belidcs this, that 
by ahording him their affillance, when he could 
not cxpgd it, they, as well as he, ihould hate 
the advantages that would come by his being 
king, bceaule they'had been the occafion of 
hi.s gaining the kingdom. Now the elders of 
the jews, and bureau us with them, went in 
iiatD the queen, and delired, That “ Ihc would 
give them her feutiments about the prefent 
pofture of affairs; for that Arillobulus was in 
effed lord of almoff all the kingdom, by pof- 
feifing fo many ftrong hc lds; and that it was 
abfurd for them to take any counlcl by thena- 
felveS) how ill foever ibc were, wiiile ffie was 
alive ; and that the danger would be upon them 
in no long time.” Bat ffie bid them “ do 
what they thought proper to be done : that they 
had many cireuinllances in their favour ilill re¬ 
maining ; a nation in good heart, an army^ 
and money in their feveial treafuries; for that 
Are had fmall concern about public affairs now, 
when the llrength of her body already failed 
her.” 

6. Now a little while after ffie had faid this 
to them, flic died, when foe had reigned nine 
years, and had in ail lived feventy-thrcc. A 
womarx Ibc was who diewcd no ffgns oi the 
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wcaknefs of her fex ; for fhe was fagacious to 
the greateft degree in her ambition of govern¬ 
ing ; and demonftrated by her at once, 
that her mind was fit for a£) 

Ibmetimes men themfelves ffici 
derftanding they have, by the 
takes they make in point of government; lui 
file always preferred the prefent to futurity, 
and preferred the power of an imperious do¬ 
minion above all things; and in comparifon of 
that, had no regard to what was good, or what 
was right. However, ffie brought the affairs 
of her houfe to fuch an unfortunate condition, 
that file was tiie occafion of the taking away 
that authority from it, and that in no long 
time afterward ; which flic had obtained by a 
vafl number of hazards and misfoi tunes, and 
this out of a defire of what docs not belong to 
a woman, and all by a compliance in her fenti- 
ments with thofe that bare ill-will to their fa¬ 
mily, and by leaving the adminiftralion defii- 
tute of a proper fupport of great men : And in¬ 
deed her management, during her adminiftra- 
tion, while ffie was alive, was fuch, as filled 
the palace after her death with calamities and 
diffurbance. However, although this had been 
her way of governing, Ihe preferved the nation 
in peace. And this is the conclufion of the. 
affairs of Alexandra. 


B' 0 0 k: 
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Containing the Interval of Thirty-two Tears. 

[From the Death of Qiiecn Alexandra to the Death of Antigonus.] 


C H A P. I. 

The War between Arijlohulus and Hyreanus a- 
honi the K'nigdom ; and how they- made an 
Agreement^ that Artjlobnlus Jlmdd be King, 
and Hyreanus live a private Life; as *alfo 
how Hyreanus, a little afterxvard, was per- 
fitadcd by Antipater to fy to Aretas. 

§ It T TF have related the affairs of queen 
\j\l Alexandra, and her death, in the 
' ^ foregoing book, and will now 

Ipcak of what followed, and was conneded 
with thofe hiilories; declaring before we pro¬ 
ceed, that wc have nothing lb much at heart 
as this, that we may omit no lads, cither 
through ignorance or lazinefs; lor wc are upon 
the hiftory and explication of fueh things as 
the greateft part are unacquainted withal, be- 
caufe of their diftance from our times; and we 
aim to do it with a proper beauty of ftylc, lo 
far as that is derived Ixom proper words harmo¬ 
nically difpQfed, and from fuch ornaments of 
fpeech alfo as may contribute to the pleafure of 
our readers, that they may entertain the know.- 
ledge of what wc write with fome agi-ecablc 
liitisfadion and pleafure. But the principal 
febpe that authors ought to aim at above all tlie 
reft, is to fpeak accurately, and to fpeak truly, 
for the fatisladion of thofe that are otherwilc 
unacquainted with fuch tranfadions, and obli¬ 
ged to believe what thefe writers inform them of. 

* Rclatul takes notice here, very juftly, how jofephus’s 
dc“«lar4Llon, that it was his great concern, not only to write 
an agrembte, an accia'ate, and u tfuc liiilory, but alfo dif- 
tijldly i? omi( aTj thin;' [of coafequcnce] cither through 


2. Hyrcanus then began liis high prieft*- 
hood on the third year of the hundred feventy- 
feventh olympiad, when Quintus llortenfius, 
and Quintus Metellus, who was called Metel- 
lus of Crete, were conluls at Rome : when pre*- 
fently Arillobnliis began to make war againft 
him ; and as it came to a battle with Hyreanus 
at Jericho, many of his foldiers defected him-, 
and vrent over- to his brother ; upon which, 
Flyreanus fled into the citadel, where Ariflo- 
Indus’s wife and children were Irnprifoned by 
their mother, as we have faid already, and at¬ 
tacked and overcame thofe his adverfarics that: 
had fled thither, and lay within the walls of 
the temple. So when he had lent a incflagC 
to his brother about agreeing the matters be¬ 
tween them, he laid afide his enmity to him, 
on thefe conditions; that Ariflobulus fliould be 
king, that he fliould live without intermeddling 

I with public afiairs, and quietly enjoy the eftate 
i he had acquired. When they had agreed upon 
thefe terms in the temple, and had confirmed 
the agreement witli oaths, and the giving one 
another their riglit hands, and embracing one 
another, in the light of the whole multitude, 
they departed, the one, Ariflobulus, to the pa- 
i lace, and Hyreanus, as a private man, to the ■ 
former houfe of Ariflobulus. 

3. But there was a certain friend of Hyrca- 
ntus, an Idumean, called Antipatcr, who was 

vetv 

j 

igriorancf, ox lazinefs, iinpiief, that he cocld c.V, conGf!--. 
ently with that refolutimi, omit tlx ir.cnrioa cf ,10 fuuos;;,, 
a nerfon as] Jpn Chnjl. ’ 
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\erv rich, ami in his nature an active and a 
fedirious man ; who was at enmity with Arifto- 
bulhs, and had differences with liinv on account 
of his good-will to Hyreanus. It is true that 
Nicolaus of Damafeus fjys, that Antipater was 
of the flock of the principal Jews who came 
out of Babylon into Judea ; but that affertion 
of liis was to gratify Jdcrod, who was his fon, 
and who, by certain revolutions of fortune, 
came afterwardim^be king ol the Jews, whofc 
liiftory we fhall give yoti in its proper place 
Itereaftcr. However, this Antipater was at 
iarft called yl/itipas, and that was his fatlier’s 
Jiamc alfo ; of whom they relate this, that 
•Iting Alexander and his rvife; made liim general 
of all Idumea, and that he made a league of 
friendfltlp with thofe Arabians, and Gazites^ 
and Al’calouites, that were of his own party^ 
and had, by many and large prefents, made 
them his fall friends. But now, this younger 
Antipater avas fuljiielous of (he power of Arifto- 
hujiis, and was alfaid of fomc mifehief he might 
do him, becaufe of his hatred to him : fo he 
llirred up the moft powerful of the Jews, and 
talked againll him to them privately ; and faid, 
That “ it was unjuft to overlook the conduct 
of Ariflobulus, who had gotten the government 
unrightcoufly, and had ejedled his brother out 
of it, who was the elder, aiul ought to retain 
what belonged to him by prerogative of his 
birth.” And the fame fpecches he perpetually 
made to Ilyrcauus; and told him, that his 
own life would he in danger, unlcfs he guard¬ 
ed himl'elf and got ffiot of Ariftohuhis; for, he 
faid, that the friends of Arlftohiilus omitted no 
opportunity of adviling him to kill him, as be¬ 
ing then and not before fare to retain his princi¬ 
pality. Hyreanus gave no credit to thefe words 
of his, as being of a gentle difpofition, and one 
that did not calily admit of calumnies againll 
other men. I'his temper of his not difpofing 
him to meddle with public affairs, and want of 
Ipirit occailoned him to appear to fpedators 
to he degenerous and unmanly ; while Arifto- 

That the famous Antipater’s, or Antipas’s father, 
%v-,is alfo Antipiitcr or Aniipas (which two map juflly be cf- 
fill (t tlie fame name, the former with a Hn'ek 
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bultis was of a contrary temper, an adivc man, 
and one of a great and generous foul. 

4. Since therefore Antipater faw that H'’’*- 
canus did not attend to whitt b‘=' ' ’ 

ceafed, day by day, to chat 
upon Arillobulus, and to c.f i 
him, as if he had a mind to , aitu ((\ 

by urging him perpetually, he advilbtl luni and 
perfuaded him to lly to Arctas, the king of A- 
rahia ; and promifed, that if he would comply 
with his advice, he would alfo himielf alilll him 
[and go with him.] When Hyreanus Itcard 
this, he faid, that it was for his advantage to 
fly away to Arctas. Now Arabia is a country 
that borders upon Judea. However, Hyreanus 
fe!»t Antipater firll to the king of Arabia, in 
order to rcccii'e afl'uranccs from him, lliat when 
he fhc.uld come in the manner of a fupplicant 
to him, he will not deliver him up to his ene¬ 
mies. So Antipater having received fuel’ al- 
furances, returned to Hyreanus to Jcrufalem. 
A while afterward he took Hyreanus, and 
Hole cut of the city by night, and went a great 
journey, and came and brought him to the 
city called Ptlra, where tlie palace of Arctas 
was ; And as he was a very familiar friend of 
that king, he perfuaded him to bring back 
Hyreanus into Judea ; and this perfualion he 
continued every day, without any remiffion. 
He alfo propofed to make him prelents on 
that account. At length he prevailed with 
Aretas in his fuit. Moreover, Hyreanus pro- 
mifed him, that when he had been brought 
thither, and had received his kingdom, he 
would reftore that country, and thofe twelve 
cities which his father Alexander liad taken 
from the Arabians, which were thefe ; Meda- 
ba, Naballo, Libias, Tharabafa, Agalla, Atffonc, 
Zoar, Orone, Marill'a, Rudda, Lulffj, and Oru- 
ba. 
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or Gentile, the latter with an Hebrew or Jewilh.termina¬ 
tion) Jpfephus here affurcs us, though Eufebius indeed 

favs it wai I-h'rntl. 
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CHAP. 11. 

Jtetas and Hyrcanus made ait Expediiioa 
agahifi Ariftobulus^ and befteged yeriifakni ; 

, the Roman Generaly taifed 

^ ffjTlStege, Cottoning the Dedih of Out as, 

^ I* A F'rEfl thele promifes had been giv- 
\ en to Aretas, he made an expcdil'iou 
againft Ariftobulus, with an army of fifty thou- 
I'and horfe and foot, and beat him in the battle. 
And when, after that vidoiy, many went over 
to Hyrcanus as deferters, Ariftobulus was left 
dei'olatc, and fled to Jerufalem ; upon which, 
the king of Arabia took all his amiy, ind 
made an aflault upon the temple, and be- 
fteged Ariftobulus therein, the people ftill lup- 
poiting Hyrcanus, and aflifting him in the 
r.egc, while none but tlis priefts continued with 
Arillohulus. iSo Aretas united the forces of 
tlie Arabians and of the Jews together, anti 
prefted on the iiege vigoronHy. As this hap¬ 
pened .It the feafon when the feaft of unleaven¬ 
ed bread was celebrated, which we call tlic 
Pajfovery the principal men among the Jews 
left the country, and fled into Egypt. Now 
there was one, whofe name was Onius ; a right¬ 
eous man he was, and beloved of God, who, 

i.n a certain drought, had prayed to God to 
put an end to the intenfc heat, and whofe 
prayers God had heard, and had font them 
rain. This man had hid himfelf, becaufc he | 
faw that this fedition would laft a great -while. 
However, they brought him to the Jewifh 
camp, and deiired, that as by his prayers he 
'had once put an end to the drought ; fo he 
■would in like manner make imprecations on 
Ariftobulus, and thofe of his failion. And ! 
nvhen, upon his refufal, and the excufes that 1 
he made, he was ftill by the multitude coin- j 
.pelled to fpeak, he flood up in the midft of j 
them, and faid, “ O God, the king of the | 
whole world ! (iuce thofe that ftand now’- with j 
me are thy people, and thofe that are belieged 
“TTre alfo thy priefts, I befcech thee that thou 
•wilt neither hearken to ■ the prayers of tiiofe 
againft thefe, nor bring to effed what rhefe_ 


pray againft thofe.” Whereupon, fu'-h wick¬ 
ed Jews as flood about hiir, as foon as ho had 
made this prayer, ftoned him to death. ' „ 

2. But God punitlied them immediately 
for this their barbarity, and took vengeance of 
them for the murder of Ouias, in the manner 
following: While the priefts and Ariftobulus 
werebefteged, it happened (hat the feaft called 
the Faffover was come, at which it is our cuf- 
tom to offer a great number oHacrificcs to God j 
but thofe that were wirii Anftobulus wantetil 
facriflces, and dcfired tliat their countrymen 
without would furnifti them with fucll facriliccs, 
and alTured them they flioukl have as much 
money for them as they lliould defire; and 
when tliey required them to pay a thourand 
drachma; for each head of cattle, Aiiftobulus 
and the priefts willingly undertook to po}- for 
them accordingly, and thofe within let down 
the money over the wall':, and g;avc it them. 
But when the others had received it, th.ey did 
not deliver the facrifiecs, but anived .u that 
lieight of wickedneft as to break the affiiranccs 
they had given, and to be guilty of impiety to¬ 
wards God, by not fuinifldng thofe tli.it want¬ 
ed them with facrifices. And when the priefts 
found they had been cb.cated, and that the agree¬ 
ments tlicy had made were violated, they pray¬ 
ed to Ciod, that he wmdd avenge them on their 
countrymen. Nor did he del.'iy that their pun- 
ifiiment, but font a flrong .and vehement fronn 
of wind that dtftroyed the fruits-of the wiiole 
country, till a modius of wheat was then bought 
for eleven d’‘achmx. 

3. In the mean time Pompey fent ScauiTis 
into Syria, while he w.as himfelf in Armenia, 
and making war with Tigranes : But when 
Scaurus w.as come to Damafeus, and found tint 
Loilius and Metcllushad newly taken thf city, 
he came Iftinfdf haftiJy into Judea. And when 
he was come thither, amb.ailadors came to him, 
both from Ariftobuhts and Hyreanup, and hotU 
dcfired he woultl aftift them. And when both 
of them promifed to give him money, Arifto- 
hulus four hundred talents, and Hyrcanus no 
lefs, hfe accepted of Ariftobulus’s premifd; for 

he 
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he was rich, and had .a groat foul, and derired 
to obtain nothing but wliat was moderate ; 
whereas the other w^as poor, and tenacious, 
and made incredible promifes in hopes of great¬ 
er advantages ; for it was not tlie fame thing 
to take, a city, that was exceeding flrong and 
])Owerful, as it was to ejedt out of the country 
foine fugitives, with a greater number of Na- 
!)at('ai!s, who were no very warlike people. 
He therefore made an agreement with Arillo- 
bnlus, ior the rcafons before-mentioned, and 
took his money, and raifed the hege, and- or¬ 
dered Arctas to depart, or clfc lie Ihould be de¬ 
clared an enemy to the Romans. So Scaurus 
returned to Damaleu;: again ; and Arirtobulus, 
with a great army, made war with Arctas and 
Hyreanus, and fought them at a place called 
Papyro?i, and beat them in the battle, and Hew 
about fix thouland of the enemy ; with whom 
fell Phalion alfo, brother of Autipatcr. 


CHAP. III. 

How Anjiobulus and Hyreanus came to Pornpey., 
in order to argue who ought to have the King¬ 
dom and how, upon the Flight of Ariflohuins 
to the Port refs yllcxandrium, Pompey led his 
Army agaiufl him, and ordered him to deliver 
up the Forlrcffe.s 'whereof be zvas pofejjed. 

I. fk LlTTLl'i afterward Pompey came 
to Damalcus, and marched over Cc- 
lefyna; at which time there came amballadors 
TO him from ail Syria, and Egypt, and out of 
|udoa a'fo ; for AriHolnilns had lent him a great 
luefenr, \v! fieri wa,^ a golden vine, ot the va¬ 
lue of five hundred talents. Now Strabo of 
Cappadocia rr.entions this jirclent in thefe 
word's: “ There came abb an ambaffage out of 

This I'/r';'or fcirn by Stiabo at Rome, 

ii.? intciiption iierc, r.s-if it were the jftt of Alcxan- 
rler, tb.c fat’oer of Aiillohulu', and not of Atiilobulus 
himfeif, to V honi yet Joh-plius nb.-ribfr. itand i:i order 
to prove the tnith uf that part of bis biltoty, introduees 
■Jii,-; telVimany ot .‘nrabo j So ti^at tlie ('i\!;ji,:rv copies fcejii 
'to be here, c it.ber erreneous or detective ; and the original 
leading hems to have been, either inllead of 

.^■ikx.iAti, with t'oe Greek copy, orelfe rtrijhbulus, the fin of 
Alexanthr. '.vltli the J.atili copies-, winch iall fenns to me 
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Jigypt, and a crown of the value of four thou- 
fand pieces of gold; and out of Judea there 
came another, whether you call it a vine or a 
j garden : They called the thing Tercule, Tic 
delight. However, we ourfelves ^''»w that pro 
lent rcpofited at Rome, in *^116 temple of j g 
ter Capitolinus, with this mfetiption, The giji 
of Alexander, the king of the Jews. It was va¬ 
lued at live hundred talents ; and the report is, 
that Ariftobulus, tlie governor of the Jews, feat 
it.” 

2. In a little time afterward came ambaf- 
fadors again to him, Antipater from Hyreanus, 
and Nicodemus from Ariftobulus; which lull 
aifo acculed fuch as bad taken bribes, lirft Ca- 
binius, and then Scaurus, the one three hundi ed 
talents, and the otlier four hujndrcd ; by which 
procedure he made thefe two his enemies, bc- 
i lides thole he had before. And when Pompey. 
had ordered thole that had eontrovcriics one 
with another to come to him in the beginning 
of the fpring, he brought his army out of their 
! winter quarters, and marched into the country 
i of Damafeus ; and as he went along, he demo- 
i lilbed the citadel that was at Apamia, which 
Antioebus Cyzicenus had built, and u.-ok cogni- 
fanee of the country of Ptolemy Menneus, .a 
■wicked man, and not Icfs fo than Dionvlius of 

' J 

Tripoli, who had been beheaded, who was 
alfo his relation by marriage ; yet did he bur 
oft' the punilbment of his crimes for a thoufand 
talents, with which money Pompey paid tlic 
Ibldiers their wages. He alfo conquered the 
place called Lyfias, of which Silas a Jew was 
tyrant. And when he had pafled over the cities 
of Eleliopolis and Chalcis, and got over the 
mountain which is on the limit of Ceiefyria, 
he came from IVdla to Damafeus; and there it 

was 

tlie inoft probable ; For as to A.- lihilliop Ulbcr’fi conpee- 
tures, tli.u Alexander made it, and dedicated it to God in 
in the temple, and that thence Ariftobulus took it, and 
iciit it to Pompey; they are both very improbable, ilnJ 
no way agreeable to Jofepbus, who would hardly have 
avoided the recording both tliofe uncommon point? e f 
biftory, bad be known any thing of them ; nor wut.'O 
j cither the Jewilh nation, or even Pompey himfeif, then 
! leave rtliftied fuch a liagrant inftincc of facrilege. 
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was that he heard the caufes of the Jews, and 
their governors Hyrcaiius and Ariftobulus, 
wl^o were at difference one with another; as 
alfo 'of-the nation agaiiift them both, which 
<Iid not deG'te to be under kingly government, 
I-',-the forin'^j^ government they received 
from their forefathers was that of fubjcdlion to 
tire priells of tRat god whom they worfhipped ; 
and [they complained] tliat thougli thefe two 
were tlie pollerity of priells, yet did they feek 
to cljaiige the government of their nation to 
another form, in order to enllave them. Hyrca- 
nus complained, that although he were the el¬ 
der brother, he was deprived of the prerogative 
of his birth by Ariftobulus, and that he hath 
but a fmall part of the country under him, A- 
riftohtilus having taken away the reft from him 
by force. He alfo accufed him, that the in- 
curlions which had been made into their neigh¬ 
bours countries, and the piracies that had been 
made at fea, were owing to h.im ; and tltac the 
nation would not have revolted, tinlcfs Arillo- 
hnlus had been a man given lo violence and 
difordcr ; and there were no fewer then a 
thoufand Jews, of the heft efteem among them, 
who confirmed this acciifation ; which couhr- 
rnation was procured by Antipatcr. But A- 
riftobulus alledged againft him, that it Vfas 
riyreanus’s own temper, which was inaftivc, 
and on that account contemptible, which caufed 
liim to he deprived of the government ; and 
that for lumfclf, he was nccelfitatcd to take it 
upon him, for fear left it flrould be transferred 
to others. And that as to his title [of king] 
it was no other than what his fatiicr had taken 
[before him.] He alfo called for witnclfcs of ' 
what he laid, fome perfons who were both 
young and infolent: whole purple garments, 
line heads of hair, and other ornaments, were 
detefted [by the court]; and which they appear¬ 
ed in, not as though they were to plead their 
caufe in a court of juftice, but as if tliey were 
marching in a pompous proceilion. 

3. When Pompey had heard the caufes of 
.4»i*clii*two, and had condemned Ariltobnlus for 
his violent procedure, he then Ipake tivilly to 
tliem, and lent them away ; and told them, 
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that when he came again into their c{;un',ry, 
he would fettle all their alfains, alter he liad- 
flrft taken a view of the afiairs of tlie Nabateau!.. 
In the mean time, lie ordered tlicin to he 
quiet ; and treated Ariftobulus civilly., left he- 
lliould make tlic nation revolt, and [linder hie 
return; which yet Ariftobulus did ; for v.'ilh- 
out cxpcdllng any farther determination, v/hlch.. 
Pompey had proraifed them, he went to the 
city Delius, and thence marched into Judea. 

4. At this behaviour Pompey was angry, 
and taking with him that army wlilch he wa.s 
leading againft the Naliateans, and the auxili¬ 
aries that came iVom Damafeus and the othe: 
parts of Syria, with the other Roman legion- 
which he had with him, lie made an expedi¬ 
tion againft Ariftobulus; Hut as he palled !r- 
Pella and Scythopolis, he came to Corea:, wbicli 
is the lirlt entrance into Judea when one palles 
over the midland countries, where he tame to 
a inoft beautifnl foi-li'cfs that was bhilt on the 
top of a mountain called Alexaiulnnm^ wliithcr 
Ariftobulus had ilet!, and thence Pompey fent 
his commands to him, that he Ihould come to 
him. Accordingly, at the perfual'ion of many, 
that he would not make war with the Romans, 
lie came down ; and when he had dilputed 
with his brother about the right to tlie govern¬ 
ment, he went np again to the citadel, as Pom¬ 
pey gave him leave to do ; and this he did two 
or three limes, as ftattei'ing hiinlelf with the 
hopes of having the kingdom granted him ; fo 
that he ftill pretended he would obey Pompey 
in v.diatfocvc-r he commanded, although at the 
lame time he retired to his lortrcls, that he 
raigl’.t not deprefs hiinfclf too low, and that he 
inigl'.t be prepared for a war, in cafe it lliould 
prove as lie feared, tliat Pompey would trans¬ 
fer the govcnirnent to Hyreanus. But wh.eii 
Pompey enioiried Ariilohulus to deliver up the 
fortrcllc;: he/lield, and to fend an injundlion to 
their governors, under his own hand, for that 
■pui-pofe (for they liad been forbidden to de¬ 
liver them tip tipcjii any other commands) he 
fubmitted indeed to do fo, but ftill he retired 
in difpleaftire to Jernfalcrn, and made p'rpara- 

tlou. 
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tlon for war. A little after this, certain ^r- 
■‘fons came out of Pontus, and informed Pom- 
pey, as he was on the way, and condudling his 
^army againft Ariftohulus, that Mithridates was 

'dead, and was flain by his ibu Pharnaces. 

■* 

C H A P. IV. 

’J-Inii) Pnmpey, when the Cithzens of ferufahm 
fjut the Gates agaitijl him., btfeged the City, 
and took it by Force; as alfo what other 
'Things he did htl fudea. 

I. when Pompey had pitched his 

camp at Jericho (wliere the ^ palm- 
tree grows, and that ballam which is an oint¬ 
ment of all the molt precious, which, upon any 
incifion made in the wood with a fharp Hone, 
diftill# out thence like a juice) he marched in 
the mornijig to Jerufalem. Hereupon Arifto- 
buliis repented of what he was doing,.and came 
to Pompey, and [prornifed to] give him money, 
and received him into Jerufalem, and defired 
that he would leave olf the war, and do what 
he pleafed peaceably. So Pompey, upon his 
intreaty, forgave him, and fent Gabinius, and 
foldiers with him, to receive the money, and 
the edty: Yet was no part of this performed, 
but Gabinius came back, being both excluded 
out of the city, and receiving none of the mo¬ 
ney prornifed, becaufc AriRohulus’s iol,diers 
would not permit the agreements to be execut¬ 
ed. At this Pompey was very angry, and put 
Ariftobuliis into prifon, and came himielf to the 
city, which was ftrong on every fide, excepting 
the north, which was not fo well foitihed; for 

* T])rfi: rxpref'i tcAimoni.;'} of Jofephus here, and 
Aaii'i. B. 'filt. cli'-a. vi. § 6 . and B. XV. chap. iv. § 2 . 
t!nr the only b.ilftni gardeit';, and the bell; palm-tree.;, 
were, at loiit in bi.s city.;;, near Jericho and Engaddi, 
about the north p.tit oi' the dead fea (whereabout alfo 
Alestar.der the Crer.t f.iw the b.ilfam drop) Ihew the mif- 
take oi' tl'.ofe that undc'r^apd Eufebitts and Jerom, as if 
one of thofo gr.vdcn.s were it thc fow|Lj)art of tiuit fe.i, 
at ZoarorS'gor; whereas they mud either nieati another 
%oar or Seror, nbieh was between Jericho and Engaddi, 
agreeably to Joft pints, which yet theyd® not appear to do, 
or tdfe tiiey direcHy contfadiel; Jofephus, .and were there¬ 
in greatly mifl.tl.en*, I mean this, udefa that balfam, 


there was f a broad and deep ditch that encom- 
pafled the city, and included within it the tem¬ 
ple, which wa« itfelf encompaffed about with 
a very ftrong Hone-wall. 

2. Now there was a feditlon men that 
were within the city, wHto gfei not agree 
was to be done in their prefent circumHances; 
while fomc thought it bcH to deliver up the 
city to Pompey: But ArlHobuhis’s party ex- 
I horted them to fliut the gates, becaule he was 
I kept in prifon. Now thefe prevented the othcr.s-, 
and feized upon the temple, and cut oif the 
bridge which reached from it to the city, and 
prepare'd thcmfelves to abide a fiege ; but the 
I others admitted Poinpey’s army in, and dcli- 
j vered up both the city and the king’s palace to 
; him. So Pompey fent his lieutenant Pifo vs ith 
I an army, and placed garrifons, both in the city 
: and in the palace, to lecure them ;• and fortified 
I the houfes that joined to the temple ; and all 
! thofe which were more diHant, and without it. 

I And in the firH place, he offered ternrs of ac¬ 
commodation to thofe within ; but when th.cy 
! would not comply with what w^as defired, be 
j encompaffed all the places thereabout wdth a 
I wall, wherein Hyreanus did gladly afliH him 
! on all occafions, but Pompey pitched his camp 
within [the wall] on the north part of the 
temple, where it was moH pradicable; but 
even on that fide there were great towers, and 
a ditch had been dug, and a deep valley be¬ 
girt it round about; for on the parts towards 
the city were precipices, and the bridge on 
which Pompey had gotten in was broken down ; 
however, a bank was railed, day by day, with 

a 

ami tbe befl palm-trees, grew much more to the fouth- 
ward in Judea in the d.iys of Eufebius and Jerom, than 
than they did in the days of Jofcphu.s. 

{ f The particular depth and breadth of this ditch, whence 
j the (tones for tl>e wall about the temple were probably ta- 
1 ken, are omitted in our copies of Jofephus hut fet down 
: by Strabo, B. XVI. p. 763. from whom we learn, that 
this ditch v/as 60 feet deep, and 250 fett broad. How¬ 
ever, its deptli is, in the next fcAion, faid by Jofephus to 
be immenfe, which exaiflly agrees to Strabo’s defcri'p.tiop 
and whieh number in Strabo is a very ftrong confirmatioa 
of the truth of .Jofephus’a defeription alfo. 
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a great deal of labour, while the Romans cut 
ikiwn materials for it from the places round 
abf^^t: and when this bank was fufficicntly 
raifetlj-av'd the ditch filled up, though but poor¬ 
ly, by reafi..' of its immenfe depth, he brought 
l.’.a' rnechamcar>?^ines and battering rams 
from Tyre, aqd placing them on the bank, he 
battered the temple with the ftoncs that were 
thrown againft it. And had it not been our 
]ira£tice, from the days of our forefathers, to 
reft on the feventh days, this bank could never 
have been perfeaed, by rcafon of the oppoli- 
tion the ♦|»ys would have made; for thougii 
our laws give us leave then to defend durlclves 
againll thofe that begin to fight with us, and 
ail'iult u!^, yet docs it not permit us to meddle 
with our enemies while they do any thing elfe. 

Which thing when the Romans under- 
flood, on thole days which we adVSabk/tbs, 
they threw nothing at the Jews, nor came to 
any pitched battle with them, but railed up 
their earthen banks, and brought their engines 
into fuch forwardnefs, that they might do exe¬ 
cution the next days;: And any one may hence 
Icarn^how very great piety we excrcifc towards 
God, and the obfcrvance of his laws, fmee the 
priefts were not at all hindred from their fa- 
cred miniftrations by their fear dufing this 
fiege; but did Hill, twice a da}? in the morn¬ 
ing, and about the ninth hour, ofl<|j .their fa- 
crifices on the altar ; nor did they otrrit thofe 
facrifices, if any melancholly accident happen¬ 
ed, by the ftones that were thrown amongft 
them; for although the city were taken on 
the third ^ month, on the day of the faft, upon 
the hundred feventy-ninth olympiad, ^when 
Cains Antonius, and Marcus Tullius Cicero, 
w^ere confuls; and the enemy then fell upon 
them, and cut the throats of thofe tj||||jvere in 

* That is, on the 23d of Sivan, the annual faft'for the 
defetdion and idolatry of Jeroboam, toA mmh' Ifrad l-.Jiyi ; 
t.r pollibly fome otlie'r fall might fall into that momh, be¬ 
fore and in the days of Jofcplius. 

f It dtforves here to be noted,'that tide pharifaidul fu- 
‘ 'ptrllhions notion, that oftenfive fighting was unlawful 
to the Jews, even under the utmoll necelTity, on the Sab- 
h.uh-dav (of which we hear nothing before the times of 
iht Maccabees) was the proper occafion of Jerufalem’s bc- 
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the tcniplc ; yet could not il'.olc lliat offered the 
facrifices be compelled to rmi .iway, ncitlici by 
the fear they were in oi ihcir own lives, nor by 
the number that were already llaiu, as think¬ 
ing it better to fuffer whatever came upon them, 
at their very altars, lliau to omit anything that 
their law^s required ol them. And that this is 
not a ineer brag, or an encomium to inanifcll 
a degree of our piety that was I'alfc, hut is the 
real truth, 1 ajipeal to thole that have written 
of the ads of Pompey ; and among them, 
to Strabo, and Nicolaus [cd' Damaicus] ; and 
bolides thefe two, Titus Livius, the wtllcr of 
the Roman hiftory, who all bear witnefs to 
this thing, 'j' 

4. But when the battering I'mdnc was 
brought near, the grCatcH ol t.hc towers was 
lhaken by it, and fell dmvn, and I'rake down 
a part of the fortifications; ii) tlaecncinv pour¬ 
ed in apace; and Cornelius Eaullur, tlic Ion 
of Sylla, with his loldiers, firfl of all .0 ended 
the wall, and next to him Puriiis the eenturion, 
with, thofe that followed, on the other part ; 
while Fabius, who was alio a centurion, afeend- 
ed it in the middle, with a great body of men 
after him. But now all was full f)f {laughter ; 
fome of the jews being {lain by the Romans, 
and fome by one another; nay, lome tlicrc 
were who tltrew themfelvcs down the precipi¬ 
ces, or {lut fire to their houles, and burnt them, 
as not able to bear the mileries they were un¬ 
der. Of the lews there Icll twelve thouland, 
hut of the Romans very lew. Afilalom, wlm 
was at once both uncle and father-in-law to 
Ariftobulus, was taken captive. And no Imall 
enormities were committed about the temple 
itfelf, which in former ages had been inacccl- 
ablc, and feen by none; for Pompey went into 

it, 

ing taken by Pompey, Sofius, anti hyTiiii-., ;v. .tpina.rs 
i'rom the pl.ices alrc.idy quous! in tlie note (.n Aiuiq. B. 
XJil. chap. viii. y i. vcIikIi fiiupiiloiis lupcrfiition, as to 
the obfervatiou of Imli a rietuoiis relt on llie S.ihbarli-ibiv, 
our ,S-aviour always t.pix.tt d, when the jtii.iiil.iiL.il Jews 
infifted on it, as l.s c. idem in many [)l: 4 ecs in tlte Ne\V 
d’cllament, thougli he llill intiinatcil how j.cnin lous that 
fuperfti'tion might prove to them in tln ir iHgiit fimn tl;c 
Romans, Matt. ixv. 20. 

6 D 
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it, anJ not a Ew of thofe that were with him 
alio, and law all that wliich was unlawful for 
any other men to fee hut only for the high 
])rlells. There were in that temple the golden 
table, the holy cantllellick, and the pouring 
veffels, ahd a great (juantity of fpiees ; and be- 
fidesthefe, thdre were among the treafures two 
thoul'and talents of facred money • Yet * did 
I’ompey touch nothing of all this, on aceount 
of his regard to religion ; and in this point alfo 
he aifted in a manner that was worthy of his 
virtue. The next day he gave order to thofe 
that had the charge of the temple to clcanfe 
it, and to bring what offerings the law requir¬ 
ed to.Clod; and reftored the high prieflhood 
to Pfyrcanus, both hccaufe he had been ufeful 
to him in other refpeds, and hecaufe he hin¬ 
dered the jews in the country from giving 
Ariftobuhis any alTiftancc in his war againfl 
him. lie alfo cut off thole that had been 
the an!hors of that war; and beflowcd proper 
rewards on haullus, and thofe others that 
mounted the wall with Inch alacrity ; and he 
made jerulalem tributary to thc.Romans; and 
tocTk away thofe cities of (Ylclyria which the 
inhabitants of Judea had fuhdned, and put them 
under the government of the Roman prefident; 
and confined the whole nation, which had ele- || 
vated itfclf fo high before, within its own 
hounds. IMorccvcr, he T rebuilt Gadara, which ji 

Tiorl Mr>.l tn frntifv 11 

Demetrius of Gadara, who was his freed-man, 
and reflorcd the relt of the cities, Hippos, and 
Sythopoli;;, and i'clla, and Dios, and .Samaria ; 
as rifo hiauirfa, ami Alhdod, and {amnia, and 
Aretlui^ i, to their own inhabitants; thefe ivere 
in the inlaiul g/art,. He!ides thoic that had been 
dcmolith' d^ auci alfo of the maritime cities,,Ga- 
ra, and {opi'a, and Dmu, and Strato's Tower j 
which left I u'i.hI rebuilt after a glorious man¬ 
ner, and adorned with liavcn?, and tcmiplcs, and 
changed its nam.e to C;f<irea. All ihefc Ikim- 
pey left in a ftatc of freedom, and j'iitcd them 
to the provi.u'c of Syria. 

Tiiis i,.' fii'I) (.(nifirrr.cd by tli.! tcl!i;Tiony r.f Ciccio, 
•wbo f;iv;, ii; hi,'. ov.iUnn for I’laccvis, “ Ci'cius 

I'df'.ix ;ii' , V, iicn lie conqa-'j'or, nnd h.ul taken Jcni- 
l.iU i,., tia! not loarb .'.ny diHg licl-'orhyr to that t.-i'-ty!,*." 
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5. Now the occafions of this mifery wdiich 
came upon Jerufalcin, were Hyreanus and hy- 
illobulus, by raifing a fedition one againfl; flic 
other ; for now we loft our liberty, ahd hecaint 
rubjetft; to the Romans, and were deprived of 
that country wdiich w’^e had^^iimed by ou- T r e 
from the Syrians, and %vere compelled to re- 
ftore it to the Syrians. Moreover, the Ro¬ 
mans exatRyd of us, in a little time, above 
ten thoufand talents. And the royal authority, 
which was a dignity formerly beftow’ed on 
thofe that were high prietts, by the right of 
their family, became the property of private 
men. But of thefe matters we fhall treat in 
their proper places. Now Fompey committed 
Celefyi'ia, as far as the river Euphrates and 
Egypt, to Scaurus, with two Roman Icgicrs, 
and then went away to Cilicia, and made liaflc 
to Rome. He alfo carried bniind along with 
him Ariftobulus and his children ; for lie had 
two daughters, and as many ions ; the one oi 
which ran aw'ayg hut the youpger, Antig(.mif, 
w'as carried to Rome, together with his lifters. 
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Ihiv Soi^urus made a League of mutual ylfffauce,. 
'With Aretqs. And 'ivbat Gabinius did in 
fudea^ after be had conquered Alexapder, the 
Son of Ariflobulus, 

§ K OCAUPvUS made now an expedition a- 
gainft Petra, in Arabia, and ftt on 
hre all the places round about it, hecaufe of the 
great difficulty of accefs to it. And as his army 
was pinched by famine. Antipater furniflicd 
him with corn out of Judea, and with what¬ 
ever clfe he wanted, and this at the command 
of liy^j^tis. And wffien he was fent to h~ 
rctas, as an ambaffador by Scaurus, hecaufe he 
had lived wnth him formerly^ he perfuaded A- 
rctas to give Scaiitus a fura of money, to pre¬ 
vent the burning of his country ; and under- 

-|- Of this detlruflien of G.idara' here prefuppofed, and 
iis reftoration by Fompey; fee t!ic note o;i the 
13. I. cli. vii. J 7 . 
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S^ook to be his furety for three hundred talents. 
b'X^caurus, upon thefe terms, ceafed to make 
warX^ny loivi^er ; which was done as much at 
Scauria-s flefire, as at the defire of Aretas. 

2. Some *^imc after this,, when Alexander, 
ih'- ^ 7 '' ',of Arilto! 5 t 4 ^s, made an incurfioii into 
ludea, Gabinius came from Rome to Syria, as 
commander of ‘the Roman forcc.s. He did 
many conliderable atlioiis': and particularly 
made war with Alexander, I'mce Elyrcanus 
'was not yet able to oppofe his power, but was 
already attempting to rebuild the wall of Jeru- 
fiiein, which Pompey had overthrown, al- 
though the Romans, which w^ere there, rc- 
Itrained him from that his dcfign. However, 
Alexander went over all the country round a- 
botit, and armed many of the Jews, and fud- 
dcnly got together ten thoufand armed footmen, 
and fifteen hundred licrl'emcn, and fortified 
Alexandrium, a fortrefs near to (lorea; and Ala- 
clicrus, near the mountains ol Arabia. CJabi- 
nius therefore came upon him, having font 
Marcus Antonius, with other commanders, be¬ 
fore. Thefe armed fuch Romans as followed 
them; and, together with them, fiich Jews ns 
were fubjedt- to them, whofc leaders were Pi- 
tholaus and Malichus; and they took with them 
alfo their friends that w^ere with Antipater, 
and met Alexander, while Gabinius himfelf 
fdlowed with his legion. Hereupon Alexan¬ 
der retired to the neighbourhood of jerufak m, 
where they fell upon one another ; and it came 
to a pitched battle,.in wlueh the Romans fiew 
of their enenties about three thoaland, and 
took a like number of them alive. 

3. At which time Gabinius came to A’cx- 
andrium, and invited thofe that were in ii to 
deliver it up on certain conditions, and prf»- 
mifed that then their former offcncei.ihould be 
forgiven ; But as a great number of Ihe enemy 
liad pitched their camp before the fortrefs, 
whom the Romans attacked, Marcus Antonius 
fought bravely, and flew a great numlter, and 
feemed to come off with the greateft honour. 
So t 3 abinius left part of his army there, in or- 

* Dean Prideaux well ohferves, That “ notvvithfland- 
i:ig the clamour againll Gabinius at RomCi Jofephus gives 
1 in. '1 Vi'ia iKlp Vf-'r. as if be barl arouitted himfelf 


der to take the place, ami he hiinfidf went iitto 
other jiarts of Judea, and gave order to re¬ 
build all the cities that he met with that bad been 
demollihcd ; at wdiich time w ere lehuilP Sa¬ 
maria, Allidou, 8c) thopulis, Aitlhedon, Ra- 
phia, and Dora ; Maiifla alio, and Gaza, and 
not a few others hcfidcs. And as t'he men 
aded according to Gahinius’s command, iJ 
came to pafs, that at this time thefe cities were 
fecurely inhabited, which had been defoJatc 
lor a long time. 

4. When Gabinius had done thus in the 
country, he returned to Alexandrium; and 
when he urged on the liege of the place, Alex¬ 
ander fent an amhaflage to him, defiring thal- 
he would pardon his former ofl'ences ; he alll; 
delivered up the fiM-trclfes, Hyrcania, and Ma- 
ciierus, and at kill Alexandrium itfelf, which 
lortreflcs Gabinius demolilheJ. But when A- 
Icxander’s mother, wdio wors of the fide of the 
Romans, as having her hiifhand and other 
children at Rome, came to hijn, he granted 
her whatfoever flu’ alkcd ; and when he had. 
fettled matters with lor, he brought llyrcamis 
to Jerufidem, and committed the care of the 
temple to him. And when he had ordained 
live lounclls, lie dillribufcd the tiation into the 
fatne. numbcT of parts: So thefe councils go¬ 
verned tl'.c people ; the firft was at Jerufalem, 
the fecond at Gadara, the third at Amathus, 
the lourth at Jerichf), and the fifth at Seppho- 
ris, in Galdee. So the jews were now freed 
from moitaichic authority, and were governed 
by an ^ arillocracy. 

C H A P. Vk. 

IIow Gabinius caught ylrijlohiiius after he had 
fled fr^ Rome^ and Jent him hack to Rome 
again ; and ho^v the fame Gabinius^ as he re¬ 
turned out of Egypt, overcame Alexander and ■ 
thfi Nabateans in Rattle. 
j Ariftobulus ran away from Rome 

to Judea, and fet about the rebuilding 
of Alexandrium, which had been newly dernok 

ijfhed : 

with honovii In the charge conimittcU to him” [in Judea.j 
See at the year 55. 



Book XlVl 


474 A N T I I t I E S 

ifhed : Hereupon Gabin’uis fent foldiers agalnft 
him, and for their commanders, Sifenna, and 
Antonins, and ServiUus, in order to hinder him 
from getting poffeflion of the country, and to 
take hipa again. And indeed many of the Jews i 
run to Ariftobulus, on account of his former 
glory, as alfo becaufc they fltould be glad of 
an innovation. Now there was one Pitholaus, 
a lieutenant at Jerufalcm, who deferted to him 
with a thoufand men, although a great number 
of thofc that came to him were unarmed ; and 
and when Ariftobulus had refolved to go to 
Maclierus, he difinilfed thole people, becaufe 
they were unarmed, for theyr could not be ufe- 
ful to him in what a.dlionK he was going about; 
but he took with him eight tlioufand that were 
armed, and marched on : and as the Romans 
fell upon them I'everely, the Jews fought vali¬ 
antly, but were beaten in the battle ; and when 
they had fought with alacrity, but were over¬ 
borne by the enemy, they were put to flight: 
of whom were flain about live thoufand ; and 
the reft, being dlfperfcd, tried, as well they were 
able, to fave themfelves. However, Ariftobu- j 
lus had with him ftill above a thoufand, and ! 
with them he fled to Macherus, and fortified 
the place, and though he h.ad ill fuccels, he ftiii 
had vood h.opc of his aSTairs ; but when he had 
ftruggicd again!! the iiege for two days time, 
and liad received many wounds, he was brought 
as a captive to Gabinius, with liis fon Antigo- 
nus, wlio alld fled with him from Rome. And 
this VV.1S the fortune of Ariftobulus, who was 

’ I 

feut hack again to Rome, and rvas there retained 1 
in bonds, having been both king and iiigh prieft 
for three years and lix months ; and was in- j 
deed an eminent perfon, and one of a great 
foul. However, the fenate let his clftldrcn go, 
upon Gabinius writing to them, that he had 
promifed their mother fo much when fire de- 
delivercd the fortrefles up to him ; and aocoi'd- 
ingly they then returned into Judea. 

2. Now when Gabinius was making an ex¬ 
pedition agalnft the Parthians, and had already 

'* Tins hiftorV is beft; I'.Iutlrateci by Dr Hudfon out of 
Livy, V ho fays, 1 bat “ A. Gabinius, the proconful, rc- 
llorcd Ptolemy to his kingdom of Egypt, and ejcAed Ar- 
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pafled over Euphrates, he ehanged his mind^ 
and refolved to return into Egypt, in orde'r'to 
reftore Ptolemy to bis kingdom. This hath 
allb been related elfewhere. Horvever, Anti¬ 
pater fupplied his army, which ke fent againft 
Archelaus, with corn, anej^-eapons, auu' uto- 
ney. He alfo made thofe Jpws, who were 
above Pclufium, his friends and confederates, 
and had been the guardians of the pafles tliat 
led into Egypt. But when he came back our 
of Egypt, he found Synda in diforder with i'e- 
ditions and troubles ; for Alexander, the fon 
of Ariftobulus, luiviug feized on the govern¬ 
ment a fecond time by force, made many of 
the Jews revolt to him, and fo he marched over 
the country with a great army, and flew all the 
Romans he could light upon, and proceeded 
to bcfiege the mountain called Ccr/es/w, whi¬ 
ther they had retreated. 

3. But when Gabinius found Syria in fuch 
a ftate, he fent Antipater, who was a prudent 
man, to thofe that were feditions, to try whe¬ 
ther he could cure them of their madriefs, and 
perfuade them to return to a better mind ; 
and when he came to them, he brought ma¬ 
ny of them to a found mind, and induced them 
to do what they ought to do ; but he could 
not reftrain Alexander, for he had an army of 
thirty thoul’and Jews ; and met Gabinius, and 
joining battle with him, was beaten, and loflL 
ten thoufand of his men about mount Tabor. 

4. So Gabinius fettled tlie affairs which be¬ 
longed to the city Jerufalem as was agreeable 
to Antipatcr’s inclination, and went againft the 
Nabateans, and overcame them in battle. He 
alfo fent away in a friendly manner Mithridates 
and Orfancs, who were Parthian deferters, and 
camQ to him, though the poport went abroad 
that they had run away from him. And when 
Gabinius had performed great and glorious ac¬ 
tions, in his management of the aflairs of war, 
he returned to Rome, and delivered the go¬ 
vernment -to Craffus. Now Nicolaus of Da- 

nialcus.. 

ckelaus, -whom they had fet up for king,” \Sc. See Prid. 
at die year 64 and ”56. 
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mafcus, and Strabo of Cappadocia, both defcfibc 
c expeditions of Pompey iwul Gabinius againft 
tlie^cws, while neither oftlieni fay any thing 
new which is not in the other. 
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cYi* A p. 


VI I. 


ll(rw Crajfiis cairn; inlo yudea, and pillaged the 
^Temple ; and then marched ai^ainjl the Par- 
thians, ami perifhed, imtb bis Army. Jllji) ' 
ho-iv Caffins obtained Syria ; and put a Stop to \ 
the Parthians, and then ai'cnt up to yudea. 

i-lVTOW Craihis, as lie was going upon 
Ids cxp'edition againll the Parthians, 
came into fudea, and carried off the money 
tiiat was in the temple, which Pompey had left, 
being two thoufaud talents ; and wnxs difpofed 
to I'poil it of all the gold belonging to it, which 
was eight thouland talents. He alfo took a 
Iteam which was made of folid beaten gold, of 
the w'cight of three hundred min;n ; each of 
which weighed two pounds and an half. It 
was the pricil who was guardian of the facred 
treafurcs, and whofe name was Elcass,ai\ that 
gave him this beam, not out of a wicked de- 
lign, for he was a good and a righteous man : 
but being intrufted with the cuftody of the veils 
belonging to the temple, which were of admi¬ 
rable beauty, and of very coftly workmanffiip, 
and hung down from this beam, when he law 
that Craffus w^as buiy in gathering money, and 
was in fear for the entire ornaments of the tem¬ 
ple, he gave him this beam of gold, as a ran- 
fom for the wdiole ; but this not till he had given 
his oath that he would remove nothiiag elfe out 
('f the temple, but be fatisfied with this only 
which he fliould give him, being worth many 
ten thouland [ihekels.] Now this beam was 
contained in a wooden beam that was hollowg 
but was known to tio others, but F.leazar alone 
knev; it ; yet did Craffus take away this beam, 
upon the condition of touching nothing elfe 
that belonged to the temple, and then brake 
bis^ath,.and carried away all the gold that 
was in the temple. 

e. And let no one wonder that there was 


f) much wealth in our rcuij.io ; fuce ait the 
jews throughout the hal/itablc canh, and thuf; 
that vcorlhippcd God, nay, even thufe of Aii i 
and Kuroj)e, lent their contribmions to it; and 
this from very ancient times : Nhu- is the l.irge- 
ncls of thefe fums without its atlcllatiOn •, nor 
is that grcatacls owing to our vanity; as railing 
it without ground to lo great a hciglit ; P>ui 
there arc many witnelles to it, and pat ticiilarly 
Straho of Cappadocia, who lays thus; “ Mith- 
lidatcs font to Cos, and took the moiu-y which 
(jiiccn Cleopatra had depofued tlicre, as alfo 
eight hundred talents belonging to the Jews.” 
Now we have no public money hut only what 
appertains to God ; and ills evident, rh.it the 
Afian Jews removed tins money out of fear of 
Mithridates ; tor it is not probable that thofe of 
Judea, who h;id a ftn'iiig city and temple, 
Ihould lend their money to Cos ; nor is it like¬ 
ly that the Jews, who are iuhahitaats of Alex¬ 
andria, Ihould do lo neither, fincc they were 
in no fear of Mithridates. And .Str.d)ii himfelf 
hears witnefs to the fame thing in ajn'thcr place, 
that at the lame time that Sylla palled over iit- 
to Greece, in order t(^ light againll Mithridati s, 
he lent Lucullus to put an end to a fedition thiU 
our nation, of whom the habitable earth i:: iulf 
hail railed in Cyrene ; where he fpeaks thu 
“ ’T'hcre were four claffes of men among tiu'le 
of Cyrene, that of eitiyciis, that ot hulband- 
men, the third ol lliMiigers, and the lourth of 
Jews. N(AV theic Jews are already gotten in¬ 
lo all cities, and it is hard to Inul a place in the 
habitable earth that hath not aclmittcd this tribe 
of men, and is not poileffai by it : And it hath 
come to pals, that Egypt and (ivrene, as having 
the lame governors, and a great number of o- 
ther nations, imitate their way of living, and 
maintain great bodies ol theie Jews in a jkcu- 
liar manner, and grow uj) to greatc'- p’xdperity 
with them, and make ule of the lame laws witir 
that nation alfo. y\ceordlugiy the Jew’s have 
jtlaces alligned them in I'gyp't v.d'.erein they in¬ 
habit, hehdes what ia peeuliariy allotted tuthis 
nation at Alexandria, which k ;i large jiart of 
that city. There is alie an LiLnai\.h alhnvtd 

them, 
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tlicm, \viio governs (he nation, and diflributcs ' 
jud-i CC to tlicin, and lakes care of their coixtradb', | 
and of the laws to them belonging, as if he were : 
the ruler of a free republic. In Fgyi't there- | 
fore this nation is powerhii, becaule the Jews 
were ofiginally Egyptians, and bccaufc the 
land wdicrein they inhabit fince they went 
thence, is near to Egypt. 'Ehey alfo removed 
i!\t(; Cyrene, bccaufc that tins l.ind adjoined to 
the government of Egynt, as well as docs Judea, 
or rather was formerly under the fame govern¬ 
ment.” And this is what Strabo fays. 

'p So when Clralfu'’. Iiad fettled all things as 
he himlelf {>!eafed, lie marched into Parthia, 
where both he himlelf, and all his army, per- 
llheil, as hath been related elfcwherc. But 
(kvlfius, as he fled from Home to Syria, took 
polfeifion of it, and w'^as an lii'.pcdiment to titc 
Parthians, who, by rcafon of their vidory over 
Craffus, made incurfions upon > •. And as he 
came back to Tyre, be wcut up into Judea al¬ 
io, and fell upon Tariclicee, and prcfcntly’' took 
it, and carried about thirty thoufand Jews cap¬ 
tives, and flew Pilholaus, who fucccedcd Ari- 
flobulus in his feditious pradices ; and that by 
the perfualion of Antipater, who proved to 
have great intercll in him, and w'as at that time 
in groat repute with the Idumcaris alfo : Out of 
which nation he nrarricd a wile, who was the 
daupjiter of one of their eminent men, and her 
name was (J\-pros, l;y whom he liad four Tons, 
idiafael, ami Herod, wlio was afterward made 
king; and Jofepli, ar.d Pheroras ; and a daugh¬ 
ter, n imctl Siilcvie. This Autipatcr cultivated 
•‘Hu a friciuUl.ip and mutual Undnefs with otlier 
potentates, Irnt clpei ial'y with the king of Ara¬ 
bia, to rvliom tic ec'-mmitted ids children, while 
he fought againil Arillobuh::;. So {dafTius re¬ 
moved Ids camp, and inarched to Euphrates, 
to meet thole that were coming to attack him, 
as hath been related by others. 

4. But fomc time afterward, C.rfrr, when 
he had iakei. Roiiie, and. after Pompey and the 
lenate were fed bcyoml the Ionian lea, freed 
Arhlohu'us fiom Ixis bonds, and refolved to 

* Dr Ih.tirar, i)l'.ervcs, that tht n-ains of this wife of 
Aiit'isUtr ill Jc fcpliui W.IS Cyprci, as an Hebrew tenni- 


fend him into Syria, and delivered two Icgionr 
to him, that he might fet matters right, as hm* 
iug a potent man in that country ; But Arhlo- 
bulus liad no enjoyment of what he liopcd for 
from the power that was given him by Ca::far ; 
for thofe of Pompey’s partv^Tvented h...and 
deftroyed him by poifon ; thofe of Cad'ar’s. 
party buried him. Elis dead body alfo lay for 
a good while embalmed in honeyg till Antony 
afterward lent, it to Judea, mid caufed him to 
i he buried in the royal fcpulchre. But Scipio., 

I upon Pompey’s fending to him to flay Alexan- 
I tier, the foil of Arillobulus, becaufe the ymung 
I man was accufed of what offences he had been 
j guilty of at firft againil the Romans, cut elf 
his head ; and thus did he die at Antioch. But 
Ptolemy, the fon of Menneus, Mdio was the 
I ruler of Chalcis, under mount Libanus, took 
his brethren to him, and lent his fon Philippion 
to Afkclon, to Ariftobnlus’s wife, and dclired 
her to fend back with him her fon Antigonus, 
and her daughters : the one of whicli, whofe 
name was yllaxandra, Philippion fell in love 
with, and married her, though afterwaul his 
father Ptolemy flew him, and married Alexan¬ 
dra, and continued to take care -of her breth¬ 
ren. 


C El A P. VIIL 

T'bc pfews become Confederates with Cerjar whe?i 
he fought againf Egypt. The glorious Ac¬ 
tions of Autipatcr^ and his Friendfsip with 
Cufar. ‘The Honours which the fews re¬ 
ceived from the Romans and Athenians. 

§ I. '^T 0 \V after Pempey was dead, and 
after that viHory Caefar had gained 
over him, Antipater, who managed the Jewifh 
affairs, became very ufeful to Cscfar wlien he 
made war againft Egypt, and that by the or¬ 
der of Hyreanus ; for when Mithridates of 
Pergamus was bringing his auxiliaries, and 
was not able to continue his march through 

Pelufhinvj. 

nation, but not Cypris, the Greek name for Venus, as 
fosl'.e critics v/ere ready to coneH it. 
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Pclufium, but obliged to flay at afkelon, An- 
\'i^>atcr came to him, conducting three thoufand 
of'rtic Jews armed men: He liad allb taken 
care the [principal men of the Arabians Ihould 
come to his ailillance ; and on his account it 
was*. Aat all tItO>iyrians aflillcd him alfo, as 
not willing to appehr bchind-hand in their a- 
lacrity for Col* fa!", viz. janiblicus the ruler, and j 
Iholciny his fon, and 1 ‘lioiomy, the I'on of So- ' 
hcinus, wlio dwelt at mount Libanus, and al- j 
r.'oll all the cities. So Mitliridates marched ■ 
out of Syria, and came to Pelulium ; and when : 
its inhabitants would not admit him, lie be- ! 
iieged the city. Now Antii)ater ligr.alizcd him- 
felf here, and was the firft who plucked down ; 
,i part ot the wall, and fo opened a way to the ! 
relf, whereby they might enter the city, and i 
by this means Pelufuim was taken ; But it hap- ! 
pened that the Egyptian jews, who dwelt in | 
the country called 0 /iioif, would not let Anti- i 
pater and Mithridates, with their foldiers, }iai's ; 
U) Cmfar; but Anlipatcr perfuaded them to ! 
- ome over to their party, becaufe he was of | 
;hc fame pcojdc v.'ith them, and that chiefly by i 
Shewing them the cpiilles of lirycanus tlte j 
liigh pried, wherein he exhorted them to culti- 
/ate fricndfhip with Caeiar, and to lupplv his 
army with money, and all forts of provilions 
which they wanted : And accordingly, wh.cn 
they law Antipater and the high pried ol il.e 
fame fentiincnts, they did as they were clthr- 
ed. And when the Jews about Mem])his 
heard that the Jews were come over to Chefar, 
they alfo invited Mithridates to come to them : 
So he came and , received them alfo into his 
army. 

2. And when Mithridates had gone over a;! 
Delta, as the place is called, he came to a 
pitched battle with the enemy, near the place 
called T’be yeivifh Camp. Now Mithridates 
had the rigltt wnng, and Antlpater the Iclt ; 
and when it came to a hght, that wing wlierc 
Mithridates was, gave w'ay, and was likely to 
fulfer extremely, unlei's Antipater had come 
c-nnmngto him wnth his own foldiers along the 
Ihorc, when he had already beaten the enemy 
that had oppofed him : fo he delivered Mithri- 
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dates, and put thofe Egvptl.n'.s who Icnl been 
too hard for him to ilighv. lie :>,h'o toi,’).. their 
camp, and continued in the piirluit of I'tcm- 
EIc alio recalled Mithridates, w lio had been 
wnndlcd, and was retired a gie.t way of}’; (.( 
whofe foldiers eight huiuhcd I’ell, hut id'Anti- 
pater’s fifty. >So Mithridates feat an’ account 
' of ihi". h.utle to (f'cl'jr, and oj)cniy declared., 
that Antiiiatcr wms the a.iuhor of this viclory, 
j and oi' liis own prefervation, infoini.e'i, that 
! (hefar commended Antijiatcr then , and made 
iile ol him all the rell of that war in the inofl 
hazardous undertakings : he happema! alfo to 
be w'oundcd in one of thole engagements. 

3. Plow tiVF.R, when Cirel.ng alter j'oinc time, 
liad Imillied tnat .var, and wa.s jailed away for 
Syria, he honoured Antlpater greatly, and 
confirmed Hyreanus in the high priellhood ; 
and bellowed on Antijeirer tlte privilege of a 
j citizen of Rome, and a liccdoin from taxes 
every wdicrc : and it is reportca! by many, 
that Hyreanus went along wnih Anlipatcr in 
this cxpctlition, and came hirr.lt'f into Egypt, 
i And Strabo of (’anpadocia hears wnlncfs to this,, 

I when he lays thus, in the riame of /Mmius: 
1“ After Aiithridates had invaded Eg-, pt, and 

with him Hyreanus the high pricil of tlie 
|i Jtw'3.” Nay, tlic fame Strabo fays thus again, 
jl in anc'Jivr place, in the name (>i Hyplicrates, 

I I That Ivlitiiriclatcs at iirll went out alone, but 
j! tiuit Antij-atcr, w!k; had the care of the Jew- 

ifli udrfirs, ’vas tadhi' h\' iilm to Alkclon, and 
that he iiad ready thice thouland loldiers 

to g;o along wiiii him, autl cncouiagcd other 
go-vernors ol'iihe eouutry t'o go along with him 
alfo ; and that Myreanus the high pricfl w;is 
!i alio I 'dent In thds expedition.” Fiiis is wiiat 
[i Strabo lays. , 

;j 4. But Aiitigonu'g the ion of AiiEobuIus, 
,j came at tliis time to (drfar, and “ lamented his 
a father’s fate ; and eoinphuncd Snat it was by 
Arifipalcr’s mean',, that Arifiohulus w'as taken oil 
!)y jydfon, and ii'c. brother wnis beheaded by 
dclpio ; and t'chred that he would take pity of 
him, who liad hecu ( jefled out (1 th.af {ginc:- 
pality whicli wasduc to him.” lie alio accul- 



478 A N T I Q_U I T I E S 

cd l~[yrc;triai aiul Antipater, as governing tlic ' 
(he nation by vital.’iice, and offering injuries to j 
lainiicll. Anripater was prefent, and made his i 
defence, a‘; t(j the accufations that were laid j 
againll him. “ lie dcinonftrated that Antigo- 
lujs and his party were given to innovation, 
and were leditions peri( 3 ns. lie alfo put Cielar 
in mhiJ, what dillicult fcrvices he had under- ! 
gone '. hen he alhlied him in his wars, and dil-. 
courfed about wli.it he was a witnels of him- 
felf. lie tdded, that Arillobulus was juRly 
carried aw iv to Rome, as one that was an ene¬ 
my to the Rotnans, and could never be brotight ■ 
to be a inend to rhein, aud that his brother had , 
no more than he delcrved from Sciido, as being 1 
tei/.ed in committing robberies ; and that this | 
puniihm.ent v.;as not innidlcd on him in a way : 
of violence or iupiifice by him ibat did it.” | 

5. WuitN Antipatcr had made this fpecch, 1 
Clad'ar appointed Hyreanus to be high pried ; | 
and gave Antipatcr what jmincipality he him- 
fclf Ihoidd chule, leaving the determination to 
himfelf: So he made him procurator of Judea. 
He alfo gave Hyreauus leave to raife up the 
the walls (ff his own city, upon his aflcing that 
favour of him, for tlicy had been dcmolllhcd 
by rompev. And tins grant be fent to the 
conhds to Rome, to be engraven in the capitol. 
The ^ decree of the fenatc was this that fol¬ 
lows; “ T.ucius Valcriirs, the ion of I.ucius , 
tlie lector, referred this to the fenate, upon the 
ides of December, in the tciipde of (ioncord. 
There were preient at the writing ('f tliis de¬ 
cree Inicius (dojionia.s, th.e Ion of Lucius of the 
(’.olhne trihe, aud Ifipirius of the (^lirinc tribeg 
concerning the a'lains which Alexander the fon 
('f lalon, and Numcnius the Ion of Antiochus, 
and Alexander the Icm of Dofitheus, ambaffa- 
dons of the jews, good and worthy men, pro- 1 

{loTed, who e.uue to renew that league of good- i 

i 

' ^ i 

* Take ilr Hudion’s note upon this place, wliiel! I fup- i 
role to I'cil.e iiittii : “ Hcie is tonic mill.ike m folephus ; i 
c'r wilt II lie Ir.ul pr.iniiic.i ns ilt'crce tor the reflot.ition \ 
ot Jei (it ■ lei'i, he hi nips in a t’.ecree of l.o pre.iter aiUiqui- i 
ty, .nil! th .t .1 le.c. lie ot tri'nullhip and union .only. One 
n. .y ealily !>e!i' ve that- jofephlis gave order for one thing, 
airl hie. n. i.tis jieiio! med another, by tr.mfpofing de¬ 
cree., ti..it ttv; Uyrc'ini, jirl .isdeluifa! by the ‘ 
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will and friendflnp with the Romans, which 
was in being before. They alfo biought, a 
fliicld of gold, as a mark of confederacy, valu- 
cf! atfiftv thoufand pieces of gold ; and dcfired 
that letters might he given them, dir-eded both 
to the free cities, aud to tl^.C’-'^Sngs. th;if.tjtcir 
cuiintry and their havens miglii be at peace, 
aud tint no ()iie among th.cih might rtcoicc 
anv iujuiy. it therefore picafed [the fenate] to 
make a league of fViendfh/p aiu’ good-xvill witii 
them, and to bellow on them whatfoever tbey 
in need of, and to acccjtt of the Ibicld 
which was hrougbe bv tb.cm. 'I'hls was done 
hi tliC nintli year of liyrcamir, the high jtridl 
and c'dinarch, in the month Panemus.” 1 lyr- 
canus alio received honours iVom the pcojdc 
of Athen.s, as liaving been uleful to them on 
many oecalions. And wh.cn they wrote to 
iiim, tbey lent hinr this decree, as it here fol¬ 
lows ; “ Under the prutaneia and priellhoud ot 
Dionyfius, the fon of Llculapius, cm the liilh 
day of the latter part of the month Panemu.s, 
this decree of the Athenians was given to their 
commanders, when Agatboclcs was archon, 
and Lucies, the fon of Menander of Alimufia, 
was the fcribc. In the month of Munychion, 
on the eleventh day of the prutaneia, a coun¬ 
cil of the prefidents was held in the theatre. 
Dorotheus the high priell, and the fcllow-jirc- 
fidents with him, put it to the vote of the peo¬ 
ple. Dionyfius, the fon of Dionyfius, gave the 
fcntcnce ; Since Hyreanus, the fon of Alexan¬ 
der, the high prieft and ethriarch of the Jews, 
continues to hear good-will to our people in 
general, and ^ to every one of our citizens iit 
particular, and treats them with all forts of 
kindnefs ; and when any of the Athenians 
come to him, cither as ambaffaders, or on any 
occafion of their own, he receives them in an 

obliging 

ramenefs, of their names ; for that belongs to the^/y?high 
pried of this name [lohn Hyreanus] which Jofephu.s lieie 
afrribes to one that lived /otrr [Hyreanus, the fon of AI- 
examter Janneus]. However the decree vvhieli he propo- 
fes to let down follows a little lower, in the colieiftion 
Roman decrees, tliat concerned the Jews, and is that datedi 
when Cscfar was conful the fifth time.” See chap. x. § 5. 
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pblic^inj:; manlier, and fees that they are epn- 
(i'Ti'd:od !)ack in fafety, of whieii we have had fe- 
I'er.il former tellimonies ; it is now alfo decreed, 
at tlic report of Thcodofuri, f'lc fon of Th‘cO- 
vlorus, and upon his putting tlve people in mind 
of ti1C^'irtue of tlifs man, and that his purpofe 
is lo do us all thp good tliat is in his power, to ho¬ 
nour lii’.n with a crown of gold, thi^ ufual re¬ 
ward a'-cording to the law, and to credi. his ftatuc 
in hrafs in the temple of Dennis, and of the 
f Iraccs; and that this preient of a crown flrdl he 
inociaimcd publicly in the theatre, in the Dio- 
nifian fhews, while the new tragedic-, are 
ading ; a.nd in the Panatlienein, and I'.lcufini- 
an, and Cymnica! Ihews aho ; a.nd th.it the 
commanders lhall t.dcc c.ire, u hiic he continues 
in his tricndlhip, and preiLrve-, his good-will 
to us, to return all pciliildc honour and lavoui' 
f.) the man fo. his aircdlon and gcncrnfity ; that 
by this treatment it may appear how our peo- 
}dc receive the gc 'd kindly, and repay them a 
fuitahle reward ; and he may be induced to 
proceed in h'l^ ali'ct-ion towards us by the 
honours wc have edg'eady paid him. That 
amhulTadors he alfo chol'en out of all the Athe¬ 
nians, who lhall carry thi^ decree to him, and 
dcfire him to accept- of the honours we do 
him, and to endeavour always to be doing 
fomc good to our city.” And this fliall fufficc 
US to have fpoken as to the honours that were 
paid by the Romans, and the people of Athens, 
to Hyreanus. 


C H A P. IX. 

How Antlpater committed the Care of Galilee to 
Herod, and that of fcrufalcm to Phaficlns : 
as alfo, how Herod, upon the fews Envy at 
Antipater, was accufed before Hyreanus. 

^ when Czefar had fettled the af- 

fairs of Syria he failed away : And 


as foon as Antipar-er had c.-wduch-d CaTar out 
ol iSyria, he rctm'ned r.o jiuic-.i. l ie then iin- 
j mediately rail’ecriip the w.ill which had been 
I thrown down by Pompey ; and by comi;;ir 
thither lic pacified that tumult which had iveu 
in the country, and this liy both thrc.ittmiug' 
and advifmg them to lie quiet: for rn.it, “ p 
they would he of Ilyrcanufs (ule, they would 
live happily, and lead tlvciv lives-v. ithout dii- 
tnrh.inco, in the enjovmcnr of r!;,ar own poi- 
; lellions; hut if they were ai'.nldvil to (he hopes 
I of what might coinc by im'w.utir g .uid aimed 
I to get wealth tbercliy. tln.A- h (,nhi Icivc liim 
I levcro mailer, inllcad of a vend • g''-v , >-iiO", and 
1 Ih rcanns a >\Tant, inllcml o,i a hihg, ;,ad the 
' Romans, tt.geliicr with C.efrr, tluf,- iilticrcnc- 
niie.s, Inllcad of atlers ; hir they would 
I never bear him to be kt aiidc wh.oin they Iiad 
; appointed to govern." -And when -Aiitipater 
, had laid tlii.s to them, he himlelf Iclilc.l the af- 
I fairs of this country. 

j 2. And Iceing that l-Iyrcanus was of a flow 
j and llothfui temper, lie-made i’halaclus, his 
eldell fon,. governor t r Jerufalcm, and of the 
places that were about It, hut commuted Gali¬ 
lee to Ilerod, his next fon, who was then a 
very young man, for hcw.ashut ^ fifteen years 
of age : Hut that youth of his was no irnpedi- 
ment to him ; hut as he was a youth of a great 
mind, he prclcntly nut with an opportunity of 
fignall/.ing his courage ; for finding that there 
was one Hc/ckias, a captain of a hand of rob¬ 
bers, who ovcr-ran the neigl'ihouring parts of 
Syria, with a great troop of them, he leized 
him, and flew him, as well as a great number 
of the other robbers that were with him; for 
which adion he was greatly beloved by the 
Syrians ; for when they were very ddirous to 
have their country freed from this neft of 
robbers, he purged it of them : So they fung 
fongs in his commendation in their villages and 

cities, 


* Tliofc who will carefully obferve the.fevctal occafion- 
'■1 njlmbers and chronological charaflers in the life and 
death of this Herod, and of his children, hereafter noted, 
will fee, that tnueniyyive years, and not fifteen, mull for 
certain have been here jofephus's own namber for the age 


• of Herod, when he w.vs made governor of Galilee. See 
chap, xxiii. ^ y. and chap. xxiv. § 7. and particularly 
Antfq. B. XVII. ch.ip. viii. § i. where about 44 years af¬ 
terwards Hcroit did an old man at about 70. 
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cities, a? having procured them }>eace, and the ] 
fecure enjoyment of thtlr pod'clhons; and on 
this account if was that he HScame Icaown-to 
to Sextus Ca’far, who was a relation of the | 
great Ccefar’s, and was now prefident of Syria. ! 
Now rhafaelus, Herod’s brother, was moved ' 
with emulation at his adions, and envied the 
fame he had thereby gotten, and became am- | 
bitious not to be behind-haiul witli him in de- i 
ferving it: So he made the inhabitants of Jeru- ' 
falem bear him the grc.itcll good-will, while he I 
held the city himlelf, !)ut did neither manage | 
its affairs improperly, nor abule Ids authonty 1 
therein. This eouduCt prociued from the na- j 
t'on to Antipatcr Inch lelped as is due to kings, 
and fuch honours as he might partake of if he 
were an abfolute lord of the country. Yet did 
not this fplendor of his, as frequently happens, 
in the leaft diminifti in him that kindnefs and 
fidelity whicli he owed to Hyreanus. 

3. But now the principal men among the 
Jcivs, when they faw Antipater and his fons to 
grow fo much in the good-will the nation bare 
to them, and in the revenues which they re¬ 
ceived out of Judea, and out of Hyreanus’s own 
wealth, they became ill-difpofed to him ; for 
indeed Antipatcr had contradled a friendfhip 
with the Roman emperors ; and when he had 
prevailed with Hyreanus to fend them money, 
he took it to himfelf, and purloined the pre- 
fent intended, and fent it, as if.it were his own, 
and not Hyreanus’s gift to them. Hyreanus 
heard of this his management, but took no 
care about it; nay, he rather was very glad of 
it; But the chief men of the Jews wcre'there- 
fore in fear, bccaufc they faw that Herod was 
a violent aitd lK)ld man, and very defirous of 
acting t)Tanically ; fo they came to Hyreanus, 
and notv accufeJ Antipatcr openly, and fald to 
him, “ Blow long wilt thou he quiet under j 
fuch adfions as are now done ? Or doft thou 
not fee that Antipatcr and his fons have al- 

* It is here worth our while to rerua’-k, that none 
could be put to death in Judea, but by tlie ..pprob.rcion of 
the Ji'wlfli fanhedrim •, there being an excellent provifion 
hr the law of Mofes, that even in criiniiial raufes, and 
particularly where life was concerned, an appeal Ihould 


ready feized upon the government ? and that 
it is only the name of a king whicli is givent 
thee ? But do not thou fuffer thefe things to he 
hidden from thee ; nor do thou think to efcape 
daiager by being fo carelefs of thyfelf and of 
thy kingdom ; for Antipatec^lfid his f^ps are 
not now ftewards of thine affairs : do not thou 
deceive thyfelf with fuch a nbtion ; they are 
evidently abfolute lords ; for Herod, Autipater’s 
fon, hath llain Hezekiah, and thole that were 
with him, and hath thereby tranfgreli'ed our 
law, which bath forbidden to flay any man, 
even, though be were a wicked man, ualefs Im 
had bcc'i brfl: * condemned to fufl’er death 1)) 
the ianhedrim ; yet h.ith lie been fo iufolent as 
to do tiiib. and that without any authority from 
thee.” 

4. iJi'C)N Hyreanus hearing this, he com¬ 
plied witlr them. The mothers alfo of thole 
that had been llain by Herod railed his in¬ 
dignation ; for thefe women continued every 
day in the temple, perfuading the king and 
the people, that lierod might undergo a trial 
before the fanhedrim for what' he had done. 
Hyreanus was fo moved by thefe complaints, 
that he fummoned Herod to come to his trial 
for what was chargetl upon him. Accordingly 
he camie; but his father had perfuaded him to 
come, not like a private man, but with a guard, 
for the fecurity of his perfon ; and that when 
he had fettled the a^airs of Galilee in the befl. 
manner he could for his own advantage, he 
flrould come to his trial, but ftill with a body 
of men fufficient for his fecurity on his jour¬ 
ney, yet fo that he fhould not come with fo 
great a force as might look like terrifying Hyr¬ 
eanus, but ftill fuch an one as might not cx-r 
pofe him naked and unguarded [to his ene¬ 
mies.] However, Sextus ^far, prefident of 
Syria, wrote to Hyreanus, and defired him to 
clear Herod, and difmifs him at his trial; and 

threaten- 

He from the IcHbr councils of feven in the other cities, fo 
the fupretne coilncil of feventy-one at Jerufalcm. And 
this is exidlly according to our Saviour’s words, wheli 
lays, Jt could not be that a prophetJhouldperllh out of Jtrufo" 
l-m^ Luke xiii. 33. 



^Chap. IX. ANTI QJCjT't \ E S O F T H E JEWS. ' 

tltreateneil him before-Jiand, if he oid not do ing Sameas ; for he had a great fumour for 
t'?^ Wlfich c[)i!lle of his was the occafion of him on %fcount of his rightcouf^ici's, and i)e- 
Hyreanus delivering Herod from fuffering any caufe, when the city was afterward heiieged 
harm from tlic fanliedrim ; for he loved Jftn by Herod and Sofius, he peri'uaded the pcoj)l8 
as his own fon. But when Herod food be- I to admit Herod into it ; and told them, d'hat 
fore tlx; I'anhcdri'fn, with his body of men j “ for their fins they would not be able to ef- 
ibout him, he affrighted them all, and no one cape liis hands.” Which things will be related 
of his for ncr accuiers durll after that bring by us in their proper ])laces. 
any charge againft him ; but there was a deep .| 5. Bor vadicn ilyreanus faw that the mcm- 

iilencc, and nobexiy knew what was to be done. ! bcis of the ianhedrim were ready to pronounce 
When aifairs Rood thus, one whofe name the lentcncc of death ujion Mcrod, he jnit off* 
was * SiH.'.'i’ds (a righteous man he was, and the trial to another day, and lent privately to 
for that reafon above all fear) role up, and Herod, and advifed him to ily oi:t oflliecily, 
fjid, “ O you that arc allellbrs with me, and lor that by this means he miglit elcapc. So he 
0 thon that art our kin;’, 1 neither have ever retired to Darnalcus, as though he Oed from the 
mylelf known fecli a e:tle, nor do I fuppole king; And when he had been with Sextus Ca’- 
th;it any one of you can nani. its jrarallel, that I far, and had put his own affairs in .1 fare pof- 
one who is called to take his trial by us ever | lure, be refolved to do thus, that in cafe he 
food in Rich a manner before us ; but every ' were again fammoned before the fanhedrim to 
'ue, cvhoibcver he be, that comes to be tried take his trial, he would not obey that fummons. 
t)V this fanhedrim, prefeats himfelf in a Rib- fjcreupon the members of the fanhedrim had 
’Tullivc manner, and like one that is in fear of great indignation at this poRure of affairs; and 
liimfelf, and that endeavours to move us to endeavoured to perfuade Hyreanus, that all 
oinpaRion, with his hair diffievelled, and in thefe things were againR him. Which ftatc of 
black and mourning garment; but this ad- matters he was not ignorant of; but his tem- 
inirable man Herod, who is accufed of mur- per was fo unmanly, and fo foolifh, that he 
dcr, and called to anfwer fo heavy an accufa- was able to do nothing at all. But when Sex- 
tion, ftands here clothed in purple, and with tus had made Herod general of the army of 
the hair of his head finely trimmed, and with Cclefyiia, for he fold him that poR for money, 
his armed men about him, that if we fliall con- Hyreanus was in fear IcR Herod fliould make 
demn him by our law, he may flay us, and by war upon him ; nor was the effedl of wliat he 
overbearing juRice, may himfelf efcape death, feared long in coming upon him; for Herod,. 
Yet do not I make this complaint againR Her- came, and brought an army along wilh him, 
od himfelf; he is to be fure more concerned to fight witli Hyreanus, as being angry at the 
for himfelf than for the laws : but my com- trial he had ijecn lummoned to undergo before 
plaint is againR yourfelves, and your king, the fanhedrim ; but his father Antipater, and 
who give him licence fo to do^ However, his brother [rhalaclus] met him, and hindered 
• take you. notice, God is great, and that him from aflauiting jerufalem. They allb pa- 
this very man, .wncro you are going to abfolvc cified his vehement temper, and perfuaded hiny. 
and difmifs for the fake of Hyreanus, will one to do no overt adlion, but only to affright them 
day punifli both you and your king himfelf with threatenings, and to proceed no farther a- ■ 
alfo.” Nor did Sameas miftake in any {lart of gainft one VN’ho had given him the dignity he 
this prediaion ; for when .Herod had receiveci had ; they alfo defired him not only to be angry 
the kingdom, he flew all the members of'this that he was funnuoned, and obliged to come 
fanhcclrim, aud Hyreanus himfelf alfo, except- , to . 

L * This account, as Reland ohferves, is confirmed by the Talnaudilts, who call this Sameas, Siwvi /,b A’l ot- 

‘ShetacL 
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t() ]/is trl'i] ; hut to vememhcr withal, how lie 
wa^ (lifniinccf without coiuicninatior^and how 
ouqht to give Hyreanus thanks for the fame ; 
and that he was not to rcc;ard only what was 
ditajrrceablc to him, and l)e unthankful for I,is 
deliverance. So they dcfircd him to conhder, 
that lincc it isCiiod that turns tiu' fcales of war, 
there is "rcat unrertainty in the iffuc of i)attlc.s; 
and that thcrclorc lie ought not to expeCl the 
vielory, when he ihould light with his king, 
and him th.at had iupported him, and hellovved 
many henciits upon him, and had done no thing 
iflelf very ievere to him ; for that his accufa- 
rion, which was derived from evil counfeilo!s, 
a;.ul not from hlinlcll, had rather the lidpicion 
of fome ieverity, than any thing really fevcrc 
in it. Ilcrod w’as perluaded by theic argu¬ 
ments, and believed that it was fufheient for his 
future hopes to have made a Ihcw of his ftrength 
iiefore the nation, and done no more to it : 
.'XikI in this date were the afl’airs of Judea at 
this time. 


C H A P. X. 

77.U' Hovonrs that ivcre paid the pfeu's ; and the 
l.eagi/es that vec)‘c made by the Romans^ and 
other Nations with them. 

') t. ""'OW when (i:efar was come to Rome, 
he was ready to fail into Africa, to 
light againd Scipioand (iato ; when Hyrcanus 
lent amhalfadors to him, and by them deftred 
that he would ratify that lewgue of frienddaip 
and mutual alliance wliich was between them.. 
And it Icems to me to be necelfary here to give 
an aceoum of all the honours that the Romans 
and tlicir etirperors paid to our nation, and of 
the leagues of mutual alfidance they have made 
with it, that all the red of mankind may know 
what regard the kings of Ada and Europe have 
had to us, and that they have been abundantly 
jatiidied of our courage and ddelity ; for where¬ 
as many will not bldievc what hath been written 

■ ’’ 'I'iu-t riyrcanirs w;is liimfelf in Egypt along with An- 
tip'.iur tl.ir. time, to whom accordingly (he bold and 
I'i i; !(-)i: .'.clions oi' Ids ilrputy Aniipater are here aferibed, 


I about us ])y the Pcrfian:; and Macedonians, he- 
1 caufe thofe w'ritingr, are not every where to be 
met with, nor do lie in public places, but a- 
millngus ourlelves, and certain other barbafcius 
nations : while there is no extradition to be 
made againd the decrees of me Romans; foi 
they are laid u]) in the public places of the 
cities, and arc extant dill in tlic eajiitol, am' 

I are engraven u])f)n ]fdl \rs of brais ; nay, be- 
I lulcs this, Julius (l.eiar made a pillar of bra!- 
j lor the Jews at Alexandria, and declared pub- 
j licly that they were citizens of Alexandria, 
j Out of tbcle evidences will I demonlli a.te wlia! 
j 1 lav; and will now let dortn the decrees, 
I mai'c both by the lenatc and by fulius Cxtea-, 
I v.'hich relate to ilvrcanus, anri to cnir nade-. 

! J ' 

I 2 . “ Cahis Jui.itis (bsA-AR, imper.'tor a-.e: 
j high pried, and ditator the iecoml time, to t’.'. 

! magidrates, lenatc, and people ol' Sidon, iend- 
eth greeting; If you be in health it is well : ! 
alfb and t'de army are well. I have font vo’u 
\ copy of that decree, regidered on the tald., , 

; v.duch concerns Hyrcanus, the fon of Alexan.- 
! der, the high pried and ethnarch of the fews, 

; that laid up among the public records; 

: tljiat it be openly propofed in a ta- 

I both in Greek and in Latin. It 

I fseas Julius, Csefar, imperator the fe- 

cohil .||^‘^lnd high pried, have made this 
j decree, y^ith the approbation of the fenate . 
Wlfercas'Hyrcanus, the fon of Alexander the 
Jew,-hath derqcfcdraicd his fidelity and deli- 
^nce hbout our afl'airs ; and this, both now 
and in former times, both in peace and in 
w'ar, as many of our generals have borne 
witnefs ; and came to our aflidance in the lad: 
* Alexandrian war, with fifteen hundred fol- 
diers ; and when he was by me to Mith- 
ridates, fliewed himfelf ilpefior in valour to 
all the reft of that army: For thefe reafons I 
will, that Hyrcanus, the fon of Alexander, and 
his children, die cthnarchs of the Jews, and 
have the high priefthood of the Jews for ever, 


as this decree of Julius Cicfar fuppofes, wc are farther af- 
fured by the teftimony of Strabo, already produced by Jo- 
fephus, chap. viii. j 3. 
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cording to the cuftoms of tlicir fercfatlicrs ; 
end that he and Iris Ions he our coniedcrates ; 
And that, befidcs this, every one of them he 
'nskoned*among our particular friends. 1 alh) 
-ndain, that he and liis cliildren retain rvhalfo- 
e ver p'.;ivilege3 oCong to tlie ollice of liigh prieft, 
or rvhatfocvcr favours have been hillierto grant¬ 
ed them. And ff at any time hcreaiter there arilc 
:iuy (iLieilions about the Jcwilli eulhjms, I vvlll 
Uiat hg determine the lame. And I think it 
not proper that they ihould be obliged to find 
us winter-cpjarters, or that any money iliould , 

lie recjuircd of them.” _ ' 

p “ Tut: decrees of .Caius Caefar, conlul, ; 
containing what hath been granted and deter- j 
mined, arc as follows ; That Hyreanus and his ' 
• hildren bear rule over the nation of the Jews, 
.uui have the profits of the place,, to them bc- 
tjucathed j .ind that he, as himlell the high 
prieil and etlmarch of the Jews, defend thole 
that are iniured. And that ambaifadors be 
lent to Ilyrmiius, the fon of Alexander, the 
liigh pridl of the jews, that may difeourfe 
whh him about a league of fricndlliip and mu¬ 
tual allillancc ; and that a table of brafs, con¬ 
taining the premilfes, be openly propofed In 
the eaiVitol, and at Sidon, and Tyre, and Afkc- 
lon, and in the temple, engraven in Roman 
and Greek letters ; that this decree may alio 
be communicated to the queftors and pretois 
of the fcveral cities, and to the friends of the 
jews : and that the ambaffadors may have pre- 
fents made them, that thefe decices be lent 
every where.” 

4. “ Caius CacSAR, imperator, didator, 
conful, hath granted, I’hat out of regard to 
the honour, and, virtue, and kindnefs of the 
man, and for the, advantage of the fenate, and 
of the people of Rome, Hyreanus, the fon of 
Alexander, both he and his children, be high 
priefts and priefts of Jcrufalcm, and of the 
jewilh nation, by the fame right, and accord¬ 
ing to the fame laws, by which their progeni¬ 
tors leave held the prieflhood.” 

f. Caius CiESAR, conful the fifth time, 
hath decreed. That the Jews fhall pofTefs Jeru- 
falem, and may encompafs that city with walls; 
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\ and that Hyreanus, (he fm cfmchr, tlic 
liirji prieil and eifinarcli ol the J.nvs, rci.iin 1: 
in llie manner he himiel: plealcs ; and tliat '.lie 
Jews he allowetl to deduCi out ol tr.eii Irihnle. 
every feeond ve,ir the land ]'■ lei [iti the lah- 
halic jieriodj a eoru^ ('I that Irih’ite ; and that 
the trilnitc they pay he not let to firm, noe 
tiiat thev Jiay ahvav'- t'm lame tribute. ’ 

6. “ Caius Cms.tK, imperator the Iccond 
time, hath ordained, Tiiat .dl the eonn'i'y ol 
tile Jews, excepting joj.pa, dn jm)' a tribute 
yearly for the city Je: ui.dcm, cveejiting (in 
i'eventh, whicli they call 'he /...'e 
heeaulc thereon tlicy iieitlier r-.' ■ .v gi' e •ruit ', 
of tlicir trees, nur do th.cy io,w 
that they pay tlitir tr.i/ule in h 
cond yc.ir [of that laiihati' al pi 
jiart of what was (own ; . nid 1 
are to pay tlic fame tithes to I 
Ions which they })aid to tlicir 1 
that no one, neither itrclideiU, nor !ii a'enr.i;!, 
nor amba/lador, railc aiixilia'acs wulnn vne 
bounds of Judea ; nor my foldia.s exacl money 
of tlicin for wiiiter-ijuarters, or under any o- 
tlicr pretence, Init tiiat they he free from ali 
forts of injuries : Aud that wiiatfoever they 
fhall hcrcaflcr liave, and are in poirefUon of, 

! or have bouglit, they fliall retain them all. it 
I is alii) our plcafure, that the city Jopi'a, wliich 
the Jews bad originally, wlieii tliey made a 
league of friendflim) with the Romans, fliall be¬ 
long to them, afrit formerly did ; and that 
Elyrcanus, the Ion of Alcxanelcr, and Jus loins, 
Itavc as tribute of that city from thole that 
occupy the laud, lor the country, and for wliat 
they export every year to Sidon, twenty thou- 
fand fix hundred and feventy-live mociii e\e'ry 
year, the fevcntli year, which they call tlie/.'//- 
/mtic yea>\ excepted, whereon tlicy neitliei 
plough nor receive the jirodudt of their trees. 
It is alfo the plealure of the fenate, that as to 
the villages whieli are in the great plain, which 
Hyreanus and his forefathers formerly poiTelTed, 
Hyreanus and the Jews have them, with the 
fame privileges with which tin y formerly had 
them alfo; aud that the fame origiiial cadi- 
6 G nances 
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lirin: r; rcmala Hill in force which concern the 
Jew;:, wiih regard to tliclr Ingh priefts ; and 
that they enjoy the fame heuelils which they 
liave liad formerly, hy the conceffion of the 
people and of the I'enatc ; And let them enjoy 
the Hiv'c privileges in Lydda. It is the plea- 
furc allb of the fenatc, that Idyrcanus the eth- 
narch, and the Jena-,, retain thole places, coim- 
tiie;;, and villages, which, belonged to the kings 
of .Syria and Phenicia, the corifedcratcs of the 
Romans, and which they had beftowed on 
them as their free gifts, it is rdfo granted to 
Hyreanus, and to itis Ions, and to the am- 
halfathys by them lent to us, that in the fights 
between iingle gladiators, and in thole with 
bcalhs, they lliall fit among the fenators to fee 
thofe llicws; And that when they defire an 
audience, they fliall be introduced into the fe- 
nate by the didlator, or hy the general of the 
horfe; and when they have introduced them, 
their anfwei's lhall be returned them in ten days 
at the farthell, after the decree of the fciiatc is 
made about their affairs.” 

y. “ Caius Caisar, imperatem, didlator the 
fourth time, and conful the fifth lime, declared 
to he perpetual didfator, made this fjiecch con¬ 
cerning the rights and privileges of Hyreanus, 
the fon of Alexander, the high prieft and eth- 
narch of the Jews. Since thofe ^ imperators 
that have been in the provinces before me 
have borne witnefs to Ilyrca^iis, the high prieft 
of the Jews, and to the Jews themfelves, and 
this before the fenate and people of Rome, when 
the people and fenatc returned their thanks to 
them, it is good that wc alfo now remember 
the lame, and provide that a requital lie made 
to Hyreanus, to the nation of the }cws, and 
to the Ions of Hyreanus, by the fenatc and 
people of Rome, and that fuitahly to what 
good-will they have Ihewn us, and to the be¬ 
nefits they have.beftowcd up us.” 

8. “Julius Caius, pretor [conful] ofRome, 
to the magiftrates, fenatc, and people of the 

* Dr Hutlfan juftiy fuppofes, that ihcfe Roman impera¬ 
tors, or penerals of armies, meant both here and § 2 . who 
pave teflimony to llyrcaTius’s and the Jews faithfulnefs 
.nd pood-will to the Romans before the fenate and people j 


OF THE JEWS; 

Parians, fendeth greeting : The Jews of Dclosi 
and fome other Jews that fojourn there, in the 
prefence of your atnbafiadors, fignified to ns, 
that by a decree of yours you forbid’ them ni 
make ulc of the cuftoms of their forefathers, 
and their way of facred wor£hij 5 , Now jt does 
not plcafc me thatfuch decrees fliould be made 
againft our friends and confederates, wltcrcby 
they are forbidden to live according to their 
own cuftoms, or to bring in contribiilions for 
common fuppers, and holy feftivals, while they 
are not forbidden fo to do even at Rome itfcif t 
for even Caius C.Tcfar, our impcralor and conlu.!, 
in that decree wherein he foihad the Bacchanal 
rioters to meet in the city, did yet permit thefe 
Jews, and thefe'only, Ixith to bring in their 
contributions, and to make their common ftip- 
. pers. Accordingly, when 1 forbicl other Bac- 
j chanai rioters,! permit tbefejews to gather them- 
! felves together, according to the cuftoms and 
laws of their forefathers, and to perlift therein. 
It will he therefore good for you, that if you 
I have made any decree againft thefe our friends 
I and confederates, to abrogate the fame, by 
reafon of their ; Irtue, and kind difpofitlon to¬ 
wards ns.” 

9. Now after Caius was flain, when Marcus 
Antonius and Publius Dolabella were confuls, 
they both aiTemblcd the fenate, and introduced 
Hyrcaniis’s ambaffadors into it, and difeourfed 
of what they deftred, and made a league of 
friendfhip with them. The fenate alfo decreed 
to grant them all they deftred. I add the de¬ 
cree itfcif, that thofe w'ho read the prefent work, 
may have ready hy them a demonftration of 
the truth of what wc fay. The decree was 
this : 

10. “ The decree of the fenate, copied out 
of the treafury, from the public tables belong¬ 
ing to the queftors, when Quintus Rutilius and 
Caius Cornelius were queftors, and taken out 
of the fecond table of the firft clafs, on the, third 

day 

of Rome, were principally Pompey, Scaurus, and Gabi- 
nius : of all whom jofephus had already given us the hif- 
tory, fo far as the Jews were concerned with them. 
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day before the ides of April, in the temple of 
Concord. There were prefent at the writing 
of th'.s dea'ee, Lucius Calpurnius Pifo of the 
’ithincnian’ tribe, Servius ('apinius Potitas of the 
Lemonian tribe, Caius Caniniiis Rubilius of the 
.Tercntine tribe, Publius Tidetius, Lucius A- 
'' pulinus, the fon of Lucius, of the Sergian tribe, 
Flavius, the fon of Lucius, of the Lemonian 
tribe, Publius Platius, the fon of Publius, of | 
the Papyrian tribe, Marcus Aet'ius, the fon of j 
Marcus, of the Medan tri!>e, Lucius Erucius, I 
the fon of Lucius, of the Stdhitine tribe. Mar- | 
cus Quintius Plancillus, the fon of Marcus, of | 
the Pollian tribe, and Publius Scrius. Publius ' 
Dolabella, and Marcus Antonins, the confuls, ■ 
made this reference to the Icnate, that as to 
thofc things which, by the decree of the fenatc, 
Caius Cx'far had adjudged about the Jews, and 
vet had not hitherto that decree brought into ; 
the treafury, it is our will, as it is alfo the de- j 
fire of Publius Dolabella, and Marcus Antoni- j 
(IS, our confuls, to have thefe decrees put into 
the public tables, and brought to the city quef- 
tors, that they may take care to have them 
put upon the double tables. This was done 
before the fifth of the ides of February, in the 
tcfn}>lc of Concord. Now the ambafladors 
irom Hyreanus the high prieft were thefe, Ly- 
iimachus the fon of Pauianias, Alexander the 
ion of Theodorus, Patroclus the fon of Chcrc- 
as, and Jonathan the fon of Onias.” 

■ II. Hyrcanus fent alfo one of thefe am- 
haffadors to Dolabella, who was then the pre- 
fed of Alia, and defircd him to difmifs the Jews 
from military fcrvices, and to preferve to them 
the cufloms ot their forefathers, and to permit 
them to live according to them. And . when 
. Dolabella had received i lyrcanus’s letter, with¬ 
out any farther deliberation, he fent an epiftle 
to all the Afiatics, and particularly to the city 
of the F.ohelians, the metropolis of Afia, about 
the Jews ; a copy of which epiftle here fol¬ 
lows ; 

Tz. “ When Artemon was prytanis, on the 
Virft day of the mouth Leneon, Dolabella, im- 
perator, to the fenatc, and magiftrates,, and 
people of t!ic Ephefians, fendeth greeting : A- 
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lexander the fon of Theodorir-, the amhaftadon 
of Hyrcanus, the fon of Alexander, tiic bi'ili 
prieft aad'ethnarch of the Jews, aj'-pcared be¬ 
fore me, to Ihew that his countrymen could 
i not go into their armies, bccaulc ilicv are not 
allowed to bear arms, nor to travel on ihe Sab¬ 
bath-days, nor there to jirocuix theinlelves thole 
1 forts of food which they liave been uh d to cat 
; from the times of their iorcfalhcrs ; I do tluse- 
j fore grant them a freedom from going into iho 
i army, as the former prefedls have dune, ant^ 
]>crnut tlicm to ule the cuftmus of llicii fon- 
f.-.thers, in afleinbling together f(ir lacted and 
religious purpofes, as their law requires, and 
for collcding oblations ueccliary for laciilices ' 
And my will is, that you wiile tliis tcj the 11 - 
vcral cities under your iuriidlelloii.” 

13. And ihcle were the conceflions that 
Dolabella made to our nation, when Hyrcanus' 
font an arnbafl’age to him. But Imcius the 
conful’s decree ran thus; “ I have at iny tri¬ 
bunal fet thefe Jews, wlio arc citizens of Ronii', 
and follow the jewilh religious tifes, and yet 
live at Fdphefus, free from going into the army, 
on account of the fujH’rftilion they arc under. 
This r;as done before the twclllli of the calends 
of October, when Lucius Lcntuliis, and Caius 
Marccllus, were confuls, in the prclencc of 
j Titus Appius Ralgus, tlic fon of 'I'itin., and 
lieutenant of ttic Ib'raiian tube, ( f d’itus 
'Fongius, the fon of '1 itus, (>f the Cruftaminc 
tribe, of Chlinlus Reims, the Ion tF Ouintu:-, 
of Titus Pompclus l.ongimis, the liaii of Titus, 
of Caius Servilius, the fon of (laius, of the 
Terentinc tribe, of Bracebus the military tri¬ 
bune, of Puldius Lucius Oallus, the Ion cd 
Publius, of the F'eturian tribe, oi Cain.', Sentj- 
us, the fon of Caius, of the Sabba.tiuc iiil)e, of 
Titus Atllius Bulbus, rbe foa tjf 'i'itu-, lieuten¬ 
ant and vice-pretor, to the magiftratea, Icnau, 
and people of the F.pliclie.ns, lenueti) electing ; 
Lucius liCntulus the conlul iVecd liic )ews that 
are in Afia from goit-g isito tin; ai'mieg ;U my 
intercellion for tliem.. An i fun i ha;! maclc 
the fame petition l(ane time aiterwar l i-j Pl’;;- 
nius the imtierator, and to Lue’m,. /tnU i li. 1 be 
vicc-queftor, I (' 1 /i.aincJ that I'rlvlbq : A't'mna 


! 
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alfo : And my will is, that you take care that ' 
no one give them any difturbancc.” I 

14. The decree of the Delians. “ The an- j 
fwer of the pretors, when Beotus was archon, ! 
on the twentieth day of the month Thargelcon, ! 
while Marcus Pifo the lieutenant lived in our ‘ 
city, who was alfo appointed over the choice ' 
of the foldiers, he called us, and many others ! 
of the citizens, and gave order, that if there be ; 
licrc any Jews, who are Roman citizens, no ' 
one is to give thetn any difturbance about going | 
into the army, beeaufe Cornelius Lentulus the ; 
conful freed the Jews from going into the i 
army, on account of the fuperftition tlicy are.' 
under ; you are therefore obliged to fubmit to | 
the pretor.” And the like decree was made by 
the Sardians about us alfo. 

15. “ Caius Phanius, the fon of Cains, 
imperator and conful, to the magiftrates of 
Cos, fendeth greeting: I would have you know 
rhat the ambafruh)rs of the Jews have been 
with me, and defired they might have thole 
decrees which the fenate had made about them ; 
which decrees are here fubjoined. My will is, 
ihat you have a regard to, and take care of 
thefc men, according to the fenate’s decree, 
that they may be fafely conveyed home through 
your country.” 

i(). The declaration of Lticlus Lentulus the i 
conful : I have dilmiiTcd thoic Jews who arc j 
Roman citizens, and who appear to me to have 
their religious rites, and to obferve tbc laws of 
the Jews at F.plicfus, on account of the lupcr- 
llitioa they arc under. This afl was done be¬ 
fore th.e thirteenth of tbc calends of Oclober.” 

i 7. “■ L u c 1 u s AN 'r o NI u s, the I’on of Mar¬ 
cus, \;cc-(jiu.llor and vicc-pretor, to tire magif- 
trates, Icn.itc, and people of the Sardians, 
fardeth greeting; 'Phofe Jews that are our fel- 
!ow-citi/cns of Rome, came to me, and dc- 
raondrated th it tlicy Iiad an atrcmbly of their ! 
own, .iccording to the laws of their forefathers, j 
and this from the heginning, as alfo a place of j 
their own, 'ivhcrein tliey determined their fuits i 
and controverfies with one another ; Upon their j 
peikioii therefore to me, that thefe might be I 
lawful for them, 1 give order th.rt thefe their ! 
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privileges be preferved, and they be permitted 
to do accordingly. 

18. The declaration of Marcus Publiits, the 
Ton of Spurius, and of Marcus, the fon ’o! 
Marcus, and of Lucius, the fon of Publius • 
“ We went to the proconful, and informed him 
of what Dofitlicus, the fon ci CIcopatrida of 
Alexandria defired, that, if be thought good, 
he would difmifs thofe Jews who were Roman 
citizens, and were wont to obferve the rites of 
the Jewilli religion, on account of the fuj-cr- 
llition they were under. Accordingly he did 
difmifs tliem. TJiis was done before the thir¬ 
teenth of the calends of Odlohcr.” 

19. “ In the montli Quintills, when Lucius 
Lentulus and Caius Marcellus were conful;, ; 
and there were prefent Titus Appius Balhus, the 
Ibu of Titus, lieutenant of the lioratiau tribi., 
Titus Tongius of the Cruftaminc tribe, Quintu 
Relius, the fon of Quintus, Titus Pompeius, tlic 
fon of Titus, Cornelius Longinus, Caius Se^- 
vilius Bracchus, the fon of Caius, a military tri¬ 
bune of the Terentinc tribe, Publius Clunin 
Callus, the fon of Publius, of the Vcturiai: 
tribe, Caius Tcutius, the fon of Caius, a military 
tribune of the Emilian tribe, Sextus Atilius 
Serranus, tlie fon of Sextus, of the Efquilinc 
tribe, Caius Pompeius, the fon of Caius, of tlie 
Sabatinc tribe, Titus Appius Menander, the fon 
of Titus, Publius Servilius Strabo, the fon of 
Publius, Lucius Paccius Capito, the fon of Lu¬ 
cius, of the Colline tribe, Aulus Furius Tertr- 
us, the fon of Aulus, and Appius Menas. In 
the prefence of thefe it was that Lentulus pro¬ 
nounced this decree : I have before the tribunal 
difmilTcd thofe Jews that are Roman citizens, 
and arc accullomed to obferve the facred rites of 
the Jews at Ephefus, on account of the fuper- 

: llition they arc under.” 

I 20. “ The magiftrates of the Laodiceans to 
Caius Rubilius, the fon of Caius the conful, 
fendeth greeting : Sopater, the ambalTador of 
Hyreanus the high prieft, hath delivered us an 
cpiftle from thee, whereby he lets us know, 
that certain ambafladors were come from’EIyr- 
canus the high prieft of the Jews, and brought 

an 
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a;I epiftie written concerning tlicir nation, 
v.-herein they tlcfirc that the Jews may be al¬ 
lowed to obibrve their Sabbaths, and other fa- 
r.;xd rites, .according to the law's of their fore- 
fatliers, and that they rfiay be under no com¬ 
mand, becaufe thby are our friends and confe- 
'(te'atcs,'and that nobody may injure them in 
our provinces. . Now although the TralUans 
rherc prefent contradicted them, and were not 
pleafed with thcl'e decrees, yet didll thou give 
order that they fhould be obferved, and in- 
formcdll us that thou hadfl been defired to w'ritc 
this to us about them. We therefore, in obe¬ 
dience to the injunctions we have received 
from thee, have received the cpiftlc whicli thou 
fentert ns, and have laid it up by itfelf among 
our public records. And as to tlic other things 
about which thou didll fend to us, we will 
take care that no complaint be made againft 

US. 

2 1. “Publius Servilius, the fon of Publi¬ 
us, of the Galban tribe, the proconful, to the 
magiltrates, fenate, and people of the Milefians, 
fendeth greeting : Prytanes, the fon of PIcrmes, 
a citizen of yours, came to me wdien I was at 
Tralles, and held a court there, and informed 
me that you ufed the Jews in a way different 
from my opinion, and forbad them to celebrate 
their Sabbaths, and to perform the facred rites 
received from their forefathers, and to manage 
the fruits of the land according to their ancient 
cuftom, and that he had himfelf been the pro- 
mulger of your decree, according as your laws 
rcfjuirc; 1 wmuld therefore have you know, 
that upon hearing the pleadings on both fidcs, 
I gave fcntence that the Jews fltould not be 
prohibited to make ufe of their own cuftoms.” 

2 2 . The decree oft hofe of Pergamus. When 
■' Cratip})us was prytanis, on the firft day of the 
month Dehus, the decree of the pretors was 
this : “ Since the Romans, following the con- 
d\ia of their anceftors, undertake dangers for 
the common fafety of all mankind, and are 
ambitious to fettle their confederates and friends 
>in ha4ipinefs, and in firm peace, and fince the 
natio'n of the Jews, and their high prieft Hyr- 
canus,. fent as ambaffadors to them, Slrato, the 


fon of Thcodatus, and Apehoniu''., ;hc fon of 
Ah::andcr, and l'.ncas, tlic foi\ oi’ /viuinaicr, 
and Ariitohulus, the fon of Amynla?, and S;>- 
lij'-ater, the Ion of Philip, ^Y()nhv and gotal 
men, who gave a particular account oi' their af- 
iairs, the lenate thereupon made a decree a- 
bout what they had deiircil of them, that Am 
tiochus the king, the fon of Antiochus, fliouhi 
do no injury to the Jews, the confederates oi' 
the Romans ; and that the fortrellcs, and the 
havens, and the country, and whatfoever die 
Ire had taken from them, ihonld he rcilorcd to 
tiicm ; and tliat it may he lawi’u! i'or them t<' 
export their goods out of tlicir own havens ; 
and that no king nor people may have have tea 
export any goods, cither out of the eouuiry of 
judea, or out of their havens, without paving 
cuftoms, hut only Ptolemy the king of Alexan¬ 
dria, becaufe he is our confederate and friend: 
and that according to their defirc the garrifon 
that is in Joppa may be ejeded. Norv luicius 
Pettius, one of otir fenators, a wojthy and 
good man, gave order, that we Ihonhl take 
care that thefe things fhould be doire according 
to the fenate’s decree ; and that wc fhould takc 
care alfo, that their ambafladors might return 
home in fafety. Accordingly we admitted 
Theodorus into our fenate and aiTembly, and 
took the epiftie out of his hands, as well as the 
decree of the fenate ; And as lie diieourfed w'ith 
great zeal about the Jews, and dcl'ciihcd Plyr- 
canus’s virtue and generofity, and how' he was 
a bcnefa£lor to all men in common, and parti¬ 
cularly to every body that comes to him, wc 
laid up the epiftie in our public records, and 
made a decree ourfelves, that fince w'e alio are 
in confederacy with the Romans, we rvfujld 
do every thing we could for the Jews, accord¬ 
ing to the fenate’s decree. TJieodorus alfo, 
who brought the epiftie, defired of our pretor,-, 
that they would fend Ilyreanus a cfipy of that 
decree, as alfo ambafladors to iignity to him 
the affeftion of our peojile to him, and to ex¬ 
hort them to preferve and augment their friend- 
fhip for us, and be ready to beftov' otlier bene¬ 
fits upon'us, as juftly expeding to receives ]iro- 
6 II itr 
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per requitals from us; and dcfiring them to 
remember, that our * ancellors were friendly 
to the Jews, even in the days of Abraham, 
who was the father of all the Hebrews, as wc 
have [alio] found it fet down in our public re¬ 
cords.”’ 

23. T'HF. decree of thofe of Halicarnaflus. 
When Memnon, the Ton of Oreftidas by defeent, 
hut by adoption of Eunonymus, was pried, 
on the *** day of the.month Arifterion, the 
decree of the people, upon the reprefentation 
of Marcus Alexander, was this ; “ Since we 
have ever a great regard to piety towards Gotl, 
and to holinefs, and lince we aim to follow the 
peD[)lc of the Romans, who are the benefadlors 
of all men, and what they have written to us 
about a league of friendfhip and mutual affif- 
tance between the Jews and our city, and that 
their iacred offices, and accuftomed fcftivals and 
aircmblics may be obferved by them, w.e have 
decreed, that as many men and women of the 
Jews as are willing fo to do, may celebrate 
their fabbaths, and perform their holy offices, 
according to the Jewiffi laws ; and may make 
their proleuch;e at the foa-fide, according to 
the cuftoms of their forefathers; and if any 
one, whether he be a niagillratc or private 
pcrion, hiiuicrclh them from lb doing, lie 
ibaii lie liable to a i'mc, to be apjilicd to the 
uies ol ihc city.” 

Tnt; decree (d the iSardians. This de¬ 
cree was made liy the lenatc and people, upon 
the reprefentation of the pretors: “ Whereas- 
ii.cle jews who arc our fcllow-citiicns, and 
Jive -vith us in tins city, have ever had great 
benebts heaped upon ihem by the people, and 
have conic now into the fenate, and dcfired of 
she jieoplc that, upon the reifitution of their 

' \\ (■ iiave licre a moil remarkable ami .luthentic at- 
tiliation fit tl’.c eitia.fiis of Ptrj^amus, tliat Abnibam was 
titc fiuiu r of all tilt- Hebrews j that tlieir own anceftOrs 
were, ill (Im; olilt it tlims, the friends of tbofe Hebrews; 
.'.ml that the pnblie ails ol their citythen extant confirm¬ 
ed the 1,11,If whieb evidence is too flron;; to be evaded by 
ourpuur.t p. i.ianee of tl,e particular oceafion of fucb 
ancient h k miiiap ,.ik 1 alliance between tbofe people. See 
the like full rvu’encs of the kindred of the l„iceflemoni- 
ans and the Jews ; and that becaufe they were botli the 
poflciity of Abraham, by a public cpilUc of thofe people 
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law and their liberty by the fenate and people 
of Rome, they may affemble together accord*- 
ing to their ancient legal cuftom, and that we 
will not bring any fuit againft them about,.k”; 
and that a place may be given them where they 
may have their congregations, with their wives 
and children, and may offer, as did their fore¬ 
fathers, their prayers and facrifiCes to God : now 
the fenate and people have decreed to permit 
them to affemble together on the days formerly 
appointed, and to a6t according to their own. 
laws j and that fuch a place be fet apart for 
them by the pretors, for the building and in¬ 
habiting the. fame, as they ftall efteem fit for 
that purpofe; and that thofe that take care of 
the pro.vifions for the city, ffiall take cate that 
fuch forts of food," as they efteem fit for their 
eating, may be imported into the city.” 

25. The decree of the, F.phefians. When 
Menophilus '«,vas prytanis, on the firft day of 
the month, Artemifius, this decree was made by 
the people : “ Nicanor, the fon of Eiuphemus, 
pronounced it, upon the reprefentation of the 
pretors. Since the Jews that dwell in this city 
have petitioned Marcus Julius Pompeius, the 
fon of Brutus, the proconful, that they may 
be allowed to obferve their fabbaths, .and to 
atl in all things according to the cuftoms of their 
forefathers, without impediment from any¬ 
body, the pretor hath granted their petition. 
Accordingly it was decreed by the fenate and . 
people, that, in this affiiir that concerned the 
Romans, no one of them flrould be hindered 
from keeping the Sabbath-day, nor be fined 
for fo doing, but that they be allowed to do 
all things according to their own laws.” 

ad. Now there are f many fuch decrees of 

the 

to tlto Jews, preferved in the firft book of the Maccabees 
xii. 19,—23. and thence by Jofephus, Antiq. B. XII. 
chap. iv. ^ 10. botli whicli authentic records are highly 
valuable. It is alfo well Worthy. of obfervntion, what 
Mofes Chorenenfis, the principal Armenian hillorian, in¬ 
forms us of, p. 83. that Arfaces, who railed the Parthian 
empire, was of the feed of Abraham by Chetura ; and 
that thereby was aceompliihed that preditftion which.faid, ' 
Kings cf tuitims Jljall proceed from thee, Gen. xvii. 6. 
t If vve compare Jofephus’s promife in § n to produce 

all , 
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the feiiate and imperators of the Romans^ and 
thole different from thefe before us, which have 
been in favour of Hyreanus, and of our nation ; ' 
.1: alfo there have been more decrees of the 
cities, and reibtjpts of the pretors, to fuch e- 
pirtles as concerned our rights and privileges ; 
Xnd certainly fuch as arc not ill-difpoled to what 
we write, may*believc that they are all to this 
purpol'e, and that by the fpecimens which we 
have inferted ; for lince we have produced evi¬ 
dent marks that may ftill be feen, of the 
friendihip wc have had with the Romans, and 
demonrtrated that thofe marks are engraven 
upon columns and tables of brafs in the capitol, 
that are Hill in being, .and preferved to this 
day, we have omitted to fet them all down, as 
needlefs and difagrecable ; for I cannot fuppofe 
any one fo perverfe as not to believe the friend¬ 
ihip wc have had with the Romans, while they 
have demonftrated the fame by fuch a great | 
number of their decrees relating to us ; nor will ! 
they doubt of our fidelity as to the reft of thofe | 
decrees, fmee we have flicwn the fame in j 
thofe wc have produced. And thus have we | 
fufficicntly explained that friendihip and con- | 
federacy we at thofe times had with the Ro¬ 
mans. 


C II A P. XI. 

Ilonv * Marcus fuccecdcd Sextus when be had 
been /lain by Bajfus' Treachery ; and hoxv^ 
after the Death of Ca fir^ Cajfius eatue into 
Syr'ia^ and difrejj'cd Judea ; as alfo^ hoxv 
Malkhus few Antlpatay aad %vas hhnfclf 
fain by Hefod. . 

OW it fo fell out, that about this very 
. time the affairs of Syria were in great 
difordet, and this on the occafion following : 

«//thc public decrees of the Romans in favour of the Jews, 
with his excufc here for omitting jmwy ol them, we may 
obferve, that wiien he came to tranferibe all thofe decrees 
he had collected, he found them fo numerous, that he 
Vthougl«; he ihould too much tire his readers if he had at¬ 
tempted it, which he thought a fullicicnt apology for Ins 
omitting the reft of them j yet do thofe by him produced 
aftord fuch a ftrong confirmation to his hiitory, and give 
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Cecllius BalTus, one of Pompey’s party^ laid a 
treacherous deligii agaiull Sextus Ctclar, and* 
flmv him, and then took his army, and got the 
management of public affairs into his own 
hand ; fo there arofe a great war about Apa- 
mia, while C.xfar's generals came agaiull hini- 
with an army of horlcmen and lootmen : To 
thefe Antipater alfo fent fuccours, and his fons. 
with them, as calling to mind the kindnelfes 
they had received from (kefar ; and on that 
account he thought it hut juft (o require pim- 
ilhment for him, and to take vengeance on the 
man that had murdered him. And as the war 
was drawn out into a great length, Marcus 
came from Rome to take Sextus’s government 
upon him ; but Csefar was flain by Caflius and 
Brutus in the fenate-houfe, after he had retain¬ 
ed the government three years and fix months. 
This fadl however is related elfewhere. 

2. As the war that arofe upon the death of 
Csefar was now begun, and the principal men 
were all gone, fome one way, and fomc an¬ 
other, to raife armies, Caffius came from Rome 
into Syria, in order to receive the [army that 
lay in the] camp at Apamia ; and having rai- 
fed the fiege, he brought over both Bafliis and 
Marcus to his party. He then went over the 
cities, and got together weapons and foldiers, 
and laid great taxes upon thole cities ; and he ,- 
chiefly oppreffed Judea, and exadlcd of it feven 
hundred talents : But Antipatcr, when he law 
the Hate to be in fo great confternalion and dif- 
order, he divided tlic collcklion of that fum, , 
and appointed iiis two fons to gather it ; and I'o 
that part of it was to be cxadicd by Malichus, , 
who was ill-difpofed to him, and part by 
others. . And hecaufe Herod did cxa< 5 l what 
was required of him from Galilee before others, 
he was in the greateft I'avour with Calfius 3 for 

hc 

fuch great light to even the Roman Antiquities themfclves, 
that 1 believe the curious are not a little forry for fuch his 
oniilhoas. 

* For Afaraa, the prefuleiit of Syria, font as luct eflor 
to Sextus C’.cfar, the Roman hiiloriatis rctimre us to reatl 
Murats in Jofepims, and this perpetually, both in 'thefe 
Antiquities, ami in his hilLory of the War, as the le.ancd . 
generally agree, . 
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he thoiipjit it n part of pn.iJer.ce to cultivate a 
fricucUhip with tlie Romans, and ter gain their 
good-will at the expcnce oi others ; wheraas 
tlic curators of the other cities, wiiii their citi¬ 
zens, were fold for haves ; and (’.ailitis reduced 
four cities into a ftate of ilavciy, the two molt 
potent of which were Ciophria and i'.mnnun ; 
and, behdes thcle, Lydda and 'riraintM, Nay, 
dallins was lo verv angry at M.;ji..-iius, tliat he 
liad killed him (for lie affaidted him) had not 
llyrcanus, by tb.e nteans of Antipater, font 
liim an liundrcd talcirts of his own, and there¬ 
by pacified his anger againll him. 

3. But after Caihiis was gone out of judea, 
Maiichus laid fnarcs lor Antij'ater, as thinking 
that his death would be tlie jirelervation of 
Hyrcamis’s government: But ins delign was 
not unknown to iVntlpatcr, wdiich when he 
perceived, he retired beyond Jordan, and got 
together an army, partly of Arabs, and partly 
of Ills own countrymen. liow'ever, Malichns 
being one of great cunning, denied that he had 
laid any fnarcs for him, and made Ids defence 
with an oath, both to himlclf and Ids fons ; 
and fa id, that while Phafaclus had a garrifon 
in Jerufalem, and Herod had the weapons c 4 ' 
war in his culfodv, lie could never have a 
thought of atiy Inch thing. So y\ntipatcr, per¬ 
ceiving the dlllrefs that iVlalichus was in, was 
reconciled to him, and made <an .agreement 
with liim : this was v-lien Marcus was prefi- 
dciil of Syiia ; who yet jicrceiving that this 
hhdichu.s was, making a dilhirhance in Judea, 
i-roc'..cdci.l lo lar that he had aimoll kiHcd him, 
hut hid at ti'.c intercclhou of Antii'.atcr lie faved 
liim, 

/). ITowi'Vi R, Aiuipater little thouglit, tliat 
by i.'ving iMr.lichus he had faved his own mur¬ 
derer ; hir now' (lalhus and Mairus had got 
togctr.er .an army, and intruded the entire care 
of it wirh Herod, and made him general of the 
d'rcts of Cclelyri.i, and gave him a fleet of 
thips, and an army of liorlemcn and lootmen ; 
and ju'omifcd him, that, after the war was over, 
lliey would make him king of jiulca, for <a war 
w'as already begun between Anthony and the 
younger (lad'ar : But as Maiichus was moll 


afraid of Antlpatcr, be took bim out of tl : 
way, and by the oiler of money pcvliiadcd the 
butler of Hyreanus, wuth whom tlicy were 
both to fcall, to kill him by poifon. -Tliis b.y- 
ing done, and he having armed.nicn will; him, 

I li.ulcd the affairs of the city. But when An- 
tipater’s Ions, Herod and Phafaclus, were ac- 
! quainted with this conljiiracy againll flair ff- 
i thcr, and had indignation at it, Ahilichiis de- 
: nied all, and utterly rcnouuccd any kmavicdge 
of ti'.c murder. And thus died Antipalcr, a 
man tliat had dihingulflied himlclf h'r ]"ictv, 
and jufticc, and love to his count!). Anti 
I whereas one of ills fons, Herod, ref ffrc'd im- 
: mediately to rcvciigy their l.ilhcr’s dcalli, and 
i wa.s coming upon Maiichus with an armv i( r 
j that purpolc, the elder of his fons, Phalacim, 
j thought it hell rather to get this man into their 
liands by policy, lell they diculd appear to be¬ 
gin a civil wai in the country; fo he accepted 
of Malic'i fs defence for liimfelf, and pretend¬ 
ed to h. e hum that he liad had no hand in 
the violent dcatli of Antipatcr his lather, hut 
ereklcd a line monument for liim. Herod alii) 
went to Samaria ; and when he found them 
in great dill refs, he revived their fpirlts, and 
compolcd their differences. 

5. I'Towevkr, a little after this, Plcrod, up¬ 
on the approach of a fcllival, came with his 
foldicrs into the city ; whereupon Maiichus 
w'as affrighted, and pcrluadi'd Hyreanus not to 
permit him to come into the city. Plyrcanus 
complied ; and for a pretence of excluding him 
allcdged, that a rout of Hrangers ought not to 
he admitted when the nuiltitiidc were purifying 
thcmfclvcs. But Herod had little regard to the 
meffengers that w'ere leut to him, and entered 
i the city in the night-time, and affrighted Mali- 
i chits ; yet did he remit nothing of his former 
! difliniulation, hiit wept for Antipater, and be- 
, wailed him as a friend of his with a loud voice : 
But Herod and lii.s friends thought it proper 
not opciily to contradiel Malichus’s hypocrify, 
I hut to give him tokens of mutual fiiondfliip, 

I ill order to prevent his fufjhcion of them. , 

C. However, Plerod fent to Caffnis, and 

in- 
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:a|cjrrae(.l liiin of the murder of his father; who 
kn.owing what fort of man Mallchus was as to 
his vaorajs, feat hint back word, titat he ihould 
-evengc his fath er’s dcatli; and alfo font }>ri- 
va^cly to the coi^niandera of his army at 'lyre, 
•"'t’ath orders to allill Herod in the execution of 
a very juft defign of his. Now when CalKus 
had taken Laodicca, they all went together to 
him, and carried him garlands, and money ; 
And llerod thought that Malichus miglit he 
juanifltcd while lie vvas there; hut he was 
tomewhat apprchcnfive of the thing, and ue- 
figncd to make fome great atteinjit, and he- 
eaufe his fon w^as then an hoflage at Tyre, he 
went to that city, and refolved to Ileal him 
away privately, and to march thence into Ju¬ 
dea ; aud as Caffius was in hade to march a- 
gainil Antony, he thought to bring the coun¬ 
try to revolt, and to procure the government 
for himfelf. But providence oppofed his coun- 
f Is ; and Herod being a Ihrewd man, and per¬ 
ceiving w'hat his intchtion w^as, he fent thither 
before-hand a fervant, in appearance indeed to 
get a flipper ready, (for he had faid before that 
he would feaft them all there) but in reality to 
the commanders of the army, whom he per- 
fuaded to go out againll Malichus, with their 
daggers. So they went out, and met the man 
near the city, upon the fea-fliore, and ftabhed 
him. Whereupon Hyreanus was fo aftoniOicd 
at what had happened, that his fpeech failed 
him : And when, after fome difficulty, he had 
recovered himfell^ he alked Herod, what the 
matter could be ? and who it was that flew 
Malichus ? and when he faid, that it was done 
by the command of Caffius, he commended the 
adion; for that Malichus was a very wicked 
■ man, and one that confpired againft his own 
-ttountry. And this was the punilhment that 
was inflided on Malichus for what he wicked¬ 
ly did to Antipater. ^ 

* In this and the following chapters the reader will 
tafily remark, how truly Gronovius obferves, in hia notes 
Vn the^»Roman decrees in favour of the Jews, that their 
^rights and privileges were commonly purchafed of the Ho¬ 
mans with money. Many examples’of this fort, both as 
to the Romans, and others in authority, will occur in our 
lofcchus. both now and hereafter,-and need not be taken 


'! 


But wlu'n Caflius was marched our of 


i Syria, diflurliant cs arcle In jmlea : for Felix, 

; who was lett at Jeruialcm wiili aii army, made 
a fuddea attempt againft F'lunaelu's, aiiJ the 
people themfclves rofe in arms ; hut ilerod 
went to Fabius, the prcj'c'ft of 1 J.im.iftus, and 
was deflrous to run to his brother’s alh il a nee, 
hut was hindered by a dillcmper tliat ftized 
upon him, till Phafaelus by himfelf itad been 
too hard for Felix, and had Ihut I;iin up in the 
lower, and there on certain conditions uihniired 
him. I’hafaclus alfo complained of Hyreanus, 
that although he had received a great many he- 
neiits from them, yet did he I'upport their ene¬ 
mies ; for Malichus’s brother had lu.uii; many 
places to revolt, and kept garrifons in them, 
and particularly Mafada, the fttaiigeft forlrcis 
of them all. In the mean time, Tierod was re¬ 
covered of his difeafe, and carnc and took from 
Felix all the places he had gotten ; and, upon 
certain conditions, dlfmiired him abb. 


C H A P. XII. 

Herod citdls jtnligoii!/s\ .'be Sop ojdlrifiohulus^ 
on I of "Jude a ^ and va'i ns the I r’wndjhip of jln- 
tony^ who wds now conic into .S'yTu, by fend¬ 
ing him int/ih Money, on whub Aceount he 
would not admit of tinf: that would have ac- 
enfed Herod: rind what it %vas that Antony 
wrote to the Tyrians hi Behalf (f the fews. 

§ ' Ptolemy, the fon of Menneus, 

1.^ brought back into Judea Antlgonus, 
the fon of Ariftohulus, who had already raifed 
an army, and had by money made Fabius to 
be his friend, and this becaufe he was ol'kin t(j 
him. Marion alfo gave him affiftanee. He 
had been left by Caflius to tyrannize over Tvre; 
for this Caffius was a man that feized on Syria, 

and 

particular notice of on tlie lOvcral occafiOns in thefe notes. 
Accordingly the chief cajitain confeilcs to .St Paul, that 
luirh a great fum he hi;rl oltiviud his freedom, Acts xxii. 28. 
as had St Paul’s ancefiors, very probably, purchafed the 
like freedom for theit family by money, as the fame author 
juftly concludes alfo. 
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nnd tbcti kept it under, in the way of a tyrant. 
iV'Iarion alfo marrliocl into Galilee, Vvhich lay 
in his iicigtihouriioe'd, and ru:>k three of its 
fortreffes, and put garrlibns into them to keep 
them. But when Ilerod cimc, he took all 
from.'him ; but the 'fyrian gartifon he dilmif- 
fed in a very civil manner ; nay, to fome of 
the foldicrs he made prcleitts, out <'f the good¬ 
will he bare to t’nat city. When lie had dil- 
phtched thefe affiira, and was gone to meet 
Antigonus, he joined battle with him, atid beat 



when he v/aa juft come into its borders. But 
when he was come to ■ Jcrufalem, Hyreanus 
and the people put garlands about his head ; 
for hc' had already contradted an affinity with 
the family of Hyreanus, by having efpoufed a 
defeendant of his, and for that reafon Herod 
took the grf.uitcr care of him, as l>eing to marry 
tlie daughter of Alexander, the fon of Arifto- 
buliis, and the grand-daughter of Hyreanus, 
by which wife lae became the father of three 
male and two female chddrcn. He had alfo 
naarried hclove this another wife, out of a low¬ 
er fiiuilv of his own nation, whofe name was 
IS, by whom he had las eldcll fon Anti- 
p.aicr. 

Now Antonitis and Cadiir had beaten 
(ialTius near Phiiijipi, as othc’s have related ; 
V.'Ct after the victory Cir.lar went into Gall 
[Italy 1 ; anal Antony marched for Alta, who, 
when Ise was arrived at Bithynia, he had .am- 
baflado.ns tliat met him fiom all ]):u!s. The 
principal men of the few’s alfo came faither to 
^ccufe rhafadus and Herod ; and they faid, 
tl'.at Hyreanus had indeed the appearance of 
reigning, hut that ihefe men had all the power ; 
hut Antony j'-aid great refpcH to Herod, who 
was come tc: iriin to make his deience againfl 
hi.s accufers, on whit h account his adverfaries 
could nC't much .as obtain a hearing: which 
favour Hercd luui gained erf Antony by money. 
But flilu when Antony was come to Ephefus, j 
Hyreanus the high prieft, and our nation, fent 
an ambafl'age to him, which carried a crown 

* This daufe pUiinly nlludcs to that well-kno'W’n but 
umifual aiul very long djrknefs of the fun, which hap¬ 
pened upon the murder of Julius Cu'far by Brutus and 


of gold with them, and defired that he would 
write to the governors of the provinces, tc/fet 
thofe jews free who had been carried captive 
hv G.iffius, and this without their having foyg'nt 
againfl him, and to reftore thcln that country 
wliich in the days of Caffius had been taKcn, 
i from them. Antony thought the Jews dc- 
I' fires were juft, and wrote immediately to Hyi- 
; canns, and to the jews. Ele alfo fent, at the 
|: fame time, a decree to the Tyrians ; the con¬ 
tents of wdiich were to the fame purpofe. 

3. Marcus Antonius, imperator, to Hyr¬ 
eanus, the high prieft and ethaarcli of the Jew’s, 
fendelh greeting: If you be in health, it is well, 
I am alfo in health, with the army. Lyfiina- 
chus, the fon of Paufanias, and Jofephus, the 
fon of Menneus, and Alexander, the fon of 
Theodorus, your ambafladors, met me at Ifphe- 
fas, and have renewed that ambaffage which 
they had formerly been upon at Rome, and 
have diligently acquitted themfelvcs of the pre- 
fent ambaffage, which thou and thy nation 
have intrufted to them, and have fully declared 
the good-will thou haft for us. I am therefore 
fatlslied, both by your adlions and your words, 
that you arc weft difpofed to us; and I under- 
ftand that your condudt and life is conftant 
and religious ; lb I reckon upon you as our 
own ; But when tiiofe that were adverfaries 
to you, and to the Roman people, and ahftain- 
ed neither-from cities nor temples, and did not 
obferve the agreement they had confirmed by 
oath, it was not only on account of our con- 
tell with them, hut on account of all mankind 
in common, ^hat we have taken vengeance on 
thofe who have been the authors of great in- 
jufticc towards men,, and of great wickednefs 
towards the gods ; for the fake of which we 
fuppofe it waS'thc * fun that turned away hia 
light from us, as unwilling to view the horrid 
crime, they were guilty of in the cafe ofCsefar. 
We have* alfo overcome their confpiracies, 
which threatened the gods-rhcmfelves^ which 
Macedonia received, as it is a climate peculiar- 

ly' 

CafTius; which is taken-great notice of by Virgil, Pliny, 
and other Roman anthorsi Sde Virgil’s Georgicks, Book 1. 
juft before the end ; .ajrd Pliny’s Nan HiH. B. 11 . ch. xxx. 
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'ner for impious and infolent attempts ; 
have overcome that confufed rout of 
nad with fpite againft us, which 
i, ' er at Pliilippi, in Macedonia, 

whc. —the places' that were pro¬ 
per foi mrpofe, and, as it were, walled 

i,hcm roui . with mountains to the very fca, 
and where the paffage w'as open only through 
a iingle gate. This victory we gained, becaufe 
the gods had condemned thefe men for their 
wicked enterprises. Now Brutus, when he had 
lied as far as Philippi, was fliut up by us, and 
became a partaker of the fame perdition with 
Callius ; and now thefe have received their 
.puuifhment we fuppofe, that we may enjoy 
peace for the time to come, and that Alia may 
be at reft from war. We therefore make that 
peace which God hath given us common to 
our confederates alfo, infomuch, that the body 
of Alia is now recovered out of that diftem- 
per it was under by the means of our vidlory. 
1, therefore, bearing in mind both thee and 
your nation, fliall take care of what may be 
for your advantage. 1 have alfo lent cpiftles 
in writing to the feveral cities, that if any 
perfons, whether freemen or bondmen, have 
been fold under the fpear by Cains Caffius, or 
Ills fubordinate officers, they may be fet free. 
And I will that you kindly make ufe of the 
favours which 1 and Dolabclla have granted 
you. I alfo forbid the Tyrians to ufe any 
violence with you ; and for what places of the 
jews they now poffefs, I order them to reftore 
them.; I have wjthal accepted of the crown 
which thou fenteft me.” 

4. Marcu,s Antonius, imperator, to the 
magiftrates, fenate, and people of Tyre, fend- 
etii greeting: The ambaffadors of Hyreanus, 
^he high prieft and ethnarch [of the Jews] ap¬ 
peared before me at Ephefus, and told me, 
that you are in poffeffion of part of; their 
country, wffiich you entered upon under the 
government of oui* adverfaries. Since Utere- 

> fore we have undertaken a war for the obtain¬ 
ing the government, and have taken care to do 
what was agreeable to piety and, juftice, and 
hive brought to pumlhment thofe that had^nei¬ 


ther any remembrance of the IfuJncrfes they 
had received, nor liave kept their oaths, 1 will 
that you be at jic.tce with thofe liiat are ‘'iu 
confederates ; as alfo, that wiiat you have taker: 
by the means of our adverfaries fliail .not Ir 
reckoned your owm, but be returned .to thole 
from whom you took them ; for uoiic ol' them 
took their provinces or their annics by the. gilt 
of the fenate, but they fcizcd them by lorcc,... 
and beftowed them by violence upon fuch as 
became ufeful to tiiem in their unjaft proceed¬ 
ings. Since therefore tliofe men liave received" 
the pimhhiuent due to them, we tlefire that' 
our confederates may retain whalfoevcr it was 
that tlicy I’ormerly poifefled without difturbaucc, 
and that you reftore all the places which be¬ 
longed to liyreanus the ethnarch of the jews, 
which you have had, though it were but one 
day before Gains Caffius began an uniuftifiable 
war againft us, and entered into our province : 
Nor do you ufe any force againft him, in or¬ 
der to weaken him, that he may not be able to 
difpofe of that which is his own; but if you 
have any conteft with him about your refpec- 
tive rights, it fhall be lawful for you to plead , 
your caufe when we come upon the places con¬ 
cerned ; for we ftiall alike preferve the rights, 
and hear all the caufes of our confederates.” 

5. “■ Marcus Antoni us, imperator, to 
the magiftrates, fenate, and people of Tyre, 
fendeth greeting •. I have fent you my decree, 
of which I will that ye take care that it be en¬ 
graven on the public tables, in Roman and 
Greek letters, and that it ftand engraven in the 
moll ilTuftrious places, that it may be read by 
all.. Marcus Antoniu.s, imperator, one of the 
triumvirate over the public aifairs, made this 
declararioii; Since Cains Caffius, in this re¬ 
volt he hath made, hath pillaged that province 
which belonged not to him, and was held by 
garrifons there encamped, while they were our 
confederates, and hath fpoiC'd that nation of 
the Jews that was in triendffiip with the Ro¬ 
man people as in war ; and fince wc have over- 
comc'his madnefs by arms, we now corre<ft bv 
our decrees and judicial clcternunations what he 

IraiU 
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hTih laid Waldo, that rliofc thi-sfv.s may be re- 
(dored to oor confederates. And as ibr-wdiat 
hatli been lold of tlic Jcwilh j^odeliions, w’lc- 
ther they be bodies or polTelTjons, let tlicm he 
! vlcalcd, tlic bodies into that (iafe of freedom 
they were originally in, and the pofuilions to 
their former owners. I alfo wii!, that he who 
fliall not comply witli this decree of mine, lliall 
be puni/hed f(>r hia difobcdiencc ; and if fuch 
au one be caught, I will take care that the of¬ 
fenders fafTcr condign punilhmcnt.” 

6 . The fame thing did Antony write to the 
.Sidonians, and the Anticchians, and the Aradi- 
ans. We have producctl thele decrees there¬ 
fore as marks for futurity of tlie truth of what 
we have laid, that the Romans had a great con¬ 
cern about our nation. 


C li A P. XIll. 

I/ow Antony jiiade Herod and Phafacliis Pe¬ 
trarchs^ after they had been acenfed to no 
Purpefe ; and bow the Parthians^ when they 
brought Antigoniis into pftidea^ took Hyreanus 
and Phafaelus Captives. Herod's Flight; 
and what Afliclions Hyreanus and Phafaelus 
endured. 

§ I. THEN after tliis Antony came into 
VV Syria, Cleopatra met him in Ci¬ 
licia, and hroupdit him to fall in love wdth her. 
And there came now alfo an hundred ol the 
moft potent of the jews, to accufe Herod and 
tholl- about him, and let the men of the great- 
t h dorpience among them tofpeak. But Mef- 
*aia contradiCed them, on behalf of the young 
men, and ail tliis in tlie prefence of ilyrca- 
TUis, who was * Herod’s father-in-law already. 
When Antony Irad heard both fides at Daphne, 
be afkcd Hyreanus, who they were that govern¬ 
ed the nation hell ? He replied, Herod and his 
friends. Hereuj)on Antony, by reafon of the 
old hofpitahle fricndfliip he had made with his 
father [Antipater] at that time when he was 

* 'V\'e rrny here t.\ke notk** th;it tjpoufats alone 'vrere of 
old eilremcd a fuflkknt foundation for affinity, Hyreanus 
being lire ca.'ltd fthr-in-Lw to Herod, becaufe his 
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\\ v.’ith Gabinius, he made both Herod an.d Pbt-' 
ij faelus tetnirchs, and committed tlic puflie af- 
Ij fairs of the Jews to them, and wreae Ictteis 
ij that purppfe. He alfo bound fifteen of ,ntlr 
!j adveri'aries, and was going ,-to kill tlieni, Imt 
I that Herod obtained tlieir pardon. .. , 

2. Yet did not thefc men continue quic 
when they were come back, but a thoufand of 

' tiie Jews came to Tyre to meet him there, 

|! whither the report was that he would come, 
j But Antony was corrupted by tlie money whidi 
j Herod and.his brother had given him, and r<. 

‘ he gave order to the governor of the place tc 
puniib the Jewifh ambafladors, who were for 
making innovations, and to fettle the govern-- 
ment upon Herod ; But Herod went out 
halliiy to them, and Hyreanus v/as with him 
(for tliey flood upon tlie iliore before the city ; 

I and he charged them to go their ways, becauic 
: great mifehief would befal them, if they w ent 
on with their accufation. But they did net 
j aetjuiefee : whereupon the Romans ran upon 
i then; with their daggers, and flew foine, and 
v.'ounded more of them, and the reft fled away, 

I and wTut home, and lay ftill in great confterna- 
tion : And when the people made a clamour a- 
gainft Herod, Antony was fo provoked at it, 
that he flew the prifoners. 

3 . Now in the fecond year, Pacorus, the 
king of Parthia’s fon, and Barzapharnes, a 
commander of the Parthians, poflelTed them- 
felves of Syria. Ptolemy, the fon of Menne- 
us, alfo was now dead, and Lyfanias his fon 
took his government, and made a league of 
friendfhip with Antigonus, the fon of Arifto- 
bulus ; and in order to obtain it, made ufe of 
that commander, who had great intereft in 
him. Now Antigonus had promifed to give 
the Parthians a thoufand talents, and five* 
hundred women, upon condition they would 
take the government away from Elyrcanus, and 
beftow it upon him, and withal kill Herod. 
And although he did not give them what he 

had , 

grand-daughter Mariamne was betrothed to him, although 
the marriage were not cotnj[)lct«d till four years after¬ 
ward. See^Iatt. i. i6,' ' • 
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> ul ])romlfcd, yet did the Parthians make an ] 
exptdk^n into Judea on that account, and 
carried \ntfgonus with them. Pacorus went ! 
a’oi.g tl-fc m^fitime parts, but the commander | 
l’ar2apharne?^‘'ttit;ough the midland. Now i 
T)»rians excluded Pacorus, hut the Sido- 
Viiaas, and thoje of Ptolemais, received him. 

] iowever, Pacorus lent a trooji of liorlemen 
into ludea, to take a view of the flate of the 
country, and to afTift Antigonus ; and fent alio 
iiic king’s butler, of the fame name with him- 
ielf. So when the Jews that dwelt about 
m»unt Carmel came to Antigonus, and were 
ready to march with him into Judea, Antigo¬ 
nus hoped to get fome part of the country by 
their alURance. The place is called Drymi; 
and when fome others came, and met them, 
the men privately fell upon jeruhdem ; and 
when fome more were come to them, they got 
reegether in great numbers, and came againll 
the king’s palace, and befieged it. But as Pha- 
iiiclus’s and Herod’s party came to the others 
ainilance, and a battle happened between them 
in the market-place, the young men beat their 
enemies, and purfued them into the temple, 
and fent fonre armed men into the adjoining 
houfes to keep them in, who yet being deftitute 
of fuch as fliould fupport them, were burnt, 
and the houfes with them, by the people who 
rofc up agalnft them. But Herod was reven¬ 
ged on thefe feditious adverhiries of his a little 
afterward for this injury they had offered him, 
when he fought with them, and flew a great 
number of them. 

4. Bu T while there were dally fklrmiHics, the 
enemy waited for the coming ot the multitude 
out of the country to pentecoft, a feaft of ours 
■ fo called ; and when that day was come, many 
ten thoufands of the people were gathered to¬ 
gether about the temple, fome in armour, and 
fome without. Now' thole that came guarded 
both the temple and the city, excepting what 
belonged to the palace, which Herod guarded 
Vwith few of his loldiers 5 and Phafaelus had 
'the charge of the wall, while Herod, with a 
body of his men, fallied out upon the enemy, 
who lay in the fuburbs, and fought couragcoul- 
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!y, and put many ten thoufand ; in (light, fome 
ilyi ig into the city, and fome i;iin the temple, 
and lomc into the outer fortifu-atioii.'-, I'or fome 
Inch fortifications there were in that place. 
Phafaelus came alfo to his affdlanee yet was 
Pacorus, the general of the Parthians, at the 
dcfire of Antigonus, admitted into the city, 
with a few' of his horfemcn, under pretence in¬ 
deed as if he would Hill the fedition, hut in 
reality to affift Antigonus in obtaining the go¬ 
vernment. And when Phafaelus met him, and 
received him kindly, Pacorus perfuaded hiui 
to go himfelf as amhaffador to Pjar/.apliarncs, 
wdiich was done fraudulently. Accordingly 
Phafaelus, fufpcdling no harm, comitlicd with 
his propofal, while Herod did not give his cou- 
fent to what was done, hecaufe of tlie periidl- 
oufnefs of thcle Barbarians, hut deiuxd Pha¬ 
faelus rather to fight thofe that were come into 
the city. 

5. So both Hyreanus and Pinficlus rvent 
on the amhaffage ; hut Pacorus left with Herod 
two hundred horlcmcn, and ten men, tvho 
were called //w fow;/; '// ; and conducted the 
others on their journey ; and when they were 
in Galilee, the governor-, of the cities t'lerc met 
them in their arms. Bar/.apliarnes alio recei¬ 
ved them at the firft with cheerfninefs, and 
made them prefents, though he after-ward con- 
fpired againll thcLn ; and Phalaelus, with his 
horfemcn, were conduded to the fea-iidc ; But 
when they heard that Antigonus had promifed 
to give the Parthians a thowfind taicnls, and 
five hundred women, to alhll him againll them, 
they foon had a iiiloicion of the Barbarians. 
Moreover, there was one w.ho inlomied them 
that fnarcs were laid for them by night, while 
a guard came about them fecrctly ; and they 
had then been feized upon, had not they w.iiled 
for the feizurc of Herod by the i’arthiaus, that 
were about Jerufalcm, loll, upon the llaUghter 
of Hyreanus and Phalaelus, he ilrould have an 
intimation of it, and cfcapc out of their fiands. 
And thefe were the circumllances they were 
now in; and they law who they were that 
guarded them. Some perfons indeed would 
6 K have 
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have perfuaded Phai'aelus to fiy away unroedi- 
ately on hoiieback, and not itay any longer ; 
and there was one Ophcllius, who, above all 
the reft, was carneft with him to do fo ; for he 
had heijrd of this treachery from Saramalla, 
the rieheft of all the Syrians at that time, who 
alfo promifed to provide him fhips to carry him 
off, for the fea was juft by them : But he had 
no mind to defert Hyreanus, nor bring his 
brother into danger ; but he went to Barzaph- 
anies, and told him, he did not adh juftly when 
he made fuch a contrivance againft them, for 
that if he wanted money he would give him 
more then Antigonus ; and befides, that it 
was an horrible thing to flay thofe that came 
to him upon the fecurity of their oaths, and 
that when they had done them no injury. 
But the Barbarian fwore to him, that there was 
no truth in any of his fufjfieions,^ but that he 
was troubled witli nothing but falfe fuppofala, 
and then went away to Pacorus. 

6 . But as foon as he was gone away, fome 
men came and bound Hyreanus and Phafaelus, 
while Phafaelus greatly reproached the Parthi- 
ans for their perjury. However, that butler 
w'ho was fent againft Herod had it in command 
to get him without the walls ot the city, and 
fei'ze upon him ; but mefl'engers had been fent 
by Phafaelus to inform Herod of the perfidiouf- 
uefs of the Parthians ; And when he knew that 
the cnemv had fei/cd uju)n them, he went to 
Pacorus, and to the molt potent of the Parthi- 
.'uis, as to the lords of the reft, who, although 
tb.cy knew’' the whole matter, diilemhled wdth 
him in a deceitfid w'av ; and laid, 'Phat “ he 
ought to go out wltli them before the walls, 
and meet thofe which wnre bringing him his 
letters j for that they were not taken by his ad- 
verfaries, but were coming to give him an ac¬ 
count of the good fuccefs Phafieius had had.” 
Herod did not give credit to w'hat they faid, 
ior he had heard tiiat his brother was feized 
upon by otlicrs alio : and the daughter of Hyr- 
tanus, whole daughter lie bad elpoukd, was 
bis monitor alio [not to credit them] which 
made him ftill more fufpicious of the Parthians j 
for although other people did not give heed to 
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her, yet did he believe her, as a woman c 
great wifdom. 

y. Now while the Parthians were'incon- 
fultation what w’as fit to he done (for ^hey, diet 
not think it proper to make .aivopen attempt 
upon a perfon of his character) and while the^ 
put off the determination to the next day, He¬ 
rod was under great difturbance of mind; and 
rather inclining to believe the reports he heard 
about his brother and the Parthians, than to 
give heed to what was faid on the other fide, 
he determined, that when the evening came 
on, he would make ufe of it for his flight, and 
not make any longer delay, as if the dangers 
from the enemy were not yet certain. He 
therefore removed with the armed men whom 
he had with him ; and fet his wives upon the 
beafts, as alio his mother, and After, and. her 
whom he was about to marry [Mariamne] the 
daughter of Alexander, the fbn of Ariftobulus, 
with her mother, the daughter of Plyrcanus, 
and his youngeft brother, and all their I'ervants, 
and the reft of the multitude that W'as with him, 
and without the enemies privity purfued his 
way to Idumea : Nor could any enemy of his, 
who then faw him in this cafe, be fb hard¬ 
hearted, but ■would have commiferated his 
fortune, while the wmmen drew along their 
infant children^ and left their own country, anti 
their friends inprilbn, with tears in their eyes, 
and fad lamentations, and in expebiation of 
nothing but what w-as of a melancholy nature. 

8. But for Herod himfelf, he raifed his 
mind above the miferable ftate he was in, and 
was of good courage in the midft of his mis¬ 
fortunes ; and, as he pafled along, he bid them 
every one to be of good cheer, and not to give 
themfelves up to forrow, becaufe that would 
hinder them in their flight, which was now 
the only hope of fafety that they had. Ac¬ 
cordingly they tried to bear with patience the 
calamity they were under, as he exhorted them 
to do; yet was he once almoft going to kill 
himfelf, upon the overthrow of.a waggon, and 
the danger his mother was then in of being 
killed j and this on two accounts, becaufe of 

his 
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Teat concern for her, and hecaufc he was I 

aril ^ left, by. this delay, the enemy fliould ! 
overtakXhim in the purfuit; but as he was 
ara.'ving-/his^word, and goinj^ to kill himfelf 
t-icrewirh, tl>ofc- ^that were prefent reftrained 
him, aod being fo' many in number, were too 
hard for him ; and told him, that he ought 
iot to defert tfiem, and leave them a prey to 
their enemies; for that it was not the part of 
i brave man to free himfelf from the diftrefles 
he was in, and to overlook his friends that 
were in the fame diftrefles alfo. So he was 
'ompclled to let tiiat horrid attempt alone, 
p.irtly out of fltamc at what they laid to him, 
and partly out of regard to the great number of 
thofe that would not permit him to do what 
he intended. So he encouraged his mother, 
and took all the care of her the time would al¬ 
low, and proceeded on the way he propofed 
to go with the iitmoll halle, and that was to 
the fortrefs of Mafada. And as he had many 
Ikirmilhcs with Inch of the Parthians as at¬ 
tacked him and purfued him, he was conquer¬ 
or in them all. 

9. Nor indeed was he free from the Jews 
all along as he was in his flight ; for by that 
time he was gotten fixty furlongs out of the 
city, and was upon the road, they fell upon 
him, and fought hand to hand with him, whom ! 
he alfo put to flight, and overcame, not like j 
one that was in diftrefs, and in neceflity, but 
like one that was excellently prepared for war, 
and had what he wanted in great plenty. And 
in this very place w'here he now overcame the 
Jews it was that he fome time afterward built 
a moft excellent palace, and a city round a- 
bout it, and called it Hcrodium. Atid when 
he was come to Idumea, at a place called 1 ‘hrcJ- 
fa, his brother Jofeph met him, and he then 
held a counfel to take advice about all Iris af¬ 
fairs, and what was fit to be done in his cir- 
oumftanccs, flnee he had a great multitude 
that followed him befides his mercenary foldiers, 

I and the place Mafa'da, w'hither he propofed to 
fly, Vas too I'mall to contain fo great a multi- 

* This law of Mofes, that the priefts were to be 'ii’jl- 


tude; fo he font away the grcatc'' part of his 
company, being above nine tlioufand, am! bid 
them go, lume one wai), a’.nl iome .anoihcr, 
anti fo lave tlicmlclvcs in Itlmuea, and g.avc 
them what would buy them pro', ilions in ihcii 
journey ; hut he tor>k with him tlu>fc that were 
Icaft incumbered, and xverc moll intimate with 
him, and came to the fortrefs, and placed there 
his w'ivcs, and his followers, being eight Jmn- 
dred in number, (here being In the place a fuii- 
ficient quantity of corn, and Water, and other 
nccclfaries ; and went dircAly ibr Petra, in. 
Arabia. But wdien it was day, the l^arthiaus 
ij jilundcrcd all jcnifalem, and the palace, and 
abftained from nothing but llyrcanus's money, 
wdiich was three hundred talents. A g'.xat deal 
of PIcrod’s money efcaped, and principally all 
that the man had been fo provident as to lend 
into Idumea before-hand ; nor indeed did what 
was in the city fuflicc the Parthians ; hut they 
went out into the country, and jilundcred it, 
and demolilhcd the city Alarifla. 

10. And thus was Antigomis brought hack 
into Judea by the king of the Parthians, and re¬ 
ceived Plyrcanus and Phalaelus for his prifem- 
ers ; but he was greatly call down becaiiie tlic 
women had efcaped, whom lie intended to 
have given the enemy, as having proiuifcd they 
fliould have them, with the money, for their 
reward; But being afraid tiiat Hyreanus, who 
was under the guard of the Parthians, might 
have his kingdom reflored to him by the 
multitude, he cut off his ears, anci thereby 
took care that the high priefthood fliould never 
come to him any more, bccaule he wa;; maimed, 
while the ' law required tlial thi- dignity 
fhould belong to none but i'uch as Iiad all their 
members entire. But now'one canuct but here 
admire the fortitudeol Idiafaelus, wlio perccii- 
ing that he was to he put to death, did not 
think death any tcrriiile thing at all; but to die 
thus by the means of Ins enemy, tliis he thought 
a moft pitiable and difliom urablc thing; and 
therefore, fince he b.ad act tils hands at liberty, 

. but 

out lltmijl.j, ss to all the part? ef .'.-.a boillc.t, is. tii b-b:. 
xxi, IT,— ::J. 
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!)ut r!io bonus lie was in prevented him from I 
killini^ himfclf thereby, he dafticd his head a- 
a qreat hone, and thereby took away his 
own life, which he thought to i)e the heft thing 
be could do in fiich a diltrefs as he was in, and 
rr\ercby put it out of the power of the enemy 
;o bring iVim to any death he pleafcd. It is alfo 
reported, that when he had made a great wound 
in hi-; head, Antigonus font phyrician.s to him, in 
order to cure it, and by ordering them to in- 
fufe poifon into the wound killed him. How¬ 
ever, Phafaelus hearing, before he was quite 
dead, by a certain woman, that his brother 
Herod had efcaped the enemy, underwent his 
death cheerfully, fince he now left behind him 
one who would revenge his death, and who 
was able to inllift punilhment on his enemies. 

C H A {\ XIV. 

/[oiv Jh-rod g't aivay from the King of Arabia 
and made IJaJlc to go into Egypt, and thence 
nvent in Jlajlc abjo to Rome ; and how., by 
promifing a great Deal ff Money to Anthony., 
be obtained of the Senate., and of Ccefity to be 
inade King oj the feti's. 

^ A Herod, the great miferies he 

Jf\^ was in did not dilcourage him, but 
made him lharp in difeovering furprifmg un¬ 
dertakings ; for he went to Malchus, king ot 
Arabia, whom he had formerly been very kind 
to, in order to receive i'omewhat byway of re- 
([uital, now he was in more than ordinary 
want of it ; and dciired he would let him have 
fome monev, cither by way of loan, or as his 
free gift, on account of tlic many benefits he 
had received from him ; for not knowing what 
was become of his brother, he was in hade to 
redeem him out of the hand of his enemies, ! 
as wiilinc; to give three hundred talents for the 
price of his redemption. He alfo took witli 
him tlie fon of Phalaclus, who was a child of 
but feven years of age, for this very reafon, 
that he might be an hoftage for the repayment 
of the money : Put there came meffengers from 
Malchus to meet him, bv whom he was dciir¬ 


ed to be gone ; for that the Parthians liad knd 
a charge upon him not to entertain Hvcod. 
This was only a pretence, which he rliadc ufe 
of, that lie might not be obliged rchay him 
what he owed him ; and this he was farther in¬ 
duced toby the principal men among the Arabi¬ 
ans, that they might cheat him of what fums they 
had received from [his father] Antipater, and 
wliich he had committed to tlieir fidelity. He 
made anfwcr, that he did not intend to he 
troublcfome to them liy bis coming tliitlmr, 
but that he defired only to difeourfe Muih tb.cm 
about certain affairs that were to him of tlic 
greateff importance. 

2. Hr.REUPON he refolved to go away, and 
did go very prudently the road to Egypt ; and 
then it w'as that he lodged in a certain temple, 
for he liad left a great many of his followers 
there. On the next day he came to Rhinneo- 

j lura, and there It wnis that he heard what was 

i befallen his brother. Though Malchus loon re¬ 
pented of what he had done, and came run¬ 
ning after Herod, but with no manner of fuc- 
cefs; for he was gotten a very great way off, 
and made haffe into the road Pelufium: and 
when the ftationary fliips that lay there hin¬ 
dered from failing to Alexandria, he went to 
their captains, by whofe affiffance, and that 
out of mtich reverence of, and great regard to 
him, he was condudlcd into the city [Alexan¬ 
dria] and was retained there by Cleopatra ; 
yet was fhe not able to prevail with him to 
ftay there, becaufe he rvas making haffe to 
Rome, even though the weather was ftormy, 
and he was informed that the affairs of Italy 
were very tumultuous, and in great dilbrder. 

3. So he let fail from thence for Pamphylia, 
and falling into a violent ftorm, he had much 
ado to efcape to Rhodes, with the lofs of the 

I fhip’s burthen; and there it was that two of 

I his friends, Sappinas and Ptolcmeus, met with 
him: And' as he found that city very mud; 
damaged in the v,^ar againft Caffius, though he 
were in neceffity himfelf, he neglcded not to 
do it a kindnefs, but did what he could to re¬ 
cover it to its former ftate. He alfo built there 
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a three-decked fldp, and fet lall thence, with }j Atratinu*', introdureti Mcir'd inio it, and en~ 
hiH, friends, for Italy, and cainc to the port of larged upon the ia'-neiji's thi"'' had rccrivcti from 
Ih’unuuTmin t And when lie was come foam il his lather, and put ni u'.inj <f ilic pood- 

'^hence tfiRoine, he firft related to Antony vrhat i! will he h.ad home the Roui tlie I’une 

in Judea ; and liovv Pliafaelus, ; time, they aceulld Antigo'^ir , re i.ec'areii him 
Ids brother, was feazed on by tlic Partliians, and ' an enemy, luA only hecaule ( : h. > f a mer oy- 
pllt to death by them ; and how Plyreanus was i polition to them, but ih.at he h ,d :m\v (.ver- 
detained captiwc by them ; and how they had | looked the Romam', and taken the goveinmeni 
made Antigouus king, who had promlfed them from tlic Partliians. Upon dds ii;e lenate w.is. 
a fum of money, no Icfs tlian a thoufand talents, irritated; and Antonv inioi med ih m i.utiicr, 
witli five hnndred women, who were to he of' tliat it was lor their advantiyc in the [’.irihijn 
the principal families, and okthifjcwifh 11 tick ; ' war that Herod Ihoiild !)c king, d his heined 
and that he had carried off the women by night; ; good to all the lenators ; and io they made a 


aitd that, by undergoing great many hard- 
ihips, be had cfcapcd the hands of his enemies : 
as alld, that his own relations were in danger 
of being beiiepjed and taken; and that he had 
failed through a rtO’‘m, and contemned all thefc 
terrible dangers of it, in order to come, as foon 
as poilible, to him, who was his hope and only 
fuccour at this time. 

4. This account made Antony commlferate 
■ the change that had happened in Herod’s 
condition; and reafoning with himfelf, that 
this was a common cafe among thofc that are 
placed in Rich great dignities, and that they 
are liable to the mutations that come from for¬ 
tune, he was very ready to give him the affill- 
ance he defired ; and this, becaufe he called to 
mind the frlcndlhip he had had Vs^^lth Antipater, 
becaufe Herod offered him money to make him 
king, as he had formerly given it him to 
make him tetrarch; and chiefly becaufe of his 
hatred to Antigonus : for he took him to he a 
fedltiouG perfon, and an enemy to the Romans. 
Ga^far was alfo the forwarder to raife Herod’s 
dignity, and to give him his affiftancc in what 
he defired, on account of the toils of war which 
he had himfelf undergone with Antipater, his 
father, in Egypt, and of the hofpitality he had 
treated him withal, and the kindnefs he had 
always fhewn him ; as alfo to gratify Antony, 
who was very zealous for Herod. So a fenate 
■was convocated ; and Meffala firft, and then 
• 

* toncerniny the chronology of Herod, and the time 
when he v/as firft made king at Rome; and concerning 
the time when he began his fecond reign,,without a rival. 


decree ai-cordiugly. 

5. y\ND ibis was the prin'lgii iiillanrc of 

Antony's affcCliou for Hi'rod., thu he mn on¬ 
ly procured him a kingdom lie did not 

expedt ; (for Itc did not come whh .m inten¬ 
tion to aflv the kingdom for himiell, Vviiich lie 
did not fuppofe the Romans would .gram him, 
who ufed to beftow it on feme of the royal 
family ; but intended to deflre it for his wife’s 
brother, who was grandfnn by iiis father to 
Ariftobulus, and to liyrcaiius iiy his mother) 
but that he procured it for liim fo fuddcnly, 
that he obtained what he did neft cxpcill, and 
departed out of Italy in fn hw days as feven in 
all. This young m;ui [tlic graiidiun] Hciod 
afterward took care to liace hair;, as wc fhall 
fhew in its projier place. But u'u n t!ic fenate 
was difl’olvcd, Anthony and Gtrlar went out of 
the fcnale-houfe, with Herod between tlicm, 
and with the eonfuks and r-tltcr magiftrates be¬ 
fore them, in order to ofllr liicii/icc!', and to 
lay up their decrees in the capitol. Antony 
allb feafted Ilcrod tlic firft day of his reign. 
And thus did this man receive the kingdom, 
having obtained it on the hundred and eighty- 
fourth olympiad, wlicn Gaius Domitiiis Galvi- 
nus was conful the fecond time, and Gaius A- 
finius Pollio [the firft time.] 

6. All this while Antigonus hefieged thofe 
that were in Mafada, who had plenty of all 

other 

■upon the conqueft ami /^lighter of Antigon'.i<., prin¬ 
cipally derived from ihi^t^and the two r.cxt (.Iiapttib ia 
jofephus ; fec'the notc hfi § 6 . and chap. xx. 10. 
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r.ihcr :u'C''(]’.jr!c,-5, hut were ('•nly in want of j 

we.tcr, iuloinuch, that on tins occaiiou jol'eplms, j 

licrod’s hrcjther, was contrivinit to run away 

ii'om it, with two hundred of Ifis dependents, 

to tlie Arabians ; for he liad hcan! fliat Maldius ! 

repented of the oficnccK he had been guilty of | 

with rog9.rd to Herod; but Hod, by fending I 

rain in the night-time, prevented liis going a- | 

way ; f'T t^iclr ciiterns were thereby filled, and : 

?K’ w;n> under no ncceditv of rnnninsr awav on i 

•' i 

that aei osmt: but they were now of good cour¬ 
age, and the more fo, hecaule the fending that 
})lentY of water which they had been in want 
of feemed a mark of Divine Providence ; fothey 
made a. fd-ly, and fought hand to hand with j 
Antigonus’s fuldiers, with forae openly, with 
fome privately, and deftroyed a great number 
of them. At the fame time Ventidius, the ge¬ 
neral of the R-omans, wo'isfent out of Syria, to 
drive the Parthians out of it, and marched after. 

' them into Judea, in pretence indeed to fuccour 
Jofejih, but in reality the whole affair was no 
more tlian a ftratagcm, in order to get money j 
of Amigonus : So they pitched their camp very ‘ 
near to Jerufalera, and wiped Amigonus of a 
great deal of money, and then he retired him-.' 
Self with the greater part of the army ; but that 
the wickednefs he had been guilty of might 
not be found out, he left Silo there, with a i 
certain part of liLs foldicrs, wuth whom alfo Anti- .| 
gnnus cultivated an acquaintance, that he might 
caufehim no diilurbauce., and was fflll in hopes ! 
tliat the Parthians would come again and de¬ 
fend iiim. 


C H A P. XV. . , I 

How Herod faded cut uj daly to judea^ and- 
fought with rlutii^oniis ; and what other j 
T’hingJ happand in ffiuLa ab'jiit that Time. | 

§ I. "13 Y this time Herod had failed out of 
Italy to Ptuletnais, and had gotten 
togetlicr no linall army, both of llrangers and 
of his own countrymen, and inarelied through 


Galilee againfl: Antigonus. Silo alfo, and 
Ventidius, came and affifled him, being pc’: 
luaded by Dellius, who was fent by Antx^iiy to 
affifl in bringing back Herod. Nowfoir Venti¬ 
dius, he was employed in compo^.iig..thcudif- 
turbances tliat iiad been made in the cities by 
the means of the Parthians ; and for Silo, he 
w’as in Judea indeed, but corrupted by Antigo¬ 
nus. However, as I-Ierod went along, hi.: 
army increafed every day, and all Galilee,’%lth 
fome finall exception, joined him: but as he 
v.’as marching' to^ thofe that were in Maf- 
fada (for he was obliged to endeavour tc, 
fave thofe that were in that fortrefs, now 
they were heiieged, becaufe they wGre Jiis re¬ 
lations) Joppa w.'’s an liindcrance to him; 
for it was neceffary for him to take that place 
hrft, it being a city at variance with him ; that 
no ftrong hold inigi.t be Itfft in his enemies 
hands behind him ■'"hen he Ihould go to Jeru- 
falem ; And when Silo made this a pretence 
for rifmg up frofn Jcrufalem, and was there¬ 
upon purfued by the Jews, Plerod fell upon 
them ■with a fmail body of men, and both put 
the JeW£ to flight, and flived Silo, when he 
was very poorly able to defend himfelf; but 
when Herod had taken Joppa, he made hallc 
to fet free thofe of his family tliat were in Maf- 
fuda. Now of the people of the country, fome 
joined him becaufe of the friendlliip they had 
liad with his father, and fome becaufe of the 
fplendid appearance he. made, and others by¬ 
way of requital for the benefits they had, re¬ 
ceived from both of them, but the greateft 
number came to him in hopes of getting fome- 
what from him afterward, if he were once 
firmly fettled in the kingdom, 

2. Herod had now a ftrong army ; and as 
lie marched on, Antigonus kid fnares and am- 
bufhes in the paffes and places moft proper for 
them, but in truth be thereby did little or no 
damage to the enemy: So Herod received thofe 
of his family out of Meffada, and the.fortrefs 
Reflfa, and then went on for Jcrufalem. The 

folcliery 
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foldiery alio that was with Silo accompanied 
Y,h' ’ Mfr^ as did many of the citizens, he- 
j" nls power : and as foon as he had 

.amp on the weft fide of the city, 
.^ii_ . ^lat were fet to guard that part, 

lliot their arrows, and threw their darts at him ; 
and wl)*en ibme fallied oufr in a croud, and came 
to fight Iiand Irand with the lird ranks of 
Herd’s army, he gave orders, that they Ihouhl, 
in iW lird place, make procLimation about the 
wall, Chat “ he came.for the good of the people, 
and for the prefervation of the city, and not to 
hear any old grudge at even his moft open ene¬ 
mies, but ready to forget the ofTences which 
liis greateft adverfaries liad done him.” But 
Antigonus, by way of rejdy to what Herod 
h.id caufed to he jiroclaimed, and this before 
1 he Romans, and before Silo alfo, faid. That 

tlicy would not do Juftly if they gave the 
kingdom to Ilcrod, who was no more than a 
private man, and an Idumcan, /. e. * an half 
few; whereas tlicy ought to beftow it on one 
of the royal family, as their cuftom was ; for 
that in cafe they at prefent hear any ill-will to 
him, and had rcfolvcd to deprive him of the 
kit ,dom, as having received it from the Parthi- 
ans, yet were there many others of his family 
that might by their law take it, and thefe fuch 
as had no way ofFended the Romans, and be¬ 
ing of the facerdotal family, it would be an 
unworthy thing to put them Iiy.” Now while 
they faid thus one to another, ^nd fell to re¬ 
proaching one another on both Tides, Antigm- 
nus permitted his own men that were upon the 
wall to defend theinfelvcs, who ufmg th.cir 
iHiffs, and fhevving great alacrity againft their 
enemies, eafily drove them away from ihe 
towers. 

3. Ani> now it was that Silo difeovered that 
i»c had taken bribes: for he fet a good number 
of his foldiers to complain aloud of the want of 
provifions they were in, and to recpiire money 

* This afiirmatioii of A.itigci'iur., fpe-ltcn in the .d;iys of 
Vtcrod, and in a in,inner to i ’s lace, tli.it he was an A/u- 
nian, i..*c. an half Jfn', let ns 10 me of much greater 
<.uthaiity than th.it pretence uf his favnn.-ite and flatterer 
dhfolaus of Damafous, that he derived his pedigree from 
the Jews as far bnckwsid at the JhabyloniJh captivity, ch. 
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to buy them forid, and that it was fit to let 
them go into places proper for \v intcr-cjuartci s, 
iiacc the places near the city were a tkfirl, hv 
rcafon that Antigonus's loldicrs had carrict! ad 
away ; fo he fet the army upon re/uovi’ng, and 
ciulGavourcd to march away : But Idcrod pref- 
fed Silo not to depart; and exhorted Silo’s cap¬ 
tains and foldiers not to defert him, when C.e- 
far and Antony, and the fenate, had lent him 
thither; ior that he would provide thcni plenty 
of all the things they wanted, and eafily pro¬ 
cure them a great abundance of what they re¬ 
quired ; after whicli intreaty he "immediately 
went out into the country, and left not the 
lead: pretence to Silo for his dcp.irturc ; ior he 
brdught an unexpedled quantity ol' proviiions, 
and fent to thofe friends of his who inhabited 
about Samaria, to bring down corn, and wine, 
and oil, and cattle, and all otlicr proviiions, to 
Jericho, that there mig>;ht be no want of a fnpply 
for the foldiers for the time to come. Antigo¬ 
nus was fenfihle of this, and fent pict’cntlv over 
the country fuch as might rciliain and lie in 
ambuih for thofe that went out for provifion. 
So tliefc men obeyed the orders of Antigonus,, 
and got together a great luimhcr of armed men 
about Jeiiclio, and fat upon tlie mountain;,, and 
watched thofe that brought the provifions. 
However, Herod was not idle in the meantime, 
for he took ten hands of iuUlicis, of whom 
five w'crc of the Romans, and five of the Jews, 
with fome mercenaries among them, and v.itli 
feme few hortemen, and came to jcrich'-; and 
as they found the city d'Jlrtcd, but that five 
hundred of th.em had fctlicd thciuiclvcs on the 
lops of the hills, with their wives and (.hi’dren, 
thofe he took, and lehit away ; hut the Boiiians 
fell Upon the city, and iiltmdered it, and ioinid 
the houfes full of all loitsof good thii go So 
the king left a garriloii at {crieho, am! ca.mc 
Lack again; and lent theBouuiu army to take 

their 

i. ^ 3. Accoiilmgly J(ifcp!iu> .ilwriy ' flccnr t ini ,iti 
mciin, though he fiv.s hit fell cr Aii;ip..;i i v\,i', of li.i l.Jiiic 
people with the jiws, ch. mu. i) 1. anil by biul' .1 Jew_ 
Antiq. B. XX. cli. viii. 7. at iaclcch h (cell pioiblyt^s (,t 
(ufHce a.') the ]dumc.uit> wtii, in i n.i Olceair.: ihc’.civ 
J'.une people will, the Jov.t. 
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their winter-quarters in the countries that were 
come over to him, Judea, and Galilee, and Sa¬ 
maria. And lo much did Antigonus gain of 
Silo for the bribes he gave him, that part of the 
army flipuld be quartered at Lidda, in order to 
to pleafe Antony. So the Romans laid their 
weapons afidc, and lived in plenty of all thiligs. 

4. But Hciod was not pleafed with lying 
ftili, but font out his brother jofeph againll 1- 
dumea with two tlioul'and armed footmen, and 
four hundred horfemen, while hehimfclf came 
to Samaria, and left his mother and his other 
relations ther«; for they were already gone out 
of Mafada, and went into Galilee, to take cer¬ 
tain places which were held by the garrifons of 
Antigonus ; and he pafled on to Sepphoris, .as 
God lent a fnow ; while Antigonus’s garrifons 
withdrew thcmfclves,- and had great plenty of 
provifions. He alfo went thence, and refolved 
to deftroy thofe robbers that dwelt in the caves, 
and did much mifehief in the country; fo he 
icut a troop of horfemen, and three companies 
of armed footmen, againft them. They w^ere 
■ very near to a village called and on 

the fortieth day after he came himfelf, with his 
whole army : and as the enemy fallied out 
boldly upon him, the left wing of his army 
gave way ; but he appearing with a body of 
men, put thofe to flight who were already 
conquerors, and recalled his men that ran a- 
way. He alfo prclfcd upon his enemies, and 
purfued them as far as the river Jordan, though 
they ran away by different roads. So he 
brought over to him all Galilee, excepting thofe 
that dwelt in the caves, and dlftributcd money, 
to every one of his foldlers,’ giving them an 
hujulrcd anclftltv drachma, apiece, and much 
inore to their captain", and fent them.^into 
'-vinttr-cjuartcrs : at which time Silo came to 
11 m, an I l.ts commanders with him, becaufe 
.-Vntigonus would not give them provifions any 
longer; for lie fnpplied them for no more than 
one month ; nay, he had fent to all the coun¬ 
try about, and ordered them to carry off the 
provilions that were there, and retire to the 
mountains, that the Romans might have no 
provilions to live upon, and fo might periih by 


famine : But Herod committed the cafe of that 
matter to Pheroras, his youngeft brother, and 
ordered him to repair Alexandrium alfo Ac¬ 
cording he quickly made the foldier« abound 
with great plenty of provifions^-liuJ ''built 
Alexandrium, which had been before defolate. 

About this tinjc k was that Antony 
continued fome time at Athens, f.nd that Venti- 
dius, who was now in Syria, font for SilOjand 
commanded him to affift Herod in thd^rft 
place to ftnlfti the prefent war, and th«n to 
lend for their confederates, for the war they 
were themfelves engaged in ; but as for Herod, 
he went in hafte againft the robbers that were 
in tb.c caves, and fent Silo away to Ventldius 
while he marched againft them. Thefe caves 
w'ere in mountains that were exceeding abrupt, 
and in their middle were no other than preci¬ 
pices, with certain entrances into the cave.s, 
and thofe caves were encompaffed with ftiarp 
rocks, and in thefe did the robbers lie conceal¬ 
ed, with all their families about them ; but the 
king caufed certain chefts to be made, in order 
to deftroy them, and to be hung down, bound 
about with iron chains, by an engine, from 
the top of the mountain ; it being not poflible 
, to get up'to them by reafon of the ftiarp afeent 
of the mountains, nor to creep down to them 
I from above. Now thefe chefts were filled with 
I armed men, who had long hooks in their 
hands, by which they might pull out fuch as 
4 ‘efifted them, and then tumble them down, 
and kill them by fo doing; but the letting the 
chefts down proved to be a matter of great 
danger, becaufe of the vaft depth they were 
I to be let down, although they had their pib.- 
vifions in the chefti themfelves : But when 
the chefts were let down, and not one of 
thofe in' the mouths of the caves durft come 
near them, but lay ftill out of fear, fome of the" 
armed men girt on their armour, and by both 
their hands took hold of the chain by which the 
chefts were let dovyn, and went into the mouths 
of the caves, becaufe they fretted that fuch de- 
i lay was made by the robbers not daring td 
come out of the caves j and when they were 
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any of tKofc moiithR, they firfl killed many | 
of rbole tliat were in the mouths ^s’lth their 
darts, And afterward pulled tluife te» them that 
1 eiiih‘d. f with their hooks, aiid in nh’ed ; 
"N^iCinTTowii^ut j>rccipiccs, and altci\v;u\i.-> e I 
it>to the caves, an\i killed many more, and tiieu 
went into their cherts again, and lav Hill there ; 
hut upon this, terror I'eizcd the rcil, when t!>cy 
hcaid the lamentations that wcic ni I'le, and 
they defpaired of efcaping ; Mowever, when t!'.e 
nig! if came on, that put an en.d to the ■'.vho.le . 
work ; and as t!ee king proclaimed pardon by 1 
an herald to fuch as delivered tliemfclves up to 
iiim, inniv aevojued of the ofier. The i'ame 
juet' iod of a (fault was made nfc of the next 
day ; aiu! tliey went farther, and got out in 
balkets to fight them, and i'ought thenr at their 
doors, and feat lire among them, and let tlicir 
caves on fire, for there was a great deal of 
comlmllible nutter within them. Now there 
was one old man, who was caught within one 
of thefe caves, with feven children and a wife ; 
thefe prayed them to give them leave to go out, 
and yield themfelvcs up to the enemy ; hut he 
rtood at the cave’s mouth, and always Hew 
that child of his who went out, till he had cle- 
ftroyed them every one ; and after that he flew 
his w’ife, and cart their dead bodies down tlie 
precipice, and hiinfclf after them, and lb un¬ 
derwent death rather than llavery : hut before 
he did this, he greatly reproached Herod with 
the meannefs of his family, although lie was 
then king ; Herod alfo faw what iic was do¬ 
ing, and rtretched out ids hand, and ofiered 
1 pm all manner of fecurity for his life. By 
which means all thefe caves were at length 
fubdued entirely. 

6. And when the king had fet Ptolemy over 
thefe parts of the country as his general, lie 
went to Samaria, with fix hundred horfemen, 
and three thoufand armed footmen, as intend¬ 
ing to fight Antigonus. But ftill this com¬ 
mand ■ of the army did not fucceed well with 
Ptolemy ; but thofe that had been troublefome 
‘ to Galilee before, attacked him, and flew him; 
and when they had done this, they fled among 
the lakes and places almoft inacccffible, laying 
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fiew them and tiemolbhui tl;ur liiong 
■ hr'i.is ; And when lie had linis put an cr.d to 
il.cir rebellion, h<; laid a line upon llie ciiies of 
an Innnircd t,denis. 

7. In the mean time Pacorus \'m:; fallen in a 
battle, and tlie Partliians were defeated, when 
Vcntiviius fent Macheras to the art'.llancc of 
Herod, with two legions, and a thmiland horfe¬ 
men, wl'.ile Antony encouraged him to ii.ake 
Indie, But Macheras, at the tiie inlugation of 
Antigonus, without the appr-ohaiiou f<l'Ileiod, 

, as htdng corrupted by money, v ent about to 
I take a view of his afiairs ; but An; lyuvis I'uf- 
peding this intention of liis coi.d’'.,.^ ^\\^] ,,rr 
admit him into the city, hut kept him ,’f a dii- 
tance with flinging flcncs at Isim, ir. j jibiidy 
rtiewed what he himidf meant, i nt when Ma¬ 
cheras was fcnfihle that Hciml liad given him 
good advice, and that lie had imulc a miilake 
himfelf in not hearkening to that ad\;ec, he re¬ 
tired to the city Kmmaus; and uhat jews he nut 
with he flew them, whetiier tliev were enemies 
or friends, (uit of the rage he was in at what 
hardfhips he had undergone, d'lie king was 
provoked at this conduct of hi", end went to 
Samaria, arul rdolvecl to go to .Antony about 
thefe affairs, and to inform him tliat lie flood 
in no need of inch helpers, wlio did him more 
mifehief than t!>cy did his, enemies, and that 
he was able of himfelf to beat Antigonus ; hut 
Macheras followed liiin, and dcfircd that he 
would not go to Antfiny, or if he was i cfolvcd 
to go, that he would join ids brother jofeph 
with him, and let them fjght agninfl .dnligonus. 

; So he was reconcilttl to Macheras, upon his 
I earneft entreaties. Accordingly lie left Jofeph 
i there with his army, hut charged him to ruu 
no hazards, nor to quarrel with Macheras. 

8. But for his own part, he made haflc to 
Antony (who was then at the fiege of Samofa- 
ta, a place upon Euphrates) with his troops, 

6 M both 
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both horfciYicn and foolmrn, to he auxiliaries 
to liiiii ; Ami when lu: caim; to Antioch, and 
met t!n:rc a great number ol’ men gotten toge¬ 
ther, that were very dclirous to go to Antony, 
but durfl not venture to go out of lear, hecaul'e i 
the Barlmrians loll upon men on the road, and 
flew many ; lo he encouraged them, and be¬ 
came their condudor upon the road. Now 
v/hen flicv were within two davs march of 
Saniolata, the Barbarians had laid an ainbufli 
there to dilhirb thole that came to Antony ; 
arid where tlie woods made the palles narrow, 
as they led to ihc plains, there they laid not a 
few' of their horfcnveil, wlio were to lie fliil 
uiitil thole palTengers were gone by irito the 
wide pdace. Now as loon as the firlf ranks 
■were gmie hy (lor Herod brought on the rear) 
thofe that lay in ambuHi, who were about 
live hundred, fell iipon them (m the fudden ; 
and when they had put the foremoft to flight, 
rhe king came ruling hard, with the forces 
il'.at were about him, and immediately drove 
back the enemy ; by which means he made the 
naiads of his own men courageous, and embol¬ 
dened them to go on, ini'omuch, that thole who 
ran away before, now returned back, and tlic 
Barliarians were flain on all iicles. The king 
;rlfo went on killing them, and recovered all the 
baggage, among which w'ere a great number of 
beads lor burden, and of flaxes, and proceeded 
on in his march ; and w’hcrcas there W’crc a great 
number of thofe in the woods that attacked 
tliein, and w'ere near the jiailage that led into 
the ])lain, he made a Tally upon tlufe alfo with 
a (frong body of men, and put them to flight, 
and flew inauv of them, ami tlicreby rendered 
the wav'laic lor thoie that came after; and 
thefe called Herod their laviour and protedor. 

9. And w'hen he was near to Samofata, 
Antony font out his army in all their proper 
habiliments to meet him, in order to pay He¬ 
rod this refpeiT, and bccaufe of the alullance he 
had given him ; for he had heard what attacks 
the Barbarians had made upon him [in Judea ] 
He alfo was x'ery glad to fee him there, as 
having been actpiainted wdtir the great adions 
he had performed upon the road; So he enter-. 


tained him very kindly, and could not but - 
mire his courage. Antony alfo embraced him 
as loon as he faw him, and faluted him after a 
moft affedionate manner, and .gs.'^e hipr-tlie 
u]i{)er hand, as having hiinfelf lately made h.im 
! a king : and in a little time Antiochus Jelivsi - 
^ ed up the fortrefs, and on that account this war 
was at an end ; tlien Antony committed the 
reft to Solius, and gave him order's to alfift TIc- 
! rod, and w'ent himfelf to Egypt. According!) 
Solius fent two legions before into Judea to the 
aflirtance of Herod, and he followed himfeil 
with the body of the army. 

10. Now Jofeph w'as already flain iil Judea., 
in the manner followdng ; He forgot w'hat 

; charge his brotlier Herod had given him when 
he went to Antony ; and when he had pitched 
his camp among tire mountains, for Machcras 
I had lent liiin live remments, with thefe he 
j went haftily to Jericho, in order to reap the 
I corn thereto belonging ; and as the Romair re- 
; ginicnts were hut newly raifed, and were uu- 
i llcilful in w'ar, for they were in great part col- 
j icilcd out of Syria, he was attacked by lire cne- 
; my, and caught in thofe jrlaces of dilHcult)g 
I and was himfelf flain, as he was fighting brave- 
I ly, and the whole army was loft, for there 
j were fix regiments flain. So when Anligonus 
I had got ■ polfellion of the dead bodies, he cut 
off jofeph’s head, although Pheroras his bro¬ 
ther would have redeemed it at the price of 
fifty talents. After which defeat, the Galileans 
revolted from their commanders, and took 
thofe of Herod’s party, and drowned them in 
the lake, and a great part of Judea was become 
feditious; but Macheras fortified the place Git- 
ta [in Samaria.] 

11. At this time meffengers came to Herod 
' and informed him of what had been done ; and 
; when he was come to Daphne by Antioch, 

' they told him of the ill fortune that had befal¬ 
len his brother; which yet he expeded, from 
certain vilions that apjieared to him in his 
dreams, which clearly forefliewed his brother’s y 
death. So he hallened his march ; and When 
be citnie to mount Libanus, he received about 

eiglv: 



Chap. XV. 


ANTI Q^U I T I E S OF THE JEWS. 


hurKlred of the men of that place, having 
already with him alfo one Roman legion, and 
with thefe he came to Ptolemaic. He alfo 
maj[«a liadJ il»Pi\ce by night with his army, and 
iTHt^e^deil i<tbng Galilee. Here it was that the 
eiitmymet him, and fought him, and were 
Ijcaten, and Ihiit up in the fame place of 
llrength whence they had fallied out the day 
before. So he attacked the place in the morn¬ 
ing, but by reafon ot a great florm that was 
then very violent, he was able to do nothing, 
but drew off his army into the neighbouring 
villages; yet as foon as the other legion that 
Antony lent him was come to his alllftancc, 
thofe that were in garrifon in the place were 
.d'raid, and deferted it in the nigirt-tiine. Then 
did the Idmg march hallily to fericho, intend¬ 
ing to avenge himfelf on the enemy for the 
ilaughtcr ol his hrotlicr ; and when he had 
pitched his tents, he made a feaft for the 
principal commanders ; and after this collation 
was over, ami he had difmincd his guefts, he 
retired to his own chamber : and here may one 
•ee what kindnefs God had for the king ; for 
the upper pait of the houfe fell down when no¬ 
body was in it, and fo killed none, infomucli, 
that all the people believed that Herod was be¬ 
loved of God, fincc he had cfeaped lueh a great 
and furprifing danger. 

12 . IluT the next day fix thoufand of the 
enemy came down from the tops of the rnoim- 
taias to fight the Romans, which greatly terrl- 
iled them ; and the foldiers that were in light 
armour came near, and pelted the king’s guards 
that were come out with darts and (tones, and 
one of them hit him on the fide with a dart. 
Antigonus alfo fent a commander againft Sa¬ 
maria, whofe name was Pappus, with fomc 
forces; being defirous to fliew the enemy how 
potent he was, and that he had men to fpare 
in his war with them: He fat down to oppofe 
Machcras; but Herod, when he had taken five 
cities, took fuch as were left in them, being a- 


bout two thoufand, and ficw them, and btirnf 
the cities thenifclvcs, and then returned to gf-. 
againll Pappus, who was cnc.unped at a village 
called Jfanas : and there ran iji to diiin man'' 
out of Jericdio and ]udca, near to which placo-- 
he was, and tlie enemy fell tipon his’men, i<a 
flout w'crc they at thisj time, and joined l)ani' 
with them, but he beat them in the light; ami 
in order to he revenged on them for the flaiigh- 
ter ol his brother, lie purlucd them lharply, and 
killed them as they ran away ; ’ and as the 
houles were full of armed men, and many ol 
them ran as far as the tops of the houles, he 
got them under his power, ami j'ulled down the 
roofs of the houles, and lav; the lower rooms 
full of foldiers that wx-re caught, and lay all on 
a heap; fo they threw Roues down upon them 
as tliey lay piled one upon another, and there¬ 
by killed them ; nor was there a more IViglit- 
ful fpcdtacle in all tiic war than tliis, u hcrc be 
yond the walls an immenfe multitude of dead 
men lay heaped one upon another. 'Phis ac¬ 
tion it was wliich chiedy brake the fjiirits of the 
enemy, who cxpccicdnow wliat would come, 
for there appeared a mighty number of people 
that came from ydaccs far dillant, that were 
now about tlic village, but then ran away ; and 
had it not been for the depth of winter, which 
then reftrained them, the king’s army had pre- 
fently gone to jcrul'alem, as l)cing very cour¬ 
ageous at this good fuccefs, and the wliole worl, 
had been done imrnediatelv; for Antigonus was 
already looking about liow lie might lly away, 
and leave the city. 

13. At tliis time the king gave order that 
the foldiers Ihonid go to fup))er, for it was late 
at night, while he went into a chan;ber to uh' 
the bath, for he was very weary ; ami here i; 
was that he was in the grcatefl danger, wliieh 
yet, by Cod’s providence, he clcajxd ; loi as 
he was naked, and had but one lervaiit that 
followed him, to be with b.Im while he was ba- 

ihine 

C.J 


* if m.iy be worth our obforvation here, that thcfcfol- 
<Hers of Herod could not have gotten upon the tops of 
thefe houitb whici) were full of enemies, in order to pull 
UP the unner doors, and deftroy them beneath, but by 


ladders from the oetlble; which iliuiliMte . fomc loxts in 
the New Tcdanienf, by wliuli it ajipc.Mn that eu ii ufeil to 
afeend thither by bidilevs on tilt outlide,. .S,i bbet- ■ mv. 
17. Mark xiii. K. I.ukt v. !■) '.vd. 
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th'ui;; in an inner room, certain of the enemy, 
who were in tlicir armour, and had fled thither 
out oi tear, were then in l!ic j)lace; and as he 
was [)athii.iit;, the llrft of them came out wdth 
his naked (word drawn, and went out at the 
doors, and after Iiim a fecond, and a third, arm¬ 
ed in like manner, and were under fucli a 
conidernation, that they did no luirt to the king, 
and thought themfelves to havn* come ofl'very 
well in luirering no harm tlicmlelvcs in their 
getting out of the houfe. How'ever, on the 
next day, he cut off the head of Pappus, for 
he was already llain, and lent it to Pheroras, as 
a punillimcnt of wdiat their brother had fuffered 
])y his means, for he, was the man that flew him 
with his own hand. 

14. When the rigour of vednrer was over, 
Herctd removed his army and came near to Je- 
rufalcm, and pitched his camp hard by the city. 
Now this was tlie third year fmee he had been : 
made king at Rome; and as he removed his ' 
camp, and came near that part of the wall 
where it could be mofl; cafily ailaulted,.he pitch- ; 
cd that camp before the temple, intending to | 
make his attacks in the fame manner as did i 
Pompev; fo he cncompalTed the place with three 
bulwarks, and ereiled towers, and employed a 
great many hands about the work, and cut 
down the trees that were round about the city ; 
and when he had appointed proper perfons to < 
overfee the works, even while the army lay be¬ 
fore the city, he himlclf went to Samaria to 
complete his marriage, nul to take to wife the 
daughter of Alexander, ti.e Ion of Ariilohidus j 
for he had betrothed her already, as 1 have be¬ 
fore related. 


CHAP. XVL 

flozv Hcrot^, '-Li'hcn Lc had married Mariamne^ 
tr« ' ycnifdni!, ivitb the AJfiJlancc of Sofius^ 
h t'orce : And h.iv the Government of the 
^tfaiiKnc.ins 'ivas put an hind to. 

§ I. A Pd'l’.R the wedding wxas over, came 
/~\ Sofnis through Phciiicia, having fent 
cut his army before him over the midland parts. 
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lie alfo, wdio was their commander, came 
himfclf, with a great number of horfemeu and 
footmen. The king alio came liiinielt from 
Samaria, and brouglit with him n^' liiial; arms . 
betides that which was there behave, tor th^o' 
were about thirty theufand'; and they all uw; 
together at the walls of Jerufalein, and encamp¬ 
ed at the north wall of the city, being now an 
armv of eleven legions, armed men on ffot, 
and fix thouland horfemen, with other auxili¬ 
aries cut of Syu'ia. The generals were tv.'o, 
Sofiiis, fent by Antony to alUlf Herod, and 
Herod on his own account, in order to take ific 
government from Antigonus, who wa,. declared 
an enemy at Rome, and that he inieht lurrdeli 
be king, according to the decree of tiie ienatc 
2 . Now the Jews that were ineiolcd Vvitl.in 
the W'alls of the city fought againll Plerod witi; 
great alacrity and /.cal (for the whcjie nation 
w'as gathered together) ; they alfo gave ou; 
many pro{)hecies about the temple, and manv 
things agreeable to the people, as it (lod would 
deliver them out of the dangers they were in , 
They had alfo carried off wiiat was out of t];e 
city, that they might not leave any thing to 
afford fuftenance either for men or for beafls ; 
and by private robberies they made the want of 
ncceflaries greater. When Herod underlfooii 
this, he oppofed amhufhes in the filtefl: places 
againft their private robberies, and he lent le¬ 
gions of aiTnctl men to bring in provifions, and 
that from remote places ; fo that in a little time 
they^ had great plenty of provilions. Now the 
three bulwarks were cafily ere£ted, bccaufc fo 
many hands were continually at work upon it; 
for it was fummer-time, and there was nothing 
to hinder them in raifing their works, neither 
from the air, nor from the workmen : So they 
brought their engines to bear, and fhook the 
walls of the city, and tried all manner of ways 
to get in ; ymt did not thofe within difeover any 
fear, but they alfo contrived not a few engines 
to oppofe their engines withal. They alfo fal- 
lied out, and burnt not only thofe engines that/ 
wgre not yet perfeded, but thofe that'were 
and when they came hand to hand, their at¬ 
tempts 
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tempts were not Id's bold than thofe of tl e 
Romans, though they wgre behind them in 
ikill. I’tiey alfo eroded new works when the 
. j’orii<> fci~‘iF :rft^’:uined ; and making mines uuder- 
met ^acli other, and fought there ; | 
aiul mdking ufe of brutifla courage, rather than i 
of prudent valour, they perfilled in this war i 
to tiu' very laid : And this they did while a ' 
mighty army lay round about thetn, and while 
diey were dillrelTed by famine and the want ; 
of necdlaries; for this happened to be a lab- 
batic year. The firft that foaled the walls 
were twenty chofen men, the next were So- 
iius’s centurions ; for the firft wall was taken 
in lorry days, and the fecund in fifteen more, 
when lomc of the cloiftcrs that were about the i 
temple were burnt; which Herod gave out to j 
liavc been burnt by Antigonus, in order to ex- ! 
pole him to the hatred of the Jews. And 
when the outer court of the temple, and the 
lower city, were taken, the Jews Hed into the 
inner court of the temple, and into the upper 
city ; but now fearing left the Romans Ihould 
binder them from olfering their daily facrificcs 
to Uod, they lent an amballagc, and delired 
that tliey would only permit them to bring in 
bcafts for facrilices, which Herod granted, 
hoping tliey were going to yield ; Rut when 
he law that they did nothing of what he lup- 
pofed, hut bitterly oppofed him, in order to 
preferve the kingdom to Antigonus, he made 
an alftmlt upon the city, and took it by ftorm; 
and now all parts were full of thofe that were 
llain, by tlie rage of the Romans at the long 
duration of the liege, and by the zeal of the 
Jews that were on Herod’s fide, who were not 
willing to leave one of their adverfaries alive; 
fo they were murdered continually in the nar- j 
row ftreets, and in the houfes by crowds; and ; 
as they were Hying to the temple for flielter, > 
and there was no pity taken of either infants or i 
the aged, nor did they fpare fo much as the I 
weaker fex ; nay, although the king lent about, I 
and befought them to fpare the people, yet no- j 

' Note here, that Jofephus fully and frequently aiTures 
u;, that there palled above three years between Herod’s 
liril oln,lining the kingdom at Rome, and his fecond ob- 
fn .1.,. lor.ir.i...,. nh An_ 
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j body icllraincd ihcir li.and from lieu Ktc , f- y 
I as il llicv were <i eomnanv ol in.'.J i.rti, li . . 
fell upon p.erl'uns of all ages, wiilioul ilillii.;- 
tiun ; ;nui then Antigonus, witiiotu leeatd lo 
either i\is jvill or preient cireumtlam munc 
down from the cilailel, and fell down ilie le, t 
of Sofius, v.'lio took no jiitv of him in the ch.tnpi 
of his fortune, hut iniuited him heiann! men- 
lure, and e.illed him f/. e. a Winu.m, 

, atid not a man] ; yet did not he iron him as 
if he were a v.-nnian, h)' letting him ‘g> .n lihcr- 
j ty, hut j'.ut him into bonds, and kept 'liai in 
1 dole cullodv. 

g. Ami now He-rtid having ove:vo:ree his 
enemies, his care was to govtni thole It're', yie-s 
who had been his alfillants ; for tlic erovid of 
ftrangers ruflicd to fee the temple, and the j.t- 
cred things in the temple : Bui the king think¬ 
ing a viflory to he a more feverc afiliclion than 
a defeat, if any of thole things which it was 
not lawful to fee llioiild he leen by them, tiled 
intreatics and threatenings, and even I'omc- 
times force itfcll, to rdtraia them. He a!it> 

I prohibitet] the ravage that was made in the 
I city, and many times alkcd Sofn::', wliether tb.e 
Romans would empty the eifv holh ' f mt.mc}' 
i and men, and leave lilm king ol a dchirt ? and 
told him, that he ertcemed the dominion over 
the v/hole habitaiile earth as !)y no means an 
equivalent latisfaflion for lueh a mmder of bk 
citizens ; And when he laid, that this murdei 
was juftly to be jicrmitted the foldiers, lor the 
ftege tltcy bad undergone, be replied, that he 
woukl give eveiy one their reward out of his 
own money, and by this means he redeemed 
what remained of the eily from deftnu'lion ; 
and he performed what he had promiied him,ln; 
he gave a noble jrrelent to eveiy loldier, atn! a 
proportionable jirelent to their eomimnuftrs, 
but a moll royal jireient to Sofnis himleU, till 
they all went away full of money. 

4 . This deftruflion bel’elthceityofjcrnr!- 
lem, when Marcus Agrippa and kaninius Ckd/.o 

were 

gonus. The jircTent hillcrv of tliis interv.il twice men¬ 
tions the army’s going into \vimcr-(pi.,i icr,., which per¬ 
haps belonged to two leveral winters, chap, rv, § 3, 4. 

and 
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were confVils of Rome, on ihc hundred eighty 
and Irfili olympiad,, on the third month,, on 
the j'olcninity of the hdl, as if a periodical re¬ 
volution of calamities had returned fmcc that 
which'befel the Jews under Pompey ; for the 
lews were taken by him on the fame day, and 
this was after twenty-feven years time. So 
v.'hen Sofius had dedicated a crown of gold to 
God, he marched away from Jerufalem, and 
carried Antigonus. with him in bonds to An¬ 
ton)^ ; but Herod was afraid left Antigonus 
Ihnuld be kept in prifon [only] by Antony, 
and that when he was carried to Rome by 
him, he might get his caufe to be heard by the 
I'cnate, and might demonftrate, as ho was him- 
felf of the royal blood, and Herod but a pri¬ 
vate man, that therefore it belonged to his fons 
however to have the kingdom, on account of 
the family they were of, in cafe he had him- 
I'clf offended the Romans by what he had 

and th(iu"h jofephus fays nothing how long they, lay in 
thoi'e winter-quarters, yet does he give fuch an account 
of the long and fludied delays of Ventidius Silo, and Ma- 
cheras, who were to fee Herod fettled in Ijis new king¬ 
dom (but feem not to have had fufficient forces for 
fluit purpofe, and v/ere for ecvraln all corrupted.by An¬ 
tigonus to make the longefl delays polhble) and give us 
fuch particular accounts of the many great adions of 
Herod during the fame interval, as fairly imply that in¬ 
terval before Herod went to Samofata, to have been very 
<'mfulerahlc. However, what is wanting in Jofephus is 
fully fupplied by Mofes Chorenenfis, the Armenian liii- 
tonan, in his hillory of the fame inieival, B. 11. cliap. 
where he diiedly aflurcs us, that Tigranes, then 
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done. Out of Herod’s fear of this it was, that 
he, by giving Ant^y a great deal of money, 
endeavoured to perluadehim to have Antigonus 
flain, which if it were once dgKe^,--he fhould 
he free from fear. And thus did' ♦he govp?rt- 
ment of the Afamoneans ceafe, an hundred 
twenty and fix years after it yvas firft fet up. 
This family was a fplendid and an illuftrious 
one, both on account of the nobility of their 
ftock, and of the dignity of the high prieft- 
hood, as alfo for the glorious actions their an- 
ceftora had performed for our nation : but thefc 
men loft the government by their difl'entions 
one with another, and it came to Herod, the 
foil of Antipater, who w'as of no more than a 
vulgar family, and of no eminent extradion, 
but one that was fubjed to other kings : And 
this is what hiftory tells us was the end of the 
Afamonean family. 

king of Armenia, and the principal manager of this Par¬ 
thian war, reigned two years after Herod was made king 
at Rome; and yet Antony did not hear of his death, in 
that very neighbourhood, at Samofata, till he was come 
thither to beliege it: after which Herod brought him an 
army, which was 340 miles march, and through a diffi¬ 
cult country, full of enemies alfo, and joined with him in 
the fiege of Samofata till the city was taken •, then Herod 
and Sofius march back-with their large armies the fame 
number of 340 milesi and when, in a little time, they fat 
down tobefiege jerufidem, they were not able to take it, 
but by a fiege of five months. All which put together 
fully fupplies what is wanting in Jofephus, and fecurea 
the entire chronology of thefc times beyond contradiHion. 


BOOK 





BOOK XV. 

Containing the Interval of Eighteen Tears. 

[From the Death of Antigonus to the finiihing of the Temple by Herod,] 


CHAP. I. 

Concerning rollio and Samcas. ■ Herod flays the 
the Principal of Antigonus's Friends, and 
fpoils the City of its Wealth. Antony beheads 
yht tig onus. 

§1.1" yOW Sofius and Herod took Jeru- 
1 ■ 1 falem by force ; and befides that, 
M ■ how they took Antigonus captive, 
has been related by us in tlie foregoing book. 
We will now proceed in the narration. And 
fince Herod had now the government of all 
Judea put into liis hands, he promoted fuch of 
the private men in the city as had been of his 
party, but never left off avenging and punifh- 
ing every day thofe that had chofen to be of 
the party of his enemies : But Pollio, the Pha- 
rifee, and Sameas, a difciple of his, were ho¬ 
noured by him above all the reft ; for when Je- 
rufalem was befieged, they advifed the citizens to 
receive Herod, for which advice they were all 
requited: But this Philo, at the time when 
Herod was once upon his trial of life and death, 
foretold, in way of reproach, to Hyreanus and 
the other judges, how this Herod, whom they 
fulfered now to efcape, would afterward inflidl 
punilhment on them all; which had its com¬ 
pletion in time, while C<od fulfilled the words 
he had fpoken. 

2 . At this time Herod, now he had got Je- 
rufalem under his power, carried off all the 
royal ornaments, and fpoiled the wealthy men 
of what they had gotten ; and when, by thefc 
mean^, he had heaped together a great quantity 
of filVer and gold, he gave it all to Antony, 
and his friends that were about him. Fie alfo 


flew forty-five of the principal men of Antigo- 
nus’s party, and fet guards at the gates of the 
city, that nothing might be carried out toge¬ 
ther with their dead bodies. They alfo fearch- 
ed the dead, and whatfoever was found, either 
of filver, or gold, oT' other treafure, it was car¬ 
ried to the king : Nor was there any end of the 
miferies he brought upon them ; and this dif- 
trefs was in part occafioned by the covetoufnefs 
of the prince regnant, who was ftill in want of 
more, and in pai't by the fabbatic year, which 
was ftill going on, and forced the country to lie 
ftill uncultivated, fince we are forbidden to fow 
our land in that year. Now when Antony 
had received Antigonus as his captive, he de¬ 
termined to keep him againft his triumph ; but 
when he heard that the nation grew feditious,, 
and that, out of their hatred to Flerod, they 
continued to bear good-will to Antigonus, he 
refolved to behead him at Antioclg for other- 
wife the )ews could no way be brought to be 
quiet. And Strabo of Cappadocia attefts to 
what I have faid, when he thus fpeaks : “ An¬ 
tony ordered Antigonus the Jew to be brought 
to Antioch, and there to be beheaded ; and this 
Antony feeins to me to have been the very firft 
man who beheaded a king, as fuppofing lie 
could no other way bend the minds of tlic jews, 
fo as to receive Herod, whom he had made 
king in his ftead, for by no torments could they 
be forced to call him king, fo great a fondncl's 
they had for their former king ; fo he thought 
that this diihonourable death rvould diminifli 
the value they had for Antigonus’s memory, 
and at the lame time would diminifli their ha¬ 
tred they bare to Herod.” Thus I’ar Strabo. 

C FI A P.. 



Book XV. 


510 A T I C^U ITIES OF THE JEWS. 


C fl A P. JI. 

How Hyrcanus was fst at Liberty by the Par- 
thians^ 'and returned to Herod: And what 
Alexaiidra did^ when Jhe heard that Anatic- 
lus was made High Prieji. 

§ i.J^TOW after Flerod was in pofleflion of 
the kingdom, Hyrcanus the high 
prieft, who was then a captive among the Par- 
thians, came to him again, and was fet free 
from his captivity, in the manner following; 
Barzapharncs and Pacorus, the generals of the 
Parthians, took Hyrcanus, who was firfl made 
high prieft, and afterward king, and Plerod’s 
brother Phafaelus, captives, and were carrying 
them away into Parthia. Phafaelus indeed 
could not bear the reproach of being in bonds, 
and thinking tliat death, with glory, was better 
than any life whatfoever, he became his own 
executioner, as I have formerly related. 

2. But when Hyrcanus was brought into 
l\irthia, the king Phraates treated him after a 
very gentle manner, as having already learned 
of what an illuftrious family he was ; on which 
account he fet him free from his bonds, and gave 
him an habitation at Babylon, where there 
were jews in great numbers, 'bbefe Jews ho¬ 
noured Hyicauus as their high prieil: and king ; 
<•, did all ti.e Jcvvilh nation that dwelt as far as 
Laipliratcs ; which lelpedl was very much to 
h.is iatisfahtion. But when he was informed 
huat Heiod had received the kingdom, new 
ipes came upon him, as having been liimfelf 
hill of a kind dirpohtiori towards him ; and ex- 
pccling that Herod would bear in mind what 
favour he bad received from him, and when he 
was upon his trial, and when he was in danger 
that a capital lenfenee would be pronounced a- 
giinfl biin, he delivered him from that danger, 
and from all punilh iumt. Accordingly he talk¬ 
ed of that matter vvith the Jews that came often 
to hi.ii with gieat afledliou j but they eudea- 

* 'j'’;-.' city l.cr- c,',ll al 1 ’ itylon by Jofephus Items to be 
on' wbi b was huiit hv I'ome of the Sclcucidte upon the 
u-bi'di long after the utter dcfolation of old Baby- 
i n\ was v.oiauio:i>y fo cilLtl, and I fuppofe not far from 


voured to retain him among them, and defired 
that he would flay with them, putting him in 
mind of the kind offices and honours they did 
him, and that thofe honours tK^y**paid him 
were not at all inferior to what th^^> ccA'Jd- pay 
to cither their high priefts or their kings ; and 
whal was a greater motive to- determine him, 
they faid, was this, that he could not have thole 
dignities [in Judea] bccaufe of that maim in his 
body, which had been inflidded on him by An- 
tigonus ; and that kings do not ufe to requite 
men for tliofe 'IUndnefles which they received 
when they were private perfons, the height of 
their fortune making ufually no fmall changes 
in them. 

3. Now although they fuggefted thefe argu¬ 
ments to him for his own advantage, yet did 
Plyrcanus ftill defirc to depart. Herod alfo 
wrote to him, and perfuaded him to deflrc of 

, Phraates, and the Jews that were there, that 
they fhould not grudge him the royal authority, 
which he fhould have jointly with himfelfj for 
I that now was the proper time for himfelf to 
I make him amends for the favours he had receiv- 
I ed from him, as having been brought up by 
him, and faved by him alfo, as well as for Hvr- 
canus to receive it. And as he wrote thus to 
Hyrcanus, fo did he fend alfo Saramallas, liis 
ambaflador, to Phraates, and many prefents 
with him, and dcfired him, in the mofl obli¬ 
ging way, that he would be no hinderance to 
his gratitude towards his benefactor. But this 
zeal of Herod did not flow from that principle, 
but bccaufe he had been made governor of that 
country without having any jufl claim to it, he 
was afraid, and that upon rcafons good enough, 
of a change in his condition, and fo made wh«t 
hafle he could to get Plyrcanus into his power, 
or Indeed to put him quite out of the way ; 
which kill; thing he com}xifred afterward. 

4. Accordingly, when liyrcanus came 
full of afltirance, by the permiffion of the king 

of. 

« 

Sckucia ; juft as the later adjoining city Bagdat has beeu, 
and is often called by the fame old name of Babylon till '' 
this Ycry day. 
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ol' P.irtlua, and at the cxpcnce of the Jews, who 
fiinp'ied fiim with money, Ilcrod received !iim 
Vvith ail podiblc refpeci, and pjave him the up¬ 
per pl,'ici>t?f^)uhlic incccin,o;s, and let him above 
fcafts, and thereby deceived him. 
He callc*d him Ills father ; and endeavoured, by 
all the wayr, poffiblc, that he miglithave uoful- 
piciop. of any treacherous dclign againft him. 
lie abb did other things in order to fecure his 
iverponent, which yet occalioned a fedition in 
b.is own family ; for being cautious how he 
pi idc any ' iiiuftrious perforf^g higli pricli; of 
( bad, he ilmt for an obfeure priefl; out of Habv- 
hm, wl.ole name was Ananclns^ anti bellowed 
tlie high privdlhood upon him. 

5. Howpvi'.r, Alexaiidra, the daughter of 
Hyreanus, and wife of Alexander, the fon of 
Ariltobulus the king, who had a 1 fo brought A- 
icxandcr [two] children, could not bear this in¬ 
dignity. Now this fon w^as one of the grcatch 
comclincfs, and was called Arijlohulus ; and the 
daughter, Mariamne,- was married to Elerod, 
and eminent for her beauty alfo. This Alex- 
.andra was much difturbed, and took this indig¬ 
nity offered to her fon exceeding ill, that while 
rie was alive any one elfe fliould be feat for to 
f'.avc the dignity of the high priefthood confer¬ 
red upon him. Accordingly fhe wrote to Cllc- 
opatra, (a mufician aflifting her in taking care 
to have her letters carried) to delire licr intcr- 


cellion with Antony, in order to gain the high 
priefthood for her fon- 

6. But as Antony was flow in granting this 


requeft, his friend f Dcllius came into Judea 
upon fome affiirs, and when he faw Ariftobulus, 
he flood in admiration at the talhiefs and hand- 


fomcnefs of the child, and no Icfs at Mariamne 


the king’s wife, and was open in his commen¬ 
dations of Alexandra, as the mother of moft 


* Here \vc have an eminent example of Tlcrod's v/orlil- 
ly and profane politics, wltcn by the abulc of his unlawful 
and ufurped power, to make wliom he pleafed high jnieft, 
in the perfon of Ananelus, he occahoned tuch diftiirban- 
ces injiiis kingdom, and in his own family, as luflered 
him to enjoy no lading peace or tranquility ever afterward ; 
And fueh is frequently the cfTcft of profane court politics 
about matters of religion in other ages and nations. The 
Old Tcllament is full of the miferies of the people of the 


Ij heajMifi’; cliihlrp’i ■ And when ihc-c.imc to dif- 
j! CfVii;!;: WPP! hipt, he ItLwietl her v'' get pic- 
I turcs tiraava ol i! .ppi haih, paid to ieitd them to 
Aiuop.y; hirti.e.l wiiea he-law fltci'P.', he would 
dcPiv h; ; lu'ilup.g thed live ihoiild ;dh. Accor¬ 
dingly AleA.avdfj w ip elevated with tlicie words 
of ills, a:id ieib the pip'ure,; to Aiitttny. Del- 
lius alii) tpe'ted ex'.! a VP i", end fiid, Titat 
th-lc chi'th'eii lecmct! not ed Irtau men, 

! hut irom fotp.e god cv othi.r.” Hi; ileiign in 
j doing io w,i3 to entice Autonv into l.jv.nl plca- 
I lures vvitli them, wlto was ;;lh.up,ed to lend for 
j tiic dauikd, as heitig the wife of Herod, and 
avoidcti It, hceaulc ol the repro.iche:. he Ihould 
have frotii Cleopatra on that ai count ; hut lie 
lent, in the moll decent manner he could, for 
I the young man ; hut added this withal, “ tJn- 
j lels he thought it hard ujion liim fo to do.” 
When this letter was brought to Iderod, lie did 
not tliink it fafe for him to I’erul one fo itand- 
fornc as was Ariftobulus, in the prime of h.is 
life, for he was lixteen years of.age, ami of io 
noble a family, and {tarlicularly net tu /vrPtonv, 
the principal man among ihc Ron..ir;''. andor.r 
that would abulc him in liiam: g a;: ' iiprules, 
one that openly indulgetl himlelt in Imd: pder- 
fpu'es, as his power allowed hi:n, 'axii; cor- 
tropd. He therefore wrote hsek to him, Tlia*- 
“ if this hoy fliould only go (;Pt <n tiie e( ur.fry, 
all would he in a I'afe (d'war and upnevr, he- 
caufe the )evvs wcix in luqpjs oi :t ch iTige in ih ’ 
government, and to faxe anctiier king (p/e:* 
them.” 

7. W'^UKN Herod had tlins ex pjie;,I iiipafeh 

to Antony, he rcfolved. that he XN'.nid mit cn- 

I lirely permit the ciiihi, or Alexandr;;, to he 

! treated difhononrahly : But ins wile Ad ni.imn • 

I lay vehemently at him to rcilo.’-e line liigii j.rieft- 

I i lujod 

ji 

Jew,; derived from itudi po'..irs, i fp'■ iy in and 

I after the days of Jeroboam, tl,f ion of iXi.nat, ocAo m.'r/c 
\ Ifrac! to fin who gave the mod pernicious to ample cd it ; 

! wiio brought on the groiiell corrupilon of teiign n hy it ; 

and the punifhmeni of whole family h i u w a . ira-fl rc- 
I markable. The cafe is too well known to ftand in u' ed of 
particular citations. 

t Of this wicked Dcllius, fee the note on the War, B, 

I. ch. XV. 5 3. 
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to licr brcjtlicr, and ho j\Kigc(l it was for his ad¬ 
vantage i'o to do, hccaufc, if l;c once had that 
dignity, he could not go out of the country. 
80 he called his friends together, and told them, 
That “ Alexandra privately conlpircd againft 
his royal autliorlfy, and endeavoured, by the 
means of Cleopatra, fo to bring it about, that 
he might be deprived of the govenuuent, and 
that by Antony’s means this yoiuh might have 
the management of public affairs in his ftead’; 
and that this. ]>rocedure of hers was unjuft, 
fince lire would at the fame time deprive her 
daughter of the dignity flic now had, and would 
briiig difturbanccs upon tlie kingdom, for which j 
he had taken a great deal of pains, atid had j 
gotten it with extraordinary hazards : that yet, 
while he well remembered her wicked prac- ; 
tices, he would not leave olf doing what was | 
right himfelf, but would even now give the j 
youth the higls prieliliood ; and that he for- j 
ineriy fet up-Ananelus, becaufe Ariftobulus w^as I 
th.en fo very young a child.” Now when h.c j 
had faid this, not at random, but as bethought j 
with the heft diferetion iic liad, in order to de¬ 
ceive the women, and thofe ftiends whom he 
had taken to confult withal, Alexandra, out of 
the great joy flie had, at this uncxpcdlcd promlfe, 
and out of fear from the fufpicions flic lay un¬ 
der, fell a weeping ; and made the following 
apology for herleif, and faid, 'lliat “ as to tlie 
[liighj priefthood, fhe was very much concern¬ 
ed fbr the diigrace hej- fon was under, and fo 
did Iicr utmoft endeavours to procure it lor him; 
but that as to the kingdom, fhe had made, no 
attempts, and that if it were offered her [for her 
fon] flie wotild not accept it; and that now ftre 
would be fatisficd whth her Ion’s dignity, while 
he himfelf held the civil government, and flic 
had thereby the fccurity that arofe from his pe¬ 
culiar ability in governing, to all the remainder 

* "When Jofephus fays here, that this Anaataag, the 
new high pneft, was of the Jlai k. of the Ingh priefs, and 
fiiicc he had been juft telh.ng us tha.t lie was a priell of 
an ahfiure fanijly or ebaratier, clrap. ii. § 4. it .. not at.all 
probable that lie could fo foon fay that he wa.s oj the fork 
of the high pnfls. However, Jofephus here makes a re¬ 
markable obfervatiein, that' this-Anandus was the third 
that was ever unjulbly a.u*i wickedly turned out of the 
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of her family; that fhe was now overcome by 
his benefits, and thankfully accepted of this 
honour fliewcd by him to her fon, apd that flic 
would hereafter be entirely obedieiii-:^ And flie 
defired him to excufc her, if the nbl'-il.'by^iiblicr 
family, and that freedom of atftlng which Ihc 
thought that allowed her, had made her adt too 
precipitately and imprudently in this matter.” 
So when they had fpoken thus to one another, 
they came to an agreement, and all fufpicions, 
fo far as appeared, were vaniflied away. 



CHAP. IlL 

Ih 7V Herod, ttpon his making Arijlohtihis High 
PricR, took Care that hejhonld be murdered 
in a little Pme ; and ivhat Apology he made 
to Antony about Arijlohtdus : As alfo con¬ 
cerning Jofeph and Mariamtie, 

§ king Herod immediately took ilm 

^3 priefthood away from Ananclus, 
who, as we faid before, was not of this coun¬ 
try, but one of thofe Jews that had been car¬ 
ried captive beyond Euphrates ; for there were 
not a few ten thoufands of this people that had 
been carried captives, and dwelt about Bahylo- 
ni<a, whence Ananclus came. He was one * of 
; the ftock of the high priefts, and had been of 
old a particular friend of Plcrod ; and when he 
was firft made king, he conferred that dignity 
upon him, and now put him out of it again, in 
order to quiet the troubles in his family, though 
what lie did was plainly unlawful; for at no 
other time [of old] was any one that had once 
; been in that dignity deprived of it. Tt was 
^ Antiochus Epiphanes who firft brake that law, 
and deprived Jefus, and made his brother Onias 
, high prieft in his ftettd. A-riftobuIus was the 

. fecond 

high priefthood by the civil power, no king or governor 
; having ventured to do fo that Jofcplius knew of, but that 
j heathen tyrant and perfe-cutor Antioehug Epiphanes ; that 
I barbarous parricide Ariftobulu.s, the firft that toe.k royal 
I authoritv among the Maccahee.s j and tl is tyrant, king 
j Herod the Great, although afterward that infamous prac- 
! tiee became frequent, till the very oeftrueftion of Jerufa- 
i km, when the oftict of high priefthood was at an end. 
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fecond that did fo, and took that dignity from 
Ills brother [Hyrcanus] ; and this Herod was 
the thirds, who took that Iiigli office away [from 
Ananelu'?;^ and gave it to this young man, Arif- 
tc>Jhuirrr7*‘.ti his fle;>d. 

2 . And now Elcrod feemed to have healed 
the divifions m his family : Yet was he not 
without fufpicion, as is frequently the cafe of 
people feeming to be reconciled to one another ; 
l)ut thought that, as Alexandra had already 
made attempts tending to innovations, fo did 
he fear that fire would go therein, if flic 
i’ound a fit opportunity for fo doing ; fo he 
gave a command, that die fhould dwell in the 
palace, and meddle with no public affairs: Her 
guards alio were fo careful, that nothing fire 
did in private life every day was concealed. 
All thefe hardihips put her out of patience by 
little and little, and flic began to hate Herod ; 
for as flie had the pride of a woman to the ut- 
nioft degree, flic had great indignation at this 
fufpicious guard that was about her, as defirous 
ratlier to undergo any thing that could befal 
her, than to be deprived of her liberty of fpcech, 
and, under the notion of an honorary guard, 
to live in a ftate of flavery and terror : She 
therefore fent to Cleopatra, and made a long 
complaint of the circumfiances fire was in, and 
intreated hei to do her utmoft for her affiRance. 
Cleopatra hereupon advifed her to take her fon 
with her, and come away immediately to her 
into Egypt. This advice pleafed her j and flie 
had this contrivance for getting away : She got 
two coffins made, as-if .they were to carry away 
two dead bodies, and put herfelf into one, and 
her fon into the other, and gave orders to fuch 
of her fervants as knew of her intentions, to 
carry them away in the night-time. Now 
their road was to be thence to the fea-fide, and 
there was a Ihip ready to carry them into K- 
gypt. Now fEfop, one of Jier fervants, hap¬ 
pened to hill upon Sabbion, one of her friends, 
and fpakc of this matter to him, as thinking he 
had lurown of it before. When Sabbion knew 
this, (who had formerly been an enemy of 

■* This entirely confutes the Tnlmutlifts, who pietcnd 


Herod, and been cReemeJ one of thofe that 
laid fnares for, and gave the poifon to [his fa¬ 
ther] Antipatcr) he cxpcclctl that this diicovery 
would change Elerod’s hatred info kjndncfs; 
fo he told the king of this private Rralagem of 
Alexandra : Whereupon he luffered her to 
proceed to the execution of her projeft, and 
caught Iter in the very faft, hut Rill he paffed 
by her offence; and though lie had a great mind 
to do it, he durR not inflifl any thing that was 
I fevere ujion her ; for he knew that Cleopatra. 

I would not bear that he ffiould have her ac- 
cufed, on account of her hatred to lilin ; but 
made a fhew, as if it were rather the generoR- 
ty of his foul, and his great moderation, that 
made him forgive them. However, he fully 
propofed to himfelf to put this young man 
out of the way by one means or other ; but 
he thought he might in probability he better 
I concealed in doing it, if he did it not prefentJy, 

I nor immediately afttn: what had lately iiappen- 

i CCi. ■ 

I 3. And now, upon the approach of the fcaR 
: of tabernacles, which is a feRival very much 
oblervcd among us, lie let thofe days pafs over, 
and both he and the reR c^f the people were 
therein very merry ; yet did the envv which at 
I this time arofe in him caufe him to make haRe 
I to do what he vvas about, and provoke him to 
it: for when tills youth AriRobulus, who was 
now in the leveutcenth year of his age, went 
up to the altar, according to the law, to offer 
the lacrificcs, and this with the ornaments of 
his high prieRhood, and when he performed 
tlie facred offices, he feemed to he exceeding 
comely, and taller than men ufiially weie at 
; that age, and to exhibit in his counienance a 
' great deal of that high family he was Ipnuig 
; from, and a w’arm zeal and affection towauls 
him ajipcarcd among the people, and liic me¬ 
mory of the adfions of his graiulliithcr AriRc- 
hulus was freRi in their minds ; and their affec¬ 
tions got fo far the maRery of them, that they 
could not forbear to ilicw their inebriations to 

' him. 

that no one under years of age couu! (.'h'i.'c as 
hieh pried among the jews. 
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him. They at once rejoiced, and w^ere con- i 
founded, and mingled with good willies their 
joyful acclamations which they made to him, 
till the good-will of the multitude was made too 
evident, and they mere ralhly proclaimed the | 
happinefs’ they had received from his family i 
than was fit under a monarchy to have done, i 
ftpon all this, Herod rei'oivcd to complete what 
he had intended againfl the young man. When 
therefore the feftival was over, and lie was fcaft- 
ing at* Jericho with Alexandra, xvho entertained 
them there, he was then very pleafant with the 
young man, and drew liim into a lonely place, 
and at the fame time played with him in a 
Juvenile and ludicrous manner. Now the na¬ 
ture of that place was hotter than ordinary ; fo 
they went out in a body, and of a fudden, and 
in a vein of madnefs, and as they flood by the 
f Ih ponds, of which there were large ones about 
llie houfe, they went to cool themfelvcs [by 
bathing] Iiecauie it was in the midll of an hot 
day. At firfl they were only fpcdlators of He¬ 
rod’s fervants and acquaintance as they were 
f'viinrning; but after a while, tlie young man, 
at the inlligatitm of Herod, went into the water 
among them, while fuch of Herod’s ac(|ualnt- 
ance, as he had appointed to do it, dipjied him, 
as he was fwimming, and plunged him under 
water, in the dar’s; ch'the evening, as if it had 
been dor.c in fporl f nly, nor did they dcfift till 
he was entirely f.dTo, ated ; and thus was Aril- 
tobulus inurdvrtd, having lived no more in all 
than •!' cigh'.een years, and kept the high prtcll- 
lu'od one year only : which high pricllhood 
Ananchis now recovered again. 

4. When this fid accident was told the wo¬ 
men, their joy was foori changed to lamenta¬ 
tion, at the light of the dead body that lay be¬ 
fore them, and their forrow was immoderate. 
The city alfi of [jerufalem] upon the fpread- 
n.vg of this news, were in very great grief, every 
f unily looking on this calamity as it it had not 

* Ad Ilcbrrw <lironlt'1c, cited by Uc'urd, fsvs, this 
drowning was .a '/inlon, not at Jeri:!::), a:ul ibis even 
when he quotes J(dei)lur,. J fulpt'cl the tranfeiihev of the 
Hebrew ebronick’ nnllook the name, and vvicte Jcr:IiiK 
for Jcrkh-i. 
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belonged to another, but that one of tlrem- 
felves was flaiu : but Alexandra w^as more deep¬ 
ly alfcdcd, upon her knowledge that he had 
been deflroyed [on purpofc]. Herf^TOw was 
greater than that of othf rs, by hei?.Tucwv,mg 
how the murder vras committed ; but fhc w'as 
under a ncceffity of bearing i>p under it, out 
of her profpedl of a greater mifchief that might 
otherwife follow; and flic oftentimes came to 
an inclination to kill herfelf with her own hand, 
but (till flic- reflrained heiiclf, in hopes flic 
might live long iHiougb to revenge the uniull 
murder thus privately committed ; nay, the far¬ 
ther refolvcd to endeavour to live longer, and tr 
give no occalion to think fhe furpedbeti that he; 
j ion was llain on purpofc, and iujipolcd that 
! flic might thereby be in a capacity of revenging 
; it at a proper opportunity. Thus did Ihe rc- 
; ftraiii herfelf, that fhe might not be noted for 
I entertaining; any fuch fufpicion. However, 
! Herod endeavoured that none abroad fliould be- 
, lievc that the child’s death was caufed by any 



; only ufe the ordinary figns of iorrow, but fell 
' into tears alfo, and exhibited a real confufion of 
; foul: and perhaps his alfedlions were overcome 
j on this occalion, when he faw the child’s coun- 
j tcnance fo young, and fo beautiful, although 
! his death were fuppofed to tend to his own 
j fecurity; fo far at leaft this grief ferved as to 
i make ibme apology for him: And as for his 
j funeral, that he took care fhould be very mag- 
niliccut, by making great preparations of a le- 
pulchre to lay his body in, and providing a 
great quantity of fpiccs, and burying many 
ornaments together with him, till the very wo¬ 
men, who were in I'uch deep forrow, were af- 
toiiifhcd at it, and received in this way fome 
confolation. 

j 5. However, no fuch things could over- 
! come Alexandra’s grief, hut the remembrance 

I of 

I -j- The re.ifliii;; of one of Jofepims’s 'Greek MSS. feeing 
i lu re 10 be right, that AriftoLulus was not ctghiecu'years old 
; wlicii hf was ilro-^ned, for he was not fvventeen when he 
1 was made high pricit, chap. 1. § 6 . chap. 3. § 3. and he 
i| continued in that cilice but one year, as- in the place be* 
fore us. 
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of this miferable cafe made her forrow both deep 
and obftinate. Accordingly flie wrote an ac¬ 
count of this treacherous fcene to Cleopatra, and 
how her ifon was murdered; but Cleopatra, as 
the ha<*l^^^Aerly been defirous to give her what 
fatisfaitfon Ihe could, and commiferating Alex¬ 
andra’s misfortuaies, made the cafe her own, 
and would not let Antony be quiet, but excited 
him to punifh the child’s murder; for that it 
was an unworthy thing that Herod, who had 
been by him made king of a kingdom that no 
way belonged to him, ftiould ^ guilty of fuch 
horrid crimes againft thofe that were of the 
royal blood in reality. Antony was perfuaded 
by thefe arguments; and when he came to 
Laodicea, he fent and commanded Herod to 
come and make his defence, as to what he had 
done to Ariftobulus; for that fuch a treacher¬ 
ous defign was not well done, if he had any 
hand in it. Herod was now in fear, both of 
the accufation, and of Cleopatra’s ill-will to 
him, which was fuch, that fhe was ever en¬ 
deavouring to make Antony hate him. He 
therefore determined to obey his fummons, for 
he had no poffible way to avoid it: So he left 
his uncle, Jofeph, procurator for his govern-' 
ment, and for the public affairs; and gave him 
a private charge, that if Antony fhould kill 
him, he ihould alfo kill Mariamne immediate¬ 
ly ; for that he had a tender affc<£tion for this his 
wife, and was afraid of the injury that iliould 
be offered him, if, after his death, Ihe, for her 
beauty, fhould be engaged to fome other man; 
but his intimation was nothing but this at the 
bottom, that Antony had fallen in love with 
her, when he had formerly heard fbmewhat of 
her beauty. So when Herod had given Jofeph 
this charge, and had indeed no fure hopes of 
efcaping with his life, he went away to An¬ 
tony. 

6. But as Jofeph was adminiftring the pub¬ 
lic affairs of the kingdom, and for that reafon 
was very frequently with Mariamne, both be- 
eaufcj, his bufinefs required it, and becaufe of 
the refpeils he ought to pay to the queen, he 
frequently let liimfelf into difcourfes about He- 
Toi’e kindnefs and great affedion towards her; 


and when the women, efpecially Alexandria, 
ufed to turn his difcourfes into feminine rail¬ 
lery, Jofeph was fo over-defirous to demonftrate 
the king’s inclinations, that he proceeded fo 
far as to mention the charge he had received, 
and thence drew his clemonflration, that He¬ 
rod was not able to live without her; and that 
if he fhould come to any ill end, he could not 
endure a feparation from her, even after he 
was dead. Thus Ipake Jofeph. But the wo¬ 
men, as was natural, did not take this to be 
an inftance of Herod’s ftrong affedtion for 
them, but of his fevere ufage of them, that 
they could not cfcape deftrudbion, nor a tyran¬ 
nical death, even when he was dead himfclf: 
And this faying [of Jofeph] was a founda¬ 
tion for the womens fevere fufpicions about 
him afterwards. 

7. At this time a report went about the 
city Jerufalem, among Herod’s enemies, that 
Antony had tortured Herod, and put liim to 
death. This report, as is natural, difturbed 
thofe that were about the palace, hut chiefly 
the women : Upon which Alexandra endea¬ 
voured to perfuade Jofeph to go out of the pa¬ 
lace, and fly away with them to the enfigns of 
the Roman legion, which then lay encamped 
about the city, as a guard to the kingdom, 
under the command of Julius; for that by this 
means, if any diflurbance fhould happen about 
the palace, they fhould be in greater fccurity, 
as having the Romans favourable to them ; 
and that befides, they hoped to obtain the 
higheft authority, if Antony did hut once fee 
Mariamne, by whofe means they fhould reco¬ 
ver the kingdom, and want nothing which 
was reafonable for them to hope for, becaule 
of their royal extraction. 

8. But as they were in the midfl of thefe 
deliberations, letters were brought from Herod 
about all his affairs, and proved contrary to 
the report, and of what they before expeded ; 
for when he was come to Antony, he foon re¬ 
covered his intereft with him, by the prefents 
he made him, which I>e had brought with him 
from Jerufalem, and he foon induced' him, 

6 P upon 
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upon difcourfing vvitli him, to leave ofThis in-' 
dignation at him; fo that Cleopatra’s perfua- 
fions had kfs force than the arguments and pre- 
fents he brought to regain his friendfliip : for 
Antony faid, That “ it was not good to re¬ 
quire an- account of a king, as to the affairs of 
his government, for at this rate he could be 
no king at all, but that thofe who had given 
him that authority ought to permit him to 
make ufc of it.” He alfo faid the fame things 
to Cleopatra, that it would be beft for her not 
bufily to meddle with the adfs of the king’s go¬ 
vernment. Herod wrote an account of thefe 
things ; and “ enlarged upon the other ho-> 
nours which he had received fiom»Antony : 
how he fat by him at his hearing caufes, and 
took his diet with him every day, and that he 
enjoyed thofe favours from him, notwithftand- 
ing the reproaches that Cleopatra fo.feverely 
laid againfl him, who having a great defire of 
his country, and earneftly entreating Antony 
that the kingdom might be given to her, la¬ 
boured with her utmoft diligence to have him 
out of the way; but that he ftill found Antony 
juft to him, and had no longer any apprehen- 
fions of hard treatment from him ; and that he 
was foon upon his return, with a firmer ad¬ 
ditional affurance of his favour to him, in his 
reigning and managing public affairs ; and that 
tlicrc v./as no longer any' hope for Cleopatra’s 
covetous temper, lince Antony had given her 
Celcfyria inftcad of what Ike defired, by wdiich 
means be had at once pacified her, and got 
clear of the intreaties which fhc made him to 
have Judea bellowed upon her.” 

9. WnrN thefe letters were brought, the 
women left off their attempt for flying to the 
Romans, which they thought of while Herod 
was fuppefed to be dead ; yet -was not that 
purpofe of theirs a fecret, but when the king 
had condudled Antony on his way againfl the 
P.irthians, he I'eturned to Judea, when both 
his fifter Salome, and his mother, informed 
him of Alexandra's iiitentions. Salome alfo 
added fomewhat farther againfl jofeph, though 
it were no more than a calumny, that he had 
often had criminal.converfation with Mariamne. 
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The reafon of her faying fo was this, that fha 
for a long time bare her ill-will; for when they 
had differences with one another, Mariamne 
took great freedoms, and reproached the reft 
for the meannefs of their birth. BuuJi^Q^od, 
whofe afi'edtion to Mariamne was always very' 
warm, was prefcntly diflurbed at this, and 
could not bear the torments of jealoully, but 
was- Hill reflrained from doing any rafh thing 
to her by the love he had for her; yet did hi> 
vehement affeftion and jealoufy together make 
him afk Mariai]||ie by herfelf about this mattcr 
of Jofeph: But me denied it upon her oath, 
and faid all that an innocent woman could pof- 
fible fay in her own defence; fo that by little 
and little the king waa prevailed upon to drop 
the fufpicion, and left off his anger at her; 
and being overcome with his paflion for his 
wife, he made an apology to her for having 
feemed to believe what he had heard about her, 
and returned her a great many acknowledge - 
ments of her modefl behaviour, and profeffed 
the extraordinary affe<ftion and kindnefs he had 
for her, till at lall, as is ufual between lovers, 
they both fell into tears, and embraced one an¬ 
other with a moft tenderaffe< 3 :ion. But as the 
king gave more and more affurances of his be¬ 
lief of her fidelity, and endeavoured to dra-vy 
her to a like confidence in him, Mariame 
faid, “ Yet was npt that command thou gaveft, 
that if any harm come to thee from Antony', 
I, who had been -no occafion of it, fliould 
periftr with thee, a fign of thy love to me.” 
When thefe words were fallen from her, the 
king was fliocked at them, and prefently let 
her go our of his arms, and cried out, and tore 
his hair with his own hands, and faid, That 
“ now he had an evident deraonftration that 
Jofeph bad had criminal converfation with hi§ 
wife ; for that he would never have uttered what 
he had told him atone by hitpfelf, unlefs there 
had been fuch a great familiarity and firm confi-- 
denee between them.” And while he was in 
this paflion, he had like to have killed his wife ; 
but being ftiil overborne by his love to hkr, he 
reftrained tfi'k his paflion, though not without. 
, - , a 
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a lafting grief,' and difquietnefs of mind. How¬ 
ever, he gave order tO; flay Jofeph, without 
permitting iiira to come into his fight; and as 
Alexandra, he bound her, and kept her in 
cuftod^’’, as the caufe of all this mifchief. 

C H A P. IV, 

Hoiv Cleopatra^ 'when foe had gotten from An¬ 
tony feme Parts of Judea and Arabia^ came 
into 'Judea ; and how Herod gave her many 
Prefents, and conduced her on her Way back 
to Egypt. 

§ i.^^TOW at this time the affairs of Syria 
were in confufion, by Cleopatra’s 
conflant perfuafions to Antony to make an at¬ 
tempt on every body’s dominions; for £he per- 
I’uaded him to take thofe dominions away from 
their feveral princes, and beftow them upon 
her ; and flie had a mighty influence upon 
him, by reafon of his being enflaved to her by 
his afledions. She was alfo by nature very 
covetous, and ftuck at no wickednefs. She 
had already poifoiied her brother, becaufe flic 
knew that he was to be king of Egypt, and 
this when he was but fifteen years ol^ : And 
flic got her filler Arfinoe to be flain, by the 
means of Antony, when flic was a fupplicant 
at Diana’s temple at Ephefus ; for if there were 
but any hopes of getting money, Ihe would 
violate both temples and fepulchres. Nor was 
there any holy place, that was elleemed the 
moll inviolable,, from which flie would not 
fetch the ornaments it had in it; nor any place 
fo profane, but was to fuffer the moll flagitious 
treatment polfible from her, if it could but con¬ 
tribute foraewhat to the covetous humour of 
this wicked creature : Yet did not alHhis fuffice 
fo extravagant a woman, who- was a Have to 
her lulls, but Ihe Hill imagined that flie want¬ 
ed every thing £he could think of, and did her 
utmoll to gain it; for which reafon ihe hurried 
Antony on perpetually to - deprive others of 
their tlominions, and give them to her.And 
a? Ihe went over, Syria with him, flie contrived 
tp^gd it into her'poflTelfion; fo he flew Xyfa- 
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nias, the fon of Ptolemy, accufmg him of his 
bringing the Parthians upon thole countries. 
She alfo petitioned Antony to give her ftidca 
and Arabia ; and, in order thereto, defired him 
to take thefe countries away from their prefent 
governors. As for Antony, he was fo entireh' 
overcome by this woman, that one would not 
think her converfation only could do it, but 
that he was fome way or other bewitched to 
do whatfoever Ihe would have him ; yet did 
the grolTell parts of her injullice make him fo 
alhamed, that he would not always hearken to 
her, to do thofe flagrant enormities flic would 
have perfuacled him to. That therefore he might 
not totally deny her, nor, by doing every thing , 
that Ihe enjoined him, appear openly to be an 
ill man, he took fome parts of each of thofe 
countries away from their former governors, 
and gave them to her. 'Thus he gave her the 
cities that were within the river Eleutherus, as 
far as Egypt, excepting Tyre and Sidon, which 
he knew to have been free cities from their an- 
ceftors, althougli flie prelfed him very often to 
beftow thofe on her alfo. 

2. When Cleopatra had obtained tlius much, 
and had accompanied Antony in his expedition 
to Armenia, as far as Euphrates, flie returned 
back, and came to Apamia, and Damalcus, 
and palfed on to Judea, whei'c Herod met her ; 
qnd farmed of her her parts of Arabia, and 
thofe revenues tliat came to her from the re¬ 
gion about Jericho. This country bears that 
balfam, which is the moft precious drug that 
is there, and grows there alone, 'flic place 
bears alfo palm-trees, both many in number, 
and thofe excellent in their kind. When Ihe 
was there, and was very often with Herod, flic 
cndeavmured to have criminal convej latioa wiiii 
the king : Nor did Ihe affeifl iecrccy iis the in¬ 
dulgence ofluch fort o! pleafures; and perhaps 
Ihe had in fome ineafure a paflioa cl love to 
him, or rather, what is moft probable, Ihe laid 
a treacherous lhare for him, by aiming to ob¬ 
tain fuch adulterous converfation from him . 
However, upon the whole, ihe leemed .over¬ 
come with love to him. Now Herod had a. 
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great while borne no good-will to Cleopatra, as 
knowing that Ihe was a woman irkfome to alh; 
and at that time he thought her particularly 
worthy of-his hatred, if this attempt proceeded 
out of luft : he had alfo thought of preventing 
her intrigues, by putting her to death, if fuch 
Were her endeavours. However, he refuled to 
comply with herpropofals, and called a council 
of his friends to confult with them. Whether 
he fhould not kill her, now he had her in his 
power ? for that he fliould thereby deliver all 
thofe from a multitude of evils to whom (he was 
already l>ecome irkfome, - and was expelled to 
be ftill fo for the time to come ; and that this 
very thing would be much for the advantage 
of Antony himfelf, fince flie would certainly 
not be faithful to him, in cafe any fuch feafon 
r>r neceffity fhould come upon him as that he 
fhould Hand in need of her fidelity.” But when 
he thought to follow this advice, his friends 
would not let him 5 and told him, That, “ in 
the firft place, it was not right to attempt fo 
great a thing, and run himfelf thereby into the 
utmoft danger: and they laid hard at him, and 
begged of him to undertake nothing rafhly ; for 
that Antony would never bear it, no not though 
-any one fliould evidently lay before his eyes 
that it was for his own advantage j and that the 
appearance of depriving him of her converfa- 
tion, by this violent and treacherous method, 
would probably fet his aff'edions more on a 
flame than before. Nor did it appear that he 
could offer any thing of tolerable weight in 
his defence, this attempt being againft fuch a 
woman as was of the higheft dignity of any of 
her fex at that time in the world : and as to 
any advantage to be expefted from fuch an un¬ 
dertaking, if any fuch could he fuppofed in this 
cafe, it would appear to deferve condemnation, 
on account of the infolence he mull take up6n 
him in doing it. Which confiderations made 
it very plain, that in fo doing he would find 
lus government filled with miichiefs, both great 
and lading, both to himfelf and his poderity; I 
whereas it was ftill in liis power to rejed that 
wickednefs flie would perfuade him to, and to 
come off honourably at the fame time.” So by ] 
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thus affrighting Herod, and representing to him 
the hazard he muft, in all probability, run by 
this undertaking, they reflrained him from it. 
So he treated Cleopatra kindly, and made bet 
prefents, and conduded her on her way to E- 

gyp^* 

3. But Antony fubdued Armenia, and fent 
Artabazes, the fon of Tigranes, in bonds, with 
his children, and procurators, to^ Egypt, and 
made a prefent of them,, and of all the royal 
ornaments which he had taken out of that 
kingdom, to Qeopatra. And Artaxias, the 
eldefl: of his fons, who had efcaped at that time, 
took the kingdom of Armenia; who yet was 
ejeded by Archelaud, and Nero Csefar, when 
they reftored Tigranes his younger brother to 
that kingdom: But this happened a good while 
afterward. 

4. But then, as to the tributes which Herod 
was to pay Cleopatra for that country which 
Antony had given her, he aded fairly with her, 
as deeming it not fafe for him to afford any 
caufe for Cleopatra to hate him. As for the 
king of Arabia, whofe tribute Herod had under¬ 
taken to pay her, for feme time indeed lie paid 
him as much as came to two hundred talents, 
but he afterward became very niggardly, and 
flow in his payments, and could hardly be 
brought to pay fome parts of it, and was not 
willing to pay even them without fome deduc¬ 
tions. 


CHAP. V. 

How Herod made War with the King of Arabia^ 
and after they bad fought many Battles^ at 
length conquered hirn^ and was cbofen by the 
Arabs to be Governor of that Nation : As alfo 
concernhig a great Earthquake. 

§ >i.T TEreutok Herod held himfelf ready 
jL JL to go againft the king of Arabia, be- 
caufe of his ingratitude to him, and becaufe, 
after all, he would do nothing that was juft to 
him, although Herod made the Eoman war an 
•occafion -of delaying fris for the ba|pe at 
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A(5lium was now expc£ked, which fell into the 
liundired eighty and feventh olympiad, where 
Csefar And xAntony were to light for the I'npreme 
,^wer orthe world ; but Herod having enjoyed 
a country that was fruitful, and that now lor 
a long •time, and‘having received great taxes, 
and railed greaj armies therewith, got together 
a body of men, and carefully furniHied them 
with all ncceflaries, and defigned them as aux¬ 
iliaries for Antony; But Antony faid, he had 
no want of his affiftance ; but he commanded 
him to punilh the king of Arabia; for he had 
heard, both from him, and from Cleopatra, how 
perfidious he was ; for this was wliat Cleopatra 
delired, who thought it for her owm advantage 
that thefe two kings fh^ld do one another as 
great mifehief a>? polTiblj^ Upon this meflage 
from Antony, Herod a^turndd back, butjkcpt 
his army with him; in order to invirde Arabia 
immediately. So when his army 01" horlemen 
and footmen was ready, he marched to Diof- 
polis, whither the Arabians came alfo to meet 
them, for they were not unapprifed of this war 
that was coming upon them ; and after a great 
liattle had been fought, the Jews had the viQory: 
But afterward there were gotten together ano¬ 
ther numerous army of the Arabians, at Cana, 
which are places of Cclefyria. Herod w'as in¬ 
formed of this before-hand, fo he came march¬ 
ing againft them with the greateft part of the 
forces he had ; and when^he was come near to 
Cana, he rei'oivcd to encamp himfelf, and lie 
call up a bulwark, that he might take a proper 
feafoa for attacking the enemy ; but as he was 
giving thole orders, the multitude of the Jews 
cried out, that he fhould make no delay, but 
lead them againft the Arabians. • They went 
with great fpirit, as believing they were in very 
good order, and thofe efpecially were fo that 
had been in the former battle, and had been 
conquerors, and had not permitted their ene¬ 
mies fo much as to come to'a clofc light with 
them. And when they were fo tumultuous, 
and fhewed fuch great alacrity, the king rclbl- 
ved to make ufe of that zeal the multitude then 
exhibited ; and .when he had alTured them he 
would not be behind-hand wdth them in cour- 
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il age, h.c led them on, and fioocl heibre ihcin all 
in Iiis armour, all the ic.'l.nem.s him 

I in their Icvcra! ranks; V.hc;eupon a eonltcr- 
i nation fell upon the Aie-bi.M,;-; • !or. wiica ihev 
] perceived that the jews weiv not to lx; conquer¬ 
ed, and were lull of Ipirit,, flic gtraivr part nf 
I them ran away, and avoided hguong ; ;',nd thev 
i had been quite deftroyed, had not /ilhenio fal- 

; len upon the ]ews, and diilrehcd il’.eiu; for 

^ this man wan Cleopatra’s ju’uli.iI over the fol- 

! diet’s Ihe had there, and was at eninivy with 

y Hcrdd, and very wKiiui'y looked on to fee 
j what the event of the battle vrcniui he. He 
I had alfo refolvcd, that in calc the Aridiians did 
; any thing that was brave and lucedsfnl, he 
j would lie ftlll; but in calc liicy wsie beaten, 

I as it really hap])ened, he would attack the jews 
i w'ith thofe forces he had of Ms own, ;tnd with 
thofe that the country had gotten together for 
\ him; So he fell upon the Jews unexpceledly, 

I 'whei't. they were fatigued, and thought they 
I had already vanquiliicd the enemy, and made 
a great llaughtcr of them ; for as tire Je^s had 
fpent their courage upon their known enemies, 
and w’ere about to enjoy thcnifclves in quiet- 
nefs after their viclory, they were e.dily beaten 
I by tliefe that attacked them alVclli, aitd in par- 
! ticular received a great lofs in })laces where the 
i horfes cotild not he of fervicc, and which were 
; very-ilony, and where thofe that iniacked tlicin 
|j were better acquainted witli t!ie ]'iacc:s than 
! •rlhe^rt^iVcs. And when tlie Jews had lulFered 
I this lofs,i the Arabians railed their fpirits after 
their defeat, and returning back again, flew 
: thofe that were already put to flight ; and in- 
! deed all forts of llaughtcr were now frequent, 
and of thofe that clcaped a fenv only lelurned 
iQJi0‘^he camp. So king Herod, when lie de- 
tpaired of the battle, rode up to tiiem to bring 
them alTiftancc, yet did he not come time c- 
nough to do them any i'crvicc, though he la- 
: houred hard to do it, hut the jewilh camp was 
j taken, fo that the Arabians had nncxpcCledly 
i a moft glorious fuccefs, having gained thatvic- 
I tory which of themfelves they were no wniy 
likely to have gained, and flaying a great parr 

of 


^ n 



Book XV. 


5:0 ANTI Q^U I T 1 E S 

of the enemies army : Wlience afterward He- i 
rod could only adl like a private robber, and ; 
make excurbons upon many parts of Arabia, ! 
and diftrefs them by fuddeu incurfions, while ; 
he encamped among the mountains, and avoul- i 
ed by any means to come to a pitched battle ; 
vet did he greatly harafs the enemy by his af- 
iidulty, and the hard labour he took in this 
matter. He aUb took great care of his own i 
forces, and ufed all the means he could to re- j 

>v- . . ‘ 

ftore his afiairs to their old date. j 

2 . At this time it was that the fight hap- | 
peued at Adlium, between Odlavius Cmfar and 
Antony, in the feventh year of the reign of 
Herod ; and then it was alfo there was. an 
earthquake in jiuica, fuch an one as had not 
liappened at any other time, and which earth¬ 
quake brought a. great deftruction upon the 
cattle in that country. About ten thoufand 
men alfo periflred by the fall of houfes; but 
the army, which lodged in the liekl, received 
no damage by this fad accident. When the 
Arabians were, informed of this, and when 
thole that hated the Jews, and plcafed them- 
felvcs with aggravating the reports, told ihern 

it, they raifed their ipirits, as if their enemy’s 
country was quite overthrown, and the men 
were utterly deftroyed, and thought there now 
remained nothing that could oppofe them. 
Aceordlnglv they took the Jcwidi ambafTadors, 
who came to them, after all this had haj'-pened, 
to make peace with them, and flew them,, and 
came- with great alacrity againft thejr army; 
but the Jews durft not withftand them, and 
were fo calf down by the calamities they were 
under, that they took no care of their affairs, 
but gave up themfclves to defpair ; for- they 
had no hope that they fhoukl he upon a level 
with them again in battles, nor obtain any af- 
fiftance elfevvhere, while their affairs, at home 
Were in fuch great diffrefs alfo. When mat¬ 
ters were in this condition, the king perfuaded 
the commanders by his words, and tried to 

* Tlie reader is liew to tal^e notice, tl'.at this fewnth 
year of the reign of Herod, and all the other years of his 
rcigi), in Jofepfiup, are dated from the dtath of Antigo- 
nus; or at the fooneft, from the conqudt of Antigonus, 
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raife their fpirits, which were quite funk ; and 
lirlf he endeavoured to encourage and embol¬ 
den fome of the better fort before-hand, and 
then ventured to make a fpeech to riie multi¬ 
tude, which he had before avoided to do, leff 
he Ihould find them uneafy thereat, becaufe of 
the misfortunes which had happened ; fo he 
made a confolatory fpeech tp the multitude, in 
the manner following : 

3 . “ You are not unacquainted, my fellow- 
foldiers, that we have had not long fince many 
accidents that have put a flop to what we are 
about, and it is probable that even thofe that 
are moll diffinguUhed above, others for their 
courage can hardly keep up their fpirits in fuch 
I circumflances ; but fince we cannot avoid light- 
i ing, and nothing that hath happened is of fuch 
j a nature but it may by yourfelves be recoATred 
into a good ftate, and this by one brave adfioii 
only well performed, I have propofed to my- 
felf, both to give you fome encouragement, and, 
i at the fame time, fome information, both which 
I parts of my defign will tend to this point, that 
you may ftill continue in your own proper for¬ 
titude. I will then, in the firft place, demonf- 
trate to you, that this war is a juft one on our 
fide, and that on this account ,it is a war of nc- 
ceflity, and occaffoned by the injuffice of our 
adverfaries, for if you ,be once fatisfied of this, 
it will be a real epufe of alaerky to you ; after 
which 1 will farther demouftrate, that the mis¬ 
fortunes we are under are of no great confe- 
quence, and that we have the greateft: reafon 
to hope for vidlory. 1 ftiall begin with the 
lirlf, and ap.peal to. yourfelves as witnefies to 
what 1 ffiall 111 }''. You are not ignorant cer¬ 
tainly of the wickednefs of the Arabians, which 
is to that degree, as to appear incredible to all 
other men, and to include fornewhat that fticAvs 
j the gi&jffcft barbarity, and ignorance of God. 
Their chief things wherein they have affronted 
us have arifen from covetoufnefs and envy; and 

they 

and the taking of Jerufalem a few moaths before; and 
never from his firll obtaining the kingdom at Rome above 
three years before, as foiitje have very weakly aifo injud;- 
cioully done.. 
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VC attacked us in an infidious manner, 
the fudden. And what occafion is 

iV me to mention many inftances of fuch 
tneu procedure ? When they were in danger 
oflofing their own government of theinfelves, 
and of being flaves to Cleopatra, what others 
were they that freed them from that fear ? for it 
was the ftiendflup I had with Antony, and the 
kind difpofition lie was in towards us, that 
hath been the occalion that even thefe Arabians 
have not been utterly undone, Antony being 
unwilling to undertake any thing which might 
be fufpedted by us of unkindnefs : but when 
he had a mind to bellow fome parts of each of 
our dominions on Cleopatra, 1 alfo managed 
that matter fo, that by giving him prefents of 
my own I might obtain a fecurity to both na¬ 
tions, while I undertook myfcif to anlwcr for 
she money, and gave him two hundred talents, 
and became furety for thole two hundred more 
’.viiich were impofed upon the land that was 
iubjc<fl to this tribute : And this they have de¬ 
frauded us of, although it was not rcafonablc j 
that lews fliould pay tribute to any man living, 
or allow^ part of their land to be taxable ; but 
although that was to be, yet ought we not to 
pay tribute for thefe Arabians, whom we have 
ourfelves preferved ; nor is it ft that they, wlio 
have profelfed, and that with great integrity 
and fenfe of our kindnefs, that it is by our 
means that they keep their principality, Ihnuld 
injure us, and deprive us of wliat is our due, 
and this while have been fill not their ene¬ 
mies but their friends. And whereas obferva- 
tion of covenants takes place among the bittcr- 
eft enemies, but among triends is abfolutclv 
nccelfary, this is not oblcrved among ihcle 
men, who think gain to be the heft of all things, 
let it be by any means whatfoever, and that 
injuftlce is no harm, if they may but get money 
by it: Is it therefore a qqellion with you, 
Whether the unjuft are to be puniflied or not ? 
when God himfclf bath declared his mind that 
fo it ought to be, and hatli commanded that 

* llcrod f.vys hrre, that as amhajfadors were facrtcl, 
when they carried !ne(ra[tes to others, fo did the laws of 
the Jews derive a facred authority by being delivered from 
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we ever fliould hate injuries and injurucc, 
which is not onlyjull, ftu ncccfiirv in war. 
between leveral nations; Inr liicle Arabian.; 
have done what both the Cieek.s and Ikirha- 
rians own to be an inltancc of tiie grolfcft 
wickednefs, with regard to our ainbairador.s, 
which they have beheaded, wliile the Uteckr. 
declare that Inch ambalfadors are * fat red and 
inviolable. And for ourfelves, we have learn¬ 
ed from Cdod the moll excellent of cur doc- 
I trines, and the moft holy part of our law, by 
I angels, or amhaf adors ; lor this name bring * 

I (dod to ilic kiiowdedge of mankind, and is fuf- 
i feient to reconcile enemies one to another. 
What wickednefs then can be greater than the 
flaughterof ambaffadors, wdio came to treat ii- 
hout doing what is right ? And when fuch have 
I been their adlions, how is it poftible they can ci- 
!| thcr live fccurely in common life, or he f iccefsfui 
in war ? In my opinion this is impoiTiiile ; but 
perhaps fome will fay, that what fs holy, and 
what is righteous, is indeed on our fide, hut 
that the Arabians arc either more'couragcour;, 
or more numerous than we are. Now as to 
this, in the frft place, it Is not ft for us to liiy 
fo, for with whom is wdiat is riglucous, with 
them is God hirnlelf: Now where God is, llicrc 
is both multitude and courage. Ilut to examine 
our own circumftanccs a little, we were con¬ 
querors in the f rft battle ; and wlien wc fought 
again, they were not able to oppoie us, but 
ran away, a.id could not endure our attacks, 
or our courage ; but when we had conquered 
them, then came Atheuio, and maile war a- 
gainll us without declaring it ; And pray, is 
I this an inllancc of their manhood ? or is it ncr 
! a fecond infance of their wickedneis and 
, treachery ? Why arc we therefore ol ieis coui- 
I age, on accoimt of that which ought to ir.l'pirc 
j us with ftronger hopes ? And why aie we ter- 
rifed at thefe, who when they fght upon the 
level are continually beaten, and when they 
feem to be conquerors they gain It by wicked¬ 
nefs ? 

God by angiU for dUne amluiJJ.idori] svliioh is Sf P.iul’.s 
cvprctfion about the fama laws, G.tl iu. 1 ^. JIcb. 11 2 . 
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nefs ? And if wc fuppofe that any one fliould 
deem them to be men of real courage, will not 
he be excited by that very confideration to do 
his utmcTft againft them ? tor true valour is not 
fhewn by fighting againll weak perfons, but 
in being able to overcome the moft hardy. 
But then, if the dillrcfles we are ourfelves un¬ 
der, and the iniferies that have come by the 
earthquake have affrighted any one. Jet him 
confidcr, in the firfi place, that' this very thing 
will deceive the Arabians, by their fuppofal 
that what hath befallen us is greater than it 
really is. Moreover, it is not right that the I 
lame thing that emboldens them fhould dif- 
courage us; for thefe men, you fee, do not 
derive their alacrity from any advantageous 
virtue of their own, but from their hope, as 
to us, that we are quite call down by our mis¬ 
fortunes : but when we boldly march againll 
them, we fhall foon pull down their infolent 
conceit of theinfelvcs, and fhall gain thl.s by 
attacking them, that they will not be fo info- 
lent when we come to the battle; for our dif- 
trefles are not fo great, nor is what hath hap¬ 
pened an indication of the anger of God againft 
us, as fome imagine ; for fuch things are acci¬ 
dental, and adverlities that come in the ufual 
courfe of tilings : And if wc allow that this 
was done by the will of God, we muft allow 
that it is now over by his will alfo, and that lie 
is fatisfied with what hath already happened, 
for had he been willing to afflidl us iVill more 
thereby, he had not changed his mind fo loon. 
And as for the war we arc engaged in, lie liath 
himfeif dunonftvatcd, that he is willing it 
ihouhi go on, am! that he knows it to be a jtill 
w.ir for while fome of the people in the coun¬ 
try have perilhed, all you who were in arms 
have luficred nothing, bnt arc all preferved 
alive ; whereby God makes it plain to us, that 


if you had univerfally', with yotir children and 
wives, been in the army, it had come pais 
that you had not undergone any thfng that 
w'ould have much hurt you. Confider tl cG 
things ; and what is more than all the reft, that 
I you have God at all times for your protcdlor; 
j and profccute thefe men with a juft bravery, 

; who in point of friendfhip are unjuft, in theii 
; battles perfidious, towards ambaffadors impious, 

I and alway’-s inferior to you in valour.” 

I 4. When the Jews heard this fpeech, they 
j were much raifed in their minds, and more 
! difpofed to fight than before. So Herod, when, 
i he had ^ offered the facrifiecs appointed by the 
i law, made hafte, and took them, and led tltem 
I againft the Arabians ; and in order to that, 
i paffed over Jordan, and pitched his camp near 
j to tiiat of the enemy. He alfo thought fit to 
I feize upon a certain caftle that lay in the midft 
of them, as hoping it would be for his advan¬ 
tage, and would the fooner produce a battle, 
and that if there w^ere occafion for delay, he 
fliould by it have his camp fortified : And as 
the Arabians had the fame intentions upon that 
place, a conteft arofe about it; at firft they were 
hut fkirmifhes, after w'hich there came more 
foldicrs, and it proved a fort of light, and fame 
fell on both fides, till thofe of the Arabian fide 
were beaten and retreated. This was no fmalJ 
encouragement to the Jews immediately^; and 
when Herod obferved that the enemies army 
were difpefed to any thing rather than to come 
to an engagement, he ventured boldly to at- 
1 tempt the bulwark itfelf, and to pull it to 
I pieces, and fo to get nearer to their camp, in 
I order to fight them ; for when they w’ere for- 
; ced out of their trenches, they went otit in 
' diforder, and had not the lenft alacrity, or hope 
of vidory; jet did they fight hand to hand. 


• t ’i-li'rio.i, ilu' fiipplic.it'mp; God with 

I'itli Uie 


i hi, jiiicc cil . 

l.u'fifn - } 1' ii)d, Ik-ioic he wcnl tv (Ins fight 

Ar ihi;-.)' . ui ' n th'f. ol aho in the firil book of the 


kVa'.', [’op. MIX. t r. i.i wovli reiTiarkirij',, bccaufe it isthe 
oidvei.au'Iplc of ihhi nature, fo far ns 1 remember, that 
loiephtis ever rntiitions in .dl his large and particular ac¬ 
count' of thi;, llcrod ; and it was when he had been in 
mighty dUlrcfs, and dlfeour.iged by a grc.it defeat of his 


former army, and by a very great earthquake in Judea, 
fuch times of affliddion making men inofl religious: Nov 
w.is he difappointeci of his hopes here, but immediately 
.gained a molt fignal viffory over the Arabians, wjiile tlicy 
, who juft before had been fo great vi£lors, and fo much 
I elevated upon the earthquake in, Judea, as to venture to 
I flay the Jewilh arnbalTadors, w'cre now under a ftrangc 
j confternatioii, and hardly able to fight at all. 
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becaufe they were more in number than the 
jcvv', ami becaufe they were in fuch a difpo- 
iition oBj war, that they were under a ncccffity 
^ji«itomiiig’on boldly: fo they came to a terri¬ 
ble battle, while not a few fell on each fide. 
However, at length the Arabians fled ; and fo 
great a flaughter was made upon tiieir being 
routed, that they were not only killed by their 
enemies, but became the authors of their own 
deaths alfo, and were trodden down by the mul- i 
titude, and the great current of people in dif- 
order, and were deftroyed by their own ar¬ 
mour : So five thoufand men lay dead up the 
fpot, while the reft of the multitude foon ran 
within the bulwark [for fafety] ; but had no 
firm hope of fafety, by reafon of their want of 
neceflaries, and efpecially of water. The Jews 
purfued them, but could not get in with them ; 
but fat round about the bulwark, and watched 
any affiftance that would get in to them, and 
prevented any there, that had a mind to it, 
firom running away. 

5 . WiiiiN the Arabians were in thefe circum- 
ftances, they fent ambafladors to Herod, in the 
firft place to propofe terms of accommodation, I 
and after that, to offer him (fo prelfing was j 
their tbirft upon them)to undergo whatfoever he j 
pleafed, if ho would free them from their pre- 
fent diftrefs ; But he would admit of no am- 
liaffadors, of no price of redemption, nor of 
any other moderate terms whatever ; being 
very defirous to revenge thofe unjull adlions j 
vdiich they had been guilty of towards his na¬ 
tion. So they were neceifitated by other mo¬ 
tives, and particularly by their third, to come 
out, and deliver themfelves up to him, to he 
carried away captives; and, in five days time, 
the number of four thoufand were taken pri- 
foners ; while all the reft refolved to make a 
Tally upon their enemies, and to fight it out 
with them, chufing rather, if fo it muft be, to 
■die therein, thati to perifli gradually and inglo- 
rioufly. When they Had taken this refolution, 
they came out of their trenches, but could no 
way ftiftain the fight, being too much difiblcd 
both in mind and body, and having not re- 
to escert themfelves, and ■thought i ' 


5 ^1 't 

tage to be killed, and a mifery to furvive ; fo at 
the firft onfet there fell about feven thoufand 
of them : after which ftroke, they let all the 
courage they had put on before fall, and Rood 
amazed at Herod’s warlike fpirit under Ins owm 
calamities: So, for the future, they yielded, 
and made him ruler of their nation ; where¬ 
upon he was greatly elevated at fo fcafonahle 
a fuccefs, and returned home, taking great au¬ 
thority upon him, on account of Co bold and 
glorious an expedition as he had made. 


CHAP. vr. 

Ihiv Herod flenv Hyreavtu^ and then ha/fed- 
aivay to Cafar, and obtained the Ktngdont 
from him alfo. And-how a little wink after^ 
ward he entertained Cerfar in a mojl honour¬ 
able Manner. 

§ 1 ."¥/_¥■ EROD’s other affairs were now very 
X JL profperous ; and he was not to he 
eafily aflaulted on any fide. Yet diil there 
come upon him a danger tliat would hazard 
his entire dominions, after Antony had been 
beaten at the battle of AQium by Crefar [Oc- 
tavian] ; for at that time both Herod's enemies 
and friends defpaired of his affairs, for it was 
not probable that he would remain without 
pimiihment, who had ftitwn Co much friend- 
Ihip for Antony. So it hnj'pcned, that hi-j 
friends defpaired, and had no hopes of his ef- 
cape; but for his enemies, they all outwardly 
appeared to be troubled at his caie, !)ui were 
privately very glad of it, as hoping to obtain a 
change for the better. As for Herod Iiimfelf, 
he faw that there was no one of royal dignity 
left hut Hyrcarius, and therefore lie thought it 
would be for his advantage not to fuffer liinr to 
be an obftacle in his way any longer ; for that 
in cafe he himfelf furvived, and efcaped the 
danger he was in, he thought it the lafeft way. 
to put it out of the power of fuch a man to 
make any .attempt againft him, at fuch junc¬ 
tures of affairs, as was more worthy of the king¬ 
dom than himfelf: and in cafe he Chould he 


mean- 
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flain by C:i;rar, his envy prompted him to de- 
ftre to flay him that would otherwife be king 
after him, 

2. While Herod had thefe things in his 
mind, there was a certain occafmn afforded 
him ; for Hyrcanus was of fo mild a temper, 
both then and at other times, that he delired 
-not to meddle with public aftairs, nor to con¬ 
cern himl'clf with innovations, hut left all to j 
fortune, and contented himiell with what that 
afforded- him : but Alexandra [his daughter] 
was a lover of flrife,.and was exceeding de- 
firous of a change of the government, and fpake 
to her father not to bear for ever Herod’s inju¬ 
rious treatment of their family, but to antici- I 
pate their future hopes, as he fafely might; 
and delired him to writQ,about thofe matters to 
Malchus, who was then governor of irrrabia, 
to receive them, and to fecure them [from fie- 
rod]; for that if they went away, and Herod’s i 
affairs proved to he, as it was likely they would ' 
be, by rcafon of Cselar’s enmity to< him, they 
Ihould then be the only perfons that could take 
the government; and this^ both on account of 
the royal family they were of,.and on account 
of the good dilpolition of the multitude to them. | 
Y/hile flic ufed thefe perfuaflons, Hyreanus 
put ofl' her fuit; but as llie lliewed that Ihe 
was a woman, and a contentious woman too, 
and ivoukl not defifl cither night or clay, but 
would always he fjicaking to liim about thefe 
.matters, and about Herod’s treacherous defign.s, 
ihe at ialt prevailed with Ifun to iiitrull Do- 
lithcus, one of his friends, with a letter, where¬ 
in his telolutioii. was declared ; and he defired 
the Arabian governor to lend to him fome 
horfemen, wlio Ihould receive luiu, and con- 
dudl him to the lake Aljihaltitcs, which is from 
the bounds of Jerufalem three hundred fur¬ 
longs ; And he did therefore trufl Dofitheus 
with this letter, becaufe he was a careful attend¬ 
ant on him, and-on AleKiindra, and had n-o 
fmall occafions to hen ill-will to Kcrod ; lor 
he was a kinb.'an oi one Joleph, whom he had 
flain, and a brother of thofo that were former¬ 
ly flain at Tyre by Antony: yet could not thefe 
motives induce Dofitheus to ferve Hyreanus in 


this affair; for, preferring the hopes he had from 
theprefent king, to thofe he had from hip:, 'uc 
gave Herod the letter. So he tookhio/lcindnefs 
in good parr, and bid him befides doiwhat-hp 
had already done, that.isj go on in ferving him, 
by rolling up the epiftle, and fealing.it again, 
and delivering if to Malchusi"^ and then to bring 
back his letter in anfwer to. it; for.it would be 
much better if he could know Malchus’s inten-. 
tions alfo. And %vhen Dofitheus was very 
ready to ferve him in this point alfo, the Ara¬ 
bian governor^ returned back for anfwer, that 
he would receive Hyreanus, and all that Ihould 
come with him, and even all the Jews that 
were of his party : that he would moreover 
fend forces fufficient to fecure them in their 
journey, and that he fliould le in no want of 
any thing he Ihould defne. Now as foon as 
Herod had received this letter, he immediately 
fent for Hyreanus, and queftioned him about 
the league he had made with Malchus ; and 
when he denied it, he fliewed his letter to the 
fanhedrim, and put ihe.man to death immedi¬ 
ately. , ' 

. 3. And this account we give the reader, as 
it is contained in the commentaries of king He-; 
rod: but other hiftorians do not agree wdth 
them, for they fuppofc that Herod did not- 
fmd, but rather made this an occafion for thus 
putting him to death, and that by treacheronfly 
laying a fiiarc for him ; for thus do they write : 
That Herod and he were once at a treat, and 
that Herod had given no occafion to fiifped: 
[that he was clifpleafed at him] but put this 
queftioa to Hyreanus,. Whether he had receiv¬ 
ed anv letters from Malchus? and when he 
anfwered, that he had received letters, but 
thofe of falutation only; and when he alkcd 
farther, whether he had not received any pre- 
feiits from him ? and when he. had replied, 
that he had received no more than four horfes 
to ride on, wliich Malchus had fent him j and 
they pretend,' that Herod charged, thefe upon 
him as the crimes of bribery and treafon, and 
gave order that he fliould be Ied,:away aiM flain. 
And in order to demonftrate that he had been 

gihiity 
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CfiAP. VI. 

of no offence, when he was thus brought 
^ fhey alledgcd, how mild his temper 
and that even in his youth he had 
n any demouftration of boldnefs or 
ralhuv and .that the'cafe was tlie fame when 
he came to be king, but that he even then com¬ 
mitted the management of the greatell part of 
public affairs to Antipater ; and that he was 
now above fourfcore years old, and knew that 
Herod’s government was in a fecure ftatc. He 
alfo came over Eiiphrates, and left thofc who 
greatly honoured him beyond that river, tliough 
he were to be entirely under Herod’s govern¬ 
ment, and that it was a moft incredible thing 
that he Ihould enterprize any thing by way of 
innovation, and not at all agreeable to his teiri-’ 
per, but that this was a plot of Herod’s own 
contrivance. 

4 . And this was the fate of Hyreanus ; and 
thus did he end his life, after he had endured | 
various and manifold turns of fortune in his I 
life-time ; For he was made high prieft of the ; 
lewilh nation in the beginning of his mother 
Alexandra’s reign, who held the government' 
nine years; and when, after his mother’s death, 
he took the kingdom himfelf, and iicld it three 
months, he loft it, by the means of his brother 
Ariftobulus, He was then reftored by Pompey, 
and received all forts of honour from him, and 
enjoyed them forty years ; but when he was , 
again deprived by Antigonus, and was maim- ; 
ed in his body, ho was made a captive by the : 
Parthians, and thence returned home again af¬ 
ter fome time, on account of the hopes that 
Herod had given him ; none of which came to 
pafs according to his cxpedlation, but he ftill 
confli£ted with many misfortunes through the 
the whole courfe of his life ; and, what was 
the heavieftmalamity of all, as we have related 
already, he came to an end which was unde- 
ferved by him» HSs charader appeared to be 
that of a mao- of a wld and moderate dilpofi- 
don, and fuffered the adminiftration of affai.s 
to be generally doiie by others under him. 
He averfa to mucb moddltng with the pub- 
fic, nor had Ihrewdrtds, enough- to govern a 
kingdom: And both Andpater and HeroE 


came to their greatnefs by rcafon of hlr. rnilJ- 
nels, and at Lift lie met with I'uch an cm! frc.'m 
them as was not agreeable cither toju'liceov 
piety. 

5 . Now Herod, as foon as lie had'putv Hyrc.!- 
uus out of the way, made hade tO'C;eiar a»ii 
bocauie he could not have any hopes ot kindncli' 
from him, on account of the friciuiihip he had 

1 for Antony, he had a fufpicion of Alexandra, 

I left Ihe fliould take this opportunity to brinj' 

; the multitude to a revolt, and introduce a fedi- 
tion into the alfairs of the kingdom ; fo he. 
committed the c.are of every thing to his bro¬ 
ther Pheroras, ami placed lii;; mol her Cypros, 
and his lifter [Salonrc] and the whole family, 
at Malliida ; ami gave him a charge, that if he 
fliould hear any fad news about him, he ihould 
take care of the government: But as to Mari- 
amne his wife, becaufe of the mifunderftand- 
ing between her and his filler, and ids lifter’s 
mother, which made it impolliblc fiir (hern to 
live together, he placed her at Alex.indrium 
with Ale.xandra lier mother, .and left his trea- 
furer jofeph, and Sohemus ('f Iturea, to fake 
care of that fortrefs. 'I’hefe two had heeii verv 
ftiithful to him from the beginning, and were 
now left as a guard to the women. Tlicy alfo 
had it in charge, that if tlicy Ihould hear any 
mifclncf had befallen him, they fliould kill them 
both, and, as far as they were able, to pre- 
ferve the kingdom for his fons, and ior his bro¬ 
ther ldicror:!f'. 

6 . Vvn];N he had given thenrtin-eharge, 
he made hade to Rhodes, to meet Cl vl.ir ; ami 
when he had f.iilcd to that city, he took oft'his 
diadem, but remitted nothing elfc of his uluai 
dignity: And when, upon his meeting him, 
he delired tliat he would let him fj»c;d: to liim, 
he therein exhibited a much more nolle fjxxi- 
men of a great foul; lor he did not betake liiin- 
fcif to. Applications, as men ufuaily do upon 

j fuch occalions, nor offered him any pclilion, 
as if he were an oft'eiider, but after an undaunt¬ 
ed manner gave an account of wh.at he had 
done ; for Le fpake thus to Cailar, d'iiat “ he 
had the greateft friendlhip for Autc.nV, and 

dill 
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tlid every thing he could that he might attain 
the government: That he was not indeed in 
the army with him, becaufe the At'^hians had 
diverted him, but that he had fent him both 
money and corn, which waS but too little in 
comparifyn of what he ought to have done for 
him ; for if a man owns himfclffo be another’s 
friend,, Mid knows him to be a benefactor, he 
is ofcliged to hazard every thing, to ufe every 
faculty of his foul, every member of his body, 
and all the wealth he hath, for him ; in which 
1 confels I have been too deficient. However, 
1 am confeious to myfelf, that fo far have 1 
done right, that I have not deferted him upon 
his defeat at ACliu.m : nor, upon- the evident 
change of his fortune, have I transferred my 
hopes from him to another ; but have preferved 
myfelf, though not as a valuable fellow-foldler, 
v et certainl)' as a faithful counfeljor to Antony, 
when I demonftrated to him, that the only, 
way that he had to fave himfelf, and not to 
lofc all his authority, was to flay Cleopatra; 
for, when flie was once dead, there would be 
room for him to retain his authority, and ra¬ 
ther to bring thee to make a compoiition with 
him, than to continue at enmity any longer. 
None of which advices would lie attend to, 
but preferred his own rafli refolutions before 
them, which have happened unprofitably for 
him, but profitably for thee. Now there¬ 
fore, in cafe thou determlne:lt about me, and 
my alacrity in fervlug Antony, according to 
thy anger at him, I ov^n there is no room 
for me to deny vvhat I have done; nor v.dll 
I be aih.a.'ued to oven, and that publicly too, 
th.it 1 had a great kimlncfs for liim : but if 
thou wilt put Idiu out of the cafe, and only 
rx,iminc Itow 1 behave myfelf to my beoc- 
ibdors in general, and what a fort of friend 
i am, thou wih iind by experience that we 
!];,a)! do and he the fame to thyfelf; for it is 
h\'A changing the !iames, and the firmnefs of 
iricndlhip that wc lhali bear to thee, will not 
he dtf;ipi>rovt d by ihce.” 

7. Uy ibis fptech, and by his behaviour, 
which fhewed Ctefar the franknefs of his mind, 
he greatly gained upon him, who was himfelf 
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I of a generous and magnificent temper, info- 
I much, that thofc very adlions, which were 
■ foundation of the accufatioo ^ainft him, pro¬ 
cured him Csefar’s good-will. Accord! igly 
reftored him his tfiatiem again ; and encour¬ 
aged him to exhibit himjfelf as great tji friend 
i to himfelf as he had been to Antony, and then 
j had him in great efteem. Moreover, he add¬ 
ed this, that Quintus Didtus had written to him, 
that Herod had very readily affided him in the 
affair of the gladiators. So- when he had ob¬ 
tained fuch a kind reception, and had, beyond 
all lus hopes^ procured his, crown to be more en¬ 
tirely and firmly fettled upoir him than ever, by 
Csifar’s donation, as w’ell as by that decree of 
"the Romans, which Cajfar took care to procure 
for his greater fecurity, he conducted Cjcfar on 
his w^ay to Egypt, and made prefents, even be¬ 
yond his abilit)’-, to both him and his friends, 
and, in general, behaved himfelf with great 
magnanimity. He alfo defired, that Ctciar 
would not put to death one Alexander, who 
had been a companion oyf Antony ; but Csefar 
had fworn to put him to death, and fo he could 
not obtain that his petition. And now he re* 
turned to Judea again with greater honour and 
affunmee than ever, and affrighted tliofe that 
had expeftations to the contrary, as ftill acquir¬ 
ing from his very dangers greater fplendor than 
before, by tlie favour of God to liim. So he 
prepared for the reception of Ca-far, as he was 
going out of Syria to invade Egypt; and when 
he came, he entertained him at Ptolemais with 
all royal magnificence. Healfobeftowed prefents 
on the army, and brought them provifions in 
abundance. He alfo proved to be one of Cse- 
far’s mofl: cordial friends, and put the army in 
array, and rode along with Csefar, and had an 
hundred and fifty men, well appointed in all 
refpetffs, after a rich and fum^uous manner, 
for the better reception of Mm and his friends. 
He alfo provided them vrith what they fliould 
want, as they palled over the dry defart, info*, 
much, that they lacked neither wine nor water, 
which laft the foldiers flood in the gt^atett 
need of; and*befid^, he prefeated Csefar with 

ei]^t 
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c!';ht hundred talents, and procured to him- ' 
icii' eood-will of them all, becaufe he was ! 

to them in a much greater and more j 
''pkndi! degree than the.kingdom he had ob¬ 
tained could afford, by which means he more 
and more demonfttated to Caefar the firmneis 
of his friendfliip, and his readinefs to afTxft hun ; 
and whit was of the greateft advantage to him 
was this, that his liberality came at a feafona- , 
l)!e time alfo : And when they returned again | 
out of Egypt, his alTiftances were no way in- | 
i’erior to the good offices he had formerly done 1 
them. ■ 1 


C H A P. Vfl. 

Herod flew Sohemus, and Marianinc, and i 
afterward Alexandra and Coftoharu i, and bis ! 
mrJl inti mate Friends^ and at lajl the Sons of j 

Baba alfo. I 

! 

H owever, when he came into his king- ’ 
dom again, he found his houfe all in j! 
diforder, and his wife Mariamne, and her mo- | 
ilier Alexandra, very uneafy ; for ns they fu]’i- 
pofed, what was eafy to be fuppofed, that tlicy * 
were not })ut into that fortrels [Alcxandrium] 
for the fccurity of their perfons, hut as into a i 
garrifon for their imprifonment, and that they | 
hid no power over any thing, either of others | 
or of their own affairs, they were very uneafy ; | 
and Mariamne fuppofing that the king’s love 
to her was but hypocritical, and rather pretend¬ 
ed, as adv’antageous to himfelf, than real, flie 
looked on it as fallacious. She alfo was griev¬ 
ed that he would not allow her any hopes of 
furviving him, if he fhould come to any harm 
himfelf. She alfo recollefted what commands 
he had formerly given to Jofeph, infoinuch, 
that the endeavoure'd to pleafe he** keepers, and 
efpecially Sohemus, as well apprifed how all 
was in his power. And at the firll Sohemus 
was faithful to Herexi, an-d negletded none of 
the thSigs he hadgiven him in charge; but when 
the women, by kind words, and liberal prefents, 
had gained his aflcftlons over to%iem, he was 
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by dr-grees oveivouuy and at difcovcrcd 

to them all the Imig’- iu)unCiion , u;d tin'", cm 
that account piinv'paliy, tint he did not I'o 
much as liope he would come hj?k with the 
lame autho' lly !u iuid hefoic; fo tl'.at he thought 
lie diould both cfcapc any danger I'loin him, 
and luppofcd tint he did hcrclry much gratify 
tlie women, who w'cie li'.ely not to he over¬ 
looked in the fettling of the govcnimcnt; nay, 
that they would ho uhic to make him abun¬ 
dant rccompencc, iioce they uutd citlicr reign 
themfelves, or be v^ry near to Idm tli.a fhould 
reign. He had farther ground of tiope alfo, 
that though Herod Ihould lia\c all tim fucceCs 
he could with for, and fliould return again, he 
could not contradift his wife in what fhe dc- 
fired ; for he knew that the king’s fondnefa for 
his wife was inexprcffiblc. Thefe were the 
motives that drew Sohemus to dii'cover what 
injundioas had been given him. So iVlari- 
amne was greatly difplcafcd to hear, that there 
was no end of the dangers llic was under from 
Herod, and was greatly uncaly at it, anti wilh- 
cd that he might obtain no favonns [from C.?:- 
far] and cftccmcd it ahnofl an inliipport.thlc 
taflv to live avith him atry longer : attcl ihi.s 
Ihc afterward openly declared, without con¬ 
cealing her rd'entment. 

2 And now Ilertxj Eilcd h.ome with joy, 
at the unexjicdled good fuceefs he bad had; 
and went Indl o{ all, as was projiei, to this his 
wife, and told her, and her only, the good 
nevv’s, a.s jnefening her btfmc the rcH, on oc- 
coimt of Ins Erndnels lor he.', and the intimacy 
there had been between them, and lalutcd ’ner ; 
but fo it happened, that as he told her t f ll c 
good fuceefs lie Irad liad, Oic was fo far frenn 
rejoicing at it, that fhc rather was fony for it: 
nor was fhe able to conceal her reientmcnlF, 
hut, depending on her dignity, and the nob'iity 
of her birth, in return tor bis falutations, the 
gave a groan, and declared evidently that flie 
rather grieved than rc]' iced at his fucceis, and 
this till Herod was dillurbed at her, as nlTun’- 
ing him not only marks of her fufj icion, Ixi t 
evidoijt figns of her diffatisfadion. This imu h 
6 S troubled 
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troubled him, to fee dial this furpvifing hatred 
of his wife to him was not concealed, but open ; 
and he took this fo ill, and yci veas fo unable 
to bear it,' on account of the fondneis' he had 
for her, that he could not contiane long in any 
one mind, but fometiincs teas angry at her, 
and fbmetimes reconciled himfelf to her, but 
by always changing one paffion for another, 
he was ftill in great uncertainty ; av.dthus was 
he entangled between hatred and love, and was 
frequently difpofed to inflidl puahhment on 
her for her infolei'cc towards him ; but being 
deeply in love with her in liis foul, he was not 
able to get quit of this w'oman. In fliort, as 
he W'ould gkdly have her piuiifl\eJ, fo was he 
afraid, left, ere he were aware, he fiiould, by 
putting her to death, bring an heavier punifh- 
ment upon himfelf at the fame time. 

3. WHiiN" Herod’s fifter and mother per¬ 
ceived that he was in this temper with regard 
to Mariamne, they thought they had how got 
an excellent opportunity to exereife their hatred 

■ againft her ; and provoked Hci'od to wrath, by 

■ telling him fuch long ftorics and calumnies a- 
bout her, as might at once excite his hatred 
iuid his jealoufy. Now tho’ugh he willingly 
enough heard their words, yet had not he 
courage enough to do any thing to her as if 
he believed them, but ftiil he became worfe 
and worfe dilpofed to her, and thelc ill palllons 
were more anef more inflamed on both lides, 
while 11k- did not hide her difpofition toward? 
him, and he turned his iov-e to her into wrath 
againft licr. Ihit when he was juit going to 
put ttiis matter paft all remedy, he heard the 
news, tiiat C/efar was the viiftor in the war, 
and that Antony and Cilcopafra were both dead, 
and that he Inti conquered Egypt •, whereupon 
he made hallc to go to meet Caefar, and left 
the affairs of his family in their prefent ftatc. 

' However, Mariamne recommended Sohemus 
to him, as he was fetting out on hi? journey, 
and profefled that flie owed him thanks for the 
care he had taken of iier, and alked -of the 
king for him a place in the government •; upon 
which an lionourahle employment was beftow- 
ed upon him accordingly. Now when 
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was come into Egypt he was introdim 
(ia far with great freedom, as already 
of his, and received - very great fa 
him ; for lie made him a prefent ol '*■ . 

hundred Galatians ydio had been C ja’s 
guards, and reftored that country to him again, 
which, by her means, had been taken away 
from him. He alfo added to his kingdom, 
Gadara, Hippos, and Samaria ; and, befidco 
thofe, the maritime cities, Gaza, and Anthc- 
don, and -Joppa, and Strato’s Tower. 

4. Upon thefe new acquifitions, lie grew 
more magnificent, and conduded Crtfair as lar 
aii^ntioch: But upon his return, as much as 
htill^rofpericy was augmented by the foreign 
additions that had been made him, fo mucli 
the greater were the diftrefles that came upon 
him in his own family, and chiefly in the aff 
fair of his wife, wherein he formerly appeared 
to have been moft of all fortunate ; for the al- 
fedion he had for Mariamne was no way in¬ 
ferior to the affedions of fuch as arc on lliaJ; 
account celebrated in hiftory, and this very 
juftly. As for her, fhe was in other refpeds 
a chafte woman, and faithful to him ; yet had 
fhe I'oiiiewhat of a woman rough by nature, 
and treated her hufband imperioufly enough, 
becaufe flic faw he was fo fond of her as to be 
enflaved to her. She did not alfo confidcr fca- 
fonabiy .with herfelf, that Ibe lived under a 
monarchy, and that flic was at another’s dif- 
pofal, and accordingly, would behave, herfeff 
after a fancy manner to him; which yet he 
ufilally put off in a jefting way, and bore with 
moderation and good temper. She would alfo 
cxqxife Ills mother and fifter openly, on ac¬ 
count of the meannefs of their birth, rtnd would 
fpeak unkindly of-them, irifomuch, that there 
was before this a difagreemexu and unpardon¬ 
able hatred among the women, and it was now 
come to greater reproaches of one another than 
formerly, which fufpiclons increafed, and laft- 
ed a wliolc year after :Herod returned from 
-Csefar. However, thefe misfortunes, which 
had been kept under fome decency for a great 
while, burnout.all at once upon fuch an occa- 
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vas now offered ; for as the king was 
' out noon lain down on his bed to 
" called for Mariamne, out of the 

gft aon he had always for her. She 

came-, accordingly, but would not lie down 
by liim‘: and when he was Axery defirous.of her 
company, llie ihewed her contempt .of him; 
and added by way of reproach, that he had 
caufcd * her father and her brother to be {lain. 
And when he took this injury very unkindly, 
and was ready to ufe violence to her, in a pre¬ 
cipitate manner, the king’s filler Salome obferv- 
ingtltat he was more than ordinarily difturbed, 
lent in to the king his cup-bearer, who had 
been prepared long before-hand for fuch a de-j 
lign, and hid him tell the king, how Mariamne 
had perfuaded him to give his affiftance in pre- 
pa "ing a love-potion for him. And if he ap¬ 
pear to he greatly concerned, and to afk what 
tliat love-potion was ? to tell him, tliat ffic had 
the potion, and that he was deiired only to 
give it him : but tliat in-cafe he did not appear 
lO be much concerned at this potion, to let the 
thing drop ; and that if he did fo, no harm 
fhould thereby come to him. When ihe had 
<rivcn liim thefe inftrudlions, flic feat him in 
at this time to make fuch a fpcech. So he 
went in, after a compofed manner, to gain cre¬ 
dit to what he fhould fay, and yet fomewhat 
haflily, and faid. That “ Marianinc had given 
hi.m prei'onts, and perfuaded||j|m to give him 
a love-potion.” And.when thismoved the 
king, he laid, That “ this love-potion was a 
compolition that (he had given him, whofe .ef¬ 
fects he did not know, which' was the reafdn 
of his refolving to give him this information, 
as the fafeft. courfe he could take, both for him- 
.h;lf and for the king.” When Herod heard 
what he. faid, and was in an ilUdifpolition be¬ 
fore, his. indignation grew more violent ;• and 
he ordered that eunuch .of Mariamne, who 
was mo.ft faithful to her, to be brought to tor¬ 
ture about thia'potion, as well knowing it Was 

* 'Whcrcar, Maiiafine is ber&repreftnted as reproaching 
Herod with the miiirdcr.of her futiicr [Alexander] as. well 
as her brothr [Aiillobulus] while it was her grandfather 
Hyrcatius, and not her father Alexander, wliojn he capfif, 
cd to be jlain (as jofephus. hinifelf mfonns us, chip, vi. " 
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not pofliblc that any thing fmall or great could 
he ticine without him. And when the nuui 
■vt’as under the utinofl agonies, lie could lay 
i nothing concerning the thing he was tortured 
' about, iiut fo far he knew, that Maiiiamne'i; 

: hatred againil liim was occafioned i>y l.dincv^hat 
that Sohemus had laid to her. Now as he was 
faying this, Hciod cried out aloud, and {'aid, 

; That “Sohemus, rvho had been at all other 
times moil laithful to him, and to his gotfern- 
ment, W’ould not have betrayed what injunc*- 
' tions he had given him, iinlcfs he had had a 
I nearer couverlatlon than ordinary with Ma- 
riamne.” So he gave order that Sohemus 
flioukl be fei/cd on, and llain immediately: 
But he allow'cd his wife to take her trial: and 
got together lliofc that were tnoft faithful to 
him, and laid an elaborate accul'ation againli 
her for this love-potion a.nd compoftion, which 
had been charged upon her by way of calum¬ 
ny only. How'cvcr, he kept no temper in 
what he faid, and was in too great a paiJioa 
forjudging well about this n:atfer. According¬ 
ly, w’hen the court was at length iatished that 
he was fo refolved, they paffed the lentence of 
death upon her; l)ut when the lentence was 
paifed upon lier, this temper rvas iuggoflc'd by 
himfelf, and by j'ome cAhers of the eonrr,- that 
{he fhould not he tints haliily t^tit to death, 
hut be laid in prifon in env'- of the fortrelfcs be¬ 
longing to the kingdfnn : hut Salome and her 
party laboured hard to have the woman put to 
death ; and they prevailed with the king to do 
fo, and adviled the- out of caution, Icfl the 
multitude fhould be tamuituou.s, if Arc were fuf- 
fered to live : and thus was Marianinc led to 
eaweeution. 

5. WhjEN AIc?car.dra ohfcrvc-d how things 
wenb,' and that there were final] hcjrcs-that flic 
herfelf fhould efcape the like treatment from He ¬ 
rod,-Ihc changed her behaviour to <]uite the rc- 
verfe of what might have been expeded from her 

{'ormcr 

{ 2.) ,wc mr.ft cither take Zon.ara’s rcr.dinir, wlacli here is 
grandfather rightly, or eife we mull, .as before, chap. t. 
5 I- allow a Cip of jofephus’s pen or mcraory hi the pla 
before us. 
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former boldnei's, and this after a very indecent 
manner ; for out of her defire to fhew how en¬ 
tirely ignorant the was of the crimes laid againft 
Mariainne, the leaped out of her place, and re¬ 
proached her daughter, in the’hearing of all 
the people ; and cried out, I’lnu, llic had been 
an ill woman, and ungrateful to her hulhand, 
and that hur puuitlmient carnejuRly upon lu:r, 
for fuch her infolent behaviour; for that tlm 
luidniot made proper returns to him who had 
been tlielr common benefadlor.” And when 
the had for fome time aded after this hypoo i- 
tical manner, and been fo outraglotis as to tear 
Jicr hair, this indecent and dilfembling beha¬ 
viour, as was lo-bc cxpctled, was greatly con¬ 
demned by the reft of the fpeclators, as it was 
principally by the poor woman who was to fuf- 
Icr; lor at-the Indl; llie gave her not a word, 
nor was dilcompoled at her peevithuefs, and 
only looked at h.cr ; yet did (lie out of a great- 
nels ol foul dilcover her concern for her mo¬ 
ther’s oflence, and c/j)ccial!v for her expoJing 
Jiorfclf in a manner lo unbecoming her; but as 
lor hcrfcll, ihc went to her death with an ua- 
ihaken hnanefs of mind, and without changing 
the colour Oi her face, and thereby evidently 
fiii'covercd the nohilitv of her dciccnt to tlic 
ipechaior,:, even in the l.ill moments of her life. 

O. Am) thus died hlariamne, a woman of 
ata excellent cliarahlei', ix'iih lor challity, and 
oreatnefs of lonl ; hut iiic wanted iiiodcration, 
and had Ks) mui.h (/i contention in her nature; 
ViCt had die ad that c.ui he laid in tlic beauty of 
her body, an^J her iiK'ieriic appearance in con- 
1'! latlon ; and thence ai'oie the grealdi part of 
tiic o.'calions wliv ihe did not p.rovc To agree- 
ehlc to tin; king, ;\or I:'.'-: fo plcafcintiy witli 
idm as the might (itlierv, ilo have done; for 
wiiilf Ihc tvas iuoil indulgently uTcd l>y the 
]..ng, ont ol his lon litci;; tor her, and did mg 
ov[H;rt that lie could do anv hard thing to hci, 
•uc took K'O nnhouielcd a liberty. iMcreover, 
t’lat whi'di mod ;!dd;ied bin' was, what he hail 
(] me ic/ hi i rdati('i)s, .nul (he veuluixd to (peak 
fh aji tliey had h'.dircd by bim, and at lafl 
'OOitiy provok:;] iioth the king’.s mother and 
ndc", nil limy becamecnenh.js to her; and even ; 
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he himfelf alfo did the fame, on w^hom alone 
flic depended for her expeflations of efca^’k-j^ 
tlie laft of jmnilhments. 

7. But when (lie was once dead, the king’s 
afedlioas for her were kindled in a mere out- 
ragious manner than before, whofe old paf- 
iior; for her w'e h:ive already deferibed ; for 
his love to her was not of a calm nature, nor 
fuch as vre ufually meet with among other 
huibauds; for at its commencement it was of 
an eulhuiiallic kind, nor was it by their long 
cohabitation and free conveifation togcllicr 
brought under his power to manage; but at 
this time his love to Maviamne feemed to feizc 
him in fuch a peculiar manner, as looked like 
divine vengeance upon him, for the taking 
aw^ay her life; for he would frequently cal! foi 
her, and frequently lament for licr, in a moil 
indecent manner. Moreover, he bethought iiini 
ol every tiling he could make ufe of to diver; 
his mind from thinkingOf her, and contrived 
teafts and aflemblies for that purpofe, but m- 
thing would fuflicc ; he therefore laid afidc tlu 
adminillration of public affairs, and was fo fc.v 
conquered by his paffion, that he would ordei 
his fervantr, lo call fgr Mariamne, as if fhc were 
ftil! alive, and could Hill hear them. And when 
lie was in this way; there arbfc a pcililcntial 
difeafe, and canieil oH* the greateft part of the 
miihltude, and of his heft and moft eftccincd 
friends, and n^c all men fufpedt that this 
difteinper waslmiught upon them by the anger 
of God, tor the injuftice that had been’done to 
Ahirinmne. This circuinftance afTcfled tlic 
king Hill more, till at length he forced himfcli 
to go into dclart places, and there, under pre¬ 
tence of going a hunting, bitterly affeefed hin^- 
fclf; yet had he not borne his grief there many 
days before he fell into a moft dangerous difi- 
temper himfelf: He had an inflammation upon 
him, and a pain in the hinder part of his head, 
Joined with madnefs; and for the remedies tlirt 
were ufed, they did him no good at all, bit 
proved contrary to his cafe, and fo at length 
brought him to defftair. All the phyfkians 
alfo thvat were about him, partly becaufe the 

medicines 
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medicines they brought for his recovery could 
Tt all conquer the dilcafe, and partly be- 
ji^ufe Ins diet could be no other than what his 
dilcafe it dined him to, defircd him to cat what¬ 
ever he had a mind to, and fo left the fmali j 
hopes they had of bis recovery in the power of i 
1 hat diet, and committed him to fortune. And 
flrus did his diilt:mper go on, while he was at 
Samaria, now called Schajh. 

K. Now Alexandra abode at tliis time at Te- 
nifalcm, and being intormed what condition , 
Herod was in, flie endeavoured to get poircfhon j 
of the fortified places that were about the city, 
whicli were tv.m, the one belonging to the city 
itfclf, the otlier belonging to the temple ; and 
tltofe that could get them into their hands had | 
tlie whole nation under their powder ; for with- , 
out the command of them, it was not polFiblc j 
to offer th.eir facrifices ; and to think of leaving j 
off thofc facrifices, is to every Jew plainly im- j 
poffihle, who arc flill more ready tp lofe their j 
lives than to leave off that divine worflrip which 
they liavc been wont to pay unto God. Alex¬ 
andra therefore difeourfed with thofe that had 
the keeping of thefc ftrong holds, that it was 
jumper for them to deliver the fame to her, and 
to Herod’s fons, lelf, upon his death, any other 
perfon Ihonld feize upon the government; and 
tliat, upon his recovery, none could keep them , 
more fafely for him than thofe of his own fa¬ 
mily. Thcfe words were not by them at all 
Oaken in good part; and as they had been in 
former times faithful [to Flerod] they refolvcd 
to continue fe row more than ever, both be- 
caule they haled Alexandra, and bccaufe they 
thought it a fort of impiety to dcfpair of He¬ 
rod’s recovery while he was yet alive, for they 
had been his old friends ; and one of them, 
whofe name was Achiabusy was liis coufin-gcr- 
man. They fent 'meflengers therefore to ac¬ 
quaint him with Alexandra’s defign ; fo he 
made no longer delay, but gave orders to have 
her llaia; yet was it ftill with difficulty, and 
after he had endured great pain, that he got 
clear fcf his diftemper. He was flill lorely af- 
fiided both in mind and body, and made very 
uneafy, and readier than ever upon all occa- , 


fiou'i to infild punifijineiit upon tlml,* ili-u icll 
under his liand. He alfo ilcr/ ihc moil inli- 
matc c4' Ills li'ii,lids, and Lylima- 

chus, and Gadias, who was ilU> c.iiled Aatljia-’ 
ttr; as aU'o Dolithciis, and ifat ujion the fol¬ 
lowing occafion. 

0. CosTOiiAUTjs was an Idtimean by hir'd), 
and one of jirincipal digifity among them, and 
one virhofe anceflors* had been priHis to the 
ivozc, whom the Idurneuns liad [formcriy] 
efleemed as a god; Imt after liyrc-mus had 
made a change in their polidcal gcivernnient, 
and made tlicm receive the Jewnlh cuftoms 
and law, Herod made Golluliarus governor of 
Idumea and Gaza, and gave him Ids filler Sa¬ 
lome to wife ; and this was upon hii; fkiuglucr 
of [his uncle] jofeph, who had that govern - 
ment before, as we have related already. 
When (h)flobarus had gotten to be fo highly 
advanced, it pleafed him, and was more than 
he hoped for, and he was more and more puf¬ 
fed up by his good luceef?, and in a little wfiilc 
lie exceeded all hounds, and did not think fit 
to obey vjhat Herod, as their ruler, command¬ 
ed him, or that tlic Idumtans ihonld make ule 
of the Jewilh cufloms, or he fiihjccf to then). 
He therefore lent to (ihop.aira, and informed 
her, that the Iduineai.s had been always under 
his progenitors, andl!)at for the lame rcafun it 
was blit jufl that ihe ihonld defire tliat country 
for him of Antony, for that he was ready to 
transfer his fiicnchhip to her; a .di tins he did, 
not becaufe he was hitter jileafcd to i>e iindci 
Cleopatra’s government, hut bccaufe he thought 
that, upon the diminution fd' ikrod’s power, 
it would not he difficult for him to obtain iiim- 
felf the entire government over the Idurneans, 
and fomewliat more alio ; lor he railed his 
hopes flill higher, as having no final! j^rctenet;, 
both by his birth, and by thcle riches which lie 
had gotten by his confla’it attention to filthy 
lucre ; and accordingly it w as not a fmall mat¬ 
ter that he aimed at. So Cleopatra clciired this 
country of Antony, hat failed of her purjiofe. 
An account of tliis veas brought to Herod, who 
was thereupon ready to kill Coftobaru^^ yet, 
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upon the iatreatics of ids filler aud mother, he 
forgave hiai, aud vouchfafed to pardon him en¬ 
tirely, though he IVill had a fulpicion of liiin 
afterward for this hi? attempt. 

lo. But foiue time aferward, when Sa¬ 
lome happened to quarre! with.Coilobarus, flie 
lent him a bill of divorce, and dilTolvcd her 
marriage with him, though this was not ac- 
itordlng t' the jevviih law;;; for with us it is 
lawful for an hufbaiul to, do lo ; hut a wife, if 
Ihe departs from her hufljaud, cannot of her- 
i'elf l)c married to another, uulefs her former 
huiband jmt her away. However, Salome 
chole to follow not the law of her country, 
hut the law of her autliorltv, and fo renounced 
her wedlock ; and told her brother Flerod, that 
Ihe left her hulhand out of her good-will to 
him, becaufe flae perceived, that he, with An- 
tijaafer, and Lyliraachus, and Dofitheus, were , 
vailing a fcdltion againft him ; as an evidence 
whereof llae alledgcd the cafe of the fens of 
Babas, that they had been by-- him preferved 
rdlve already for tlie interval of twelve years; 
which proved to be true. But when Ilerod 
thus unexpedlcdly heard of it, he w^as greatly 
li^rprifcd at it, and was the more furprifed, be-’*' 
vaul'e the relation appeared increuibie to him. 
\s for the faff relating to thefe fons of Babas, 
Herod liad forrnerJy taken great pains to bring 
diern to punifliment, as being enemies to his 
government; hut they were now forgotten by 
him, on account of the length of time [lince 
he had ordered them to be flain.] Now the 
caufe of his ill-will and hatred to them aiofe 
iicucc, that while Antigonus was king, Herod, 

V, idi his army, bcdicged the city of Jerufalem, 
where the dillrcfs aud nviferies which the be- 

Here i;; □ plaii' exumple of Jewilli lady giving a bill 
of divorce to her holhand, though in the day-, of jofephus 
;t was nor bv tlie Jews ctteenied lawful for a woman fo 
10 do. .See t!ic liko among the Uarthians, Anticp li. XVIII. 

■ ohiip. iv 6. However, the Chrillian law, when it al¬ 
lowed divorce for adultery, Matt, v. 32. allowed the in¬ 
nocent wife r.) divorce, her guilty hulbaiid, as well a't the 
innocent huihaud to divorce his guilty wife, .as we icarn 
from the fn.'pherd of Hernias, Mand. 11 . IV. and from 
■.’ic f.'coTid apology of Jullin,Martyr, where a perfccution 
■-'.MS Lrougiit upon the Curitlians upon fui.h a divorce ; 
«)o.l ] thi d. t’;;.-- Ro.inin laws permitted it at tlut iiuie, as 


ficged endured were fo preffing, that the gre?' 
number of them invhed Herod into th^ 

,uul already placed their hopes on liirr 
the fons of Babas were of great d' 

Jiad power among the multitude, c 

iaithful to Antigonus, and .were alvvaj uing 
calumnies agjinft Herod, and encouraged tic; 
people to preferve the governrfient to that royal 
family which held it by inheritance. So thefe 
men ad.ed thus politically, aud, as they thought. 
for their own advantage ; but when the city 
was taken, and Herod had gotten the goveru- 
ment into his hands, and Colloharus was ap¬ 
pointed to hinder men from pafhng out at the 
gates, and to guard the city, that thofe citizeic- 
that w'ere guilty and of the party oppofile ti¬ 
the king might not get out of it, Coflobaruc 
being fenfible that the fons of Babas were had 
in refped and honour by the M^hole multitude, 
and fuppofmg that their prefervation might be 
of great advantage to him in the changes of 
government afterward, he fet them by tliem- 
felves, and concealed them in his own farms ; 
and when the thing was fufpedted, he affured 
Herod upon oath that he really knew nothing 
of that matter, and fo overcame the fufpicions 
that lay upon him ; nay, after ihat, when the 
king had publicly propofed a reward: for the 
difeovery, and had put in pradlice all forts cf 
methods for fearching out this matter, he would 
not confefs it; but being perfuaded, that^yher^ 
he had at firfl denied it, if the men were found, he 
ffiould not eftape unpunifhed, he was forced 
to keep them fecret, not only out of his good¬ 
will to them, hut out of a neceffary regard to 
his own prefervation alfo : But when the king 

knew 

well as rlic law’s of CJuiftianity. Now this Babas, wlio 
w'as one of the race of the Afamoiieans or Maccabees, as 
the latter end of this feiflion informs us, is related by the 
jew;^ as 13 r Hadfon here remarks, to have been fo emi¬ 
nently religious in the Jewifli way, that, except the day 
following the lothofTifri, the great, day of atonemen'-, 
when .lie feems to have fappofed all hjs lins entirely for¬ 
given, he ufed every day of the whole year to offer a fu- 
crifice for his fins of ignorance, or fuch as he fupjvjfedhc 
had been guilty of, but did not diflind'ly remember. .See 
fomewhat like it of Agrippa the Gre.it', Aiitiq. B. XIX. 
chap. iii. § 3. aiul Job i. 4, 5. 
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kael^ lUeTliing, by his fifter’s-information, he 
to the places where he had'the inti- 
inatioh they were concealed, and ordered both 
tlrcm,yaitd thofe that were accufed as guilty 
with mem, to be llain, iafoinuch, that there 
were nov'7 none at all left of the kindred of 
Hyreanus, and the kingdom was entirely in 
Herod’s own power, and there was nobody 
remaining of fuch dignity as could put a ttop 
to wliat he did agaiall the Jewidi laws. 


C H A P. vin. 

lln'W tint Men of the Clth.zcns \()f 'Jeriifalcnf 
nude a Confpiracy c/g ^ntj} Herod, fur the 
foreign Practices he had hitrodnced, which 
was a T'ranfgreffion of the Laws of their 
Conntry. Concerning the Budding of Sebajic 
mid Cefarca, and other Kdifices of Herod. 

s 


O N tills 
vohed 


IS account it was that Herod re- 
d from the laws of his country, 
and corrupted their ancient conftitution, by the 
introdudfion of foreign practices, which conlli- 
tution yet ought to have been preferved invio;| 
Sable; by which means we became guilty of 
great wickednefs afterward, while thi.fe religi¬ 
ous obfervances which ufed to lead the multi¬ 
tude to piety were now negledfed ; for, in the 
hrft place, he appointed, folemn games to he 
celebrated every fifth vear in honour of Caifar, 
and built a theatre at jcrufalem, as aifo a very 
great amphitheatre in the plain. Both of them 
were indeed coftly works, hut oppolite to the 
jevvilli cuftoms ; for we have had no fuch 
Ihews delivered dov.m to us as ft to be tiled or 
exhibited, by us ; yet did he celebrate thele 
games every five years, in the moll lulemn 
and fplendid manner. He alfo made procla¬ 
mation to the neighbouring countries, and cal¬ 
led men together, out of every nation. The 

* Thefe grand plays, and dicws, and thymelui or munc 
meetings, and charlot-iaces, wiieii the charioti were dr.iwn ^ 
by two, three, or four pair of horfes, Cfe- indituted 1 >!' 
Hero# in his theatres, were ftill, as we fee here, f ok. ' jj 
on by thefoberjews, not only asheatheniih fports.and 1211,1- 
iug to corrupt the ni.inner.s of thejewifli nation,and to bring 
them into Ipvc witli Paganifli idolatry, an.! V.vj, inifli con- 


wrcftlcrs alfo, and the reft of thofe that ftuive 
for the prizet; in Inch games, vvcie invited out 
of every land, both by the liojies ol the re¬ 
wards there to be bcftr.'.vcd, aiul by the glory 
of the victory to be tlk' ■ gained. So tJte prin¬ 
cipal peri’ous that were the molt eminent in 
thefc lorts of exerciles were g(;ttcn together ; 
for there were very great rewards for victors' 
propofed, not only to thofe rliat pcrfoniicil 
their exerciles naked, hut to thofe that piai'ed 
the muficians alfo, and wcic cailetf Phyaiehii ; 
and he fpared no pains to induce all perfons, 
the molt famous for fuch exerciles, to come to 
this conteft for vicdory. He all'o piopofed no 
fmall rewards to thofe who ran fur tlie prizes 
in chariot-races, when they were drawn by twe, 
or three, or four pair of liorles. He alfo imi¬ 
tated every thing, though never fo coftly or 
magnificent, in othc" nations, out of an ambi¬ 
tion that he might gi ve moft public dcinonftra- 
tion of his grandeur. Infcriptions .alfo of the 
great actions of Gefar, anti troph.ies of thofe 
nations wliich lie had conquered in his •wars, 
and all made of the ptircft gold anddilver, en- 
compafled the theatre hfclf: Nor was there any 
thing that could be fubfervient to bis delign, 
whether it were precious garments, or precious 
Hones let in order, which was not alfo expofed 
to fight in thefc games. He Itad alfo made a 
great preparation of wild hearts, and of lions 
themklvcs in great abundance, and of fuch 
other bcaf l y i Ta y were either of tincommon 
ftrength, cr c f fuch a fort as were rarely fecn. 
Thefc were pn.p.red cither to fight with one 
another, cjr iliat men who were condemned to 
death were to fight wfith them. And truly 
foreigners were gicutly furprifed and dcliglitcJ 
at the vaftnefs of the exj)enccs liere exhil)ited, 
and at the great dancers that were here feen ; 
but to natural Jews, this was no better thau 
* a 

(iufl of life, but to the ('iiflblutiou of the law <■: Moli;. 
auvl accordingly were yic.itly and jullly co.-ai. iii-icd bv 
li.tm, as apjHMr.'i licic and everywlicrc cih iti Icdep.iu,. 
lu'v is tlic cafe' of oui modem m.if.jucrailes,, phi'. - ,.ejA r. ... 
and the likc/iev/pr//,(,'/ voniina if tl.o a.Ju' el .,iy 

better tendeiKv under Cliiiillaifev, 
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a diOblution of thofe cuftoms for which they 
had fo great a veneration. It appeared alfo no 
better tiian an inftance of barefaced impiety, 
to throw men to wild hearts, for the affording 
c\ij[ight to the fpeitators ; and it appeared an 
vl^m- ice of no lefs impiety to change their own 
*la'w?, for fuch foreign exercifes: hut above all 
the reft', the trophies gave moft diftallc to the 
Tews; for as they imagined thein to he images, 
included within the armour that hung round 
about tiicra, they were forely difpleafed at 
them, hecaul'e it was not the curtom of their 
country to pay honours to fuch images* 

2 . Non was Herod unacipiaintcd with the 
difturhauce they were under: And as he thought 
it unfeafonahle to ufe violence with them, fo- 
he fpake to fome of them by way of confolation, 
and in order to free them from that fuperfti- 
rious fear they were under ; yet could not he 
fatisly them, hut they cried out avith one ac- 
cor<l, out of their great uneafincfs at the offen¬ 
ces they' thought he had been guilty of, that 
although they rtiould think of bearing all the 
reft, yet would they never bear images of men 
in their city, meaning the tropics, bc'caufe this 
■was dilagreeablc to the laws of their country. 
Now when Herod faw them in fuch diforder, 
and that they would not eafily change their 
refolution, unlcfs they received fatisfadion in 
this point, he called to liim the moft eminent 
men among them, and brought them upon the 
theatre, and ihie'vcd them the trophi-es, and 
aflccd them, w'hat lorf of things tlicy took thefe 
tropliics to be? And wlicn they cried out, that 
khey Vvcrc the images of men, he gave otder ! 
that tluy d'.ould lie ftripped of theie outward 
ornatnculs whici) were dr,out them, and ftjew- 
ed them the naked pieces of wood, which pieces ' 
')•’ wood, now without any ornament, became ; 
matter ol'great fport aaid laughter to them, he- 
ruiuie tlvey had before always had the» orna- 
iuents of images thcmfclves in derifion. 

n, Vforrti thcrciore Heroti had thus got 
cicar of tlio nre.llitudc, and had diffipated the 
vchetncacy of paflion under which they had 
been, tlie greateft part of the people were 
dilpofed to change their condud, and not to 


be difpleafed at him any longer ; but rtlll.i-ome 
ol them • continued in their dlfpleafure aga*'.ft 
liim, for his introduction of new cuftoms, and 
cftccmcd the violation of the laws of their 
country as likely, to be the origin of very great 
mifehiefs ro them ; fo that they deemed it art 
inftance of piety, • rather to hazard themfelvca 
[to be put to death] than to feem as if they 
took no notice of Herod, who, upon the cliangc 
he had made in 'their government, introduced 
fuch cuftoms, and that in a violent manner, 
which they liad never been ufed to before, a-; 
indeed in pretence a king, hut in reality 0!ic 
that flaewcd himfelf an enemy to their w1k;1c 
nation ; on which account ten men, that were ci¬ 
tizens of [Jerufalem] confpired together agaiuft 
him, and ivvare to one another to undergo any 
dangers in the attempt, and took daggers wirlt 
them, under their garments [for the purpof,- 
of i^nUng Herod]. Now there was a certain 
I man among thofe confpirators, who had 
' th^S fworn to one another, on account of the 
I indignation he had againft what he heard to 
I have been done ; he was not indeed able tf> 
^fford the reft any affiftance in the undertaking, 
%ut was ready to undergo any fuffering with 
them, if fo he they ihould come to any harm, 
infomuch, that he became a very great encour- 
ager of the reft of the undertakers. 

4. When they had taken this refolution, 
and that by common eonfent, they vvent into 
the theatre, hoping that, in the ftrft place, He¬ 
rod hlmlclf could not efcape them, as they 
ftiould fall upon him fo unexpcbfedly; and 
fuppofmg, hovc;ever, that, if they milled him, 
they lliould kill a great many of thofe that 
were about liim : and this refolution they took, 
though they ihould die for it, in order to fug- 
geft to the king what injuries he had done to 
the multitude. - Thefe .confpirators, therefore, 
ftaiuling thus prepared beforc-hand, -went a- 
bout their defign with great alacrity; but there 
was one of thofe fpics of Herod that We're ap¬ 
pointed for fuch puTpofes, to li£h out and in- 
:form him of artyt confpiracies that Ihotdd be 
■made againft him, who found out the whole 

affair. 
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;illai. ,*^ai^‘It)ld the king of ir, as he was about 
* ' <>^0 into the theatre. So when he reflecled’ 
ou the hatred which he knew the greateft part 
of tlie people bore him, and on tire didurban- 
ccs thai/ arofe upon every occafion, he thought 
this pl/6t agaiiiA him not to be improbable. Ac¬ 
cordingly he retired into his palace, and called 
tliofc that were Uccufcd of this confpiracy be¬ 
fore him by their feveral names ; and as upon 
the guards falling upon them, they were caught 
in the very fa^, and knew they could not 
clcape, they prepared themfclves for their ends 
with all the decency they could, and fo as not 
at all to recede from their refolute behaviour; 
fur they Ihewed no fhame for what they were 
about, nor denied it; but when they were feiz- 
cd, they fhewed their daggers, and profefled, 
I'hat “ the confpiracy they had fworn to was 
an holy and pious ailion : th’at what they in¬ 
tended to do was not for g'sin, or out of any 
indulgence to their padions, but principally for ' 
thofc commou cultonis of their country, which ' 
all the Jews were obliged to obferve, or to die ! 
fur them.” This was what thefe men faid, out 
of their undaunted courage in this confpiracy. ^ 
So they were led av/ay to execution by the 
king’s guaiaf,. that flood about tlicm, and pa¬ 
tiently underwent all the torments inflifled on 
them till they died. Nor was it long before ] 
that jpy, 'v\ho had difeovered them, was feized 
on by feme of the people, out of the hatred they 
bore to him, and was not only flain by them, 
but pulled to pieces limb from limb, and given 
to the dogs, lliis execution was feen by ma¬ 
ny of the ciluens, yet would not one of them 
diicover the doers of it, till upon Herod’s fna- j 
king a ftrid ferutiny after them, by bitter and fc- | 
verc torttires, certain women that were tortured i 
confefTed what they had feen done ; The authors 
of which fadt were fo terribly punilhed by the 
king, that their entire families were deftroyed, 
for this their raflt attempt; yet did not the ob- 
ftinacy of the people, and that undauited con- 
ftancy they fhewed in the defence of their laiys, 
mak^ Herod.any cafier to them; but he ftill 
^ flrengthened himfelf after a more fecure man¬ 
ner, and refolved to e’ncoinpafs the niuliitude 


every way, left fuch innovations ftiouh! end in 
an open rebellion. 

9. Since therefore he had now'the cilv for^ 
tided by the palace in which lie lived, and h'" 
the temple, whicdi had a flrung hjftrcrs i'v u, 
called Antonia, and was rebuilt by hunlclf, ’r.c 
contrived to make Samaria a forrrcls for him 
felf alfo againft all the peopic, and called i: 
SebaJIe, fuppol'ing that tills pbav would be a 
ftrong hold again'il the country, nor inferior to 
the former. So he fortified lioir piaec, which 
was a day’s journey diflant frc-ui jerulalcm, and 
which cvould be ufua! to him in common, to 
keep both the country and tint cily in awe. 
He alfo built aiKyher foitrcfs for the whole 
nation : it was of old called Strata’s Tower, 
but was by him named Ccefarca. Moreover, 
he cholc out Ionic feledt horfemen, and placed 
them in the great plain ; and built [for them] 
a place in (faiilee, called Gala, with Hefebo- 
nitls in Perea. And thefe were the places 
which he particularly built, while lie was ahyays 
inventing fomewhat farther for his own fccu- 
rity, and enconipaffing the wdiole nation with 
guards, that they might by no means get from 
under his power, nor fall into tuinuhs, wdiich 
they did coiitinualiy upon any fmall commotion; 
and that if they did make any commotions ho 
might know of it, w^iilc fume*' cf his f'pies 
might be upon them from the m'ighbonrhood, 
and might both be able to know wdiat ihev 
were attempting, and to pi event it. And 
when he went about building the wall of Sa¬ 
maria, he contrived to bring tliitlur many of 
thofe that had been aflifting to liim in his wars, 
j and many of the people in that neighbourhood 
I alfo, wdiom he made fellow-citi/tns with the 
; reft. This lie did emt of an anihilious dc/ire 
of building a temple, and out of a defire to 
make the city more eminent than it had been 
before, but principally becaufe lie corutived 
that it might at once be Im bis own fecurity, 
and a monument ('fills inren', axocc. He al¬ 
fo changed its name, and called it 
Moreover, he paitid the .(T-IniiMr ciMintiv-, 
which was excellent in its IJr.J, among f.e In- 
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t'.;\i)hanfs of Samaria, that they might he in a 
happy coiKlhion, upon their hrft coming to 
inha!):r, IJciiilca all wliich, he encompan'eJ 
rhcira' with a wall of great ftronglh, and made 
ni'e of ehj'acclivity of the place for making its 
f v.-riiicatiotrs llrong(;r: nor was the coinpais of 
^,hc plac'd mad.e now fo hnall as it had been before, 
b'at was fuch as rendered it not Inferior to the 
!;vnl fani )u,s cities; for it was tw^enty furlongs 
r!t cir.'uinferenv e. Now within and about the 
middle of it, he built a facred place, of a fur¬ 
long and an hail’[in circuit] and adorned it with 
ail forts of decorations, and therein crcefcd a 
ceruple, which vras illnllrious on account of 
huth its largcnef; and hcanty. And as to the 
feverai parts of the city, he adorned them with 
decor.ition'; of all forts all’o; y\nd as to what 
was nccclfary to provide lor his owni lecurlty, 
lie made the walls very flrong for tluit purpofe, 
;ind made it, for the grcatcil part, a citadel : 
a id as to the elegance of the huiUlings, it wuis 
care of alfo, that he might leave monu- 
mcirts of the llncnefs of his talle,-and of his 
licncficcncc, to future ages. 


C I-I A P. IX. 

Concernin'^ the Famine jbat hap/n'iicil in yudea 
and S\riu : Jlnd hoiv llcrod^ after be bad 
married another lViJi\ rebuilt Cafarca^ and 
other Grecian Ciiu ■ r, 

§ -I. y O W on this very year, which was 
1 the thirteenth year of the reign of 
ilerod, very groat calamities came upon the 
country ; whether they were derived from the 

Here \vr Iku’c ;m eminent example of the language 
1 folephus in ln\ writing to (Icntiles, ciid’erent from that 
V, lien Ilf v/retc to jews : in his writing to whom he Hill 
Jevive; :;I 1 jiulgments from the anger of God; but 

’■..•ranlV he knc'v m.mv of the Gentiles thought they might' 
ii it’.r.Mlly loim; in certain periods, he complies with them 
in tin' following fcntcncc. See the note on the War, 

i’i. 1. ch ip. xxMii. (i a. 

; 'i Ins famine for two years, that afTeclcd Jndea and 
Uyiii th" I nh and 14th years of Herod, which are the 
;.bl end 2 p.l years before the Olmiitian a;ra, feems to 
f 1,-c Imen more lerriblc during this time than was that in 
ti.e^'iys cf j'l'-'.'b, G,’.'!. -'.li. xlli. And what makes the 
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anger of God, or whether this imfer* 
again nafuraily in certain periods 
in ihe hr't place, there were perpe 
and for that realbn the ground was , and 

' (iiJ not bring forth the fame quantity qf rru'its, 

: iluit it ufed to produce; and after this tarren- 
I jid’s of the foil, that change of food which the 
: want of corn occalloned produced dillcmpcrs in 
’ tlie bodies of men, and a peftllcntial difeafepre- 
i vailed, one mifery following upon the hack ol 
: another : and thefe circumftanccs, that tlic) 
were dcflttute both of methods of cure, and of 
' food, made the peftilcntlal diftemper, wliicl. 

I began after a violent manner, the more iaPdmg. 

! The dertrudion of men alfo after fucli a man¬ 
ner deprived thofe that furvived of all their 
courage, bccaufe they had no way to provide 
remedies ftjfficicnt for tlie diftrcllcs tlicy were 
in. When thcfch^.c the fruits of that year 
were fpoiled, and whatfoever they luid laid tip 
before-hand were fpent, there was no founda¬ 
tion of hope for relief remaining; hut the ini- 
fery, contrary to what they expeded, flill iii- 
creafed upon them ; and this not only on that 
year, while they had nothing for thernfelvcs 
left fat the end of it] ; but what feed they had 
Town peril'hed alfo, by rcafon oi the ground 
not yielding its fruits on the f fecond year. 
This diftrcE they were in made them alfo out 
of ncceffity to eat many things that did not ufo 
to be eaten : nor was the king himfelf free from 
tins diftrefs any more than other men, as being 
deprived of that tribute he ufed to have from 
the fruits of the ground, and having already 
expended what money he had in his liberality 

to 

comparifon the more remarkable is this, that now, as v/ell 
as then, the relief they had was from Egypt alfo, then 
from Jofeph the governor of Egypt, under Pharaoh king 
of Egypt, and now from Petronius the prefed: of Egypt, 
under Auguflus the Roman emperor. See aimed the 
like cale i\ntiq. B. XX. chap. ii. § 6. It is alfo well 
“worth our oblervatioiv here, that thefe two years w’ere a 
fabhatic yq§r, and a year of jubilee, for which providence, 

I during the the theocracy, ufed to provide a triple crop he- 
j fore-hand, but became now, when the Jews had ^forfeit- 
j cd that blefllng, the greated years of famine to them ever 
I finee the days of Ahab, i Kings xvii. .xviii. 
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lO’^ofc whore cities he luul built ; nor h ul j 
he people that were worthy of Iiis aihf- 
Kice, 11t?^^his miferahle il ite of thin^^s hetl 
)cure(r him hatred of Ins fubjeds; for it i 
cdufiant rule, that misfortunes are ifill laid ; 
■'.) tl^e account of thole that govern. | 

2. Tn thefe circuniilaavcs he conlidered with | 
'liiufclf how to procure fome fcak-nabie help ; ‘ 
out this was a hard thing to be doi)e, v/hile J 
' heir neighbours had no food to fell thorn, and ! 
riieir money alfo w.is p;.->ne, had it been podihle ! 
to purchafe a little food at a great price. ILr.v-- |, 
ewer, he thought it his bell way, by all mc.ins, : 
not to leave off his endeavours to allitl his peo- I 
pie ; lo he cut off the rich furniture that was in 
in’s palace, both of filvcr and gold, infomuch, 
that he did not fparc the ir.'.eic veifels he had, | 
or thofc that were made with tlie moil elabo¬ 
rate Ikili of the artilicers, but feat tlie money 
to Petronius, who had been made perfect of 
Egypt by Ctefar : And as not a few had alrea¬ 
dy fled to him uuder their ncceflities, and as he 
was particularly a friend to Herod, aiuf defir- 
ou.s to have his fuhjcdls preferved, he gave j 
leave to them, in the lirfl place, to export corn, i 
and afftlfed them every way, both in purclia- I 
fing and exporting the fame; fo that he was | 
the principal, if not the (fhly perfon, who af- I 
forded them what help they had. And Elerod ! 
taking care the people fhould underftand that 
this help came from himfclf, did hereby not 
only remove from him the ill opinion of thofc 
that formerly hated him, but gave them the 
greatefl demonffration poffible of his good-will 
to them, and care of them '; for, in the firft 
place, as for thofe who w^ere able to provide 
their own food, he diilributed to them their 
portion of corn in the exadleft manner; but for 
thofe many that were not able, either by reafon 
of then- old age, or any other infirmity, to 
provide food for themfelvcs, he made this pro- 
vifion for them, that the bakers fhould make 
their bread ready for them. He alfo took care 
that they might not be hurt by the dangers of 
.winter, fince they were in great want of cloath- 
ing alfo, by reafon of the utter deftrudion and 
confumption of their fheep and goafs, till they 
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lie went farther, in older tti provide nceelfaiics 
lor llielr nel.dibouir, and gave Iced tc5 the Sy¬ 
rians, which thing turned greatly to his own 
advantage alfo, this charitable afiifiauce being 
afforded moll; feafonahly to tlieir fruitful foil, 
lo that every one luid now a plentiful proviliori 
of f(>od. Upon tlie whole, wlteu tlie harve/f 
of the laud was apiproaching, lie lent ru; fewer 
than lilty ihoufand men, whom lie lud fiillain- 
cd, into the country ; by which means he hotli 
repairtal the afflidlccl condition of his own king¬ 
dom with great gcucrolity and tiiligcncc, and 
lightenctl the allliftious of his ncighb()urs, who 
were under the fame c:d,unities; for there wnas 
nobotly ^v';o had been in want that was left 
deifitute of a fuitalilehaHiftancc by him ; nay, 
farther, there were neither any {icojile, nor 
any cities, nor any private men, who were to 
make provifion fi>r inullitiKics, and on tiiat ac¬ 
count were in want of lupport, and had re- 
courfe to him, but laiceivcd what they Hood in 
need of; Infomueli, that it appeared upon a 
computation, that liic number of eori of wliear, 
of ten attic mediinui a-picce, that were given 
to foreigners, amounted to ton thoufanvl, and 
the number that were niven in his ow'u kinn- 
doin iivas about fourfeore thonfand. Now it 
happened, that this earn of his, and this feafon- 
able bencfadlon, had Inch inlluenec on the 
Jews, and 'Was fo cried uji among other nations, 
as to w'ipe off that old haired which Ins viola¬ 
tion of fome of their ctillonu, during li-is reign, 
had procured him among all the nation ; and 
that this liberality of Ins aflifiancc in this their 
greatefl ncceflity was full fatisfiuSlion for all that 
he had done of that nature, as it alio procured 
him great fame among foreigners ; and it look¬ 
ed as if thefe calamities rliat afRided his land to 
a degree plainly incredible, came in order to 
raife his glory, and to lie to his great advantage ; 
for the greatnefs of his liberality in thefe dillref- 
fes, which he now demonftrated beyond all 
expedation, did fo change the dirpoliflon of the 

inultilude 
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multitude towards him, that they W'ere ready 
to fuppofe he had been from the beginning not 
luch an one as they hael found him to be by 
experience, but fuch an one as the care he had 
taken of them in fupplying their nedeffities 
proved him now to be. 

3. About tliis titne it was that he fent five 
hundred chf’fea men out of the guards of his 
body as auxiliaries t(r Ca:far, whom *Eiiu8 Gal- 
Jus led to the Red Sea, and who were of great 
fervice to him there. When therefore Iiis af¬ 
fairs were tlnis improved, and were again in 
a flourifhing condition, he built hlmfclf a palace 
jn the upper city, railing the rooms to* a very 
great height, and adorning them with tJic inoft 
coftly furniture of gold, and marble feats, and 
beds ; and thefe were fo large, that they could 
contain very many companies of men. Thefe 
apartments were alfo of dillindl magnitudes, 
and had particular names given them ; for one, 
apartment was called Claefar’s, another Agrip- 
pa’s. He alfo fell in love again, and married, 
another wife, not fuffering his reafon to hinder 
him from living as he pleafed. The occafion 
of this his marriage was as follows : There was 
one Simon^ a citizen of jerufalcm, the fon of 
one Boethus, a citizen of Alexandria, and, a 
prieit of great note there : I’liis irian had a 
daughter, who was cllecmed tl>e mofi beautiful 
woman of .that time ; and when the people of 
|ernraieni began to fphak much in her com¬ 
mendation, it h.appened that Herod was much , 
affcdled with what was fiid of her ; and when 
he faw tire damfcl, he was fmitten with her 
beauty; yet did be entirely rejedl; the thoughts 
of ufiiig ills authority to abide her, as believing, 
what was the triilh, if it by fo doing he Ihould 
be ftigmatized fi'r violence and tyranny; fo be 
thouriit it befi to take the damfel to wife. And 
while Simon was of a dignity too inferior t© 
be allied to him^ but flU too coofulerable to be 
def])i!cd, he governed his iaclinaliDns after thie 
moll v»ru'Jeiit manner, by augmenting the dig- ^ 
nity of the family, and making them more bo- 

* This A'lius Gallus feemfi to be no, other than that 
Lnr^;n.s whom Dio fpcvika of as conducliiifi; an ex- j 
pcdiiiou that was about this tii/vt nuidc mto Arabia Felix, 1 


nourablc; fo he immediately deprived Jems, 
the fon of Phabet, uf the high priefthood, and 
conferred tliat dignity,on Simon, apd fo joined 
in affinity with him £by marrying^ his daugh¬ 
ter.] ' 

4. When this wedding was over, heVbuik 
another citadel in that place where he had con¬ 
quered the Jews, when be was driven out of his 
government, and Antigonus enjoyed it. This 
citadel is diftant from Jerufalem about threefcore 
furlongs. It was ftrong by nature, and bt for 
fuch a building. It is a fort of a moderaii^ hill, 
raifed to a farther height by the hand of man, 
till it was of the fhape of a worhan’s breaft. It 
is encompafled with circular towers, and hath 
a ftrait afeent up to it, which afeent is com- 
pofed of fteps of poliflied ftones, in number 
two hundiTd.* Within it are royal and very 
rich apartments, of a ftrudure that provided 
both for fecaritv and for beauty. About the bot¬ 
tom there are habitations of fuch a ftrudure 
as are well worth feeing, both on other ac¬ 
counts, and allb on account of the water which 
is brought thither from a great way off, and at 
vaft expences ; for the place itfelf is deftitute 
of w'ater. The plain that is about this cita¬ 
del is full of edifices, not inferior to any city 
in iargenefs, and dJhvIng the hill above it in 
the nature of a caftle. 

5. And now, when all Herod^s defigns had 
fueceeded according to his hopes, ,he liad not 
the leall fufpicion that any troubles could arife 
in his kingdam^ becaufe he kept his people 
obedient, as well by the fear they flood in of 
him (for he was Implacable in the inffidlioii 
of his punilhments) as by the provident care he 
had ffiewed towards them, after the moll 
magnanimous manner, when they were under 
their diiffrefies: .But ftill he- took care to have 
eKterrial fecuri^y for his government as a for- 
trefs againft his* fubjedtos; for the.orations be 
made to the cities were. Very .fine, and full of 
kindnefs; apd he tugitivated a Jfi«ifonahle good 

under- 

" . ' . f;' ' ' c' " 

accprding^ te F^taviiiS, ..wild:,is her.e dteat by Spanlieim. > 

See a full a<;eount of this eJtpecUlion in Prideaux at the 
years 23 ai>d 24 . 
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imd<^and‘mg with their governors, and be-|j near tlic Tea, whirl', v, vc-v pw\<':i' 


ihiwed pr^fents on every one of them, inducing I talninp; a city, and w.is hi irve t nirtl Sira/o'j 


them then^ to be more friendly to him, and 
niruig his' magnificent difpofition, fo as his^ 
kingdom might be the better fecured to him, 
and tKis till all his-afFairs were every way more 
and more augmented. But then, this magni¬ 
ficent temper of his, and that fubmilTive be¬ 
haviour and liberality, which he exercifed to¬ 
wards Ciefar, and the moll powerful men of 
Rome, obliged him to tranlgrefs the cuftoms of 
his nation, and to fet alide many of their laws, 
and by building cities after an extravagant man¬ 
ner, and eredting temples, * not in Judea in¬ 
deed, for that would not have been borne, it 
being forbidden to us to pay any honour to 
images, or reprefentations of animals, after the 
manner of the Greeks ; but ilill he did thus in 
the country [properly] out of our bounds, and 
in the cities thereof. The apology which he 
made to the Jews for thefc things was this, 
that all was done, not out of his own inclina¬ 
tions, but by the commands and injundtions of 
others, in order to pleal'e Caefar and the Ro¬ 
mans, as though he had not the Jewifli cuftoms 
fo much in his eye as he had the honour of 
thofe Romans; while yet he had himfelf en¬ 
tirely in view all the while, and indeed was 
very ambitious to leave great monuments of 
his government to pofterity ; whence it was 
that he was fo zealous in building fuch fine 
cities, and fpent fuch vaft fums of money upon 
them. . 

6 . Now upon this obfervation of a place 

* One may here take notice, that how tyrannical and 
extravagant Ibever Herod were in himfelf, and in hi.s 
Greeiau cities, as to thofe plays, and fliewa, and temples 
for idolatry, mentioned above, chap. viii. § i. and here 
alfo; yet durll even he introduce very few of them into 
the cities of the Jews, tivho, ai jofephus here notes, would 
not even tliert hare borne thern^ fo zealous were they Jlill 
,fdi many of .the laws of Mofos, even under fo tyrannical 
a government as was this of Herod the Great j which 
tyrannical.government puts me naturaJiy in mind of Dean 
Prideaux’s honeft reflexion upon the like ambition after 
fuch tyrannical power in Poftipey and Caifar: “ One of 
thefc ^fays he, at the year 6o]j could not bear an equal, 
”Tior the other a fuperior; arid through thi.s ambitious 
huntour and thirft after tftore'power in thefc two then, 
the whole Romart empire being divided irito two oppofite 


‘Toitc/\ he fet about gcltiu!', a plan for a magni¬ 
ficent city there, and cicGed many edifice^ 
with great diiigciue a!i oiei* it, aiui .this ol 
white ftonc. He alio adorned it w;th moil 
fumptuoiis palaces, and large edifices for con¬ 
taining the people; and what was the greateft 
and moft laborious work of all, he adorned it 
with an haven, that was aiwars free from the 
waves ofthe fea. Its largenefs was not k f than 
the l’vra:um [at Athens] and had tow.irds the 
city a double ftation for the ihips. It was ol excel¬ 
lent workmanlhip ; and this was the more re¬ 
markable for its being built in a place that ot 
j itlelF was not fuilabie to fuch noble llrudlures, 
blit was to be brought to perfedion by mateii- 
als from other places, and at very great ex>?, 
pen'ces. This city is fituate in riieuicia, in 
the paffage by fea to Egypt, betwx-en Joppa 
and Dora, wliich arc leffcr maritime cities, and 
not fit for havens, on aecotiuf of the impefn- 
ous fouth winds that he.i' upon tiiein, which, 
rolling the fands that come from tiic fea againli 
the fhorcs, do not admit ol flips lying in their 
ftation; but the men.liants are generally there 
forced to ride at their anchors in the fea ilfelfi 
So Herod endeavoured to redify this inconveni¬ 
ence, and laid out fuch a compaf; towxards the 
land as might be fullicient for an haven, wherein 
the great ftiips might lie in fdety ; and this he 
effeded by letting down vaft Hones of ahov'e 
fifty feet in length, not Icfs than eigliteen in 

breadth, 

fadlons, there wj"; produced hen by die mofL deilrudive 
war that ever aflliclcd it: and the like folly tf'O niiuli 
reigns in all other places. Could about liiiny nnii bo 
perfuaded to live at Iiomc in peace without eiucipri'/ing 
upon the rights of eacli other, for rhe vaitt glory of con- 
queft, and the enlargenient of jiovrer, the whole world 
might be at quiet; but their ambition, their follies, and 
their humour, leading them coullaiilly to ericioach upon 
and quarrel with each other, they involve all tliat arc 
under them in the irukhicfs thereof; and many thoufand,'. 
are they that yearly peufh by it : lo that it may .dinclt 
raifeadoubt, whctlier the benefit which tlie world i. reives 
from government be liiffuient to make amend ; fi r the 
calamities which it futfers from the follies, no i ikes, and 
trial-^mindlrations tf liiofc that mtuiagc n ” 

« 
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brcacltli, aiul nine in depth, into twenty fathom 
dorp ; and .ls loaie were lefler, fo were others 
bigger than tliofc dimenfions. This naole which 
lie built bv the fea-hde was two hundred feet 
^^idc, tj'ic' half of whioli was oppofed to the 
cuireat of the waves, fo as to keep off thofe 
waves which were to break upon them, and fo 
was called ProLyrnal'ia^ or the lirlf breaker of 
the waves; but the other half liad upon it a 
wall, with fcveral towers, the largcil of whi9h 
was named Drufus^ and was a work of very 
great cxecllenec, and had its name from Drufus, 
the fon-in-law of Ciefar, who died young. 
I’here were alfo a great number of arches 
whcie the mariners dw'clt. There was alfo 
before them a key [or landing place] which 
ran round the entire haven, and was a moll a- 
.ireeablc walk to fucli as had a mind to that 

O 

exercife ; but the entrance or mouth of the 
port was made on the itorth quarter, on which 
tide was the flillcft of the winds of all in this 
place: And the bafis of the whole circuit on 
the left hand, as you cater the port, fupported 
a round turret, which was made very flrong, 
in order to rehft the grcatell waves ; while on 
the right hand, as you enter, Hood two vaft 
Hones, and thofe each of them larger than the 
turret, which was over againit them ; thefe 
Hood upright, and wfere joined together. Now 
there were edifices all along the circular haven, 
made of the politell Hone, with a certain ele¬ 
vation, wheieon was crciled a temple, that 
was ieen a great way off by thofe that w^ere^ 
failing for that haven, and had in it two ftatues, 
th.e one of Rome, the other of Csefar. As the 
city itlelf w'as called Cspfarea, which was. alfo 
itfelf built of fine materials, and was of a fine 
llrmHure ; nay, the very fubterranean vaults 
and cellars had no lefs of architedture beftowed 
on them than had the building above ground. 
Some of thefe vaults carried things at even 

* CxlartM Iv'ing here bud to be lebiiilt and adprned ip 
twtbe if.ir., and boon aftevwa'ds in ten years, Antiq. 
B. XV I. ch. V, ^ 1. there niufl. be a mihake in one of 
the phu-es to the true number j but la which of them 
u IS hud pobtively to determine. 

.(• ThiT’olho, with whom Heiod’s fons lived at Rome, 
MSS ; ' I'ollio the riiarifce, already mentioned by jofe- 
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j diftances to the haven and to the ‘lea, hue one 
1 of them ran obliquely, and bound all the rc'l 
j together, that both the rain and the lilth (>f 
the citizens were together carried offwith eafe 
I and the fea itfelf, upon the flux of the tide 
from without, came into the city and vValhtd 
it ail clean. Herod alfo built therein a theatre 
of Hone ; and on the fouth quarter, behind the 
port, an amphitheatre alfo, capable of holding 
a vaft number of men, and conveniently fituated 
for a prolped to the fea. So this city was thus 
fmiflied in * twelve years ; during which time 
the king did not fail both to go on with the 
work, and to pay the charges that were ncccf 
fary. 


CHAP. X. 

How Htrodfent his Sons to Rome; how alfo 
he was accufed by Zenodoriis, and the Gada- 
rensy but was tleared of what they accifcd 
hbriy and withal gained to himfelf the 
Good-will of Cafar. Concerning the Phari- 
fees, the Kffens, and Manahem. 

§ I. THEN Herod was engaged in fuck 
VV matters, and when he had al¬ 
ready re-edified Sebafte [Samaria] he refolvcd 
to fend his fons Ale?cander and Ariftobulus to 
Rome, to enjoy the company of Csefar; who, 
when they came thither, lodged at the houfe 
^of t Pollio, who was very fond of Herod’s 
TGiendfliip : and they had leave to lodge in Ca;,- 
pr’s ©wn palace ; for he received thefe fons of 
Herod with all humanity, and gave Herod 
leave to give his kingdom to which of his fons 
he pleafed ; and, befides all this, he beftowed 
on him Trachon, and Batanea, and Auranitis, 
which he gave him on the occafion following: 
One ]; Zenodorus had hired what was called, 

the 

phu8, cir. i. ^ I., an^ again prefently after this, ch. x. J 4. 
but Afinius Pollio the Roman, as Spanheim here obferves. 

t The charafter of this Zeriodorus is fo like that of a 
famous robber of the, fame name in Strabo, and that a- 
bout this very country, and about this very time alfo, that / 
I think Dr Hudfon l.ardly needed to have put a perhaps 
to his determination that they were the fame. 


C t f- 
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thc'^liixife of Lyfanias, who, as he was not 
fai'isfied with its revenues, became a partner 
with the robbers that inhabited the Traphones, 
^and fo procured himfelf a larger income j for the 
inhabitants of thofe places lived in a mad way, 
and pHlaged the country of the Damafcencs, 
wliile Zenodorus did not reftrain them, but par¬ 
cook of the prey they acquired. Now as the 
n.eiglibouring people were hereby great fuf- | 
lore's, they complained to Varro, who was 
then prcfident [of Syria] and iulreated him to 
write to Caefar about this injuftice of Zenodo¬ 
rus, When thefe matters were laid before Cx- 
far, he wrote back to Varro to deftroy thofe 
nefts of robbers, and to give the laud to Herod, 
that lb by his care the neighbouring countries 
might be no longer ditlurbed with thefe doings 
of the Trachonites; for it was not an eafy 
thing to reilraiii them, lince this way of rob- 
?>ery had been their ufual prabblce, and they 
had no other way to get their living, becaufe 
they had neither any city of their own, nor 
lands in their polfeffion, but only feme re¬ 
ceptacles and dens in the earth, and there they j 
and their cattle lived in common together; | 
However, they had made contrivances to get | 
pools of water, and laid up corn in granaries ; 
for themfelves, and were able to make great 
refiftance, by iffuing out on the fudden againft i 
any that attacked them ; for the entrances of 
their caves were narrow, in which but one 
could come in at a time, and the places with¬ 
in incredibly large, and made very wide j but 
the ground over their habitations was not very 
high, but rather on a plain, while the rocks 
are altogether hard and difficult to be entered 
upon, unlefs any one gets into the plain road 
by the guidance of another j for thefe roads are 
not ftraight, but have feveral revolutions. But 
when thefe men are hindered from their wick¬ 
ed preying upon their neighbours, their cuftom 
is to prey one upon another, infomuch, that 
no fort of injuftice comes amifs to them. But 
when Herod had received this grant from C:e- 
.^r, aad was come into-this country, he pro- 
‘ cured Ikilful guides, and put a ftop to their 
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wicked robberies, and procured peace' anc. 
quictnefs to the neighbouring ju'ople, 

e. Hr RE UPON Zenodorus was giimed, in- 
the firft place, becauie his ))rliir!pali'y w.is t.i- 
ken away fioin liim ; and flill more (o, breau.c 
he envied Herod, wlu> had gotten it.: tSo he 
went up to Rome to accufc Itini, but rcturnei’ 
back again without fucctls. Now Agrippa va 
[about this time] fent to fuccccd (kei'ar in the 
government of the countries beyond tfie lot.ia;* 
fea, upon whom Herod light when be was 
wintering about Mitylene (for he had been l)i' 
particular friend and companion) anil then te- 
turned into Judea again. However, loiue o. 
the Gadarens came to Agrijrpa, and ac-ciiiro 
Herod, whom lie lent back bound to the king, 
without giving them the hearing; But flill the 
Arabians, who of old bare ill-will to Herod’s 
government, were nettled, and at that time at¬ 
tempted to raife a fedition in his dominion',, 
and, as they thought, upon a more juftifiable 
occaflon ; for Zenodorus, dcfpairing already of 
fuccefs as to his own affairs, prevented [his 
enemies] by felling to thofe Arabians a part of 
his principality, called ylurar/i/is, for the value 
of fifty talents ; but as this was included in the 
donation of Ciefar, they contefted the point 
with Herod, as unjuftly deprived of what they 
had bought. Sometimes they did this by ma¬ 
king intuifions upon him, and fometimes by 
attempting force againft him, and fometimes 
by going to law with him. Moreover, they 
perfuaded the poorer foldiers to help them, and 
were iroublefome to him, out of a conftanl 
hope that they fhould reduce the people to 
raife a fedition ; in which debgns thofe that 
are in the moft iniferablc circumllances of life 
are flill the moft tarneft: 'and although Herod 
had been a great while apprifed of thefe at¬ 
tempts, yet did not he indulge any feverity to 
them, but by rational methods aimed to miti¬ 
gate things, as not willing to give any lumdle 
for tumults. 

3. Now when Herod had already reigned 
feventeen years, Cxfar came into Syria ; at 
v'hich time the greateft part of the inhabitants 
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of Gadara clamoured againft Herod, as one 
that war. lieavy in his injunflions,and tyranni¬ 
cal. Tliefe reproaches they mainly ventured 
upon by the encouragement of Zenodorus, 
who tooh his oath tluc he would never leave 
Herod till he had procured that they ihould 
be fevered from Herod’s kingdom, and joined 
to (la?i’ar’;; province. The Gadarens were in- . 
dneed hereby, and made no fmall cry againft 
liim ; and tliat the more boldly, bccaufe thofe 
that had been delivered up by Agrippa were I 
not puniihed by Herod, who let them go, and 
did them no harm ; for indeed he v/as the prin¬ 
cipal man in the world who appeared ahnoft in¬ 
exorable in punilliing crimes in his own fa¬ 
mily, bat very generous in remitting the offen¬ 
ces that were comnutted cl iewhere. And while 
they accufed Herod of injuries, and piunder- 
ings, and fubvcrfions of temples, he ftood un¬ 
concerned, and was ready to make his defence. 
However, Cnefar gave him his right hand, and 
remitted nothing of his kindnefs to him, upon 
this difturbance by the multitude : and indeed 
taefe things were alledged the lirft day, but the 
hearing proceeded no farther; for as the Ga¬ 
darens faw the inclination of Gefar and of his 
affeffors, and expedted, as they had rcafon to 
do, that they fhould be delivered up to the 
king, fome of them, out of a dread of the tor¬ 
ments they might undergo, cut their own throats 
in the night-time, and Idrne of them threw 
rhemlelvcs down precipices, and others of them 
call themfclvcs into the river,, and deftroyed 
rliemfelvcs of their own accord ; which ac¬ 
cidents feemed a fufliclent condemnation of 
the raihnefs and cilines they had been guil¬ 
ty of: whereupon (hefar made no longer cle- ' 
lay, but cleared iferod from the crimes he 
was accufed of. Another happy accident 
there was, which was a farther great advan- 
f igc to Herod at this time; for Zenodorus's 
belly burft, and a great quantity of blood if- 
iiied from him in his ficknels, and he there¬ 
by departed this life at Antioch in Syria ; So j 

A a/n7r<'A'propt'r]yajulor'i}ji’aalIy denoted the fourth 
p.vrt of an entire hiitgdom or country, aftd a leirarch one 
thit w .V, ruler of i'uch a fourth pan, which always implies 
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j Ctefar beftowed his country, which vvas no 
I fmall one, upon Herod; it lay between Tra- 
chon and Galilee, and contained Ulatha, and 
Paneas, and the country round about. He ab .' 
fo made him one of the procurators of Syria, 
and commanded that they ftiould do ' every 
thing with his approbation: and in flioft, he 
. arrived at that pitch of felicity, that whereas 
there w ere but two men that governed the vaft. 
Roman empire, firft Caifar, and then Agrippa,. 
who was his principal favourite, Csefar pretcr- 
red no one to Herod befides Agrippa, and A- 
grippa made no one his greater friend than flc- 
rod hcfule C:elar. And when he had acquired 
fuch freedom, he begged of Cadar a* tclrarch}' 
for his brother Pheroras, while he did himfclf 
beftow upon him a revenue of an hundred ta¬ 
lents out of his own kingdom, that, in cafe he 
came to any harm himfelf, his brother might 
be in iafety, and that his fons might not have 
dominion over him. So when he had conduc¬ 
ted C.'ufar to the fca, and \vas returned home, 
he built him a moft beautiful temple, of the 
whiteft ftone, in Zenodorus’s country, near 
the place called Panium. This is a very fine 
cave, in a mountain, under which there is a 
great cavity in the earth, and the cavern is ab¬ 
rupt, and prodigioufly deep, and full of a ftill 
water: over it hangs a vaft mountain ; and 
under the caverns arife the fprings of the river 
Jordan. Herod adorned this place, which was 
already a very remarkable one, Hill farther, by 
the ereeftion of this temple, which he dedicated 
to Caefar. 

4. At which time Herod releafed to his 
fubjefts the third part of their taxes, under 
; pretence indeed of relieving them, after the 
dearth they had had ; but the main reafon was, 
to recover their good«wiIl, whith he now want¬ 
ed ; for they were uneafy at him, bgcai-fe of 
the innovations he had introduced in their nrcc- 

a 

tices, of the diffolution of their religion, and 
of the difufe of their own cuftoms; and the 

people 

fomewhat Icfs extent of dominion and power than belong; ^ 
to a kingdom and to a king. 
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fieoplc' everywhere talked agahift him, like 
thofe that were ftill more provoked and diilitrh- 
fc- ed at his procedure; Againh which dilcontcnr;; 
^'he'greatly'guardcd himfclf, and took away the 
opportunities they might have to dilharb him, 
and enjoined them, to be always at work : nor 
did he permit the citizens cither to meet to¬ 
gether, or to wa'lk, or eat together, but watch¬ 
ed every thing they did, and when any were 
caught, they were fevercly puninicd; and 
many there were who were brought to the ci¬ 
tadel Hyrcania, both openly and fccretly, and 
were there put to death : and there were Ipies 
fet evorgw^here, both in the city, and in the 
roads,' who watched thofe that met together; 
nay, it b reported, that he did not liimfcll' neg- 
IcA this part of caution, but that he would of¬ 
tentimes himfclf take the habit of a private man, 
and mix among the multitude, in the night¬ 
time, and make trial what opinion they had of 
his government; and as for thofe that could no 
way be reduced to acquiefee under his feheme 
of <’'Overnment, he profecuted them all manner 
of w^ays ; but for the reft of the multitude, he 
required that they fiiould be obliged to take an 
oath of fidelity to him, and at the fame time 
compelled them to fwear that they would bear 
him good-will, and continue certainly fo to do 
in his management of the government: and 
indeed a great part of them, either to plcafe 
him, or out of fear of him, yielded to what he 
required of them; but for fuch as were of a 
more open and generous difpofition, and had 
indignation at the force he ufed to them, he by 
one means or other made away with them. 
He endeavoured alfo to perfuade Pollio the 
Pharifee, and Sameas, and the greateft part of 
their fcholars, to take the oath ; but thele w'ould 
neither fubmit fo to do, nor we're they punilh- 
cd together with the reft, out of the reverence 
he bore to Pollio. The Eflens alfo, as we call 
a fedt of ours, were -excuied from this impofi- 
tion. Thefe men live the fame kind of life as 
do thofe whom the Greeks call Pythagoreans^ 
. xonettning whom I fhall difeourfe more fully 
' dfewhere. However, it is hot fit to let down 
here the reafons wherefore Herod had thefe 


Ellens in fuch honour, and t'louehr hif'hcr of 
them (li.m liieir iiioita! nature recjuind; nor 
will ibis acfCHU.u be tuiiidtablc to the nature of 
tins luftory, as it will ihew" t!;c o-plnion men 
li.ul of ihfl'e I'a'.'ens. 

5. Now there w.as one of tlicfo I'ffons, 
wlK>!e name was Manahei)!^ w’.o lenj tb'i'; tef- 
tiinony, that he not only conduced bis life ai- 
tel an e.xccllent manner, but bad tb.r baybuow- 
ledge ol future events given him bv (,hul alfo. 
d'liis man once l.iw Ilcrud, whe’: be was a 
child, and going to lidiool, and i.ihued him as 
king ol the Jews; liut he thinking tliat either 
lie did not know him, or that lie was in jeft, 
pul him in mind that he was but a pi;rate man ; 
hut Manaliein fmiled to himfclf, and clapped 
him cm his backfide with his hand, and laid, 
“ However that be, thou wiit be king, ami 
wilt begin thy reign haiipily, fur Cod Ends thee 
worthy of it. Z\nd do thou rememher the. 
blows that Manahcm hath given rlic'c, as being 
a lignal of the change (>f i!iv fortune. Ami 
truly this will he. the Iieft le.d'oidng I'. r t.bec, 
that thou love jufticc [towards men] and jiicty 
towards Cod, and clemcuev towards thy citi¬ 
zens: yet do 1 know how iby whole coudude 
will be, that thou wiit ne t lie fuch an oiic ; for 
thou wilt excel all men in haipineig and cdi- 
tain an everlalling reputation, hut wilt forger, 
piety, and riglucoufiids : and tlieic crimes will 
not be concealed irom Cod, at the conelulio;i. 
of thy life, when thou wait liiiJ that !u; will i;c 
mindful of them, and puniih thee h>r- tlit ni. 
Now at that time Herod did not at all attend 
to what Manahcm laid, as h.aving no luqxs of 
fuch advancement ; but a liuie altcrward, wlicn 
he was fo fortunate as to be advanced (o tlic 
dignity of king, and wa.s in the heig.htofhis 
dominion, he lent for hvlanahem, and afked 
him. How long he flicnild rtign ? Manahcm 
did not tell him the full lengtli cd his reign ; 
wherefore, upon that Idcnce ol his, lie afked 
him farther, Whether he hhculd reign itu 
years, or not? He replied, “ Yew, rvvemy 
years, nay, thirty ycais,” but did not'afhgn 
the juft determinate limit ol his icicn. Herod 
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waf, ialihGccl with thcfe vcpllvs; and gave hlana- j 
hem hh hand, and diini'drcd lilm, and from | 
tliartirne he ccaitinucdto honour all the Eflens. | 
'\Ve hive thought it proper to relate tliefe fadls , 
to our readers, hoiv dran^ e foever they he, and 
;o declare what hath liap[)cned anipng us, he- | 
eaufc many of thefe Efleiis liave, by their ex- ' 
eel'ent virtue, been thought vnatb.y of this ; 
knoiviedge ol cfr'inc revelation;.. | 


c n A r. xf. 

Rvvo Hi'roi' rebuilt i!>c ’Temple^ and raifed it 
hiiibcr, n,hl made It more magirju'cnt than it 
. <ii\is before ; as aifo ewirermn^ that ‘Tower 
witch he called Antoma. 

§ I. X N.D novv'-flerod, in the eighteenth 
jT year of hi» reign, and after the adis 
already mentiotud, undoitook a very great 
work, that is, to Iiuiltl of himfelf the temple 
of God, and make it huger in coinpafs, and to 
raife it to a moll migniheent altitude, as ef- 
tceming it to he the mod glorious of all his 
adions, as it really was, to bring it to perfec¬ 
tion, and that this would he fullicient for an 
everlafting memorial of him ; hut as he knew 
the .multitude were not ready nor wdlling to 
allill him in fo vail a delign, he thought to 
prepare them lirll by making a Ipccch to them, 
and then to let about the work itl'elf; fo he cal¬ 
led them together, and Ipake thus to them : 
“ I think 1 need not fpeak to you, my country¬ 
men, about fuch ether works as I have done 
fmcc I came to tUe kingdom, although I may 
fay they have been performed in fuch a manner- 
as to bring more fccuiity to you than glory to 
myfelf; for I have neither been negligent in 
the mod difficult times about wkat tended to 
eafe your nceeffitics, nor have the buildings I 
have made been fo proper to preferye me as 

* We ni.iy lierc obferve, that the fancy of the modern 
lews in calbng tins tempie, \vhic,h was really the third of 
their temples' the fecorJ tempk* followed fo long by later 
Chriftians kerns to be tvithoilt any folid foundation. 
The rcalon why the Chriftians Itefc follow the Jews, is, - 
beeaufc the prophecy of Hagjai ii. 6,—9...whieh they ' 
expound of the Mclliah’s coming to the fecoud or Zoro- 


yourfclves from injuries; And 1 imaging that, 
with God’s affillanee, 1 have advanced the iia- 
tion of the Jews to a degree of happinefs which 
they never had before: and for the-particulcir 
edifices hclfmging to yonr own country, and 
your own cities, as alfo to thole cities that wc 
have lately acejuired, which wc have ereded, 
and greatly adorned, and theteby augmented 
the dignity of your nation, It feem’s to me a 
nccdlefs tafk to enumerate them to you, I'uicc 
you well know them yourfelves ; but as to that 
undertaking which 1 have a mind to let about 
at prefent, and which will be a work of the 
greatefl piety and excellence that can poffihly 
be undertaken by us, I will now declare it to 
you. Our fathers Indeed, when they were re¬ 
turned from Babylon, built this temple to God 
Almighty, yet docs it want fixty cubits of its 
largenefs in altitude, for ib much did that firll 
temple which Solomon built exceed this tern * 
pie : nor let any one condemn our fathers for 
their negligence or want of piety herein, for il 
was not their fault that the temple was no 
higher, for they were Cyrus, and Darius, the 
fon of Hyftafpes, who determined the meafurcs 
for its rebuilding : and it hath been by reafoa 
of the fubjedion of thofe fathers of ours to them 
and to their pollerity, and after them to the 
Afacedoniafts, that they had not the opportu¬ 
nity, to follow the original model of this pious 
edifice, nor could raife it to Its ancient altitude : 
but fince I am now, by God’s will, your go¬ 
vernor, and 1 have had peace a long time, and 
have gained great riches, and large revenues, 
and, what is the principal thing of all, I am 
in amity with, and well regarded by the Ro¬ 
mans, who, if 1 may fo fay, are the rulers of 
the whole world, I will d.Q my endeavour to. 
corred that inl^erfedlion, which hath arifen 
from the neceffify of our aSairs, and the fla- 

very 

babePs temple, of which they fuppofe tfeis of- Herod to 
be only a continuation, which is meant, I think, of his 
coming to the jhvrfh and hjl temple, or to that future 
largeft and molt Morions one deferibed by. Eackiel: 
whence I take the fornoer notioBi how general foever, to*" 
be a gti’at iniftakc. See J^it.-,, Aetomp. of Prdph. p. 24. 
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very we have been under formerly, and to 
make a thankful return, after the moft pious 
^manner, to God, for what blefllngs I have re- 
-ecived frona him, by giving me this kingdom, 
and that by rendering his temple as complete 
as I afh able.” • i 

2. And this was the fpeech which Herod 
made to them ; but ftill this fpccch affrighted i 
many of the people, as being unexpedted by 
them, and becaufe it feemed incredible, it did 
not encourage them, but put a damp upon them ; 
for they were affraid that he would pull down 
the whole edifice, and not be able to bring his 
intentions to perfedlion for its rebuilding ; and 
this danger appeared to them to be very great, 
and the vaftnefs of the undertaking to be fuch, 
as could hardly be accornplilhed. But while 
rhey were in this difpofition, the king encour- 
aired them : and told them, “ He would not 
pull do^^m their temple till all things were got¬ 
ten ready for building it up entirely again.” 
And as he promifed them this before-hand, fo 
iic did not break his word with them, but got 
ready a thoufand waggons, that were to bring 
hones for the building, and chofe out ten thou- 
fiind of the moft fkilful workmen, and bought 
a thoufand facerdotal garments for as many of 
the priefts, and had fomc of them taught the 
arts of ftone-cutfers, and others of carpenters, 
and then began to build, but this not till every 
thing was well prepared for the work. 

3 . So Herod took away the old foundations, 
and laid others, and erecftcd the temple upon 
them, being in length an hundred cubits, and 
in height twenty additional cubits, which 
[twenty] upon the * finking of their founda¬ 
tions, fell down ; and this part it was that we 
refolved to ralfe again in the d4ys of Nero. 
Now the temple was built of ftones that, were j 

* Some of our modern ftudents in architedure have j 
made a llrange Blunder here, when they imagine that Jo- 
fephus aflirms the entire foundations of the temple or ho¬ 
ly hovife funl down into the rocky moontain on which it 
good no lefs than twenty cubits 5 whereas he is clear, 
that they were the foundations of the additional 20 cubits 
ca^y above the hundred (made perhaps weak on purpofc, 
and only for fliew ond grandpur) that funk 01 fell down, 
as Dr Hudfon rightly underftands him : nor is the thing 
Itfclf poinbic in the other fenfe. Agrippa’s preparation 
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white and ftrong, and each of their Icngtii was 
twenty-five cubits, their height was ciglir, and 
their breadth about twelve; and the ctho’c 
ftructure, as alfo the ftrudlure ol the royal clo:]- 
ter, were on each fide much k v,cr, but the 
middle was much higher, till thvV were vihbu 
to thofe that dwelt in the country for a grea" 
many furlongs, but chiefly to fuch as liveii 
over-againft them, and tliofc fliai ajiproachcu 
to them. The had doors alio at tlic- 

I entrance, and lintels over (hem, of the fame 
height with the temple itlelf. Hiey were adorn¬ 
ed with embroidered vails, with their flower, 
of purple, and pillirs interwoven: and ove." 
thefe, but under the ctown-work, was ipreau 
out a golden vine, with its branches hanging 
down from a great height, the largencfs and 
fine workmanfhip of which was a furpriliiu';_ 
fight to the fpctlators, to fee what vafl mate¬ 
rials there weie, and with what great fkill the 
workmanlhip was done. He al/b encompaf- 
fed the entire temple with very large cloifiers, 
contriving them to be in a due proportion 
thereto ; and he laid out larger films of money 
upon them than had been done before him, 
till it feemed that no one elfc had fo greatly 
adorned the temple as he had done. There 
was a large wall to both the cloiftcrs, which 
j wall was irfclf the moft prodigious work that 
} was ever heard of hy man. The hill was a 
rocky ai'eent, that declined by degrees towards 
the eaft jrarts of the city, till it came to an ele¬ 
vated level. Th is hill it was which Solomon, 
who was the firft of our kings, by divine reve- 
valation cncompafl'cd with a wall ; it was of 
excellent workmanlhip upwards, and round 
the top of if. He alfo built a wall below, be¬ 
ginning at the bottom, which was ciKoinpafrcd 

by 

for building the Inner pirt, of temple 20 c ibits higher,. 
(fliftory of the War, B. V. ch. j. <5 ;.) mult in all prob..- 
bility refer to this matter, fmee Jolephus fays here, that 
this which had fallen down was dtfigned to be railed up 
again under Ncio, under whom Agrippa nials that pre¬ 
paration. But what Jofeptius fays } iclfritiy, tint Solo¬ 
mon was the firfe king of ti c Jews, appe-r.s by the p jr. !- 
Icl place, Antiq. B. XX.. ihap. ix. f 7. .nid oihei placet, 
to be meant only the fi’-ii. of Deeds 'cllerity, aik tlie 
firlt builder of the tempA. 
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by a deep valley; and at the fouth fide he laid 
xocks together, and bound them one to another 
with lead, and included fome of the inner parts, 
till it proceeded to a great height, and till both 
the largenefs of the fquare edifice, and its alti¬ 
tude, were imanenfe, and till the vaftnefs of 
the ftones in the front were plainly vifible on 
the outfide, yet fo th.at the inward parts were 
faftened together with iron, and preferved the 
joints immoveable fo'- all future times. When- 
this work [for the foundation] was done in 
this manner, and joined together as part of the 
biil itfcif to the very top of it, lie wrought It 
all into one outward furface, and filled up the 
hollow places which were about the w^all, and j 
made it a level on the external upper furface, 
and a fmooth level alfo. This hill was walled 
all round, and in compafs four furlongs, [the 
diftance of] each angle containing in length a 
furlong: but within this v/all, on the very top j 
of all, there ran anotlier wall of ftone alfo, 
having, on the eaft quarter, a double cloiller, 
of the fame length with the wall; ir the 
midll of which was the temple itlelf. This 
cloifter looked to the gates of the temple ; and 
it had been adorned by many kings in former 
times : And round about the entire temple 
were fixed the fpoils taken from barbarous na¬ 
tions ; all thefc had been dedicated to the tem- 
j)lc by Herod, wdth the addition of thofe he 
liad taken from tlic Arabians. i 

4 . Now on the north fide [of the teinjilc] 
was built a citadel, whofe w^alls w'crc fquate, 
and firong, and of extraordinary ilrmncfs. 
This citadel w'^as built by the kings of the Ala- 
inonean race, who were alfo high priefls be¬ 
fore Herod, and they called it the Toivcr, in 
which wore rqiofitcd the veflments of tlic high 
priefi, w’hieh the high prieft only put on at the 
t-ime when he svas to offer facrilicc. Thefe 
vc'lmeuts king Herod kept in that place ; and 
after his death they were under the power of 
the Romans, until the time of Tiberius Crefar; 
under whofe reign Vitellius, (he prcfidcnl of i 
eiyria, when he once cainc to Jcrufalem, and 
had been mofi magnificently received by the 
rnuhitude, he had a mind to make them fome ! 
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requital for the kindnefs they had flrewn him ; 
fo, upon their petition to have thofe holy veR- 
ments in their own power, he wrote about 
them to Tiberius C.-efar, \vhc> grained his re-, 
queft : and this their power over the i'acerdotal 
vcRments continued with tire Jews till the deallj 
of king Agrippa ; but after that, Caffius Lon¬ 
ginus, who was prefident of Syria, Cu^jiius 
Fadus, wlio was procurator of Judea, enjoined 
the Jews to repofite thofe veftments in the tow'cr 
of Antonia ; for that they ought to have them 
1 in their power, as they‘formerly had. How¬ 
ever, the Jews fent ambaffadors to Claudius 
Csefar to intercede with him for lliefn ; upon 
wliofe coming, king Agrippa, jun. being then 
at Rome, afleed for and obtained the power 
over them frqm the emperor, who gave com¬ 
mand to Vitellius, who v/as then commander 
in Syria, to give it them accordingly, lleforc 
that time they were kept under the feal of the 
high prieft, and of the trcaftircrs of the temple ; 
which treafurers, the day before a fellival, went 
I up to the Roman captain of the temple-guard g 
I and viewed their owm feal, and received the 
; veftments; and again, when tlie feftival was 
I over, they brought it to the fame place, and 
i fhew'ed the captain of the temple-guards their 
feal, which correfponded with his feal, and rc- 
pofited them there. And tiiat thefe things 
were fo, the affli£tions that happetied to us 
afterward [about them] arefufficient evidence : 
But for the tower itfelf, when Herod the king 
of the Jews had fortified it more firmly than 
before, in order to fecure and guard the temple, 
he gratified Antonius, who was his friend, and 
the Roman ruler, and then gave it the name of 
the 'Tower of Antonia. 

■ 5 . Now in the wefte^n quarters of the in- 
clofure of the temple there were four gates ; 
the firft led to the king’s palace, and went to a 
paffage over the intermediate valky, two more 
led to the fuburbs of the city, and the laft led 
to the other city, where the road defeendul 
down into the valley by a great number of 
fteps, and thence up again by the afeent jTor t|i,e 
city lay over-againft the-temple in the manner 

of 
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of a theatre, aad was eucompaHed with a deep || 
v.illey along the oTxtlrc ioutii quarter ; h\it tlie j 
1''ll rill front of the temple, which was fouth- j 
ward, had indeed itfcif gates in its middle, rs 
;: ll’o it had the royal cloilders, with three walks, I 
which I cached in iength from the call valley ' 
irnto that on th(i well, for it wnas impollihlc it ' 
lliould reach any farther; and tiiis cloillcr de- ! 
lerves to he mentioned better thait any other ’ 
under the Inn ; for while th.e valley was very 1 
deep, and its bottom could not be teen, if you 
looked from above into the depth, this farther | 
vallly high elevation of the cloillcr Hood upon I 
that height, irifomuclt, that if any one looked ! 
down from the top of the battlcn\ents, or down 
both thole altitutles, he wordd he giddy, 1 
while lifs Iigl'.t could not reach to fuch an im- j 
:nenle depAh. This cioiller laid pillars that 1 
Hood in four rows, cmc over-agaiid't tltc other 1 
all along ; for the fourth row was interwoven i 
into the wall, which [alfo was built of ilonc] ; > 
and the thicknefs of each pillar avas iuch, that 
tiirec men might, with their arms extended, 
i'athom it round, and join their iiands again, 
while its length was tweaty-feven feet, with a I 
dfmblc Ipu'al at its bafis ; and the number of j 
all the pillars [in tliat court] was an hnndrcd i 
and lixty-two. I'helr chapiters were made 
with fculptures after the Corinthian order, and 
caufed an amazement [to the fpedlators] by 
rcafon of the grandeur of the wdiole. 'J’liefe 
four rows of pillars included three intervals for 
walking in the middle of this dolller ; two of 
which walks were made parallel to each other, 
and were contrived after the fame manner ; the 
breadth of each of them was thirty feet, the 
length was a furlong, and the height fifty feet; 
but the breadth of tlie iniddie part of the cloillcr 
was one and an half of the breadth of the other, 
and the height was double, for it was much 
higher than thofc on each fide ; hut the roofs 

* Info nont of ilH'ft: three did king Herod enter, t. e. I. not 
»*+»> th? couu of the priefls ; 2. nor into tiie holy houl'c 
ittclf; 3. nor into the feparate place belonging to the 
altar, as the words I'ollowing.imply ; for none hut priefts, 
or their attendants the Levites, rniglit cornc into any of j 
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were a.lorned with deep fculptures in wo'al, 
rcprd. niing- nt niy inrls of iiginxs : The mid- 
il!e was mud: higher tli.in tiie rdl, emd th;; 
wall of the iVout was adi^rneti with beams, 
rdliiig- u})on ['iliars, th.it were inicrwuc^eu into 
it, .nul that ftxiut was all of polilhctl Hone, in- 
Icaiuich, that it.s finenef;; to ludi a:; 1; vl uot 
Icc!) it was incretlible, and. to iiidi .i.;had f;c;i it 
was greatly amazing', 'fiiu; w .is the fi! Il in- 
doliue. In the midli of wliidg .ou! not far 
from it, was the feeond, to lie go;ic up to hv 
a few lljps : this was eucompdlc i bv a llon'-.- 
wall f(;r a partition, with an inferi]>t;on, v.’b.ich 
forbad any foreigner to go in under pdn of 
death. Now this inner inelolurc had cm its 
iouthern ami northern quarters tlrrec gales 
[ccjually] diltant one from another • but on the 
call ([uarter, towards tb.e (Uti-iiiing;, tlicre was 
one large gate, through which i’ueh a ; were 
pure came in, together with their wives ; but 
the temple f irthcr in ward in tliat gate w.i'. nc't 
allowed to t'lc women ; be' Hill iiuoe i;.\varc,i 
was there a tired [comt in ll.e] i aq le, vd.tie- 
into it was mu lawful for any tiiu the priclls 
! alone to enter. The temple itfdi v.as within 
this ; and before that temple was tlie .diar, upon 
wdiid; W’e ofilr (.nr facriiices and hrrnt-c.irc! ings 
to CJod. In'o •' none oi tlidc tiiree did king 
Herod enter; for he was foi'i)i<id(’u, !,.oaiiiehc 
was not a pried. However, l-.e tmik care of 
the doilf M'S, and the outer iiub ejro., .nui tlid : 

I lie built in eiglit years. 

9. IfUT the temj'ie iddl wo;, imilt !jv the 
priefls in a year and fix month.s; ujion wliieh 
all the people were full ol’ loy ; and pre'eiitly 
they returned thanks, in ihehrli ] laee, r-' ( h-.d, 
land, in the next place, for llu a!, writv ilic 
j king had fliewm. f’hey fe.illed, and ‘•dcL'r.t- 
ted this rebuilding of the temple : And her the 
king, he facrificcd three hundred (.ven to (.foci, 
as tiid the rcfl, every c>no aect-rdirg to lit;- alii- 

1;'.y : 

diem. See .Aiitiq. B. W'l. clop. iv. ( (<■ n-r. o- I'lmi.I 
goes into the tctnjiic, and makes a rpcetii .n i' i’> die j.r.v 
pic j but that could only he into the e.uirt o! n a.ofi k'ti 
the people could come to hear lain. 

0 Zr 
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lity : tlic number of which facrifices it is not 
pohible to fct down, for it cannot be that wc 
ihoiiid truly relate it; lor at tlic fame time 
with this .celebration for the work about the 
temple'fell alio the day of the king’s inaugura¬ 
tion, which he kept of an old cuftorn as a 
fcllival, and it now coincided with the other, 
which coincidence of them both made the 
fellival moll; illuftrious. 

7 . There wms alio an occult paffage built 
for the king; it led from Antonia to the inner 
temple, at its eallern gate ; over which he allb 
credled for himfclf a tower, that he might 

■* 'I’liis tvuliiion wlii' h h'fcj'hu.s here mentions, as de¬ 
livered down Iroin Eithcrs re their ehildten, of this par¬ 
ticular remurL.'.bIc eircumd.inee relating to the Iniilding 
of Herod’s temple, is a dcnionlbation that fueli its build¬ 
ing was a known thing in Judea in liis time. He was 
nova but 46 years after it is related to have been finiflied, 
and might himfelf have feen and fpoken with i'oine ol the 
imilders themfelves, and with a great number of tliofe that 
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have the opportunity of a ■ fubterraneous ac¬ 
cent to the temple, in order to guard agr 
any fedition which might he made by the 
' pie againll their kings. It is alfo * reported, 

! during the time that the temple was huildiug.^ 
I it ditl not rain in the day-time, but that the Ihow- 
‘ ers fell in the nights, lo that tfe work was not 
I lundered. And this our fathers have delivered 
to us; nor is it incredible, if any one have re¬ 
gard to the other manifellations of God. And 
thus was performed the work of the rebuilding 
of the temple.. 

bail feen it building. The doubt therefore about the truti 
of this Indory, ol tlie pulling down .md rebuilding tin . 
temple by Herod, u hich fomc weak people have indulged, 
was not then much greater than it foon may be, whethei 
or no our St Paul’s church in London wa.s burnt down in 
Uic lire of London J). 1666, and rebuilt by Sir Chnt ■ 
topher Wren a little afterward. 
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Containing the Interval of Twelve Tears. 

j Fron^ the iiniiLing tiic Temple by Herod to the Death of Alexandek.- 

and Arlstobulus,] 


C II A P. I. 

J of HcroJ about 'Thieves, Salome and 
Tht roras calumniate Alexander and Arijlohu- 
lus upon their Return from Rome,, for whom 
yet Ht roJ provides JVives. 

^ I. A S king Herod was very jealous in 
/ja the adminillration of liis entire 
I ^ government, and defirous to put 
a Aop lo particular ads of injuftice wliieh were 
done by criminals about the city and country, 


he made a law, no way like our original laws, 
and wdiich he enadled of himfelf, to expofe 
houfe-hreakers to be ejedled out of his king¬ 
dom ; which punilhment was not only griev¬ 
ous to be borne by the offenders, but contained 
in it a diffolution of the cuftoms of our fore¬ 
fathers, for this Aavery to foreigners, and fuch 
as did not live after the manner of Jews ; and 
this neceihty that they were under, to do what- 
foever fuch men fhould command, was an of¬ 
fence againll our religious fettlement, rather 

than 
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ilian a pxinifhment to fuch as were found to 
have offended, fuch a punilhment being avold- 
! in our original laws; for thofe laws ordain, 
r!nt the thief fliall reffore fourfold ; and 
r’l.u if he have not fo much, he lhall be fold 
indeed, but not to foreigners, nor fo that he 
Lie under perpcuial llavery, for he mull have 
i);ea rcleafed after fix years. But this law, 
ihus enabled, in order to introduce a fevere 
and illegal punilhment, feemed to be a piece 
if infolencc in Herod, when he did not ad 
as a king, but as a tyra.it; and thus contemp- 
tuoully, and without any regard to his lubjeds, 
did he venture to introduce Inch a puailhmcur. 
Now this penalty, thus brought into pradice, 
uMs !i.kc Herod’s other adions, and became a 
part of his accufation, and an occafion of the 
hatred he lay under. 


I 


I 

I 


and to make Herod take away that kiniliK-f-' 
from ids fobs wFiich Ire had Iiefoie borne to 
them ; for they did not lay thefe things to him 
openly, but feattored abroad fiicb. wirrds among 
the ixft of the multitude ; from wlrieh'word: , 
when carried to 1 lerod, lie weis induced [at I.iilT 
'■> luite them, and which natural ailedion it 
icll, even in length of time, was not aide to 
evcrcoine ; yet was the king at that time in a 
coiiuition to prefer the natural aiiedfiu I'f a fi - 
t.hcr bdote all the lulpicions and. cabiiauies !ui 
foirs lay under : 80 he refpeded them as h- 
ouglit to do, and married them to wives, iio>r 
they were of an age fuitahie t’liereto. d'o Ard- 
tolmlus lie gave for a wife Bcrifiee, 8 dome’s 
daugiiler, and to Alexander (Uaphyra, the 
daiigiUcr oi Archelaus, king ol Cappadocia. 


• 2 . Now at this tinre it was that he failed to 
Italy, as very defirous to meet with Caviar, and 
to lee his fons wlio lived at Rome: and C.xfar 
was not only very obliging to him in other re- 
i'peds, but delivered Irim his fons again, that 
he might take them home with him, as having 
edready completed thcmfdvcs in the fciences; 
iiut as foon as the young men were come from 
Italy, the multitude were very ddirous to fee 
them, and they became confpicuous among 
them all, as adorned with great bldlings of 
fortune, and having the countenances of per- 
lons of royal dignity. So they foon appeared 
to be the objeds of envy to Salome, the king's 
liffer, and to fuch a^s had raifed calumnies 
againft Mariamne ; for they were fufplcions, 
that when thefe came to the government, they 
jhould be punilhed for the v/ickednefs they had 
been guilty of againft their mother ; fo they ; 
made this very fear of theirs a motive to raile ' 
calumnies againft them alio.. 'I hey gave it out, j 
that they were not pleafed with their father’s i 
company, becaufe he had put their mother to [ 
death, as if it were not agreeable to piety to 1 
appear to converfe tyith tlieir mother’s nnirdcr- 
er. I^ow by carrying thefe ftovic:;, that had j 
iiTdeccl a true foundation [in the fad] but were 
only built on probabilities, as to the ’preient ac- 
cufatioti, they were able to do them mifchief, 


.C IT A P. II. 

Hm' Herod inmee failed to : aial boiv 

upon the (loinpla 'iiit of the ffe-iz’s in hnda a- 
gain/} the Creels, /Igri/Jhi i onjirn'idthe Laves 
of the /fews in tbein. 

§ 1 . "’K^THRN Herod had dilj'siiclicd thcle 
W affairs, and lie undci hood tliat 
Marcus Agripjia had failed again out of Italy 
into Alia, he made liafte to liim, and iicfougiit 
him to come to him into his kingdom, and to 
partake of what lie might julllv cx]''cd from 
one that had been his gueft, and veas nis fiieuu. 
'Phis reipiell he greatly prelled, and to it A- 
grippa agreed, and came into Judea ; where¬ 
upon Herod omitted nothing that might ])]cafc 
him-. He entertained him in his neiv-built 
cities, and Ihewcd him the cc'iiiccs he had 
built, and provided ail forts of the litft aiu! 
moil collly dainties for him and hi:, irieiid;-, 
and that at Sebafte, and Cadarea, aliout that 
port that he, had Imilt, and ar tin; fijitndlcs 
which he had creeled at great ogj-'icc:-, Alcx- 
andrium, and Herodium, and IpTsania. He 
alfo conduced to the ciiy ji ivu'alein, 

where all the people met him in ilitir hjliv,,! 
garments, and received hi.-n '.vitli ;::.cl.!matioKs. 
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Ac^rippa alfo oflcrcd an hecatomb of facrificc?. 
to God ; and fea(lcd the people, without omit¬ 
ting any of the greateft dainties that could be 
gotten. He alfo took fo much plealure tliere, 
that he-abode many days vvitn them, and would 
willingly have Raid longer, but that tiie fcafon 
of the year made him nuikc halle aweiy ; lor, 
as winter was coming on, he th«,Light; it not 
fiife to go fo lea later, and yet he avas of ncccf- 
iity to return again fo Ionia. 

2. So Agrippa went away, wlicn Idcrod 
l\ad bellowed on him, and on the jtrincipal of 
ihofe that were with him, many prei'ents; hut 
king I'lerod, when he liad [uifVed the winter in 
ills own dominions, made lialle to get to him 
again in the fpring, wlicn he knew he dciigned 
to go to a campaign at the Bolphorus. So 
evhen he had failed hy Rhodes, and hy Cos, 
be tonehed at Lclbos, as thinlsiiig he ihould 
h.avc overtaken Agrippa there ; but he was ta¬ 
ken flmrt Imre bv a north wind, wiiich hinder- 
('j his iliin fnnn going to the iliorc ; fo he con- 
tinticd many days at (ihius, and there he kind¬ 
ly treated a great many that came to him, and 
obliged them by giving thean royal gifts. And 
when he faw that the portico of the city was 
fallen down, which, as it wnas overthrown in 
tire Mithriilalic w'ar, and was a very large and 
line building, fo was it not lb cafy to rebuild 
that a;; it unas the rcil ; )-et did he furuifli a 
him not only Arg" cnongli for that purpofe, 
blit vrhat was more than liilhelcnt to finilTi the 
building; and ord.cred t'lcin not to overlook 
that poiiien, hut to rebuild !■ quickly, that fo 
til..; vitv inigltt recover its jarojH'r ornaments. 
/\:id when the liigh winds were laid, he failed 
!o hliiv’ene, and ihcncc to Byzantium ; and 
Lvhen he heard that Agrippa was lailed beyond 
r'lC Cyuu’.m rocks, he made all the hafie pni- 
bhle to ovcitiikc Itim, and came up witli fiim 
.ii)out Sinope, in Bontus. He wa.s feen hailing 
nv tito ilu’pmen moll uncxpcOcdly, but ap- 
pcircd to iheir gre.rt joy; and many fricTidiy 
;.i! jr uions tie,'re were between them, infomuch, 
til It Agrippa thought he hgd rceeiveci (hegreat- 
viL rn.irks of the king’s kindnefs and humanity 
5 t;yv,uds l-im poillblc, fmcc thekinghad come fo 


loiig a voy.age, and at a very proper fcafon for 
his alliilance, and had left the government of 
i liis own dominions, and thought it more wort’' 
Ills while to come to him. Accordingly lie- 
rod was all and all to Agrippa in the manage¬ 
ment of the war, and a great affiftant in civil 
ahairs, and in giving him counqil as to particular 
matters. He was alfo a jtleafant companion 
for him when he relaxed himfdf, and a joinl 
partaker with him in all things ; in troubles 
bccaufe of his kindnelis, and in profperity be- 
caulc of the relpcH Agrippa had for him. 
Now as foon as thofe aftairs of Pontu.s woe 
liiiillicd, ibr whole lake Agrippa was lent thb 
tlicr, they did not think fit to return by lea, 
but p.aUcd through Paphlagouia, and Cappado¬ 
cia ; they then travelled thence over great I’ln y- 
gla, and came to Ephel'iis, and then they 
lailed from P.phefus to Samos ; And inclectl 
the king bellowed a great many benefits cm 
every city that he came to, according as thev 
Rood in need of them ; for as for thofe tha: 
wanted either money or kind treatment, lie was 
not wanting to them, but he ftipplicd the for¬ 
mer hiinfelf our of his own cxpcnces : he alfo 
became an intercciror with Agrippa for all j'ucb 
as fought after his Evvour, and he hrouglit 
things fo about, that the petitioners failccl in 
none of their fuits to him, z\grippa being him- 
fclf of a good difpolition, and of great gcnc- 
rofity, and ready to grant all fuch reqiiells as 
might he advantageous to the petitioners, pro¬ 
vided they were not to the detriment of others. 
The inclination of the king was of great weight 
alio, and ftill excited Agrippa, wdio was him- 
felf ready to do good ; for he made a reconcili¬ 
ation for tlic people of Ilium, at whom he vras 
angry, and paid what money the people of 
Chius owed Cxlar’s procurators, and dllcharged 
them of their tributes; and helped all others, 
according as their feveral neceffities required. 

3. But now, when Agrippa and J-Ierod 
were in Ionia, a great multitude of jews, who 
dwelt in their cities, came to them, and |aying 
hold of the opportunity and the liberty nbw 
given them, laid before them the injuries which 

they 
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they fuffered, while they were not permitted 
to life their own laws, but were compelled to 
p>-orecute their law-fuits, by the ill tifage of the 
judges, upon their holy days, and were de¬ 
prived of the money they uled to lay up at 
le/ufalem, and wefe forced into the'arrny, and 
upon fuch other offices as obliged them to 
fpeiid their facred money; from which har¬ 
dens they always ufed to be freed by the 
Romans, who had ftill permitted them to live 
according to their own laws. Wiien this cla- 
!iioar was made, the king defired of Agrippa 
that he would hear their caiife, and alligued 
Nicolaus, one of his friends, to plead for thofe 
their privileges. Accordingly, when Agrippa 
liad called the principal of the Romans, and 
iheh of the kings and rulers as were there, to 
he his airdfors, Nicolaus hood up, and pleaded 
tor the Jews, as follows : “ It is of neccliity in- 
ciimhcnt on fuch as are in diilrefs to have rc- 
courle to thofe that have it in their power to 
free them from thofe injures they lie under; 
and for thofe that now are complainants, they 
approach you with great affurance ; for as they 
have formerly often obtained your favour, fo 
lar as they have even wiffied to have it, they 
now only intreat that you, who have been the do¬ 
nors, will take care that thofe favours you have 
already granted them may not be taken away 
from them. Wc have received thefe favours 
from you, who alone have power to grant them, 
but have them taken from us by fuch as are no 
greater than ourfelves, and by fuch as we know 
are as much fubjedls as we are ; and certainly, 
if we have been vouchfafed great favours, it 
is to our commendation, who have obtained 
them, as having been found deferving of fuch 
great favours ; and if thofe favours be but fmall 
ones, it would be barbarous for the donors not 
to confirm them to us; And for thofe that are 
the hinderance of the Jews, and ufe them re¬ 
proachfully, it is evident that they affront both 
the receivers, while they will not allow thofe 
to be worthy men to whom their excellent ru- 
left therafelves have borne their teftimony, and 
the donors, while they, defire thofe favours al¬ 
ready granted may be abrogated. Now if any 
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one nioiild aflc thefe Gentiles thcmfclvcs, whicli 
of the two things they w(iuld clui'c to part 
with, tlieir lives, or tlie cuRoms of their forc- 
lathcrs, their folcmnirles, llitir lacrhiccs, their 
icRivals, which lliey celebrated in honour c.l 
tliolc they fnppofe to be gods ? I know very 
Well that they would chufc to fuffer any thing 
whatfoever rather than a dillolution of any of 
the cudonis of their forefathers; lor a great 
many of them have rather eliofcn to go fo war 
on that account, as very felicitous jiot to tranf- 
grefs in thofe matters : And indeed we take tm 
eftimatc of that hajtpinefs wliicli all mankind 
do now enjoy by your means iVorn this very 
thing, tliat we arc allowed every one to wor- 
fhip as our own inflilutiens require, and yet to 
live [in peace ;] and althougli they would not 
be tlius treated thcmfelvcs, yet do tliey endeti- 
vour to conqml others to comply with them, 
as if it were not as great an in.Rance cjf iirq'ic'- 
ty, profanely to diffolvc the religious ft leiuni- 
ties of any others, as to he negligent in tlie 
obfervation of their own toward their gods. 
And let us now confulcr the one of ihdc prac¬ 
tices ; Is there any people or city, or coinmu- 
nlty of men, to wliom your povcrnnu'nt, and 
tlic Roman power, docs not appeal to be tiie 
greateft hleffing ? Is there <any one tliat can 
delire to make void the favours they have 
granted ? No one is certainly fo iiKui; for there 
are no men but fuch as have been partakers of 
their favours, both public and private ; and in¬ 
deed thofe that take aw'ay what you have grant¬ 
ed can have no allurancc, but every one of 
their own grants made them by you mav be 
taken froin them aho : which grants of } oin-.s 
can yet never be fufficicntly valued ; for if they 
confider the old governments under bi;)gs, to¬ 
gether with your prefent government, belidcs 
the great number of benefits which this govern¬ 
ment hath beftowed on them, in order to their 
happinefs, this is inftead of all the relf, that 
they appear to be no longer in a ftatc of flavc- 
ry, but of freedom. Now the privileges we dc- 
fire, even when we are in the hell circiiiaftan- 
ces, are not fuch as deferve to been envied; for 
7 A we 
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we are indeed in a profperous ftatc by your 
means, bur this is only in common with others; 
aud it is no more than this which wc delire, 
to preferve our religion without any prohibi¬ 
tion, which as it appears not in itfelf a privi¬ 
lege to be envied us, fo it is for the advantage of 
thofe that grant it to us ; for if the Divinity de¬ 
lights in being honoured, it mull delight in 
tiiofe that permit them to he honoured: and 
there are none of our cuftoms which are inhu¬ 
man, but all tending to piety, aud devoted to 
the prefervatiou of juftice-; nor do we conceal 
thofe injundlions of ours by which we govern 
our lives, they being memorials of piety, and 
of a friendly converfation among men: And 
* the feventh day we fet apart from labour; 
it is dedicated to the learning of our culloms 
and laws, we thinking it proper to refleeft on 
them, as well as on any [good] thing elfe, in 
order to our avoiding of fm. If any one there¬ 
fore examine into our ohfcrvanccs, lie W'ill find 
they are good in themfelves, and that they are 
ancient alfo, though ibme think ol herwife, in- 
fomuch, that thole wlio have received them 
cannot cafdy be brought to depart from them, 
out of that honour they pay to the lenglli of 
time they have religioully enjoyed them and 
obferved them. Now our advcrlarics take tbele 
our privileges away in the way of injulllcc: they 
violently fei'/e upon that money of ours which 
is oifered to God, and called iacred money, and 
this openly after a iacrilcgious manner ; and they 
jmpofc tributes upon us, and bring us before 
trllnmals on holy days, and tlien require other 
like debts of us, not becaufe the contraifls re¬ 
quire it, and for their own advantage, but bc- 
caufc they would })ut an affront on our re¬ 
ligion, of wliich they are confeious as well as 
we, and have indulged themfelves in an unjMd, 
and to them, involuntary hatred ; for your go¬ 
vernment over all is one, tending to the eftab- 
lilhing of benevolence, and aholiflung of ill- 
will among fut h as are dilpoied to it. This is 
therefore vvliat we implore from thee, moft ex- 

* Wc may here obferve the ancient prafticc of the Jews, 
of dedicating the Sabbath-day, not to idlcnefs, but to the 
learning their facred rites and religious cuftoms, and to 
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cellent Agrippa, that we may not be ill-trc-'^ 
that we may not be abufed ; that we mav 
hindered from making ufe of our r 
toms ; nor be defpoiled of our goodo , uui 
forced by tlicfe men to do what we ourfelvcs 
force nobody to do ; for thefe privileges of oqrs 
arc not only according to juftice, but have for¬ 
merly been granted us by you: And wc are 
able to read to you many decrees of the fenate, 
and the tables that contain them, which arc ftill 
extant in the capitol, concerning thefe things, 
whicli it is evident were granted, after you had 
experience of our fidelity tow'ards you, which 
ought to be valued, though no fuch fidelity 
hacl been ; for you have hitherto preferved 
what peojilc w’ere in pofl'eflion of, not to us 
only, but almoft to all men, and have added 
greater advantages than they could have hoped 
for, and thereby your government is become 
a great advantage to them. And if any one 
were able to enumerate the profperity you have 
conferred on every nation, winch they ‘poUefs 
by your means, he could never put an end t(> 
his difeourfe ; but that w'e may demonflrate 
that we are not unworthy of all thofe advanta¬ 
ges we have obtained, it will be fufticient fov 
us to fay nothing of other things, but to fpcak 
freely of this king who now governs us, and is 
now one of thy airefl'ors ; and indeed, in what 
inftance of good-will as to your houfe hath be 
been deficient ? What mark of fidelity to it hatli 
he omitted? What token of honour hath lie 
not devifed ? What occafion for his afliftance 
of you hath he not regarded at the very firft ? 
What hindcreth, therefore, but that your kind- 
neftes may be as numerous as his fo great bene¬ 
fits to you have been ? It may alfo perhaps be fit 
not here to pafs over in filence the valour oi 
his father Antipater, who, when Carfar made an 
expedition into Egypt, alfifted him with two 
thoufand armed men, and proved inferior to 
none, neither in the battles on land, nor in tlie 
management of the navy ; and what need I fuy 

any 

the meditation on the law of MofeS. The like to whicli 
we meet with clfewhere in Jol’cphus alfo agaiuft Apioii, 
B. I, § 22. ' 
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thing of how great weight thofc foldiers 
e at that jun£ture ? or how many, and liow 
eat prefents they were vouchfafed by Cxfar ? 
-iricl truly, I ought before now to have men¬ 
tioned the epiftles which Cxfar wrote to the 
fenate ; and how'Antipater had honours, and 
the freedom of the city of Rome, beftowed 
upon him; for thefe are demonllrations, both 
that we have received thefe favours by our own 
deferts, and do on that account petition thee 
for thy confirmation of them, from whom we 
had reafon to hope for tlicm, though they had 
not been given us before, both out of regard to 
our king’s difpofition towards us, and your 
difpofition towards him. And farther, we have 
!>een informed by thofe Jews that were there, 
with what kindnefs thou came into our coun¬ 
try, and liow thou offered the molt perfedf fa- 
crifices to (fod, and honoured him wnth re- 
markahle vows, and how thou gave the people 
a j'catli, and accepted of their own hofpitablc 
prefents to thee. We ought to efteem all thefe 
kind entertainments, made both by our nation 
and our city to a man who is the rider and 
manager of ib much of the public affairs, as 
indications of that friendflrip which thon haft 
returned to the Jewilli nation, and which hath 
been procured them by the family of Herod. 
So wc put thee in mind of thefe things in the 
prcfence of the king now fitting by thee, and 
make our rcqneft for no more but this, that 
what you have given us yourfelves you will 
not fee taken away by others from us.” 

5. When Nicolaus had made this fpcech, 
there was no oppoiition made to it by the 
Greeks; for this was not an enquiry made, 
in a court of juftice, but an mterceffion to pre¬ 
vent violence to be offered to the Jews any |j 
longer ; nor did the Greeks make any defence j; 
of thcmfelves, or deny what it was fuppofed ij 
they had done. Their pretence was no more 
than this, that while the Jews inhabited in their 
country, they were entirely nnjuft to them [in 
ngt jgining in their worfhip] ; but they de- 
mouftrated their generofity in this, that though 
they worlhlpped according to their own infti- 
tutions, they did nothing that ought to grieve 
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them. So when Agrippa poreeived llnu tl’.cv 
had been opprclfed by violence, lie made tlii - 
anlvver : 7 'hat, on acconnt of Herod’s good-- 
will and fricndfhip, he vras ready m grant {b<‘ 
Jews whatfoever they ftiould afk him, andlh; ': 
their retpicfts ieemed to him in ihemielves juli ; 
and that, if they requefted any thing farther, In. 
Ihould not Icruple to grant it them, provide^: 
they were no way to the detriment oi’the Ro - 
man government ; but that, while their iv- 
queft was no more than this, that what })riv!- 
legcs they had already given tliem might not he 
abrogated, he conlirnied this to them, that 
they might continue in liic olilervation of their 
own cuftoms v^itiuiut any one olfering them 
theleaft injury.” And when he had laid thus, 
he difl'olvcd the all'embly ; Upon v'hicii Herod 
ftood up, and lalutcd him, and gave him thanks 
for the kind difpofition he flaewcd to them. 
Agrippa alfo took this in a very obliging man¬ 
ner, andialatcd him again, and embraced him 
in his arms ; after which he went away from 
Ldktos, but the king determined to fail from 
Samos to his own country ; and when he had 
taken his leave of Agrippa, lie purfueJ hi;; 
voyage, and landed at (.Ixfarca in a few days 
time, as having favourable winds ; from whence 
he went to Jcrul.dein, and there gathered all 
the people together to an afl'cmhly, not a few 
being there out of the country alio. So he 
came to them, and gave tlicm a particular ac¬ 
count of all his journey, and of the affairs 01' 
all the Jews in Alia, how by his means they 
would live without injurious treatment for the 
time to come. He alfo told them of tlic entire 
good fortune he hatl met wnth, and how he 
had adminillrcd the government, and iiad not; 
neglcdled any thing which w'.':.-. for their advan¬ 
tage : and as he wa.s very joyful, lie now le- 
mittecl to them the fourth part of their taxes 
for the laft year. Accordingly, they were fo 
plcafed with his favour and fpecch to them, 
that they went their tvays with great gladnels, 
and willicd the king all manner of iuippinefs. . 

G FI A P. 
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fify'zji' DJiurhiHices arofc hi Herod'sFamily^ 
on his prej'erring ylntipater^ bis eldejl Son, 
before, the ref, till rllexavder took that Injury 
very hehio/jlv. 

^ rvnv t'le ari’ih':-; in Herod’s family 

v.'cre i:! raorc and more diforder, and 
became more fevero upon him, by the hatred 
of Salome to the younj^ men [Alexander and 
Aridobulus] which dclcended as it were by in¬ 
heritance [from tlieir mother Marlamne :] And 
as fhe had fully fucceeded againll their mother, 
fo fhe proceeded to that degree of madnefs and 
infolence, as to ciuloavour that none of her 
pofterity might be left alive, who might have 
it in their power to revenge her death, h'he 
young men had alfo lomewhat (d' a bold and 
uneafy dif])oritioa towards their father, oc- 
cafioned by the remembrance of what their 
mother had nnjuRly fulfcrcd, atid by their own 
aflediation of dominion. The old grudge vras 
alfo renewed ; and they call: rc[)roachcs on Sa¬ 
lome and Pheroras* wlu) re(|uitcd the young 
men with malicious dcitgns, and adlually laid 
trcacl'.erous I'narcs for them. Now as for this 
hatred, it was equal on I)Oth fide.'., but the man¬ 
ner of exerting that hrifrcd was different: for 
as for tlic voting men, they were rafla, reproach¬ 
ing and aib ('iiting the (.thers openly, and were 
unexperienced enough to think it the mod ge¬ 
nerous to declare their minds in that undaunted 
manner; but the others did not take that me¬ 
thod, but made vde of calumnies altera fubtile 
and a Ipiteful manner, dill provoking the young 
men, and imagining tliat their boldnefs might 
in time turn to, the offering violence to their 
r.ither; for inafmuch as they were not afhamed 
of the pretended crimes of their mother, nor 
thought file fuffered judly, thefe fuppofed that 
might at length exceed ail bounds, and induce 
them to think they ought to be avenged on 
their father, thougli it vieve by difpatching him 
with their own hands. At length it came to 
this, that the whole city was full of thefe dif- 
courfes, and, as is ufu,il in fitch contefts, the 


Imfkllfulnefs of the young men was pitied, but 
the contrivance of Salome was too hard for 
them, and what imputations fhe laid upon them 
came to be believed, by means of their own 
condudf; for they who were fo deeply afiedled 
witli the death of their mother, that wdiile 
they faid both fhe and themfejves were in a 
rniferahlc cafe, they vehemently complained of 
her pitiable end, which indeed was truly fuch, 
and faid that they were themfelves in a pitiable 
cafe alfo, becaufe they were forced to live with 
thofe that had been her murderers, and to be 
partakers with them. 

2. These dil'orders increafed greatly, and 
the king’s abfence abroad had afforded a lit op¬ 
portunity for that increafe ; but as foon as He¬ 
rod was returned, and had made the.foremcu- 
tioned fpeech to the multitude, Pherora.s and 
Salome let fall wmrds immediately, as if he were 
in great danger, and as if the young men 
openly threatened that they would not fpare 
him any longer, but revenge their mother’s 
death upon him. They alfo added another 
circumllance, that their hopes were fixed on 
Archelaus, the king of Cappadocia, that they 
Ihould he able by his means to come to Ca'fir 
and accufe their father. Upon hearing fuch 
things, Herod was immediately didurbed ; and 
indeed was the more aftcnilhcd, becaufe the 
fame things were related to him by fome others 
alfo. He then called to mind his former cala¬ 
mity, and confidered, that the diforders in his 
family had hindered him from enjoying any 
comfort from thofe that were deared to him, 
or from his wife whom he loved fo well ; and 
fufpeding that his future troubles would foon 
be heavier and greater than thofe that wc’-e pad, 
he was in great confufion of mind ; for Divine 
Providence )iad in reality conferred upon him 
a great many outward advantages for his hap- 
pinefs, even beyond his hopes, but the troubles 
he had at home were fuch as he never expeded 
to have met with, and rendered him unfortu¬ 
nate ; nay, both forts came upon him to fuch a 
degree as no one could imagine, and niade'it 
a doubtful queftion, whether upon the compa- 

rifon 
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rifon of both, he ought to have exchanged i'o 
great a fuccefs of outward good things ior (i) 
'*«- ^\ ;crit misfortunes at home, or whether he 
not to have chofen to avoid the calamities ix- 
lating to his family, though he had, lor a 
compcnl'ation, never been poireifcd of tite ad¬ 
mired grandeur.of a kingdom. 

i;. As he was thus difurbed and afilicled, 
tn order to deprefs thefc young men, he brouglit 
to court another of bis Tons, that was !)orn to 
him wlicn he was a private man ; his lunnc 
w.is /Intlpdter ; yet did he not then iudulg'c 
I'.iin as he did afterwards, wlten he was (paite i 
overcome by him, and let him do every thiiig as ! 
]te plcafcd, hut rather with a delip;n ol deprcnhng ! 
tlie ini'olen.ce of the fons of Matiainme, and , 
managing this elevation ol his lo, that it might 
be for a warning to them ; for this hold bclia- j 
viour of tlieirs j he thongln] would not he fo ; 
g';cat, it tiiey were once ]K‘rfuadcd, that the 
tnccc'don to (lie kingdom did not appertain to 
them alone, or mull of neecihty come to them. ' 
S') lie ii-.trodneed g\ntipater as their antagoniil, ' 
and imagined that he made a good provilion ; 
for dilconragl.ig their pride, and tliat after tiiis 
was done to the young men, there might he a 
proper I’ealbn lor expefting thefe to lie of a 
better difpofition ; l)ut the event proved other- 
wife than he intended ; for the young men 
thought he did them a very great injury: And 
as Antipater was a Ihrewd man, when he had 
once obtained this degree ol freedom, and be¬ 
gan to expedl greater things tlian he had 
before .hoped for, he had hut one fmglc defign 
in his head, and that was to diftrefs his breth¬ 
ren, and not at all to yield to them the pre¬ 
eminence, hut to keep clofe to his father, who 
was already alienated from them by the ca¬ 
lumnies he had heard about them, and ready 
to be wrought upon iti any way his zeal againll 
them ihould advife him to purlue, that he 
might be continually more and more lec'cre a- 
gainll them. Accordingly, all the reports that 
were Ip read abroad came from him, while he 
a'vokfed hiinfelf the fufpicion, as it thole difeo- 

* This iiiterv’n! of ten years for tlie duration of Marcus 
Afg'ppa’s; government in Afia fceins to be true, anl a- 


j S'.’m . j.rocccdcd fom him ; hut l;c re' v; cho* ■ 
O' iir.'.c ulc (.f liiwlc pcrluns Ut l,.k 
I ih.i'. TV uni’iii'pcilc.l, .m(l lu-'Ii ;n inigld, lie 
hch to tru'!', by rcaloi' (,1 tiic good- 

; Mi'i tl’.vy h.orc to t'm king,; am’ indeed, thei\: 
j V.'. r ' alrcadv not a lew w ho culdvated.a fiiend- 
j lL:u witii Anti]ialer, in hopts ee gaii.iiig lor.o. - 
I w'lit liy liim ; aoid th..'e were the men v/:. ■ 
ni()ll oi'all peiTnaded Meiod, h.^'am'e (iieg an 
jteared to fpeak tlms ('iii ol' li... ie g.e.ij-v, ill to 
him : y\nd while thele joint ae.e; toon ,, vvhie,!! 
j from various foundation-! iiippo'.i ‘<l one an--- 
I otlier’s veracity, the young men il.cm! Ivec a' - 
lorded farther occai'ions to AnliiKO :r id':o ; f t 
they were ohlervetl to Hied tc.u . oitc , O't ac¬ 
count ol the injury that was oli'cred liiem, and 
had their mot her in tluir i lOutiiS, aiivl among 
tlieir ftieruir, they ventured to reproa-.h tlieir 
I lather, as not aci/mg judiv hy them; all wliieit 
1 things were wi.n an evil intention te.'ertwl in 
! mcmoiy by Amipatcr a pna-gcr e'pjior- 

; tun’ny ; and wlien they vo re fold to fierod, 
i with aggravations, incrcaioi the. dilorders fo 
much, that it brougdit a grc.ir tiiinuk i;ito ih.c 
I family ; lor wliile t!;e king \wis very aiigry ; t. 

' imputations t’cit were laid upon ihe f,)ns (f 
! Miriamnc, and was delirou.s to liuml,ie them, 

; he lilii increalesl tire hotiour that iie lead hc- 
: floweii on Antipatcr ; a:ul wa.; at Irli h) ovcv- 
: come hy h.i;; perluafions, tli it r.e hrmrgiit Itis 
I mother lo court alio, f h; all'o wrote frequently 
! to Cteiar iti lavciur ol him, and more canmdii v 
; recomme’.tdetl him to his care n.n: jcnlariv. 
And wh:r', -'Xgripga was rJiuming fo Uma-..*, 
alter he had iniid ed his tea years gnveimtnert 
.in Aha, Hero,d tailed from jiulea; an.1 when 
he met with him, he had none with him 
hut Anrijrater, winsm he delivered to Agrinp.i, 

: that he mivhl take hinr al.ntg with him, to- 
i gether with many judent.^:, tliat lo he miglit 
I hecornc Citrfar's friend, in|i:much, that things 
i already looked as if he liad all his lather’s 
i favour, and that tiie young- tnem were ttlrcac’y 
entirely rejected .koMii any Isojio.s of the king¬ 
dom. 

greenble to the Korcaii hilloryj See Uflier’s Annals at 
A. M. 3302 . 
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CHAP. IV. 

Jur'iii'^ /Int'ibatci's Abode at Rome., Herod 
hrounht. Alexander and Artflobnlus before 
Cu/ar., a 'id area fed the in. Alexander s De- 
j'tnec of hini/elf before Cbcfar, and Reconedia- 
t'toK to bis I'alber. 

§ I. /% N D I'.rAv '.>h,'it Iiajipenccl during Aii- 
f tipater’s aldencc augmented the 
lionour to wliich he Iiad been promoted, and 
liis apjiarent eminence above his brethren, I'or 
he had made a greaf iigure in Rome, hccaule 
Herod had lent recommendations of him to all 
Ills friends there, only lie was grieved thal he 
was not at liome, noi laid proper opportunities 
of perp-etuaily cahimnialing Ids brethren ; and 
his chief fear was, leil his father ihould alter 
his mind, and cnterlain a moll favourable opi¬ 
nion of the fons of hlarianan': ; and as he had 
this in his mind, he dit! not dehfl: from Ids 
purpofc,. but continually fent from Rome any 
Inch ftories as he Imped might grieve end irri¬ 
tate his hither againfl liis breihren, tmder pre¬ 
tence indeed of adecji cous-ern for his jirelcrva- 
lion, hu-t in trutli fuel; ;i8 his malicious mind ^ 
(liflated, in oialer to purcluire a greater liope of | 
the fucccllion, whic'n yet was already great in j 
ilfelf; and thus lie did till he had cncited fuch | 
deg’-'ce of anger in IJerod, that he was already | 
i’.'.come very i'.l-dhi'ofcd towards the young 
■ m u ; b::>t hiil, rvhile be delayed to exercife lb 
'•■(oleiif a (iiigadl cr-sdnll tliem, aud tliat he 
might not either he to.o i-caifs, nr too ralh, and fo 
t dend, he thou;,.h'. it oed to fall to Rome, and 
ti crc ;;.,curc hi;, liars before Cmfjr, and not in¬ 
dulge b'.mfelf in am; fich crime as might be 
heinous caougii t'-' i>e iurpefled of impiety; 
but as lie was goiiig up to Rome, It ha,ppcncd 
that he made fucli iiaflc as to meet with. Gefar 
at the ' city Aquileia : Ho when he cimc to the 
fj.eerii (ifCndar, he alked for a time for hearing 

* AltiK'iijpa IK rod rcl Avigiflus at Aquiicia, yet vats 
iMs accutifiou til hit h.)".;, deferred till they came to Rome, 
as '5 'g ii'i, and as vve are pailieul.tily informed in 

tin- hillory ol'theVAn*; !>. I. ehap. xxiii. ^ 3. tlioiigll what 
lie hevi fays htlongcd diflintlly to vMexander, tlte elder 
brodi'.r ; i mean hjs bciirg brocglit to Rome, is here 


Ij this great caufc, wherein he thought himfelf 
very miferable, and prefented his fons there, 
and aecnfed them of their mad adiions, and of 
I their attempts againfl him : That “ they were 
I enemies to him ; and, by all the means they 
j were able, did their endeavours to flicw their 
hatred to their own father, and would take a- 
way his life, and fo obtain his kingdom, after 
the molt barbarous manner ; that he had 
])owcr from Csefarto difpofe of it, not by nc- 
cefllty, but Ivy choiec, to him whofliall cxcrcile 
tbic greatell piety towards 1dm, wdnle thefe my 
fons are not lb delirous of ruling, as tlicy are, 
upon a difappoiutment thereof, to expofctlieir 
own life, if lb be they may but deprive theii 
fallier of liis life; fo wild and polluted is theit 
mind by time become out of their hatred to him • 
that whereas lie had a long time borne tliis his 
misfortune, he was now compelled to lay it 
before Ccefar, and to pollute his ears with fuch 
language, wldle he himfelf wants to know what 
feverity they have ever fuffered from him ? or 
what hardlhlps he hath ever laid upon them 
to make tlicm complain of him .? and how they 
can think it jull that he fhoukl not he lord of 
that kingdom, wlilch he in a long time and 
with great dangers had gained, and not allow 
him to keep it, and to difpofe of it to liirn that 
fliall deferve it bell ? and this, with other ad¬ 
vantages, he propofer, as- a reward for the piety 
of fuch an one as will licreafter imitate the care 
he hatli taken of it, and that fuch an one may 
gain fo great a requital as that is : And that it 
an Impious thing for ihem to pretend to 
meddle with it before-hand ; for he who hatl: 
ever the kingdom in his view, at the fame titr,e 
reckons upon procuring the death of his hither, 
becaufc otberveife he cannot come at the go¬ 
vernment : That as for himfelf, he had hitlicrto 
given them all that he was able, and what was 
agreeable to fuch as are fubjed to royal autho- 

rily,. 

juHly extended foboth the brothers; ind that, notonly in 
our copies, but in that of Zonaras alfo ; nor is there reafon 
to doubt but they were both at this folcinn hearingjiy 
Auguflus, although the defence t^cre made by Alcxaudi’r, 
alone, who V'as the elder brother, and one that ccuM. 
' fpeak very well.. 
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rity, and the fons of a kiny; what ornaments 
th*cy wanted, with fervauts and delicate fare, 
ind had married them into the mofl illuftrious 
families, the one [Ariftobulns] to his lifter’s 
daughter, but Alexander to the daughter of 
king Archelaus; 'And what was the greateft 
favour of all, when their crimes were lb very 
bad, and he had authority to puniih them, yet 
had he not made life of it againll them, b>it 
had brought them before Qefar, their common 
Ijencfadftor, and had not ufed the feverity which, 
eitlier as a fither who liad been impioiin ,' a- 
bufed, or as a king who had been aliaultcd 
treachcrouny, lie might have done, he made 
them ftand upon the level with liim in judge- : 
ment: That however it was necclfary that all 
(his IboLild not be palfed over withoar puiiifti- 
nieat, nor himfedf live in the greateft Icars ; 
nay, that i: was not for their owii advantage 
to fee the light of the fun after what they have 
done, although they ftiould efcape at this time, , 
liuec they had done the vileft things, and would 
certainly fuftcr the greateft puuilhmcnts th ,t ' 
ever were known among mankind.” ! 

2. Tu losE were the accufations wdiich Herod i 
laid with great vehemeucy againll his fons be- j 
fore C.etar. Now the yonng men, both while ' 
he was Ipcaking, an-l chiefly at his coneduding, ‘ 
wept, aiul were in confulion. Now as to tlicni- i 
iclves, tiiey knev/ in tltcir own conlciencc tliey i 
were innocent, but becaufe they were acciifed i 
by their father, they were leulible, as the truth | 
was, that it was hard for them to make their | 
apology, fmcc, though they were at liberty to ! 
fpeak their minds freely as the occaflon requi- i 
red, and might with.force and carneftnefs refute j 
the accufation, yet was it not now decent fo to I 
<lo. There vras therefore a difficulty how they j 
lliould be able to fpeak, and tears, and at length 
a deep groan followed, wlulc they were afraid, 
that If they faid nothing they ftiould Icein to be 
in this difficulty from a confcioufncls of guilt, 
nor had they any defence ready, by realon oi 
their youth, and the difordcr they were under ; 
yet w;’: not Caefar unapprifed, when he looked 
upon them iil the confulion they v/cre In, that 
^leir delay to make their defence did not arife 

" i 


from any confcioufiKd'-, of great cnoi mitl.:;;, bn^ 
from tlicir unlkllfnliu is and mixlcfly. They 
were rlfo conuniferated by thole that wci'c there 
in particular, ami they moved thedr i'alher’s al- 
Icdsons in carnell till he had .'mir.h-a-do" to con¬ 
ceal them. 

;p buT wdien tlscy faw there was a kind 
dilpolilion arileii hoili in him and in Caclar. 
and that every one of the red did cither /hod 
tears, or at lean did all grieve iviih them, the. 
one of thc’.ti, wh')(e name was yf/iw/njJcr, cal- 
letl to his lather, and attempted to .miwcr liis 
aceiilalion, and faid, “ t) iatlun-, tlir benevo¬ 
lence thou hall iliewn to us is evidcni, ■men in 
this very judicial procedure ; for haih'l ihouliad 
any pernicious intentions about us, thou hadft 
jkfI jiroduccd us here hetore tin common favi* 
our c;l all ; lor it was in thy power, both as a 
king, and as a father, to puniih the guilty j 
hut by thus bringing us to Rome, and making 
Catlar himlelf a witneTs to wli.u is done, thou 
intimatcll that thou inteiidelt to five is; for 
no one that hath a dclign to ftay a man will 
bring liim to tlie temjdes and to the altars ; 
yet are oui elreuinliances Hill word;; for we 
cannot endure to livq ourfclvcs any longer, if it 
he believed that wc have inpired liieli a father; 
nay, perhaps it wouUl be woric for us to live 
with this litfpl'.iiui upon us, tliat wc have in¬ 
jured him, tiiau to die witlu ait hull guilt; A:ul 
if our o]H'U tlcllmec may he la.keu to be true, 
we ftiall lie liajapy, lioth in jineit\ i:ig t’lee, ami 
ill. elcajfmg ti'.e danger wc are in ; !.ut if this 
caluiu'ijy 1^) 1 revadis, U is nicve than enough 
lor us that v;e iia.ve. icen the fun this day ; 
vftilch, why llmiihl we fee, if t!d;,. l'nr])!elon I.e 
fixed upon ns r Now it is es.fy to lay of yomyg 
men, that they dehre to tcign ; and'to fay far¬ 
ther, that this evil jxnocceds from the cafe (T 
our unhappy mother. Hiis is abundantly Inl- 
Ijcicijt to produce }.refent inisfortun: out 
oi the iormcr : but coiihdcr ivch, v.licthir f.icli 
an accLilation doe:; net init all hit !) aa imr, met,., 
and ina) trot he laid oflliein a!! ]',ro;r.;:..;.'ouf v ■ 
lor nothing can I.dmlcT h.im i!un r; , it he 
have children, and their int.rfncr he dead; Im.g 

the 
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’ hn a iui'jaoaM iipnn all hla j 
■ fii'N iutan'.!!ap ti'ciciu.'V i'l hlna ; !aut j 
,1 i’iii'aaiv'’! :ajt :'u:Ttc!’a; !. yaove fucli an 
'• pva^l 1 v'c. laa aI'l v lay, ''.vnc- 

r; \vn liavc all',: .n'-'i n; a.-';■• ■’!y altcinytcd 

n'v ‘hitv ■, v.'a ri. 1>\' n'd'.crwiia iii- 

> I , a a.n’';.; : Can any hndy 

nrnvria.f ja'd ' ' ■ 1- a'i ; :'cnar''d. ? onyrovi; 

I .AliiyirKy . /' .a. , y; d' . O.' t!lC C .)!TU nt loil 
of IcrvarOs, Ai dni,':. v/inKan ayainld ttu-e ? 
{ho;i;di Kidi’''d n: i!i'ra (:’ tiinic tiunyy j 

!.u' lla.'.’.' <n:'v:-:na . "a- pr.jtandad by way oi j 

nalnnnw, '■'!;■■■.' *' y '.v.:a n^vcr don'c ; ior a 
i.unii''’ (•'. ii i al variai'ca wnli illcii is a 
n-n-ibb' tbiny; ai-.'.l '’nit w'nldi lliou callafl a 
reward i>f pLly, <MU;n I cmnvas amony very 
wbbod !n;n, iurb a 1''nndjtion nl bnpc, aa 
rnabes lliera lea'a: nn !■ ;1 o:’luilclildi untried : 
Kor dne.i a'.tv one lay any widacd I'racliccr. to 
oiii' thar'y ; bul aa i.(> caiui’.iuu"' ny iK'a'.iiiV, 
bow can be I'ur an end to tlictn, who ^Yill iK'd 
iioar what we bane to lay? Have we I dked 
Vv'itli too yre :1 Innaif/n ? vta ; but not ayannil 
titee, htrtli.y wotdd ;r, unjuft, but ayainll ihHe 
that nev(.r vonn-d any tiain^, tlmt E iyoba i in 
dnern. liaiit eitl.cr oT ua ianMnit'a! oui nto- 
ther ? ves ; !)u’: not b(watiie die is dead, Iwit 
‘necaulc Init wuis evd-lyt.J.eii ('t b)' tb.oie tlia.t 
0 ^.;! r<',i!v'u lo to do. Are \\ e (.'eiuous ol 

• i.,,' 'd M'r.ioi, \.dd.:) cic ij.uav <'ur bitbcr is 
;■■■ d,...d. ' ! o ''d-.a' re:.bin can we do lo : 

it'we .id-,.ad - h n e- o),-;,! Iion.oiir.s, a.s we lutvc, 
!i;,)nie U'O ■'-V. iaiboin- ni \’ani ? .And il we 
e,..!,-e dnnn tnC, '.' i, a,re itut wc In hope?; of 
n.e'.n ? ( ir lu; ;'oti;'ylbat vve l<a<! Killed ibcc, 

. ■ -..hi 'V'.' exi'v n to t btain llo' kinydoin ? wln'e 
..ehher t!;e caitb would let u:'. tread upon it, 

uei-tberea i-' ns Ail upon it, after lucb :in 

■:,'on as tliat : nay, the reliyioii ot all your 

■ ii d . and to.e ]'b.ry of tlie whole nation, 

Il i,. ; 1, i-e!'. V (! men ':..vv- iailuOrd ;i wii,' hid- 

. - , • ■, I I , : i' , IM 1 ' ,i .,0 ■ .le y, Ill Hj. !i. d, ell, y. 

. 0 . 1 -J, t. a K il ( i a I , ia'o v ol 1 !• i p.rs u ; ■ e 

,, J.s . !i,-i.-i-diKi 1! !dde.', It ooy n, ; O iT-.il's to 

, 1 f 'id., , . Iii I i.niK- ii' I'le i'|v-. ui of Mw-- 

ii'ioil, 1 ' i ,•! tir.i'i !' 1 . ia i't, ,cr 
-,o„;;r, 1-'. -.-.I.ull l-,'- .a.i,,,';-, da' I. unite .e. I.'OM . l.y 

■ a, , ! ,0. e, i .-v ■ ' I d. Tto< d. ‘-'o t 'll. so. 


.O' !,, ! ' I ' 

'. . 1 t 


O enil''- to 
, , K A 1,... _ 


would b.: VO proliibitcd parricides from airum- 
iny the government, and from ' eittcriny Into 
that moll holy tcmjrle which was built by tbcc 
Hut lupjioi'e we had made light of other dangers, 
ca.i) any murderer go off tmpuniflK;d, while 
(A’far is alive? W'e are thy l(,-ur,, and not lo 
impious, or io tlioughtlA.s, a.s tliat comes to, 
thiHigii perbaj')!'. more unft'.i-tuuate than is cf.u- 
venient for tbcc. But i;i cafe thou neitbet 
; lindcfl; any caufes of cumplainf, nor any 
treacherous delign.s, wliat luilicicilL evidern s 
b.a'l tluiu to mak'S iuchi a wickedncli; of ours 
credible ? Our mother i;s dead indeccl, but tbcii. 
what b'Cl’e! her mi-rdt i.-e an inifrudion to us K- 
caution, and not a:i incitement to wickeditc!,':. 

I \Vd: are willing to make a larger a’ptdogy ic 
j oil! lelvc.'i, I'.iit a'iiions never done do not admit o 
Aiifcc'uric ; Nav, wc will make this ayrremcio 
wiib ilue, and that before Cash r, the lord ui, 
ali, who is now ;i mediatc'r between m-, il li.eu. 
Oi.i'diei, caull liriny tbylel), by tbeeridciu. 
of trmb, to have a mind free frmc, fuljiicua' 
e.nneerni'iy; u-s, let us live, tlioueb tven then 
we Ib.d! live in I'U unhappy way ; for to he ac- 
euild c i'yi .'at ads of wii'Y dmJs, tlnuiyh iaile- 
!y, is alenib'e dung ; hut it liiou ball .u'ly tear 
I remaining, continue lh'''u on ni ti-.y pious life, 

i we will give this realmi lor mir ov. "i condmd, 
our life is not I'o dcfirablc to us as to lidirc !o 
have it, if it ten.d to the baim of our lathi r 
who ;yavc it us.” 

4 . Vv'iii N Alc.vander h,id thus fpoken, Ca'- 
far, who did not before believe fo giofs a ca¬ 
lumny, \vas flill more moved by it, and looked 
intently upon lierod, anti perceived he was a. 
little confounded, the pcrl'ons there prclcnt 
were undtr an anxiety about the young men, 
and the fame that was fpread aliroad made the 
king hated; fer the very incredibility of the e'a- 

linnny, 

j .Sc<> alU) r.notlitr fpeerh oi Ihr-A-.i's own to lie young 
] inn tluit raslu'd c!<,wn Its p, Iccn '.-.(idi’ fn'/in tic front of 

ii ti.r t'lnpli, wiicrc l.c Uilts IK tire, “ Ilow die biiiiairy; 
ii . r the tfirpic ci.il him a wift ilmi; .nid tli.it 1 ’ c Alamo- 
! r.w.nis, r.i thofe i ?5 years t; cy livid tlic gover'a.'. an, Mctc 
1 not able to perfmin fo prest u r ntk, to lie lioncur ot 
I (.lod, a;, titis was. Antiq. L’. aVU. cl'i'p. i. 'i y 
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lumny, and tbe comnufcration which the flow¬ 
er of youth, and beauty of body; which were 
■ in the young men, pleaded for affiftanec; and 
the more fo on this account, that Alexander 
had made their defence with dexterity asui pru¬ 
dence ; nay, they did not thcmfclvcs any longer ! 
continue in theu‘former countenances, wliicli j 
liad been bedewed with tears, ami call down- I 
wards to the ground, but now there arofuin ! 
them hope of the belt: and the king hinil'elf! 
appeared not to have haii foundation enough to 
build fuch an accufation upon, he havi.ng t’.o 
real evidence wherewith to convid them. In- 
_deed he wanted feme apology for making the 
acciifition ; hut Crefar, after fomc delay, faid, 
That “ altlrough the young men were ihorougli- 
iy innocent of that for which they vrcrc calum¬ 
niated, yet had they been fo far to blame, that 
they had not demeaned themfelves towards their 
father lo as to prevent that fufpicion which was 
fpre:>d abroad concerning tlicm.” He alfo ex¬ 
horted Herod to lay all fuch fufpicions alide, | 
and to be reconciled to his fons; for tliat it was j 
not juft to give any credit to fuch reports con¬ 
cerning his own children ; and that this repent¬ 
ance on both Tides might ftill heal thofe brea¬ 
ches that had happened between them, and 
might improve that their good-will to one an¬ 
other, whereby thofe on both Tides excufing 
the ralhnefs of their fufpicions, might refolvc to 
bear a greatei^ degree of affediori towards each 
other than they had before. After’Crefar had 
given them this admonition, he beckoned to 
the yoting men. When therefore they were 
difpol'ed to fall down to make interedfion to 
their father, he took'them up, and embraced 
them,’.as they were in tears, and took each of 
them diftindly in his arms, till not one of thofe i 
that were prefent, whether freeman, or flave, | 
but was deeply afteded with what they faw. i 
5. Then did they return thanks to Caefir, 
and went away together; and with them went 
Antipater, with an hypocritical pretence that 
he rejoiced at this reconciliation. And in the 
laft days they were With Cxfar, Herod made 
him a prefent of three hundred talents, as he 
was then exhibiting £hews and largclfes to the 
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pc( p’” (■•fRcuni’; and Cad'ar made hfii a nixTcnf 
0' M'.li tlu' rcvciiiie of the t'opj',; r-mil<cs in (Iv- 
pn;-, , i’d commituxi the cue of ihr rn’i^rlialf 
i in !ni.i, a;u'i lionourcd him vmiIi (•(lu*r uil'u; .and 
' : And ;c to his own bingdom, l-.c left 

il in his own p(uvv.T (o apjufint wdiicli of his 
i.iiis !;o plc.ilci! lor his i'ncv-cilor, or to diftri- 
; butu It iii parts to every one, that (he dignity 
iniglit llienhy come to tbciii all. y\nd 'cbcn 
Herod, was dilpofed to make fuch a IcltK.numt 
inunediately, C;dar laid, "■ He wouiil not give 
him leave to dcjirivc himfelf, witilc be was alive, 
oi the power over his kingdom, or over ids 
Tons,” 

6. AFTi-R litis, Herod returned to Judea 
again : But during his ahfence, no i'mall part 
of his dominioiis about Trachon iiad rtivoltcd, 

• whom yet the commanders he left there had 
vanquilhed, and com^icllcd to a fubinillion 
qgain. Now as Herod wa.s fiiiing nith his 
fons, and was come ovcr-againfi Culicla, to [the 
iflantl] F.leuhi, which hath now changed .its 
name for Sebaftc, he met with Arclielaus, king 
of Cappadocia, who received hie.i kindly, as 
rejoicing that lie was reconciled to this fon.s, 
and that the accul.uion againft Alcx.uider, who 
had married his daughter, was at an end. They 
alio made one another fuch prelent-, as it be¬ 
came kings to make. From thence Herod 
came to Judea, and to the temple, where he 
made a ipecch to the people, concerning what 
had been done iii this his journey: He al'o 
difeourfed them about Csdiir’s kindncls to him, 
and about at, many of the particulars he had 
done, as he thought it for his advamage other 
people fhould lie acquainted vrith. At la 11 he 
turned his fpeech to tlic admonition of hi- Ions ; 
and exhorted thole that lived at court, -and the 
multitude, to concord ; and informed them, 
that his fons were to reign after him ; Antipa- 
tcr firft, and then Alexander and Ailllubiiins, 
the fons of Mariamne ; but he deftred th.at at 
prefent they fliould all have regard to hiinfcll', 
and efteem him king and lord of ail, lince he 
was not yet hindered by old age, hut waS in 
that period of life when he muft be the molb 
7 G Ikilful 



B©ok XVI' 


ANTI Q^U I T I E. S 

flvllful in p,ovcnurig; and that he was not dc- 
I'icieiit la other arts of inaiingcincnt tliat might 
enable him to govern the kingdom well, and 
to rule over his ehildrcn alio. He farther told 
flic riders under him, and the loldlery, that, 
in cafe they Vvould lock upon him alone, their 
life would be led in a peaceable manner, and 
(hey would make otic another happy. And 
when he had laid this, lie difmilfed the affem- 
bly. Which fpeceh evas acccp’tablc to the 
greateft part of the audience, but not fo to 
them all •, for the contention among his fons, 
and the hopes.he had given them, occafioned 
thoughts and defires of innovations among 
them. 


C H A Ik V., 

llo-iV Ih'rod rated the Games that ivcrc to 
rfjt/rti every /ifd? .1 ear, upon the bu'ildhig of 
Gafarca ; and Jr.-zv be built and adorned many, 
other Places after a ma ■n'/fieent Adanner; and 
dud many other yPlions glorionfy. 

§ i. \ 1 K)U 7 ’ this time it vras that Cx’farca 
x " jL Schaftc, Xvliich he had built, was 
finlllicd. The entire building being accomplilh- 
ed in the tenth year, the lolemnity of it fell 
into the twenty-eighth year of Herod’s reign, 
a’ld into tlic hundred and ninety-fecond olympi¬ 
ad : There w'as accordingly a great feftival, and 
rnoif fumptuous preparations, made prefentiy 
in order to its dedication ; for he had appoint¬ 
ed a contention in mulic, and games to be per¬ 
formed r.aked: He liad aifo gotten ready a 
great TOimbcr of tbofe that ngh-t fmgle combats, 
and of beads for the like purpofe; horfe-racas 
alfo, and the moft chargeable of furh fports 
and fliews as ufed to be exhibited at Rome, 
and in other places. • He confecrated this com¬ 
bat to Ctefir, and-ordered , it to be celebrated 
e very hftU year. He alfo feat all forts of orna- 
i.icnls for ii outofliis own furniture,that it might 
wwnt notliing to make it decent ; nay, Julia, 
* friar’s wife, lent a great part of her moft va- 
f ; i.blc furniture [from Rome] infomuch, that 
;.e li.id no want of any thing: The fum of 
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I tlicm all was eftimated at five hundred talents. 
Now when a great multitude W'as eome to that 
city to fee the (hews, as well,as the ambafliidors 
whom other people fent, on account of the 
benefits they had received from Herod, he 
entertained them all in the public inns, and at 
public tables, and with perpetual feafts; this 
foiemnity having in the day-time the diverlioui^j 
of the fights, and in the night-time fucli merry 
meetings as coft vaft fums of money : and pub¬ 
licly demonftrated the generofity of his Ibvd . 
for in all his undertakings he was ambitious tv 
exhibit wdiat exceeded whatfoever, had bcei' 
done before of the fame kind. And it is re ¬ 
lated that Ccefar and, Agrippa often faid, Tha': 
“ the dominions of Herod were too little fee, 
the greatnefs of his foul; for that he deferved 
to liave both all the kingdom of Syria, and that 
of Egypt alfo.” 

2. ArT£R this foiemnity and thefe feftival 
xvere over, Herod crcdlcd another city in the 
plain called Capharfaha, where he chofc cut a 
fit place, both for plenty of water, and good- 
nefs of foil, and proper lof the produdfioii oi 
what was there planted, where a river cnconi- 
paffed tlie. city itfelf, and a grove of the hell 
trees for magnitude was round about it; this 
he named Antipatris, from his father Antipatcr. 
He alfo built upon another fpot of ground a- 
bove Jericho,, of the fame name with his mo¬ 
ther, a place of great fecurity, and very plca- 
fant for habitation, and called it Cypros.. He 
alfo dedicated the flneft; monuments to his bro¬ 
ther Phafaelus, on account of.the great natural 
afFeeftion there had been between them, by 
erebling a tower in the city itfelf, not lefs than 
the tower of Pharos, which lie named P.bafi- 
eliis, which was at once a part of the ftrong 
defences of the city, and a memorial for him 
that was dcceafcd, becaufe it b.are his name. 
Pie alfo built a city of the fame name in the 
valley of Jericho,-, as you go from it northward, 
whereby he rendered the neighbouring country 
more fruitful, by the cultivation its inhabitants 
introduced ; and this alfo he called Phafacln.. 

j. But as for his other benefits, it is impof- 

iibie 
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lible to reckon them up, thofc whicli he be¬ 
llowed on chics, both in Syria, and in (Srecce, 
and in all the places he came to in his voya;^n,\s; 
for Ju: feems to have conferred, and that after 
a moll plentiful manner, what would minhler 
to many nccelhtios, and the buildiny ol'public 
works, and gave them the money that was ne- 
ceffary to fuch works as wanted it, to fupport 
them n[)on the failure of their other revenues : 
But what was the greatell and moll illuftrious 
of all his works, he erctled Apollo’s temple at 
Rhodes, at his own cxpcnccs, and gave them 
<i great number of -talents of filver for the re- 
pair of their fleet. Jie alio built the greatell 
part of the public edifices for the inhabitants of 

Nicopolis, at Adtiurn : And for the Antio-' 
ehians, the inhabitanta of the prii'cipal city of 
Syria, v./hcre a broad flreet cuts ti'.rougli tli<c 
jdace Icngtliways, he built tloifteis along it on 
both fidcs, and laid the open road witlt jiolila- 
cd Hone, and w'as of very great advantage to 
the InhaL'itants. And as to the Olympic games, 
vviueh were in a very iovy condition, by realcni 
of I'le I'ailurc of their revenues, he rccovmrod 
th.cir rcputr.tipn, *nd appointed .revenues for 
the!'’ maintenance, andtiiadc that folemn meet¬ 
ing more venerable, as to the lacriiiees and o- 
ther ornaments: and by reafon of this vail li¬ 
berality, he was generally declared in their it*!- 
feriptions to be one of the perpetual managers 
of thofc games. 

4, Now fomc there are who Hand amazed 
at the diverfity of tlcrod’s nature, and purjio- 
fes; for when, we have rtfpedl to his magui- 
ficcnce, and tlic henefiu: which he bellowed on 
all mankind, there is no po/fibility for even 
thole that had the leail refpeA for him, to de¬ 
ny, or not openly to confefs, that he had a 
Ttaturc vaflly beneficent; biit wdien any om: 
looks upon the'punilhment'i he inflldlcd, ami 
the injuries he did, not only to his lul)ieels, 
but to his nearell relations, and takes noriee of 
his feyere and unrelenting dii'poluion there, hi 
will be forced to allow, that it wvis brut iih, and 

* jt’.' IluvUun J'.crc yives as the wavds ot Sa'C'ter'. 
coarernin,^ t’li.s Nieegslis, when Auiuilh.''. Kjb-.i!: it 

And ihat the incirany of tlic viclor; at .'.CU'.'.n! aasht 
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a iirangsjr to all hum.mite 


llieie meu fni 


iippole 


i-h; 


;!■' 'euM, 

:v•(,' ,'i' , 

and ioinetiines at e- ura.d.., m widi lUei; ; in. 

1 am myieh ol anotlmr Oj.';,; | ■ .. 

the.! the ('ce.ifion oi' hod: 'On!.- ,«•} .h,;. , 

w.!.-; one atid the fjp.;e; Itag Iniug a -nian am 
l>il’0!!s (il honour, and tiuite tivercome hy ili.u 
irdfion, lie wa.i itidiieeil to b-e yuagnilKent, 
v.'hcrever there a()peaievl any lirmema a fiitine 
memoria!, or ol reputalioi: at itref-mi ; ami 
as his expenees were heyoml lus .d.lhiic,'-, he 
W'as neeeillmtetl to be harili to hi. fiihjeds ; 
for the ju'ri'ons on wdiom ho't'l.pendtd his mt)- 
ney were li) many, that they made hiui ;i very 
bad procurer of it : ami ho'-.tulc; lie was '•,,-.1- 
(ciotis that he was hated !)y tlude under h!:n, 
for the injuries he did them, he lhou.;hl ii uut 
an caiy thing to ttincml hisodciues, for thtit 
was iueonvenient for ills re\'cime ; he tle.ieh!’';; 
I'dovc on the otlier fide to ii.af'e th 


id-wiii 


an ocoafion (.>!'hi.-, imioo to Id;; ou.u mm;,, 
therefore, A any tuie ; ; m'-y ulAuiUf .s 

to him in t.is iaiyutue, tim! tv-uod : .ot.lef: 

himfelj^ to be his fia\e, or itig fit;tiimk 
of any iiinov.:n;'in ;n governm at, i;e w.-r 
not abic to cont.iln Idmieh, but | roficm;d 
very kindiyd a;>b; fiends, ;.'al ja.niti.eu th.n. 
ns if they w'erc e. cmics ; and this wiekcdnei 
he underlook (tur of a dclire th.m b.o might Ir. 
himlclf alone houeurei;. Now for tltis my ai- 
fenion about thtit p.afiion of hi,', we have tlu. 
greatell cvldenee, by wditit he if.d to b.cm/.o 
C;t(ar, am! Agiippt!, and his oilier fiends; j, 
with whtU, lutnotirs lie [eiid ins rdpeft . to lliem 
who were Ins inpariois, the lame did he defn ■ 
to be paid to hiiiiltlf; and wis.,! he thdeght rin 
mcfl exeellent pre'eo.t iie could make amah.u. 
he diicovered an ineliu.rtiim lo ftoc t: ■ Jd.e 
prefented to himlel:’. But mnv (he fm'.liii no 
tion is by their law a llr.mger toaii iuJ: thim' 
and accullomcd to preier rlgdi!ernmief. to el 
ry ; for w'hich ic.tiim ll'.tit i.atii ■■ v, ..s a 
grccable to him, i^.sauii; i: ,• 1, 


celcbrr.i.'1 t’s; nu'rc -jficrv;!! 1 

: nii igvv,.-;:. -1 s:;.)’’. 1! 1 ■■ 
ctl ercr\' ftfdi ,1.’' j;; , • 
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power to flatter the king’s amhition with fta- 
tties, or temples, or other fuch performances. 
.And this feems to me to have been at once the 
occallon ol Herod's crimes as to his own cour¬ 
tiers, aud counfellots, and of his hcnefadlions 
as to foreigners, and thole that had no relation 
to him. 


G H A P. VI. 

Aw AmhjffLi'^c of tl\' jc'ct's in Csrcne and yVia 
to Ca'far^ cnncvrituvr ihc Complaints they l)ad 
to make m'^jtnjl ihc Greeks-, math Copies nf 
the F.pfles ivbitb Cafar and rlgfippa zvrote 
to the Cities for them. 

\\ 1. OW the cities ill-treated the Jews in 
i ^ Alta, and a!! thole alio of the lame 
nation which lived iti Lyhia, whicli joins to 
Gyrene, whde the former kings had given them 
equal pritdlcges with the other citi^ens; init the 
Greeks affrotited them at this time, and that fo 
far as to take away llicir facred money, and 
to do tlicm milchief on other particular occa- 
lions. When tliercfore they were thus afflic¬ 
ted, and found no end of their bai barons treat¬ 
ment they met with among the Greeks, they 
lent ambaffadors to Cteiar on thofe accounts ; 
who gave them the fame privileges as they had 
before, aud font letters to the fame purpofe to 
the governors of the provinces ; copies of which 
I fubjoin here, as tellimonials of the ancient 
favourahlc dilpollcion the Roman emperors had 
towards us. 

a. G/tJSAR Auou )TU.s. high piicfl, and 
tribunej[)t the pcs)j>le, ordains thus; Since the 
Uie iiaticn oi the je^^ . Intli been found grate- 
hil to the Roman people, not only at this 
time, but in lime pail alio, and chiefly Hyl- 
anus the high pricll, under ^ ray father Ctefar 
the ernperu.', it feemed good to me and my 
i c'unlcilors, according to the fentence and oath 
(jI the p-ople ol Rome, ti^t the Jcvis have li- 

* I ere i il! Juims Cjpktr his fmh.y, though 

t hiith he vc'f oiilv his ’/i*, on aCi punt of his rcioption 
‘ ,■ lu’u. S.u the l.'aic Anliq. B. XIV. clup. kIv § ij. 

.ni'hnUK' tviiJtncc, tjwt the Jcv- , in the 


berty to make ufe of their own culloms, ac¬ 
cording to the law of their fathers, they 
made ufe of them under Hyrcamis the high 
priell of Almighty God ; and that their facred 
! money he not touched, but be fent to Jerufa- 
I 1cm, and that it be committed to the care of 
the receivers at Jerufalem: and that they ho 
not obliged to go before any judge on the Sah- 
bath-day, nor on the f'day of the preparation 
I to it, after the ninth hour : But if any one lie 
; caught Healing their holy books, or their fa- 
■ cred money, whether it be out of the fyna- 
I goguc, or public I'chool, lie fhall be deemed a 
, facrilcgious pcrlbn, his goods fliall be 

! brought into the public triafury of the Romans. 

I And I give order, that the teflimonia! whid* 
they have given me, on account of my ic- 
gard to that piety which 1 exercife lowarsi 
all mankind, and out of regard to Cams Mar¬ 
cus Cenforlnus, together with the prdent de¬ 
cree he propofed in that moft eminent place 
which hath been confecrated to me by the 
community of Afia at Ancyra. And if'any 
one tranfgiefs any part of what is above de¬ 
creed, he fliall be fcverelyi punilhed.” This 
was inferihed Upon a' pillar in the temple of 
Caefar. 

3. “ CiESAR to Nc^hanus Flaccus fcndetli 
greeting: Let thofe Je#s, how many foever 
they be, who have been ufed, according to 
their ancient cuftom, to fend their facred mo- 
ney to Jerufalem, do the fame freely.” Thefc 
were the decrees of Ctefar. 

4. Agrjppa alfo did himfelf write after the 
banner following, pn behalf of the Jews: 
“ Agripp;^, to the tnagiflrates, fenate, and peo¬ 
ple of the Eph'eflans, fendeth greeting : I will 
that the care and cuftody of the facred money 
that is carried to the tefflple at Jerufalem be 
left to the Jcvvs of Afia, to do with it aecord- 
ing to their ancient cuftom j and that fuch as 
fteal that facred money of the Jews, and fly 

k . ' to 

• 

I'.iysof Aagu'ftus, began to prepare for rhe celebration of 
, the Sabbath at-tbe ninth hour ofl Friday, as the ttaditioil 
of the eldcrsl^kh it feems,, require of them. 
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to*a flmLluary, fiiall be taken llicncc and de¬ 
livered to the jews, by idie ianic law th.ir i i- 
cri!egi''His .pednas are takvsa ilicnca. J ij,i\n 
■'il'o written to Sylvanns lie: prrt.'r, d. a n , 
'one compel the Jews to c:.)iue beior ■ a ; ,dpe 
on die SAbbalh-day.” 

5. “ March,A oRipr.n, nr die :n lehk'jOe', 

i-enatc, aiid people of Cyrene, i-ii i.di ■;> ctlete ; 
'(.'he fews of Cy^ene have inteived •! rnih m.: 
ior tlie periormh. 'e of what A;!;>r.lb;s lent o-> 
d ers to Flavius, the then pp toe ul foAhj, 

.1 k! lo the oi»her proeure'o;'. of th.rt jiro'. os c, 
ih:U live lacred money i.i.iy'n ieulto |erui.dc;n 
iVeely, a.s iv.ith been their cu'i'un Iruai tiiei' 
lorefU'iiers, they cornpLihiin.; tlrit tiicv a,,: .1- 
hufci-l hy certcun infoemeoi, and un 1 u pwe wo 
oi’ i.i:ws w'nieh we?e not Uiie, are iii:!M>.,Ad 
li'un fendlivs; tnem, whic'n 1 C'-rnmnul to ho 
restored vvidnout any dinuantiou dlhurb lOee 
,yiven to (hem : dv.id if joy 01 diet .acred nio- 
iiev ill llie cities l^e taken from dieir proper 
reecirers, I farther enhna, that th.e tame be 
mtaflly returned to the jevvs in that [iLice.” 

6. “ Caius Norkanus Flaccus, procon- 
fnl, to the magiftrates of the Sardians, lendclh 
tjrccting: Cicfiir hath written to me, and com¬ 
manded me not to forbid the Jews, how many 
foever they be, from alfembling together, ac¬ 
cording to the cudom of tltcir foref ithcrs, nor 
from fending their money to Jerufalcm : 1 have 
therefO"e written to you, that you may know 
that both Caefar and I would have you aft ao- 
'■ordingly.” 

7. “ Nor did Julius Antonins tlie proconful 
write otlierwife. “ To the magiftrates, fenatc, 
and people of the Ephefians, fendeth greeting : 
As 1 was dlfpenfing jufticc at Ephefus, on tlie 
ides of February, the Jews that dwell in Afia 
demon ft rated to rne, that Auguftus and Agrip- 
p.i had permitted them to ule their own laws 
.ind cuftoms, and to older thole their firft fruit,'., 
which every one of them freely offers to the 

* Tilt; remaining; pari of thin chapter is a remarkahir 
a; juftly (lillinguiihiag natural jullicc, religion, and 

;nora' iv, from pofitiv*. iiiiiitutioiirS ni all coaiitric;., and 
ovidenUv preferring the iurmer before the latyr, a.s did 
ill'.' true prophet? of God nlveays under the Old Icllamciu, 
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: the fame, and in every city abnuft e im-et 
1 with tiicm dilleo'iit Ivom (.-nc ah.Jilter; l,>ut 
j natural Ju(lice I:, nuet agree.ihlc ti ■ the a;lv...ntagc 
i of all men wjualiy, iioth (Irtuks aiul Ihir’oari- 
i ans, to \v!ii,;ii our laws have ili-v grc.’.tcil rc- 
I gardj and I'cerehy reiider u;-, ii we ;>b;dc in 
; them after t pure manDv-r, beuevoleni ami 
' friendly to :•>( ineii : on wlii Ii .-'eeo.inl ve b.ive 
I reafoti to cv^'ied tlie hhe ntuni Loun others, 
land To inro:i:v tiu m that tluv ought not to 
j efteem differen'e of pohtivc iultitutious a hif-'- 
j ficient caufeof alienation, Init [j'.en iis in] 

the purfult of vin e.- and pnEity ; inr this lu- 
longs to all men in v-mnm.n, airi ol uh.il al..)ne 
is fufficient for the ’preie-rv itlon r.i humau hie. 

1 now return to the thread of my hillory. 

C 11 A P. 

and Chtill and h!.', Aj ■(:! :iv,M\ , iind, : X ,<v ; wlicnn; 

i-'Lir Jofephue )> cn':- ui h hecn .u thi, u ne Ul 'icrChui- 
ti.mity tlian vi'erc tin: .Serib; s and. i'li.irncci. (d In.-, age, 
who, ab we know from t!;-.’ New ' 1 1 ii ^ve■re^cll’urc.- 

!y of a different opiiiioti and pi .n'Uve. 
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//'ic,-V lie rod's roii!:- do^vo inin David's 
the Sedition r; b's luDid]’ 'rrcatly 

hii: oafrd, 

V K /\ S ior ilcroi.!, he letd fiient vail linns 
d ^ abont tlic eiiicN, binh ^vull('<ut aud 
■anhiii Jiis own iinealoin : And as he 
■'(dbre lieard that ! Ivrea.nns, -wlio laid !)Cea 
’■ ir.;; h.'(TO Inn), hai! opciu'd Dax iJ’s lepidehie, 
ant! ndi.'ii out ol' it three thoafan 1 talents of 
hitsr, rijsd that there was a itiuth piealer 
’ .•.nh'v" ieit ijcliind, and iiniecd cnouglt to liif- 
fsec ah ins wants, he had a irie.-.t while an in- 
:n t;- niakc the attempt ; and at this time 
in, I’l'ened that lepuichre hv nlglit, and went 
into rt, anil cntleavi'urcd that it liior.id not he 
aV all Irnou'ii in tiie city, hut took wdy his 
i U'll jaithfu) friends witlt him. As for any 
jii nrc}, he founei i^onc, as Hyreanus had done, 1 
but tliut furn'.tnr,; , ; gi'ld, and thole jircoious i 
goi'Mis that were hiid u]i there, all whiedi ho j 
took a ■•'.'ay. However, he had a great dehre j 
to n;ake a i.tore diligent fearch, and to go far- j 
ther in, even as Hr as the very bndita-, of David I 
rma Solomon ; vvliere’ two ol his giiarda were j 
darn, hr a fiame that fnirf!. out e.p(m thofc that j 
went in, as the rejx.ri was. bo fro was Icr- j 
: de’.v affrighted, and went out, and built a pro- j 
piliatc; y i '.ornnnent ot that iViglit he had been | 
in, and this of tvltite done, at the moutn of 
the- icpu'e’hrc, and tiiiit at a great expenee rdid. 
Aud evci; * Nio'daus his hilloriograjihcr nrakes 
nieotion of ihis inonuan. nt built by Herod, 
though Ire eh.ics not mention, Jiis going dov/n 
iroo Inc iopnhhic, as knowing tlnit action to he 
of ill repute ,■ and many otlier things Ifc' treats 
e I in the iamo manner in his hook ; for he 
AvriHc in Heaoirs ];fe-time, and undcr Iris reign, 
;md i'o .is to'])leafe him, arul as a fervant to 
ifnn, louehing upon nollung but wluat tended ( 

, i 

* It if here wetth our oVfcrvpaion, .now ci'.r'.’ful •[ok--| 
plius wa;- as to tlu liit wicry of truth ia Ilcrod';, iiillorv, 
iu'.fc }voulil not follov/ Nici'laiiS or DaiJiat'.'us Ihmfclf, 
to yre.ir ao liil'ic'i.tn, v.’Iiert,’ tliea'c tvas rcafiin to fufpeCt 
ih.o ire ilatc'C!! Ho od i whieli i’up.trtitlity in liuLarv Jo- 


to his glory, and openly excufing many of hi> 
notorious crimes, and very diligently conceal¬ 
ing them. And as he was defirous to put hap.d- 
fome colours on the death of Mariamnc, and 
her forts, which were barbarous aHiorus 
in the king, lie tells Hlfehoods about the 
incontinence of rvlariamne, and the tscaeher- 
ca.s deligns ol his fons upon him ; and 
: thus he proceeded in his whole work, making 
' a pompous encomium upon what juft ae- 
! tions l.c had done, but earncltly apologi- 
' zing for his unjull ones. Indeed a inai:, 
j: as I laid, may have a great deal to fay hy wrtc 
jj ot cxcufe for Nicolaus ; for he did not lo pro- 
jj perly write this as an hiltory for others, a^' 
;i fomewhat that might be fubiervient to the kiriy, 
|i himielf. As for ourfclves, who come of a fa- 
|| mily nearly allied to the Afamonean kings, 
and on that account having an honourahk 
place, whidi is the prieflhood, we think it in¬ 
decent to lay any thing that is falfe about them, 
and accordingly we have deferibed their adciop,-. 
alter an unhlcmiflicd and upright manner. And 
althougli we reverence many of Herod’s pollcri- 
ty, who Hill reign, yet do we pay a greater 
regard to truth than to them, and this though, 
it fometimes happens that vve incur their dif- 
pleafure by lb doing. 

2. And indeed ilerod’s troubles in his fa¬ 
mily feemed to be augmented, by realbu of this 
attempt he made upon David’s fcpulchre, whe¬ 
ther divine vengeance inercafed the calamitic.s 
he lay under, in order to render them incura-. 
hie, (.r whether fortutic made an affault upon 
him in thole calcs, wltcrein the feafonablend*., 
of tb.e cuuh: made it llrongly believed that the 
calainivles tame upon him for his impiety ; for, 
tlic tumult was Hke a civil war in his palace, and ^ 
their luitred towards ope another was like that 
Wjliere each one flrove to exceed another in Ca- 
I'dunues. However, AntijxUcr uftd Hratagems 

per-. 

fcphu'i here fokmnly profctles, sijul of wliich impuvti.iliiy 
he hiiii given n;oic demoiiflraiions tliati alinolt any liiduri- 
■an v/i.omffH’ver; But as* to H’-rod’s taking great wenltii 
■out of David’s fepulclirc, thoygli 1 cannot prove it, yet do,- 
I flrcngly fufpeift it irym this very loAory. 
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perpetually againft his brethren, and that very 1 
cunningly: While abroad !ve loaded them with j 
accufations, but (till tool upon liint frequently j 
|o apologize for thcuu, that ttiis apparent bene¬ 
volence to them might make hiiu be !>clicvcd, 
and forward his attempts ag.ilnll them; by which 
naeans he, after \*arious manners, circumvented 
ills fatlicr, who i>elicved tiaat e’! lie did was for 
his preforeatioa. Herod idfo recommended i 
I’tcdicmv, who was a great tilreclor of tiac affairs ! 
of his hiiigdom, to Anllpi'er; and eonfulted j 
».i'h his mother about ohe ptublic affairs alii*. 
And indeed thcic were all in all, and did what 
thev pleated, and iviadc llie king angry againld 
any other perloiis, as they thought it might be 
to their own advantage : l>ut iU!l the tons of i 
Marianine were in a worltutinJ woiiecciulstion j 
perpctuallv ; anui wlulc they were thrull out, 
and let in a more tlilhonourahle rank, who vtt, 
i' 3 ^ i>irih, were the mull nolde, they could not 
hear tlm dilhoiiour. And lor tiic women, (da- 
phyra, Alexander’s wdlc, the daugliter of A.r- 
^helaiis, liated Salome, both hecaulc of her love , 
to her hulLind, and becaufe Glaphyra feemecl ■ 
US behave herfelf fomewhat infolcutly towards 
Salome’s daughter, who was the wife of Ariilo- ‘ 
hiilus ; wuich equality of licr’s to herielf Gla- 
pliyra took very impatiently. : 

q. Now befides this fceond contention that : 
had fillen among them, neither did the king’s 
brother Pheroras keep him out of trouble, but 
had a particular foundation for fufpicion and 
hatred ; for he was cwcrcome with tlie cdiarms 
of Ills wife, to Inch a degree of madnefs, that 
he derpifeJ the king’s diaughtcr, to wliom he 
had been betrothed, and ivholly bent his mind | 
£0 the other, who had been but a fervant. 
Herod alfo was grieved !)y the difnoDonr that 
was done him, becaufe he bad behowed many 
favours uooti him, and had advanced him to 
that height erf power, that he xvas almoil a | 
partner with him in the kingdom, amf law j 
that he had nc.t made him a due icturn lor his 
favours,, and ericcmcd liirnlelt unhappy on that 
account. So upon Piitroras's unworthy rc- 
fufal, he p,avc the damiel to Phaiaelus s fon ; 
(viit -.fti'r ffim.’ tiriii’ when he thoUi’ht ItlC licat 


of his brother’s afFcdlions was over, he blam¬ 
ed him for his former condnA, mid deliivd 
him to take his fccond dauglnei-, w Iiofe namr 
was rtolemx alto .uM'.vd ffuii to lea. ■ 

offallVoatmg his hrolher, mid t-i firf.d.e fa; 
wliom he had loved; for that it was a l)are 
thing to he lo enamoured (d'a lei vaiit as to dc- 
judve hlnifclfof flic king’s good-will to him, 
and become an otcalmn ol his trouble, and 
make Ifmdell hated b)- him. Pherora': kiuav 
tliat lilts .advice would be for Ids owm advan¬ 
tage, ]\artieularly becaufe be had been acculid 
helore, ami lorgivcn ; lo be put Ids wife awav, 
althougii be already lead a (im bv her, and en¬ 
gaged to tlie king, tliat he wmiid tal .? Ills ff_ 
com! daughter, and agree<l that the thlrtietli 
day alter Ihould he the day of inarri igc ; ami 
Iware he wouhl have no farther converlation 
with her whom he had juit away : lliu when tlie 
thirty days were (;vcr, he wa.: Inch a Iko.e to 
his aficclions, that lie no longi r jH-iibrnied anv 
thing he had proinitcd, Ini* conilnued Hill wipi 
his former wife. 'I'his occalioiicd Hcr(>d to 
grieve openly, and made Iiini angrv, widde tin. 
king dix'pped one word, m o'dur agaiidl 1 n - 
ras perpetually; and many made t’le kmg’s. 
.anger an oppoi'uniiv for ifffmg, wk:mni(, 
againft him. Not had tlTe king ;mv longer a 
fingle quiet day ( r liour: ) ut ooxd'm.s oi cm; 
frelE quarrel cc' .xmither arc>[c among, Lis 1 Na¬ 
tions, and tl'ioff tliat wu-rc dcarffi 10 him ; h i 
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\v''nli ‘ '..''.r in - n s clfiaths, they | 

I iu'caicnc.!, tli.i; i:'-i (i(' ilmir yrek’pt yandy i 

ap|\H\l,,thay Ihon’d iu ia '.irkcloili, . 

;uid c mi!lied id (dwiolv r!:ar ths'v flioiild not j 
ida t!'e ligiit oi tke f'ja. iloides were ; 

prelcntly carried ky i'Jinmc to tire kinp;, wlu’i j 
w.c; (nm’alcJ !o licirtiieni, and cudeavoure'J ; 
f,) iiKikc na insuers ; hut tficlo fulpicnins af- 
Hiiled id-a, and hecoirauir more and more iin- 
i.ai'y, he hclicvcd every hody ayiinld every ho- ; 
tiv. However, upon !;;s i .'ludfin;:; his ions,; 
.md Iw.sriny tire chlen.a, hac}’ made ior thern- 
t'elves, lie was ed'. r loi a v\hile, tliouujr a lit¬ 
tle aitcrvvarrl nuicii worle acciden's came upon ; 
him. 

4. Tor Pherora-, came to A!e\ander, (lie 
huro.ind ol' (dlapii)'ra, who was the ehuryluer 
(•■r Arehedaus, as we ha\’e already toUi you, and 
i'aid, that he had hoard from Salome, that lie- i 
rod was enimcjiircd of Cdlajdiyra, and that his ! 
paihoa for her was incnrahle. When Alcxan- ; 
tier heard that, lie •was all fin lire, from his 
vomh and jraloufy; and he interpreted the in- 
‘im s of Herod’s ('!!!i;fi:.y liehaviour to her, 
rvhieh were, very jVeqnent, lor the worJc, which 
came Irom tiiofe inipieions he hatl on account 
of that woivl aviii'a fell irom Pheroras ; nor 
lonid lie conccrd his yrief at tlic thiny, hut in- 
i 'r'ried him wiiit words Piieroras had la.d. 
Upon whith Herod was in a greater diforJ.cr 
lii.in ever ; and not irearinp; inch a falic calmn- 
i;y, aaliich was to his flramc, was much dif- 
tiu’hcd at it : and cd'ien did he lament the wiek- i 
nefs C'f his dumcliic', and how good lie had 
heen to them, and how ill rctjiiitals they had 
u.ciue him. So he lent for idreroras, and re- 
proaehed him, and laid, “ I'hou vilch of all 
ujcn 1 art thou eoaic to that unmcafurahlc and 
C'X.<'r,)Vjganr degree of ingratitude, as no" only 
to ihpjiofe fae’n te>ip,gs of me, hut to fperde of j! 
them i* I now inde. d pcicelvc wha' '.iiv inten- j 
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tlons arc ; It is not thy only aim to rejiroach 
me, when thou ufeH. fuch words to mv fon, 
i)iit thereby to pcrliirdehlm to plot ...gainll urn, 
and get me deitreyved by poilbn. And who is 
thetc, it he had not a good genius at his il- 
how, as hath my fon, hut wcajid not hear fuch. 
a fiifpieion of hir. fm.her, bur vw-uld nncn.y, 
himlclf upon him i Doll thou fui.pi m that 
thou haft only chopjiecl a W'Ord lor him to 
think C'f, and not rathe: liaft put a fwoid ini 
his hand I0 Hay Ins father; And vh.n dm'! 
thou mean, when thou really hateft L-od' Hm 
ai'd his hrotl'.cr, to pretend kindners to if,cup 
c'nly in cwcicr to raife a reproach againd me. 
and talk of fueh thing;s as none hu in. h an 
impious w retell as ihcu a.' t couhl citiici (iLii’c 
in tneir mind, or declare in their ' i Jo. l.n 
gc'ue, tlmn :hat art tneli a plague to thy h.ni.- 
faclnr, anc^ liiy hi-othcr, and may tl ai e\i! cem- 
feieiue (d tliiue go alotig v.itf; thee; witile ! 
Hill oYercoine tny rclaticus i)v kindi cIs, ami 
am io lar frean avemdiney nivielf c>l ti.ciu, a-; 
they deferve, that i heliow greater bcnciitf. u| c n 
j them than they are worthy 01.” 

5. Thus did the king fpcak. AVhcrcupon 
Pheroras, who was caught in the very ati. cjf 
his villany, faicl, That “ it was Salome who 
was the framer of this plot, and that the words 
came from her.” But as foon as fhc heard that, 
for fire WMS at hand, ftie cried cut, like one that 
would he believed, that no Inch thing ever came 
out of her mouth : that they all carneftly cn- 
dcavcui'ed to make tire kinrr hate her, and to 
make lier away, bteaufc of tlie good-will lire 
bore to Herod, and becaufe flic was always 
forefecing the dangers that were coming ii|ion 
liim, and that at prefent thei'c were more plots 
agaiuft him than ufuul; for wliile ftie was tlic 
only porfon who perfuaded her brother to put 
away the wife he now had, and to take the king’s 
daughter, it was no wxmder if Use were hated 
by him. As fhe faid this, and often tore her 
hair, and often lieat her breaft, her counted' 
nance made her denial to he believed, \)ut the 
pei'verfenefs of her manners declared at t he fame 
timelier difTimulation in t.jcfe procccflngs ; But 

I'lieroras 
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IVroras was^cau^^Iit l)cUvccn them, and had j 
nothin*^ plaufible to ufler in his own defence, | 
w!\ile hc^confefTed that he had faid what was ! 
charged upon him, but was not hdieved when i 
he faid he Iijid heard it from Salome : So the i 
cotifnlion among riiem was incroafed, and their j 
ijuarrelfomc wo;-ds one to another. At laii the j 
king, out of his hatred to his brother and lifter, ! 
font them both away : and when he had com- i 
mended the moderation of his fon, and tliat he i 
had himlclf told him of the report, he went in ! 
the evening to refrclh himfcif. After luch a 
conteft as this had fallen out among them, Sa¬ 
lome’s reputation fuffered greatly, fincc Ihc was 
I'uppofcd to have firft railed the calumny ; and 
the king’s wives were grieved at her, as know- i 
ing Ihc was a very ill-natured woman,and would 
iomethnes be a friend, and fometimes an enemy 
at dilForent leaibns: So they perpetually faid 
one thing or other againft her, and fomewhat 
that now fell out made them the bolder in fpeak- 
ing againft her. 

6 . There was one Obodus, king of Arabia, 
an inadtive and flothful man in his nature ; but 
Sylleus managed moft of his aftliirs to him. 
He was a flircwd man, although he were but 
young, and was handfome withal. This Syl¬ 
leus, upon feme occafion, corning to Herod, 
.'I'ud fupping with him, faw Salome, and fet 
his heart upon her ; and underftanding that 
the was a widow, he difeourfed with her. Now 
bccaufe Salome was at this time lefs in favour 
with her brother, fire looked upon Sylleus with 
fome palfion,* and was very earneft to be mar- 
’ried to him; and on the days following there 
appeared many, and thofe very great indica¬ 
tions of their agreement together. Now the 
Avomen carried this news to the king, and j 
laughed at the indecency of it j whereupon | 
Herod enquired about it farther of Plieroras, j 
and delired him to obferve them at fupper, how j 
their behaviour was one toward another ; who j 
•told him, that, by the fignals wliich came from j 
'their heads and their eyeSj they both were evi- | 
dentlyin love. After this Sylleus the Arabian, 
being fufpe£ted, went av/ay, but came again 
two or three months afterwards, as it were on ! 


ibc.t very delign, and fpake to Herod about if, 
a:ul di.lired that Salome might be given him to 
vile ; for that this ailinlty might not he difid- 
\ uit.igcous to his aftairs, by a unioit wiih Api~ 
i)ia, the government of which country'was a! 
leatiy in ehetft under his power, and more evi ■ 
dendy would be his hercafrer. Acc >iding!v, 
wijcn Ilcrod dilcouried ^v!lh hi-; lifter about ii. 
and alkcd. her, wlictlirr ll;e were difpofed ro 
ties m.atch ? (lie immedlafelv agietri to ir. 'jhr 
when Sylleus was clehrcd to conic ('Ver to iln.; 
Jcwilb U’ligu;!!, and then he llv, uld marrv her, 
and tha! it was impoftiblc to do it on anv othcr 
terms, he would not boar that propufil, ami 
went hi:; way ; for he faid, that If iic thmld 
do fo, he fhutild be Honed by tlie Aralr.. 
did Plieroras reproach Salome ftn- her Incenii- 
neacy, as <Ud the women much more; and 
faid, that Sylleus had dchaiichcd lier. As ft r 
tliat damlel, which the king' had betrothed to 
Ins brother Pheroras, but he had not ta.ken her, 
as I have before related, hceaufe he was ena¬ 
moured of his former wdl'e, Salome defin'd of 
Herod live might be given to her fon by Coftc- 
barus ; which match he was very willing tc, 
but wots diftiiadcd from it by Plieroras, who 
pleaded, that this young man would ucit be 
kind to her, lincc his father had been flain by 
him, and that it was more juft that his fon, 
who was to he his i'ucecftor in the letrarchy, 
ftiould have her; So he begged his pardon, 
and perfuaded him to do fo. Accordingly the 
damfel, upon this change of her elpoufals, was 
difpofed of to this young man, flic fon of 
iPhcroras, the king giving for her portion an 
hundred talents. 


C H A P. viir. 

J/crtu Hefod took up yllexcwdci\ i!?id hound him ; 
whom yet Arcbclnus^ King of Cappadocia^ 
reconciled to bis Father IJerod again. 

§ I. T 3 UT ftill the affaiis of Herod’s family 
X3 were no better, but perpetually more 
troublefome. Now this accident happened, 
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wiiich arofc from no decent occafion, but pro¬ 
ceeded 1‘) I’.'.r ar. to brir.:.; great cii-dicuhics upon 
biin. ’’i'hcrc were certain eunufli;; which the 
king iiad, ; nu on .u count of tlwir beauty was 
very fo;ui ol'tiicni; au.d tlte cue oi biinging 
him drink was intrutled to one of them, of 
bringing iiim bis rupi>cr to another, and ol put¬ 
ting him to he'd th.; t!urd, who all'o managed the 
principal iidalrs ca. tiic govci'niiieiit : and there 
was one tiJd tnc king tlirt iheic eiinuclis were 
corruntci! bv Alewindcr t'lc king’s Ibit, with 
great fuins of money ; And wlien they were 
^iJlecd, whether Ahnrander had had criminal 
coiiverfnion with lliem ? they conlelicd it, but 
laid they knew cd' no farther mltchief of Ins 
againll bis father; hut when they were more 
fevcrely tortured, and were in the utmoh ex¬ 
tremity, and the tormentess, out of compliance 
Avith Antipater, firetcIreJ tiic rack to the very 
. Titmoh, they faid, tliat Alex.ntder hare great 
kl-udii and innate hatred to his father ; and that 
i*c told thetn, that Iderod defpalred to live 
much longer; and that in order to cover his 
great age, he coloured his hair black, and cn- 
dcaucured to conceal what would difeover how 
old he was; hut that if he would apply him- 
EU' to him, when he ihoidd attain the king¬ 
dom, which, in fpite of his father, v'c-nld come 
to nc' o'je eiic, he ilaouKl (juickly have the lirll 
pkicc in that kingdont under him ; ior tli.it ho 
was r.ow ready to take the kingdom, not only 
as hit l/iitb-iight, hut by tl;e jtreparations he 
had made hir ohiaining it, bccaide a great ma¬ 
ny of the ruler*-', a>id a greai main/ of his 
fric-ndr, were of Ins lide, and thofe no ill men 
ncithci, n aciy Lnjtli to do and to fnircr whatfo- 
cver Ihonid come on that acconut. 

a. WiiitN Iderod })card this eonfefnon, he 
was all over anger and fear, feme }>arts feeming 
to him reproachful, and fome made him fufpi- 
•cious of dangers that attended hiin, infomuch, 
that on both accounts he W'as provoked, and 
bitterly afraid led fome more heavy plot was 
laid againil him than lie fliould he then able to 
efcape from ; wherenpoa he did not now make 
an open fearch, Imt font about fpies to watcli 
fuch as he fufpccled, for he was uotv over-run. 
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with fufjdcion and hatred againft all about him ; 
and indulging abundance of thofe fufpicion.s,, 
: in order to his prefervation, he continued to 
: lidpcdl tliofo that were guiitlefs: nor did he 
let any hounds to himfelf, hut fuppofmg that 
thole who ilaid with him had the mod power 
to hurt him, they were tQ him very frightful ; 
and for thofe that did not life to come to him, 
it feemed enough to name them [to make them 
lulpeflcd] and he thought himfelf I'afer when 
they were dcflroycd : And at lad his domedic-^ 
were eoinc to that pafs, that being no way Ic- 
, cure of efeaping themfelves, they fell to aceu!- 
, ing- one another, and imagining that he wiio 
_ fiid acculed another was mod likely to lave 
; hitnielf; yet when any had overthrowm others, 

I they were hated, and they were thouglit to lul 
fer judly, who unjudly accufed others, and 
they only thereby prevented their owni accula- 
fation ; nay, they now executed their own pri-- 
vatc enmities by this means, and whenjtliey 
were caught, they w'cre punidied in the fame 
way. Thus thefe men contrived to make ul'e 
of this ofiportunity as an inftrument and a fnare 
againd their enemies, yet when they tried it, 
were themfelves caught alfo in the fame fnare 
which they laid for others : And the king foou 
repented qf what he had done,, becaiifc he had 
no clear evidence of the guilt of thofe whom 
he had llain ; and yet what was ftill more fe- 
vere in him, he did not make ufe of his repen¬ 
tance in order to leave off doing the like again, 
but in order to infiid; the fame puniflimcnts 
upon their accufers. 

3. And in this ftate of diforder were the 
affairs of the palace: and he had already told 
: many of his friends diredlly, that they ouglit 
; not to ajipear before him, nor come into the 
, palace; and the reafon of this injuniftion was, 

I that [when they were there] he had lefs frec- 
I dom of aiding, or a greater reftraint on him¬ 
felf on their account : for at- this, time it w^as 
I that he expelled Androraachus and Gemeilur, 

I men who had of old been his friends, and been 
I very ufeful to him in the, affairs of hi« king¬ 
dom, and been, of advanta^ to his fumily by 

tfieir 
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their ambaflagcs and coimfcls; and had been 
tntors to his Tons, and had in a manner the 
brll degree of'iVeedom witli him. lie c\']K'l!ed 
Androinachns, hecaufe liis Ion Deinetriu;; was 
a companion to Alexander ; and Ciemelhis, he- 
caul'e he knew that he wilhed him well, wjiich 
arofe from his .having l)ccn with liim in liis 
youlli, when he vvas at ichool, and ahfent at ! 
Rome. Thefc he expelled ont of liis palace, I 
and was willing' enough to have done worle hy ij 
them ; but tiiat he miglit not feem to take fucli i! 
liheri-y ag-ainft men of I'o great reputation, he ;| 
contented himlclf with depriving them ol'their i| 
tiigiiity, and of their power to liinder his wick- |j 
ed proceedings. 

4. Now it was Antipntcr wbio tvas the ' 
CHufe of ail this ; who, when he knew what j 
a mad and licentious way oi ading his lather'j 
was in, and had been a great while one ol hi.s i 
eounlellor,*!, he hurried him on, and then | 
thought he fhould bring him to do I'omcwhat j 
to purpofe, when every one that could oppofc 
him was taken away. When therefore Andro- 
machus and his friends were driven away, and 
had no difeourfe nor freedom with the king 
any longer, the king, in the firfl place, exatnin- 
cd by torture all whom he thonglit to he faith- 
iul to Alexander, w'hether they knew of any of 
his attempts againfl him ; btst thefe died with- 
()Ut having any thing to fay to that matter, 
w'hich nradc the king more zealous [after dif- 
coYcries] when he could not find out wliat evil 
proceedings he fufpeded them of. As for Anti- 
pater, he was very fagacious to raife a calumny 
againft thofe that w^ere really innocent, as if 
their denial was only their conftancy and fdc- 
iitv [to Alexander] and thereupon ]>rovckcd 
Herod to difeover by the torture of great num¬ 
bers what attempts were ftill concealed. Now 
thefe was a certain perfon among the many 
that were tortured, who faid, that he knew 
that the young man had often faiJ, that when 
lie rvas commended as a tall man in his body, 
and a fkilfiil raarkfinan, and that in his other 
coyinfendable exercifes, he exceeded all men ; 
rhefi; qualifications given him by nature, though 
good in thcmfclvcs, were not advaivageous tp 


him, hecanfe Ills fatlicr w.ss gil.'vcd at them, 
-and envied him i'or them : and that wlmn he 
walked along with hi^ falhcr, he c:uie;r, oured 
to deprefs and fiu'r'.cn hiniicH', that he uii<;!.'' 
not a]'‘pcar too tail : and that when lie lliot a! 
any thing, as he was lutnii'.'g,, when his iathi'j 
was hy, he inlflcd his ni.itk on ])ui'poic; lor b'* 
knew how amhitions his father was of being 
iuperior in Inch cxcrclfcs. fio wlicn the man 
was tormented about lliis faying, anti had calc 
given his hotly alter It, he tidtlcd, that he had 
his liroliur yhrillobulus for ids airdhinec, and 
contrived to lay itt wiit foa' tiicir lather, as they 
were hunting, and kill him ; and when tile/ 
liatl dtnic io, to fly ;iway to iloun', and defire 
to have the kingdom given them. There were 
alio letters of the young man found, vvritlcig 
to his brother, wherein lie coinjdaincii, that 
his lather did not acv jnlliy in tfiving Antipatcr 
a couritry whole [yearly] revenues amountctl 
to two luindrcd talent;;. Uptm thefe conlcf- 
lions, Herod prefcntly tlionglit he had lome- 
wliat to depenti on, in Ids own opinion, as to 
his liifpicion aliout his Ions : So lie tool; up 
Alexander, and hound him ; yet did he full 
continue to be uncafy, and was not (juitc fati>- 
fied ol tlic truth of what he had heard : ami 
when he came to recoiled liindelf, he found 
that they liad cn'y made juvenile complaints 
and contentijns ; mu! that it was an incredible 
thing, that, when Ids ion ihould h.ave llain him, 
he fhould ojivuly go to Rome [to beg the king¬ 
dom] ; 80 he was dctirniis to fiavc ionic I'i.rer 
mark of his -rou’s 'wickedne!';, am! was very fo- 
licitous about it, that he mirhr not appear to 
have condemned him to be put in piifon too 
ralhlv. 80 lie torUircd tlic mTu-.ir'al oJTXIcx- 
ander’a friends, and put not a lew ol' them 
to death, without getting any (,f the things 
out of them whicli lie luipected : And while 
Flerod w'as very inTy about tliis msutcr, and 
the palace was full of terror and trouble, one 
of the younger iort, when he wa,; in the 
utmoft tgeony, conlelkd, that A’lO.-an !cr liad 
lent to his friends at Rome, am! dci.icti tlisi 
he might be quickly juvited thhha i;y C:r- 

far. 
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.far, a)ul thuT he could ciifcitver a plot a- 
gaind hhn, tliat Mitlinihir,rhc king of Par- 
thia, was j. in.cd in friendih'p witli his fatlier | 
againft tlui' Romans, and that lie had a poifon- i 
ous poaion ready pre[)ared at Adtelon. i 

5. To ihefe accul'ations Idcrod gave credit, ' 
and enjoyed hereby, in Ids ndlcrable cafe, foinc 
fort of coidblation, in excufe of his ralhnefs, : 
as flatlcriiig himfclf with linding things in fo 
bad a condition ; hut as for the poifonous po- j 
tion, which he laboured to find, he could find j 
none. As for Alexander, he was very defirous 
to aggravate the vail misfortunes he was under ; 
fo he pretended not to deny the accufations, but 
punilhed the ralhucfs of his father with a great¬ 
er crime of his own ; and perhaps he was wil¬ 
ling to make his father allaamed of his eafy 
belief of inch calumifics : Pie aimed cfpccially, 
if he could gain belief to his dory, to plague 
him, and Jiis whole kingdom : for he wrote ! 
four letters, and font them to him, That “ lie | 
did not need to torture any more perfons, for - 
he had plotted againll him ; and that he had j 
for his partners Plieroras, and the moil faithful j 
of his friends ; and that Salome came in to him j 
by night, and that flae lay with him whether i 
he would or no ; and that all men were come | 
to be of one mind, to make away with him as 
foot! as they could, and fo get clear of the con¬ 
tinual fear they we re in from him.” Among i 
thefe were accufed Ptolemy, and Sapinnius, ; 
w'ho were the mofl faithful friends to the king. | 
And what more can he faid, hut that thole 
who before were the mod intimate friends, 
were become v/ild beads to one another, as if 
a certain, madnefs had lallcn upon them, while 
there W'as no room for defence or refutation, 
in order to the dWlovery of the truth, hut all 
w'cre at random doomed to deftrudion ; lb that 
feme lamented thofe that w'ere in prifon, fome 
thofffi that were put to death, and others la¬ 
mented that they were in expedation of the 
fame miferies ; and a melancholy folitude 
rendered the kingdom deformed, and quite the 
1 everfe to that liappy Hate it was formerly in. 
Herod’s own fife alfo was entirely didurbed ; 
and bccaufe he could truft nobody, he was 
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Ibrely punidaed by' the expedation of fartlicr 
milery; for he often fancied in his imaginaticn, 
that his fon had fallen upon him, or flood by 
I him w'ith a fword in his hand ; and thus was 
: Ills mind night and day intent upon tiiis thing, 
and revolved it over and over, no otherwik; 
than if he were under a dldradion. And this 
was the fad condition Herod was now in. 

6. But when Archelaus, king of Cappado¬ 
cia, heard of the (late that Herod was in, and 
being in great dillrefs about his daug'ifcr, and 
the young man [her hulband] and grieving 
with Herod, as with a man that ivas his friend, 
on account of fo great a diAurbance as lie was 
under, became [to Jerufalem] on purpolc to 
compolc their differences,: And when he found 
Herod in fuch a temper, he thought it wdrolly 
unfeafonable to reprove him, or to pretend that 
he had done any thing rafhly, for that he flioulJ 
thereby naturally bring him to dilpiUe ti:e point 
witli him, and by Hill more aiai ■ i- ’ c apolo¬ 
gizing for himfelf to he tiie more iri’.tatetl, he 
he went therefore another way to work, in 
order to correct the former misfortunes, and 
appeared angry at the young man, and faid, 
that Plerod had been fo very mild a man, 
that he had not a died a rafh part at all. l ie 
alfo faid, he would diflblve his daughter's mar¬ 
riage with Alexander, nor coulcl in juAice 
fpare his own daughter, if Aie were confeious 
of any thing, and did not inform Herod of 
it. When Archelaus appeared to be of this 
temper, and otherwile than Herod expedled 
or imagined, and, for the main, took Herod’s 
part, and was angry on his account, the king 
abated of his harOinels, and took occahon, from 
his appearing to have adled juAly hitherto, 
to come by degrees to put on the affedion 
of a father, and w^as on both fidcs to be pi¬ 
tied ; for when Tome perfons refuted the ca¬ 
lumnies that were laid on. the young man, he 
w^as thrown into a palfion j but w’hen Archc- 
laus joined in the accufation, he was diffolved 
into tears and forrow, after an alRdionate man¬ 
ner. Accordingly he defired, that he would not 
diAblve his fon s marriage, and became not lb 
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angry as before for his oflcnccs. So when 
Afchel i IS iiad brouglu him to a more ino- 
clcrate temper, he transferreil the caluniiues 
upon his friends ; and faid, it ipuil be ow¬ 
ing to llicrn, that fo young a man, and one 
ii!tac([uai!itcd with malice, was corrupted ; 
and he J'uppofcd, that there was more realim 
to iurpetl; the brother than the Ton. l''j)Oii 
wiiich, llcrod w^ift very much dll'plearcc! at 
Pheroras, wlio indeed had now no one t'lat 
could make a reconciliation Irctwcca him 
and his Iwotlier. S> when he law tint Ar- 
chelaus had the greatell power with Morod, 
he betook himlelt to him, in the hioir of 
a mourner, and like one that hail all the 
ligns upon him of an undone man. Up¬ 
on tills, Archel'i'ts ciid net overlook tlic i:i- 
tcrcidhon he made to Iiiin, nor yet did la: 
undertak.; to change the king’s dllpofition u.-- 
'.virds him immediately; and In; ftid, that it 
was bettor i'or him to come himfolf to I'le 
king;, and coufels himlelf the occaiicna of ail, 
tiiat this would make the king’,; anger not to 
bo ft) cKtrava,gant towards him, and t'lat then 
he would he preient to affift him. Wi'.eu 
tie liad pcrluaded liiin to this, he gained his 
point with both of them ; and the calumnies 
railed againft the young man were, beyond 
all expeUation, wiped olf. And Archolaus, as 
foon as he had made tine reconciliation, went 
then away to (Jappadoda, Iiaving proved, at 
tins junddurc of rime, the mf-d acccjitable ]icr- 
fon to 1-lerod in too world ; on which account 
he gave him the riche.'t prclents, as tokens of 
-his rcfpedls to him, and being on other oeca- 
fions magnauirnous, he etlccmcd liiin one of 
his deareif friends, lie alia made an agree¬ 
ment with hint, tliat he would go to Rome, 
becaufc he had written to Ciaddr al>out thel'e 
alfairs : So they went together as far as An¬ 
tioch, and there Herod made a reconciliation 
bervvccti Archelaus and Titus, the prelident 
of Syria, who had been greatly at variance; 
and io returned back to Judea, 
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d'v/VWVW.O/jr tbc Revolt of iIt '] !\i. {'V’/ll’i : J /oW 
Sybetis accujed Ilrrod hp.rf ilr’’ir; tv'd -jo^v 
iu/ td, veJuoi C^rjlir .-w < 

Plvii to ft. ad N.U'o'uW.f 1/ I\ 0 ': 

§ t.TT THEN Hewd k: 1 1, 

\ V mi ! w'w, cn.ic- IcK,’. 

aroi’e bcliYcen idm and !'-,m'.r 
occalio.i loll',•■.ving : Tii" inli.djiM'.'.s of d'ra- 
clinmt;;, aher Ua:l,ir ii ui t ik.m the. caiunrry 
.iwac l.i.'in /vjnodorns, jm 1 .ulJcd it to Hciod, 
had .'.'>1 !i;.\Y power to i>A, ’uil were ibrccil to 
plough li e i.and, and to llw: (oiie'lv, 
vr.is a llilng ihra ciid nry like; and when rin.'V 
did take tliat na’ms, t!u: gr.iund dlu in-I pre- 
duee much. Iruit lor them. I lowev.,!', at tivc 
iiiii; the king would not permit them !o orb, 
and in they ahllaiiicd liom that unjiill way 
of living Ujinn their iiJghboniM, winch jirc,-- 
cured lierod a greet lepnnuion lor Iiis cau'; 
But when he was f;i!ing t a Rome, it was ar 
lh.it time wlien he went to .icenle hi;, fm 
xAk:candcr, and to commit Antijiatcr to (iaddr'.? 
protecllon, the ’I'rachonitcs fpread a rcjv.rt as 
if he were dead, and revolted from hi;- domin¬ 
ion, and betook themielves again to their a.- 
cullome J way of roiibing their ncighlioui'a ; at 
wiiicli time the king’s conv.nand-, :s fubdued 
ll'.em during; ; wiblencc- ; is.: alamt forty of the 
principal oSiher ., being r i.’ied by ihoi'c that 
had been r limn, h,li tlic eoumry, and i'ctired 
int.o Arahii, dyi’ens cn;.mt.ilnb;g them, alter 
he liad iniib d of m.vi yiug S'lome, and ;\ ivc 
them a pli'..'- "f ftren;g:ii, in which they dw\.!'. 
So they ovcr-ra.i isot onlv judea, but all Uek- 
lyria alfo, ami carried oil'the piv'', wliile Sy]~ 
lens afl'ordcd them places of proleLfion ami 
ejuietnefs during tluar v> i sked pr.iXicmi. Bu." 
wlien Herod came hack irotn Rome, he per¬ 
ceived that his donnni.ms h.u! gre.uly luffcred 
by them, and riucc he i.ould mg teach llic 
robbers tbcmrebc.s bccaulc of the iccure re¬ 
treat they had in that country, and whicii tlie 
Arabians governmenL aflPrded them, and yat. 
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heiajjr ar ihc ininiTc--; tlicy hud L l)v tlic pcrmiTion of Saturninus and Volumr-i- 

donj hi.n, !u- a!i over Trachonkis, and U", executed tlie judgment himfelf upon thole 

flew their rclcUioiia ; v,'!iercupon thefe robbers that wei'c refradlory. He took an army that lie 
were more .logry than before, it being a law ! had, and led It into Arabia, and in three day;', 
among thorn to he avenged on the murderers ! time marched feven maufions ; and when he 
of thcir'relaiioiis hy all pofiihlc means ; lo they j eainr to the garrifon wherein the robbers were, 
ocntlnucd lo tear and rend cverv thing niitJer i he tnadc am afiault upon them, and took them al', 
He rod’s dotninion widi impunity ; 'i'licn did ji and dcmnliflicd the place,which'was called/i!avy' 


lie difeourfe aiiout ihde roliberies to Saturnimrs 
and Vol'jtiinius, and retjuired th.it ihev ihould 
he punlil'ieJ; njion wfiich occilion they kill 
the more tonlinned tlicmj'elves in their robber¬ 
ies, .iiid became more numerous, and made 
very great diftuibanees, layitig wa.ile tlic coun¬ 
tries and \iilagea that bcio:).ged to Herod's 
ki'.igdnm, and killing thoic- mcii whom they 
caught, till ihclc unjull proceedings came to 
be like a leal war, for the roUhvis were now 
become about a thoufand. At wliieli Herod ■ 
was lore thlplealed, and required the ixdo'ncrs, ; 
as well as the monev vvhieh he iiad lent Hiro- | 
<'as, !)y .Sylleus, wliieli was llxty talents, and j 
Imee the tiiiic of paynunt was now part, he I 
defired to have it paid Idm ; hut Sylleus, who | 
had laid Ohodas afidc, and managed all hy 
himlelf, denied that the lobbers were in Ara¬ 
bia, and put off the payment of the money ; 
about which there was an hearing before *' Sa- j 
turnimis arid Volumnius, wlio vve’c then the I 
prclidcnts of Syria. At lail he, hy their means, ' 
:tgvecd, that within thlity days time Herod 
iiiouid be paid his money, and that each of them i 
ihould deliver up the others iuhjedls rtcqn'oca!- | 
iv. Now as to Herod, there was not (me of 
the Ollier lubicels found in his kingdom, eitlier 
a", doing any injurticc, or on any other ae..,ounr; 
but it was proved that the Arabians liad the rob¬ 
bers amongfl them. 

z. When this day appointed for payment 
of the money vras part, wdthout Sylleus per- 
iorming any part of Ills agreement, and he 
was gone to Rome, Herod demanded the pay¬ 
ment ol the money, and that the robbers that 
were in Arabia"fliould be delivered up; and, 

* Tlici'c ji/mf pr( fidciits of .Syria, fv;u.ur.runus and Vo- 
I'.imnius, wore not pt-rliajis of equal autlionry, hut the 
l.itici I'.Le u proeiuulor under the former^ as the rcry 


j but did no harm to any'others ; Irut as the, 
1 Arabians came to their afliilauce, under Naeeh 
j their captain, there eirtucd a battle, whciein a 
! few t>f J.Icrod’s foldicr;;, and Naccl), the cap- 
i tain of the fVrabians, and about twenty of hi.: 

foltlicrs fell, while the reft betook thcmleb c; 
j to fliglu. So when he had brought tbefc to 
I puniihment, lie placed three thoufand Idume- 
ans in Trachonitis, and thereby rertrained the' 
robbers that were there. He alfo lent an ac 
count to the captains that were about PhcniS.g, 
i and dcmoullrated that Ire had done notliin;; 
hut what lie ought to do, in punifliing the re ■ 
fraClory Arabians ; wliich, upon an cxadl en¬ 
quiry, they found to be no tnore than what 
tvas true., 

7. However, n'lcOengers were hailed a- 
way to Sylleus to Ronre, and informed him 
•what had been done, and, as is ufual, aggrava¬ 
ted every thing. Now Sylleus had alrea<ly in- 
linuated himfeif into the knowledge of Cwfaiq 
and was then about the palace; and as foon a.; 
he heard of thefe things, he changed his habit 
into black, and went ii), and told Cwfar, That 
“ Arabia was afflidled with war, and that ai! 
his kingdom was in great confufion, upon Fle- 
rod’s laying it vvafte with his army.; and he 
faid, with tears in his eyes, that two thoufand 
live hundred of the principal men among; the 
Arabians had been deftroyed, and tltat tlieir 
captain Nacebus, his familiar friend and kiiif- 
man, was flain ; and that the riches that were 
at Raepta were carried off; and that Oliodas 
was defpifed, whofe infirm ftate of body render¬ 
ed him unlit for war; on which, account, nei¬ 
ther 

if 

learned Not is and Pagi, and witli tlieni Dr Ifudlbn, de¬ 
termine.. 
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tlicr lie, nor ihe Ariibi.m army were prerent.” 
When Sylleu.i lai;I In, ;unl added iuvidloudy, 
'idiit. “ he would not hind'elf have come out of 
the country, unlids he had believed that (delar 
would liave provide i that they diould all have' 
peace one with auothci', and that, Irul he heeri 
there, he would have taken care that the war 
ihoiild not have heeii to Herod’s advantage,” | 
Twfar was provijfcd when this wms iaul ; and J 
alhad no more thin this one (picllion, both of | 
Herod’s friends tint were there,* and of his | 
own friend;- wlio were come from Syria, | 
fVhether Herod had led an army tliither ?” j 
And when tliey were forced to contefs lb much, j 
i.ielar, without ftayluy to licarfor what realon j 
he did it, and how it was done, grew very 1 
angry, and wrote to Herod diarply. I’hc him ! 
wf ills eplltle was this: That “ whereas of old i 
he Irid ided him r.s his friend, he Ihould now | 
utc liim as Ids fnhjeeh” Syllcus ally wrote an 
s.'conut of this to the Arediians ; who were to 
vdieeilcd wlrh it, tiiat they neltiicr delivered up 
, lie--obhers that had lied to them, nor ps.ycd 
•he money-that was due ; tliey retained thofe 
indnrc;! alfo which tiicy had lurcU, and kojU 
•he:u witliout jiaying tliclr rent, ;uul ai! tins ^ 
tieeaufc the king of tlie jews was now in alow | 
. ondition, by reafon of C.t'fir’s anger atjiim. 
iliol'e of Trachonitis alio made ule oi tins op¬ 
portunity, and i‘;ii-e up ag;iiiih the Idume.m 
^rirriloni and followed tlic fame way of roh- 
h'in-’^ With the Arabians, who had pillaged thcii , 
eoiuitry, and were more rigid m then unjull 
proceedings., not only in order to get by it, but 
by way of revenge alfo. 

Nh)W Herod was forced tci bear all tins, j 
t-bat confidence of bis being quite gone with 
which C:t-far’s favour ufed to infpire him lor 
C.efar would not admit fo much a.s an amhal- 
fige from him, to make an apology ior him ; , 
and wlicn they came ag ain, be lent tliem away 
without fuccefs; So he was call Into fadiicls 
and fear; and Sylleus's circumftances grieved 


* 'Pi is Ar<"tis was nnvv become lo eftablilbcJ a iimn, 
b,r tl.c'kings ol Ar.ibia [;U Petr-u and D-innlcus] that 
v.ds ii ibc- ciov.'ii came to tint Eneas, he lii., 


bi;n cxcecdinpj v, who \va; now ];cllcved b.v 
(l.ebtr, and w'as-preient at O'V, lome- 

times aipirlng higher. N.<v. it tatne to pah 
that (ibudas was tlead ; a.n-.l Imk,:;', whoie iiamc 
was altvrward changed to ' Aict.is, took the 
goccriimcnt ; for Svlleus ciuKsn ouruii by i 
lumiiies to get him luimcd out ol hi., priucio.i- 
lity, that lie might liimleh lake it ; with wh’ch. 
dclign he gave much iiimicy to the courtiers, 
and promlied mucli money to liahar, -who in¬ 
deed was aneg-y tiuit Arctas had not lent to him 
lird before lie look the kinpalom ; vet did bhieai 
fend an cpiRle, and prelents tot/eii.r, and a 
golden crotvn, (>1 the weight ol iminy itdcnts 
Now that cpilllc acciiled l->ylleiis ;ish.iviii'\ been 
a wicked fervant, and having; klliet! (ila/das by 
poifon ; and that, while he was tdive, lie hail 
governed liim as lie plealed ; and htal alio de¬ 
bauched tlie wives ol the Araliianr, ; and had 
borrowed money, in order to obtain tlie domin¬ 
ion fc>r himlell ; yet did not f.’trlargive Jued to 
thefe accufatioiis, but lent hi;; tinihall.'idors hack, 
without rccciviiig ;mv ol his prelents: hut in 
the mearitimc the alfairs ol Judea atul Araliia 
become world ar.d woileg p;trtly i-.ccaufe of the 
anarcliy they w ere under, and p.i!ily hecttul; 
as had ;is tliey were, noLod h ui piover to g'O- 
vern them; for ol tlie tsvo king-., tlie one was 
not yet co:iknned in If;:; kingsi -m, and io had 
not authority fulileicni to la drai-i the cvil- 
dogrs ; and a,; for Herod, tdrlar was uumt di- 
atcly angry at him, lor having; averyged Iiim- 
fclf; and lo he was compelled to Iiear all the 
injuries that were oflored him. /\t length, 
when he fivv no cml of tlie ndlehief which 
furrounded him, lie relolved to lend amhalf.- 
dors to Rome again, to lee whether Ids iilwu;-, 
liad prevailed to mitigate (l:elar, auu t(> ad.h - t 
ihemfelves to Cji-iar himieil : r..id the .luda.l- 
lador he lent lliiiliet was Miooums ol Ikiniut- 
cu;-;, 

C 11 r\ Ik 

naint to Aiii.is, It.;;’ .'.a ir-.ii 'awe ui 1'. cb : . • t'ea 
Aii’Jtj. E. Xlil. chai-. -sv. V V. 
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How Enryrh's falftly aciufd H rod's dons; and 
hoiv their Father bound t'orny and wrote to 
Cufar about them. Ofdydcus ; on 1 how be 
was irenfi-d by NiioLins. 

§ l. diferJers about Kcro(l\ family 

^ ao ! chdclrcn about triii time grew 
rnucli wr'rfe; for it now appeared eertai’i, nor 
was it unl'orelccn before-hand, that fortune 
threatened tl.e greatcfl: and motl unfupportablc 
itUsforlun..s polliblc to his kingdom. Its pro- 
grefs and augmentation at tins time arofe on 
the occa'ion following: (Dne Euiyclcs, a La¬ 
cedemonian (a pcifon of note there, but a man 
of a pervcifc mind, and fo cunning in his ways 
of voUiptuoai'neL and flattery, as to indulge 
both, and yit feem to indulge neither of them) 

came in hi.. traveL to Herod, and made him 

. ♦ . 

prelents, but lo that lie received more prefents 
from him. He alfo tt'ok. fuch proper feafoiis 
for infinuiting hirafclf into his friendiliip, that 
he became one of the mofi; intimate of the 
king's friends. lie had his lodging in Antipa- 
ter’s houfe ; hut he had not only aceefs, but 
free converfation •with Alexander, as pretend¬ 
ing to him that he was in great favour with 
Archeluis, the king uf Cajipadoei i ; whence 
he pmtciKhd much refpeft to Cdaphyra, and, 
in an olloU manmr, cuUivaied a frienddiip 
with tin n ail, but a.hvavs a'tending to wliat 
MMS laid a.nd d lu- 
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wMs tolerable, fincc his father w'as already come 
to hate them; and he added, that he would 
neither admit them to his table, nor to his con- 
verfdtion. Such were the complaints, as was 
but natural, of Alexander about the things that 
tioubled iiim : and thefe difcourics Furyclcs 
carried to Antipatcr ; and told him, he dicl nc.t 
infoim him of this on his own account, hut that ‘ 
being overcome by his kindb"^", the great in: t 
poifducc of tiie thing obliged him to do it • 
and he waraed him (o have a care of Alcxa?’- 
dcr; for tliat what he faid wais fpoken witli 
vehcmcncy, and that, in confe(|ucnce of hat 
he faid, he would certainly kill him wiih 1 i, 
own hand. Wlicrcupon Antipatcr, tl inkin 
him to be hi. fiicnd by this advice, ga\c hinn 
prefents ujion .d! occafions, and at length p^r 
iuaded him to iiiform Herod of v'hat he had 
heaid. So when he related to the king Ale”'"- 
andcr’s ill temper, as difeovered by tlie word' 
he had heard 1dm (peak, lie was eafly believed 
by liim, and he thereby brought the king to that 
pafs, turning him about by his words, and ir¬ 
ritating him, till he iticrcafcd his ^.at.cd to him, 
and made him implacable,* wliich he flicwed 
at that very time, for he immediately g.uc 
Eurycles a prefent of fifty talents ; wb.o, when 
he had gotten them, went to Archclaus, kinp^ 
of Cappadocia, and commended Alexander be¬ 
fore liim, and told him that he had been many 
ways of advantage to him, in making a rceor- 
eiliation between him and his father. So ho 
got money from him alfo, and wer: away, bc- 
tore his pernicious pradlices W'cre f(>und opt : 
but when Eurycles v.-as returned to Lacede- 
mon, he did not leave off doing mif hief', end 
for Ills many acts cL injuftice, he was b.a- 
nilhed from his own country. 

2 Bu r as for the king of (he Jews, he was 
net now in the temper he was in fonnc.'ly to- 
waids Alexander and Aiiftohulus, wlicn he 
had been content with the hearing their c.i- 
lumnits v/hen othezs told him.of them ; but he 
was now come "to tiia; pais, as to hate them 
himfclf, and to urge men to fpea'k fnem, 

though theytdid not do it of thcmfelves. He 

alfo 
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alfo obfervcd all that was faid, and put quef- i 
tions, and gave ear to every one that would ’ 
but I'peak, if they could but fay any thing n- 
gainll them, till at length he heard that Kuara- 
fus of Cos was a confpirator with Alexander ; 
which thing to Herod was the moll agreeable 
and fvveeteft news imaginable. 

y But Hill a'greater misfortune came upon 
the y'■'■lngT^re1^.;^^^hile the calumnies againll 
ilicm were continually incrcafed, and, as a 
man may fay, one would think it was every 
one’s endeavour to lay fome grievous thing to 
rheir charge, which might ap}x;ar to be for the 
king’s prefervation. There were two guards 
of Herod’s body, who were in great eftcem for 
their ftrength and talnefs, Jucundus and 'Ty- 
rannns ; thefc meit had been call off by Herod, 
who was difpleafed at them ; thele now ufed 
to ride along with Alexander, and for llieir 
Ikill itx their exercifes were in great efteein with 
iiiiii, and had fome gold and other gifts beltow- 
ed on them. Now the king having an im¬ 
mediate fufpieion of thefe men, had them tor¬ 
tured ; whciuyadured the torture courageonlly 
for a long time, but at laft confeffed, that Al¬ 
exander would have perfuaded them to kill 
Herod, when he was in purfuit of the wild 
hearts; that it might be faid he fell from his 
horfe, and was run through with his own 
fpear, for that he had once fuch a misfortune 
formerly. They alfo fhewed where there was 
money hidden in the ftable underground ; and 
thefe convided the king’s chief hunter, that he 
had given the young men the royal hunting 
Ipears and weapons to Alexander’s dependants, 
at Alexander’s command. 

4. After thefe the commander of the gar- 
nfon of Alexandrium was caught and tortured ; 
for he was aceuled to have promifed to receive 
the young men into his fortrefs, and to fupply 
tliem with that money ot the king which was 
laid up in that fortrefs, yet did not he acknow¬ 
ledge any thing of it him.Qilf; but his Ion came 
in, and faid, it was fo, and delivereu up the 
writing, which, fo tir as could be gueffed, was 
in Alexander’s hand Its concents were thefe : 

** Wh.jn we have hnilhed, by Ood s help, all 
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tlial we have piopofed to do, nc wni come to 
you; but do your emleavoms, ns you have 
pr.nniicd, to receive us into your i'oitrefs.” 
r'-.iter this writing was produ. cd, Herod load 
:;o doubt about the trcnclierous d-. iigsts. (,f his 
ions againll him. But Alex n’d: r I'nd, tli.e.; 
DioithantiiS the fetibe had nnitaied this liand, 
and that the paper was malicionily drawn up 
hy Antipater ; for Tionh'.nfus ap/p(\jred to he 
very cniming in fiidi pr.ieliccs; and a,; h('was 
afterward convitded of forging ('thci papers, he 
was put to dentil I'or if. 

5. So the king produced thofcthat liadliecn 
tortured, before the mnidtude at Icricho, in 
order to have them aecuie tiie young men j 
v.diich accufers many of th.e [leopic lloni^i to 
death ; and wdicn they wers' going to kill Al¬ 
exander and Arirtobulus likewife, the king 
would not permit them to do fo, but reilraincd 
the multitude, by the means of Ptolemy and 
Pheroras. However, the young m> n were 
put under a guard, and kept in citilody, that 
nobody might come at lliern ; anti all that they 
did or faid was watched ; and the rejiroatdi and 
fear they were in was little or nothing differ¬ 
ent from thole of condemned criminals : and 
one of them, who was ArillobuliTg was ib 
deeply affeflcd, that he brought Salome, who 
wxis his aunt, and his mother-in-law, to la¬ 
ment with him for his calamities, and to hate 
him who had fuffered things to come to tliat 
pafs; whc". he faid to her, “Art not thou in 
danger of dcftrufllon ail'o, while the report 
goes that tlum liadll difclofed before-h.and ail 
our affairs to Sylleus, when thou wart in hopes 
of being married him to?” But fhc imme¬ 
diately carried thofe words to her brother: 
Plpon this he was out of patience, and gave 
command to bind him ; and enjoined them 
both, now they were kept feparate one from 
the other, to write down the ill things they 
had done againft their father, and bring the wri¬ 
tings to him. So when this was enjoined them, 
they wrote this, that they !iad laid no treach¬ 
erous dehj IIS, nor fnade any preparations a- 
gainft their father; but that they had intended to 
7 G fly 
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fiy ;iway ; at::] lliat, by the cJilbcfs tficy were ’ tliou knoweft of, btit this only, that we had re¬ 
in, rlieir liveshcing now uncertain and tedious i'olved to retire to Archtdaus, and from tliei.ee 
lo them. ^ to Rome. ’ Which flic alfo confefled. Upon 

(). /iJioitr tlii:^ time there e.iinc an ambalfa- w.hich, Herod, fuppofing that Arckelaus’s in- 
dor out of (i'lppadocia from Arciwhole vsili to him was fully {irovcd, font a letter by 
name was A'lrlin ■ he was one C'f tlie principal | Olympus and Volumnius, and bid them r 
rulcni under him. So Herod bciny ddirous to they failed by, to touch at Elcula of Oih 
fliew Arclielaus’s ill-will to liim, called .for and give Archclaiis tlic letter. ' And that 
y\]ex;nider, as he wa.s in his bonds, and afked they had cxpoflulatcd witH.h’nt’ ,h.'i' 


hjiu ag'sun concerning his flight, whither and 
how they had rcfolved to I'ctiie ? A!ex.andcr re¬ 
plied, “ do Archclaus, who had prornifed to 
fend tl'.em away to Rome; Imt that they had 
no wicked nor mirchievous ddigns againli their 
fluiier, and tlcit notld.ng of lliat nature wdiich 
their advcifirica laid charged upon them was 
true ; and that their defire was, tliat he might 
Jiave examined Tyr,annus and jucundns more 
iinelly, hut tliat they liad been luddeniy lla’n 
I'v the me:ms oi Antipatcr, who put liis oivn 
li lends ."jnong the nudtitude [for tliat pur- 

JiOiC. I 

7, \\ ni'.x tliis wa.s laid, Hcroci connriandcd 
that lioth Alexander and Melas fliould be car¬ 
ried to Cflapliyra, Arc)ielau.s’s dauglitcr, and 
that flie fliould be afked, wlicthcr Ihc did not 
know' fomcvvhar of Alexander’s treacherous .de- 
fign.s againll Herod ? Now ns foon as they 
were come to her, and flie faw Alexander in 
homb', flie beat her bead, and in a great cnri- 
fn rnation gave a deep ami a moving groan. 
'Hie young man-alfo fell imo tears. This ivas 
io miierabie a fpcUacle to thofc prefent, tliat, 
f.ir a gre.it vvliile, they weie not aide to Ih'.- or 
t'. do ;iny t’ning ; but at length Ptolemy, who 
was ordeied to hning Alexander, Idd him-fiiy, 
whether Ids ■wife w’crc confeious of his adlioms ? 
He rcjilicd, “ How is it jioflible that flic, w hom 
1 love better than my.own foulyand by whom 
i Jiave had chiltlren, fliould not know what 1 
lit) i” l^pon which flie cried out. That, “flic 
knew of no wicked defigns of his; but that 
yet, if her accufing herfdf falfely would tend 
to his jircJ'crvation, fhc w'ould confefs it all,” 
Alexander replied, “ Hieae is no fiicli wic'ked- 
uefs as thofe (who ought the leaft of all fo to 
do) fufpcdl;, which either .1 have imagined, or 


an hand in his Ion’s treacherous de^' 
him, tliey fliould from liicncc fail 
and that, in calc they found Nic .,>d 

gained any ground, and that Cttfar s no 
longer difpleafed at him, he fliould Jii-u 
his letters, and the proofs which he had ready 
to fliew' againft the young men. As to Aixhe- 
laus, lie made tins defence for himfelf, Tliat 
“ lie liad promiicd to receive the young mt;]. 
iiccaufc it waiH Ixith fpr tlieir own and ilieir fa¬ 
ther’s advantage fo to do, left fomc too levere 
jiroecdurc tliould he gone upon in that ancxi 
and diforder they weie in on oceafK.n (.i'the 
prefent fufpieions; but that flill he bad not 
prornifed to fend them to Cadar: and that lie- 
had not prornifed any thing clfe to tlic youi.g 
iiien tliat could (hew any ill-will to him,'’ 

8. When ihefe amhafl'adons w'ere come to 
Rome, they had a lit opportunity of deliver¬ 
ing their letters to Ga-fiir: hccaufc thev fouiu! 
liim reconciled, to Herod ; for the eircinnflanccs 
of Nicolaus’s ambaflbge had been as follows ; 
As foon as lic vvas come to Rome, and tvas a- 
hout the Eourr, he did not firft- of all fet about 
tyhat he w-as come for only, hut he thought 
fit alfo to accufe Syllcus. Now the Arabians, 
even before he came to talk witlp^Iicrn, wc;u 
quarrelling one with another; and fome of 
tlicm left Sylleus ,s frarty, and joining them- 
felvcs to Nicolaus, informed him of all tho 
vfleked things that had been done : and produ¬ 
ced to him ceddent. demonftrations of. the 
flaughtcr of a great number of Obodas’s friends 
by Sylleus; for when thefe men left SyR 
Jeus, they had carried off with them lliofe let¬ 
ters whereby they could convitR him. ^W.ien 
Nicolaus faw fuch an opportunity afforded him, 
he made uff of it, in order to gain his own 

point 
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point altervvarJ, and endeavoured iramcdiatcly had fworn at Berylu.;, ’ by thy ioitune, tlustf 
to make a rcconeilialion betweeu Ca;far and lie avould certainly p.iy the niuiay wiihin 
f IcTod ; for he was lully Jatisficd, that if he thiit)'tlays, and tlelieer up liie iuyili\cs ihai 
ilmadd defirc to make a defence for klcrod wci'c uinler his cloininion. And that, v.'hc'u 
dircelly, Ire Ihould not be allowed that liberty; j Svlleus bad performed nothin:; of tlf.;, Ifrirad 
])Ut that, il he del]rcd to aeeule Sylleas, there | eainc ayain lielbrc tiie prcfule'w-.; atu"! uj/un 
would an occaiion prclcnt itielf of fpeaking ! their pcrmiflion to m.d^e a lel/uie’ lot hi',; 
on Herod’s behalf. So when the caufe was j money, he, with diilicnky, went w!!. H In^ 
■caify^ini and the tlay was appoint- j| country with a jrartv o! lolniers for (Intt jun 

('d, Nicolaus, %vhilc Aretas’s ainbaffadors were ij pole. And this is all tiie war whioli tlieie men 
])refent, accufed Syllens, and faid, 'j'hat “ he !l fo tragically dclerihed ; and t!ii.> llie affair ol 
imputed to him the dettrudion of the king [O- | llie expedition into Aiahia. And lu'v ean tld:< 
bodas ] and of many others of the Aialiians ; ; be called a war ? when ibvpreiideiitrpermii- 
ilnit be had borrowed money for no good de- | ted it ; tiie covuiants allowed it; a.i-i it wa; 
iign : and be proved that be hatl been guilty of j not executeti till tby name, (dti elar, a'^ v.if 
aduke".'}', nty only with the Aviabian, but Ro- | as that of llie other gods, Inui been piofaned. 
man wonreir a!lt>.” A.ird be addetl, "f’hat ; And now 1 mull I’peak in oialer abnii! the cap- 
above all the rell fie Irad alienated (Adar ! lives. There were rcibbcrs that (.Iwclt in 'i ia- 
iroin llcroJ; and t'la; all that lie bad iaid a- ! elionilis ; at firfl their number was no more 
oout the aedici;'.s ot rierod were fallitics.” j tiian iortv, but they hecamc more afterwarels, 
\Vhen Nicolaus rvas come to this tcipitk, (i.e- | and they cfcapcd the puniihiiient lit iod wonld 
tar {hgiped him. from ;;;o;ng on; and dehred have intlihled on them, hy inal.iii!; Arabia (heir 
idin only to i'peak to this ail'air of Herod ; refuge, byileus recelv’.d them, and lui'j'autctl 
•and to fiio'Mitai^at “ lie had not let! :;n aiiny in- them v.lth food, that tiiey nvgbt he milehie- 
tft y\rahia, nor llain two thoufairi five limadred | vons to ail maidiind, and gaveilicm a country 

! to inliahit, and himtelf received tiie gains they 
! irnulc fiy toltberv ; yet did he pi on.lie thau be 
I would deliver up theJe men, and iii.n by the' 
j fame oaths, and !)y the fame time o!, *. be fwarc 
j and n>:ed for payment of fil.-' t!eb; : n'ir can lie 
by any means ificw, tiiat any (’ibtr ]H:iion:; 
have at this time been taiien (.mt of Arabia be- 
hdes tilde; and indeed, not all tbde nt itbe-r, 
hut only lo many a:; could nut eonee .n them - 
felvcs. And lirus d(.K's the eani’iiny of tlie 
captives, wfiich hatii been lo odioully repie- 
fented, apfiear to be no betti'r ti.an a fedon 
he lawful to make a fdzure out of any p.ut ol and a l)'e made on ]:urj‘wic to provoke in- 
his country. As for the pretended army, he dignation ; for I venture to aiiinn, tb.u, ooeu 
faid, it was no army, but a party lent out to 1; tlie forces of tlie Airahians came up,on m., ..nd 
recpfire the juft payment of the money : that ij one or two of Herod's inirLy fell, lie tln n only 
this was not fent immediately, nor fo foon as ' defended himlelf ; and ihe'cc led Naccheis their 
the liond allowed; but that Syllens had f re- jj general, and, in all, about twenty-f\ e others, 
quently come before Saturiiiiius, and Volunmi- 
ifc^he prehdcnls of Syria ; and that at lafl lie 

* This OHth, /’y the fortune of Cicfar, was put to Poly- 
C.irp, biOiop of Sinyrn.i, by the Roman governor, lo try 


and 110 more; wlmncc Syllens, by mid'.iply- 

iic£ 

, ivhetlrcr lie ^verc a Clirifbun as t!u-y v.i'ic il/;-n cfletnirti. 
ft -wlio refultd to Ivvc.n llr.U oiuh. M.'.nyi rSwop, ^ g. 


even there, nor taken prifoners, ncr pnl.iged- 
he country.” To which Nicolaus made this 
ruilwer, “ I liiali prineipaily demoiiltra'.c, that, 
cither nothing at all, or but a very little ol 
thofe imputations arc true, of whiclr thou haft 
iieen informed ; for had tiicy been true, tiiou 
mighteft juftly liavc been ftill more angry at 
Herod.” At this ftrange alTertion (dclar was 
very attentive ; and N'colaus laid, I hat there 
was a debt due to Herod of rive hundred 
talents, m a bond, wherein it was -wriuen, 
i.liat if the time aiapointed be elavded, it fb.ouiil 
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,ing every fingle foldier to an hundred, he | 
reckons the fiain to have been two thoufand ; 
five hundred.” 

7. This provoked Cxfar more than ever: 
So he turped to Sylleus full of rage, and aficed 
him, how many of the Arabians were llain ? 
Hereupon he hefitated, and faid, he had been 
impofed upon. The covenants alfo were read 
about the money lie had borrowed, and the let¬ 
ters of the prelidents of Syria, and the com¬ 
plaints of the fcveral cities, lb many as had 
been injured by the robbers. The conclufion 
war. this, that Sylleus was condemned to die, 
and that Cazfar was reconciled to Herod, and 
owed Ins repentance for what fevere things he 
liad written to him, occafioned by calumny, 
Infomuch, that he told Sylleus, that he had 
compelled him, by his lyin ; account of things, 
to be guilty of ingratitude againft a man that 
was his friend. At the laft all came to this, 
Sylleus was font away to anfwcr Herod’s fuit, 
and to repay the debt that he owed, and after 
that to be puniHied [with death] ; But llill Cae- 
far was olFeaded with Aretas, that he had ta¬ 
ken upon himfelf tire government witliout his 
confent firft obtained, for he had determined- 
to beftow Arabia upon Herod ; but that the 
letters he had fent hindered him from lb do¬ 
ing ; for Olympus and Vohimnius, perceiving 
that C;efar w^as now become favourable to He¬ 
rod, thought fit immediately to deliver him 
the letters thev were comntanded hy Herod to 
give him couterf ing Ids loio. Wlum C:'eiar 
had read them, he thcaight it would not he 
propru' to add atiother government to him, now 
he was old, and in ait ill Hate with relation to 
his Tons ; fo he admitted Aretas’s ambalfadors ; 
and aficr he had juft reproved him for his 
r.'Uhncfs, in not tarrying till he received the 
kingdom from him, he accepted of his pre- 
n.'jits, aitd coniinned him in his government, 

‘ "'A’hnt Jofcnluis relates /luguftus to Lave here faitl, 
shat r-erylus 1;,. a I to the Rornin's, is contirni- 

ed Lv Sir.niLeim’s notes here. It was, fa.ys lie, a roloiiy 
olaLed’ilicrc by Augutlus. 'Whence Ulpiaii, De calf. hi. 
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How Herod., hy PermiJJion frotn Co-far, acctifc: 
his Softs before an Af cmbly of yudges at Be 
ryti/s ; and what fero fuffered for nftng 
houndlefs and military fiberty of Speed. 
Concerning alfo the Death of the 'young Met 
and their Burial at Alexandrium. 

V. ‘ 

§ I. 00 Cmfar was now reconciled to Herod 
and wrote thus to him, That “ he wi 
grieved for him on account of his fons ; an 
that in cafe they had been guilty of any pro¬ 
fane and infolent crimes againft him, it would 
behove him to punifli them as parricides, for 
which he gave him power accordingly ; but if 
they had only contrived to fly away, he would 
j have him give them an admonition, and not 
; proceed to extremity with them. He alfo ad- 
, vifed him to get an alfembly together, and to 
; appoint foine place near * Berytus, whicli is 
i a city belonging to the Romans, and to take 
the prelidents of Syria, and Archehius, king of 
Cappadocia, and as many more as he thought 
to be illuftrious, for their friaidlhip to him, 
and the dignities they were in, and determine 
what Ihould be done by their approbation.” 
Thefe were the diredions that Cscfar gave him. 
Accordingly Herod, when the letter was brouglit 
to him, was immediately very glad of Csefar’s 
reconciliation to him, and very glad alfo that 
he had a complete authority given him over 
his fons. And it ftratigely came about, that 
whereas before, in his adverfity, though he 
had indeed fhewn himfelf fevere, yet had he 
not been very ralh, nor hafty in pr^juring the 
dellrudion of his fons, he now, in ms profpe- 
rity, took advantage of this change for the bet¬ 
ter, and the freedom he now had, to exercife 
his hatred againft them after an unheard of 
manner ; he therefore fent and called as many 

as 

I-,. ST. XV. colony of Berytns nvas rendered famous by 
the benefits of Cafns : And thence it is that, among the 
coins of Auguftus, we meet with fome having Lv 
feription, ‘The happy colony of Augufius at BaytusS 




as he thought fit to this arien>h!y, excepting 
Ai'chelaus ; for as for him, he either hated him, 
fo tliat he would not invite him, or he thought 
he would be an obflacle to his defigits, 

2 . WiiiiN the prefidents, and tlic reft that 
belonged to the cifics, wore come to Berytus, 
he kept liis fons in a certain village bclontrine- 
to Sidon, called Plativia, hut near to this city, 

he might produce them, 
for he did not think fit to bring them before 
the aifembly; and when there were one hundred 
and fifty alfefiors prefent, Herod came by lum- 
felf alone, and accufed his fons ; and that in 
liich a way, as if it were not a melancholy ae- 
cufation, and not made but out of ncce'dity, 
and upon the misfortunes he was under ; in¬ 
deed, in fuch a way as was very incedeut for a 
father to aceufe his funs ; for he was very vehe¬ 
ment, and difordcred, when he came to the 
demonfiration of the crime they were acculcd 
of, and give the greatefi iigns of paffiou and 
barbarity ; nor would he fuifer the alidlbrs to 
confider of the weight of the evidence, but ai- 
ferted them»iti,be true by his own authority, 
after a manner inoft indecent in a lather agaiufl 
Ids fons, and lead himfelf what they them- 
ielves had written, wherein there was no con- 
feffion of any plots or contrivances againfl: 
him, but only how they had contrived to fly 
away, and containing withal certain reproach¬ 
es againft him, on account of the ill-will he 
bare them ; and when he came to thole re¬ 
proaches, he cried out moft ot all, and exag¬ 
gerated what they faid, as if they had corifel- 
fed the defign againll him, and took his oath 
that he ha#rather lofe his life than hear fuch 
reproachful words. At lafl; he faid, 1 liat “ he 
had fufficient authority, both by nature, and 
hy Crefar’s grant to him [to do what he 
thought fit].” He alfo added an allegation of 
a law of their country, which enjoined tliis. 
That “ if parents laid their hands on the head 
of him that was accufed, the ftanders-hye were 
'obliged to call: ftones at him, and thereby to 
flsty-'ritm, which though he were ready to do 
in his own country and kingdom, yet did he 
wait for tiieir' determination; that yet they 


' came thither, not fo much as judges, to citu- 
dciiin them for fuch inaniJ'efl defigns againll 
Ifim, whereby he had .ilmoll perilhed by his 
, ions means, hut as pcrlons ilial had an oppor- 
I tuuity of fhewing their detoilmifin pf luef. 
j practices, and declaring hov, i.irr.mtliy a ilun,, 

I it mull be in any, even the innll vem.ite, 
pais over fuch treaeln i nns uerign:. |v;i;h.)u! 
punilhme nt].” 

: g. the king had laid ,ind tlie 

S young men hid nut been produced to mak'* 
i any defence for ihcmfelvcs, tlie aHelfois jicr- 
I ceived there was no room for ctiuity and. re- 
1 coneiiiation ; fu they eonlirmed las au'dmi it'.. 
j And, in the firfl; place, SaUirninus, a jicrl'or. 
h that had been conful, ae.d one of great ui.;r.itv, 

: pronounced liis fentence, but with great m.u- 
; deration, and trouble ; and laid., 'I'h.tt he 
condemned Herod’s ions, but did not think 
lliey lluHild be put to tlealli. lie had Tons of 
his own, and to put one’s lim to d.xuh is a 
greater misfortune than any other that could 
befal liim by their means.” After him .Satur- 
ninus’slons (for lie had three Ions that loll.nv- 
ed him, and were his legates) pronouneed the 
fame lentence with their father; U.n the con¬ 
trary, Volumnius’s fentence was, to inlilA 
I de.ith on Inch as liad been fo impioully undu- 
1 tlful to their father ; and the grc.itefi part of 
1 the refl; laid the fame, iulbmuch, that the enn- 
clufioii feemed to be, that the young men were 
condemned to die. Immediately after this, 
Herod came away from thence,* and took hi.-, 
fons to ’Fyre, where Nicolaus met him in his 
voyage from Rome ; (d whom he enquired, 
alter he had related to him what had pafled at 
Berytus, what his fentlments were about his 
Ions, and what his Vriends at Rome thought of 
I that matter ? IBs aufvver was, 'Hiat what 
f they had determined to do to thee was impiom, 
j and that thou oughteft to keep them in jiriibn ; 

; and if thou thinkeft any thing farther necclfary, 
i thou raaycll indeed fo pu.nilh them, that thou 
i mayeft not appear to indulge thy anger more 
: than to govern thyfelf by judgment; but if thou 
I iriclineft to the milder fide, thou mayeft ab'folvc 
I 7 H them. 
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them, left perhaps thy misfortunes he rendered 
incvtrablc ; And this is the opinhm ot the great- 
cd part of thy friends at Rome alio. ’ Where¬ 
upon Herod was filent, and in gmat thought- 
lulnefs, and hid Nieolaus fail along with him. 

4. I^ow, us they tame to (l.cl.irea, every 
body was there talking of Herod’s ions, aird 
the kingdom was in ful'penec, and the people 
ill great expedbition of what would bceome ot 
them ; for a terrible fear feized u[>on all men, 
icll tlic ancient diforders of the family Ihould 
tome to a fad conclulion, qnd they were in 
-'.oil trouble about their fullerings; nor was it 
without danger to lay any thing rath about 
this matter, nor eyen to hear another faying it, 
but men’s pity was forced to be thut u]) in 
themfelves, which rendered the excels of their 
forrow very irkforne, but very lilcnt ; yet was 
there an old foldier of Herod, whole name was 
Tcro, vvl'io had a fon of the fame age with Al¬ 
exander, and his friend, who was fo very free, 
as openly to fpcak out what others iilently 
thou'ght about that matter; and was forced to cry 
out often among the multitude, and faid, in the 
moft v.aguarded manner, d'hat “ truth was per- 
iftied, and juilicc taken away from men, while 
lies and ill-will prevailed, and brought fuch a 
mift before public aftairs, that the offenders 
W'.re not able to fee the greateft mifchicfs that 
< ui licfal men.” And as he was lb hold, he 
iimned. not to have kept hlmfclf out of d4ngcr 
bv ipeab.’mg fo freely ; but the reafonablencis 
ot what he i;«d moved men to regard him, us 
J\av‘mg behaved himillf with great manhood, 
;u\fl tlfu- .It .a proper time alfo, tor which rcafon 
every one heard what he faid with pleafurc; 
and although fh.o'; lirft took care of their own 
fifety, hy koepiug fileiU themfelves, yet did 
they kindly receive the great freedom he took; 
for the expeaition they were in of fo great an 
affllflion, pur a force upon them to fpeak of 
'I'cro whatlocvcr they pleafed. 

5. Tuts man had thruft himfelf into the 
king’s prelt'P.ce with the greateft freedom, and 
defired to IVcak with him by himfelf alone, 
which the king permitted him to do, where he 
laid this; “ Since I am not able, O king, to 


! bear up under fo great a concern as I am un¬ 
der, I have preferred the ufe of this bold liber¬ 
ty that 1 now take, which may be for thy ad¬ 
vantage, if thou mind to get any profit by it, 
before my own fafety. Whither is thy under- 
Handing gone? and left thy foul empt) ?. 
Whither is that extraordinary fagacity of tlfiae, 
gone, whereby thou haft performed lb main, 
and fuch glorious aiftions ? WK-.-jict, fU:. 

foiitude, and defertion of thy friends and rela¬ 
tions ? Of w’hlch I cannot but determine, that 
they are neither thy friends, nor relations, 
while they overlook fo horrid wickeehiefs in 
thy once happy' kingdom. Doft not thou per¬ 
ceive what is doing ? Wilt thou flay thefe tw'o 
y'oung men, horn of thy queen, who arc ac- 
compliflied with every virtue in the higheft de¬ 
gree, and leave tliyfelf deftitute in thy old age, 
hut expofed to one fon, who hath very' ill 
managed the hopes thou haft given him, and 
to relations, whofe death thou haft fo often rc- 
folved on thyfelf ? Doft not thou take notice, 

I that the very lilencc of the multitude at once 
I fees the crime, and abhors the fabt ? The whole 
! army and the officers have cbmmiferation oit 
I the poor unliappy youths, and hatred to thofe 
' that are the abhors in this matter.” Thefe 
I words the king heard, and for fome time with 
I good temper. But what can one fay? When 
' Tero plainly touched upon the bad behaviour 
j and perfidioufneis of his domeftics, he was 
j moved at it; but Tero went on farther, and hy 
degrees ufed an unbounded military freedom 
of ipccch, nor was he fo well-difciplincd as to 
accommodate himfelf to the time: So Herod 
was greatly dilUirbed, and feeming to be ra* 
tiler reproached by this fpccch than to be bear¬ 
ing what was for his advantage, while he learn¬ 
ed hereby, that both the foldiers abhorred the 
thing he was about, and the officers had indig¬ 
nation at it, he gave order, that all whom Te¬ 
ro had named, and Tero himfelf, Ihould be 
bound and kept in prifon. 

6. When this was over, one Trypho, who" 
was the king’s barber, took the opport;L.fiiy, 
and came and told the king, that I'cro would 

often 
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often have perfuaded him, when he trimmed 
lii'm with a razor, to cut his throat; for that 
by this means !ic lltould he among the chief 
of Alcxan'der’s friends, and receive great re¬ 
wards from him. When he had faid this, the 
•king gave order that I'ero, and his fon, and 
the barber, Ihould be tortured, wliich was clone 
accordingly ; but while Tcro horc up hinifelf, ! 

already in a fad cafe, ^ 
and had no hope of deliverance, and pcrcciv- j 
ing what would he the conlcqucncc of his ter¬ 
rible fufferings, faid, That “ if the king would 
free him and his father from tliofc torments, ! 
for what he Ihould lay, he would tell the truth.” j 
And whcit the king had given his word to do j 
fo, he laid, I'hat “ there was an agreement l 
made, that d ero Ihould lay violent hands on i 
the king, becaufe it veas ealy for him to come \ 
when he was alone ; and that if, when he had ; 
done the thing, he Ihould fuffer death for it, 
as was not unlikely, it would be an adl of gc- 
nerofity done in favour of Alexander.” This 
was what Tcro’s fon laid, and thereby freed 
his fathv,r the diflrefs he was in; but un¬ 

certain it is, whether he had been thus forced 
to Ipcak what was true, or whether Jt were a 
contrivance of his, in order to procure his own 
and his father’s deliverance from their miferies. 

7. As for Herod, if he had before any doubt 
about the flaughter of his Ions, there was now 
no longer any room ieft in his foul for it, but 
he had baniflied away whatfoever might alford 
him the leaft fuggcllion of rcafoning better a- 
bout this matter ; fo he already made bnfte to 
bring his purpofe to a conclufion. He alfo 
brought out three hundred of the officers that 
were under an accufation, as alfo Tero, and 
his fon, and the barker that accufed them, be¬ 
fore an allembly, and brought an accufation 
againft them all; whom the muUitude floncd 
with whatfoever came to hand, and thereby 
flew them. Alexander alfo, and Arifobiilus, 
were brought to Sebafte, by their father’s com¬ 
mand, and there ftrangletl ; but their dead bo- 
dhf -vereirv the night-time carried to Alexan- 

■* The reader is here to note, that this eighth fcAion 
is gntircly wanting in the old Latin verfion, as Spanheim 
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drlam, where tlicir luidc by tire mother’s fid -., 
and the greateft part of their ancellors, h.ui 
been depofited. 

8 . ‘ And now perhaps it ma)' not fccrn 
nnrcalonable to Ionic, that lii'di an’inveterate 
hatred might increale lo much j on hotfi lidcsj 
as to proceed farther, and to owrcoinc nature ; 
But it may jullly deferve eonfidcrathui, whe¬ 
ther it he to be laid to the charge td the young 
men, that they gave lu<,!i an occa.hon to their 
father’s anger, and led him to do wliat he did, 
and by going on longiu the fame way, put things 
pall remedy, and hrouglit him to ule ’diein lo 
unmercifully ; or vvhetlicr it hi; to he laid to 
the fath er’s charge, that he was lo hard-hearted, 
and lo \ cry tender in the dclirc of government, 
and of other things that would tend to his glo¬ 
ry, that he would take no one into a ])artner- 
fhip with him, that fo, whatfoever he would 
have done himfelf might continue immoveable ; 
or indeed, whether fortune have not greater 
power than all prudent rcalonlngs; Whence 
we are perfuaded that human ailiuns .arc 'Jicrc- 
by determined before-hand ’ny an inevitable 
ncccffty, and we call her i'b/c, hccaute there 
is notliing which is not done by her; where¬ 
fore I fuppofc it will he lufficicnt to cornp irc 

! this notion wltli that other, wdiieh att; ihntc.''. 

I , . 

I fomewhat to ourfclves, and renders men not 
miaceountahlc for the different condutls* of their 
lives, which notion is no other than the plii- 
lofophical determination of our ancient law. 
Accordingly, of the two other caufes of this lad 
event, any bi.-dy may lay the Llanu on the 
young men, who adlcd by youth!ul vanity, 
and {iridc of their royal birth, that they fliculd 
bear to hear the calumnies that were railed a- 
gainfl their father; while certainly they weiv 

I not cejuitahlc judges ol the aeliom, ol Ins lili., 
but ill-natured in lufpedlii'.'g aitd intemfu ratc 
in Ipeaking of it, and on both accounts cafily 
caught by thofe that ohferved them,*and re¬ 
vealed them, to gain favour ; yet cannot their 
father he thought worthy of cxciife, as to that 

horrid 

truly obferves ; nor i'j there- any ether rtsfon for it, I fup-. 
pofe, than the great ditliciilty of an et.uel usinllatioiv 






A N'T I Q^U 1 T I 1i S OF THE JEWS. Book XVIl. 


horrid impiety which he was guilty of about 
them ; while he ventured, without any certain 
evidence of their trcachcrou'; clcngns againfl; 
him, and witliout any ]>roofs that they had 
made preparations for inch attempt, to kill his 
own fons, vvlio were of very comely bodies, 
■and the great darlings of other men, and no 
way delicient in their condudl, whether it were 
in hunting, or in warlike cxerciles, or in Ipeak- 
ing upon occahonal topics of dilcourle ; for in 
all thefe they were fkillful, and cl'pccialiy Al¬ 
exander, who w'as the eldcfl; for certainly it 
had been fufficient, even though he had con¬ 
demned them, to have kept them alive in 
bonds, or to let them live at a dillancc from 
his dominions in hanilhment, while he was 
furrounded by the Roman forces, which were 
a Idrong fccuritv to him, whole help would 
prevent his fuifering any thing by a hidden 
onlet, or by ojicn force ; but for him to kill 
them on the hidden, in order to gratify a paf- 
iion that governed him, was a demonftration 
of infulTcrable impiety : Me alio was guilty of 


j ]'o great a crime in his elder age ; nor will the 
I delays that he made, and the length ot the 
! time in which the thing avas done, plead at all 
}{ for his excufc ; for when a man is cm a hidden 
1 amazed, and in commotion cT mind, and tiieii 
jj commits a wicked adion, although this lie an. 
I heavy crime, yet is it a thing that frequently 
;li:ippens; but to doit upon deliberation, and 
, after frequent attempts, an\l ■'rt;"'’rreqc- ' t p-,:'- 
j tings off, to undertake it at laft, -and accoin- 
I pliih. it, was the adion of a murderous mind, 

I and Inch as was not eahly moved from that 
which is evil ; And this temper he Ihewcd in 
what he did afterward, when he did not fpatx. 
tliofe that feemed to be t!ic bell beloved of hi . 
ftlends that cverc left, wherein tliough the juf- 
ticc cdthe pnnidiment caufed thole that perifh- 
ed to be the Ids pitied, yet was the barbarity 
of the man here ecjual, in that he did not ali- 
ftain from (heir llaiighter allb: But of tholl; 
perfons we lhall have occalion to dilcourle 
more hcrealtcr. 


B O O K XVIL 

Cofitaininfj the Interval of Fourteen Fears, 

Dc.dh of Ali-xanuer and .Aristodulus, to the Baniihm-ciit 

of ArcheLA us.] 


C Id A P. I. 


h.iv . -avn bated by all ihe Nation \_(j' 

ilc ‘/intn.i j f r ibc Slaughter of bis Brethren ■, 
and bo'iv, r r that Hcafiy he get into pccu- 
il;r Favour with his Friends at Romeo, by 
■flvln'i them raanx Frefents ; as he did alfj 
\vlt}*Sa!iir:unus, the Prefident ofSyruy and 
the (btvenrjrs loho were nnder him : and 


co?!e,’rn:na Herod's Waves and Children. 


Vi. ''I THEN Antqiater had thus taken off 
Vv his brethren, and had brought 
* ^ his father into the higlieft degree 
.n'impiety, till he was haunted with furies for 


.. -- 

what he had done, his hopes did not fucceed 
to his mind, as to the re|^ of his life ; for, al¬ 
though he was delivered from the fear of his 
brethren being his rivals as to the government, 
yet did he land it a very hard thing, and almoll 
impracticable, to come at the kingdom, be- 
caule the hatred of the nation againfl: him on 
that account was become very great: aiaU,, be- 
lides this very difagreeable circuraftance, the 
affair of the foidiery grieved him ftill 
who were alienated from liim, from which yet 
thefe kings derived all the fafety wEich they 

had, 
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!)aJ, whenever they found the nation defirous 
of innovation : and all this danger was drawn 
upon him. by his dcllruihion of his breth¬ 
ren. However, he governed the nation joint¬ 
ly vvith his father, being indeed no other than 
a king already; and lie was for that very rca- 
fon truhed, and the more hrmly depended on, 
for the which he ouglit hitnlclf to have been 
'o,^e.’;th,''«s5.J55r"'caring to have betrayed his 
brethren out of his concern for the prefervation 
ol Herod, and not rather out of his ill-will to 
them, and, before them, to Ills father hlmfclf: 
and this w^as the accurfed ftate he was in. Nowg 
all Antipatcr’s contrivances tended to make his 
way to take off Herod, that he might have no¬ 
body to accufe liim in the vile praflices he 
was devifing; and that Herod might have no 
'•efiige, nor any to afford him their alliftance, 
i'lnce they mull thereby have Antipater for their 
open enemy ; infomuch, that the very plots he 
laid againft bis brethren were ocoalioned by 
the hatred ho bore bis father. But at this time 
lie was more than ever fcl upon the execu¬ 
tion of hi" "‘'tempts againft Herod; becaufe, il he 
were once dead,'the government would now he 
firmly fccurcd to him; but, if he were luflercd to 
live any longer, he Ihould be in danger upon 
a difeovery of that wickednefs of which he had 
been the contriver, and his father would of ne- 
ceflity then become his enemy. And on this 
account it was that he became very bountiful to 
his father’s friends, and beftovved great funis 
on feveral of them, in order to furprize men 
with his good deeds, and take off their hatred 
ngainft him. And he fent great prefents to 
his friends at Rome particularly, to gain their 
good-will; and above all the reft, to Saturninns, 
the prefident of Syria. He alfo hoped to gain 
the favour of Saturninus’s brother with the 
large prefents he beftowed on him ; as alfo he 
ufed the fame art to [Salome] the king’s filler, 
who had married one of Herod's chief friends. 
And^ when he counterfeited friendlhip to thofc 
with whom he converfed, he was very fuhtilc 
1 ' g tiitig their belief, and Very cunning to 
hide his hatred againft any that he really did 
hate. But he could not impofe upon his aunt, 
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I who underftood him ol'a longtime, and w.is r. 

woman not eafiiy to he deltulcd ; c!j)cei.ii!‘ 

I while ific had already ulcd all poliiiilc camlvin 
in preventing hi;: pernicious ^ .Althnir-!; 

; Autipatcr’s imcle, I'rv the motliei'*; thu-, w.’V 
. m.'irried to her daughu'r, and 'dd.s hy. lil: owe 
' connivance and m.iivry mrmt, while ihc ire' 
hclorc Iwen married I- /Xuliohn!;;-,, anil wlr,; ■ 
S.ilomc's other daugiitc, hr ih.it htilbaiul were 
married to the fem (d Ci.dlca;:. But (Iiat nr:'"- 
riage was no olilhiclc to her, wiio L'.ierv liow 
wicked he was, in her dill'ovciing his dciigns, 
as her former kindred to him could 111 ; prcvi r.' 

I her hatred of liim. Now Hcrc'J liad. (.omw.clk d 
I Salome, w"hile flic was in love with S\ ’:l "o., I'ls 
I Arabian, and had taken a foiuhiel'-, ior him, 

; to marry Alexas; which ma"ch rvas by !ti;r 
I iubmitted to at the in it nice A' le.ieg who p.er- 
j loaded Salome not to rcl'uic it, lull die Ihuuld 
: hcrlcll he their open enctnv, iirum Herod had 
fworn that he wotild never he rriewds wirli Sa- 
j Ionic, if Ihe would not aeccfU ni’.VIeva:; i’or her 
;j hufbancl ; fo flic fubmitred to fiilia, .i; being 
j Ctefar’s wife ; and, helidcs that, as Ihc adviled 
I her to nothing but what was very much for 
I her own advantage. At tliir. time alfo it was 
! that Herod fent hack kinu Arehclau.s’s daiiei;- 

O c ' 

! ter, who had been Alexander's wife, to licr U- 
thcr, returning the portion he had with her 
I out of his own eftate, that there might he no 
difpute between them about it. 

Now' Herod brought up his fon's children 
with great care : for Alexander had two Tons by 
Glaphyra; and Ariftobulus had three Ions by 
Bernice, Salome’s daughter, an.d two daughters ; 
and, as his friends were once with him, he pre- 
I fented the children before them ; and, dcjdoi ing 
I the hard fortune of his own lims, he jiraycd that 
j no fuch ill fortune might hcfal thele who were 
1 their children, hut that they might imjucwe in 
I virtue, and obtain ivhat tiicy juhly deferved, 
j and might make him amends for his care of 
their education. He alfo caufed them to be 
betrothed againft they ihould come to the pro¬ 
per age of marriage : the elder of Alexander’s 
Ions to Pheroras’s daughter, and Antipatcr’s 
7 1 daughter 
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daughter to Ariilohulus’s cklcft fen. He alfo i 
allotted one of Ariftobiilus’s daiightei' to Anti- | 
pater’s Ion, and Arillobulus’s otircr daughter 
to Herod, a fon ol'his own, who was horn to 
him by rli'c high priefl's daughter ; for it is the 
ancient praelice among us to have many wives 
at the fame lime. Now the king made thele 
efpoufal for the children, out ol the coinmif- 
feraliou of them, now they were fathcrlels, as 
fi'.dcavouring to render Anlipatcr kind to them 
by thefe iinermarriages. But Antijutter did not 
fail to hear the fame temper of mind- to his 
brother’s children, which he had borne to his 
brothers themfelvcs; and his father’s concern 
about them provoked bis indignation againft 
them, upon this fuppofal, that they would be¬ 
come greater than ever his brotheis had been; 
while Aichclaus, a king, w'ould fupport his 
da\)ghtei o fons, and Pheroras, a tetrareh, wmuld 
accept of (me of the daughters as a wife to his 
fon. ^Vhat provoked him alfo was this, that 
ail the nuiltitude would fo commiferate thefe 
fatherh fs children, and fo hate him [for ma- 1 
king them fatherlcfsj that all would come j 
out, fuice they were no ftrangers to his vile | 
dilpofuion towards his brethren. He contrived 
therefore to overturn his father’s fcttlcrnents, as ■ 
thinking it a terrible thing that they Ihould be ' 
fo related to him, and be fo powerful withal. | 
So Herod yielded to him, and changed his rc- 
fnlutiou at bis entreaty ; ai\d the deternunation 
r.ow was, that Antipater himfclf Ihould marry 
Arhtobulus’s daughter, and Antipater’s fon 
fhould marry Pheroras’s daughter. 80 the ef- 
])raifals for the marriages were changed after 
ihis manner, even without the king's real ap¬ 
probation. 

Now * Herod the king had at this time 
'line wives ; one of them Antipater’s mother, 
and au()thcr the high priefl’s daughter, by 
'•whom he iiad a fon of his own name* He 
had aUi) one wl.o was his brother’s daughter, 
and another his lifter’s daughter ; which two 

* Tjtntc who hive a mind to know .1!! the family ami 
dclcemlaiits of Anfipater the Idumcan, and of Ilcrod the 
Clreat, hr. Ion, and have a mtmory to prejerve them all 
(laiiiu'Hly, may conlult jofephus; Anticj. B. XVIII. cii. 
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had no children. One of his wives alfo was of 
the Sam.ciitan nation; w'hofe fons were Anti- 
pas and Archelaus, and whofc daugliter w’as 
1 Olyinjuas ; which daughter was, afterward mar- 
; ried to Jofeph, the king’s brother’s fon ; hut 
' Artlielaus and Antipas were brought uj) with 
; a certain private man at Rome. Herod had 
I alfo to wnfe Cleopatra of Jerufalem, and by her 
I he had his i'ons Herod and'tPbi.M,^, -"hieh hiJI 
rvas alfo brought up at Rome ; Pallas alfo was 
one of hi", wives, which bare him his fon Pha- 
faelus. And belides thefe, he had for his wivm 
Phedra and Elpis, by wEom he had his daugh¬ 
ters Roxana and Salome. As for his elder 
daughters by the fame mother wdth Alexander 
and Ariftobulus, and whom Pheroras ncgledl- 
ed to marry, he gave the one in marriage to 
Antipatcr, the king’s fifter’s fon, and the other 
to Phafaelus, his brother’s fon. And this \va.» 
the poftcrity of Herod. 


C H A P. IL 

Concernwg Zamaris^ the I^pljhjni'dh Jew. 
Concerning the Plots laid by Antipatcr ayainjl 
his Father ; and fomcivhat about the Pba 'ri- 
fees. 

§ A ND now it WMS that Herod, being 
defirous of fccuring himfclf on the 
fide of the Trachonites, relolved to build a ■vil¬ 
lage, as large as a city, for the Jews, in the 
middle of that country, w'hich might make Ins 
own country difficult to be affimlted, and 
whence he might he at hand to make fallier up¬ 
on them, and do them a mifehief. According¬ 
ly, when he underftood that there was a man 
that was a Jew come out of Babylon, with five 
hundred horfemen, all of whom could fhoot 
their arrows as they rode on horichack, and, 
with an hundred of his relations, had paffed 
over Euphrates, and now abode at Antioch by 

TV ...l . 

V. } 4. and Of tlic War, B. I.' tli, xxviii. 
diuh in liavcrc?mp’s edition, p. 336. am’ 
p. 402,-405. and Rcland, Pakftin. Part 
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Daphne of Syria, where Saturninus, who was 
then prefident, had given them a place for ha¬ 
bitation, called Valatha^ he fent for this man, 
with the multitude that followed him, and pro- 
miled to give hiru land in the toparcliy called 
Batiniea, which country is bounded with Tra- 
chonitis, as dcfirous to make that his habitation 
a guard to himlelf. He aUo engaged to let him 
th^F, euai/^ryj^x-c from tribute, and that 
they fhould dwell entirely without paying I'uch | 
cuRoms as ufed to be p/aid, aiid gave it him 
tax-free. 

2. Till' Babylonian was induced by thefe 
ofiers to come thither; fo he took jiGlfcRiou of 
the land, and built in it fortrelies and a village, 
and named it Batbyra. \¥licrcby this man 
became a fafe-guard to the inhabitants againR 
the Trachouites, and preierved tlioic Jews who 
came out of Babylon, to offer their facrilices 
at fcrufalem, from being hurt by the Tracho- 

robheries ; fo that a great number came to 
from all thofc parts where the ancient jew- 
laws were oblerved, and the country hc- 
le full people, by reafon of their unl- 
verfal freedom from taxes. This continued 
during the life of Herod : but when Philip, 
who was [tctrarch] after him, took tlic govern¬ 
ment, he made them pay fome fmall taxes, 
and that for a little while only; and Agrippa 
th|^Great, and liis fon of the fame name, al- 
thoiigh they harafl'ed them greatly, yet vs'ould 
they not take their liberty away. Prom whom, 
when the Romans Iiave now taken tlie govern¬ 
ment into their own hands, they Rill give them 
the privilege of their freedom, but opprelTed 
tliem entirely witlithc irapofition of taxes. Of 
which matter 1 Iball treat more accurately in 
tiie progrefs of this hiRory, 

3. At length Zamaris, the Babylonian, to 
whom Herod had given that country for a pof- 
felfion, died ; having lived virtuoully, and left 
childrei’i of a good charadfer behind him : one ! 
of winch was 'Jacim, who was famous for his 

J taught his Babylonians how to ride 
. Ics : a'H a troop of them were guards 

Tins is now wanting. 
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to the forc-mcntloned kings. And when Jacim 
was (lead in his old age, he left a fim, who'e 
name was Philiji, one of great llvcngth in his 
hands, and in other rerpeels alfo more emi¬ 
nent lor Ills valour than any of his colempora- 
ri(.s; on which account tliere was a eoniideneo 
and linn Iticiuiniij) between him ami king ,\- 
grippa. He had ;dfo an anny, whieh he iv.ain- 
taiued, as great as tluit of a kiii;; ; wdiich he 
cxcrciled, and led wlicicfocvcr he had oecafioii 
to march. 

4. When the affairs of Herod Avere in the 
condition I have deferihed, all the public aliVm; 
depended upon Antipatcr ; and his power was 
Rich, that be could do good turns to as irianv 
as he plealed ; and this by his fatlicr's eoncef- 
fion, in hopes of Iris good-will and fidelity to 
liim ; and this till he ventured to ule his power 
Rill farther, becaufe Ids wicked deiigns were 
concealed from his father, and lie made liim 
believe every thing he faid. He was all'o for¬ 
midable to all, not fo much on account of the 
power and aiuhority he had, as for the Ihrcwcl- 
nefs of his vile attempts hcfoie-haiul ; but he 
who principally cultivated a fiiendflvip with 
him was Pheroras, wlio received tlic like marks 
of his friendfhip ; while Antijiater had cun¬ 
ningly cncompaOcd him about t'y a company 
of women, whom he placed as guards about 
him ; for Pheroras was greatly crdlaved to his 
wife, and to her mother, and to her RRcr ; and 
this, notwithRar.ding the hatred he liare them, 
for the indignities they had offered to his air- 
gin daughteics. Yet did he hear them, and no¬ 
thing was to be done without the women, who 
bad got this man into their circle, and continu¬ 
ed Rill to aRiR each other in all things, *inib- 
much, that Antipatcr was entirely addicRed to 
them, both by hirnfclf, and liy Ids mother; for 
thefe four women f laid all one and the lame 
thing; but the opinions of I'herorai ami Anti- 
paler vrere different in fome points of no cou- 
fcquencc. But the king’s RRcr [Salom.e] was 
their antagoniff, who for a good wliije had 

looked 

t Phcroias’s wife, ;m<! Ijcr inotlicr, n:;-! filTr, uiid 
Boris, Antigster’s uiotLcr. 
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looked aonut all their affairs, and was apprifed 
that this tlieir friciulflup was made in order to 
do Herod tome mii’cliief, and was dilpoicd to 
inform the king of it. And fmcc tliefe pen- 
pie knew that their fiiondlhip was very dil- 
agreeahle to Herod, as tcruling to do hitti a 
mikhicl’, they contrived that their nrectings 
lliould not be dilcovered ; fo they preteudet! to 
hate one anotlier, and to abide one anotiier 
ivlien time lerved, and cipecially when Herod 
was [)relent, or wdien any one was there that 
would tel! him : but Hill their intimacy was 
firmer th m ever, when they were private. And 
this was t.hc courfc they took ; but they could 
not coitccal from Salome, neither their lirlt 
contrivance, when they fet about thefe their 
intentions, nor wdien tlwy had made fome j'ro- 
grefs in them : but llie iearehed out everything; 
and, aggrav.iting the rehitions to her hrotlier, 
(icclared to him, “ As well their fecret airem- 
blics and compotations, as their couniels taken 
in a clandc/line manner, which, if they were 
not ill order to deftroy him, they might w'ell 
enough have been open and public. But now, 
to appearance, they are at variance, and fpeak 
about one another, as if tlicy intended one an¬ 
other a mifehief, hut agree fo well together 
when they are out of the light of the mul¬ 
titude ; tor when they are alone by tlicmfclvcs, 
diey act in concert, and profels that they will 
nevu' leave olf their fiiendlhip, hut will fight 
..g.iiidl iliofe f.(Mn wh<Mn they conceal their 
del'gus.” And thus did Ihc fearch out thefe 
iiiing;;, and get a perfcA knowledge of them, 
.'od th.en told IuV brother of them, who undcr- 
dood alio nf himielf a groat deal of what fhc 
laid,* !);!l 11:11 durd not dcjicnd U|,)on it, bc- 
(aulc of the Impicions he had of his iiller’s 
calumnies, l or there was a certain fedf of 
men that weic Jews, wlio valued themfelves 
highly upon the exaed fldll they had in the 
law of their fathers, and made men believe 
die wlio highly favoured by God, by wliom 
ihh. let of women were inveigled. Thefe are 
thole tluit are called the fc(ft of the Pharifees^ 
who are in a capacity of greatly oppofing kings. 
A cunning feii they were, and foon elevated 


i 


! to a pitch of open fighting, and doing mifehief. 
I Accordingly, when all the people of the Jews 
I gave airuiancc of their good-will to Caefar, 
and to the king’s government, thefe very men 
, did not fwcar, being above fix thoufand ; and 
' when the king impofed a fine upon them, Phe- 
! rcras’s wife paid their fine ’for them. In ordei 
I to recpiite which kindnefs of her, iince they 
! were believed to have tB^J^«knowlcile'C, pi 
j things to come by divine inlpiration, they fore 
told how God had decreed, that Herod’s go 
venimcnt fliould ceafe, and his pofterity Ihould 
he deprived of it ; hut that the kingdom Ihould 
. come to her and Pheroras, and to tlieir children, 
i Idiefe prcdielions were not concealed from .Sa¬ 
lome, but vs'cre told the king ; as allb how 
; they had perverted Ionic perlons about the ver) 
j palace itfelf; lo the king Hew Inch of the I’ha- 
j rifees as were principally aceul'ed ; and Bagoas 
; the eunuch, and one Gams, wdio exceeded aU 
men of that time in comclinels, and one tlia; 
was his catamite. He flew allb all thofe of hio 
own family who had confenteil to what the 
Pharifees foretold : and for Bajjpsv kad 
been pufled up by them, as though he fhould 
be named the father and the benefadfor of him 
who, by the preclidlion, was foretold to be 
their appointed king; for that this king would 
1 have all things in his power, and would enable 
Bagoas to marry, and to have children ofHiis 
own body begotten. 


CHAP. III. 

Concerning the Enmity hetivcen Herod and Pbe>- 
roras : hoxv Herod I'ent Antipiiicr to Cafar; 
and oj the Death cf Pheroras. 


§ i.TT THEN Herod had punifhed thofe 
V V Pharifees who had been convidled 
of the foregoing crimes, he gathered an affem- 
hly together of his friends, and accufed Phero- 
ras’s wife; and, aferibiug The abufes of the vir¬ 
gins to the impudenccvof that woman, brought 
an accufation againft her for i.hg didmn-'>- r’ ^ 
had brought upon them: That “ fhe had fludi- 

oufly 
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oiiHy introduced a quarrel between, him and 
hn brother, and, by her ill temper, Iwd brought 1 
t!icm into a Hate of war, l)oth by her words 
and adtiofts ; that the fmes which he had lai(i ' 
Lad not been paid, arnl tiic ofil-uders had ei- 
eapeJ puniOnnent.by her nuMiis; aiid that no- i 
thing- which had of late been done had been 
done withovit h’er: for which realbn Pheroras ! 
OY. ..id^do wdid; m' he would, of his own ac- ! 
cord, and by his own command, and not at ' 
my entreaty, or as following my oj>ir.!on, put 
tiiis wife away, as one that will ilili he the oc- I 
cahon of war between thee and me. And now 
Pheroras, if thou valucft thy relation to me, 
put this wife of thine away ; for by this means | 
thou wilt continue to be a*l)rother to me, and I 
wait abide in thy love to me.” Then laid Phe- ji 
roras (.although he were preficd bard by the 'i 
former words) That as he would not do ii) jl 
imiuft a thing as to renounvC his brotherly re- J 
L.tion to him, I’o would he not leave off his 'j 
adedion for his wife : that he would rather ij 
(.I'lifc to die, than to live ami be deprivcti of ; 
a wite tu.u fo dear unto him.” Hereupon ij 
Herod j>ut off his anger againft Pheroras on i 
thefe account'^, although he himlelf thereby | 
underwent a very uneafy pimifhincnt. Plow- j 
ever, he forbade Antipater and bis mother to 
have any converfation with Pheroras, and bid 
tln^tn to take care to avoid the affemblios of the , 
women : which they promifed to do ; hut Hill | 
got together when occafion ferved, and both 
Pheroras and Antipatcr had their own merry- 
meetings. The report went alfo, tliat Antipa- : 
ter had criminal converfation with Pheroras's | 
wife ; and that thef were brought together by j 
Antipater’s mother. . . | 

•2. But Aotipater had now a fufpicion of j 
his father, and was afraid that the effeds of j 
his hatred to him might increafe ; fo he wrote , 
to his friends at Rome, and bid them to fend j 
to Herod', that he would immediately fend An- j 
-tipaiter to Csefar; which, when it was done, 
Herod fent Antip.'-twr thither, and feat moH 
nooic piefeiiLc. along with him j as alio his tei- 
tament, wherein Antipater was appointed to 
-be his fucceffor : and that, if Antipater fhould • 
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j dfirfl, his [I Icnnl-Philip] fon b) iin' i'.igh 
I pLn H’s daughter ihuuld lucccial. And, to- 
n^'ilier willi Anlip.iici', tlicic. \\ent to Roru'- 
. .bvliciu, the Arahian, altlioneh he Intd duut 
n.aliii'g ol all that Ifilar li nl enjoined isini. 
Ai'tijiaicr abo aeculcd him ot' the l nc.c 
ol wliiiii lie had bi_cn ioruicrH' i, :nicd bv 
i leroJ. iSvIlcus w.is alio ncctilcu by .Au'la.. 
that without his conu m lir had fl.iin many oi 
the chiel ol the Ar.ibiaiis at ILtra ; and jiarii- 
cnlarl) Soenms, a mm that dclermal t^-* no ho 
noured by ail men aiivi that be had li.iin fa- 
■ batus, a feivant oi' (iadar. Thole '.mrc t'u- 
things of whicli Hylleus was accuied, .md tin; 
on the occahon lollowing; ; d'hcre v.,.; <'r:o 
(iorinliui‘> belonging to licioj, ol ti.o gyiards 
of the king’s body, and one wini n e;rg,ulv 
trulled by him. Syllous bail [KTiu.'.ded thiv, 
man, with tin; ofTer of a gieal fum ot’ iiiones, 
to kill Herod ; and be had pioiniied tv) do it. 
Wlicn Fabatns jjad f)ecn aciju iinicd w/iih ihp, 
for Svileus had himfelf told him ot it, be ir.- 
formeti the king of it ; who catiyhi (’otinthus, 
and put him to the tinturc, atid llictcby got 
out of liim the whole conlpiracy. He aho 
cauglit two other Arabians, who were diii-o- 
■Xered ’by Corinthns ; the one the le ad ot a 
tribe, and the other a friend to Sylkn', who 
both v.'cre bv the king brought to the toitinc, 
and conletfcd, that they were tome to cnconiage 
Corinthus not to fail of doing what he had 
undertaken to do; and to aflil! lam with llicii 
own hatid.s in the murder, if need fhould re¬ 
quire their allitlanrc. So Stturnincs, n[;oii 
Herod’s difcoverlng the whole to him, lent 
them to Romo. 

3. At this time flerod connnanded P!irr>o- 
rqs, -that fince. he was-fi) tihllinate in his afac- 
tion for his wife, he ilamid H tiscinlo hi- own 
tetrarchy ; whieh lie did very willingly, and 
fware many oaths that he would ncu come a- 
gain, till he heard that Herod was dead. And 
indeed when, upon a fiekncfs cf the kins'', he 
was dcfired toec.me to him before* he died, that 
he might cntriiH liim wdth fomc of his injunc¬ 
tions, he had fuch a regard to his oath, that he 
would not come to him : yet did not Herod fo 
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retain his hatred to Pheroras, but remitted of 
his putpofe [not to fee him] winch he before 
had, and that for fuch great caufes as have 
been already mentioned : but, as foon as he be¬ 
gan to be ill, be came to him, and this without 
being fent for ; and when lie was dead, he took | 
care of his funeral, and had his body brought | 
to Jeriifalem, and buried there, and appointed 
a folcmn mourning for him. Tins [death of 
Pheroras] became the origin of Antipater’s 
misl'ortimes, although he were already failed 
for Rome, God now being about to punifti 
him for the murder of Id's brethren. I will* 
explain the hiftory of this matter very diftindl- 
ly, that it may be for a warning to mankind, 
that they take care of condudling their whole 
lives, by the rules of virtue. • 


C H A P. IV. 

Pheroras's Wife is accufed by his freed Mett, as 
guilty of poifoning him : and how llerod^ up¬ 
on Examination of the Matter by Torture, 
found the Poifon; but fo that it bad been pre¬ 
pared for hhnfef by his Son Antipater : and, 
upon an Enquiry by Torture, he dif'overcd the 
dangerous Deftgns of Anti pater. 

I. j\ S foon as Pheroras was dead and his 
funeral was over, two of Pheroras’s 
);c. 'd-men, who were much ellecmed by him, 
^..unc to lionul, and intreated him not to leave 
the murder of his brother without avenging 
but to examine into I'uch an unrcafonable 
and unliappy death. When he was moved 
With tlufe words, for they leemed to him to be 
iruc, they fau!, 'Fhat “ Pheroras fupped with 
his wife the day bcfore'he fell lick, and that a 
certain potion was brought him in fueh a fort 
of food as he was not tiled to eat ; but that 
When be bad eaten, he died of it ; that this po¬ 
tion was brought out of Arabia by a woman, 

* I lis wife, her inotlicr, anti fitler. It ftcms to n;-, hy 
rhi<! whole Itoiy put together, tli.it Piicnnas w-us not him- 
f'.lf poilom'tl, as lb eoninioDlf I’uppofeJj for Aiiiip.itcr 
hill ptrfuatlcnl him to poifoti Herod, chip. “v. i. which 
would hdl to the giound if he were himfclf poil’oncd ; iior 
toiilU Uie poifouiijg of I'heror.ib ferve any defign th.ii ap. 
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under pretence indeed aS a love potion, for that 
was its name, but in reality to kill Pheroras ; 
for that the Arabian women are Ikilful in ma¬ 
king fuch poifons : and the woman to whom 
they aferibed this, was confefledly a moft inti¬ 
mate friend of one of Sylleus’s miflrefles ; and 
that both the mother and the fifter of Phero¬ 
ras’s wife had been at the pkces where flie lived, 
and had perfuaded her to fefWIem'fhio pud'eui, 
and had come back and brought it with them 
the day before that Ins fupper.” Hereupon 
the king was provoked, and put the women 
flaves to the torture, and fome that were free 
with them : and as the fa£l did not yet appeal, 
becaufe none of them would confefs it ; at 
length one of them, under her utmofl agonies,, 
faid no more but this, That “ Ihe prayed that 
God would lend the like agonies upon Antipa¬ 
ter’s mother, who had been the occalion of 
thefe miferics to all of them.” This prayer 
induced Herod to increafe the womc’' 
turea, till thereby all was dilcovf*’- 
mei ry-meetings, their fecret 
difclofing of what he had fai , 

unto Pheroras’s * wOmcn,” ( . rierod 

had charged Antipater to cone was, the gift 
of an hundred talents to him not to have any 
converfation with Pheroras.) “ And what ha¬ 
tred he bore to his father ; and that he com¬ 
plained to his mother how very long his father 
lived; and tliat lie was hilnfelf almoft an old inan, 
infomuch, that if the kingdom fhould come to 
him, it would not alFord him any pleafure ; and 
that there were a great many of his brothers, 
or brothers children, briugiag up, that might 
have hopes of the kii^gddm as well as himfelf,, 
all which, made his own hopes of it uncertain; 
for that even now, if lie fhould himfelf'not 
live, Herod had ordained that the government 
fhould be conferred, not on his fon, but rather 
on a brother. He alfo had accufed the king 

oi 

pears now going forsvaft-d': 
of his freed-men that this 
they knew w'as btoijght to 
of for jpoifijning him ; wh 

brought for her huiband tv pouon rteiuu wnlui, as the 
futuic examination^ demonltrate. 


/ 
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of great barbarity, ttnd of the flaughtcr of his | 
fohs; and tliat it was out of the fear he was j 
under, left he ftiould do the like to him, that 
made him tontrive this his journey to Rome, 
and Pheroras contrive to go to his own te- 
trarchy.” 

2. These confeflions agreed with what his 
fifter had told him, and tended greatly to cor- 
her teftlmbny, and to free her from 
the fufpicion of her unfailhfulnefs to liitn. So 
the king, having fatisficd hitnfclf of the fpitc 
which Doris, Antipatcr’s mother, as well as 
himfelf, bore to him, took away from her all 
her fine ojnaincnts, which were worth many 
talents : and then font her away, Jvnd entered 
into friendlhip will) Pheroras’s women, iiut 
he who molt of all irritated the king againft 
las fon, was one Antipater, the procurator of 
Aiitipatcr the king’s fon, who, w'hcit he was 
tortured, among other things faid, 7’hat “ An- 
■ '-^ter had prepared a deadly potion, and giv- 
'^heroraSj with his defire that he would j 
%hev, during his abfence, and j 
"'•r,olcd to have the ieaft j 
lu., m thereto relating ; that i” 

Antiphn. ntipater’s friends, brought i 

that potion ou. .gypt; and that it was fent j 
to Piicroras by Theudion, the brother of the | 
mother of Antipater the king’s, fon, and by ; 
that means came to Fhcroras’s wife, her hul- 
band having given it her to keep.” x\nd when 
the king a&ed her about it, Ihe confefl'ed it ; 
and as ft\e was running tfjfetch it, flie threw j 
herfelf down fr«m the houfe-top ; yet did ftie i 
not kill herfelf, heoaufe fhe fell upon her feet: j 
by which means, w'hen the king had comfort- | 
ed her, and had promifed her and her domel- ! 
tics pardon, upon condition of their concealing , 
nothing of the truth from him, but had threat- | 
cued her with the utmoft miferies if Ibe proved 
ungrateful [and concealed any thing] : So Ihe 
promifed, and fwore, that Ihe would fpeak out 
ell after what manner every 
a*!fd feid, what many took to 
‘‘ the potion was brought 
ovr- -J and tliat his bro¬ 

ther, wlio was a phyfician, had juocured it j 
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and that when Theudion brouglit it us, fiu' 
kept it upon Plieroras’s corn milling to her ; 
and that it was prepare;! byAntipatcr for thect. 
When, therefore, Phennus vsas fallen lick, aiid 
thou camcfl to him, and tookefi c ue of him. 
and when he law tlic kiiuincfs limu hadfl fi* 
him, Ids mind was overborne llierciiv.” fe 
he called me to liirn, and faid to me, (.) wo. 
man ! Antipater liath eireumvemled me in thi.> 
aftair of his father a!ul my brother, by pciluad- 
ing me to have a murderous attention to him, 
and procuring a jiotion to be fuhfervicat thcie- 
to: do thou therefore go and fetch the potioii. 
(fince my brother ap])ears to have the fame vii- 
tuous dii'pofition towards me which he had I’ui - 
mcrly, and I do not expebt-to live loi g myielf, 
and that I may not defile my foref. -s by the 
murder of a brother) and burn it before my 
face ; that accordingly fhe immediately brought 
it, and did as her hulband bade her; and that 
fire burnt the greateft part of the potion ; but 
tliat a little of it was left, tliat if the king, after 
Pheroras’s death, fliould treat her ill, fhe might 
polfon herfelf, and thereby get clear of her 
miferies.” Upon iicr faying thus, flie brought 
out tliC potion and the box in which it was be¬ 
fore them all. Nay, there was another brother 
of Antiphllus, and his motlier alfo, who, by 
the extremity' of pain and torture, cenfeOTed 
the fame things, and owned the box [to be 
that v/hich had been brought out of Egypt.] 
The high prieft’s daughter alfo, who was the 
king’s wife, was accufed to have been cou- 
feious of all this, and had refolvcd to conceal 
it; for which reafon Herod divorced her, and 
blotted her fon out of his teftament, wherein 
he had been mentioned as one (hat was to 
reign after him.; and he took the high jjrieli- 
hood awav from his fathcr-in-iaw, Simeon the 
liya of Boetlms, and appointed Matthias tin- 
fon of Theophilus, who was'horn at joufaiem, 
to be high prieft in his room. 

3. While this was doing,Bathyllas rdi’o, An¬ 
tipater’s freed-man, came from Rotne, and, uj'bn 
the tortiiiv, was found to have brought another 
potion to give it into t'n.e hands of Aatipater’s 

mother,, 
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mother, and of Pheroras, that if the foi'iner po- ’ 
tion (lid not o]->erate upon the kins;, this at lead , 
might can y him off. Ther., earn" alfo letters 1 
from IKn'od’s friciuh at Rome, l.e tiic approha- j 
tion, and at the iugf^ciVion oi Anlipatcr, to accufc 
Archclaps and Philip, a;, ii they t. ilamniatcd 
'their father on account of the ilai.ghter of Ai- 
•exander and AiiiUilnilup, and as iftlicycom- 
mil'crated their dc.uhs ; and a;; if, hccaufe they 
were loiU I’or home (for their father had alrea¬ 
dy recalled them) they contluded they were 
themfclves alfo to he deilioyed. Tlicfe letters 
had been procured, for great rewards, by An- 
tlpatcrfs liicmds ; but Autipater himfclf wrote 
to his fitluT about them, and laid the hcavieft 
things til their charge ; yet did he entirely cxcule 
them of an) guilt, and laid they were but young 
men, and fo imputed their words to their youth. 
Bathe faid, that he had himfclf been very bufy 
in the aifair relating to Sylleiis, and in getting in- 
tcrefl among the great men ; and on that ac¬ 
count had bought fpleiulicl ornaments to pre- 
fent them witlial, which coft him two hun- 
dicd talents. Now, one may well wonder 
how it came about, that while fo many accu- 
ialiuns were laid againft him iii judea, during 
fevea months before this time, he was not 
made accjuaiuted with any of them. The cauf- 
es of w hich were, that the rewds were exadly 
g'larded, and that men hated Antipater; for 
thcie w ts ntd>ody who eveudd run any ha'/arc! 
hiinnit to gain him any advantages. 


C II A P. V. 

. 1 i! K ro!'iJlirin f/out Rome to bis Fa~ 
iJ:et : .;/iJ /> rw />e ui\/s acciifedIiy Nicolaus 
uf Daaiaf u arid londnnncd to die by bis 
iI'd by db/i/ililiiis Varui^ who was 
l!\,’ Pto jidint. of Syria : and botv he fvas 
t'o.i b^ihid till Cicjar Jhould be informed of 
! h (\rdt. 

^ Ilcrod, upon Anripater’s writ- 

1 xj ing to him, that having done all 
■'hat he was to do, and this in the manner he 
•ivas to do it, he would fuddenly come to him, 
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concealed his anger agaujflt him, and wrote back 
,1 to him, and bid him' not delay his journey, 
iell any harm fhould befal ijimi'clf in his ah- 
icnec. At .the fune time all'o he made fonie 
litile complaint about his mother ; but pro- 
milctl that he would lay .thofe complaints a- 
fide when he fliould return. Pie withal ex- 
prdfed his entire affeddion for him ; as fearing 
led lie Ihould have fome 
defer his journey to him; and led, while he 
lived at Rome, lie diould lay plots for the 
kingdom, and inurtorer do fomewhat againd 
himfclf. This letter Autipater met with in 
Cilicia; but had received an account of Phero- 
ras’s death before at Tarentum. This l.dl newfe 
aflcdlcd him deeply ; not out of any affedlion 
for Pheroras, but hccaufe he was dead vs'ithoiit 
having murdered his father, which he had 
promifed him to do. And when he was at Ce- 
j Icndcris In (aiicia, he began to deii!;(,ratc with, 
j himfelf about his failing home, as being much 
; grieved with the ejcdUc^n t>f his mother. Nc ^v 
; fome of his friends advlled him, that he ll'.o'.io 
' tarry a while fomewhere, in (.! 

farther information. But ethersfadvifed Iiim 
' to fail home without delay ; for that if he wcie 
; once come thither, he would foon put an end 
j to all accufations, and that npj;hing afforded 
I any weight to his accufe-rs at prefent but his 
I abfcnce. He w'as periliaded by thefe laft, and 
failed on, and landed at the haven called Se- 
bajius^ w'hich Herod had built at vafi; expences 
in honour of Ca;fa|^ and called Sehafus. And 
now w^as Antipater evidently in a miferable 
condition, while nobody came to him, nor fa- 
luted liim, as they did at his going away, 
w'ith good wiflies or joyful acclamationsrnsr 
WMs there now any thing to hinder them from 
entertaining liim, on the contrary, with bitter 
curfes, while they fuppofed lie was come to re¬ 
ceive his puniftiraent for the murder of his 
brethren. » 

2 . Now'^ Quintilius Varus was at tlyx-tinj' 
at Jerufalem, being feuv fucceed Saturniruts. 
as preliclciit of Syri.i,.yaa)t Wuo »,uuic as an al- 
feffof to Herod, who had 4 ‘^rired his advice in 
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his prefent aflairr.; and as they were fitting to¬ 
gether, Antipater came upon them, without 
knowing any thing of the matter; fo he came 
into the palace clothed in purple. The por¬ 
ters indeed received him in ; hut excluded his 
friends. And now lie was in great diforder, and 
prefently underftood the condition he was in, 
while, upo'^ 'vs going to falute his father, he 
was repidfcd by him, who called him a mur¬ 
derer of his brethren, and a plotter of dcftruc- 
lion againlb himfelf, and told him that Varus 
fuonld be his auditor and his judge the very 
next day ; fo he found that what misfortune 
he now heard of was already upon him, with 
the greatnefs of which he went away in con- 
fufion : upon which his mother and his wife 
met him {v.duch wife was the daughter of An- 
tigoniis, who was king of the Jews before He¬ 
rod) from whom he learned all circumllanccs 
v-'liich concerned him, and then prepared liiin- 
fclf for his trial. 

3. On the next day. Varus and the king fat 
in_ ind<>-mcnt: and both their friends 
were alfo called in, as alfo the king’s relations, 
with his filler Salome, and as many as could 
difeover any thing, and fuch as had been tor¬ 
tured ; and befides thefe, fome flaves of Anti¬ 
pater’s mother, who were taken up a little be¬ 
fore Antipatfer’s coming, and brought with 
them a written letter; the fum of which 
was this, That “ he fhould not come back, be- 
caufe all was come to his father’s knowledge ; 
and that Cscfar was the only refuge he had left, 
to prevent both his and her delivery into his 
father’s hands.” Then did Antipater fall down 
at his father’s feet, and befouglit him, “ not to 
prejudge his caufe, but that he might be f rft 
heard by his father, and that his father fhould 
keep himfelf unprejudiced:” So Herod ordered 
him to be brought into the midft, and then “ la¬ 
mented himfelf about his children, from whom 
he had fuffered fuch great misfortunes; and 
Antipater fell upon him in his old age. 
1-Ie alfo reckoned I’p what maintenance, and 
what education he had given them; and what 
fealbnable fupplic'S of wealth he had afforded 
them, according to their own defircs j none of 

■ \ 
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which favours had hindered them from con¬ 
triving plots againfl him, and fiom bringing 
his very life into danger, in order to gain his 
kingdom alter an impious inaimcr, by taking 
away his life before the ccaurie oi' naOi#’, tltcir 
father’s witlics, or juHlee required iltdr kiu;.;• 
dom fhould come to them ; and timU he vv\)u- 
dered wliat Ji(']7cs taudd crevate Anti'W.:'. r t<) 
Inch a jvifs, as to he h.ndy ciu'ugji m .ntciiipt 
Inch thing-;; that lie iiaci by hia tcilameu: in 
writing d-..clarcd him his fuccelfor in the co- 
vernment, and while he was alive !ie ivas in 
no rcfj)cct inferior to him, either in his iiluf- 
tiious dignity, or in }-.owcr and autlioritv, 
he having no lels than lifty takiits h r j'.is 
I yearly income, and had received fcir his jour- 
I ney to Rome no fewer than thirty talents. 

: He alfo objected to him the calc rjf his hrethreu 
I whom he had accufed ; and if they were guil- 
I ty, he had imitated th.eir example ; and if not, 
j he had brouglit him groundlds ai.'cui.'iticns a- 
! galnll Ills near relations; i'ov that he had i)ceM 
acquainted vsdth all ihofe things by h.ini, atvd 
by noliody clfc, and had done what wnss done 
by his approbation, and whom he now ahfc'l- 
ved from all that w^as criminal, by hcconii:)g 
the inheritor of the guilt of fuch their parricide*.” 

q.. WiiliN Herod had thus fpoken, he fell 
I a-wceping, and was not able to lay any more; 
j but at his dclirc, Nicolaus of Damafeus, being the 
king’s friend, and always converfant with him, 
and acquainted with whatlbever he did, ami 
with the circumftances of his affairs, proceed¬ 
ed to what remained, ami oq^laiiwrl ail that 
concerned the dcmonllrations, and evidences 
of the fadls. Upon which Antijiatcr, in order 
to make his legal defence, turned himfelf to 
his father, and “enlarged upon tlie many indi¬ 
cations he had given of his good-will to liim ; 
and inflanced in the honours that had been 
done him, which yet had not been done, had 
he not delbrved them by his virtuous concern 
about him ; for that he had made provifion for 
every thing that was lit to lx: forcl'ecn before¬ 
hand, as to giving him his wifeft advice;' anel 
whenever there was occafion for the labour cf 

7 L his 
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liis own hands, he had not grudged any fuch 
pains for him. And that it was almoft im- 
poifibk that he, who had delivered his fa¬ 
ther froii'i fo many treacherous contrivances 
laid aj^nft liiin, fhould be himfelf in a ])lot a- 
galnft him, and to lolc all the reputation he 
had gained for his virtue, by lus wickednefs j 
whlcli fucceeded it; and this while he had no- j 
thing to prohibit him, who was already ap- ! 
pointed his fucceffor, to enjoy the royal ho- ' 
nour with his father alfo at prefent; and that | 
there was no likelihood that a perfon, who had j 
the one lialf of that authority without any 
danger, and with a good charaifler, fhould hunt 
after the whole infamy and danger; and this 
when it was doubtful whether he could obtain 
it or not; and when he faw the lad example 
of his brethren before him, and was both the 
informer and the accufer againft them, at a time 
when they might not otherwife have been dif- 
(OVTred; nay, was the author of the punilli- 
ment inflidled on them, when it appeared evi¬ 
dently that they were guilty of a wicked at¬ 
tempt againft their father; and that even the 
contentions there were in the king’s family 
were indications that he had ever managed af¬ 
fairs out of the fincereft afiedion to his father. ’ 
And as to w-hat he had done at Rome, Cajfar 
was a wltnefs thereto ; who yet was no more 
to Ik- iinpofed upon than Clod himfelf; of 
!u)fc ('pinions his letters fent hither are fufti- 
c:cnt evidence; and that it xvas not reafonahle 
fo prefer tlu calumnies of fuch as propofed 
to r.d'e dillurhanccs, before thole letters; the 
eicatcll jairt of which calumnies had been rai- 
j'ed during his abfcncc, W'hich gave fcojtc to his 
enemies to forge them, which they'’ iiad not 
been a!)].' to do, if he had been there.” More- 
ov'tr, he iliewcd the wcaknefs of the evidence 
('htained by torture, which was commonly 
falfc ; bccaufc the dillrefs men are in under fuch 
uaturcs naturally obliges them to^* fay many 
filings in order to pleafe thofe that govern 
4hem, He alfo offered himfelf to the torture. 

liCREUPON there was a change obferved 
in the affembly, while they greatly pitied An- 
tijiater, who, by weeping and putting on a 


countenance fuitable to his fad cafe, made them 
conimlferate the fame ; infomuch, that his very 
enemies were moved to compaffion ; and it ap¬ 
peared plainly that Herod himfelf was affeifted 
in his own mind, although he was not willing 
it fliould be taken notice of. Then did Nico¬ 
laus begin to profecute what .the king had be¬ 
gun, and that with great bjtter nefs ; and fum- 
med up all the evidence whlCh^aroI^from'the 
tortures, or from the tertimonies. “ Fie prin¬ 
cipally and largely cried up the king’s virtue, 
which he had exhibited in the maintenance 
and education of his fons ; while he could ne¬ 
ver gain any advantage thereby^, but ftlll fell 
from one misfortune to another. Although 
he owned, that he was not fo much furpriled 
i with that thoughtlefs behaviour of his former 
fons, who were but young, and were bcfides 
; corrupted by wicked counfellors, who were the 
occaftons of their wiping out of their minds the 
i righteous diftates of nature ; and this out of a 
j defire of coming to the government foonerthan 
they ought to do : yet that he could not I'ut, 

' juftly ftand amazed at the horrid wicKednefs of 
Antipater, who, although he had not only had 
great benefits bellowed on him by his father, 
enough to tame his reafon, yet could not he 
i more tamed than the moft envenomed ferpents; 

] whereas even thofe creatures at^iit of feme 
mitigation, and vyili not bite their benefuftors, 
while Antipater ff^th not let the misfortunes of 
his brethren be any hinderance to him, but Im 
hath gone on to imitate their barbaiity not- 
withftanding. Yet waft thou, O Antipater, 
(as thou halt thyfelf confeffed) the informer as 
I to what wicked a<ftions they had done, and the 
I fearcher out of the evidence againft them, and 
i the author of the punishment they underwent 
! upon their deteiftion. Nor do we fay this as 
I aceufing thee for being fo zealous in thy anger 
againft them, but are aftonfftied at thy endea- 
' voursto imitate their profligate behaviour; anff 
I wedifeover there’ ’ ’ ”j;-.;.- 

i for the fafety of t 
tion of thy bretln 
of their impiety. 


lover 
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lover of thy father, and raighteft thereby get 
thee power enough to do mifchief with the 
greateft impunity; which dcfign thy ad;ious 
indeed demonftrate. It is true, thou tookeft 
thy brethren off, becaufe tliou didft convitSl 
them of their wicked dofigns ; but thou didft 
not yield up to juftice thofe who were their 
partners ; and, thereby didft make it evident to 
all men*,* that thou fnadcft a covenant with them 
againft thy father, when thou ohofeft to be the 
accufer of thy brethren, as deiirous to gain to 
ihyfelf alone this advantage of laying plots to 
kill thy father, and fo to enjoy double plcafure, 
which is truly worthy of thy evil dlfpoftlion, 
wdiich thou haft openly fhewn againft thy 
brethren ; on which account thou didft I'cjoice, 
as having done a moft famous exploit, nor was 
that behaviour unworthy of thee, lint if thy 
intentions were olherwifc, thou art worfe than 
they ; while thou didft contrive to hide thy 
treachery againft thy fatlicr, thou didft hate 
.,them, not as plotters againft thy father ; for in 
t;ht»t. ^fe t hou hadft not thylelf fallen uj)on the 
like cnmel but as fucccffbrs of his dominions, 
and more worthy of that fucceftion than thyfelf. 
Thou wouldcft kill thy father after thy breth¬ 
ren, left thy lies railed againft them might be 
deteded ; and left thou fliouldeft fuffer what 
puniftiment thou hadft deferved, thou hadft a 
mind to exadl that puniftiment of thy imhajnpy 
father, and didft devlfe fiich a fort of uncom¬ 
mon parricide as the world never yet law, 
Tor thou, who art his Ion, didft: not only lay a 
treacherous dcfign againft thy father, and didft 
it while he loved thee and had been thy bene- 
fei6\or, had made thee in reality his partner in 
the kingdom, and had openly declared thee his 
fuccelfor; while thou -waft not forbidden to 
tafte the fweetnefs of authority already, and 
hadft the firm hope of what was future by thy 
father’s determination, and the fecurity of a 
written t'<“ft''.ment. But for certain, thou didft 
thefe things according to thy la- 
5 difpo^GW*, but according to thine 
-jf.A»d;^elinations ; and waft dc- 
e the part that remained away 
iram thy too mdulgeiU father, and fuughtcft 
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to deftroy him with thy deeds, whom thou 
in words pretendedeft to preferve. Nor waft 
thou content to be wicked thyfelf, hut thou 
lillcclft thy mother’s head wnth th}f devices, 
and railed dillurbances among thy hrclhrcn, 
and Iiadft the holdncfs to call thv father a 
wild bcaft ; while thou hadft thvfelf a mind 
more cruel than any Icrpcnt, whence thou 
' fendedft out that poifon among rliy neareft 
kindred and greateft benefactors, and iiivitcdit 
them to allill thee and guard thee, and didft 
hedge lliyfelf in on all fidcs Iiy the artifices of 
both lucn and women, againft an old man ; as 
though that mind of thine was not fufticient of 
illcif to lupport lo great an hatred as thou 
bareft to him. And here thou appcartli alter 
the tortiucs of free-men, of domeftics, ol men 
and of women, which have been examined on 
thy account, and after the infoimations of thy 
lt‘llow-confplrator,s, as making hallo to contra¬ 
dict the truth ; and haft thought of ways, nor 
only how to take thy father out of the world, 
but to difannul tliat written law which is againft 
thee, and the virtue of Varus, and the na¬ 
ture of juftice ; nay, fuch is that impudence of 
thine on which thou confideft, tliat thou dc- 
fireft to be put to the torture thyfelf, while thou 
allcdgcll, that the tortures of thof' already 
examined thereby have made them tell lies ; 
that thofe that have been the deliverers of thy 
father may not l>e allowed to have fpoken the 
truth ; but that ih.y tortures may be eftcemed 
the difeoverers of truth. Wilt not thou, C) 
Varus, deliver the king from the injuries of his 
kindred ? Wilt not thou deftroy this wicked 
wild bcaft, which hath pretended kindnefs to 
his father in order to deftroy liis brethren; 
while yet he is himfelf alone ready to carry off 
the kingdom immediately, and appears lo he 
the moft bloody butcher to him <d' them all ? 
For thou art fenfible, that parricide is a gene¬ 
ral injury both to nature and to common life ; 
j and that the intention of parricide is not in- 
j ferior to its perpetration; and Ik. uhoikxs 
nfjt punilh ir, is injurious to natuie ihell.” 

6. Nicolaus added farther v.liat be!ot''gcd 

to 
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to Antipatcr’a mother, and wliatfoever flie hnd 
prattled like a wotuan; as allb about the pre- 
diblions, and the lacrilicos relating- to the king ; 
and whatfoever Antipatcr had done laicivioully 
in his cups and his amours among Pheroras's 
women; the examination upon torture ; and 
whatfoever concerned the tcfPuncmies of the 
witnen'es, whicli were many, and of various 
kinds ; fome prejiared bclbrc-hand, and others 
were ludden anfwers, which farther declared 
and conlirmed the foregoing evidence. For 
thofe men wdm were not unacquainted with 
Antipalcr’s })rattices, but had concealed them 
out of fear, when they faw that he was cx- 
pofed to the acenfations of the former witnef- 
i^s, and that his great good fortune, which had 
fupported hint hitherto, had now evidently be¬ 
trayed him into tltc hands of ids enemies, who 
were now iniatiable in tlteir hatred to him, 
told all they knew of him. And his ruin was 
now haftened, not fo much by the enmit}-' of 
thole that were his accufers, as by his grofs, 
and impudent, and wicked contrivances, and 
by his ill-will to his father and his brethren ; 
while he had filled their hoid'c with dillurbancc, 
and caufed them to murder one another ; and 
■was neither fair in his hatred, nor kind in his 
friendfldp, but juft fo far as ferved his own 
•<urn. Now, tlicre were a great number, who 
for a long time beforc-liand had feen all this, 
and clpcoially fnch as were naturally dii'pofed 
fo iudp;e of matters by the rules of virtue, be- 
caufe they were ufed to cictenniuc about aflairs 
wilhnut pallt(;n, but bad been retrained from 
rnalung any open complaints before ; theic, up¬ 
on tlie leave now given them, produced all 
that tlicy knew before the public. The de- 
monltrations ;dib of tbefe wicked fadts could 
no way be difproveci; becaul'e the many wlt- 
neifes tiiere were did neither fpeak out of fa¬ 
vour to Ilerod, nor were they obliged to keep 
what they had to fay filent, out of fufpicion of 
any danger they were in ; but tliey fpake what 
tiiey kiicw, hecaufc they thought that fuch ac¬ 
tions were wicked, and that Antipatcr deferved 
the greatell punilhmcnf; and, indeed, rot fo 
much for Herod’s fifcty, as on account of the 
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man’s own wickednefs. Many things were 
alfo laid, and thofe by a great number of per- 
fons, who were no way obliged to,fay them ; 
iufomuch, that Antipater, who ufed generally 
to he very Ihrcwd in his lies and impudence, 
was not able to fay one word to the contrary. 
V/hen Nicolaus had left off fpeaking, and had 
produced the evidence. Varus bid Antipatcr to 
betake himfelf to the making his defence, if lie 
had prepared any thing whereby it might ap¬ 
pear that he was not guilty of the crimes he 
was accufed of; for that, as he was hiinlclf dc- 
liroiis, I'o did he know, that his father was in 
like manner defirous alfo, to have him found 
entirely Innocent, But Antipater fell down on 
his face, and appealed to God, and to all men, 
for tellimonials of his innocency, ddiring that 
God would declare, by foinc evident lignals, 
that lie had not laid any plot agalnft his fath.cr. 
Tliis being liie ufual method of all men delli- 
tutc of virtue, tliat, when they let about any 
wicked undertakings, tlicy fall to work accord¬ 
ing to their own inclinations, as if they Ndicv- 
ed that God was unconcerned in human af¬ 
fairs ; but when once they are found out, and 
are in danger of undergoing the punilhmciit 
due to their crimes, they endeavour to over¬ 
throw all the evidence againll them by appeal¬ 
ing to God ; which was the very thing which 
Antipater now di l : for whereas he had done 
every thing as if there were no God in the 
v/orld, when he was on all fides diftrelfed by 
jufticc, and when he had no other advantage 
to expedl from any legal proofs, by which lie 
might difprovc the acenfations laid againll him, 
he impudently abufed the majelly of God, and 
aferibed it to his power, that he had been pre- 
ferved hitherto ; and pfoduced before them all 
what difficulties he had ever undergone in his 
bold ading for his father’s prefervation. 

7, So when Varus, upon alking Antipatcr 
what; he had to fay for himfdf, found that be 
had nothing to fay befides his appeal to (?<>d> 
and faw that there was no end cit' that, he hid 
them bring the potion before the enmt, that 
he might lee what virtue ftill remained in It; 

and 
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auil when ii was brought, and one that was | 
couderancJ to die had drunk it by Varus’s ; 
command, ^hc died prelcntly. Then Varus : 
got up, and departed out of the court, and 
went avv'ay the day following to Antioci), : 
where his ufual refulence was, becaule that 
was the palace ©f the Syrians ; upon whicii j 
j'fcrod laiil his fon in bonds. But what were : 
Wrus’s dUcourfes to Herod, was not known ' 
to tlic generality, and upon what words it wnts 
that he went away ; though it was alfo ge- . 
acrally fupjioled, that whatfoever Herod did; 
e.fterward about his fon WiS done with his ap- ! 
probation. But, wdien Herod had bouml his | 
(bn, he font letters to Rome to Cxd'ar about 
him, and fuclt ineHengers withal as Ihould, by 
word of mouth, inform C’.adar of Antipater's 
wickednds. Now, at this very time, there 
v/as feized a letter of Antiphilus, written to 
Autipater out of Egypt (for he lived there) ; 
and, when it was opened by the king, it was 
found to coniain what follows: “ 1 have fent 
th'it><\cmc’3 letter, and hazarded my own life; 
for thou knowcll that I am in danger from , 
two families, if I be difeovered. I wilh thee 
good fuccefs in thy afhur.” Thci'e were the 
contents of this letter ; but the king ma,dc cn- 
(juiry about the otiicr letter alfo, for it did not 
appear; and Antiphilus’s Have, who brought I 
that letter which had been read, denied that i 
he had received the other. But, while the ! 
king was in doubt about it, one of Herod’s 
friends, feeing a feana upon the inner coat of 
the Have, and a doubling of the cloth (for he 
!iad two coats on) he guelfed that the letter 
snight be within that doubling; which accord- 
ingly proved to be true. So they took out the 
letter, and its contents were thefe : “ Acme to 
Antipatcr. I have written fuch a letter to thy 
father as thou defiredft me. I alfo have taken 
a copy, and fent it, as if it came from Salome 
to my lady [Livia] ; which when thou readcll, 
i ‘know that Herod will puniili Salome, as 
plottini^ againft him.’' Now, this pretended 
lettfiir of S^me'to her lady was compofed iiy j 
Ahfipater, in the name of Salome as to its real j 
meaning, but in the words of Acme. The j 
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' jlter was this : “ Acme to king; HeiOil. i 
have done my eiideavoui, tluit uoihing that i-. 
d'liic againlt thee Ihouhl !>c concealed front 
ti'.ee. So, iipon nay liiuling a letter Or Salome 
written to u\v lady aguiiill thee, i luo/e writ¬ 
ten ('ut a coiiy, and tent it thee, wiiii haz nvi 
to niyfelf, but tor tlty ad v;\iUa<’;e. 'i'!u: leaion 

wliy tbi; wrote it w.o; ties, th u (he hail a mind 
to be lu.uaii.'d to Svlleus. Do litiai, tlieieiore, 
tear tins letter to pieces, that I lu.tv I’o' vtorue 
into danger o[' my liic.” Now Avunc had 
writteti to Aruij>atcr himieli, and i..tbriu.ed 
him, that, in eomplianee with luc eoeamaod, 
fire had Itoth hctl'elf written to kleroJ, as it 
; Salome had laid a tudiLai plot e '.iite'c agaittii 
him, and had hcrfclf lent a copy ot an cpilllc, 
as coming from Salome to lier lady. Now 
Acme wuis a Jew by birtli, and a iervar.t to 
Julia, CA'far’s whfe ; and did this out of her 
fricndlhip for Antipatcr, as haviiig been cov- 
rupted !>y him with a large prefent of nif)ne)', 
to allift in his pernicious chdigns ag.nnH. Ids 
father and his aunt. 

8. HitTlKul’ON Herod was ib amazed at the 
prodigious wickcdncls of Antipatcr, lliat he was 
ready to have ordered him to be flalii itnnwdi- 
ately, as a turbulent penfon in tlic mull impor¬ 
tant concerns, and as one that had laid a plot 
not only againfl himftlf, I)ut againft his iiflcv 
alfo, anil even corrupted Ctelar’s owni domef* 
tics. Salome alio provoked him to it, beating 
herhreaft, and Ifidding him kill her, if hecmild 
produce any credible tcllimony that Hie h id 
abled in that manner. Herod alfo font for his 
fon, and afkcd him about this matter, and Iful 
him contradict it if he could, and not fui>[ircf; 
any thing lie had to fay for himt’eif; and, w hen 
he had not one w'ord to fiy, he alkcd him, 
fmee he was every w'ay caught in his'villany, 
that lie would make no farther delay* hut dif- 
cover Ills afTociates in thefe his wicked defigns. 
So he laid all upon Antiphilus ; but difenvcretl 
no body ellc, Hcfcujxm Elerod w/as in fuch 
great grief, that he w^as ready to fend his fon to 
Rome to Caefar, there to give an account of 
thefe his wicked contrivances. But he foon 
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became afraid, left he rnig,lit tliere, by the af- 
iiltancc of his friends, elcape the d.inp;er he was 
iu ; fo he kept him bound as before, and feat 
more ainhaft'adors and letters [to Rome] to ac- 
caie his fon, and an aceomit what atiiftauee 
i\i.me had given him in his wicked dehgns, 
with copies of tlie epillies bcforc-incutioncd. 

C H A r. VI. 

{'unreniui^ the D'lfcafe that lierjJ/e /7 !/:/o, and 
l/.r Sedition 'which the ycivs raifed thereupon ; 
wiil: the Punijlsmcnt of the Seditions. 

§ i.lW ”f OW Herod’s ambalfadors made hafle 
y ^ to Rome ; but went as iultrucled 
before-hand what anfwers they were to make 
to ibe cgicilions put to them. They aho car¬ 
ried the epillies with them. But Herod now 
fell into a difteinper, and made his will, and 
bequeathed his kingdom to [ Antipas] his )'Oung- 
eft fon ; atid ibis out of that hatred to Arche- 
laus and I'hilip, wdiich tb.e calumnies of Anti¬ 
pater had raifed againft them. He alfo be¬ 
queathed a thonland talents to Caefar, and five 
hundred to Julia, Caefar’s wife, to Ca-far’s chil¬ 
dren, and Iricnds, and frccd-nu-n. He alfo 
dlftributcd among his fons and tlicir fons, his 
inoncv, his revenues, and If.s lands. He alfo 
made Salome his Idler very rich, bccaule ihe 
ic’di (.'('ndmued faithiul to him in all his circum- 
nces, and w.is never lo raili as to do him 
;iny harm : rmd as he del} aired ol rccoivering, 
lor he was ala-mt the feveutieth vear cd his ap;e, 
liv -crew heme, and induky-d the hittcrell anger 
upon all occal.ons ; tlie caufe whereof was this, 
tf.at he tlnanghl Idinhlf defpifctl, and that the 
nation was pleated with his misfovtuncs ; hcfides 
aviheip he rclciitcd a Icd’UKm wdiicli iiimc of 
tb.e ■( w'cr fort cd men excited againft him, the 
CKC.dion of \Yhich was as follows. 

■z. TnrtiE was one judas, the fon of Sari- 
phens, and blalthias, the’fon of Margalotlms, 
two of the nioil eloquet.t men among the jews, 
knd the nioft celebrated interpreters of the jew- 

* Tlint the mKkiiig imaf;?;;, -wiiLout an mrentxa to 


I ifli laws, and men well-beloved by the people, 
j liecaufe of their education of their youth ; for 
i all thofe that were lludious of virtue, frequemed 
their ledlures every day. Thcfc men, when 
they found that the king’s difteraper wots in¬ 
curable, excited the young men that they 
would pull down all thofe works which the 
king liad erccled contrary to the law of their 
lathers, and thereby obtain the rew'ards wdiich 
I the law' will confer on them for fuch adlions 
' of piety ; for that it was truly on account of 
I Herod’s raflmefs in making fuch things as the 
i law had forbidden, that his other misiommes, 
I and this diftemper alfo, which was fo nmifua! 
awong mankind, and with wdiich he w'as now 
afllidlcd, came upon him ■ for Herod had cau- 
ji led fuch things to be made, wdiich were con¬ 


trary to the law, of w'hich he was acculcd by 


li judas and Vlattiiias ; for the king had creeled. 


I over the great gate of the temple a large golde n 
i eagle, of great value, and had dedicated it to- 
! the temple. Now the law forbids thofe, tliai 
propofc to live according to it, to creiif- irfla- 
ges * or reprcfentaiions of any living creature. 
So thefe wife men perfuaded [their fchokirs j 
to pull down the golden eagle ; allcdging. 
That “ although they Ihould incur any danger, 
vrhieh might bring them to their death.s, tlic 
j virtue of the adion, now propofed to them, 
j would appear much more advantagcmis to 
I them than the pleafures of life ; fmee the}' 
i would die for the prefervation and ohlcrvatiou 
I of the law'^ of tlieir fathers ; fmee they would 
! alfo acijuire an cverlafting fame and commen- 
1 dation ; fmee they would he both commended 
j by the prefent generation, and leave an txam- 
i pie of life that would neva* be forgotten to 
i pollcrity ; fmee that common calamity of dyi-rg 
I cannot be avoided by our living fo as to elcape 
I any fuch dangers ; that therefore it is a right 
thing for thofe, who are in love with a virtuous 
condud, to w'ait for that fatal hour by fuch a 
bcliaviour as may carry them out of tlie world 
with pralfc and honour; and that this will al - 

'’Icviate 

worlliip them, was notunlnwfivl to the Jews, fee the cctc 
i cn Ajitiq. B. VIII. eh. vii. k 5. . . 



Chap. VL 


ANTI Q^U I T I E S OF THE J E W Bi ^97 

leviate death to a great degree, thus to come ( Jo;!, and which he wrote and left hcliinci [jiiji, 

at it by the })erformancc of brave adions, more worthy of o!)!cr\atiem than l!iy com- 

whicli bring us into danger of it; and at the mands. Accordingly, we will undergo deatl), 

fame time to leave that reputation behind them ' and all forts ol' punilhment which'thou canft 
to tlieir children, and to all their relations, ‘ inflief upon us, Avitlv plcalure, lincc'wc ate 
whether they be‘men or women, which wdil conleious to ourlclves that we ihall die, not lor 
be of great acfvantage to them afterward,” , any unrigliteous aclioits, but lor otrr love to 
g. And with fuch dil’crmrl'cs as this did religion.” And thus they all laid, and their 
tlicfc men excite the young men to this action ; ; courage rvas Hill equal to their [)r(dcil!0!!, and c-- 
and a rcjrort being come to them that the king ' qnal to that with wdiich they rcadilv let tibou. 
was dead, this was an adtlition to the wile 1 this undertaking. Aitd when the king had 01- 
meiiH pcrfualions ; fo, in the very middle of dcred tlienr to be i)ound, he lent them to )c 
the day, they got upon the place, they pulled richo, and called together the princip/al men 
clown the eagle, and cut it to pieces with axes, i among the jews ; ttiul wlicii lliey were conn, 
wlfuc ;i great numher of people w'cre in tlic he made them an'cmhlc in the theatre, and bc- 
tet'opie. And now the king's captain, upon ^ caufc he could not hirnlell ft and, he lay upon, 
bearing what the undertaking wxis, and fuppof- j a couch, and “ cnmu.cratcd t'lc tnany hihours 
ing it was a thing of a higher nattire than it j that he had long endured on their account, and 
prc/ved to be, came up thither, having a great | his buildiitg of the tc;n]dc, and what a valt 
band ol lokliers with him. Inch as was iullicicut ! charge that was to liiiu ; while the Afamo- 
to put a ilop to the mnltitiulc of tlic'll- wdio | neans, during the lumdred twenty-live ycars- 
uullcd down what was dedicated to (hod : lo , of their government, had not been able to per- 
hc'l-'d! upon tlicm uncxpcdtedly, anef as they j. form any fo great a work fv tlte lionour of 
were upon this bold attempt, in a foolilh pre- j (hod as tliat was: that he Iiad alio adorned it 
fumption, ratltcr than a cautious circumfirec- j! with very valualrle donations ; on wdiicli ac¬ 
tion, as is ufuai with the multitude, and while j count he hoped that lA* had left himfelf a rne- 
they were in diibrdcr, and incautious of w'hat f morial, and procured himfelf a reputation af- 
was for ti'icir ach'antage ; fo lie caught no fev/-f ter his death. He tlicn. cried our, that tliefe 
cr than forty of the young men, who had the ,! men had not abftaincd IVom alTronting him, 
eoiirage to Hay behind wlien the rcH ran away, j; even in his liir-time, but that in the very day- 
together with the authors of this bold attempt, 1! time, and in the light of the multitude, thev 
|tidas, and Matthias, who thought it an igito- j| had almred hiiii to that degn'ce, as to fail ujum 
minions thing to retire upon liis approach, and j what he had ded'catcd, ami in tluit way oi’ a- 
Icd them to the king. y\nd when they were 1 bulc had pniictl it clown to, the ground, 'i’luy 
eome to the king, and he aflced them, it they j pretended indeed that they did it to allront him;, 
had been fo bold as to pull down what be had 
dedicated to God? “Yes, ffid they, what was 
contrived we contrived, and what hath been 
performed we performed it, and that with Inch 

a virtuous courage as becomes men ; for wm | i/ti'j i/tii.vto i u-lit j'V-1 ^ iKJt *1^ 

have given our alliHancc to thofe things v.’liieh :j fo cruel as to inBicH pmiiihmcnt on them, 
were cledicated to thofe things which wcic de- jjfald, what was (lone was done without their 
dicated lo the majeHy of Gcjd, and we have | arprohatinn, and lliat it feemed to them that 
provick’d for what \vc have learned by hearing a the afi might well be puniHicd for what 
the law ; and"" it ought not to be wondered at, j tii-?y had done.” Hut as for Herod, he dealt 
if we cHcern thofe laws wliich Moles liad f more mildly ’.vith others [of the allernbly] ; 
fuggcHed to him, ai,d were tau.ght him by {i out 


I but if any one conlidcr the tiling trm'v, they 
will find, that they were guilty ot laerilcgc a- 
gainH God therein.” 

4. But the people, on accotnit of HeiMcl’s 

I j \ t* ) \ o 1 0 fT\y> »• 'im/j 1 i zi < 1 1 i 1 z 1 l>r» 
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ljut tie deprived T^Iatthlas of the iilgh prieft- h id alfo convulfions in all parts of his body, 
hood, ns in part an occafion of this adlion, which hicreafed his ftrength to an infiifferablc 
and made joazar, who was Matthias's wife’s ijcgrec. It was faid by thofe who pretended to 


brother, high priefl in his Head. Now it hap- > 
pened, that during the time of the high prieft- I 
hood of tli’s Matthias, there was another per- ’ 
ton made high pried lor a fingle day, that very I 
day wh.ich the jews ohferve as a fad. d'he oc- j 
raiion was this : 'I'his Matthias the high pried', | 
on the night before that day when the fad was ! 


! (j'viiie, and avho were endued witli wifdoni to 
: forctel fuch things, that God inflidled this pun- 
I ifliir.cnt on the king on actount of his great 
i iinpictv ; yet was he ftill in hopes of recover- 
I ing, though his afflidbions feemed greater thru! 
i any one could bear. He alfu fent for [)hy- 
; I'leians, and did not refufe to follow what they 


to he celebrated, feemed, ill adream, to have { prclcribcd for his adiftance, and went be- 
converfition with his wife; and hccaufe he could I yond the rh er Jordan, and bathed hiimllifin 
not officiate hirnfelf on that account, Jofeph, ; the warm baths that w^ere at Callirrhoe, which, 
the fon of Itiiemus, his kinl'inaii, affided him in | befides their otlier general virtues, were abb fi- 
that facred office. But Herod deprived this 1 to drink; which water runs into the lake called 
Matthias of the high priedhood, and Inirnt tlie i yifpbaltitts. And wlien the phylicians once 
other Matthias who had railed the leditlon, j thouglit fit to liavc him bathed in a velfcl Ini' 
with his companions, alive. And that very i of oil, it was fujipofed that he was jud dying; 
night there was an eclijd'c of the moon, f j but, upon the lamentable cries of Ids domcdics, 

5'. But now Herod’s didemper p;reatly in- : he revived ; and having no longer the lea.!’ 
creafed upon 1dm after a feverc manner, and ; hopes of recovering, he gave order that cverv 
this by God’s judgment upon him for his fins ; j foldler fhould be paid fifty drachma; ; and lu-. 
for a lire glowed in him llowly, which did not ji alfo gavefa great deal to their commanders,-triu! 
o much ajipear to the touch outwardly, as it 
augmented Ids pains inv/arclly : for it brought 
.ipon him .a vehement apjictitc to eating, which 
he could not avoid to fnpply with one fert of near his death, he contrived the following wick- 
food or other. His cntralla were alfo exnlccr- cd defigns. Ide commanded that all the prin- 
aur.l, and tlic chiet violence of his pain lay in cipal men of the entire Jewifli nation, wherc- 
; an aqueous and tranfparent liquor foever they lived, fhould be called to him. 
ad'o liad it u'ie:l iilc!*^" about his feet, and a like Accordingly, they were a great number that 
nnfter affiirUtl Id.ni at the bottom of his belly, came, becaufe the whole nation W'as called, 
\'jv, ihohi'r, privy.niernhcr was ])utrificd, and all men ho.ird of this call, and death was 
nul p; ndneed wtuiiis ; ami when he fat upright, the penalty of fueh as fhould defpilc the epilllcs 
uc had a, tiirii.uiiy of breathing, which was that were fent to call them. And now the 
very lo.til'iomc, tjn .'ll''.'mint of the liench of his kln<g was in a wild rage againft them all, the 
breath, and the cjnicknefs of its returns : he' in- 

‘ 'Dii'. f’.ih, t!' a (DC Jclcpli was made higii pricit for ported by better evidence, much lefs when contradicted 
’ ''•( of the action here fpeeiiieil, that i thereby, feem to me of weigiit enougli to deferve that fo 

■? iVtar .r :.is, t'lC rc d hij>;h priefl, in his fiecp, the night | great a man as Rc'l.iml (liould fpeiui his time in endeavours 
ia-fc.ii-rl;e groat day of expiation, is attefted to botli in ■ at their vindication. 

,'!i: and Talmud, as Jtr Iludfon here informs u,s. j | bdiis celipfc of the moon (which is the only cclipfe 

;i',d 'f 1, fiom t'.ii fact, thus folly utleftcd, we nny , of either of the lumin.iries mentioned by our Joft'p]rus in 
Duefate- t!i " pvctDid.,.'! rule in the Talmud here mention- ! any of his writings) is of the greatdl confequeme for the 
ed, and et’.de iv(n(rcd to bo e.tcufcd hy llchnd, that the | determination of the lime for the death of Herod and An- 
logh piietl was not fiutcrod to llrep the night Ivfore that tipater, and for tlie hirth and entire chie(noff>gy mf Jefu;, 
! le.n *d IV .T explatiim ; which v/afehing would jturely Va- Chrhl. It happened March 13th, in the year of the Julian 
•her uniit iii.Ti (or the tnaiiy Important duties he was to period 4710, and the’4th year before the Chrillian tent. 
vetror!\) Oil that fdemn dav, than dlfpof: him duly to per- See Us calculation by the rules of Allronomy, at the end of 
'.\m -hem. Mur do f'K'li’Ihiimudic.d nder, wlica unfup- the AflronorniealLtcluve^ifdi^. Jfiat. page 451,•4;2. 


to his friends, and came again to Jericho, where 
he grew fo choleric, that it brought him to do 
all tliing.s like a mad-naan ; and though he were 
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I'liioccnt as well as tliofe that had a Horded 
;>Tound i;>r acculations; and when thev were 
eonic, he ordered them to be all iliut uji in the 
iiippodroine,^ and lent lor his i'lRer Salome, 
and I'lcr Inilhand Alexis, and ipakc thus to 
•liein ; “ 1 lhall die in a little time, lu great 
".re my inins; which dcatli ought to lie chccr- 
{'ull v' borne, :md to be welcomed by all men ; 
but what principally troubles me is thi^, tliat 
] lhali die witliout being lamented, and with¬ 
out fticlt inotirning as men tilually cxpcti at a 
king's death. I'or that he was not unacquaint- 
ec! With liie iemjicr oi'the jews, that b.is de.uh 
would !)C a thing very dehrable, and exceeding- 
IV acccjit I'olc to thetn ; becaul'e during his iik- 
t;nic tiKY were rcaily to revolt I'rom him, and 
to aliuie the donations he had dedicated to 
t Old ; tliat it thcrei'orc was their buimcis to rc- 
i'olve to ..h’ord him iomc alleviation oi his gicat 
)’o; rows on this oecalion ; for that if they tlo 
not relure him their conlent in what he deluvs, 
l;e lhall h ive a great mcuirning at his {mural, 
;nr.! luch as never any king had liclore linn ; 
for then the whole nation would mourn Irom 
their very foul, which otherwile would he done 
in fport and mockery only. l ie dclircd there- 
iore, that, as loon as tlicy fee he liath given 
op the gholl, they lhall place fokliers round 
llic hipjiodrouic, while they do not know that 
iie is dead ; and that they fhall not declare his 
death to tlie multitude till this is done; hut 
that they lltall give orders tv) have thole that 
are th.cre in cuhoOv lliot with their darts; and 
that this llaughter of them all will eaufe that 
he lliall not milk to rejoice on a double account. 
That, as lie is d\ing, they Vvill make him le- 
cure, that his will lhall he executed in what lie 
charges •'hem to do ; and that he fliall have 
the honour of a memorable mourning at bis 
funeral. So he dephircd bis condition, with 
tears in Ids e\'(s, and e>btc(led them by the 
kiiulncf- due Irom them as of his kindred, and 
by the faith they owed to (lod, and begged 
of them that fhev vcoukl not hinder 1dm ol 
this hcTnourahre mourning at If: : ’neral.” So 
t.'icv promiiul him not to Iraiilgrels liiS com- 
lu.inds. 
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b. Now any one mav calily illicnver ’the 
Icnnier ot this m.ufs ihiikI., which not oidy 
jl look plealure in tloiiig 'vhal he had done Idr- 
! n.ei ly aiyfinll Ids rel.uions, out oi iltc lovi' o;' 
idle, hut 'hy tlioic commaiuJ-; ol his wi’d li !,i 
jcoureil ol no buimmltv; liiicc be tifok c'.o , 

I when he was depaning out ol iliis liie, ilr-,! ll>c 
! w'bolc nation fliould I'c jpu: Into nwniiifmjy 
1 and iiukxd imnlc delol tie oi taeir (ksiieii kin- 
j dred, when be give order, lint one ')nr of 
j every family lliould be il.f-n, .fidiou- h i iu'y 
■ had done lualiing that avas nugiil, ot d-.at was 
j againil him, nor wcie tliey .u’cnled. of any 
I ol her ci imes ; avldle it is ulnd lor thole wlui 
h.ive anv rcg;ard to virltie, to l.iy al.'-ie, iluir 
hatred at inch a time, even with reti'c:! to 
thole they pillly ellecmcd lieeir cnendts. 


I c ij A 1'. \^n. 

: ilcrf.il hus Thvi'vJ'la of L'i'ir:' Iviuicif A/i 

I irs-ri IJjJuf: anJ a hi iU tifL rnKiVtls Lr 
I ji'iitipaltr lu l\- fauu 

I 

I y 1 . \ .S he wa , giving tiictc (<'‘mniands t” 

i J~1L. his relatiotis, there came letters li oil! 

; his ambafladors, who h.id iiecn unt to Rome 
r unto (kelar, whis'li, when they weie lead, iheii 
purpoit was this: That Acme was llain bv 
i (kel.ir, (.ait of his indignation at what band live 
i iiad in Anlip,iter's wicked practices: :ind that 
; as to Aniijialcr Ir.mlel!, Ckfiar left it to Herod 
jj to aef as became a lather and a kiiig, and either 
! to liaidtli b'nr, • r tc.kc awav bis !i,c, which lie 
I plcaled.” When IKrc'd liciii'd thi:, lie was 

! lomewbat better, out ot t'm‘ jilealure be bail 

fr<mi the contents oi the iettws, and v.xis cleva- 
I ted at the death of Acme, .-;iid at llie pi;\vcr 
that w.is given him o’.ir his Ion; but .as bis 
p.fiiis were become se:y' gieat, be was now 
re.idy to faint fir want < 1 b.inev>hat to csit ; In 

j be called tor an a.ppk-, ;ind a kniic ; tor it wa.s 

his euilom Icjnr.usy to {'.itx the ap]'le biiUl'.h, 
and foon :ifterw;.rd,s to cut it, .uu! eat it. fVheii 
he had got the knife be looked aliout, .iiul bad 
a mind to Itab Idinlell with it ; and he iiad 

done 


N 


A pl.icc for the hnrfe-T-.iecs. 
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clone it, had not his firft coufm Achiabas pre- ; 
vented him, and held his hand, and cried out j 
loudly. Vvdicreupon a woeful lamentation echo- ' 
cd through the palace, and a great tumult was ' 
made, as if the king were dead. Upon which 
Antipaief, who verily believed his father was 
deceafed, grew bold in his difeourfe, as hoping 
to be immediately and entirely releafed from 
his bonds, and to take the kingdom into his i 
hands, without any more a-do ; fo he difcourl- 
ed with the jailor about letting him go, and in 
that cafe promifed him great things, both now 
and hereafter, as if that w'ere the only thing 
now in qucllion. But the jailor did not only 
refufe to do what Aatipatcr would have him, 
but informed the king of his intentions, and 
how many felicitations he had liad from him 
[of that nature]. Hereupon Herod, w’ho had 
formerly no afi'edion nor good-will tow'ards his 
Ion to rcllrain him, wdien he heard what the 
jailor faid, he cried out, and beat his head, al¬ 
though he tvas at death’s door, and raifed him- 
lelf„upon his elbow, and fent for fome of his 
guards, and commanded them to kill Antipater 
without any farther delay, and to do it prefent- 
ly, and to bury him in an ignoble manner at 
Hyrcania. 


CHAP VIII. 

Concerning Herod’’s Death, and T’ejl^ment, and 
Burial, 

A n D now Herod altered his teftament up¬ 
on ihc alteration of his mind ; for he 
appointed Antipas, to w^hom he had before left 
the kingdom, to be tetrarch of Galilee and Pe¬ 
rea, and granted the kingdom to Archelaus. 
He aifo gave Gaulonitis, and Trachonitis, and 

* When it is here f,iid, that Philip the tetrarch, and 
Aithelaub the king or etlinart-h, were adelphvi gnrfioi, or 
gtmnm lnoilt>s, if thofe words mean own brothers, or born 
ol tiie fame fatl.cr and mother, there mud. be here fome 
millake, beeauit they had indeed the fame father, Herod, 
but difreient mothert, the former Cleopatra, and Arche- 
l.tus Makhace. They were indeed brought up together 
privKtelv at Rome like own brothers 5 and Philip was 
A.relieLu.’s deputy ’.vhen he neat tp have his kingdom 
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Paneas to Philip, whio was this fon, but ovyn 
brother ^ to Archelaus,,„by the name of a te- 
trarchy; and bequeathed jamnia, and Afhdod, 
and Phafaelis, to Salome his filler,' with five 
hundred thoufand [drachmae] of filverthat was 
coined. He alfo made provifion for all the red 
of his kindred, by giving themfums of money 
and annual revenues, and fo left them all in a 
wealthy condition. He bequeathed alfo to 
Uefar ten millions [of drachmae] of coined 
money, befides both velTels of gold and lilver, 
and garments exceeding coftly, to Julia, Cx- 
far’s wife; and to certain others, five million.s. 
When he had done thefe things, he died, tlie 
fifth day after he had caufed Antipater to be 
flail!; having reigned, fince he had procured 
Antigonus f to be flain, thirty-four years; but 
fince he had been declared king by the Romans, 
thirty-feven. A man he was of great \arbarity 
towards all men equally, and a flave lo his paf- 
fion ; but above the conlideration of what mms 
right: yet was he favoured by fortune as much 
as any man ever was, for from a private owrir 
he became a king; and though he were en- 
compafled with ten thoufand dangers, he got 
clear of them all, and continued his life till a 
very old age. But then, as to the affairs of his 
family and children, in which indeed, accord¬ 
ing to his own opinion, he was alfo very for¬ 
tunate, becaufe he was able to conquer his ene¬ 
mies ; yet, in my opinion, he was herein very 
unfortunate. 

2. But then Salome and Alexis, before the 
king’s death was made known, difmifled thofe 
that were fhut up in the hippodrome, and told 
them, that the king ordered them to go away 
to their own lands, and take care of their own 
affaifs, which was efteemed by the nation a 

great 

confirmed to him at Rome*, chap. ix. $ 3. and Of the 
War, B. II. cJiap. ii. § 1 . which intimacy is, perhaps, all 
that jofephui intended by the words before us. 

f Thefe numbcTB of years for Herod’s reign, 3^ and 
37, are tbe very fame with thofe Of the War, B. I. 
ch. xxxiii. § 8. and are among the principal -e^onolo- 
gical charaApvs belonging to the reign or death of He¬ 
rod, See Harm., of the Eyang. p. iJOj—•i.y*.' 
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gi'cat benefit. And now the king’s death was 
made public, when Salome and Alexis gather¬ 
ed the foldiery together in the amphitheatre at 
Jericho : and the firft thing they did was, they 
read Herod’s letter, written to the foldiery, 
thanking them fs^v theirTidelity and good-will 
to liim, and exitorting them to alFord his (on 
x\rchelam, wdiom-he had appointed for their 
king, like fidelity and gootl-will. After which 
Ikolcmy, who had the king’s feal intrufted 
to him, read the king’s tellament, which 
was to l)c of force no otherwife than as it 
Ihould (land when Csefar had inlpedcd it; fo 
there was prefently an acclamation made to Ar- 
chelaus, as king; and the foldiers came by 
bands, and their commanders wdth them, and 
promiled the I'atne good-will to him, and rea- 
dinefs to ferve him, which they had exhibited 
to Herod ; and they prayed God to he affifiant 
to him. 

3. After this was over, tlioy prepared for 
liis funeral, it being Archclaus’s care that the 
pi oceffion to his father’s fepulchre fhould be very 
fumptuous. Accordingly he brought out all 
}\is ornaments to adorn the pomp of the funeral. 
The body was carried upon a golden bier, em¬ 
broidered with very precious ftones of great va¬ 
riety, and it was covered over with purple, as 
well as the body itfelf: he had a diadem upon 
his head, and above it a crown of goUl ; he allb 
had a .feepter in his right hand. About the 
bier were his fons and his numerous relations; 
next ft) thefe was the foldiery, diftinguiflied ac¬ 
cording to their feveral countries and dencmi- j 
nations ; and they were put into the following | 
order ; Hrft of all went his guards ; tlicn the 1 
band of Thracians ; and.after them the Ger- | 
mans ; and next the band of Galatians, every j 
one in their habiliments of war; and behind ^ 
thefe marched the whole army in the f'.mc , 
manner as they ufed to go out to war, and as j 
they ufed to be put imarray by their muftcr- j 
maft'ers and centurions; thefe were followed by ' 
five hundred- of his domcftics, carrying Ipiccs. 

* At eight Jladln or furlongs a-day, as here, Heroil’s 
--i^ineral, conduced to Herodium (whicli lay at the uif- 
tance from Jeiicho, rrhere he died, cf zoo f.ad:a or fur- 
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So they went ciglit furlongs * to Hcrodlurn ; 
lor there, by his own command, he was to be- 
buiicd. And thus did Herod end bis life. 

4. Now Arcbeiaus ])aid him id mucli re- 
fpetif, as to continue his mourning till tin 
feverith day ; for fo many ilays arc appointed 
for it by tlie law of our fathers. And when 
he had given a treat to tlic multitude, and left 
off his mourning, he went up into the temple ; 
he had alfo acclamations and jiraifcs given him 
which way locvcr he went, every one llrivin;; 
with the rdf who fhould appear to ufc th ; 
louddf acclamations. So he afeended an liiglv 
elevation made for him, and tool: his feat in a 
throne made of gold, and fpakc kindly to the 
multitude, and declared, “ with what joy he 
received their acclamations, and the marks of. 
the good-will they fhewed to him ; and return¬ 
ed them thanks that they did not rememl)er 
the injuries his father had done them, to hi.s 
difadvantage; and promifed them lie would 
endeavour not to be behtnd-hand with them 
in rewarding their alacrity in his fervice, after 
a fuitable manner: but that he fhould abftain 
at prefent from the name of king, and that he 
fhould have the honour of that dignity, if C.t- 
far fhould confirm and fettle that teftament 
which his father had made ; and that it was on 
this account, that when the army would have 
put the diadem on him at Jcritlio, he would 
not accept of that honour, whicli is ufually fo 
•much ddired, bccaufc it was not yet evident, 
that he who was to be principaliv concerned 
in befiowing i: wo-jkl give it him ; althcmgb, 
by his acceptai'.cc of the government, he fhould 
not W'ant the ability of rewarding their kvnd- 
nefs to him : and that it fhouid i/c Ids endea¬ 
vour, as to all things wlicreiu they were con¬ 
cerned, to p-.nvc, in cvcr\- rcfi-cH, better than 
his father,” \Vhcrcu[)Cjn the multitude, as it is 
ufual with them, fuppofc that the firft days of 
thofe that enter upon fuch governmciits declare 
the intentions of thoic that accept them; and 

fo 

louge; Of the War, B. I. di. x’xxiii. ^ q. r.'.eft luic u 
ken ap no Ich than twenti'-fivc d.iyi. 
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fo by liow inr.rli Arcbelaus fj)nbc the more lie propofcd to himfelf to go to Rome immedi- 
geally and <ivil!y to them, bv lb mncli did ately, to look after Cxdar’s determination almut 
they more highly commend liim, and made him. However, he fent the general of his 
.application* to him for the grant of what they j torccs to ule perluafionH, and to tell them, that 
rlclircd. ' Some made a elainoiir that he would I lltc death which was infiiftcd on tlicir friends 


cede tluan-of fome of their annual payments; 
but others defired him t(/ releale ihofe that 
were put into priibn by Herod, who rverc ma¬ 
ny, and had !)ecn put there at levcral times; 
otlicrs of them required that he vroidd take 
away th.ole taxes which liad been letercly laid 
n))ou what was publicly fokl and bought. So 
Archelaus contradidlcd them in nothing, fincc 
be pretended to do all things fo as to get tlie 
good-will of the naultitude to him, as looking 
upon that good-will to he a great Ifcn towards 
bis prcfei vation of the government. Hereupon 
he went and oflercd faciifice to God, and then 
betook biinfell to fcafl with iiis friends. 

c: II A r. IX. 

I/o7v l/?t' Per, pit- rc.ifuJa Sfdlitoji againjl Archc- 
hiiis, and bow be faded to Rome. 

§ I. A T' this time aifo It was, that fomc of 
d'lk. the lews got tiigcther out of a dc- 
iire of innovation. They hunented Matthias, 
and thole that were llain with liiin by Herod, 
lo had not arty rclpeel paid them by a iii- 
ncial mournittg, out of the fear men were in | 
of tliat mat! ; thev were tltofe who had been |j 
eondeinned for pnding down tlie golden eagle, j 
'riie pecq-e made a great el unour and lamenta- j 
tu'u hereupon, and calf emt loine re’p'-eac hes a- , 
■Mintl the l.ing ;'h<r, a,' if that tended to adeviate : 
the iidilene.'. of tlie doccated. Thclc ]ieoplc al- 
■ iidsh’d tc'get'jer, and <]erircd of Archelaus, : 
’J'.at, i'u way oi revenge on their account, he ; 
■".'oiiid icifliel jumilbment on thole who had ' 
! cell li'inourcd by I Icrod ; and that, in the ^ 
mil and pri.’uipal place, he w’oukl deprive that . 
liigh pdn ■; wlicm Herod had made, and would ' 
G' dl,; one more a'c'ccahlc to the law, atid of 
•..oe.o '■■piirllv, to o.hiciatc as liiedi prjcll. ’I'his 
was , iitcd i'v rXrchel ms, although lie was j. 
.r'.'g ,h:i. / oirended at tlieir importimify, becaufe : 


I was according to the haw ; a-nd to reprefent to 
! tlicm, lliat their petitions .ahgut tbefe things 
I were carried to a great height of Injury to him , 

; that the time was not now prexper for fueh 
; j'elitions, hut required their unanimity til! fuch 
I time as he ihould he cRabliflicd in t!;e govern- 
rnent by the conient of Ciefar, and iluniUl liicn 
he come hack to them ; for tliat he Vvonhi ihei’ 
confult with‘them in common coneeinii g the 
purport of their petitions, hut tliat they ought 
at prefent to he quiet, Icll they Ihould Ilciu le- 
ditious perfons. 

2. So when the king had fugccfled thefe 
things, and iiillriidfed his general in what l,e 
was to fay, he lent him away to the people ; 
hilt they made a clamour, and would not give 
him leave to fpeak, and put liim in danger of 
his lil'c, and as many more as were defirons to 
venture upon faying openly any tiling which 
might reduce them to a fober mind, and pre¬ 
vent tlieir going on in their prefent courfes ; hc- 
caufe they had more concern to liave all their 
own wills performed, than to yield obedience 
to their governors ; tfiinklng it to he a thing 
infulferahle, that, while Ilcrod was alive, tlicy 
Ihould lofc tl'iofe that were the moll dear to 
them, and that when he was dead, they could 
not get the adors to be punilhcd. So they 
went on with tlieir defigns after a violent man¬ 
ner, and thought all to he lawful and right 
wliicli tended to pleafe them, and l>eing unfkii- 
lid in forejeeing what dangers they incurred ; 
and when they had fufpicion of fuch a tiling, 
yet did the prefent pleafure they took in the 
pnnifhment of tliofc they deemed their ene¬ 
mies ovcrxvcigh all fuch conhderations; and, 
alrhcngh Archelaus fent many to fjicak to them, 
yet they treated them not as rndTengc; fent 
hy him, hut as perfons that came of their - wn 
accord to mitigate their anger, and wouTd not 
let one of them fpeak. The fedilion ado wc? 

maib 
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inacle by fuch as were in a great paffion ; and 
it was evident that they were proceeding far¬ 
ther in ftalitious pradices, by the multitude 
running fo fail unto them. 

3. Now upon the approach of that feafl of 
unleavened bread, which the law of their Wi¬ 
thers had appointed for the Jews at this time, 
which fcaft is called the palfovcr, and is a 
memorial of their deliverance out of F-gypt 
(wdten they offer facriftces with great alacrity, 
and when they arc required to flay more fa- 
erificcs in number than at any other feflival ; 
and when an innumerable multitude came 
thither out of the country, nay, from beyond 
its limits alfo, in, order to wmrlhip Cod ;) the 
fedliious 1 irnented Judas and Matthias, thofe 
teachers of the laws, and kept together in the 
temple, and had plenty of food, bccaufe thefe 
! edit ions pcrlons were not afltamed to beg it. 
And as Archclans was afraid left fome terrible i 
thing flrould fpring up by means of thefe mens j 
madud's, he fent a regiment of armed men, i 
and with them a captain of a thotifand, to fup- \ 
prefs the violent efforts of the feditious, before , 
the whole multitude flrould be infected with 
the like madiiefs; and gave them this charge, ' 
that if they found any much more openly fedi- i. 
tious than others, and more bufy in tumultuous ; 
pra-ftices, they flrould bring them to him. But 1 
thofe that were feditious on account of thofe 
teachers of the law, irritated the people by the 
noife and clamour they ufed to encourage the 
peopleJQjheir defigns ; fo they made an affault 
upon the foldiers, and came Up to them, and ! 
ftoued thegreateft part of them, althouglr fome [ 
of them Irani away wounded, and their captain I 
among them.; and when they haed thus done,; 
they returned to the facriftces whikh were al- j 
ready in their liartds. Now Archelaus thought 
there was no way to preferve the entke govern- 
haent but by cutting off thofe who made this 
attempt upon it; fo he fent out the whole 
army upon them, and fent the horfemen to 
prevent thofe that had theif tents without the 
temple, from afftflmi; thofe that were within 

This paflbver, when the fedition here mentioned was |i 


the tenrple, and to kill fucb as r.m away from. 
Ij the footmen, when they tliought themf'clvcs 
'jour ol danger; which horlcmcii llcw three 

Ij thonfand irren, while the roll went to tlic 

I • . * 

i neighbouring mounrains. 'Then did Arcltehr- 
[| us order proclamation to be nude to thcr.i all, 

I tliat they Ibonld return to their ownh.nmc:;; 
j h) they went away, and left the feftivd out of 
I tear of fomewhat worl'e v.duch would follow, 
j although they had hecn lb bold, l)y rcafoa ol’ 
their want of inllrndion. So Archelaus went 
down to the i’ea with his mother, ar.d took 
with him Nicolaus and Ptolemy, and many 
others of his friends, and left Philip hi^ hi oth.er a-, 
governor of all things belonging bc>tb lo hi-, own 
I'amily and to the public. I'iiere vvcul out alfo 
with liiin Salome, Herod's ftllcr, who took 
with her her children, and many of her kin¬ 
dred were with her ; which khiilrcd of hers 
went, as they pretended, to aflift Archelaus in 
gaining the kingdom, Imt in reality to oppofe 
him, and chiefly to make lomi cn/infi'.iints of 
what he had done in the temple. L’ut Sabi- 
nus, Ciclar’s fteward for iSyii.in a.ftairs, as lie 
was making bade into Judea to prcl'crve 
rod’s cfl'cds, met with Archelaus at (df.trca , 
but Varus [preftdent of S)riaJ came at tlul 
time, and reftrained him frmn meddling witii 
them, for he was there as fent for by Arciiela- 
us, by the means of Ptolemy. And Sabimr, 
out of regard to Varus, did neither feirc upon 
any of the caftles that were among tlie Jews, 
nor did he leal up the treafurc in them, bur 
permitted Archelaus to have them, mull Cicfar 
fliouid declare his refolution abenU them ; lb 
that, upon this his promife, he t.uricd lidl at 
Ccefarea. But after Arcliclaus was iailetl ft-r 
Rome, and Varus was removed m Antic-ch, 
Sabinus went to Jcrul'alem, and felled on tiu: 
king’vS palace : he alfo fent for the keepers 01 
thb*garrifons, and for all thofe that Imd the 
charge of Herod’s effects, and dechtred publicly, 
that he lliould require them to give an accou; t 
of what they had, and he difpofed of the callle . 

in 

moved aguinft Archelaus, was ret one, hut thirtcea 
months after the edipfe of the moon r.’rcafy mcnticaed. 
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jin the manner he pleafed ; but thofe who kept 
them did not negle<ibwhat Archel.jus had given 
them in command, but continued to keep all 
things in *1110 manner that had been enjoined 
them: and their pretence was, that they kept 
them all for Ciefar. 

4. At the fame time alfo did Antipas, an¬ 
other of Herod’s fons, fail to Rome, in order 
to gain the government; being buoyed up by 
Salome witJi prornifes, that he (hould take that ' 
government; and that he was a much honelier ! 
and fitter man than Archclaus for that authority, j 
fmee Herod had, in his former teftament, deem¬ 
ed him the vvorihicft to he made king, which 
ought to he cftccmed more valid than his latter 
teRament. Autipas alfo brought with him his 
mother, and Ptolemy, the brother of Nicolaus, 
one that had been Herod’s moft honoured 
friend, and \%as now zealous for Autipas; but 
it was Ircncus the orator, and one who, on ac¬ 
count of his Imputation for fagaclty, was in- 
tutfted with the affairs-of the kingdom, who 
moft of all encouraged him to attempt to gain 
the kingdom; by whofe mean& k was, that 
when fome advifed him to yield to Archelams, 
as to his elder brother, and who bad been de¬ 
clared king by their father’s laft wilt, he would 
not fubmit fo to do. And when he was come 
to Rome, all his rtlatlons revolted to liim ; not 
out of their good-will to him, but out of their 
Itaticd to Archclaus; though indeed they were 
moft of all deilrous of gaining their liberty, 
and to be pit under a Roman governor ; but, 
if there wtic too great an oppofttion made to 
that, they tlinnght Autipas preferable to Ar- 
(htiaup, and fo joined with him, in order to 
procui e the kingdom for him. Sabinus alfo by 
iettcis accijfcd ArcheLius To Caefar., 

5, Now when AicJiclaushad fent in hispa- 
pcis to (kefar, wherein he pleaded his right to 
the kjpgdom, and his father’s teftaroent; with 
the accounts of Herod’s money, and with Pto- ; 
Icmy, who bi ought Flerod’s feal, he fo expedt- 
,cd the «vtnt; but when Csefar had read thefe 
papers, and Varus's and Sabums’s letters, with 
the accounts of the money, and wh^^ were thc j 
annual iucomcfi of the Hngdom, lihd under- - 


j flood that Antipas had alfo fent letters to lay 
claim to the kingdom, hefummoned his friends 
together to know their opinions, and with them 
Caius, the fon of Agrjppa, and of, Julia hi^ 
daughter, whom Ite had adopted, and took him, 
and made him fit firft of all, and defired fuch 
as pleafed to fpeak their minds, about the affaii" 
now before them. Now Antipater, Salome’-, 
fon, a very fubtle orator, and a-bitter encrn\ 
to Archeiaus, fpake fiift to this purpofe ; That 
“ it was ridiculous in Archeiaus to plead now t(' 
have the kingdom given him, fince he had ii. 
reality taken already the power over it to him- 
' felf before Carfar had granted it to him; and 
I appealed to thofe bold adions .of his in deftroy- 
ing fo many at the Jewifh feftival; and, if the 
men had aded unjuftly, it was but lit the pun- 
ifhing them ftiould have been lefervcd to thole 
that were out of the country, but had the pow¬ 
er to punifh them, and not been executed by a 
man, that, if he pretended to he a king, he did 
an injury to Carfar, by ufurping that authority 
before it was determined for him by Ctefar ; but, 
if he owned himlelf to be a private perfon, his 
cafe was much worfe, fince he who was putting 
in for the kingdom, could by no means exped 
to have that power granted him, of which he 
hadalready deprived Ctefar [by taking it to him- 
j felf.] He alfo touched ftiarply upon him, and 
I appealed to his changing tlie commanders in the 
j army, and his fitting in the royal throne before- 
I hand, and his determinatioipfif Uw-fuits; all 
j done as if he were no other than a king. lie 
j appealed alfo to his conceffions to ihofe that 
petitioned him on a publip account, and indeed 
doing fuch things, than which he could devile 
no greater if he had been already fettled in the 
kingdom hy Caffar. He alfo aferibed to him 
the releafiug of theprifoners that were in the 
hippodrome, and many other things, that 
either had been certainly done by him, or were 
believed to be done, and eafily might be be¬ 
lieved to. have been done, becaufe they were of 
fuch a nature as to be ufuatly done by. young 
ine», aa,d by fuch as, out of a defire of ruling, 
Iciae u^Q the governnient too loon. He alfo 

charged 
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cliarged liim with his negle£t of the funeral 
mourning for his father, and with having mer¬ 
ry-meetings the very night in which he died ; 
and that it was thence the multitude took the 
handle of raifmg a tumult; and if Archelaus 
could thus requite his dead father, who had be¬ 
llowed fuch benefits upon hfm, and bequeath¬ 
ed luch great things to him, by pretending to 
Ihed tears for him in the day-time, like an ac¬ 
tor on the ftage, but every night making mirth j 
for having gotten the government, he would ^ 
appear to be the fame Archelaus with regard to . 
Cicfar, if he granted him the kingdom, which j 
he hath been to his father; fince he had then i 
dancing and finging, as though an enemy of j 
his were fallen, and not as though a man were 
carried to his funeral, that was fo nearly rela¬ 
ted, and had been lb great a hcnefaflor to him. 
Hut he faid, that the greatell crime of all was 
this, that he came nenv before Caifar to obtain 
the kingdom by his grant, while he had irefore I 
aded in all things as he could have aded if i 
Cxfar himfelf, who ruled all, had. fixed him 
firmly in the government. And what he mod 
aggravated in his pleading was, the flaughter of 
thole about the temple,,and the impiety of it, 
as done at the fcllival j and how they were 
(lain like fiicrificcs themfelves, Ibme of whom 
were foreigners, and others of their own conn* 
fry, till the temple w'as full of dead bodies : and 
all this was done, not by an alien, hut by one 
whamretended to the lawful title' of a king, 
that \g_^might complete the wicked tyranny 
which his nature prompted him to, and which 
is hated by all men. On which account his la¬ 
ther never fo much as dreamed ot making him 
his fucceflbr in the kingdom, when he was of a 
found mind,-bccaiife he knew his difpofition; 
and, in his former and more authentic teftament, 

^ he appointed his antagonift Antipas to fuccecd ; 

' hut that Archelaus was called by his fatiier to 
that dignity, when he was in a dying condition 
both of body and mind, while Antipas was called 
wheli he was ripell iu his judgment, and of fuch 
ftrength of body as made him capable of ma¬ 
naging his own affairs; and if his father had 
uie’ like notion of him formerly that he hath 


S OF T Fi E JEWS. 

now llicwn, yet hath he given a fufficient fpe- 
cimen what a king he is likely to be, when he 
hath [in cficcfl] deprived (/nfar of that power 
of difpofing of the kingdom, which he julllr 
hath, and liath not abllaiiied from niaking a 
terrible fiaughtcr of his fe!!ow-chi/>ns in the 
tempie, while he was hut a private pcifon.” 

6 . So wlicn Amipatcr luul made this fpccoh, 

I and had confirmed what he luid faid, b) pro- 
[ ducing many witncfTcs from among Archelaus s 
^ own relations, he made an end of his plead ■ 

I ing. Upon which Nicolaus aroic up to plead 
I for Archelau.s, xand faid, “ That what had been 
done at the temple was rather to be atirihut- 
ed to the mind of ihofc that had been killed, 
than to the authority of Archelaus ; for tliat- 
thofe who are the authors of fuch things, aic 
not only wicked in the injuries tliey do of 
thcmfalvcs, hut in forcing fuber junfons to a- 
venge themfelves upon them. Now it is evi¬ 
dent, that what thefe did in way of oppolition, 
was done under pretence indeed againll Arche- 
laus, hut in reality againll Caefar himfelf; lot 
they, after an injurious manner, attacked and 
flew thole who were fent by Archelaus, and 
who came only to put a flop to their doings. 
They had no regard cither to God, or to the 
feftival, whom Amipatcr yet is not alliamcd' 
to patronize, whether it be out of his indulgence 
of an enmity to Archclans, or out of his hatred 
of virtue and juRicc. For as to thofe who be¬ 
gin fuch tumults, and firft fet -about fuch tni- 
righteous aClicms, they arc the men who force 
thole that punifli them to betake themfelves to' 
arms even againll their wills. 8o that Antipa- 
tcr in efied: aferibes the rcR of what was done 
to all .thofe who were of counfcl to the accu- 
iers ;. for nothing which is here .'u ciifcd of 
injufticc has been done, hut wliat was dcrh;eil 
from them as its authors ; nor are thofe things 
evil in themfelves, but fo reprefented only m> 
order* to do harm to Archelaus. Such is thefe 
mens inclination to do an injury to a man 
that is of their kindred, tlieir lather’s benefac- 
tor,_and familiarly acquainted with them, and 
that hath ever lived in fricndlhip with them ; 

, forr 
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■fot that, as to this tcftamcnt, it was made hy 
the king when he was of a found mind, and 
fo ought to be of more authority than his for¬ 
mer toflamcnt ; and that for this reafon, be- 
caufe Cefar is therein left to be the judge and 
■difpofer oi'all therein contained: and for Cxfar, 
he will not, to he fure, at all imitate the unjuft 
proceedings of tliofc men, who, during Herod’s 
whole life, had on all occafions been joint par- ■ 
takers of power with him, and yet do zealouf- 
ly endeavour to injure his determination, while | 
they have not themfelves had the fame regard 
to’thcir kiniinen [which Archelaus had.] Caefar 
will not therefore dlfannul the teftament of a 
man whom he had entirely fupported, of his 
friend and confederate, and that which is com¬ 
mitted to him in truft to ratify : nor will Cce- 
far’s virtuous and upright dvfpofition, which 
are known and uncontefted through all the ha¬ 
bitable world, imitate the w’ickednefs of thefe 
men in condemning a king as a madman, and 
as having loft his reafon, while he hath be¬ 
queathed the fucceffion to a good fon of his, 
and to one who flies to tkefar’s upright deter¬ 
mination for refuge. Nor can Herod at any 
time have been miftaken in his judgment about 
a fucceftbr, while he ftiewed fo much prudence 
as to fuhmit all to Caefar’s determination.” 

7 . Now when Nicolaus had laid thefe tilings 
before C.icfar, he ended his ple.i ; whereupon 
Oefar was fo obliging to Arclie-Uus, tliat he 
raffed him up, when he had call himfelf dow!i 
at his feet, and laid, I’hat “ he well deferved 
the kingdom and he foon let them know, 
that he was fo far moved in hli ftivour, that 
he would not acl: otliefwife than his father’s 
teftament dire;fted, and than was for the advan¬ 
tage of Archelaus, However, wdiile he gave 
iliis encouragement to Archelaus to depend on 
liim fccurcly, he made no full determination 
about hlni ; and, when the JifTembly was bro¬ 
ken up, he coididercJ hy himfelf, whether he 
fhoulj conlirm the kingdom to Archelaus, or 
whether he ftioidd part it among all Herod’s 
poftcritv; and this becaufe they all flood in 
need of much alfiflauce to fupport them. 


C H A P. X. 

A Sicdltion of the feivs againf Sabinas; and 
how Varus brought the Authors of it to Punifj- 
ment. 

§ I. U T before thefe things could he 
brought to a fettlement, Malthacc, 
iVrchelaus’s mother, fell into a difteroper, and 
died of it; and letters came from Varus, the 
prefident of Syria, which informed Ctcfir t'f 
th.e revolt of the Jews*, for, after Archelau; 
was failed, the whole nation was in a tumuir' 
i So Varus, fmee he was there himfelf, brought 
j the authors of the difturhance to punilhmeuf; 
and when he had reftrained them for the moil 
part from this fedition, which was a great one, 
he took his journey 'to Antioch, leaving one 
legion of his army at Jerufalem to keep the 
jews quiet, who were qpw very fond of inno¬ 
vation. Yet did not this at all avail to put an 
end to that their fedition ; for, after Varus was 
gone away, Sabinus, Ctefar’s procurator, llaid 
behind, and greatly diftreffed the Jews, relying 
on the forces that were left there, that they 
would by their multitude prote£l him ; for he 
j made ufe of them, and armed them as his 
; guards, thereby fo opprefling the Jews, and 
i giving them fo great difturbance, that at Icngtli 
they rebelled; for he ufed force in feizlng the 
citadels, and zealoufly prefled on the fearch 
after the king’s money, in order to feize upon 
it by force, on account of his Jove of and 
his extraordinary covetoufnefs. ' ‘ 

2. BtTT on the approach of peatccoft, whieJh 
is a feftival of ours fo called from the days of 
our forefathers, a great many ten thoufands of 
men got together; nor did they come only to 
celebrate the feftival, but out of their indigna¬ 
tion at the madnefs of Sabinus, and at the in¬ 
juries he offered them. A gfeat number there 
was of Galileans, and Idumeans, and many 
men from Jericho, and others who had pafled 
over' the river Jordan, and inhabited^,thofe 
.parts. This whole multitude joined thenSfelves 
to all the reft, and wer^ more-xealous than the 

oth^^s 
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pthers in making an ^{fault on Sabiiius, in or- | 
dcr to be avenged on him; fo they parted thein- 
felves into three bands, and encamped thein- 
fclves in the places following: foine of theni j 
feized on the hippodrome, and, of the other 
two bands, one ’pitched themfelvcs from the | 
northern part of the temple to the fouthern, on ; 
the calf quarter; but the third baud held the 
weftern part of the city, where the king’s pa- | 
lace was. Their work tended entirely to be- | 
fiegc the Romans, and to inclofe tlicm on all 
lidcs. Now Sabinus was afraid of thelc mens 
number, and of their refolution, who had little 
regard to their lives, but w'ere very dcllrous not 
to be overcome, while they thought it a point 
(if puifiance to overcome their enemies; fo he 
feni immediately a letter to Varus, and, as he 
ufed io do, was very preffing with him, and 
entreated him to come quickly to his aniftanco ; 
becaufc the forces he had left W'cre in imminent 
danger, and would probably, in no long time, 
he fci/cd upon, and cut to pieces; while he | 
did himfclf get up to the highefl. tower of the | 
To.trefs Phafaclus, which had been built in ho- ^ 
uour of Phafa«elus, king lierod’s brother, and 
called fo when the * Parthians had brought 
him to his death. So Sabinus gave thence a 
fignal to the Romans to fall upon the Jews,' 
although he did not himfelf venture fo‘much 
as to come down to his friends, and thought 
he might evped that the others fhould cxpolc 
themielves firft to die on account of his avarice. 
Ho%v 2 ver, the Romans ventured to make a 
fully ou't-r)f the place, and a terrible battle 
■eufued ; wherein, though it is true the Roinans 
beat their adverfaries, yet were not the jews 
daunted in their refolution^, even when they 
had the fight of that terrible flaughter that was 
made of them ; but they went round about, 
and got upon thofe cloifters wliich encompafied 
the outer court of the temple, where a great 
li rht was ftill continued, and they call Hones 


! ?l tlic Romans, par:!v v.hli llitir haucl'c, and 
])'ii:!y with lliiigs, as h-ciug much iMcd to thofe 
cxcji.ii’cs. All the aiclic'/s .dto in an ay did tlic 
I Romans a great deal of luihhicf; In'caufe they 
ufctl their hands dei tcrouily irom a place fupe- 
I lior to the ollicis, and hecau'e tl.c otinrs were 
i at an ullcr lols wliat to da; for, \v!)cn tlu'y 
tried to Ihoot their airorn .igdnftthc jeus iip- 
I wards, theie arrows could not )cich them, ia- 
I fomuch, that the Jews wc;; calilv i 'o li ird tor 
their enemies. And fhi, foil of I* jn iaiicd a 
great while, till at laft the Romani, wlio were 
greatly dillrelfed liy wdiat was done, iVt liie to 
the cloKlcrs lo privately, t!;at tliolc woho were 
gotten upon them did not per'cive 11. Tliis 
fire, f being fed by a groat deal of i omlndtihle 
matter, caught hold immediately on t'*,; roof 
of the cloillcrs ; fo thr wood, wlfui; was full 
of pitch and wax, atul whofe gold rvas laid on 
it wdth wax, yielded to the flimc prcftntly, 
and thofe vail works, which avtuc of the high- 
I ell value and cAcem, were (hrtroyed utterly', 

' while thofe that wereoa the rotif uncxpedlcdly 
perilhed at the lame lime; for, as the roof 
tumbled down, foinc of thefe men tumbled 
down w'ith it, and others of them were killed 
by their enemies wdio encompafied them. 'I’herc 
was a great number more, who, out of dcfpair 
of faviog, their lives, and out of aftonifinnerit 
at the inifcry that furrounded them, did either 
call themAlvcs into the fire, or threw them- 
felves upon their own fwords, and P> got oi:t 
of their mifery. But as to thofe that retired 
behind, the fame way by which they afcended, 
and thereby cfcaped, they were all killed by 
the Romans, as being unarmed men, ai.d thi.ir 
courage failing them; their wild fury heiu;’’ 
now not able to help'thcrn, becaufe they were 
deftitute of armour, infomuch that, of thofe 
that went up to the top of the roof, not one 
efcaped- The Romans alfo rulhed through 

the 


• See Antiq. B. XIV. chap. xiii. § to. and Of the War, 

•B. I. chtf-p. xxi. § 9- , , , , 

f Thcfc great devaftatious made about the temple here, 

and Of the W«r, B. R, chap. Hi. § 3- 

lA cn fully re-edified in the days of Nero; till whofe time 


there were 18,000 workmen contiiiuaJly employed in re¬ 
building and repairing that temple, as jofephus informs 
us, Andq. B. XX. chap. i.x. § 7. See the notd <wi diitt 
.place. 
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the lire, where it gave them room lb to do, and 
iclzcd on tliat treafurc where the hicred money 
xva^i repohted ; a great part of which was ftolen 
hy the foldierp, and Sablnus got openly four 
hundred talcntr.. 

3. But this calamity of tlie Jev/s friends, 
who fell in this battle, grieved them, as did 
alfo this plundering of tkc money dedicated [to 
God in the temple.] Accoiding!y that body 
of them which continued belt together, and 
was the molt warlike, cncompaffed the palace, 
nnd threatened to fet lire to it, and to kill all 
that were in it. Yet 11111 they commanded 
them to go out prcfenily, and promlfed, that, 
if they would do fo, they would not hurt them, 
nor Sab!nu‘> neither ; at which time the great- 
cll part of the king’s troops delertcd to them, 
•while Rufus, and Gratus, who had three 
ihoufaud of the moll warlike ol Herod’s army 
svith them, who were men of adtive bodies, 
went over to the Romans, 7 ’hcrc was alfo a 
hand of horfemen under the command of 
Rufus, which itfeif went over to the Romans 
filfo. However, the Jews went on with the 
licge, and dug mines under the palace-walls, 
and befought thofc that were gone over to the 
other lide, not to be their hinderancc, 'now they 
had fuch a proper opportunity for the recovery 
of their country’s ancient liberty ; and for Sa- 
himis, ti uly he was delirous of going away 
wi th his I’oldiers, but was not able to trull 
Iiimfelf with the enemy, on account of what 
mifehief he had already done them ; and he 
took this great [pretended] lenity of theirs for 
an argument why he IhouM not comply with 
them; and fo, becaufe he expeclcd that Va- 
lus was coming, he lllii bore the fiege. 

4. Now at tliis tiiue’thcre were ten thoufand 
otlier diforders in Judea, which were like tu- 

* Unicfs this Juil-iR,' the fon of Ezekias, be the fame 
vvith thatThciuLis, mentiontd A£ls V. 36. Jofephusmull 
have omiutsl hint; tor thif other Theuilas, whom he af- 
ter’AMrd mentions uutler Fadus, the Rouun govtrnor, 
B. XX. ch. V. § I. is nruch too Lite to Lorrc-fponcl to him 
tliat is mentioned in the acds. TJie tnones S'^wr/ar, Thml- 
•fkusy and Judas, duier but little. See Abpfi Udicr’s An- 
luls at z?. M. 4001. However, fntce Jblephus does not 
nretead to reckon up the headj of allthofe/an thoujimd 


I mults; becaufe a great number put thcmfelvctS 
into a warlike pollure, either out of hopes of 
g.iin to ihernfclvcs, or out of enmity to the 
Jews. In particular, two thoufand of Herod’*; 
old fjldiers, who had been already diibanded, 
got together in Judea itfeif, and fought againll 
the king’s troops ; although Achiahus, FIcrodb 
hrll coufln, oppofed them: but as he was dilv- 
en out of the plains into the mountainous parts, 
i by the military fkill of thofe men, he kept him- 
' felf in the fiiftnefles that were there, and faved 
I what he could. 

j 5. There was alfo Judas the fon of ihal 
j Ezekias who had been head of the robbers; 
i which Ezekias was a very ftrong man, and had 
j with great difficulty been caught by Herod. 
This Judas, having gotten together a multitude 
of men of a profligate charailer about Seppho- 
ris In Galilee, made an affcult upon the palace 
[there] and feized upon all the weapons that 
were laid up in it, and with them armed every 
one of thofe that were with him, and carried 
away what money was left there ; and he be¬ 
came terrible to all men, by tearing and rend¬ 
ing thofe that came near him ; and all this in 
order to raife hirnfclf, and out of an ambitious 
defire of the royal dignity; and he hoped to 
obtain that as the reward, not of his virtuous 
fkill iti v/ar, bat of his extravagance in doing 
Injuries. 

6, There was alfo Simon, who had been a 
Have of Herod the king, but in other refpedls 
a comely perfon, of a tall and robuft bo/^y ; he 
was one that was much ftiperior toothers of 
j his order, and had had great things committed 
I to his c,iie. This man was elevated at thedlf- 
ordcrly Hate of things, and was fo bold as to 
put a diadem on his head, while a certain num¬ 
ber 

orders in Judea, which he telfe U8 were tjien abroad, fee 
if 4, &nd P. the Theudas of the AfVs mi^htbe .it the head 
i of one of thofe feditions, though not particularly nametl 
1 by him. Thus he informs us here, § 6 . and Of die War,, 
j B. IT. ch. iv. f 2. that certain of the feditious came and 
burnt the royal paJace at Amathns, or Bethararnghta, up¬ 
on the rivor Jordan., Perhaps their leader, who is not 
named by jofephus, miglit be tMs Theudas. 
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her of the people ffmj hy him, and by them j' 
he was declared to be a kiny, and thought him- 
ielf more worthy of that dignity than any one 
elfe. He burnt down the royal palace at [e- 
richo, and plundered what was left in It. He 
alfo fet fire to many other of the king’s houfes 
infevoral places «f the country, and utterly de- 
llroycd them, and permitted thede that were 
with him to take wliat was left in tliem for a 
prey: aitd he would have done greater things, 
unlcfs care had been taken to reprefs him im- 
jucdiately ; for Cratus, when he liad joined 
himfclf to fome Pmman foidlers, took the forces 
lie had with him, and met Simon, and after a 
great and a long light, no fmall part of ihofe 
that came from Perea, who were a difordered 
body of men, and fought rather in a bold than 
in a fkilfiil manner, were deftroyed : and al¬ 
though Simon had faved fiirnielf hy flying 
away through a certain vailcy, yet Cdrates over¬ 
took him, and cut off his liead. I'lie royal 
palace alio at Amathus, hy the river Jordan, 
was burnt down by a party of men that were 
got together, as were thofe belonging to Simon. 
And tlms did a great and a wild fury fpread it- 
fclf over the nation, bccaufc they had no king 
to keep the multitude in good order, and be- 
caufe thofe foreigners, who came to reduce the 
leditious to fobriety, did on the contrary fet 
them more in a flame, becaufe of the injuries 
they offered them, and the avaricious manage¬ 
ment of their affairs. 

"“Trr'EuT becaufe Athronges, a perfon neither 
eminent, by the dignity of his progenitors, nor 
for any great wealth he was j)ofreired of, but 
one that had in all refpeds been a fficphcrd 
only, and was not known by any body ; yet, 
becaufe he was a tall man, and excelled others 
in the ftrength of his hands, he was lb bold as 
to fet up for king. This man thought it fo 
fwcet a thing to do more than ordinary in¬ 
juries to others, that, although he fhould l.'c 
killed, lie did not much care if he loft his life 
in fo great a delign. He had alfo four brctli- 
''^ren,*iwho were tall men iliemfelvcs, and were 
to be fuperior to others in the flrength 
and thereby were encouraged to 
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aim at great things, and thought th.u flrcniph 
of tlieirs would fupport tl'.eni in rt!.lining the 
kingdom. Piach of tiieie ruled over a hand 
of men of their own ; for thofe that go't (o- 
gciher to them were vciy miuK-.-ons.‘ Tiicv 
were every one of them alfo comimmdcrs; Inn, 
when they came to light, they were fuhwr.'iin.a. 
to him, and fongli^ for him'; wliile lie put .1 
diadem about his head, .uul afleinbletl a mmu 
cil to debate about what things fhould be dorn , 
and all things were done according his p'ca- 
lure. And this man retained his power a gpcar 
wdiilc ; he was all'o called king, and li.ul lu;- 
tlung to hinder him from doing what lie plea- 
fed. He alfo, as well as Ids hiethrcii, flew a 
great man}', botlt of the Romans, and t)f the 
king s forces, and managed matters wiili the 
like hatred to each of them. I lie king’s forces 
they fell upon, bccanli; of the liccntitius con- 
duA. they had been allowed under Herod’s go¬ 
vernment ; and they fell upon tfie Romans, 
becaufe of the injuries they had fo lately receiv¬ 
ed fiom them. l>ut, in jnoceis of time, they 
grew more cruel to all forts of men ; nor 
could any one efcape from one or oilier of 
thefc feditions, fmcc they flew fome out of the 
liopes of gain, and others from a mere cullom 
of flaying men. They once attacked a com¬ 
pany of Romans at Emmaus, who were bring¬ 
ing corn and weapons to the army, and fell 
upon Arius, the centurion, v\ho commanded 
the company, and fhot forty of the htfl of Jiis 
foot-foldiers ; but the reft of them were af¬ 
frighted ali,hclr flanghtcr, and left their dead 
behind tiaem, hut faved themfelvcs by the 
means of Gratus, wlya came witli the king’s 
troops that were about luin to llicir .'iflihance. 
Now thefe four l/rethren coiiiinued tlic \\\ir a 
long while b}' fuch fort of exp,edit ions, and 
much grieved the Romans ; but did thtii own 
nation alfo a great deal of rniichief. Yet were 
they afterward fulxlued ; one of tlicm in a 
fight with Gratus, another with Ptolemy ; Ar- 
chclaus alio 1('(;k the eldcft c>f them jiiiloiicr; 
while tlic lall td' iheiu was ib dcjckU''d at the 
Other’s misfortune, and law fo phdnlv tlmt'lK; 

lnid| 
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had no way now left to fave himfelf, his army 
being worn away with fickucls, and continual 
labours, that he alfo delivered himfelf up to 
Archelaus, upon his promlfc and oath to God 
[to preferve his life.] But thefe things came 
to pafs a.good while afterward. 

8. And now Judea was lull of robberies; 
and, as the feveral companies of the feditious 
light upon any one to head them, he was cre¬ 
ated a king immediately, in order to do mif- 
cltief to the public. I'licy were in fome fmall 
mcafurc indeed, and in j'mall matters, hurtful 
to the Romans ; but t!ie murders they com¬ 
mitted upon their own- people lafted a long 
while. 

9. As foon as Varus was once informed of 
the (late of Judea by Sablnus’s writing to him, 
he was afraid for the legion he had left there ; 
fo he took tlic two other legions (for there were 
three legions in all belonging to Syria) and 
four troops of horfemen, w-ith the feveral auxil¬ 
iary forces which either the kings or certain of 
the tetrarchs afforded him, and made what hafte 
he could to affift thofe that were then befieged 
in Judea. He alfo gave order, that all that 
•were fent out for this expedition fliould make 
hafte to Ptolemais. The citizens of Berytus 
alfo gave him 1500 auxiliaries, as he paffed 
througii their city. Aretas alfo, the king of- 
Arabia Petrea, out of his hatred to Herod, and 
■in order to purchafe the favour of the Romans, 
feht him no fmall alliftancc, bendcs'Aeir foot¬ 
men and horfemen; and, w-hen he had now 
crilk-ftcd all his forces together, iflKconu^ittcd 
p.avt oti,tUem to bis fmi, and to a friend of his, 
and f;nt them upon an expedition into Galilee, 
whicli lies in t!ie neighbourhood of .Ptolemais; 
who made an attack upon the enemy, ahd pnt 
tliem to flight, ‘tnd took Sepphoris^- and made 
its inhabitants ilaves, and burrlt the city. ' But 
Varus himfelf purfned his march for Samaria 
with hli whole army; yet did not he meddle 
with the eitv of that name, becaufe it had not 
at all joined with the feditious ; hut pitched his 
camp at 'a certain village that belonged to 
I’tolcmy, whofc name was Arus^ wfiich ithe 
Arabians burnt, out of tlieir Jiatred to Herod.,- 
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and out of the enmity they bore to his friends 
whence they marched to anckher village, whofc 
name was Sampbo^ which the Arabians plun- 
' dcred and burnt, although it was a fortified and 
a ftrong place; and all along this march no- 
. thing cfcaped them, but all places were full of 
I fire, and of flaughtcr. Emmajas wvas alfo burnt 
' by Varus’s order, after its inhabitants had de¬ 
ferred it, that he might avenge thofe that had 
there l)cen deftroyed. From thence he now 
marched to Jerufalcm ; whereupon thofe Jews 
whofe camp lay there, and who hud bclicged 
the Roman legion, not bearing tlie coming of 
this army, left the fiege imperfect : but as to 
the Jerufalcm-Jews, when Varus reproached 
them bitterly for what h'ad been done, they 
cleared tliemfelves of the aecufalion, and al- 
Icdged, that the conflux of the people wUvS oc- 
cafioned by the feaft ; that the war Vv'as not 
made with their approbation, but the rafhnefs 
of the ftrangers, while they were on the fide 
of the Romans, and befieged together viih 
them, rather than having any inclination to 
befiege them. There aUb came before-hand to 
meet Varus, Jofeph, the coufin-german of king 
Herod, as alfo Gratus and Rufus, who brought 
their foldiers along with them, -together with 
thofe Romans who had been befieged ; but Sa^- 
biniis did not come into Varue’s prefence, but 
ftole out of the city privately, and went to the 
fca-fide. 

10 , Upon this Vartis fent a part of his ar¬ 
my into the bbiSntfy', to feek ©ut thofe that ttad 
i been the authors of the ffevdlt; arKl‘wh4ft fhev 
! were dilcovered, puniflied fome of theih 
j that were moft and fome he difmilTed ; 

I now the ti-umber of thofe that wtgi'e crucified on 
jthis account were^'fWo fhoufandl After which 
he' difbandcid Whioh h%^T^ no 

I Va^iufeful'^.fb^Fftfi^tio abOilt^ 

: for they beMVeffth^ii^elvW very diforderly, 
i and difobeyed Bis orders, and what Varus dcr 
I fired them to dO, aftd this out of-regard to that 
gain which they'made fey the mifchief they did. 
As for himfelii yvhen'hk wi^ informed that teti' 
-thottfand Je^wa ^re gotten together; he made 
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h;ifte to catch them ; hut they did not proceed 
l"o far as to fight him, l)Ut, by tlic advice of; 
Achiabus, they came tngctlier and delivered i 
ibemfelvcs* up to him; hereupon Varus for¬ 
gave the crime of revolting to the multitude, 
but feat their ieveral commanders to C.efar, 
many of whom Cxd’ar dilmilfed ; but for the 
fevcral relations of Herod wdio had been atnong 
thefe men In tlfis war, they were the only 
perfons whom he puififlied, who, without the 
lead regard tojuftice, fought againll their own 
kindred. 


C H A f X[. 

^tnihnffage of the f'-zes to Cocf.ir; ami b iv 
Lhrfjr couf.rnicd Hcroj's "Jifaivent. 

^ 1. when Varus h;ad fettleci tiicfe .aflairs, 

and had placed tlie former legion at 
ferufdem, he returned back to Antioch ; but as 
for Arcbelaus, he had new fourccs ol trouble 
'Mine upon him at Rome, on the occafions fol¬ 
lowing ; for an ambalTagc of the |ews was 
come to Rome, Varus having permitted the 
nation to feinl it, that they might petition for 
the liberty * of living by their own laws. Now 
tlte number of the ambaffadors that were fent 
by the authority of the nation was i'lfty, to 
which they joined above eight thouiand of tlic 
Jews, that were at Rome already. Ilercupon 
Ctefar alfcmbled his friends, and the chief men 
~*a?ST5iig the Romans, in tlic temple of Apollo,f 
wliich' be.had built at a vail charge ; whither 
ibc ambalfadors came, and a muitltudc of the 
few's that were there already came with them, i 
as did alfo Arcbelaus and his friends ; but as | 
I'or the feveral kinfmen which Arcbelaus had, 
they would not join themfelvcs with him, out i 
of their hatred to him ; and yet they thought it I 
!oo grofs a thing for them to affift the ambaf- | 
ffdors [againh him] as fuppoling it would be a , 
dilgrace to them, iu Cbefar’s opinion, to think j 
of tlius adling in oppofition to a man of their | 
own kindred.]; Philip alfo was come hither 

* See Of the War, B. II- chap. ii. t 3 . 
j S.'c the note. Of the War, B. II. c'l.ip. vi. 5 i. 


out of Syria, by the pcrfiaiion 'u'V..rns, with 
this {M'ineiiKil iuteniion, to ailiil h.i; brother 
[Arclu'l.ius] ; for Varus was Iris great li'iciif! : 
hut Hill f), that if there fionl.i aiiy change 
happen in the form rii govor-.nnciit (wirieh 
V'^arus iuljseAcd ih.ere would) .nul, i: anv dii- 
tribution Ihould Ire made, u.i accor.nt o' the 
'number that deliicd the !:hc;'ly oi livhrg hv 
jheir owm laws, tliit !u' miefu m't It- dil.ijt- 
poiiiteil, hut m.iglit Irive his lb,ire in b. 

I Z. Now ujHMi the VMS fven to 

the fewith amhail.idois to tg'.'.;!., tlicy v.dio 
I hoped to obtain a did!rlmioii (d kin jy ..pvi’rn- 
I ment betook themlcltes lo 1 ■■nde I h-rod ol his 
I ini([uitics ; and tin y dee! ircd, I'mit “ lic was 
indeed in name a king, hut that h.c h i 1 taken 
to himlell that uncontrollahde au'h ai i; y which 
tyrants exctciie over their luhjeols, ,01 1 had 
made ufe of that autlioritv tor the dclii-.iAior 

, J 

\ of the fews, and did m-t ahll.rin iVom inakim: 
'many innovations am.ong them hr l:de-, ac¬ 
cording to his own inclin ifi'crs ; and that 
: whereas there ’ivere a gout many wdto {lerlfhed 
I by that dellruAloii he brought upon them, lo 
j many indeed as no oth.cr liiliory relates, they 
that ftirvived were fir nrore mileraide than 
thofe that fuffered under him, not only by the 
anxiety they were in from his looks and dif- 
pobtion towards them, Imt irom the danger 
their efates w'erc in r f i'/cing taken away by 
him. 'I'hat he did never leave oil' adornine 

e J 

thofe cities that lav in their nciglibourhood, 
but were inhabited iiy foreigners ; hut lo that 
the cities belonging to hi,', own govcrr.ment 
W'crc ruined, and utterly dellroyed ; that where¬ 
as, when he took tlic king.hun, it evas In an 
extraordinary llourifhing condition, he had Id¬ 
led the nation with the utmo/t di.grect oi' po¬ 
verty ; and when, upon iinjidf juxicnccs, he 
had flain any of the nobility, lie took away 
their eftates ; and wlien he jierimtted any of 
them to live, he condemned them to the for¬ 
feiture of what tliey pofledled. And hcfides 
the annual imjioiitlons which he laid upon 

every 

X lie was tctrarch aifcrw.-!nl. 

7 
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every one o( them, tlicy wore inikc liberal 
prelcnts to hlmfclt, to his doinLdle:; and friends, 
and to Inch ol liis Oaves a ; v/erc vonclOafed the 
favour of bcin;;his tax-githerer:;; Irccaufe there 
v/as no wa'y of ohtainii'i;::; a Ireedosn from unjull 
violence,^ without giviny either jiold or filver 
for it. That liicy would fay notlfuyr; of the 
corruption of the cl'.adity cf their \'irf;in!:, and 
the reproach laid ('n their v.ive', fa- inconli- 
ncncy, and tlmfe tliinys acted afe-^r an infolent 
and inhuman manner ; becaidc it was not a 
iinaller pleafurc to tr.e fuflcicr'; to have fuch 
things coriccab.'d, than it would have bcc,n not 
to liave I'nlFered them, d’hat Herod had put 
I'ucfi ahules uixan them as a wild bead, would 
not bav'c ])Lit c-n thorn, if he had power given 
him to rule over us ; and that although their 
nation had palfed througli many fuhverfions 
and aheiations of novornment, their hiRorv 
gave no account of any calami'y they had ever 
been under that could be compared with this 
which Herod had I)ronght upon tlieir lealion : 
that it was for tliis rcali)n, that they thought 
they might juftly and gladly fdute Archelaus 
as king, upon this fuppofition, that wliofocvcr 
ffiould he let over their kingdom, he would 


of it belonged to C:rfar, who could either give 
it to him, or not, as he pleafed. That he had 
j given a jpccimcn of his future virtue to his 
1 1 lubjc<.ds, aud with what kind of moderation 
\ and good adminUlration he would govern them, 
hy that his firll; adion which concerned them, 
;; his own citizens, and God himlglf alfo, whcii 
c lie tnade the flaiighter of three thoufand of hi-. 

' owm countrymen at the temple.. Flow tl.ci, 

1 could they avoid the juft hatred of him, win , 

I to the reft of his barbarity, hath added this a. 
|i one of our crimes, that we have oppcifcd arii! 
|1 contradided hinr in the cxcrcifc of Ids autho- 
I rity ?” Now the main thing they delircd v.sn. 
this, That “ they might be delivered frmn 
kingly and the like forms of govcnmms'ig 
and might he added to Syria, and he put ui^- 
der the authority ('f luch prefidenls of iheirs e: 
fhould be fent to them ; for that it would there¬ 
by be m:ade evident, whether dicy he really a 
feditious people, and generally loud of innova¬ 
tions, or whctlicr they would live in an or- 
j clcTiy manner, if they might have govcinorbol 
I any fort of moderation fet over them.” 

I 3. Now when the Jevrs had faid this, Nieo- 
; laus vindicated tlie kings from thofe acculations, 


appear more mild to tlicm than Flcrod had 
been ; and that they had joined with Ifim in 
the mouining for his lather, in order to gratify 
■dm, and were ready to oblige him in other 
puints alfo, if they could meet with any degree 
e.f moderation from him; but that he leeme'd 
to be afraid left he ftiould not be deemed He¬ 
rod’s own lon ; aud fo, without anv delay, 
.md immediately, lie let the nation undcrllaad 
his meaning, and this before his dominion was 
well cihablilhed, liiKc the power ofdifpofing 

* If any one cor.ij'are t'l.ii divine predifllon concerning 
llic t) irinnicr.f power which jewilh kings would cxercife 
over them, if tliev would be fo foolifh as to prefci it be- 
iotc their .nicient thcocr.icy or aviilocracy, i S.im. viii. 
1,-—rj. Anti(|. IS. \'[. ch.ip. iv. 4, Ik- will foon find, 
tlut it w.is liiper-abunil.intly hillillcd in the d.iys of lle- 
r.'d,, and th.c to fuch u dv'grcc, the.tt the nation now at 
lad fecni ii)i\lv to repent of fuch their .nicient choice, in 
oppolitior. fo Clod's better choice for them, and had much 
r.alicr be i'ubjcsH to cve.i. a pagan Rtnnau government, 
.Old tlicir dcputiithan to be any langer under tlic,op¬ 
s'. dlioi! cf the bendy of Ilcrod. ; which re-^tieft of tl-cirs 


I and faid. That “ as for Flerod, lince he had 
never been thus accufed f all the time of hi.s 
life, it was not fit for thofe that might have 
accufed him for leffer crimes tlian thofe now 
mentioned, and might have procured him 
; he punilhed during his life-tirnc, to bring afi 
[ accufation againft him now is dead. Flir alfo 
attributed tlie actions of Archelaus 'to the 
Jews injuries to him, who afFedted to govern 
contrary to the laws, and going about to kill 

thole 

Auguflus did net maw grant them, but did it for the oner 
halt of that nation a few ycars.afterw.ard, upon frelh com¬ 
plaints made by the jews againft Archelaus, who, under 
the more humble name of an cthnarch, whicli Augullus 
only would not allow Irim, foon took upon liim the inio- 
lence r.nd tyranny of his father king Ikrod, as the re- 
tnaining part of tiii:. book will infornr us, ajid panieulavly 
thap. xiii. f 2. 

f This is not true. .See Antiq. B. XI'V. ch. 
and ch. xii. § 2, and cb. xiii. H> -ftntiq. B. X 
§ 5. and ch. x, j 2, 3. Antiq. B. XVI. di. ix. ^ 
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thofo that would have hindered them from 
■■icling unjuftly, when llicy were by him })un- 
lihecl for what they had done, made their com¬ 
plaints againft himi ; lo he accufed them of 
their attempts for innovation, and of the plca- 
furc they took in ledition, liy reafon of ilieir 
not having learned to luhiuit to jidlice, and to 
tlie laws, hut ftill deidring to he li!T’'urior in all 
things.” Tills was the fubftance of what Ni¬ 
colaus faid. I 

4. When Cxfar heard thefe {fieulings, lie 
(liifolvcd the ademhly ; Isiit a lew davs al'ter- 
ward he appointed Arcliclaus, not indeed to 
he king of tlie whole country, hut ethnarch 
oftlie one-half of that which had been luhjcel 
to Herod, and promifed to give him the royal 
dignitv hereafter, if he governed his part vir- 
luoully. Tut as for tlie other liah, lie dividei! 

into two parts, and gave it to two other ol 
Jierod’s i'ons, to Philip and to Antipas, that 
Anlijias wh.o dif]>uted with Arehelaiis ior the * 
wliolc kingdom. Now to liiin it was t;;al Pc- 
jca and (. hdilec paid their tribute, Avliicli a- 
ifiountcd '' annually to two hundred tr'ents, 
while Batanoa, willi Trachonitls, .as wed as j 
Aurantitis, with a certain f part of what was 
I ailed the ILiufi: <f Zenodora^^ p.aid the tribute 
of one hundred ttdents to Philip ; but Idurnca, i 

* bir.ce Jofcpr.u. here inlortiis us, th.it /ev.hel.ue. luai | 
one-half of the kii'e;(loni of Herod, sikI preteiuly i-ihirnis • 
us farther, that Arthelaiis’.s annual ineoinc, alter ana- | 
hatement of. one quarter for the prefent, was 600 tali iit , | 

—therefore patlier pretty nearly, wliat w.ts Herod , 
tlic Hfeat’s yearly inconie, 1 mean about 1600 taicnt.s, 
which, at‘die known value of 30P0 flit.kels to ti tal-nt, 
and about ^s. \od- to a Ikekel in the days of Jop-phii;,, 
fee the note on Antiq. 1). HI. ch.ip. viii. (> 2. .imtan.i; . to 
68o,oool. fterling/c;- c.nituin : which incona . thoui !i c'v.'t 
in itfelf, iK'.tring no proportion to fiis v.ifl cxp..ine - t .tty 
where vifibfe in Jolcphus, and to tlie va.ll lum- lie hit oe- ; 
hind him in hir. wHl, chap. viii. j. and i Ji.qi. .\ii. y i. ; 
the reft miift have arifen, either from his conlifeation of ! 
thofc great mens eftiites whom he put to death, or made 
to pay fine for the faring of their lives, or front lorne o- | 
thcr heavy methods of opprellion, vvliicli lueh f.ivaee ty- | 
rants ufually exercife upon their mifcrahle fulijc 'hs; or 
rather from thefe feveral metliod.. jitit ’•ogcihei, all 
I, yet f'ecm very much too fin.ill for las c.r j-'ence , 
drawn from nt> larger a nation fh.m tliatof the Jews, 

.1 was very jtopulous, but without tl.c advantage of 
f, to bring them rirltcs; fo that I c-nnot La; ftrong- 
.uipcH, tliat no lin.il! part of thit his v e.tlln arofe from 


and fiidea, and the country c-i S.anaria, paid 
tribute to AiebcLuis, but bad u-. w a lotirll. 
pari t>f that tribute lakcn oif by the order of 
Cadar, who dicreed them 'dn.y liddaadoti, tm 
caufc they did uot pdt) iti ilu.s v,'di )(., 

fell of the nudtitud.-. There \ve“e a'iio eeiUi'’. 
of the cities which paitl ti ihute to Aia hclau;'', 
Strato’a Tower, and Seb.dle, with lopfia ;>;ul 
jerulaltm ; lor a;s to (ha/a and ‘ .’..o' ua, .uu'i 
Hipjios, they weie (ireeiaa cities, wbid, (im- 
far leparated l.'om his go\ernnient, ;ind a-l'.ee 
them to the province of Sviia. Nf>\v tb.c tii- 
hute-moricy that cair.e to Aolielaus evety w.!'.' 
from hi.s own dominions, airtounled tt; fir. 
hundred talents. 

5. And i() muci) came to Herod's {oe,.s frOR'i 
tlieir lather’s iidieiilanee. .hi-at S.'louic, helicL,;-. 
wliat her hrcdlier lel't her by his i- litnueitt., 
which were jamnia, an;l Aflub.d, atal i ii.iiaeliu, 
and live huitdred ihoidand [drat 'j /.J'eointe 
f'lver, (itelar m.rt!.. lier a jiuhaU ( fa rt-val ii.a- 
bitaiii.n at AtkeUiu; in all, her rt‘venues a- 
mnur.tcd lo li\t}’ talents hv tin' viar, her 
dwelling-I k. uie w;is within Arcliclaus’:: novern- 
ir.md. The red alio cl the king’s ulatif.ns ;<> 
ceived what Ills tellament allotleei them, rslcrc- 
over, Caafar niviele a | relent to eaeli orileKa;’', 

tVv (> 

anoif.er loii-.ct, I mean from f</nm v.;!l fern, !-,c te'ok (..e 
ol it.ivn!’. fipuh.'hre, hut tc.me.iled trorn the peop'.t. 
See tile ik te vu Autiq. Ji. A'll. cJiap. xv. y o 

-|' Take I'tre .1 very nl', fai imrc i.f '..n.liu',, i n I.i,' t .. 
15 . 111 . tliap i. her', (niuted bv Hr ilrn'icm ■ “ W'laa. h - 
fepliut. layi<, tliat fouic putt til lli'e l.i'u!'' : la [lofUtroiij <.; 
/.enodo!ut, (t. r. Aluieia ) 1!< tiol to i’iniij), la ihcie- 

by d'.,elarLb ilii.t tl.e l.njei i.ut ol it hi loiao, to tmotla-rt 
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■'two virgia-d:iughters, bcfides what tlicif father 
left them, of two hundred and fifty thoufand 
[drachma:] of filvcr, and married them to Phe- 
roras’s Ions; he alio granted all that was be¬ 
queathed to himfelf lo the king’s fons, which 
was one thoufand live hundred talents, except¬ 
ing a few of the velfels, wdiicli lie relerved for 
himfelf; and they were acceptable to him, not 
fo much for the great value they were ol, as 
becaufe they Avere memorials ofthekingto him. 


C II A P. Xll. 

Coiiccnitnir a fpurious Altxaiuhr. 

§ i.XXTlIEN thefe affairs had lieen thus 
VV fettled by Cielar, a certain young 
man, by birth a Jew, but brought up by a Ro¬ 
man fveed-man in the city Sidon, ingrafted him¬ 
felf into the kindred of Herod, by the refem- 
blance of his countenance, which thofe tliat 
law him attefted to be that of Alexander, the 
foil of Herod, whom he had flain ; and this 
was an incitement to him to endeavour to ob¬ 
tain the government: fo lie took to him, as an 
alTiftanr, a man of his own country, (one that 
was well acquainted with the affairs of the pa¬ 
lace, but on other accounts an ill man, and 
one whole nature made him capable of caufnig 
great dlllurbanccs to the public, and one that 
became a teacher ot luch a milchlevous contri¬ 
vance to the other) and declared himfelf to be 
Alexander, and the ion id Herod, but flolcn 
away Ov one of thofe tinat were lent to flay him, 
Vv ho ill reality ilew other men. in order to dc- 
^Liv.. the Ipcciators, bat faved both him and 
iJ.i brot'icr Ariitobuliis. Thus was this man 
i latcd, an^l a’jic to inipofc on thofe tiiat came 
;o ;iim ; and vv.fcu he was come to Crete, he 
n ailc ali t’le Jews tlut came to difeourfe with 
ifhu i.". iiev;; hi;!, j!)e /Vlcxaiidcr]. And when 
i.. i;.sJ v/)ttc'i louch money which had been 
prcientc.,! o i ifnri there, he paffed over to Mc- 
v.Iierc iic got m.ucli more money than he 
iuid I'dore, out of the belief they had tiiat he 
was of the royal family, aiul their hopes that 
he A'vi'Uld recover his father's princ'ipaliiy, and 


reward his benefactors; fo he made hade to 
Rome, and w'as conducted thither by thofe 
j ftrangers who entertained him. He was alfo 
I I'o fortunate, as, upon his landing at Dicear- 
j chia, to bring the Jews that w^ere there into the 
fime dclufioa ; and not only other people, but 
alfo .all thofe that had been great with Herod, 
or had a kindnel’s for him, joined themfclves to 
this man as to their king. The caulc of it was 
j tills, that men were glad of his pretences, which 
j were feconded by the likenefs of his countenance, 
j which made thofe that had been aci'uaintidi 
I with Alexander ftrongly to believe that he \mi; 

; no other but the very fame perfon, which they 
, alfo confirmed to others by oath ; infomtu lg 
' that when the report went about him that he 
j vras coming to Rome, the wdiole multitude of 
I the Jews that were tlicre went out to meet him, 
h alcribing it to Divine Providence that he lia J fo 


i unexpetflcdl v elcaped, and being very joyful on 
j account of his mother’s family. And when he 
j was come, he was carried in a royal litter 
I through the flrccts, and all the ornaments a- 
I bout him were fuch as kings are adorned wuth- 
j al ; and this was at the expcnccs of thofe that 
i entertained him. The multitude alfo flocked 
I about him greatly, and made mighty acclama- 
^ tions to him, and nothing was omitted wdiich 
j' could be thought fuitaiile to fuch as had been i'o 
uuexpetffcdly preferved. 

2. When this thing wms told Caffar, he did 
jj not believe it, becaufc Herod was not cafily to 
j be impofed upon in fuch affairs ,,;;s were of 
.great concern to him ; yet, having fome fufpi- 
cion it might be fo, he fent one Celadus, a 
freed-man of his, and one that had converfed 
with the young men themfclves, and bade him 
bring Alexander into his prefence : fo he 
brought him, being no more accurate in jud¬ 
ging about him than the reft of the multitude. 
Yet did not lie deceive Caefar; for although 
there w^as a rcfemblance between him and 
Alexander, yet w'asit not fo exafl as to imp^fc 
on fuch as were prudent in difeerning ; for 
, this fpurious Alexander had his hands rough, 
Ey the labour's he had been put to, and Infte.nd 


of 
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of that foftricfe of body which the othei- had, 
and this as derived from his delicate and gener¬ 
ous education, this man, tor the contrary rea- 
fon, had a* rugged body. When, tltercforc, 
faEfar faw how the maftcr and the fcholar a- 

■ greed in tills lying, ftory, and in a hold way of 
talking, he enquired about Ariftoliulus, and 
a Iked what becanae of him, who [it feems] 
was ifolen away together with him, and for 
what rcafon it was that he did not come along 
with him, and endeavour to recover that do- 
ininion which was due to his high biith alfo ? 
And wlien he faid, That “ he had been left in 
the illc of Crete, for fear of the dangers of the 
fci, that, in cafe any accident fhould come to 
liimfelf, the pofterity of Mariamne might not 
utterly peridi, but that Arillobtilus might fur- 
vive, and punifli thofe that laid fuch treacher¬ 
ous defigns againd them.” And when he per- 
fevered in his affirmations, and the author of 
the impofture agreed in fupporting it, Crefar 
took the young man by himfelf, and faid Jo 
him, “ If thou wilt not impofe upon me, thou 
flialt have this for thy reward, that thou ffialt 
c feipe with thy life; tell me then, who thou 
art ? and who it was that had boldnefs enough 
to contrive fuch a cheat as this ? For this con¬ 
trivance is too confiderable a piece of villany to 
be undertaken by one of thy age,” Accord¬ 
ingly, becaufc he had no other way to take, 
he„told Caefar the contrivance, and after what 
riiWner, and by whom it was laid together. 

■ Fio Csfar, upon obferving the fpurious Alex¬ 
ander to beajfrong a£live man, and fit to work 
with his h||ids, that he might not break his 
prqmife to' him, put him among thofe that 
werp to row ikmongthe mariners; but flew him 
ihfit induced Mm to do whaf he had done ; for 
as for the pet^)e of Me|o^ he thought them 
fiifficiently pufiitl||d, ^ hiving thrown away 
fi> much of their morM|^.-upon this fpurious A- 
Icxandef. Au(! fuch wiis the ignominious con- 
ejufion* pf this bold contrivance about the fpu- 
i^us Alexander’. 

•'■^ipanheirn fcafonably obferres here, that It was for- 
hidden the Jews to marry thek brother’s wife, when flie 
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C H A P. XIII. 

IIow Arcbclatis^ upon j ft-t ond yA < nf,}lion^ w/is 
han'tjhcd toVicuK.'. 

§ Archelaiis was emcred on his 

▼ V ethnarchy, and was come into Ju¬ 
dea, he accufed Joa7ar, th<‘ Ion ofBortluig of 
affilling the feditious, and to(,k away the high 
priefthood from him, and put Klearir his bro¬ 
ther in his place. Hcall’o magnificent !v rebuilt 
the royal palace that had been at jeritho, anil 
he diverted half the water with which the vil¬ 
lage of Neara iifed to be watered, and drew offi 
I that water into the plain, to water tliofe palm- 
trees which he had there planted ; lie a!(o built 
a village, and put his own name upon it, and 
called it AribcLiu, Moreover, he * triulgrc!- 
fed the law of our fathers, and married Glaphy¬ 
ra, the daughter of Archclaus, who had been 
the wife of his brother Alexander, which Alex¬ 
ander had children by her. v, hilc it was a thing 
deteftabh* among the Jews to nianv the bro¬ 
ther’s wife ; nor did this hlea^.ir abide long in 
the high priellhood, Jefiis, the Ton of Sic, be¬ 
ing put in his room while he was ftlil living, 
2. But on the tenth year of Archelaus’s g-o- 
vernment, both his brethren, and tin; princi¬ 
pal men of Judea and Samaria, not being able 
I to bear his bg^rbarous and tyrannical ufage of 
them, accufed him before C:cfar, and that efpe- 
! cially bccaufc they knew he had broken the 
commands of Caefar, which obliged him to be¬ 
have himfelf with moderation among tliem. 
Whereupon C,rfar, when he heard it, was very 
angry, and called for Archelaus^s fteward, who 
took care of his affairs at Rome, and wliofc 
name was Archclaus alfo, and tliinking it be¬ 
neath him to write to Aivlidaus, he bid him 
fill away as foon as poffible, and bring him to 
us; fo the man made hafte in his voyage, and 
when he came into Judea, he found Archelaus 
felling with his friends ; fo he told him what 
f Csefar 

hadtfh'iHrenby her firfl halbajid, and that Zonoras [citejS, 

’ 0*3 interprets the claufe before ys ac^orduigly.' 

7 R 
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Cailar had fcnt liim about, and haftcned him 
away. "And when he was come [to Rome] 
Caefar, upon licaring what certain accufers of 
his had to fay, and what reply he could make, 
both baniihed him, and appointed Vienna, a 
city of ,Gaul, to be the place of his habitation, 
aPd took his money away from him. 

3. Now before Archelaus was gone up to 
Rome upon this meirage, he related this dream 
to his friends. That “ he faw ears of corn, in 
number ten, full of w’heat pcrfedlly ripe, which 
ears, as it feemed to liim, were devoured by 
oxen.” And when he was awake and gotten 
up, becaufc the viiion appeared to be of great im¬ 
portance to him, he fent for the diviners, wbofe 
flydy was employed about dreams. And while 
fomc wei'e of one opinion, and fome of another 
(for all their interpretations, did not agree) Si¬ 
mon, a man of the fe< 3 ; of the Effens, defired 
leave to fpeak his mind freely, and faid. That 
“ the vifion denoted a change in the affairs of 
Archclaiis, and that not for the better j that 
oxen, becaufe that animal takes uneafy pains 
in his labours, denoted alBidious,. and, indeed 
denoted farther a change of affairs ; becaufe 
that land which is ploughed by ox.cn cannot 
remain in its former Rate; and that the ears of 
corn being ten, determined the like number of 
years, becaufe an ear of corn grows in one 
year; and that the time of Archelaus’s govern¬ 
ment was over.” And thus did this man ex¬ 
pound the dream. Now on the-fifth day after 
(his dream came firii to Archelaus, the other 
Archelaus, that was fcnt to Jtidea by Ca-far to 
call him away, came thither alfo. 

,4. 'Fhe like accident befel Glaphyra his 
wife, who was the daughter of king Archelaus, 
who, as I fuid before, was married while fhe 
was a virgin, to Alexander, the fon of Herod, 
and brotlicr of Archelaus ; but fmee it fell,out 
fo, that Alexander was flain by his father, fhe 
was married to Juba, the king of Lydia ; and 
when he was dead, and fhe lived in widow¬ 
hood in Cappadocia with her father, Archelaus 
divorced his foVtner wdfe Mariamnc, and mar¬ 
ried her, fo great was his affection for this Gia- 
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phyra.; who, during her marriage to him, farv 
the following dream : “ She thought fhe faw 
Alexapder ftauf^ng by her, at which flic re¬ 
joiced, and embraced him with great affedlon; 
hut that he complained of her, and faid, O Gla¬ 
phyra ! thou proveft that. faying to be true, 
which affurcs us, that women are not to be 
trufted. Didfl not thou.pledge thy faith to me ? 
and waft not thou married to me when thou 
waft a virgin ? and- had we not children be¬ 
tween us ? Yet haft thou forgotten the affcdliou 
I hear to thee, out of a dcfire of a fccond liui- 
band. Nor hart thou been fatislicd with that 
injury thou didfl; me, but thou iiaft been io 
bold as to procure thee a third liufband to lie 
by thee, and in an indecent and impudent 
manner haft entered into my houfe, and haft 
been married to Archelaus, thy hufbaiid, and 
my brother. However, I will not forget thy 
former kind affedion for me, hut will let thee 
free from every fuch reproachful adion, ami 
caufe thee to be mine .again, as thou once 
waft.” When fhe had related this to her 
female companions, in a few. days time flie de¬ 
parted this life. 

5. Now 1 did not think thefe hiftorles im¬ 
proper for the prefent difeourfe, both hecault 
.my difeourfe now is concerning kings, and 
otherwife alfo on account of the advantage 
hence to he drawn, as well for the confirma¬ 
tion of the immortality of the foul, as of the 
pj-ovidence of God over human affairs, I 
thought them fit to be fet down^ hut if “any’ 
one does not believe fuch relations,, let him in¬ 
deed enjoy his own opinion^ but let him not 
hinder another, that would thereby encourage 
himfelf in virtue. So /^rchelaus’s country was 
laid to the province of Syriaand Cyrenius, 
one that had been confuh was Lent by Csefar 
to take .an account of, peoples effeds. in Syria, 
and to fell the houfe. Oi Archelaus., 
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BOOK XVIII. 

Containing the Interval of Thirty-tvoo Teats. 

[From the Baniflimcnt of Archelaus to the Departure of tlie Jhw.s.- 

from Babylon.] 


C H A P. I. 

Haw Cyrenhis was fait by Ccvjhr to make a 
7''.ixation of Syria and Judea ; and how Co- 
poiiius was fent to be Procurator of Judea : 
concerning Judas of Galilee., and concerning 
the Scbls that %vere among the Jews. 


§ I. “1^ T" O W Cyreniu'o) a Roman fenator, 
and one who had gone through 
j k- ^ ■ other magiftraciet}, and had paf- 
fed through them till he had been conful, and 
one who, on other accounts, was of great dig¬ 
nity, came at this time into Syria, with a few 
others, being fent by Csefar to be a judge of 
that nation, and to take an account of their 
fubftance : Coponius alfo,. a man oi the equef- 
trian order, was fent together with him, to 
have the fupreme power over the jews. More¬ 
over, Cyreuius came himlelf into Judea, wliich i 
was riow added to the province of Syria, to take , 
- an recount of their inbftance, and to.dilpofe of j 

* Since St. LuWe once, Aft. v, 37. and jofephes four j 
tcveral times, once here, § and 13 . XX. chap. v. C 2. | 
Of tlic.War, B. ll. chap. viii. § i. and chap. xvii. f 8- 1 
calls this Judas, who was .the peftilent author of that fc- 
ditious doctrine and temper which hrought the JcwiOi 'w- 
tion to utter dcftrudtion, .a Galilcani but here, § i. Joftplnis 
calls, him a Gmknite^ of the city Gamala; It is a great 
queftiSn .where this Judas tvas born, whether in Galilee, 

• on the-wefc fide, or-in Gatilonitis, on the caft fide of the 
river Jordan ; wliiie, trt the place-juft now eked out of 
the Antiquities, B..XX. chap. v. ^ 2. he is not only c.illcd 
a Galilean, but it is added to his Itory, as I have fignfsd 
in the hoois that go hyire theje, as if he had ftill called him a 
‘iiofe Antiquities before, as wcll'as in that 
ace, as Dean Aldrich obferves, On the War, 

. s'iii. § .r.; Nor can pne well imagine %vhy he 
.c uiil him a Qanlmie, when in the 61!) feclion 


Archelaus’s money : but the Jews, althoiigU at 
the beginning they took l!ic report of a taxation 
heinouily, yet did tliey leave off any faitbci 
nppofiliou to it, by the perfuafiou of Joazar, 
who was the fon of Boethus, and high prieil 
fo they being over-perfuaded by joazar’s words, 
gave an aecount of their eftates, without any 
difpute about it. Yet was there one Judas, '■' a 
Gaulonitc, of a city whole name was Gantala^ 
who taking widi* him Saddouk, f a Pharifee, 
became zealous to draw them to a revolt, who 
both faid that this taxation was no better than 
an introdudion to Havery, and exhorted the 
nation to affert their liberty ; as if they could 
procure them happinefs and fccurity for what 
•they poffeffed, and an affured enjoyment of a 
ftill greater good, which was that of the ho^ 
nour and glory they would thereby acquire for 
magnanimity. They alfo faid, that God would 
not otherwile be affifting to them, than upon 

their 

fcillo-wijg here, as well as twice Of the War, lie ftill call) 
him a Gahleati. As for the city of Gamala, whcncelhu 
Judas was derierd, it determines nethmt;. fince there was 
two of tli.it name, the one in Gaulonitis, the other in G 1- 
lilee. .Sec 'Rcland on tlic city or town of tliat.n.im-. 

•| It feems not very improbable to me, that tliish i.ldiK, 
the Vharifee, w.is tlic very lame man of whom tin; Rab- 
I bins fpeak, as the nnhajij y hut midcfignnip otcaliun of 
j the impiety or infiddiiy of tut, Sadduces; nor perhipshad 
the men this name of ti.iildaces till this very time, ifiongh 
they were a diflinct fctl lung before. Sec the note on 
B. XIII. ch.ip. X. § 5. and l)e.m Piideai.x, there quoted -, 
nor do we, tint I know of, find tlie leaft fooiiteps of fuclt 
impiety or infidelity of thefe Sadduces before thi i time, 
the Recognitions afluiing us, that tluy began lui about. 
t-thc .days of John the Bap?ift, B. I. ch.ip. h". 
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their joining'; with one another in fuch counfels i 
.•M mip^l'ir be fucceEful, and for their own ad- 
varun;^e ; and this efpecially if they would fet 
al'i 'iit great exploits, and nor grow weary in 
t'v.'cuting the fame; fo men received whal 
they faid with pleafurc, and this bold attempt 
proceeded to a great heigiit. All fta'ls ot mil- 
fortunes alfo fprang from theli: men, and the 
nation was iufctfled with this doclrine to an in- j 
credible degree ; one violent war came upon i 
us after another, and we lolt our friendo which 
tiled to alleviate our pains; there were alfo 
very great rubberit's, and murders of our princi¬ 
pal 'men. I’his was done in pretence indeed 
for the public w'clfare, but in reality from the 
hopes of gain to themfelvcs ; whence arofc le- 
ditions, and from them murders of men, which 
fometimes fell on thofeof tlieir own people (by 
the madaefs of thefe men ttrwards one another, 
while their defire was, that none of the adverfc 
parry miglit be left) and fojpetimes on their 
enemies; a famine alfo coming upon us redu- j 
ced us to the laft degree of defpair, as did alfo 
the tailing and demolilhing of cities ; nay, the 
fedition at lall increafed fo high, that the very 
temple of God w^as burnt down by their ene¬ 
mies fire. Such were the confequences of this, 
that the cufloras of our fathers were altered,' 
and fucli a change was made, as added a mighty j 
weight toward bringing all to deftruefion, wdiicli ^ 
tliefe men occafioncd by their thus confpiring i 
logether; for judas and Sadducus, * who 
excited a fourth philofo]ihlc fed among U", j 
and had a great many followers therein, tilled 
our civil government with tumults at prelent, 
and laid the foundations of our future miferies 
L-y this fyllsm of phihifophy, which sve were 
before unacquainted withal; concerning which 
1 will difeourfe a little, and this the ratlier be- 
cauie the infeilion which fpread thence among 
the younger fort, who were zealous for it, 
brought the public to dcllrudion. 

•2. d'liE Jews had, for a great while, had 
three feds of philofoplry peculiar to themfeives, 
the fed of the Eflens, and the fed of the Sad- 
duces, and the third fort of opinions was that 
ofthofe called Fharifciftsj of which feds although 


I have already fpoken in the fecond hook of 
the Jewilh War, yet will I a little touch upon 
them now. 

p Now for the Pharifees, they live meanly, 
and defpife delicacies in diet ; and tliey follow 
the condud of reafon ; and what that prclcrihes 
to tliem as good for them, they do ; and they 
think they ought earncdly to drive to obfervr 
reafon’s didates for pradice. They alfo pay 
a refped to fuch as are in years; nor arc tiiey 
fo bold as to contradid them in any tiling 
which they have introduced ; and, when they 
determine that all things are done bv fate, thev 
do not take away the freedom from men oi' 
ading as they think fit; fince their notion is, 
that it hath plcafed God to make a tempera¬ 
ment, whereby what he wills is done, hut fo 
that the will of man can ad virtuoully or vi- 
cioully. They alfo believe that I'ouls have an 
immortal vigour in them, and that under the 
earth there will be rewards or punllhments, ac¬ 
cording as they have lived virtuoully or vicloul'- 
ly in this life ; and the latter arc to be detained 
in an everlafting prifon, but that the formcr 
drall have power to revive and live again: on 
account of which dodrines they are able great¬ 
ly to perfuade -the body of the people; and 
v/hatfoever they do about divine worfliip, 
prayers, and facrifices, they perform them ac¬ 
cording to Uicir diredion ; infomuch, that the 
cities give great atteftations to them on account 
of their entire virtuous condud, both in the 
adions of their lives, and their difeonrfes aFfo. 

4. B u T the dodrine of the Sadduces is 
this, That fouls die with the bodies ; nor do 
they regard the obfervation of any thing be- 
fulcs what the law enjoins them ; for they 
; think it an inftance of virtue to difpute with 
I thole teachers of philofophy whom they fre- 
^ quent; but this dodrine is received but a 
i few, yet by thofe ftill of the greateft dignity, 
j But they are able to do almoft nothing of them- 
1 felves ; for when they become magiftrates, as 
they are unwilling and by force fometimes ob¬ 
liged to be, they addid themfelves tc the no¬ 
tions of the Pharifees, becaufe the multitude 
would not otherwife bear theta. 


* riiR note. t>. rtn. 
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. 5 . The dodrine of the Ellens is this, That 
fill things aie beil all-rihed to God. I'hey 
teach the itninortaiity of fouls, and cltccrn that , 
the rewardii of righteoufnefs are to he earncAIy 1 
llrivea for ; and when they End '' what llicy j 
have dedicated to God in the temple, they do ! 
not oH'er facriliccs, hecaufethey have moie puic 
luflrations of their own ; on whi( li account 
they arc excluded from the common court of 
t!ic temple, but offer their facrlfices thcmfelvcs ; 
yet is tlieir courfc of life better than th.at 
of other men ; and they entirely addid them- 
ielvcs to hufbaudry. It alfo deferves our ad¬ 
miration, how much they exceed all other men 
that addid thcmfelves to virtue, and this iu 
rigliteoufucfs ; and indeed, to fuch a degree, 
tint, as it hath never appeared among any 
other men, neither Greeks nor barbarians, no 
not for a little time, fo hath it endured a long 
while among them. 'Flus is demonilratcd by 
that inllitution of theirs, which will not fulTcr 
any thing to hinder them from having all things 
in common ; fo that a rich man enjoys no more 
of his own wealth than he who hath nothing 
at all. There are about four thoufand meu 
that live in this way; and neither marry wives, 
nor are defirous to keep fervants; as thinking 
the latter tempts men to be unjufl, and the for¬ 
mer gives the handle to domeflic cpiarrels ; hut, 
as they live by themfelves, they minifter one to 
another. They alfo appoint certain ftewards 
to receive the incomes of their revenues, and 
of the fruits of the ground ; fuch as arc good 
men, and priefts, who are to get their corn 
and their food ready for them. They none of 
them differ from others of the Effens in their 
way of living, but do the moll refemble thofe 
Dac®, who are called Poli/lai f [dwellers In 
cities.] 

* It feems by what jofephus faya here, and P))ilo him- 
felf elfewherc, Op. p. 676. that thefe Eflens did not ufe j 
to go up to the Jewtjih feilivals at Jerufalcm, or to offer 
faciffices there, which may be one great occalion why 
tiscy are never mentioned in the ordinary books of the New 
though iu the Apoftolical Conftirxrtions they 
•'mns- weittjOiitfd, as thofe that objerved iht cufloms aj their 
and that without any fneh ill ebaraiter laid 
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6. lliJT of the fourlh fc£l of JewlAi philn- 
foplny fudas the Galilean was the author. 
T'h (t men agree iu all other tilings with the 
riuriia’c notions ; but thev have au jnviolabie 
attaclun .ut to hberty, and fay, that God is to 
be tlicir only ruler and lord. They alio do nta 
value dying any kinds of death, nor indeed do 
tliey heed the deaths of their relations and 
fiicnds ; nor can any fuch fear make them cal) 
any man lord. And, fince this immoveable 
rcfolution of theirs is well known to a great 
many, I fhall fpcak no farther about that mat- 
j ter ; nor am 1 afraid that any thing I have 
faid of them fliould be difliclievcd, but rather 
I fear that what I have faid is beneath the rcl'o- 
lution they fhew when they undergo pain. 

I And it was in Geflius Morus’s time that the 
nation began to go mad with this diftemper; 
who was our procurator, and who occafioneci 
, the Jews to go wild with it Iiy the abufe of his 
, authority, and to make them res'olt from the 
^ Romans. And thefe arc the feels of Jcwillt 
I philofophy. 


CHAP IT. 

How Herod and Phil'tp built feveral Cities in 
Honour of C^efar. Concerning the Sncceffian 
of Piufs and Procurators ; us afo what be- 
fcl Phraates and the Parthians. 

§ r.^XTlIf’.N Cyrenius Iiad now dlfpofed 
VV of Archelaus’s money, and when 
the taxings were come to a conclulion, which 
were made in the thirty-feventh of Cxfar’n 
vidlory over Antony at Adlium, he deprived 
Joazar of the high priellhood, which dignity 
had been conferred on him by tire multitude, 

and 

upon them, as is there laid upon ilie other fe<As amotii; 
tliat people. 

Who thefe Pahjlni in Jofephu^^Bf |55|!ai in SiraW, 
among the Pythagonc Daca: were, eafy to iletci- 

mine. 'ScaligCT offers no rmprobaS^ cdnjcdlure, tliai 
fome of thelc Dacae livcJ alone, like'lhnnks, in teats or 
caifics} out that others of them HveH together m bmU 
ediiJtt and thence were called, by fuch names -a# implied 
thei&me. 

7 B' 
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jind-lie appointed Ananus, the fon of Seth, to 
be high prieft while Herod and Philip had 
cacli of them received their own tetrarchy, and 
fettled the affairs thereof. Plerod alfo built a 
wall about Sepphoris (which is the fecurity of 
all Galilee) and made it the metropolis of the 
country. He alff) built a wall round Betha- 
ramphtha, which was itfclf a city alfo, and call¬ 
ed it from the name of the emperor’s 

wife. When Philip alfo had l)uilt Paneas, a 
city at t?he fountains of Jordan, he natned it 
Ccefarea. fie affo advanced the village Betli- 
faida, lituate at the lake of Gennefareth, unto 
the dignity of a city, both by the number, of in- ' 
habitants it contained, and its other grandeur, 
and called it by the name of JuUus.y the feme! 
ftiame with C'.ielar’s daughter. i 

■2. As Copoiiius, who wc told you>wasfent 
along with, Cyrenius, was exercilmg his office 
of procurator, and gov'erning Judea, the fol- 
lotving accidents happened. As the Jews were 
celebrating the feaftof unleavened bread, which 1 
we call the PaJJ'ovcry it was cuftomary for the 
priefts to open the temple gates juft after mid¬ 
night.. When therefore thofc gates were firft 
opened, fome of the Samaritans came privately 
into Jcrufalem, and threw about dead mens 
bodies in the cloifters; on which account'the 
{ews afterward excluded them out of the tem¬ 
ple, which they had liot ufed to do at fuch fef- 
iivals •, and on other accounts alfo they watch¬ 
ed the tcmjde more carefully than they had 
ibrmerly done. A little after which accident 
Coponui3 returned to Rome, and Marcus Ani.- 
]:ilvui3 came to be his fucceffor in tliat govern¬ 
ment ; under whom Salome, the fificr of king 
licrod, died, and left to JiiUa [Cajlar’s wife] 
lainniJ, ail its toparchy, and Piiafaelis in the 
plain, and Archelais, where is a great planta¬ 
tion of palm-trees-, and their fruit is excellent 
in its kind. Aft', r him came Annius Rufus, 
under whom died Coelar, the feconcf emp^or 
of the Romans, the duration of whole reign, 
was lifty-feveu years, befides fix months and 
two days (of which time Antonius ruled to- 

* We may here take notice, as well as in dw paralM 
puts of the boo,k.s Of the Warj li. il» is. § i. dut 
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gether with him fourteen years); but the du-»- 
ratlcn of his life was feventy-feven years ; upon 
wdioi'e death-Tiberius Nero, his wife Julia’s Ion, 
fucceeded. Pie was now the third emperor; 
and he fent Valerius Gratu* to be procurator 
of Judea, and to fucceed Annius Rufus. This 
man deprived Ananus of the high priefthood, 
and appointed Ifmael, the fon of Phahi, to be 
high pried. He alfo deprived him in a liulc 
time, and ordained Eleazer, the fon of Ananus, 
who had been high prieft before, to be higli 
prieft; which office, when he had held for a 
year, Gratus deprived him of it, and gave the 
high priefthood to Simon, the fon of Camithus ; 
and, when he had' poffeffed that dignity ik' 
longer than a year, Jofeph Caiaphas was made 
his fucceffor. When Gratus had done tlici.: 
things, be went back to Rome, after he had 
tarried in Judea eleven years, when Pontius 
Pilate came as his fuccdlbr. 

3 . And How Herod the tetrarch, who was 
“ in great favour witli d’iberius, built a city of 
the fame nante with him, and called it Tiberias^ 
He built it in the bed part'of Galilee, at the 
lake of'Gennefareth-. There are warm baths,, 
at a Utile diftance from it, in a village named 
Emmaus. Strangers came and inhabited this 
city ; , a great number of the inhabitants were 
Galileans alfo; and many were neceflkated by 
Herod to come thither out of the country be¬ 
longing to liim, and were by force compelled 
to be its inhabitants ; fome of them were per- 
Ibns of condition. Pie alfo admitted poor peo-* 
pie, and thofe fuch as were colleded from all 
parts, to dwell in it. Nay, fome- of them were 
not cjuite freemen; and th’efe he was a bene- 
fabtor to, and made them free in great num¬ 
bers ; but obliged them not to forlake the 
city, by building them very good houfes at his 
own expenoes, and by giving them land alfo ; 
for he was- fenftbkj. jbat to, make this place 
an habit^ioB was to tranfgrefs the j;ewifb an¬ 
cient laws, becaufe many fepulchres were to 
be here-taken away, in ordet to make room 
for the city Tiberias ; * whereas our latvs pro- 

after tlw deadt^f-ilerrtd the Oteat; and the fuccenion of 
Ardtelaati, Jefolihiis is'WrV-Prief'ia hisacesaats of jedea, 

till. 
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'sjonnce,. that fuch inhabitants-are unlean for 
feven days.* 

4.. About this time died Phraatcs, king of 
the Parthians, by the treachery of Phraataces 
his fon," upon the occafion following. When 
Phraatcs had had’legitimate fons of his own, 
lie had alfo an Italian maid-fervaut, whofe name 
was I’hentitifa^ ivho had been formerly feat to 
him by Julitis Crefar among other prefeuts. 
He firlt made her his coneubiue ; but lie beinsr 
a great admirer of her beauty, in procci's of 
time having a foil by her, .whole name w^as 
Phraatace^, he made her his legitimate wife, 
and had a great refpeft for her. Now ilic was 
able to perfuadehim to any thing that Ihe faid, 
and was earneft in procuring the govcrnincnl 
of Parthia for her fon; but Hill flic faw that 
her endeavours wmuld not fucceed, unleis flie 
could contrive how to remove Phra. cs’s levi- 
tiinate fons [out of the kingdom] ; fj flic per- 
fuaded him to fend thofe his fons, as pledges of 
his lidelity, to Rome ; and they w'crc fent to 
Rome accordingly, becaufe it was not eafy for 
him to contradidl her commands. Now, while 
Pliraataccs was alone brought up in ortler to 
fucceed in the government, he thought it very 
tedious to expeft that gdvernment by his fa¬ 
ther’s donation [as bis fucceflbr] ; he therefore 
formed a treacherous dcflgn againfl; his father 
by his mother’s afllftance, with wdiom, as the 
report went, he h,id criminal converfation alfo. 
So he w’^as hated for both thefe vices, while his 
fubjeds efteemed this [wicked] love of his mo¬ 
ther to be no way inferior to his parricide ; and 
he was- by them in a fedition expelled out of 
the country, before he grew- too great, and 
died. But as the heft fort of Parthians agreed 
together, that it was impolfiblc they fhould be 
governed' without' a kingi, while it was alio 
their conftant pradice to chufe one of the fa¬ 
mily-of Arfaccs (nor-did their law alloivof any 1 
others; and they thought this kingdom had 
been fufficiently'injured already by-the mar¬ 
riage with an Itaiitin concubine, aniby hcrif- 


! fue) they fent ambafladors, and called Orodcs 
[to take the crown] ; for the multitude wc uKl 
not otlicn\’ife have borne them ; and though 
he wei c acculbd of very great cruelty; and was 
ol an iiitradable temper, and prone to'v\ratIg 
yet Hill he was one of the family of’Ail.ice;. 
However, they made a confpiracy againfl hiii , 
and flew him, and that, as fume fliy, at a fei- 
tiva), and among their iacrilices (for it is the 
univerfal cuflom there to carry their Avords 
with them) but, as the more general rcpoii is, 
they flew him when they had drawn him our 
a-hunting. So they fent ambafTadors to Rome, 
and delired they would fc..d one of thole that 
were there as pledges, to be their king. Ac¬ 
cordingly Vonones was preferred before the 
re a, and font to them (for he Ibcnu'd capable 
j of fuch great fortune, which two of tlic great- 
eft kingdoms under the fun now offered him, 
his own, and a foreign one.) How-cver, the 
barbariams loon changed their minds, they he-* 
ing naturally of a mutahle difpolirion, upon 
the fuppofal, that this man was not worthy to 
be their governor; for they could not think of 
‘ obeying the commands of one that had been a 
' flave (for fo they called thole that had been 
I holbges) nor could they bear the ignominy of 
I that name ; and this was the more intolerable, 
hccaufc then the Parthians mull have fuch a 
king fet over them, not by right of war, but 
in a time of peace. So they prelcntly invited 
Artabamis, king of Medb, to be their king, 
he being aifo of the race of Arfaces, Artalia-’ 
mis coinjilied with the ofler that was made 
him, and came to them with an army. So 
Vonone.s met him ; and at lirft the multitude 
of the Parthians flood on his fide, and lie put 
his army in array ; hut Artabanus w-as beaten, 
and fled to the mountains of Media. Yet did 
he a little after gather a great-ariny together, 
and fouj^ht with Vonone?, and heat liim ; 
whereujton Vonones fled away on hoileback, 
with, a few of his attendants abcut- him, to Sc ■ 

leucia 


tin near his own time, ffuppofe thercafon is, that after 
the large hillory of Nkokas of -Daroftfeus, including the 
life of .ilcrod, .wd prohabl|,th? jtkccelfion and firfl action* 


of his foBs, he had but few good LiUodcs of ih-.fj 
before him. 

^ Num. xix. 11,^14.. 


li.llCj 
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icucia [upon Tigrh.] So when Aitahanus haci 
ilaln a ;rieat nuinbcr, and ihls alier he had 
gotten tlie vidl'Ory, by rcalon of the very great 
<lii'may the barbarians were in, lie retired to 
Ctefiphon with a great number of his people ; 
and fo‘he now reigned over the Farth'ans. 
But Vonones fled away to Armenia ; and, as 
foon as he came thither, he liad an inclination 
to have the government of the country given 
Jiijn, and feat amballadors to Rome [for that 
purpofe.] But becaufe Tiberius refufed it him, 
and becaitfe he wanted courage, and becaufe 
the Parthian king threatened him, and fent 
•ambadadors to him to denounce war againrt 
him if he proceeded, and becaufe he had no 
way to take to regain any other kingdom (for 
the people of authority among the Armenians 
about Niphates joined ihcinlclvcs to Artabanus) 
he delivered up iiimfelf to Silanus, the prefident 
of Syria, who, out of regard to his education 
at Rome, kept him in Syria, while Artabanus 
•gave Armenia to Orodes, one of his own fens, j 
5. At this time died Antiochus, the king of | 
Commagene; whereupon the multitude con¬ 
tended with the nobility, and both fent ambaf- 
fadors [to Rome] ; for the men of power were 
defirous, that their form of government might 
be changed into that of a [Roman] province; 
as were the multitude defirous to be under 
kings, as their fathers had been. So the lenate 
made a decree, that Gcrmanicus fhould be fent | 
to fettle the affairs of the eafi-, fortune hereby I 
taking a proper opportunity for depriving him 
of his life ; for when he had been in the eaft, 
and fettled all affairs there, his life was taken 
away by the poifon which Pifo gave him, as 
Jiath been related elfewhere. * ' 

C H A P. 111 . 

^ Sedition of the fe'ws againf Pontius Pilate. 
Concerning Cbr 'tjl; and lebat bcfel Paulina 
and the fews at Rome. 

^ I* Y~)UT now Pilate, the procurator of Jtj- 
X3 removed the army from Caelarea 

•* Tl)i'! citation is now waoting. 
f Tliefe as tl ey arc here whofc blood 

Tilatc 111011 cn this occaCon, may be thof 8 .»ery 


OF T H E I E'W S. Book XVm. 

to Jerufalem, to take their winter-quarters therc^ 
in order to abolifh the Jewifli laws. So he in¬ 
troduced Cselar’s efiigjes, which were upon 
the enfigns, and brought them into the cjty; 
wiicrcas our law forbids us the very making 
of images ; on which account the former pro¬ 
curators were wont to rrtake their entry into 
the city with fuch enfigns as had not thofe or¬ 
naments. Pilate was the firft 'who brcaglit 
thofe images to Jerufalem, and fet them up 
there ; which was done wlihout the knowledge 
of the people, becaufe it was done in the night¬ 
time ; but, as foon a ' they knew it, they came 
in multitudes to Csefarea, and interceded with 
Pilate many day*^, that he would remove the 
images; and whenjie would not grant their 
requeil'-, b ’caufc this would tend to the injury 
of CAfar, ■v\’ule yet they perfevered in their 
requeft, on the fixth day he ordered his Ibiclicrs 
to L<‘.ve .heir weapons privately, while he came 
and fat upon his judgment feat; which feat 
was fo pr< pared in the open place of the city, 
that it concealed the array that lay ready to 
opprefs tnem; and, when the Jews petitioned 
him again, he gave a lignal to the foldiers to 
encompafs them round, and threatened that 
their punifliment Ihould be no lefs than imme¬ 
diate death, unlefs they would leave off difturb- 
ing him, and gO their ways home. But they 
threw thcmfelves upon the ground, and laid 
their necks bare, and faid, they would take 
their death very willingly, rather than the wifi- 
dom of their laws fhould be tranfgreffed ; up¬ 
on which Pilate was deeply affedfed with their 
firm refolution to keep their laws inviolable, 
and prefently commanded the images to be 
carried back from Jerufalem to Casfarea. 

2. But Pilate undertook to bring a current 
of water to Jerufalem, and did it with the fa- 
cred money, and derived the origin of the 
, ftream from the diftaqce of two hundred Fur¬ 
longs. However, the Jews f were not pleafed 
with what liad been done about this water ; 

and 

Calileao Jews, vdfe Mm/d Pilaie had mingltd will) their 

factyjicesi ^ 1 . i, 4. thefc tumults -being .ufiialJy 

exeked 
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many ten thoufands of the people got to¬ 
gether, and made a clamour againh him, and 
infifted thaj he Ihould leave off that delign. 
Some of them alfo ufed reproaches, and abulcd 
, the man, as crowds Of ITich people iifually do. 
So he habited a great number of his foldiers in 
their habit, who carried daggers under their 
garments, and fent them to a place where they 
might furround them. So he bid the Jews 
himfelf go away; but, they boldly calling re¬ 
proaches upon him, he gave the foldiers that i 
iignal which had been before-hand agreed on ; 
who laid upon them much greater blows than j 
Pilate had commanded them, and equally puiii- j 
» flied thofc that were tumultuous, and thofe that ' 
were not ; nor did they fpare them in the lead;; ’ 
and fmee the people were unarmed, and were 
caught by men prepared for what they were 
about, there were a great number of them flain 
by this means, and others of them ran away 
wounded.rt And thus an end was put to this 
fedition. 

■ 3. Now there was about this time Jefus, a 
a wife m%n, if it be lawful to call him a man ; 
for he was ft doer of wonderful works, a teacher 
of fuch men as receive the truth with pleafure. 
He drew over to him both many of the Jews, 
and many of the Gentiles. lie was [the] 
Chrift. And when Pilate, at the fuggeftion of 
the principal men among us, had condemned 
him to the crofs,* thofe that loved him at the 
lirft did not forfake him; for he appeared to 
them alive again the third day ;*}■ as the divine 
prophets had foretold thefe and ten thoufand 
other wonderful things concerning him. And 
the tribe of Chriftians, fo named from him, are 
not extind at this day. 

excited at .fome of the Jews great feftivals, when tlicy 
llcw abundance of facrificcs, and the Galileans being com¬ 
monly much more bufy in fuch tumults than thofe of Ju- ! 
dea and Jcrufalem, as we learn from the hiftory of Arche- 
laus, Antiq. B. XVIL chap. ix. § 3. and chap. x. 2, 9. 
though indeed Jofephus’s prefent copies fay not one word 
of thofe ilghteen upon •whom the tower in Sibam felly nndflew 
them, which the 4th verfe of the fame xiiith chapter of 
.St Lulfft informs us of. But fince our goipcl teact.es us, 
l.uke xxiii. 6, 7. that, when Pilate heard of Galilee, be 
ajked whether Jefus •were a Galilean? elnd, as fson as he 
htmo that he belonged toMered’s jurifdiBion, he fent him to 
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4. About the fame time abb another fad 
calamity put the Jews into dlforde’-, and certain 
fliamefnl pradliccs haj'pened about the temple 
of ids tliat was at Rome. 1 v.'ill iv.nv iiill hike 
iKttice of the wicked attempt the temple 

of Ills, and will then give an am.nmt of the 
Jcwilh affairs. There was at Rome a woman 
whofe name was Paulina; one who, on ac¬ 
count of the dignity of her ancchors, and by 
the regular c'ondudt of a virtuous life, had a 
great imputation : Hie was alfo very rich ; and 
although flic were of a beautiful counteuance, 
and in that flower of her age wherein women 
are the mofl gay, yet did Ihe lead a life of 
great modefty. She was married to Saturninus, 
one that was every way anfwcrablc to her in 
an excellent charader. Decius Mundus fell in 
love with this woman, who was a man very high 
in the cqueflrian order; and as flic was of too 
great dignity to be caught by prefents, and 
had already rejeded them, though they had 
been fent in great ahundance, he was llill more 
inflamed with love to her, infomuch, that he 
promifed to give her two hundred thoufand 
Attic drachmee for one night’s lodging ; and 
when this would not prevail’ upon her, and he 
was not able to bear this misfortune in his a- 
mours, he thought it the heft way to famiffi 
himfelf to death for want of food, on account 
of Paulina’s fad refufal; and he determined 
with himfelf to die after fuch a manner, and 
he went on with his pnrpofc accordingl3^ Now 
Mundus had a frecd-woman, who had been 
made free by bis father, whofe name was Ide, 
one fkilful in all forts of mifehief. This wo¬ 
man was very much grieved at the young 

man’s 

Herod. And ver. 12. "The fame day Ptlate and Herod ivere 
made friends together; for before they had been at enmity be¬ 
tween thcmfelves. T.\ke the very probable key of tlih mat¬ 
ter in the words of tlic learned NoUUub dc Herod. No. 
249. “ The c.iufe of the enmity between Herod and 

Pilate,” f.iys he, “ Icems to have been this; that Pilate 
had intermeddled with the tetrarch’s jurifdiclion, and had 
flain feme of his Giihk ni fuhjecfs ; Luke xiil. i. and, j.s 
he was willing to corvecl that error, he fent Clirilt to He¬ 
rod at this time.” 

* A. D. 33. Apr. 3. ■ 

. t Apr. 5. 
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man's irr 'lulion in kill himfclf (for he did not when he was gone away, which was before 
conceal iiis intentions to deftroy himielf from thole priefts who knew nothing of this lira- 
others); and came to him, and encotiraged him tageru were ftirring, Paulina came early to her 
In' her dircouri'e, and made him to hope by , ludband, and told him how the god Anubis 
lome promil'es Ihe gave him, that he might had appeared to her. Among her friends alfo 
obtain a night’s lodging with Paulina; and, ' die declared how great a value fhe })ut upon 
when he joyi'ully hearkened to her entreaty, flic | this favour, who partly dillrelicved the thing, 
laid, flic wanted no more than fifty thouland j when they refledted on its nature, and partly 
tirachmx for the entrapping of the woman. | were amazed at it, as having no' pretence foi 
So when Ihc had encouraged the young man, j not helieving it, when they confidered the 
and gotten as much money as flic required, I modelly and the dignity of the perfon. But 
the did not take the fame methods as had been j now, on the third day after what had been 
taken before, becaufe Are perceived that the j done, Miuulus met Paulina, and faid, “ Nay, 
woman was by no means to Ik- tempted by Paulina, thou hall fived me 200,000 drachma, 
money; but, as Ihc knew that Ibe was very which fum thou mighteft have added to thy 
much given to the worflrip of the goddefs Ifls, own family; yet haft thou not ftiiled to be at 
file deviled the following llratagein : Ihc went my fervice in the manner I invited thee. As 
to fome of Ills’ priells, and, upon the ftrong- foi*the reproaches thou hall laid upon Mundus, 
eft aflurauces [of eanccalinent] Are perfuaded I value not the bulinefs of names ; but 1 rejoice 
them by words, but chiefly by the offer of ' in the plcafure I reaped by what 1 did, while 
money, of 25,000 drachmae in hand, and as I took to myfelf the name of Ariubis,'" When 
much more when the thing had taken effect; he had faid this, he went his way. But now. 
and told tlrein the paflion of the young man, Ibe began to come to the fenfe of the groffncls 
and perfuaded them to ufe all means polfible of what lire had done, and rent her garmcnts,v 
10 beguile the woman. So they were drawn ' and told her hufband of the horrid nature of 
in to promife fo to do, by that large fum of this wicked contrivance, and prayed him not 
gold they were to have. Accordingly the old- to neglect to aflift her in this cafe. So he dif- 
eft of theni went immediately to Paulina, and, covered the faift to the emperor ; whercupoa 
upon his admittance, he delired to fpeak with Tiberius enquired into the matter thoroughly, 
her by herfelf. When that was granted him, by examining the priells about it, and ordered 
lie told her, That “ he was fent by the god them to be crucified, as well as Ide, who was 
Anubis, who was fallen in love with her, and the occalion of their perdition, and who had 
enjoined her to come to him.” Upon this flie contrived the whole matter, which w^is lb in- 
took t’ne melfage very kindly, and valued her- jnrious to the woman. He alfo demolilbed the 
fclf greatly upon thk condefccnfion of Atuibis, temple of Bis, and gave order that her ftatue 
and told her hufband, that flie had a mellage Ihotild be thrown into the river Tiber; while 
fent her, and was to fup and to lie with Ann- j he only banilhed Mundus, but did no more to 
bis : fo he agFCMid to her acceptance of the offer, j him, bccaufc he fuppofed, that what crime he 
as fully fuisfied with the chaftity of his wife, had committed was done out of the paffion of 
Accorclingly flie went to tlie temple, and after love. Andthefe were the circumllanccs which 
Ihe had flipped there, and it was the hour to concerned the temple of Ilis, and'the injuries 
go to fteep, the prieft Ihut the doors of the occafioned by her priefts. I now return to the 
t^plc, when, in the holy pait of it, the lights relation of what happened about this time to 
were alfo put out. Then did Mundus leap out the Jews at Rome, as 1 formerly told you I 
(for he was hidden therein),and did not fail of would. 

enjoying her, who was at his lervice all the 5. TfiERE.was a,man who was a Jew, but 
.night long, as iuppoling was the god; aad had 
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bc.en driven away from his own country 
by an accufation laid againll him for tranfgrel- 
fing their Uws, and by the fear he was under 
of punifliment for the fame ; hut in all refpcdls 
. a wicked man. He» then living at Rome, pro- 
leiTed to indrudl men in the wifjom of the i 
laws of Mofes. He procured alfo three other I 
men, entirely, of the fame charader with him- i 
j'elf, to be his parfaers. Thefe men perfuaded 
bulvla, a woman of great dignity, and one that 
had embraced the Jewifli religion, to lend pur¬ 
ple and gold to the temple at Jerufalem, and, 
when they had gotten them, they employed 
tlicm for their own ufes, and fpent the money 
Vthemfelves; on wliich account it was that tliey 
at firft ret[uired it of her. Whereupon Tibe¬ 
rius, who liad been informed of the thing by 
baturninus, the hufband of Fulvia, who defired 
cncpiiry might be made about it, ordered all 
the Jews to be banilhed out of Rome : at 
which time the coiifuls lifted 4000 men out of 
'.hem, and feat them to the ifland Sardinia; 
but punilhed a greater number of them, who 
were unwilling to become foldiers, on account 
of keeping the laws of their forefathers.''^ Thus 
were thefe JewS' banillied out of the enty by 
the wickednefs of four men. 


G H A P. IV. I 

How the SamarilaJis made a ‘Tumult, and FUate j 
JeJIroyed many of them : How Pilate was 
accufed, and "what Th'mys were done by Vi~ 
tcllitis relating to the 'Jews and the Far- 
tbians. 

§ i.T>UT the nation of the Samaritans did 
* J3 not cfcapc without tumults. The man 

• Of the baiiifhment of thefe 4000 je vs into Sardinia 
by Tiberius, fee Svictonius in Tiber. \ 36. But as for 
M. Reland’s note here, ,whicb fufjioles that Jews could 
not, confiftently with their laws, be foldiers, it is con- j 
tradifled by one branch of the hiltory before us, and 
contrary to innumerable inftances of their fighting and 
proving excellent loldicrs in war , and indeed, many ol , 
the belt df them, and even vnd^ heathen kings them- 
fclvcs, did fo; thofe I mean whb allowed them thtnr rcil 
f"! tlie fabbath-day, and otliev foldmn feftirals, and let 
tivem.livc according to their oyvnjaws, a, Alexander the 
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who excited them to it was one who thought' 
lying a thing of little confcqucnce, and wlio 
contrived every thing f), that the MUiltitudc 
might be pieafed ; fo lie bid them to get toge¬ 
ther upon mount Gerlzzlm, which is by them 
looked upon as the inoft holy of all motintains; 
and allured them, that when they were come 
thither, he would Ihcw them thole facred vel- 
fels which were laid under that place, hecaufe 
Moles t put them there. So they came thi- 
I thcr armcil, and thought the difeourfe of the 
man probable ; and as they abode at a ccrlaiu 
village, which was called Tlrathaha, they got 
the reft togclhcr to them, and delired to go up 
the mountain in a preat muUiiude together; 
but Pilate prevented their going up, by lei/ing, 
uj)on the roads with a great band of horlemcn 
and footmen, who fell upon thole that were 
gotten together in the village ; and when it 
came to an adion, fornc of them they IJew, and' 
others of them they put to flight; and took a 
great many alive : the principal of wliich, and 
alfo the moft potent of thofc that fled away,, 
Pilate ordered to be llain. 

a. But when this tumult was appeafed, 
the Samaritan fenate fent an ambalTy to Vi- 
tellius, a man that had been conful, and who 
was now prefulcnt of Syria, and acculed Pilate 
of the murder of thofc that were killed ; for 
I that they did not go to Tirabatha in order to 
! revolt from the Romans, hut to cfcapc the vio¬ 
lence of Pilate. So Vitellins lent Marccilus, a 
friend of his, to take care ol tlie aflairs of Ju¬ 
dea, and ordered Pilate to go to Rome, to an- 
fwer before the emperor to tiie acculations ot 
the Jews. So Pilate, when he liad tarried tea 
yearS'in Judea,,made hatte to Rome, and this 

jti 

Gresf, and the Ptolemies of Egypt <iit. b i: U'lc, tliry 
could not always obtain ihofe p; iv ijeget; and ih'-ii they 
got cxcviftd, as well as day couid, or ubioiutt- 

ly refufed to figbt, which feems l<i iaive been ihe cafe 
here, as to the major pait cu'’ the Jews now' banillir-!, l,ui 
nothing more. &ce fcvcr.d of the Roui.m dccrc-s in dn if 
favour as to fuch matters, B. XIV. ch. t;. ’ 

f Since Mofes never came iiimfelf beyond Jord.in, nor 
particularly to mount Gcrlzzim ; and face tla-fc Sainari- 
1 taiiS-liaYe a tradition among tlicm, related ht:eby U: ihid- 
' ion, 
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in obedience to the orders of Vitcllius, which 
he durft not contradict; but, before he could 
get to Rome, Tiberius was dead. 

3. Hut Vitellius came into Judea, and went 
up to Jerufalem ; it was at the time of that fef- 
tival which is called the Pajfovcr. Vitellius 
was there magnificently received, and releafed | 
the inhabitants of Jerufalem from all the taxes 1 
upon the fruits that were bought and fold, and 
gave them leave to have the care of the high 
prieft’s veftments, with all their ornaments, and 
to have them under the cuftody of the priefts 
in the temple, which power they ufed to have 
formerly, although at this time they were laid 
up in the tower of Antonia, the citadel fo call¬ 
ed, and that on the occafion following: There 
w'as one of the [high] priefts, named Hyreanus, 
and as there were many of that name, he was 
the firfl of them ; this man built a tower near 
the temple, and when he had fo done, he ge¬ 
nerally dwelt in it, and had thefe veftments 
with him ; becaufe it was lawful for him alone 
to put them on, and he had them there repo- 
fited when he went down into the city, and 
took his ordinary garments; the fame things 
were continued to be done by his fons, and by 
their fons after them. But when Herod came 
10 be king, he rebuilt this tower, which was 
very conveniently fituated, in a magnificent 
nianncr ; and becaufe he was a friend to Anto- j 
nius, he called it by the name oi Antonia. And 1 
as he found thefe veftments lying there, he re¬ 
tained them in the fame place, as believing 
that while he had them in his cuftody, the peo¬ 
ple would make no innovations againft him. 
The like to what Herod did was done by his 
fon Archclaus, who was made king after him ; 
after whom the Romans, when they entered 
on the government, took poirelTion of thefe 
veftatenUs of th.c Ijigh prieft, and had them re- 

l.'n, from Rtland, m'Iio was very fleitful in Jewifli and Sa- 
inaviran lea.'nin;:, that in the days of ITzzi, or Ozzi, the 
liijrh pricit, 1 Chr. vi. 6 . the ark, and other facred veflcls 
were, by Ctod’s command, hid up or liiddcn in motuit 
Gerizy.im : It is highly probable, that this was the foolifh 
foundation the prclent SainaTitans wenttjpon, in the fe- 
ciirion here deferibed; and that wc fhoftld read here, Ofiot 
'iii'. j.ul of ullotijnv, itt the te%t of Jofephus- 
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pofited in a ftone-ch amber, under the feal of 
the priefts, and of the keepers of the temple, 
the captain of the guard lighting a lamp there 
every day ; and * feven days before a feftival 
they were delivered to them by the captain 
of the guard, when the high prieft, having 
purified them and made ufe of them, laid 
them up again in the fame chamber where they 
had been laid up before, and this the very next 
day after the feaft was over. This w’as the 
practice at the three yearly feftivals, and on the 
faft-day : but Vitellius put thefe garments into 
our own power, as in the days of our forc- 
ftithers, and ordered the captain of the guard 
not to trouble himfelf to enquire where they 
were laid, or when they were to be ufed ; and 
this he did as an aCl of kindnefs, to oblige the 
nation to him. Befides which he alfo deprived 
Jofeph, wdio was alfo called Caiaphas, of the 
high priefthood, and appointed Jonathan, the 
fon of Ananus, the former high prieft, to fuc- 
ceed him. After which he took his journey 
back to Antioch. 

I 4. Mo RE OVER, Tiberius fent a letter to Vi¬ 
tellius, and commanded him to make a league 
of fricndlhip with Artabanus, the king of Par- 
thia; for, wdiile he was his enemy, he tcrrlhed 
him, becaufe he had taken Armenia away from 
him, left he Ihould proceed farther, and told 
him he Ihould no otherwife truft him than up¬ 
on his giving him hoftages, and efpecially his 
fon Artabanus. Upon Tiberius’s writing thus 
to Vitellius, by the offer of great prefents of 
money, he perfuaded both the king of Iberia 
and the king of Albania to make no delay, but 
to fight againft Artabanus; and although they 
would not do it themfelves, yet did they give 
the Scythians a paflage through their country, 
and opened the Cafpian gates to them, and 

brought 

* lliis mention of tbe high priefl’s facred garments re¬ 
ceived feven days before a feftival, and purified in thofe 
days againft a feftival, as having been polluted by being in 
the cuftody of heathens, in Jofephus, agrees well with 
the traditions of the Talmudifts, as Reland hcra obferves. 
Not is there any^queftion but the three fcafts here men¬ 
tioned, were die paflbvcr, pentecoft, and feaft of taber¬ 
nacles} and thefaft, fo called by Way of diftiixftio.n, as 
A6ts xxvii. .' Was the great day of exjnation. 
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\brought them upon Artabiuius. So Armenia I Afrer v.hieh Vitc’liir. went to Ai.iioch, ant’ 
was again taken from tiie Parthians, ami the i Art.ioanus to IPibylon ; hut Ihirod [the t.--- 
country of Parthia was filled with war, and the || trareh] being dcltrot s to give (', rliir the liril 
principal of‘their men were llain, and all things'l infonnaiion that they Iiad ol;tmued hoflages 
were in dilbrdcr among them : the king’s fon | fent polls wilii letters u iieiein he* hgd ac- 
allb himfelf fell in thelc wars, togetircr with ! curately deferihed all tiic iiartieul.,, s, aiul had 
many ten thoufands ol his army. Vitellius ! left nothing for the confniar Vitcliiiis to inform 
had alfo fent 'fnch great fums o'’ money to Ar- j him of. Put when ’Vitelliirs’s Icttei a wer(', lent, 
tabaniis’s father’s kinfmen and friends, that he ; ami Catiar had let him know ihai he was <n> 
had almoft procured him to he llain by the [ qtiainted A’ith tlic alfairs aircady, becaufe lle- 
means of thole bribes which they had taken, rod had given him an account ('f them hclmv, 
And when Artabaaus perceived that the plot Vitellius was very much trwuliled at it and 
laiii agalnll him was not to be avoided, L'ceaufe luppoling that he had been tliereliv a gic.iter 
It was laid by the principal men, and thole a 1 fuffercr tlian he really was, lie kepi iiga leiret 
great many in number, and that it would eer- anger ujion this oeealion, liU lie couid he re- 
talnly take clfcifl ; when he alto ellimated the venged on him, wliieli he was altcj- (kiiu; had 
number of thofethat were truly faithful to him, taken the goverumenn 

as alfo of thole who were already corruptetl, 6. Aiiout this time it w 11 that Pliilip, I le- 
but were deceitful in the kiudmds tiicy profclfed rod’s brother, departed this lii'e, in tlie twenli- 
to liim, and w'crc likely, ujioii trial, to go cth year of tlic reign of d'ibeiiup after lie 
over to his enemies, lie made his cfcape to the had been tctrarch of Trachonitis and (.^’aulani- 
upper provinces, where he afterward raifed a tis, and of the nation of (he Hatancans alio, 
great army out of the Dabse ami Sacai, and | thirty-feven years. lie luul ihewn himfelf a 
fought with his enemies, and retained his | perlon of moderation and cjiuelr.cfs in the con- 
principality. I dubd of his life ami go\ crnmcni j he eonldantly 

5. WniN Tiberius had heard of thefe , lived in that country which was fuhjc«5l to 
things, he defircd to have a league ot friend- him ;f he ufed to make his progrefs with a 
fhip made between him and Artahauus ; and few chofen friends j his tribunal alfo, on which 

when, upon this invitation, he received the he fat in judgment, followed him in his pro- 

propofal kindly, Artabanus and Vitellius went grefs; and when any one met him who want- 
to Euphrates, and as a bridge was laid over ed his affiRancc, he made no delay, but had 
the river, they each of them came with their his tribunal frt down immediately, wherefo- 
guards about them, and met one another on ever he haiipcncd to he, and fit down upon 
the midft of the bridge. And when they had it, and heard his compi.iini ; he '.here ordered 
agreed upon the terms of peace, Herod the the guilty that were (ouvided to he puniflieil, 

tctrarch erected a rich tent on the midll of the and abfolvcd llioie that had been aecufed ut> 

paflage, and made them a feaft there. Arta- juftly. He died at Julias; and when he was 
hanus .alfo, not long afterward, fent his fon carried to that monument which he had aln.adv 
Darius, ,as an hoftage, with many prefents; eredled for himfelf bcfoic-hand, he was huiL'd 

among which there was a man leven cubits with great pomp. His principality I'iberius 

tall, a Jew he was by birth, and his name was took ; for he left no funs behind him, and add- 

Eleazar^ who for his talnefs was called a giant. ed 

* This calculation from all Joiephus’s Greek copies, is (the very year of our Savioiu's de uh alfu'. or ho-^evor in 
exaclly right; for fince Herod uied about Sepirember, in the beginning of the ncxi year A. D. 34. Tlii ; Thil.p i!,- 
the 4tfa ycsir before the Chriftian a:ra, and Tiberius began, tctrarch feems to have been the b. ib' i;i a!) th ■ pDileTliV ; ‘ 

as is will known, Aug. lyt A. D. 14. it is evident that Herod, for his love of pc ite, and ]^i^ love tii juii tv c- 

the 37th year of Philip, reckoned from his fatlicr’s death, j- An excellent example this, 
was the 20th of Tiberius, or near the end of A. D. 33. 

7 
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€(1 it to the province of Syria ; but gave I 
order that the trlbutCv'; which arofe from it 
fliould be collected, and laid up iit that his 
tetrarchy. 


C H A P. V. 

Herod the 7 ’ctranh makes War ivith Arctas, 

I lx King of Arabia^ and is beaten by him-, 
as alfo concerning the Death of ‘John the 
Baptijl: IIo^v Vitellins lucnl up to pferiifalcm^ 
together %vith Jorne Account of Agrtppa^ and 
of the PoJUrit\< tf Hi rod the Great. 

§ I. A BOUT this time Arctas, the king of 
Arabia Pclrea, and Herod, had a 
quarrel on the account following : Herod the 
ictrarch had married the daughter of Aretas, 
and had lived with her a great while ; but when 
he was once at Rome, he lotlgcd with Herod, 
* who was his brother indeed, but nr.t by the 
fame mother ; for this Herod was the Ion of 
the high pried Simon’s daugliter. However, 
he fell in love with Herodias, this laft Herod’s 
•wife, who was tlie daughter of Ariftobulus 
their brother, and the filler of Agrippa the 
Great ^ this man ventured to talk to her about 
a marriage between them, which addrefs when 
ihe admitted, an agreement was made for her 
to cliangc her habitation, and come to him as 
loon as lie flrould return from Rome : one article 
of tills marriage alfo veas thi-, that he fhould 
divorce Aixtis’s daughter. So Antipas, when 
he had made this agreement, lailcd to Rome ; 
but when he had clone there the hufmeis he 
went about, and was returned again, his wife 
having dlfcovercd the agreement he had made 
with Herodias, and having learned It before he 
had notice of her knowledge of the whole de- 
fign, fire defired him to fend her to Macherus, 

* 'I’his Herod feems to have had tlie additional name 
of Philip, a. Antipas was nimod Hiral-Antipas, and as 
Antipas an 1 Antipater h em to be, in a manner, the very 
■f’jmc name, yet were tlie names of two funs of Herod 
the Great; fo might Philip the tetrart h, and thi;, Herod- 
3’hilip be two di_fferent fonsof the fame father, all wliieh 
Grotius obferves on Matt. >dv. 3. Nor was it, as I agree 
■witfi Grotios auil others of the learned, Philip the tetrarch, 
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which is a place in the borders of the dominj/- 
ons of Aretas and Herod, without inforraiflg 
I him of any of her intentions. Accordingly 
Herod fent her thither, as- thinking his wife 
had not perceived any thing ; now flie had 
fent a good while before to Macherus, which 
was fubje< 3 ; to her father, and fo all things ne- 
celfary for her journey were made reacly for 
her by the general of Aretas’s army; and by 
that means flic foon came into Arabia, under 
the condudl of the feveral generals, who car¬ 
ried her from one to another fucceffivc ly, and 
Ihe foon came to her father, and told him of 
Herod’s intentions. So Aretas made tliis the 
firfl occalion of his enmity between liiin and , 
Herod, who had alfo feme quaric! with hiin'^ 
about their limits at the country of Ccmalilis 
I So they ralfed armies on both lides, and pre- 
j pared for war, and lent tlieir generals to ligliL 
j inflead of themfclves; and when tlicy had 
j joined battle, all Herod’s array was deliroyed 
I by the treachery of fomc fugitives, who, though 
they were of the tetrarchy of Philip, joined 
with Herod’s army. So Herod wrote about 
thefc affairs to Tiberius, who being very angry 
at the attempt made by Aretas, wrote to Vitel- 
llus to make war upon him, and cither to take 
him alive, and bring him to him in bonds, or 
to kill him, and feud him his head. This was 
the charge that Tiberius gave to the prelident 
of Syria. 

2. Now fomc of the Jews thought tliat tlie 
deftrudion of Herod’s army came from God ; 
and that very jullly, as a punilhment of wdiat 
he did againil John, that was called the Bapiifl ■ 
for Herod Hew him, who was a good man, 
and commanded the Jews to exercife virtue, 
both as to righteoufaefs towards one another, 
and piety towards God, and fo to come to bap- 

tlfm ; 

but tills, Herod-Phillp, whole wife Herod tlic tetrarch had 
married, and that in her firll luilhaud’s life-time, and 
when her firlt huflcind had illue by her; for which adul¬ 
terous »ad incelluous marriage John the Praptilt juftly iie- 
proved Herod the tetrarch, and for which reproof Isalome, 
the daughter of Herodias, by her firll hulbanfl Herod- 
Philip, who was Hill alive, occafioned him to be unjulUy 
beheaded. 
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S tifm ; for that the wafliinp; [with water] would 
be acceptable to him, if they made ufe of it, 
not in order to the putting away [or the re- 
million] of* feme fmr. [only] Imt for the puri¬ 
fication of the body j liijipofmg ftill that the 
foul was thoroughly purified l> tforc-hand by 
righteoufnefs.. Now when [many j others came 
in crowds about him, for they were greatly 
moved [or pleated] by hearing his words, He¬ 
rod, who feared lell the great influciice John 
had over the people might put it into his power 
and inclination to raife a rebellion (for they 
feemed ready to do any thing he Ihould advife) 
thought it hert, by putting him to death, to 
prevent any mifclii..f he might coule, and not { 
bring himiclf into d'diculties by fparlng a man jl 
who might make him.repent of it when it 
Haould be too late. Accordingly he eras fmt a | 
firUimer, out of Herod’s Jidpiciirus temper, to,; 
Macherua, the callle 1 before mentioned and ) 
was there put to death. Now the Jews had an } 
opinion, lirat the deilrudion of his army was | 
fent as a punilhment upon Herod, and a mark | 
of God’s difpleal’ure to him. | 

3. So.Vitellius prepared to make war with ; 
Aretas, having with him two legions of armed 1 
men ; he alfo took with him all thofe of light 
armature, and of the horfemen which belonged 
to them, and were drawn out of thofe king¬ 
doms which were under the Romans, and 

' j 

made hade for Petra, and came to Ikolemais.,; 
But as he was marching very bufily, and lead¬ 
ing his army through Judea, the principal men | 
met him, and defired that he would not thus j 
march through their land ; for that tlie laws of 
their country would not permit them to over- 
look-thofe images which were brought into it, 
of which there were a great many in their cn- 
‘ligns : fo he was perfuaded by what they laid, 
and changed that rclblution of his wliich he b.ad 
before taken in. that matter. Whereupon he 
ordered the army to march along the great 
plain, while he himfelf, with Herod the te- 
trarch, and his friends, v/.ent up to Jerufalcm, 

this fudden cxtiaAioa of silmoft the eiitin; 
lineage of llcrodthe Great, v/hich was very niiiirtcTOus, 
a.s we arc both here and, in i tire next feftion informsil, 
was not in.part as a piiniihrncnt for the grok ineelts t.-icy . 


to olfcr facrificc to God, an ancient fefiivMl of 
the Jews being then juR ajiproaching ; and 
when he had been there, and l) .'i u honourablv 
enlertaincd by the multitudo of the,Jews, he 
made a Ray there for three days, withiii wliiv:!i 
time he deprived Jonathan of the high prlcR- 
hood, and gave it to his brother Tlieophilus. 
But when, on the fourth day, letters came to 
him, which informed him of the death of T'- 
herius, he obliged the multitude ti.' take an oath 
of fidelity to Caius ; he alfo recalled his army,, 
and made them every one go !;ome, and talo- 
their wlnter-cpiartcrs liicre, liucc, upon the de 
volution of the empire upon Gaius, he had not 
the like authority of making this w.ir which lie 
had before. It was all'o lejioitcd, that whci 
Aretas heard of the comine; of Xhtellius to light 
him, lie faid, upon his ronfukiug the diviners, 
that it was impoliiblc that this army of Vitel- 
lius could enter Petra ; for that one ol the 
rulers, would die, either he that gave orders for 
the war, or he (hat was marching at llie others 
defire, in onlertobe fuhrcrviciit to liis will, or 
die he againR whom this army war. prep.tred. 
So Vitdlius truly retired to Antioch ; but 
Agrippa, the Ion of AriRobulus, went up to 
Rome a year before (he death of Tiberius, in 
order to treat of fornc afluirs with tlu; emjieror 
if he might be permitted fo to do. 1 liave now 
a miiul to deferibe Herod and hi:; family, how 
it fared with ih.em, partly bccaufe it is fuitable 
to this hilU'ry to Ipeak of that matter, aiul 
jiartly becaule tlii.s thing is a demouRration of 
the int.crpolition of Ihan iucucc, liow a mukilude 
of children is oi no advantage, no more than, 
any other Rrergth that mankind fit their hearts 
upon, bcfidcs tliole ads of jiiety which are 
done towards God; for it happened that, 
within the revolution of an hundred years, the- 
poRerity of Herod, vdtich were a great many in 
number, were, excepting a lev,, littcrly ddlroy-. 
eel.*' One may well apply tins fim the inRruc- 
tioa.;of mankind, and learn thence hov; uiiha'p-. 

py 

were fr.2(|U'j;a!y guihv of in marrying their ov/n ti.v-; 
anti-nieces, wcfi tit'tcrre.'i to he coiirulcrc.). See 
xviii,, 6 , 7. xii. 10. A»(J fioliiiu, De iLuji, fh,. 
2(19/270. 
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3''y llicy were ; 
ct' Aj;iipp;i, who 
•A’Oithy of ailiniralion, 
piivalc man, beyond all the cxpcdlation of 
ihofc tliat knew him, advanced to great power 
tnd aut-hority. 1 have laid fomdlung of them 
formcily, but I iball now alfo fpeak accurately 
about them. 

a, llr.KOi) the Urcat hacl two diugUtei:; by 
Marianine, tlic [grand J d:uj;;lncr of I lyreanus ; 
die one was Salamp/io, who wo'w married to 
t'hafaclus, her firil coulin, who was himfelfthe 
fon of I'hafaclu'', Herod’s biother, l)er father 
making the match ; ih.c tnher veas Gyprns, who 
was herjcli married alio to h.er hrft couf n An- 
lipatcr, the ion ('f Salome, Ilctod’s filler. I’ha- 
iaelus had fvc eitildren by Salampfio ; Antipa- 
ter, Herod, and Alexander; and two daugh¬ 
ters, Alexandra and (lypioj; wlfich laft Agrip- ' 
pa, the fon of Ariftohulus, married ; and 11 - 
mius of Cyprus married Alexandra ; he was a 
man of note, hut had by her no eitildren. A- 
grippa had, by Cypres, two fons ,;n;i I’-’-ee 
daughters ; wliich daugltters were named Ber¬ 
nice, IMariamnc, and Drufiila ; but tlic 'lamcs 
of the fon,. w'crc Agrippa and Drufns, ol which 
Dnifis dietl before he came to the yvnirs ol pu¬ 
berty; but tlicir father Agrippa was brouglit up 
with his (nher brethren, Herod and Arifobu- 
lus ; for thtfe were dl'o the fon.s of the fon of 
I h u'd thiC ( Ircat, by llerniee ; hut Bernice was 
the thmihtcr of Cofahann, and ot S.tlomc, 
who was If rod's filler. Arlilohulus left thefe 
infants, when he was f! lin by his fnher, to¬ 
gether with his brother y\lex:indcr, as avc have 
already related. But when they w'cre arrived 
at vears of puberty, this Herod, the brother of 
Agilppa, married Mari.nnnc, the daughter of 
< llympias, vvho was the daughter of Herod the 
king, and of Jofeph, the fon of jofeph, who 
was brother to Herod the king, and had by 
her a fon, AriilcAulus ; but Ariftobulus, the 
third brother of Agrippa, inanied Jotape, the 
ujuglitcr of Sainpligeramus, king of Kmefa ;* 
they had a datigluer who was dgaf, whofe 

* T;,i w arc coins hill eictijint uf this Emef.i, as Span- 

ti I ’.,L I '.t Ua. 


name alfo was Jotape ; and thefe hitherto wery- 
the children of the male-line. But Hcrodia's, 
their lifter, was married to Herod [Philip] the 
the fon of Herod the Great, who'vwas horn of 
Mariamne, the daughter of Simon the higli 
prieft, who had a daughter, Salome; after whoii" 
birth Heredias took upon her to confound the 
laws of our country, nd divorced herfdf from 
her hufband while he w’as alive,, and was mar¬ 
ried to Herod [Antipas] her hnfltand’s brother 
by the father’s lidc ; he was tetrarcli of Galilee . 
hut her daughter Salonu' was married to i'hilip, 
the fon of Herod, and tetiatrch of I'raehrnili.'-; 
and as he died childlefs, Ariftobulus, the fon ol' 
Herod, the brother of Agrippa, niairied her;, 
they had three Ions, Herod, Agrippa, and Aiii-^ 
tobuius ; and this was the pofte' Hy of Piiaiaelna 
and f-ialampiio. But the daughter of Antijiater, 
by fiypros, was Cypros, whom Alexis Sclcia<, 
the Ion of Alexas, married; they had a daugh¬ 
ter, Cypros ; but PIcrod and Alexander, who, 
as we told yen, were the brothers of Antipater, 
died childiefs. As to Alexander, the Ion e>f 
Picrod the king, who was ftain by his father, 
he liad Ions, Ale.xander and Tigrancs, by the 
daughter of Archelaus, king of Cappadocia ; 
Tigranes, who was king of Armenia, was ac- 
cnlod at Rome, and died childiefs; Alexander 
had a fon of the fame name with his brother 
Tigrancs, and was fent to take pofl'effion of the 
kingdom of Armenia by Nero ; he had a fon, 
Alexander, who married Jotape,f the (laugh¬ 
ter of Aiitiochus, the king of Commagena ; 
Yf’fpaftan made him king of an ifland in Cici- 
lia. But thefe defeendants of Alexander, foon 
after their birth, deferted the Jewifli religion, 
and went over to that of the Greeks ; but for 
the reft of the daughters of Herod the king, it 
happened that they died childiefs. And as 
thefe defeendants of Herod, whom we have e- 
niimerated, were in being at the fame time 
that Agrippa the Great took the kingdom, and 
I have now given an account of them, it re¬ 
mains that 1 relate the fcveral hard fortunes 

which 

^ Spanheiin alfo iRforms us of a com Hill eatant of this 
1 Jotape, daugliter of the ktftg of Cojiimagena. 
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it will alfo Ihciv ns the hiftory 
, as he was a perloa moll 
fo was he from a 



(whicjh befel .Agrippa, and how he got clear of j 
mem, and was advanced to the greateft height 
of dignity and power. 


CHAT. VI. 

Of the Navlgdtioi’t of King Agrippa to Rome, | 
to "Tiberius Ceefar ; and hoiv, upon his being ' 
accufed by his own FreeJ-nian, he iva^ bound; 
h'nv aJfo be^^was fet at Liberty by Cains, after j 
Tiberius's Death, and was made King <f the j 
Tetrarely of Philip. j 

§ I. A I.ITTLE before the death of lierod 
the hing, Agrippa lived at Rome, | 
and was generally brought up and converlcd , 
with Drufus, the emperor Tiberius’s fon, and 
cunrradled a friendihip with Antonia, the wife 
of Drufus the Great, who had his mother Ber¬ 
nice in great efteem, and was very dcfirous of 
advancing her fon. Now, as Agrippa was by na¬ 
ture magnanimous and generous in the prefents 
he made, while his mother was alive this inclina¬ 
tion of his mind did not appear, that he might 
be able to avoid Iter anger for fuch his extrava¬ 
gance ; but when Bernice-was dead, and he 
was left to his own conduit, he fpent a great 
deal extravagantly in his daily way of living, 
and a great deal in the immoderate prefents he 
made, and thofe chiefly among Cxfar’s freed- 
men, in order to gain their alhftance, infomuch, 
that he was in a little time reduced to poverty, 
and could not live at Rome any longer. Ti¬ 
berius aifo forbade the friends of his deceafed 
fon to come into his fight, bccaufe on feeing 
them he Ihould he put in mind of his fon, and 
his grief would thereby be revived. 

2. For tiiefe reafons he went away from 
Rome, and failed to Judea} hut in evil circum- 
ftanCes, being' deje^«J with the lofs of that 
money which he once had, and becaufe he had 
not wherewithal to pay his creditors, who were 
many in number, and fuch as gave him no 
room for efcaping them. Whereupon he k^w 
hot what to do j-'^lby fpr fliamc of his prefcnt 
;;»ondiuon, he retired to a certain tower at Ma- . 

latha, in Idumea, and had thoughts of bllmg 

hlmfelfj hdt his wife C^tOs perceived Im inten* 


tions, and tried all forts of methods to divert him 
from Ills taking fuch a couric ; fo (he font a let¬ 
ter to his llflcr Herodi.i':, who vr is now tlir wile 
of ilernd the tetrarch, and I1.1 !i' i knov; y\gtin- 
})a’s luxTcnt dclign, ainl wh.it nt'-(J)hy it was 
which drove h.iin liicrtto; an;! dc' rid, her, as a 
klnf'.voinan of his, to give him her help, amd 
to cnjMgc her huiband to do the fame ; liner 
file law how Ihe alleviated llicl'e her huiband’s 
troubles ail lire could, althougli lire hid nor tim 
like wealth to do it withal. So tlicy lent for him, 
and allotted him Tiberias for his habitation, and 
appointed him Ibinc income of uu ncy for his 
maintenance, and made liini a magillrate of 
that city, by way of honour to him. Yet did 
not Herod long continue in that icfolntion of 
fiipporting him, though even that fnpport was 
not fufficient for him ; for as once they were 
at a feaft at Tyre, and in their cups, and re¬ 
proaches Were call upon one anotlicr, Agrippa 
thought that was not to be borne, while Ilcrocl 
hit him in the teeth with his poverty, and with 
his owing his ncccflary food to liim ; So he 
went to Fhiccus, one that had been conful, and 
had been a very great fiicrulto him at Rome 
formerly, and was now prefident of Syria. 

3. Hereupon Idaccus received him kindly, 
and he lived with liim. I'laccus had allb with 
him tlicre Ariflohulus, wdio was indeed Agrip- 
pa’s brother, but was at variance wnth him ; 
yet did not their enmity to one another hinder 
the friendihip of Flaccus to them both, but hill 
they were honourably treated by him. How¬ 
ever, Arillobulus did not abate of Jus iil-vvill to 
Agrippa, till at length he brought him into ill 
terms with Flaccus; the occalion of bringing- 
on which ellraugement was this: The Damaf- 
cens were at difference with the Sidonians about 
their limits, and, when Flaccus w^as about to 
hear the caufe between them, they uiulcrftood 
that Agrippa had a mighty influence upon 
him ; fp they dcfircd that he would be of their 
ffde, and for that favour propnifed him a great 
deal of money ; lb he w'as zealous in affifting 
the Damafeens as far as he was able. Now 
Ariftobulus had gotten intelligence of this pro- 
7 X mife 
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niile of 'noncy to him, and accufed him to 
FUccus of the lame ; and’ when, upon a tho- 
CKainiuation of theinii''cr, it appeared 
’plainly lo to ho, he rcjev-d'cci \ ripp i out of the 
’liiuilKi' (tt’ hr. friend-. So he was reduced to 
the utiiioil ncccflity, and c iiuc to Ptolemais ; 
and, hecatifc he knew not where cll'c to get a 
livelihood, he thought to fail to Itdy: hut as 
he w^r redrained from lo doing hy want of 
monev, he deiiretl Marfyas, wha was his freed- 
mau, to hml forno method for ptocuting him 
If) much as he wanted f*r t'uat purpofe, by bor- 
row'ng I'urh a fuin of fome pcilon or other. 
So Ma' fva:. dti'ned of IVtcr, who was the freed- 
man oi Bernice, y\giippv’s inotini, and by the 
right of her tcllamcu was bcipicathcd to An¬ 
tonia, to lend him lb much upon Agrip-pa’s 
oi|Sn bond and fecunty ■. hut lie accufed Agrip- 
pa of having dcfiauded him of certain fums of 
money, and I'o obliged ivlarfyas, vvlien he iTividc 
the bond oi 20,000 Atti.. diachma:, :oai,^ept 
of eyoo diacinn.c ■* lei's tiian nli.it he delired, 
which the otlicr allowed of, becaufc he could 
not help it. l^pon the receipt of this money, 
Agrippt came to Anthedon, and took llaipping, 
.and was going to ht fail ; but llcrennius Ca- 
pito, who was the procurator of Jamiiia, lent 
a hantl of Ibldlcrs to demand of him 300,000 
drachinx of lilver, which were hy him owdng 
to (’.cfar’s treafury wlulc lie was at Rome, ami 
i'o foued him to ihiy. ^ 11c then pietcnded tliat 
h.' would do as he hul him ; bir, when night 
cainc on, cut his cables, and went 01% and 
failed,to Alexandria, v=ih lo lie dehred Alex¬ 
ander tlie alabarc hf to lend fiiin 200.r so drach¬ 
ma •, but he f.ld he would not lend it to him, 
hut would not refufe it Cypros, as greatly af- 
tonidied at hw aU'edioa to her hufband, and at 
the other inftanccs c.f hci virtue, fo ibc under¬ 
took to repay it. Accordingly Alexander paid 
them live talents at Alexandria, and promifed 
to pay him the rcll of that fum at Dicearchia 
[Puteoli] ; and this he did out of the fear hift 
was in that Agrippa would ibon fpenJ it. So : 

• Spanlieim obferves, that wc have here an ittftance of 
the Attic quantity of winch w»s the eighth 

part of the original fuoi, or 12 & I-2 yirr gmfo for fucii is 


tliib Cypros fet her hufband free, and difmilled 
him to go on with his navigation to Ital), 
while Ihc and her children departed for Judea. 

4. Ajxd now Agrippa jvas come lo Puteoli, 
I vvlienee In; wrote a letter to Tiberius Cccfar, 
j who then lived at Caprerc, and told him, that 
' he was come fo far in order to wait on him, 
and to pay him a vilit; and defired that lie 
would give him leave to come over to Capre.e : 
So Tiberius made no difficulty,, but wrote to 
' him in an obliging way in other rcipetfls, and 
withal told him he was glad of his I'afc itiurn, 

I and defired him to come lo Capre;e; and when 
j he was come, he did not fail to neat him a.s 
I kindly as he had promifed him in his letter 
^ to do. But the next day came a letter to C.X‘- 
1 far from llcicmnius Capito, to inform him, 
[ that Agrippa had borrowed 300,000 dracluii.e, 
and not paid it at the time appointed ; but 
when it was demanded of him, he ran away, 
like a fi g'dve, cm of the places undci his go- 
vcinmcnt, and pUt it out of his p nvci to get 
the money of liiin. \\ hen Cxiar had read this 
letter, he was much troubled at it, and gave 
order that Agrippa fhould be excluded from his 
jircfenuc, until he had paid that debt: upon 
which lie was no way daunted at C.Tfar’s anger, 
but entreated Antonia, the mother of Cerma- 
iiicus, and of Claudius, who was afterward Cx- 
i'aj himfclf, to lend him thofe 300,000 drach¬ 
ma;, that he might not be deprived of I'lbc- 
rius’s fricndfliip : lb, out of regard to the me¬ 
mory of Bernice his mothcx (for thole two wo¬ 
men were very familiar \Vith one another) and 
out of regard to his and Claudius’s education 
together, Ihe lent him the money; and, upon 
the payment of this debt, there, was nothing to 
I hinder Tiberius’s friendlhip tQ.bitp. After this 
! Tiberius Caffiar recommeftded tQ him his grand- 
I fou,t and ordered, that be.lhould always ac- 
i company him when, he went abroad. But,. 
I upon Agrippa,’s kind reception, by Antonia, he 
betook Mnwlf to pay his refge^s to Caius,. 

.who 

the |jrtiport 5 c>n of 7,500 to aOiOoe*. - 
f of -the 
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garil to the that were under them ; for 


Who was her grandfon, and in very high repu* 
tation by reafou of the good,wi!l they bare his 
father"h Now there was one Thallus, a frccd- 
mau of (hd'ar, of whom iic borrowed a mil¬ 
lion of drachniT, and thence rep lid Antonia 
■the debt he owed her; and, by i'pending the 
overplus in paying his couit to (hiius, became 
a perfon of great authority witli him. 

5. Now, as the fricndfliip whicli Agrippa 
had for Caius was come to a great height, there 
happened fome words to pais between them, 
as they once were in a cliariot together, con¬ 
cerning Tiheriua ; Agrippa praying [to God] 
(for they two lat by thcmfclve?) that “ Tiberi¬ 
us migfit loon go olF the ftage, and leave the 
^government to Gaius, who was in every refpeifl 
more worllrv of it.” Now Eutychus, who 
was Agrippa’;: frced-inan, and drove his chari¬ 
ot, heard tlicfc words, and at that time faid 
nothing of them ; bat when Agrippa accufed 
him of fteering fome garments of his (which 
was certain!^, true) he ran away fiom liim ; ' 
but vvhetr he was caught, and i rought before | 
Pifo, who was governor of the city, and the 1 
man was afked, why he ran away ? he replied, , 
that he had fomewhat to fay to Ca;far, that j 
tended to his fecurity and prefervation : fo Pilo 
bound him, and font him to Caprcsc. But 
Tiberius, according to his ufual cuftom, kept 
hint Hill in bonds, being a delayer of all’airs, 
if there ever was any other king or tyrant that 
was fo ; for he 31 d not admit amhalladors 
quickly, and no fuccelFors were difpatched a- 
way to governors or procurators cf the prt)- 
vinccs, that had been formerly fent, unlcfs 
they were dead; whence it was, that he was 
fo n^ligent in hearing the caufes of pvifoners; 
infomucN, that whea he was alked by his 
Triends, what Was ihe reafon of his delay in 
fuch cafes, he faid, That “ he del.iyed to hear 
ambaiTadors, left;, upon their quick difmiffion, 
other arabaffadors fhould be appointed, ajul 
return upt)a hiiii ; and fo he ihouM bring 
rouble upon himfblf in their public reception 
‘difpifllon ; that he permitted thofe gover¬ 
nors, wlio had been fMtjdhO! to fheir gpvearn* 
ments [to ftay there a but of rc- 


th.if all governors are naturally dlfpofed to g<.t 
as much is they can, and that thole wlto .ire 
not to ii\ there, hut to ilay a lliorc time, and 
that at an uncertaiuty wiicn they lhall by turn • 
od ont, ilo the more fcveri.ly huii\' themioKw . 
on to llccce the people ; hnt that, if their go- 
vermnent be long continued to them, tliey ate 
at lalUatialcd with the ipoils, as having gotten 
a vail deal, and fo become at length lei's lliarp 
in their pillaging; but that, if ltKceili)is ate 
lent quickly, the poor fubjecls, ^^h,l arc cv- 
pofed to them as a prey, will not i>c able to 
bear tlic new ones, while tluy lhal! not have 
the lame time allowed them whcncin their pi e- 
decclfors had idled tlicmleh cs, and lo grew more 
unconcerned about getting moie; and this bg- 
caid'c they arc removed before they have h.id 
time [I'or their opprcfTions.] I Ic gave them an 
example to ftiew his meaning ; A great number 
of Hies came about the loic places of a man 
tli^'i had been wounded; upon which one of 
the iianders-bye pitied the man’., mi'iouune, 
and, thinking lie was not able to drive tludc 
llies awmy himfelf, was going to drive them 
a\.\'.y for him ; but he prayed liim to let them 
alone: llie other, by way of reply, .dkc’d fnii 
the reafou of fuch a ]ircpniierous jnoceedin;,, 
in preventing relief from Ins prefnt mifeiy ; 
to which he anfwcrcd, If thou drivelf theie 
flics away, thou wilt hurt me wmic ; for, as 
thefc arc already full of my IjIckjcI, they do not 
crowd about me, nor pain me i’o mr.cli as be¬ 
fore, but arc fometimes more lemii;, v,bile the 
frelk ones that come almoft familhed, and fmd 
] me quite tired down alretuly, will be my de- 
ftriuftion. For this caufe therefore it is that I 
am myfelf careful not to fend fuch new 'o y: t- 
’ nors perpetually to thofe my fuhjedlSjW ho are .d - 
I ready fuificiently haralTetl by many opjaxlllons, 

; as may, like thefe flies, farther dlllrei's them; 

I and fo, befides their natural defue of gain, 
inay have this additional incitement to it, tijat 
they cuxpedi to be fuddcniy deprived cf tlut 
pleafure which they take in it.” Ancl,>as a 
farther atteftation to what I fay of the (iiiatoj-y 

'n.uurt' 
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nature of Tiberius, I appeal to this his pra( 9 :ice 
itfelf; for, altliougli he were emperor twenty- 
two years, he font in ail but two procurators 
to govern the nation of the Jews, (J-ratus, and 
his fueceiflbr in the government, Pilate. Nor 
was he. in one way of adlipg with refpedt to 
the Jew's, and in another with rcrpc6t to the 
red of his fubjeth. He farther informed them, 
that, even in the hearing of the caufes of pri- 
foners, he made fuch delays, “ becaufe im¬ 
mediate death to thofe that mull he condemned 
to die, would be an alleviation of their prefent 
mifetics, while thofe wicked wretches have not 
deforved any fuch favour; but I do it, that, 
by being harafled with the prefent calamity, 
they may undergo greater mifery.” | 

6 . On this account it was that Eutychus 
cOiild not obtain an hearing, but was kept flill 
in prifon. However, fome time afterward, | 
Tiberius came from C.iprese to Tufculanum, 
w hich is about an hundred fm longs from Rome. 
Agrippa then defired of Antonia, that Ihe 
would procure an hearing for Eutychus, let 
the matter wdiereof he accuied him prove what 
It w'ould. Now Antonia was greatly efteemed 
bv Tiberius on all accounts, from the dignity 
of lier relation to him, who had been his bro¬ 
ther Drufns's wife, and from her eminent 
cliaftity;* for though fire were hill a yoting 
woman, Ihc continued in her widowhood, 
and refufed all other matclics, although Au- 
guPtU^ li.ul enjoined her to be married to fome 
bodv elfc; vet did Ihe all along preferve her 
'Imputation free from reproach. She iiad been 
;dfo the gic.ueil benef.tdlrefs to Tiberius, when 
there Wvis a very dangerous plot laid againft 

* 'i'l.ih lutih cnmmen< 3 .itinn of Antonia for marrying 
ln't pven hi,R, atul iuppoled uifewhere, Atitiq. 

T/. XVif. cli. 3.iii. { 4. aiul tins notwithllanding the itrong- 
;il; tenipMions, thews how IjonouraWe finglc marriages 
w.-rre, heth among flu* Ji ws ami Roman'., ni the days of 
jofcplniii and ot the apollU.''., and takes away much oftliat 
i'urpiue which the taodeTii riotellants have at thofe 
*« i the apt.lUes, whi re no widows, but thofe* w'ho Rad Bcffil; 
•Jic whes of ow hujhand only, aife taken info the chtirdt- 
• lift; and no bifliops, pritllg, or deacons, arc allowed to 
iiiaTiy more than once*, v. ithout leaving off to officiate as 
'ckrgyAen any longer.. ReC'Shtlke il. ’ t ?Pi«tt. v. tt,’ 
1 2, til. 2,12. Tit. i. 6 . Con. Apeft. B. II. f Vl, ■ 


him by Sejanus^ a man who had been her huf- 
band’s friend, an^ who had the greateft autho¬ 
rity, becaufe he was general of the army, and 
when many members of the fenate, and many 
oi' the frecd-tTfen joined with him, and the 
folditry was corrupted, and the plot was come 
to a great height. Now Sejanus had certainly 
gained his point, had not Antonia’s holdncf. 
been more wifely condutSled than Sejanus's 
malice ; for, when fhe had difeovered his dc- 
figns againft Tiberius, flic wrote him an exadl 
account of the whole, and gave the letter to 
Pallas, the moft faithful of her fervants, ami 
fent him to Capreae to Tiberius, who, when 
he underftood it, flew Sejanus and his confc-^ 
I derates; fo that Tiberius, who had her in' 
great efteem before, now looked upon her 
witli ftill greater rcfpedl, and depended upon 
her in all things. So, when Tiberius was de- 
fired by this Antonia to examine Eutychus, he 
anfwered, “ If indeed Eutychus hath falfely ac- 
cufed Agrlppa in what he hath faid of him, he 
hath had fufficient punifhmcnt by what I have 
done to him already ; but if, upon examination, 
the accufation appears to be true, let Agrippa 
liave a care, left, out of defire of puniftiing 
his freed-man, he do not rather bi ing a punifli- 
ment upon himfelf.” Now, when Antonia 
told Agrippa of this, he was ftill much more 
prefling tliat the matter might be examined 
into; fo Antonia, upon Agrippa’s lying hard 
at her continually to beg this favour, took the 
following opportunity: as Tiberius once lay at 
I eafe upon his fedan, and was carried about, 
and Caius her grandfon and Agrippa were be¬ 
fore 

Can. B. XVII. Grot, in Luc. ii. 36. anft Refponf. ad Con- 
fult. Caffand. p. 44. and C^tekt. in ConftUut. B. VI. § 17. 
And note, that Tertulliair owns this law, ag.iinft ftcond 
marriages of tire clergy, had been once at le.ift executed 
in his time, and heavily complaihs dfewhere, that the 
breach thereof had not been atytays punifficd by the ca¬ 
tholics, asdt ought to have been. |crom, fpeaking of the 
ill repUta^B of marrying twice, fays. That no fuch per- 
fon cotild bfe dhofen into the Clergy in hb day*; which 
Auguftuie'te#|lcs alfo; and for Epiphanius, rntiatt-tStplicr, 
hf i» cleatyajdlyil to the fdine purpofej antlaffaySj 'th... 
■! Chftrrh in ins days ; 

fbwicif#''author6 us. 
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\fore liim after dinner, flic walked by the fedan, 
and defired hun to call jh-itvchu;',, and have him 
examined ; to which he ru{)licd, “ O Antonia, j 
the gods are my witncilcs, that 1 am induced i 
to do what I am going to do, not hy my own 'i 
• inclination, but becaulc I am fou'cd lu it by 
thy jn-ayers.” Wltcn he had I'aid this, lie or¬ 
dered Macro, who fuccccded Sioianus, to bring 
Kutychus to .him ; accordingbg without any j 
delay, he was brought. Then Ti'xiiir, alked j 
liim, what he had to fay againfr a man \\ ho j 
had given him his liherly ? Upmi which he i 
laid, “ L> m.y lord, this Cains, and Agrippa 
with Itim, were once riding in a chariot, wlicn ; 
I lilt at their feet, and, ami/Ug many other dil- 
I comics that palfcJ., Agrlppa laid to Cains, O 
that llie day woiiid one? come, when this old 
fellow will die, and name ihec for the gover¬ 
nor of the hahilahle earth ! (or then thio 'i'ibc- ' 
rlus, Ids giandfon, would be no Iduderaace, but 
wotdd be taken off by thee, and that earth ; 
wcadd be happy, and I happy alfu.” Now 
'i'ilvrius took thei’e to be truly Agrij-ipa's words, , 
ami hearing a grudge withal at Agrippa, be- 
eatde, wdien he had commanded him to pay 
Ids refpeils to 'Tiberius, his grandfon, and tin; 
fon of Drufus, Agrippa had not paid him that 
refnedl, hut diioheyed ltd. commands, and trans¬ 
ferred all his regard to Cains ; lie laid to Ma¬ 
cro, “ Bind this man.” But Macro not dif- 
tiiiflly knowing which of them it was whom 
he bid him bind, and not cxpcdling that he 
would have any fiich thing done to Agrippa, 
be forbore, and came to alk more dillinclly 
what it was that lie laid ? But, when Ckclar had 
gone round the hippodrome,, he found Agrip¬ 
pa Handing : “ For certain,” faid he, “ Macro, 
this is the man I meant to have hound : ” and 
•when he Hill afked, “ Which of thefc is to he 
hound ? ” he faid, “ Agrippa.” Upon which 
Agrippa betook himfelf to make fujiplication 
for himfelf, putting him in mind of his fon, 
wick whom be was brought up, and of Tibe¬ 
rius [his grandfon] whom he had educated: 

' hut uU to no purpol'e ; for they led him about 

* Dr. Hvidfon here takes notice, out of Scncca, Epi/llc 
V. tlut dlls was the cuilom <jf Tiberius, to couple the 


bound even in bit purp'Io garmenu. It was 
alto \t)v I'.fjt weather, and chev had but litt! ' 
wiiiL to their meal ; lu ti.U h • \'.!s very tlfit- 
ty : he was all" in a I'lit ot ag''..v, and tool, 
tliio to..',tmem ol Ifiiu luinouhv : .1 iu-plare- 
(uve I i\v (me ol (. fi:' 's (1 ives, v, In ! • i.rnc was 
'] /■.i;/,nnf!iis, canning i<m.e .v.Ui 1 in a \'_!]ei, lie 
deiired lliat lie ivouid 1ft liirn dilnk; I'oihe 
Li\ant gave him fume wi'cr to diii.lt, and he 
(itauk heartily, and laid, “ () thou buy, this 
lervh'c ol thiue to me nill he lor thy advar* 
tage ; for, if 1 oiu'e gctcle.ir (f tlicl mv hotu!., 

1 vill loon procuie thee thv liecdt’tn utTiaiu.!, 
who haft not heui waiitim;- to nfm.dler to me 
now 1 am in liom!'., in the lame nn'inor as 
when I was in mv I’onnor Hate and dignity. 
Nor did he deceive him in what ht promiiC! 
him, hut made Ifiin ameiui.s fur what he ha'l 
now done ; for, wlien afterward Agrippa wa* 
come to the kingdom, he took particular care 
of 'riiaumallu.s, and got him liis Ulxsly' ironi 
Cains, and made liim the lleward oi ei Ids own 
(‘(late ; and, wlicn he died, he left liim to A- 
grippa his Ion, and to Bernice his dattghter, to 
rniniller to them in llic liime capacity. 'Flie' 
man alfo grew old in that honourable })o(l, and 
therein died. But all this happened a e/ioJ 
while later. 

y. Now Agrippa Hood in his bonds before 
tlie royal palace, and leaned ( ii a certain tree 
for grief, with many others who were in hond» 
alio ; and a;; a ccitain laird fat upon the tree 
on which Agrippa leaned (llie Romans c.dl tliis 
bird bubo) [an owl] one of ih.ole tliat were 
hound, a Cermau by nation, law liim, and afk¬ 
ed a foldicr, who tliat man in purple wa.s ? and 
when he was informed that Ids name Vv.i-. A- 
grippa, and that he was by nation a Jew, an.] 
one of the principal men of that nation, h^ 
afked leave of llie foldicr to whom he was 
bound,* to let him come nearer to him, to 
fpeak wit!) him ; for that he had a mind to en¬ 
quire of him about fomc things relating to his 
country : which liberty wlicu he bad obtained, 

and 

prifoncr, raid tiie foldier tliat guarded liim, togctiier ilB 
the fame tliaiii. ’ 

7 Y 
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anJ he flood near him, he laid thus to him 
by an intcrpi tter, That “ this fudden change 
of thy condition, O young man, is grievous to 
thee, as bringing on thee .a manifold and very 
great adverllty; nor wilt thou l)elievc me, when 
I foretcl how thou v;iir get clear of this mifery 
which thou art now under, and liow Divine 
Providence will provide for thee. Know, there¬ 
fore (and I appeal to my own country-gods, as 
well as to the gods of this place, who have a- 
warded thefe bonds to us) that all I am going 
to lay about thy concerns Ihall neither be laid 
for favour nor bribery, nor out of an endeavour 
to make thee cheerl'ul without caule ; for liich 
predidlions, when they come to fail, make the 
grief at lall, and in c,aj ucll, more bitter than if 
the party had never heard of any fuch thing. 
However, tluaigh I run the hazard of my own 
felf, I think it lit to declare to thee the predidlion 
of the gcxls. It cannot be that thou Ihouldcll 
long conrinue in thefe bonds; but thou wilt 
foon be delivered from them, and wilt i)c pro¬ 
moted to the higheft dignity and power, an.d 
thou wilt be envied- by all thole who now pity 
thy hard fortune ; and thou wilt be happy till 
thy death, and wilt leave tiiat thine happiuefs 
to the children whom thou lhalt have. But 
do*thou remember, when thou I'cclt this bird 
again, that thou wilt tlien live but five days 
longer. This event will be brought to pafs by 
th.at God who hath lent this bird hither to be 
a liga unto thee. And I cannot but think it 
nnjuft to conceal from thee what I foreknow 
concerning thee, tlnit, by thy knowing before¬ 
hand what happinefs is coming upon thee, thou 
maycfl not regard thy prefent misfortunes. But, 
when this happlnefs ihall actually liefal thee, do 
not forget wliat mifery f am in myfelf, but en¬ 
deavour to deliver me.” So, when the Ger¬ 
man had laid this, he made Agrippa laugh .at 
him as much as he afterward appeared woilhy 
of adroiratioa. But now Antonia took Agrip- 
pa’s misfortune to heart; however, to fpeak 
to Tiberius on his behalf Ihe took to be 
a very dllEcult thing, and indeed quite iraprac- 

Tiberius, his own gr tncl^p, and Caius, his brviher 
Druftts’s graivJioE. 


tlcahle, a& to any hope of fuccefs : yet did flic 
procure of Macro, that the foldiers that kept 
iiim fliould be of a gentle, nature; and that the 
centurion who wa.s over them, and to diet 
with him, Ihould. be of the fame difpofition; 
and that he might have leave to bathe himfclf 
every day ; and that his freed-men and friends 
might come to him ; and that other things that 
tended to cafe him might be indulged him. So 
his friend Silas came in to him, and two of his 
freed-men, Marfyas and Stechns, brought him 
fuch forts of food as he was fond of, and in¬ 
deed took great care of him. '1 licy alfo brought 
him garments, under pretence of felling them, 
and when night came on, they laid them un¬ 
der him ; and the foldiers afl'ifted them, as Mcir- 
cro had given them oulcr to do before-band. 
And this was Agiijipa’r. condition for fix months 
time, and in this cafe were his affairs. 

8 . But lor Tiberius, upon bis return to Ca~ 
prese, he fell lick. At lirll his diffemper was 
but gentle i but, as that diffemper incrcafed 
upon him, he had fmall or no hopes of reco¬ 
very. Hereupon he bid Euodiis, who was 
that freed-man whom he moft of all refpedled, 
to bring the children^ to him ; for, that he want¬ 
ed to talk to them before he died. Now he Inid 
at prefent no tons of his own alive ; for Dru- 
fus, who was his only fon, was dead ; but 
Drufus’s fon Tiberius was ftill living, whole 
additional name was Gemellus^ There was alfo 
living Caius, the fon of Germanicus, who was 
the fon f of his brother [Drufus] ; he was now 
grown up, and had had a liberal education, and 
was well improved by it, and was in effeem 
and favour with the people, on account of the 
excellent charader of his father Germanicus, 
who had attained the higheft honour among 
the multitude, by the firmnefs of his virtuous 
behaviour, by the eafinefs and agreeablenefs of 
his converfing with the multitude, and becaufc 
the dignity he was in did not hinder his fami¬ 
liarity with them all, as if they were his equals; 
by which behaviour, he was not only greatly 

el\eemed 

f So I corre^i Jofephus’s copy, which calls fecriinani- 
CW5 his biQtlier, who Was his laroUkr’s foo.' 
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’ eftsemed by.the people and the fenatej biit by 
every one of thofe nations that were I'ubje^t 
to the Romans; feme of which were afre<^ed, 
when they came to .him, with the graccfulnefs 
of their reception by him ; and others were 
■ affefted in the fame manner by the report of 
the others that, had been-with him: and upon 
liis death, there was a ,lamentation made by all 
men ; not fuch an one as was to be made in 
way of flattery to their rulers, while they did 
but counterfeit forrovv, but fuch as was real; 
while every body grieved at his death, as if 
they had loll one that was near to them. And 
truly fuch had 1,'ccn his eafy convcrfitinn with 
men, that it turned greatly to the advantage 
k af his foil among all j and, among others, the 
foldiery were lo peculiarly alVeilcd to him, 
that they recken -d it an eligible thing, if neetl 
were, to die them fives, if lie might hut attain 
to the government.. 

9. But when dlheriiis had given order to 
F.uodus to bring the children to him the next 
day in the morning, he prayed to his country- 
gods to Ihew him a manifeil fgnal, which of 
thofe children fliould come to the government; 
being \ery defirous to leave it to his fon’s fon, 
but llill depending upon Avhat God fliould furc- 
fliew concerning them, m.ore than upon his. 
own opinion and inclination ; fo he made this 
to be the omen, that the government fliould 
lie left to him who fliould come to him frit the 
next day. When he liad thus refolved with¬ 
in liimfelf, hefent to his grandfon’s tutor, and, 
ordered him to bring-the child to him early in 
the morning, as fuppolingthat God would per¬ 
mit him to be made emperor. But God prov¬ 
ed oppofite to his delignation p for v^hile Tibc- 
riiis was thus contriving, matters, and as foon 
ns it was at all day, he bid Euodus to call in 
that child .which .fliould be there ready. So he 
went out, and found Caius before-the doorp 
for Tiberius was not yet come, hut fliaid wait¬ 
ing for his breakfaft; for Euodus knew nothing 
of what his lord intended; fo he faid to Caius, 
““ Thy.father calls thee,” and tlien brought him 

*• This is a kiievm thiag^ amojag the .Roman hliiorim*. 


in. As form as Tii)erin,s fiw Caius, and not 
before, he rclleiftell on the power of (iod, .and 
how the ability of hcllow'ing the governmer.'. 
on whom he would wru; entirely taken froei 
liim ; and thence he w.is not aide to eliahlifli 
what he had intended. So ho greatly lamciued, . 
that this power of eftahlifliing what he had be¬ 
fore contrived was taken from him, and that 
his grandfoa Tiberius was not only to lofe the 
Roman empire by this fatality, hut his oww 
lafety alfo, becaufc hi.s jirclcrvi.ilon w'ould now 
depend ujion fuch as would he more pplcnt 
than himfolf, who would think it a thing ruA 
to be borne, that a kiufman fliould live with 
them, and fo Isis relation \Wiuld not be able to 
protedt liini; but he would be i'eared and hateil 
by liiiM tiiat lia<l the fuprcmc amk.ority, part!' 

partly on '’ccouut of his perpetually contriving 
to get the government, both in order to-pre- 
lervc himfclf, and to be at the head of aflairs 
alfo. Now I'iherin.s had been verv much mvcu 

j O 

to aftrology,'*' and the calculation of nativitia?, 
and had fpent his life in the efteem of what 
predidtions had proved true, more than thofe 
whofe profeflion it was. Accordingly, when 
he. once faw Galba coming in to him, he find 
to his inoft intimate friends, Tlu.t “ there canic 
in a man that would one day liave the dignity 
of the Roman empire.” So that thi.s Tiberius, 
was more addidled to all fuch iort.-; of diviners, 
than any other of the Roman emperors, be- 
caul'e he had found them to have told him 
truth in Jus own affairs. And indeed he w.os 
now in great dlflrcfs upon this accident that 
had befallen him, and was.very much grieved 
at the deftrndtion of his fon’s I'on, which he 
forefaw, and complained'of himfelf, that he 
fliould have made ufe of fuch a method of div'-, 
nation bcfore-hancl, while it was in his power 
to have died,without grief by this knowledge 
of futurity ; whereas he was now torme-nled 
by his foreknowledge of the misfortune of fuch 
as were deareft to him, and mufl die under 

that 

> 

and'poets, that Tibcrlu$ was gieatl)' given to allrali'g.y 
ant! divin.'.tiom.. 



6.0 A N T‘I C^U r T I 1 S OF THE JEWS. Book XVIlT. 

tiiat tormri^r. N-iw, al'l'.oufvi he were dlfor- fliould be true, for they would have given 
dercu at ihl'i iint xjijticd rev i’ution of the go- large lums of money thaf it might be fo, but 
venuuont to tlioib for wisom he did not intend bccaufethcy were afraid, that if they had flrcwn 
if, he i'.vkc thus to ('laine, tlu'Uidi unwillingly their joy when the nervs proved falfe, their 
:nid ;';f'iin'l hi-; own ini'iinati')';! ; “O child! joy fliould be openly knowm, and they IhoulJ 
ahhou'.di 'riheidii- h/e ne.ner related to me than he accuied for it, and he thereLv undone, for 
tluMi art, !, by mv (e.vn determination, and this Tiberius had brouglit a vaft numlier of 
tliO corilpirirg luiirar’c (if the godr, do .Tivc, mil'crics on the bed! families of the Romans, 
and put into thy liind, the Homan emjrirc : hnee he was caiily inflamed wdlh palhou in all 
am! 1 delire thee never to he 'uimindful, wlien cafes, aird was cif fuch a temper as reirdered 
f’lOu coined to it, eilher (d my kinduels to | his anger irrtvocahle, till he had executed the 
fiice, who let thee in fo hie-i a dignity, or of j fiine, although he had tahem an lialiad agairdl 
thy relation to 'ribciius. But as thou know- men without reafon : for he was !;v nature 
oil that lam, together vvitli and after the gods, flerce in ail the fentences he gave, and made 
the procurer of io s'.veat happinefs to thee, fo 1 dc.ath the 'pemdly for the llghtcll ollcnces ; in- 
defiic that tlK'U wilt make me a return for my f)much, llie.t when the Romans hoard the 
reiuhncfs to afliil llrcc, and wilt take care of rimKnir about his deatli gladly, thco'were rc- 
Tiberius, bccaule of his nce.r relation to thee. | drained from the enjoyntent cf that plcafure" 
Befuies whicli, thou art to know, that, while ! by the dread of fiieii miferies as tlicy forcfiw 
Tiberins is alive, he will be a ieeurlty to thee, ; would follow, if their hopes proven il!-ground- 
bolh as to empire, and as tt) thy own preier- f ed. Now Niarfyas, Agrlirpia’s frecd-nuin, as 
vation 5 hut, if lie die, that will be hut a pre-j loon as he heard of Tiberius’s death, came nir- 
lude to thv own mislortuncs ; tor to be alone, i ning to tell Agrijipa the news ; and iinding him 
under the weight of fuch vail afl'iirs, is very going out to tlic bath, he gave him a nod, arid 
datircrous ; nor will the gods fuifer liioie ae- laid in the Hebrew tongue. “ The lion is 
tions, wliich arc unjullly done, contrary to dead:” who underftanding his meaning, and 
that law which dlrcds men to aT (itberwiic, ! being overjoyed at the news, “ Nay,” faid he, 
to go oil' unpunllhed.” This was t!ic Ipccch I “ but all forts of thanks and happinefs attend 
which Tiberius made, which did not pcriiiadc • thee for this news of thine; only I wifli that 
C’.aius to aA accordin'. !y, although he promited ; what thou fayefl may prove true.” Now the 
fmodo; 'out, wb; .' lie was f'.tiled in the go- centurion, who was fet to keep Agrippa, when 
\ '.'t'Uu mr, Iie too': od tliis Tiberius, as was ; he flvw with what hafle Marfyas came, and 
pred.icled !iy the otiiei I'lherius; as he tvas al- i what joy Agrippa had from what he faid, I e 
li) himfeli in no long time afterward tiain l>y a liad a fufpicion that his words implied Ibmc 
j'.eret jilot laid agiinft him. great innovation of affairs, and he aflted them 

10. So wlien 'Biberius bad at this time ap- about what was faid. They at firft diverted 
priiiUcd tliiui to he Itis I'uccellor, he out-lived j the difeourfe ; but upon bis farther pretTing, 
imt a few drpo, and then died, after he had Agrippa, without more a-do, told him, for be 
liekl the govermnent twenty-two years, five was already become his friend ; fo he joincil 
months, and three days : now C utis was the with him in that pleafure which this news oc- 
mnrr'i empernr. But wlien' the Romans un- calioned, bccaiife it would be fortunate to A- 
dertlo'Hi iha.t Tiberius was dead, they rejoiced grippa, and made him a fupper. But as they 
at the good news, hut had not courage to be- were feafling, and the cups -went about, there 
ilei e it ; not bev aifc they were unwilling it . came 

* Ttus nar.i'w'of e//■« v, often c'wn to tyrants, efpe- Efth. xiv, 13. a Tim. fv. 17. They arc altoJibrnctimt::' 
ci.itly l)v the jevv,:, f.K i as Agrippa, and probably his compared to, or rc^n'efented by wild beatts, of which tlic 
med-m.m hi.ui'yas, in crl'e:! were, Ezek. xix. i, — 9. lion is the priacipal. Dan. Yu. 3,— 8. Apoc. xiii. i, e. 
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came one ^ho faid, That “ Tiberius was ftill 
afivc, and would return to the city in a few 
days.*’ At which news the centurion was c\- 
c^’cdingly trrfublcd, hccaui'e he had done what I 
u'.ight colt him his life, to have treated fo jov- i 
'fullv a prifoner, and tliis upon the news of the i 
tleath of Cadar ; lo he ihrult Agrippa from the } 
eoneh avhereou he lay, and frid, “ Dolt thou ! 
think to cheat'"me by a he about the emperor 
without punilhment ? And Ihalt not thou pay ■ 
for this thy malicious report at the price of j 
ridne head ?” When he had lo faid, he cnxlcr- | 
cd Agrippa to he hound again (for he luul i 
loofed him hefore) and kept a fcveier guard ! 
over lihu than formerly, and in this evil condi- 
•lion w'as Agrippa that night; but the next day i 
the rumour increafed in the city, and confirm- j 
cd the news that I'ibenus ■was certainly dead ; i| 
uifornuch, that men durft now openly and tree- ) 
!r talk about it ; nay, feme off’ered lacrilices oir j 
tliat account. Several letters alfo came liom j| 
Cains, one of them to the fenate, which in- ;| 
formed them of the death of Tiberius, and of I 
his own entrance on the goa-'crnmcnt; another 
to Pifo, the governor of the city, which told 
liim the fame thing. He alfo .gave order that j 
Agrippa fhould be removed out of the camp, 
and go to-tlwt houfe where he lived hefore he , 
was put in prifoil ; lb that he was now out of , 
fear as to his own affiirs ; for although he xvere j 
ftill in cuflody, yet was it now with eafe as 
to his own affairs. Now as fooh as Cains was j 
come to Rome, and had brought Tiberius’s | 
dead body with him, and had made a furnjitu- j 
ous funeral for him, according «o the laws of j 
his country, he was much diipofcd to let A- | 
grippa at liberty that very day, hut Anto- 
flia hindered him; not out of any ill-will to ’ 
the prifoner, but out of regard to decency in | 
Cains, left that fhould make men believe that . 
he received the dearth of Tiberius with pleafurc, ' 
when he loofed one, whom he had bound, im- ; 
mediately. However, there did not many i 
days pafs ere he fent for him to his houfe, and i 
Jrad hjm ftiaved, and made him change his j 

* Although Caius now projnifeti ,to give Agrippa the 
tetrarcliy ofLyfanias, yet was it hot ail.adaally euwerred , 


raiment, after which lu; put a diadem ahou 
his head, and appo'mtc.l him to he king of th 
trtr.irrhv (h Philip. He alio goe liim the te 
tvarchy cd" Dyfanias, * and c'n’np,cJ hi; iron 
chain fir a ;!;oIdcn one ol ctpi d wc'ght.^ He 
alfo lent Marnllii-; ti^ he procoiali-'r of j'ulca. 

J I. Now in the fc:ond vcai oi t!\c reign of 
Caius (o.’fir, Agrippt defired leave t<» he given 
him to fail home, and icttle the alhurs ol his 
government, and he promiled to rciurn again, 
when he h.nl pul the rcll in order, ns it ought 
to be put. >S(', upon the emperor’s [leriuilliou 
he came into his (uvn country, and .appeared 
to them all nncxpcCledly as a king, and there¬ 
by demonftrated to the men that law him the. 
power of fortune, when they compared his 
former poverty with his jvei'eut happy afflu¬ 
ence ; fo fome called him an happy man, and 
others could not well believe that things wore 
fu much xdiangcd with liim for the belter. 


C H A Ik Vil. 

J/'yZC' Herod I be h veus hiin'ifhcd. 

' Herodlas, Agrljtpa’s filler, wIiD 

now lived as wife to ilmt Herod who 
was tetrareh of Chdilce and iVrea, took this 
authority of her hiaither in an envious manner, 
particiiLarly when Ihe law that lie iiad a greater 
dignity bellowed on idm than her hulhand had ; 
fmee when he ran .away, it was hecaufc lie was 
not able to pay Ins delit;., and now he was 
come hack, he was in a w.iy <d'dignity and of 
grc.at good lort nnc. »Slie vvas iJicreforc grieved, 
and much diiplealcd ;it lo great a mutation of 
his affairs, and cliielly when Ihc faw him 
marching among the rnuhltiule with the ufual 
cnfigns of royal authority, llie was not able 
to conceal how^ miferahle llie was, by rcafori of 
the envy Ihe had towuirds him ; but lire excilcd 
her hufliaiid, and delired him that he wmuld 
fail to Rome to court lionours equal to his: 
for die faid, That Ihe could not bear to live 
any longer, wliik^ Agyippa, the fon of that 
Ariftolnilus who was condemned to die by his 

father, 

upon him till the reign of Cl.uuiiuf, as wc leaAi Amiu. 
t XIX. chap. V. § I. 
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father, one that came to her hufband in fuch [j 
extreme poverty, that the nccellaries of life | 
forced to be cutirelr fupplied 1dm day by ; 
day; ;ind when he fled away from his credi¬ 
tors, by/ea, he now returned a kliip; ; while he 'j 
was himfelf the Ion of a king, and while the 
near relation he bare to royal autliority called ; 
upon him to gain the like dignity, he fat fill, 
and was contented with a private life. But i 
then, Herod, although thou wall formerly .not : 
concerned to be in a lower condition than thy | 
father, from whom thou wall derived, had 
been; yet do thou now feek after the dignity 
which thy kiufnan hath attained to ; and do 
not thou bear this contempt, that a man who 
admired thy riches, Ihould be in greater ho¬ 
nour than thyfelf; nor fuffer his poverty to 
ftiew itlclf able to pureliafc greater things than 
cur abundance ; nor do thou cllcem it other 
thanaflianieful tlungto he inferior to one who, 
the other day, lived uiKjn thy cltarity. But 
• let m go to Rome, and let us fpare no pains 
.nor expeaces, either of fiver or gold ; fnee ! 
fthey cannot he kept for any better ufc, than 
ibr the obtaining of a kingdom.” 

2. >But for Herod, he oppofed her requeft 
-at this time, ont of tlic love of cafe, and having ; 
a fufpiclon of the trouble he Ihould have at 
Rome ; lo he tried to infrucl her better. But | 
the tnove flie Taw him draw hack, the more the j 
]n-elfed him to it, and delired him to leave no i 
Rone unturned in order to he king: and at lall 
file left not o.(T till fne engaged him, wliethcr he 
would or not, to be >'f her fentiment.s, hecaufe^ 
he could no oihcrwif' ovoid her importunity. 
So he got all lhir; ;s ready, after as furnptuous a 
manner as he wuis able, ;irul fpared for nothing, 
and went up to Rome, and took Herodias a- 
long rvith him. But Agrippa, when he was- 
imade fenfiife of their intentions, and prepara¬ 
tions, he aUb prepared to go tidrher ; and as 
► foon as he heanl they fet fad, he fent Fortuna- 
■ tus, one of his freed-men, tp Rome, to carry 
. prefents to the enrperor, and letters againft He¬ 
rod, and to give Caius a, partleular ^^gcount 
thofc matters, if he'flvoufd 
This man followed Herod fo and 
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profperous a voyage, and came fo little after 
Herod, that, while Herod w^as with Caius, he 
came himielf, and delivered his,, letters; for 
they hotii failed to Dicearchia, and found Caius 
at Baice, w'hich is itfclf a little city of Campa¬ 
nia, at the diftance of about live furlongs from 
Dicearchia. There arc in that place royal pa¬ 
laces, with furnptuous apartmci^ts, every em- 
; peror Hill endeavouring, to out-do his predccef- 
fors in magnificence ; the place alfo affi'rds 
warm baths, that fpring out of the ground of 
. their own accord, wliich arc of advantage for 
the recovery of the health of thofe that make 
ufc of tliem, and hefides they niinifter to mens 
luxury alfo. Now Caius fainted Herod, for he 
llrfl met with him, and then looked upon the 
letters which Agrippa had font him, ami whieli 
were written in order to accufc FIcrod ; wiiere- 
in he acoufed him, that he had been in confe¬ 
deracy with Sejanus, againfl Tiberius’s govern¬ 
ment ; and that he was now confederate with 
Artahanus, the kiiag of Parthia, ia oppofuion 
to the government of Caius ; as a demouftra- 
tion of which, he' alledged, th.at he had ar¬ 
mour fufficient for feventy thoufand men ready 
in his armoiy. Caius was moved at this in¬ 
formation, and afkcd Herod whether what was 
laid about the armour was true ; and when he 
confeffed there w'as fuch armour there, for he 
could not deny the fame, the truth of it being 
notorious, Caius took that to be a fufficient 
proof of the accufatioo, that he intended to 
revolt. So he took away from him his tetrar- 
chy, and gav|^t, by way of addition, to Agrip- 
pa’s kingdom : he alfo gave Flerod’s money to 
Agrippa, and, by vray of punifhment, aw'arded 
him a perpctuasl banifhment, and appointed 
Lymns, a city of Gaul, i;o he his place of hahi-* 
j tation. But when he y^s .informed, that He- 
i rodias was Agrippa’s fifter, he made her a pre- 
fent of what money was her own, and told 
her, That “ it was her broth^ who prevented 
; her being put under the fitoae calamity with 
her hufband.” But fhc- made this jreply 
Thou, ,in 4 cf?d '»,;0 '«*(fter -a 

feaibin-CB thyfelf in 
p.-- ; g'io'v, ' what 
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nvhat thoa ofiereil me ; but the kindnefs whicli 
, r have for my hufband hinders me from parta¬ 
king of t!ie favour of thy gift; for it is not 
juft that I, who have been made a partner in 
jiis profperity, diould forfakc him in his mis¬ 
fortunes,” Hereupon Cuius was angry at her, 
and fent her' with Herod into buainiraent, and 
gave her ehate to Agrippa. And thus did Goil 
punifli Herodias for her envy at her brother, 
and Herod alfo for giving ear to the vain dif- 
courfes of a woman. Now Cains managed pub¬ 
lic affairs with very great mav nanimitv, duriivr 
the lird and lecond year of bis reign, and be¬ 
haved iiimfclf with Inch moderation, tliat he 
gained the good-will both of ti)e K.omans tlicm- 
fcives, and of ins other fubie.ls. Butin ’pio- 
otfs of ti ne he went beyond tlic br-’-nds of lui- 
inan nature, in his conceit of hirulelf, aiid, by 
reafon of the vallnefs of his dofninions, inailc 
hiinfelf a God, and took upon iiimfclf to afl 
in all things to the reproach of the Deity it- 
fclf. 


C H A P. VIII. 

Concerning * the Amhajfage of the Jews to Ciii- 
us ; and hmv Cains fent Fetronius into Syria 
to make iVar again// the jezi's^ unlefs they 
•would recehc his Statue. 

IRE was was now a tumult arifen 


i.'T^'HERE 
X at Als 


Alexandria, between the Jcwifli 
inhabitants- and the Greeks ; and three f ara- 
baffadors were cliofcn out of each party that 
were at variance, who came to Caius, Now 

* This is a nMjft.remflrkablc chapter, as containinp; fuch 
.“iitlances of the interpofuion of Providence, as Jwvc neen 
always very rare among the otlier idolatrous nations, but 
of old very many among the poftcrity of Abraham, the 
worlhippers-of the true Cod ; nor do tliefe fcetti much in¬ 
terior to tliofc in the Old Te(lament, which are the more 
remarkable, becaufe,, among all llieir other follies and 
vices, the Jews were not at thh time uiol.itcrs •, and the 
deliverances here mentioned Vvere done in order to prevent 
tiieir reUpfe into that idolatry, 

f Jofephus here alfures us, that the ambalTadors from 
Alcieandria to Caius wene on each part no more than three 
in number, for the jews, and for. the Gentiles, which arc 
but fu in all'i sKlKitcas I’lnlo^ wJio was,the principal am- 


(■>4 1 

one of thefe amlxtlfidors from the people of 
Alcxandrin was Apion, who uttered minv blai- 
plicmics againil ihc jews ; and, anumg'other 
things that he laid, he charged them with jteg - 
lecliiig the honours that hclonged to Cicfir ; f n 
tli^ while all who were fubjeft to Uie Rtnmn, 
eflll^ire built altars and temples to blains, and in 
other regards univerfally received him as tbey- 
rcceivcd the gods, theic Jews abme thought if 
a difhonourable thing for them to ere\‘l '‘attics 
in honour C)I Inm, as well as ti iwear bv b;is 
name. Many of theic fevere ibir.gs were faid 
by Apion, by which he liopcd ( ■ j-iovokc Cai¬ 
us to anger at the Jews, as he ...s likely to be ; 
but Philo, tlic principal of th. jev ilb ambaffagey 
a man eminent on ail accounts, Inotlier to Al¬ 
exander _:j; the alabareli, and oiw not n.dkilfoi 
in piiilolophy, was ready to betake bimfelf to 
to make his defence againft thole acenfations • 
hut Caius piolnbitctl him, and bid him bcgi^nc i 
he was allb lu inch a rage, tliat it c/peniy ap¬ 
pealed lie was about to do tiiem ionic very* 
great luiicbiel. 8 o l^hilo, being thus affrontctl, 
went our, and faid to thole fews who were a- 
bout him, Tliat ‘‘ they lliould be of good coiir- 
age, lincc Cains s wokIs indeed fhewed angcr- 
at them, but in reality had already let God 
againft himfelf.” 

Idt-('.■l'-.UPoIS fj.iius, taking it vei’v licinoufiy 
that he llionld be thus dt'pii'cd by the Jews a- 
lone, lent Petronius to be prefidcnt of Syria, 
and fucceffor in the governintnt to \StcJfius’ 
and gave him order to make .m iin-afion into 
Judea, with a great body of troops, and if they 

would 

baflador from the Jews, as joi'epims here confcHt's (as 
was Apion for the Genrikw tLr Jews ainbalia lon*, 
were thcmfclves no fewer th,:i) liu, i./wanli- ihv end of’ 
Ids legauoii to Caius; wi.icJ:, if tlieiv be no miflakc iu 
Uic copies, muft be fui’p<dcd the tiiitli; imr, in iliaf cafe,' 
would jofeplms have contr.i-iiited lo authentic a witiicfs* 
had he jccii that uccouin cl i'‘liiiOj wiiicli, lliai he ever did 
does not ajipear., ’ 

t 'fhis Alexander, tlic alaharch, or governor of the 
Jews at Alexandj-ia, and Liothcr to Pliilo, ia fuppofed by- 
ftp, Pearfon, in Act Ajinlt. pag. 41, 4;. to be jiit fame 
:Withthat Alexander who h mciuioncd by ht. Luke, as of 
tlie- kindred of die high prielis. Acts iv. 6 , 
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•woukl admit of his Aatuc willingly., to ere<Et k 
in the temple of God ; but if they were obfti- 
nate, ,to concpier them by war, and then to do 
it. Acpordingly Petronius took the govern¬ 
ment of Syria, and made hallc to obey (ktjfar’s 

■ epiftle. He got together as great a number of 
auxiliaries as he pollibly could, and tookksi|j|^ii 
laitn two legions of the Roman army, and 
.toamc to Prolemai.-., and there wintered, as in¬ 
tending- to fet about the war in the fprlng. He 
alfo wrote w'ord to Gains what he had rcfolved 
to do, who commended him for his alacrity, 
and ordered him to go on, and to make war 
'W'illi tlicm, in cafe they would not obey his 
coomands. But there came many ten thou- 
ifands of the jews to Petronius to Ptolcmais, to 
•offer their petitions to him, That “ he would j 
not compel them to tranlgrcfs and violate the 
law bf their forefathers : but if (faid they) thou 
art entirely rcfolved to bring this ftatuc, and 
eredl it, do thou firft kill ns, and then do what 
thou halt rcfolved on; for, whil-ewc arc alive, 

cannot permit fuch things as are forbidden 
ns to be done by the authority of our legiflator, 
,and by our forefathers determination, that fuch 
prohibitions arc inftanccs of virtue.” But Pc- 
tronius was angry at them, and laid, “ If in¬ 
deed I were myfdf emperor, and were at 
liberty to follow my own inclination, and then 
had debgned to ad thus, thefc your w'ords 
would be i\iR]y fpoken to me; but now Cmfar 

■ hath fent to me, 1 am under the utmofi. ncccf- 
lity of being lubl'ervient to his decrees, bccaule 
a difobedience to them will bring upon me in- 
r\'itahlc dchrudion.” Then the jews replied, 

Siiice therefore thou art fo dil[)ofed, O Pc- 
• trdnius, that tlicu wilt not difobey (laius’s 
..epiftlcs, neither will we tranfgrefs the com¬ 
mands of our law ; ar.d as wc depend upon the 
exeellcncv of our laws, and by the labours of 
our ancouu's have continued hitherto without 
iullcrin-; tlicm to be tranrgrclTcd, we dare not 
by -any means fuPfer ourfdvea to he fo timorous 
.as to tranlgrcfs tliofc Lews out of the fear of 

* VVlrit jui'ephu*! .uul j (S. relutes asgloiic by the 
'.MVS h'fifr is, in IMblo, nut fftf off the time 

•si’/jr/j (vrn was rife, who, !i5 Lc Ctftrc notea, diiEfet 
^\x rti one tro;ii the other. This is another indication, that 


death, which God hath determined are for our^ 
advantage ; and if we fall into misfortunes wc 
will hear them, in order to prefewc our laws, 
as knowing that thofe who expolckhcmfelvc.s 
' to dangers have good hope of efcaping them ; 
bccaufe God will ftand on our ftde, when out 
of regard to him wc undergo afHipLions, and 
iullain the uncertain turns of fortune. But ii' 
j wc ihould fubmit to thee, we flioUld be greatly 
reproached for our cowardice, as thereby Ihew- 
ing oiirfelves ready to tranlgrcfs our law ; and 
we Ihould incur the great anger of Ciod alfo, 
who even, tlryfelf being judge, is fuperior tu 
I Caius.” 

j 3. W II r.N Petronius faw by their w'ords thr.t 
' their determination svas hard to be removed, 
j and that without a war he fliould not he able 
I to be fubferviont to Caius in the dedication of 
his flatuc, and that there mull be a great deal 
of blood filed, he took his friends, and the fer- 
I vants that were about him, and hafted to Ti¬ 
berias, as wanting to know in what poflurc the 
afi’airs of the Jews were; and many ten thou- 
lands of the Jews met Petronius again, when 
he was come to Tiberias. Thcfe thought they 
mull run a mighty hazard if they fliould have 
a war with the Romans, but judged that the 
tranfgreflion of the law wa^ of much greater 
confequence, and made fupplication to him, 
that he would by no means reduce them fo fuch 
dillrefles, nor defile their city with the dedication 
of the ftatuc. Then Petronius find to them, 
“ Will you then make war with Cifar, without 
confidering his great preparations for war, and 
your own weaknefs ?” They replied, “ Wc 
j will not, by any means, make war wi^h him ; 
j but ftill we will die before we lee our laws • 
j tranfgrefTcd. So they threw themfelves dovh^; 
upon their faces, and ftretched out their 
1 throats, and faid they were ready to be flain ; 

' and tliis they did for forty days together, and in 
I the mean time left off the tilling of their ground, 
and that while the feafou * of the year requir¬ 
ed- 

' e> 

Jofcphws, 'when he -wTrote tin's accotint, haa no't*ecn Phi- 
Ws ak otherwlfe ht ■would kirdly have 

Hacj»-dw«»di#iwEh W»i, . 
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cd them to Tow it. Thus they continued firm 
In their refolution, and propoied to thcnd'clvcs 
to die willingly, rather than fee the dedication 
of the ftatue. 

4. When matters were in this ftatc, Arido- 
• hulus, king Agrippa’s brother, and Helcias the 
Clreat, and the other principal men of that fii- 
mily with them, went in unto I’etronius, and 
belbught hiiTl, That “ fmee he faw the rcfolu- 
lion of the multitude, he would not make any 
alteration, and thereby drive them to def{)air; 
hut would write to Caius, that the Jews Iiad an 
iafupcrable averfenefs to tlic reception of the 
datue, and how they continued with liim, and 
left oif the tillage of their ground : tliat they 
were not wnlllng to go to war with him, becaufe 
they were not able to do it, but were ready to 
die with pleafure, rather than fiiffer their laws | 
to be tranfgrelfed ; and how, upon the lands | 
continuing unfown, robberies would grow up, ! 
on the inability they would be under of paying 
their tributes ; and that perhaps Caius might | 
be thereby moved to pity, and not order any 
barbarous adlion to be done to them, nor think 
of deftroying the nation : that if he continues 
inflexible in his former opinion to bring a war 
upon them, he may then fet about it himfelf.” 
And thus did Ariftobulus, and the reft with 
liim, fupplicate Petronius. So Petronius,* part¬ 
ly on account of the prefling inftanccs which 
Ariftobulus and the reft with him made, and be¬ 
caufe of the great confequcnce of what they de- 
fircd, and the carneftnefs wdierewith they made 
their fupplication ; partly on account of the 
firmnefs of the oppofition made by the Jews, 
which he faw, while he thought it an horrible 
thing for him to be fuch a flave to the madaefs 
-©f Caius, as to flay fo many ten thoufand men, 

’ only becaufe of their religious difpofition to¬ 
wards God, and after that to pafs his life in 
expedtation of puniftiinent; Petronius, I fay, 
thought it much better to fend to Caius, and to 

* This Publius Petronius was after tins hill prcfident 
of Syya under Claudius, and, at tlie deCrc ot Agrippa, 
publifhsd a fevcrc decree againft the inhabitants of Dora, 
who, in a fort of imitation of Caius, had fet up a llatuc 
o1 Claudius in a Jcwilh fynagoguc there. This decree is 

No. XXVIII. 
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let him know ij^ow intulcrablc it was to liim to 
bear tlio anger be inijdit have againft him lor 
not Icrving him iomur, ia obedience to his c- 
j''iil)c, lor that iicrhaps lie niiglil pcrluade liim ; 
and that if his m.u! rcfoliition i-vnniiiued, he 
might then hegia the war i-gaiail ihcai ; nay, 

! that in calc he ihoahl tur.a hi;, l.aiicd agaiail 
himidf, it was hr tor virtuous pciloas even to 
"die lor the lake of iuch vail muitiuah:,'; ot tnea. 
Accordiaglv lie dclcradacu tohcaikcnto the 
petitioners in this mailer. 

He then called the [ews together to Ti¬ 
berias, who came, many ten thoulauils in num¬ 
ber ; he alfo {'laced tliat army lie now had with 
him opjiolite to them ; hut did not dilcover hir. 
own meaning, hut the commands ot the em¬ 
peror, and told them, 'I'hat “ lii.s wrath would 
v.'ithout delay Ire executed on fuch as had the, 
courage to difobey what he had commanded, 
and this immediately.; and that it was fit for 
liim, who had obtained fo great a dignity by 
his grant, not to contraditl him in any thing ; 
yet,” faid he, “ I do not think, it juft fo have 
fuch a regard to my ownfafety and honour, as 
to refufe to facrifice them for your pretervation, 
who arc fo many in number, and endeavour to 
preferw the regard that is due to your lavr, 
which, as it hatli come down to you from your 
forefathers, fo do you efteem it worthy of your 
utmoft contention to prelervc it ; nor, with 
the fupreme aftiftance and power of Ciod, will 
I lie fo hardy as to fuffer your teinjilc to fall 
into contem{)t by the means of the imperial au¬ 
thority. 1 will therefore fend to Caius, and 
let him know what your refolutions are, and 
will aflTift your fait as far as I am able, that you 
may not be e.xpofed to fuff er on account of the 
honeft dcfigns you have propofed to yourfclvcs ; 
and may God be our affiftant, for his autho¬ 
rity is beyond all the contrivance and power of 
men ; and may he procure you the prefervation 

of 

extant, B. XIX. cliap. vi. i and greatly ronfiriTis the 
prefent accounts of jokjihus, as do tlie other di'cr^e* of 
Claudius 1 elating to t);e ITc Jewilh affairs, B. XIX. 
chap. T. 5 2, 3. to which i refer the inquilitirc rdider. 
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of your ancient laws, and may i|pt lie be clepri' ' 
ved, thoup;li without your confent, of his ac- 
cuftomed honours. But if Claius he irritated,!' 
and turn,the violence of his raye upon me, 11' 
will rather undergo all that danger and that af- jj 
fliCtioa .that may come either on my body or ji 
my Ibiil, than fee fo many of you to pcrlfh, 
while you arc adding in fo cxcelkoit a manner. 
Do you, therefore, every one of you, go your 
way about your own occupations, and fall to 
the cultivation of your ground ; I will myfelf 
fend to Rome, and will not refnfe to ferve you 
in all things, both by myfelf and by my friends.” 

C. Win:N Petroniui. had faid this, and had 
difmilTcil the Rircmbly of the Jews, he defired 
the principal of them to take care of their luif- 
bandry, and to fpcak kindly to the people, and • 
encourage them to have good hope of their 
affairs. Thus did he readily bring the multi¬ 
tude to be cbcerfid again. And now did God 
fhew- his prefence to Petronius, and fignify 
to him, that he would afford him his afliftance 
irv his whole tltfign ; for lie had no fooner fm- 
ifhed the fpeech that he made to the Jews, but 
God fent dnssm great fliowcrs of rain, contrary 
to human expectation ; for that day was a clear 
day, and gave no hgn, hy tlie appearance of the 
Iky, of any rain ; nay, the wliolc year had been 
fuhjeft to a great drought, and made men de- 
fpair of any water horn above, even when at 
any time they f.iw tin heavens ovcr-caft with 
clouds ; infrmuch, that when fuch a great 
(pjantity of rain came, and that in an unufual 
manner, and wuh.out any other cxpciitation of j 
it, the jews l.oy.vd that Petronius would by no { 
means fad in hi; 'oetition for them. But as to j 
Petronius, he v/.as mightily furprifed, when he j 
perceived tliut tioJ evidently took care of the i 
Jew.s, and gave very plain figns of his appear¬ 
ance ;'[ and this to fuch a degree, that thofe 
that Were in earndi much Inclined to the con- 

** liccc uft'f the iolemii New Tellament words, 

jutroiju, and fpiph,v:,'ui, the prrfentt and tippearance of 
God, i or the (..\tr.iordin.'.r)' raanifeftation of his power || 
and jlrovidence to iVtroiilu!,, Ly fending; rain in a time of 
diftrels, imniediatciy upon the refolutioii he had taken to- 
preferve the tanple unpolluted, at the liazard of his own 
life, without any other piraculowf appestance at all in j 


trary had no power left to contradidt it. This 
.alfo among thofe other particulars which 
he u'rotc to Ci lius, which all tended to dlffuadc 
iiim, .and h). cd means to intreal him not to 
ni;>Lc fo inac.y ten tiioufands of thefe men go 
dilh aded ; whom, if hb flro.uld flay (for with- 
or.t war they would by no means fuffer the 
laws of their vvorfliip to be fet afide) he would 
lofc the revenue they paid him, dnd would be 
pu’dlcly curfod hy them for all future ages. 
Moreover, that God, who was their governor, 
had llicwn his power mofl; evidently on their 
account, and that fuch a power of his, as left 
no room for doubt about it. And this was the 
bufmcls that Petronius was now engaged in. 

y. But king Agrippa, who now lived at 
Rome, was more and more in the favour ol 
Caius; and when he had once made him a 
flipper, and was careful to exceed all others, 
both ill expcncc.s, and in fuch preparations as 
might contribute moft to his plcafure; nay, it, 
was fo far from the ability of others, that Cai¬ 
us himfclf could never equal, much lefs exceed 
it ; (fuch care had he taken beforc-hand to ex¬ 
ceed all men, and particularly to make all 
agreeable to Csefar) : Hereupon Caius admired 
his underft'anding and magnificence, that he 
flmuld force himfclf to do all to plcafe him, 
even beyond Tuch expenres as he could bear, 
and was dcTirmis not to be behind Agrippa in 
that gcncrofity which he exerted in order to 
pleafe him. So Caius, when he had drunk' 
wine plentifully, and %vas merrier than ordina¬ 
ry, f.iid thus during the feaft, when Agrippa 
liad drunk to liirn : I knew before now J. 

how great a refpcdl thou haft had for me, and 
how great kindnefs thou haft ftiewn me, though', 
with thofe hazards to-thyfelf,. which thou imn- 
dervventeft. under Tiberius on that account ; 
nor haft thou omitted any thing to fhew thy 

good- 

ihat cafe ; which well eleferves to be taken notice of here, 
and greatly illuftratca fevcral texts both in the Old and 
New Tcilamcnt. 

f See the preceding note. 

i This behaviour of Caius to Agiippa, is vCry like 
that of Hetod-Antipas, his, uncle, to Hcrodii^s, Agrip- 
pa'i idfter, aboju Joha the Baptift, Matt. xiv. 6 ,—11. 




GifAP. vnn 


A N^T r r T I 

good-will towards us, even beyond thy ability;' 
whence, it would be a bafe thing for me to 
be conquered by thy aiTedion : 1 am therefore 
delirous to rhake thee amends for every thing, 
in whicli I have been any way formerly defi- 
’cient ; for a^I that-1 have beftowed on thee, 

, that may Ite called my gifts, is but little. Every 
thing that may contribute to thy happinefs fliall 
be at thy fervlce, and that cheerfully, and lb 
tar as my ability will reach.” And this was 
what Cains laid to Agrippa, thinking he would 
alir lor fume large country, or tlic ic\enues 
ot certain cities. But although he had pre- 
• pared heforc-hand what he would aix, yet 
li.id he not diicovered hi'i intentions, but made 
this anfwer to Cains imraciiiaicly, I'hat “ it 
was not out of any cxpcQatlon ol gaiti that he 
formerly paid his refpeds to him, coiitrary to 
the eornmands of Til)erias; nor did he now do 
any thing relating to him out of regard to his 
own advantage, and in order to receive any 
thing from him : that the gifts he had already 
beftowed upon him were great, and beyond 
the hopes of even a craving man ; for al- ' 
though they may be beneath thy power [who 
art the donor] yet are they greater tlian my , 
inclination and dignity, who am the receiver.” ^ 
And as Cains was aftonilhed at Agrippa’s jj; 
clinations, and ftill the more prefi’ed him to 
make his requeft for fomewhat which he might , 
I'Taiify him with, Agrippa rcjilicd, “ Since | 
thou, O my lord, declarcft fuch is thy re.-uh- 
nets to grant, that I am worthy of thy ' ife, 

I will afk nothing relating to my own fcliciiy; 
tor what thou haft already beftowed on n>e 
has made me excel therein; but I delire fome- 
^vhat which may make thee glorious for piety, 
^d render the Divinity affiftarkt to thy deiigns, 
and may be for an honour to me among tliol'c 
that enquire about it, as fhewing that 1 never 
once fail of obtaining what 1 defirc of thee , 
for my petition is this, that thou wilt no longer 
think of the dedication of that ftatue which 
thou haft ordered to be fet up in the jewilE 
temple •by Petronius.” 

8. Ai:d thus did Agrippa venture to caft the ^ 
-die upon this ocgafion ; fo great was thejifiair 
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in his opinion, and in reality, though he knew 
how dangerous a thing it was fo to ipeak ; for, 
had not Cains approved of it, it had tended 
'to no lefs than the lofs of his life, Ho Caius, 
who was mightily taken with Ayyippa’S' obli¬ 
ging behaviour, and on other accouiils rhinking 
it a diflronourable thing to he guilty of fdlc- 
hood before I’o many witnen'er, in points where¬ 
in he had with fuch alacrity lorccd Agrippa to 
become a petitioner, and that it would look ai 
if he had already repented oi wlic.t he had laid, 
and bccaufe he gieatly admired Agi ip]Vt’s virtue,, 
in not dcfiriug him at all to airament his own 
dominions, either with larger levcnues or other 
authority, hut took care (<f the public tranqul- 
I lily, ol’lhc laws, ami of the Divinity ilfelf, he 
[granted him what he had iccjuctlcd. He alfo 
f\Niote thus to Petronius, “commending him 
for his alFembling his army, and then confult- 
[ ing him about ihofe aftairs. If tlierclore,” faid 
he, “ thou haft already creeled my ftatue. Jet 
it Hand: hut, if thou haft not yet dedicated it, 
do not trouble thyfelf farther abmit it; but 
difmifs thy army, and go back, and take care 
of thoic affairs v^hieh 1 hut thee about at fu'ft 
for 1 have now no occafion for the cKdlion of 
lliat ft-iiue. This I l)ave granted as a favour 
to Agrijipa, a man whonv I honour io very 
grc.ulv. that I am mA able to (.onfradict what 
la WfUild have, or what lie ddired me to do 
for hi. 11 .” And this was wiiat C.iims wrote to Pc- 
I ‘ronim, wlf.eh was betbre he received his letter,, 
itifoi ming him th.at the Jews were v< ry ready to 
revolt about the ftatue, and lliat they Iccmcd 
relolved to threaten vear ajyfmft the Romans,, 
and nothing elfe. AVhen therefore Cains was 
much clifpleafed that any artemjit diouid he 
made againft his government, as lie w.is a iiave 
to bafe and vicious adilons on ei! oc<-afions, and 
had no regard to what was vhtnous ;ind Im- 
nonrablc, and againft whoinlbever lie relolved 
to llrew his anger, and that for any caufe what- 
foever, he fuffered not himfelf to he rdlraincd 
;my admonition, but thought the im!ul;nng 
his anger to be a real jilealure, he wrofe thus 
to PetroL'ius: “Becing thou cllccmeft the pia- 

iCLti 
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fcnts made thee by the Jews to be of greater 
value than my commands, and art grown in- 
iblcnt enough to be fubiervient to their pleafurc, 

1 charge-thee to become thy own judge, and to* 
coni'uler what thou art to do, now thou art 
under my difplcafure ; for I will make tlice an 
example to the prefent, and to all future ages, 
that they naay not dare to contradi(fb the com¬ 
mands of their cmjicror.” 

(). This was the epifUe which Caius wrote 
to Fetronius ; but Petroaius did not receive it 
wliilc Caius was alive, that fhip which carried 
it failiitg fo flow, that other letters came to Pe- 
tronius before this, by which he underflood 
that Caius was dead ; for God would not for¬ 
get the dangers Fetronius had undertaken on 
account of the Jews, and of Ills own honcxir. 
But when he Itad taken Caius away, out of 
his indignation of what he had fo infolcntly at¬ 
tempted in alfuming to himfelf divine worlhip, 
both Rome and all that dominion confpired 
with Fetronius, efpccially thole tliat w'ere of 
the fenatorian order, to give Caius Ids due re¬ 
ward, becaufe he had been unmercifully fevere 
to thenuj* for he died not long after he had 
wiitten to Fetronius that epiftle which threaten¬ 
ed hrm with death. But as for the occalion of 
his death, and the nature of the plot againft 
him, 1 fliall relate them in the progrefs of this 
narration. Now that cpiflle, winch informed 
Fetronius of Caius’s death, came lirft, and a 
little afterward came that which commanded 
him to kill himfelf with his own hands. Where¬ 
upon he rejoiced at this coincidence as to the 
death of Caius, and admired God’s providence, 
who without tlve Icaft delay, and immediately, 
rave him a reward for the regard he had to the 
temple, and the afliftance he afforded the Jews 
for avoiding the dangers they were in. And 
hv this means Fetronius efcaped that danger of 
-icath, which he could not forefee. 

C li A F. IX. 

irimt hefd the Jeivs that were in Babylon^ 
on Oi-rafioti cf AJineus and Amicus^ two 
Brethren. 

Very fad calamity now bcfel the Jews 
that were in Mefopotamia, and efpcci- 
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ally thofe that dw^elt in Babylonia. Inferior 
it was to none of the calamities which had gone 
before, and came together with a great flaughtci 
of them, and that greater than any upon record 
before ; concerning all which I lhall fpeak ac¬ 
curately, and fliall explain theoccafions whence 
thefe miicrics came upon them. There w^as a 
city of Bab)'lonia, called Nccrda; not only a 
very populous one, but one that had a good 
and a large territory about it, and, hciidcs it 
other advaulages, full of men aUb. It was bo¬ 
lides not caftly to he alfaultcd by enemies, from 
the river Eupliratcs encompaffing it all romul, 
and from tlic walls that ivcrc built abcuit it. 
There was ailb the city Nilibis, lituated on the 
fame current of the river. For which rcalbn 
the Jews, depending on the natural flrengih of 
thefe places, dejudited in them that half fliekci 
which every one, by the cuftom of our country, 
offers unto God, as well as they did other 
things devoted to liim ; for they made ufe of 
thefe cities as a treafury, whence, at a proper 
time, they were tranfmitted to Jerufalem ; and 
many ten thoufand men undertook the carriage 
of thofe donations, out of fear of the ravages 
of the Partliians, to whom the Babylonians 
were then fubjc<fl. Now there were two men, 
Afmeus and Anileus, of the city Neerda by 
birth, and brethren to one another. They 
w'ere deftitute of a father, and their mother 
put them to learn the art of weaving curtains, 
it not being cftcemed a difgrace among them 
for men to be w'eavers of cloth. Now he that 
taught them that art, and was fet over them, 
complained that they came too late to their 
work, and punifhed them with flripes ; but 
they took this juft punifhment as an affront,y 
and carried off all the weapons which were ke^ t 
in that houfe, which were not a few, and went 
into a certain place where was a partition of 
the rivers, and was a place naturally very fit 
for the feeding of cattle, and for preferving 
fuch fruits as were ufually laid up againft win¬ 
ter. The pooreft fort of the young men alfb 
relbrtcd to them, whom they armed ^with the 
weapons they had gotten, and became their 
captains; and nothing hindered them from 

being 
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being their leaders into mifchief; for as foon 
as they were become invincible, and had built 
them a citadel, they fent to fuch as fed cattle, 
and ordered them to pay them fo much tribute 
out of them as might be fufficient for their 
‘ maintenance, propoiing alfo that they would 
be their friends, if they would fubmit to them, 
and that they, would defend them from all their | 
other enemies on every fide, but that they i 
^vouId kill the cattle of thofe tliat refufed to ! 
obey them. So they hearkened to tlieir pro- j 
pofals (for they could do nothing clfe) and ’ 
and fent them as many fhcep as were reejuired I 
of them ; whereby their forces grew greater, j 
and they became lords over all they pleafed, ' 
becaufe they marched fuddenly, and did tliem | 
a'mifchief; infomuch, that every body who ! 
had to do with them chofe to pay them re- j 
l'pe£t, and they became formidable to fuch as i 
came to allualt them, till the report about them j 
came to the ears of the king of Parthia him- 1 
felf. 

2. But when the governor of Babylonia 
underftood this, and had a mind to put a flop 
to them, before they grew greater, and before 
greater, mifehiefs fliould arife from them, he 
got together as great an army as he could, both 
of Parthians and Babylonians, and marched; 
againft them, thinking to attack them, and de- j 
llroy them, before any one fhoukl carry them 
the news, that he had got an army together. 
He then encamped at a lake, and lay ftill; but 
on the next day (it was the fabbath, which is 
among the Jews a day of reft from all forts of 
work) he fuppofed that the enemy would not 
dare to fight him thereon, but that he fliould 
k take them, and carry them away prilbncrs, 
Without fighting. He therefore proceeded gra¬ 
dually, and thought to fall upon them on the 
fudden. Now Afmeus was fitting wiili the 
reft, and their weapons lay by them ; upon 
which he faid, “ Sirs, I hear a neighing of 
horfjs; not of fitch as are feeding, hut fuch as 
Juive nteit ^^€rir backs: I alfo hear fuch a 

• Et'cfichian is here, and in very many othtr places of 
jofephas, uiunediaUly at u to be expounded 

2 'nieiTi ii. 2. ts?ben fame faipyjowtended, tJiat ik Pau) 1 
"liad laid, cither by word of inoiith, or by an Cf I 
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noife of their bridles, that I am afraid that 
fomc enemies are coming upon us to encom* 
pafs us round. However, let fcmiebotly go to 
look about, and make report of wliat reality 
there is in the prefcnl * rtate of things ; and 
may what I have faid prove a f.illl- alarm.'" 
And, when he had laid this, li):i',c of them 
went out to fpy out what was llie matter, and 
they came again iinnu'diately, and faid fo Jiirn, 
I'hat “ neither liaft thou been miilakcn in tell¬ 
ing us what our enemies were doing, nor will 
thole enemies permit us to be injurious topef.- 
ple any longer. We are caught by their in¬ 
trigues like hrutc-hcafts, and there is a large 
body of cavalry marching upon us, while vve 
are deftitute of hands to defend ouridves with.- 
al, becauic we are rcllraincd from doing it by 
the prohibition of our law, which obliges us to 
reft [on this day].” But Afincus did not by 
any means agree with the opinion of his fpf 
as to what was to he done, but thought it more 
agreeable to the law to })!uck up their fpirits in 
this neceffity they were fallen into, and break 
j their law by avenging themfelvcs, although 
! they lliould die in the a£tion, than, by doing 
i nothing, to pleafe their enemies in fubmitting 
i to he llaiu by them. Accordingly lie took up 
j his weapons, and iufufed courage into tholi' 

! that were with him to ad as courageoufly as 
himfclf. So they fell upon their enemies, and 
flew a great many of them, hecaul'c they de- 
fpifed them, and came as to certain vidory, 
and put the reft to flight. 

3. But when the news of this fight came 
to the king of Parthia, 'he was furprifed at the 
I boldnefs of thefc hrtihi en, and was defirous to 
fee them, and Ipeak with them. He therefore 
fent the inofttrufty of all his guards to fay thus 
to them, “ Iftiat king Artahaniis, although he 
he hath been unjuftly treated by you, who 
have made an attempt againft his government, 

I yet hath he more regard to your courageous 
I behaviour, thaii to the anger he bears to you, 

and 

by both, that i/je of Chrijl (etn/fikt'J luat iimwiliiiiity' 

\ for /tin Paul ili.l then plainly think th^t day 

i m»«,y j'carg. future 
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and hith Tent me to give you his right-hand,* j 
and fecurity, and he permits you to come to ' 
him fafcly, and without any violence upon the 
road, and he wants to have you addrel's your- 
fclves to him as his friends, without meaning 
any guile or deceit to you. lie alfo promifes , 
to make you prefents, and to pay you thofe re- 1 
fpefts which will make an addition of his power 
to your courage, and thereby be of advantage 
to you.’’ Yet did Afineus himfelf put off his 
journey thither, but fent Ids brother Anileus 
with all fuch prefents as he could procure. So 
he went, and was admitted to the king’s pre- 
fcnce ; and, when Artabanus faw Anileus com- 
ing*a 4 one, he enquired into the reafon why A- 
jfineus avoided to come along with him ? and 
when he underftood that he was afraid, and 
{laid by the lake, he took an oath by the gods 
of his country, that he would do them no harm, 
if they came to him upon the affuraiices he 
gave them, and gave him his right-hand, f 
I’his is of the greateft force there with all thefe 
harbarijns, and affords a drm fecurity to thofe 
who coaverfe with them; for none of them 
will deceive you, when once they have given 
you their right-hands, nor will any one doubt 
of their fidelity, when that is once given, even 
though they were before fufpefted of injuftice. 
When Artabanus had done this, he lent away 
Anileus to perfuade his brother to come to him. 
Mow this the king did, hccaule he wanted to 
curb his own governors of provinces by the 
courage of thcle jewilh brethren, left they 
fhould make a league Vylth them; for they 
were ready for a revolt, and were dil'pofed to | 
rebel, luad they been lent on an expedition ! 
agaiuft them. He v.us alfo afraid, left, when ! 
he was engaged in a war in order^to fubdue j 
thofe governors of provinces that had revolted, j 
)thc party of Afineus, and thofe in Babylonia, 1 
fiunild be augmented, and either make war i 
upon lurn, when they fiiould he,ar of that re- i 
volt, or, if tliey ihould be di-fappointed in that 

* Tlif ; )iri)ng of tl <■ right-hands vv.is eftrrmed .nmong 
the PcUiruis, [.nul P-irthiansd in particulai, a in- 
xioiatk tihligtrtiiJn to fidelity} as Dr Hadfon here oh-, ■ 
ftvv'cSj and refers to the comaei^tary op Crip, o 


cafe, they would > not fail of doing farther miff 
chief to him. 

q. When the king had thefe intentions, he 
font away Anileus, and Anileus prevailed on 
his brother [to come to the king] when he had 
related to him the king’s good-will, and the 
oath that he had taken. Accordingly they 
made hafte to go to Artabanus, who received 
them, wlien they were come, with pleafiire, 
and admired Alineus’s courage in the adions 
he had ffone, and this becaufe he was a little 
man to fee to, and at firft fight appeared con¬ 
temptible alfo, and fuch as one might deem a 
perfon of no value at all. He alfo f.iid to his 
friends, how, upon the comparifon, he ftiew- 
ed his foul to he, in all refpeds, fuperior to his 
body; and when, as they were drlnkjng to¬ 
gether, he once ftiewed Afineus to Abdagafes, 
one of the generals of his army, and told him 
his name, and deferibed the great cour-ige he 
was of in war, and Abdagafes had delircd leave 
to kill him, and thereby to inflid on him a 
puniflimcnt for thofe injuiics he had done to the 
Parthian government, the king replied, “ I will 
never give thee leave to kill a man who hath 
depended on my faith, efpecially not after I 
have feat him my right-hand, and endeavour¬ 
ed to gain his belief by oaths made by the 
gods. But, if thou beeft a truly warlike man, 
thou ftandeft not in need of my perjury. Go 
thou then, and avenge the Parthian govern¬ 
ment; attack this naan, when he is returned 
back, and -conquer him by the forces that arc 
under thy command, without my privity.” 
Hereupon the king called for Afineus, and faid 
to him, “ It is time for thee, O thou young 
man, to return home, and not to pjrovoke the 
indignation of my generals in this place 
farther, left they attempt to murder thee, atuf 
that without my approbation. I commit to 
thee the country of Babylonia in truft, that it 
may by thy care be preferved free from rob¬ 
bers,. 

th. XV. for its confirmation. . Wc often pieet with tlie' 
like ufe of ft in Jofpjplms. 

, f Sec ftie note. 
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bers, ami from other ntiifchiefs. I have kept 
my faith inviolable to thee, and that not in 
trifling affairs, but in thofo that concerned thy 
fafety, ancf do therefore deferve tliou Ihoukiil 
be hind to me.” When he had laid this, and 
gi/ca Alincus foime prel'cnts, he fent him away 
immediately ; who, wlien he was come home, 
built fortrelfciS, and became great in a little time, 
and managed things with liich courage and luc- 
ccls, as no other perfon, that had no higher a 
beginning, ever did before liinu Thole Par¬ 
thian governors alfo, who were fent that way, 
paid him great rel'peft; and the honour that 
was paid him by the Babylonians leemed to 
them>too I'mall, and beneath Ids delerts, al¬ 
though he were in no fmall dignity and power 
there ; nay indeed, all the affairs of Mefopo- 
tamia depended upon him, and he more and 
more flourilhed in tliis happy condition of his 
for fifteen years. 

But as their affairs were in fo flourilb- 
ing a date, there fprang up a calamity among 
them on the following occalion. When once ^ 
they had deviated from that courfc of virtue 
whereby they had gained lb great jirnver, they 
affronted and tranfgrelfed the laws of their fore¬ 
fathers, and fdl imder the doininioji of their 
lulls and pleafures. A certain Parthian, who 
came as general of an army into thofe parts, 
liad a wife following him, who had a vail re¬ 
putation for other accomplillimente, and par¬ 
ticularly was admired above all other women 
for her beauty; Anileus, the brother of Aii- 
neus, either heard of that her beauty from o- 
tliers, or perhaps faw her himfelf alfo, and fo 
became at once her lovar and her enemy ; part- 
. ly becanfe he conld not hope to enjoy this wo- 
^ati but by obtaining power over her as a cap- 
tiv^ and partly becanfe he thought lie could 
not conquer his inclinations for her: as foon, 
therefore, as her bufband hatl been declared an 
enemy to them, and was fallen in the battle, 
the widow of the deceafed was married to this 
• 

* Tlfts cullonj of the M-efopotsmian<; to carry their 
hou;thr)!ri goods along vi itii tVin >ifhcreYer thejr travelled, 

!s as old as the dap of Sfachd his wife did > 

“'ll’-c fame, Gen. xisxi. if' h W h«rc 
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her lover. However, this woman did not 
come into their houle without producing great' 
misfortunes lx)ih to Anileus li'mlelf, and to A- 
fincus alfo ; but brought grc,.t iniidKiels upon 
them, on the occalion following. Since flic 
was led away captive, upon the death of her 
hulband, flic concealed the imagt s of thofe 
gods which were their country gods, common 
to her hufband and to hcrfclf: now it is the 
culloin * of that country for all to have the 
idols they worfliip in their own houl’es, and to 
to carry them along with them when they go 
into a foreign land ; agreeably to which cuflom 
of theirs llic carried her Idols with her. Now 
at firfl Ihe performed her worfliip to them pri¬ 
vately, hilt when ihe was btcoine Anileus* i 
married wile, flic wmrihipped tiicm in her a.;* 
cullomed manner, and with the laini_ appoint¬ 
ed ceremonies which Ihe ufed in her Immer 
hulband’s days; upon which their moll cf- 
tccincd friends blamed iiini at lirll, that hedid 
not aT after the manner of the Hel'-rews, nor 
perform what was agreeable to their laws, in 
marrying a foreign wife, and one that tranf- 
greffed the accurate appc>intmcnts of their fa- 
crifices and religious ceremonies ; that he ought 
to conlidcr, left, by allowing birnldf in many 
pleafures of the body, he might loi> his princif 
paiity, on account of the beauty td' a wife, and 
that high authority, which, h) (lod’s hlefflng, 
he had arrived at. But when tiicy pnSVailcti 
not at all upon him, he flew one of them foi 
whom he had the grcatell rcfpet'l, hcL-aufe of 
the liberty he took with him ; wlio, when he 
was dying, out f)f regard to the laws, impre¬ 
cated a punlfliineiit upon his murderer. Anileus, 
and up6n Afmens ailb, and that all their tom- 
panions might come to a like end from thtir 
enemies ; upon the two lirll as the princuial 
adtors of this wiekedners, and upon the .s as 
thofe that would not aflill him when he tb/fer- 
ed in the defence of their laws. No'«v tlwffc 

laitci 

unnbicivL'!, what gre.it miferies p.inic od tlicA h - 

they (a/rcrcfl one ox their leader: to maitj aa idci- 
wKc, conlr.iry to the law of Mufes. Of wlikli 
HsiCnjt;!- ibe ind tiCtc on B. XlX. chap- v. j 3,. 
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latter were forely grieved, yet did they tolerate 
thefe doings, bccaufc they remembered that 
they ,had arrived at their prefent happy ftate 
by no other means than their fortitude. . But 
when they alfo heard of ti\c worfhip of thofe 
gods whom the Parthians adore, they thought 
the injury that Anileus offered to their laws 
was to be borne no longer; and the greater 
number of them came to Afmeus, and loudly 
eomj’laincd of Anileus, and told him, 'Phat “ it 
had been well that he had of hiinfelf feen wdiat 
was advantageous to them ; but that however 

was now high time to corredl w'hat had been 
■done amifs, before the crime that had been 
committed proved the ruin of himfelf, and of 
all the reft of them. They added, that the 
marriage of this woman was made without 
their confent, and without a regard to their 
old laws; and that the woiihip which this wo¬ 
man paid [to her gods] was a reproach to the 
(Hod whom they worlhippeci.” Now Afmeus 
Was fcnliblc of his brother's offence, that it had 
been already the caufe of great mifehiefs, and 
W’oyld be fo for the time to come ; yet did he 
lolcratc the fame, from the good-will he had to 
fo near a relation, and forgiving it to hiiUj on 
account that his brother was quite overborne 
by liis wicked inclinations. But as more and 
more fllll came about him every day, and the 
clamours about it became greater, he at length 
fpake to Anileus about thei'c clamours, reprov¬ 
ing him for his former actions, and dcliring 
him for ihc future to leave them off, and lend the 
weiman bai k to tier relations. Bui nothing w^as 
gained by iheic rcjiroofs ; for as the woman 
p/crcclvcd wli.it a tumult was made among the 
people on her account, and was afraid for Ani- 
Icis, left he (hould come to any harm for his 
love to her, flic Infared poifon into Afmeus’s 
food, and thereby took him off, and was now 
'fccurc of prevailing, when he; lover was to be 
judge of Vvljat Oiould he done about her. 

0 . Ho A-iilcus t(;ok the government upon 
liiiufelf alone, and l(.d his army againll the vil- 

* Titis cultocri in Syria .uid MefopotaiBiii of ' 

rrnsfl upwn an ai'p, by wMy ol i# up at,.! 

in Syria; vvlient!, in order to fliew tfa^r defpite ; 
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lages of Mithridates ; who was a man of prin- 
cigal authority iri Parthia, and had married 
king Artabanus’s daughter; he alfo plundered 
them, and among that prey was found much 
money, and many (laves, as alfo a great num¬ 
ber of foeep, and many other things, which, 
when gained, make mens condition happy'. 
Now when Mithridates, who wms there at this 
time, heard that his villages were taken, lie 
was very much difplcafcd to find that Anileus 
had firft begun to injure him, and to affront 
him in his prel'eut dignity, when he had 
not offered any injury to him before-hand ; 
and he got together the greateft body of horfe- 
men he was able, and thofe out of tha& num¬ 
ber which were of an age fit for war, and came 
to fight Anileus; and when he was arrived at 
a certain village of his own, he lay ftill there, 
as intending to fight him on the day following, 
becaufe it was the fabbath, the day on which 
the jew'S reft. And when Anileus was inform¬ 
ed of this, by a Syrian ftranger of another vil- 
i lage, who not only gave him an exadt account 
of other circurnftances,but told himwhcrc Mith- 
ridates would have a feaft, he took his fupper 
at a proper time, and marched by night, with 
’ an intent of falling upon the Parthians, while 
I they were unapprifed of what they fhould do ; 
fo he fell upon them about the fourth watch of 
the night, and fome of them he flew while they 
were aflceji, and others he put to flight, and 
took Mithridates alive, and fet him naked up¬ 
on an afs,* which among the Parthians is elb 
teemed the greateft reproach poflible. And 
when he had brought him into a wood, with 
fuch a refolution, and his friends dcfired him to 
kill Mithridates, he foon told them his own mind 
to the contrary, and faid, That “ it w'as n&t' 
right to kill a rrian who was of one of the 
principal families among the Parthians, and 
greatly honoured with matching into the royal 
j family: that fo far aS they had hitherto gone 
was tolerable; for although tliey had injured 

hliih- 

. againft feeChnifians, tbcTati-j will never fufler tliem to 
bytt affc's only, when they go abrofid to fee 
, 'the afiuros as, page ia8. 
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Milhridatcs, yet if they preferved his life, this 
benefit would be remenj^ered by him to the 
advantage of thofe that gave it him ; but tliat 
if he were < 3 nce pul to death, the king would 
not be at reft, till he had made a great flaugh- 
'ter of the jews that dwelt at Babylon; to 
whofe fafety we ought to have a regard, both 
oil account of our relation to them, and bc^ 
caul'c, if any misfortune hefal us, wc have no j 
other place to retire to, fmee he hath gotten 
the flower of their youth under him. By this 
thought, and this Ipecch of his made in coun¬ 
cil, he perl'uaded them to a£l accordingly ; fo 
Mithridates was let go. But when he was gone 
away, his wife reproached him, that although 
he was fon-in-law to the king, he negleded to 
avenge himfelf on thofe that had injured him, 
while he took no care about it, but was con¬ 
tented to have been made a captive by the 
Jews, and to have efcaped them ; and flie bid 
him, “ cither to go back, like a man of cour¬ 
age, or elfe flie i ware by the gods of their royal 
family, that flie would certainly dilTolve her 
marriage with him. Upon which, partly be- 
caufe he could not bear the daily troulile of her 
taunts, and partly becaufe he was afraid of iicr 
infolence, left flie Ihould in earneft dilfolve their 
marriage, he unwillingly, and againft his in¬ 
clinations, got together again as large an army 
as he could, and marched along with them, as 
himfelf thinking it a thing not to be borne any 
longer, that he, a Parthian, fliould owe his pre- 
Icrvation to the Jaws, when they had been too 
hard for him in the war. 

7. But as foon as Anileus underftood that 
Mithridates was marching with a great army 
^gainft him, he thought it too ignominious a 
'Viing to tarry about the lakes, and not to take 
'^iic^irft opportunity of meeting his enemies, 
and he iiopetl to have the fame fuccefs, and to 
beat their enemies as they did before ; as alfo 
he ventured boldly upon the like attempts. 
Accordingly he led out his army, and a great 
ipany more joined themfelves to that army, in 
order betake themfelves to plunder other 
people, and in order to td-rify the enemy again 
Jiy their numbers. But when they had marched 
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ninety furlongs, while the roid had been thro* 
dry [and fandy] place.*;, and ahnni ilic mhlft of 
the day, they were bccoino vrythirfty; and 
Mithridates appeared, and iell upon tlicm, 
they were in diftrei's ft'or wuit of w.urr, on 
will-.h account, and on account oi' the time oi’ 
the clay, they were not able to Ivor their wea¬ 
pons. So Anileus and Iiis men were put to an 
ignoiniiiious rout, while men In dcl'pair were 
to attack thofe that were frelh, and in good 
plight; fo a great llalighter w.is made, and 
many ten thnufand men fell. Now Anilems, 
and all that flood firm about him, ran awav, 
as fall as tlicy were able, into a wood, and af¬ 
forded Mithridates tlic pleafure of having gain¬ 
ed a great vi<ftory over them. But there now 
came in to Anileus a conflux of bad men, who 
regarded their own lives very little, if they 
might but gain fome prefent eaf'e, infomuch, 
that they, by thus coming to him, coiapen- 
fated the multitude of thofe that pcrillicd in the 
fight. Yet were not thefe men like to thofe that 
fell, becaufe they w'erc rafli, and uncxcrcifed 
in war; however, with tliefe lie came upon, 
the villages of the Babylonians, and a mighty 
devaflation of all things was made there by the 
injuries that Anileus did them. So the Baby¬ 
lonians, and thofe that had already liceu in the 
war, fent to Neeida, to the jews there, and de¬ 
manded Anileus. But although they did not 
agree to their demands (for il they had been 
willing to deliver him up, it was not In their 
power fo to do) yet did tlicy clefire' to make 
peace with them. To which the <Hhcr repli¬ 
ed, that they alfouwanted to fettle conditions 
of peace with them, and fent men, together 
with the Babylonians, who difeourfed with A- 
nileus about them. But the Babylonians, up¬ 
on taking a view of his fituation, and having 
learned where Anileus and his men lay, fell 
fecretly upon them as they were drunk, and 
fallen afieep, and flew all that they caught of 
them, without any fear, and killed AnilcYs 
himfelf aifo. 

8 . Tin; Babylonians w^ere now freed from 
i^ftilcus’s heavy incurfions, which had been » 
SC great 
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great rcftraint to the effects of that hatred they 
bore to the Jews; for they were altnoft always 
at variance, hy reafon of the contrariety of 
their la-ws; and which party foever grew boldeft 
before the other, they affaultod the other : and 
at this time in particular it was, that, upon the 
ruin of Anllcus’s party, the Babylonians at¬ 
tacked the Jews, which made thofe Jews fo 
vehemently to refent the injuries they received 
from the Babylonians, that being neither able 
to fight them, nor bearing to live with them, 
they went to Seleucia, the principal city of 
thofe parts, which was built by Seleucus Nica- 
tor. it was inhabited by many of the Mace¬ 
donians, but by more of the Grecians ; not a 
few of the Syrians alfo dwelt there ; and thi- 
Uier did the Jews fly, and lived there five years 
without any misfortunes. But on the fixth 
year a peftilence came upon thefc at Babylon, 
wliich occafioned new removals of mens habi¬ 
tations out of that city; and becaufe they came 
fo Seleucia» it happened that a ftill heavier ca¬ 
lamity came upon them on that account, which 
I am going to relate immediately. 

9. Now the way of living of the people of 
Seleucia, which were Greeks and Syrians, was 
commonly quarrelfome, and full of difeord, 
though the Greeks were too hard for the Syri¬ 
ans. When therefore the Jews were come thi¬ 
ther, and dwelt among them, there arofe a fe- 
dition, and the Syrians were too hard for the 
other, by the affiflance of the Jews, who are 
men that* defpife dangers, and very ready to 
fight upon any ocoafion. Now when the 
Greeks had the worfl; in th’s feditioiij and fliw 
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that they had but one way of recovering thei*" 
former authority, and that was, -they could 
prevent the agreement between the Jews and 
the Syrians, they every one difeourfed with 
fuch of tlic Syrians as were formerly their ac¬ 
quaintance, and promifed they would be at 
peace and fricndfhip with them. Accordingly 
they gladly agreed fo to do 5 and when this 
was done by the principal men of both nations, 
they foon agreed to a reconciliation, and when 
they were fo agreed, they both knew that the 
great fign of fuch their union w’ould be their 
common hatred to the Jews. Accordingly thev 
fell upon them, and flew above fifty thoufaru! 
of them; nay, the Jews were all deflroyed, ex¬ 
cepting a few who efcaped, either by the com- 
paflion which their friends or neighbours af¬ 
forded them, in order to let them fly away, 
Thefe retired to Ctefiphon, a Grecian city, and 
fituated near to Seleucia, where the king [oi 
Parthia] lives in winter every year, and where 
the greateft part of his riches are repofited ; but 
the Jews had here no certain fettlement thofe 
of Seleucia having little concern for the king’s 
honour. Now the whole nation of the Jews 
were in fear both of the Babylonians, and of 
the Seleucians, becaufe all'the Syrians that live 
in thofe places agreed with the Seleucians in 
in the war againft the Jews j fo they moft of 
them gathered themlelves together, and went 
to Neerda, and Nifibis, and ‘obtained fecurity 
there by the fl'rength of thofe cities; befidcs 
which, their inhabitants, who were a great 
many, were all warlike men. And this was 
the ftate of the Jews at this time in Babylonia. 
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Containing the Interval of Three Tears and an half 

[Prom tlie Departure of the Jews out of Babylon, to Fadus, the Roman 

Procurator.} 


CHAP. I. 

H'jw Cains ^ was Jlaln hy Cherca. 

% 'TOW this Caius i’ did not demonf- 

I trate his madnefs in oflering in- 

^ juries only to the Jews at Jerula- 
icin, or to thole that dwelt in the neighbour¬ 
hood, but liilFered it to extend itfclf through all 
the earth and fea, fo far as was in fubjedion 
to the Romans, and filled it with ten thoufand 
mifehiefs; fo many indeed in number as no 
former hiftory relates.. But Rome itfclf felt tlie 
moll difmal effeds of what he did, while he 
deemed that not to he any way mpre honour¬ 
able than the reft of the cities; but he pulled 
and hauled its other citizens, but efpccially the 
ienate, and particularly the nobility, and fuch 
as had been dignified by ifluftrious anceftors; 
he alfo had ten thoufand devices againft fuch 
of the equeftrian order, as it was ftylcd, who 
were efteemed by the citizens equal in dignity 
and wealth with the fenators, becaufe out of 
them the fenators were themfelvcs chofen : thefe 
.fte treated after' an ignominious manner, and 
'f^oved them out of his way, while they were 
at once flain, and their wealth plundered; be¬ 
caufe he flew men generally in orddr to feize 

• In this and the three next chapters wc have, I think, 
a larger and more dillinifl: account of the flaaghter of Ca- 
•ins, and the filcceflion d Claudius, than v.i i a\. of any 
fuch anejent fa^is -whatfoever elfcwhere.. homo of the t 
cafions of which probably were, jofep! ns’s intter hatred 
againft tyranny, and the pleafure he lU giving the hif- 
'■t&ry of the llaughter of fuch a batbarous tyrant as was this 


on their riches. He alfo alTertcd his own di-- 
vinity, and inlifted on greater honours to be 
paid him by his fubjedls, than are due to raan- 
kiiul. He alfo frequented that temple of |u- 
pitcr which they ftyle the Capitol^ which is with 
them the moft holy of all their temples, and 
had boldnefs enough to call hiinfelf the brother 
of Jupiter. And other pranks he ditl like a 
madman ; as when he laid a bridge from the 
city Dicearchia, which belongs to Campania, to 
Mifenum, another city upon the fea-fide, from 
one promontory to another, of the length of 
thirty furlongs, as mcafured over the fea. And 
this was done, hccaufc he efteemed it to be a 
moft tedious thing to row over it In a fmall 
fhip, and thought withal, that it became him 
to make that bridge, fince he was lord of the 
fea, and’might oblige it to give marks of obe¬ 
dience as well as the earth; fo lie incloicd the 
whole bay within his bridge, and drove his 
chariot over it; and thought that, as he was a 
god, it wavS fit for him to travel over Inch roads 
as this vras. Nor did he abltain from the plun¬ 
der of any of the Grecian temples, and gave 
order, that all the engravings, and fcnljiturcs, 
and the reft of the ornaments of the ftatucs 

and 

Caius Cnliguia, as-alfo die deliverance his own nation had 
by tliat flaughter, .of wjiicli he fpcaks, ^ 2 . tt;g' riier wiili 
thfc great intimacy lie had with Agrippa jiinit,.'), v. lioft fa¬ 
ther wa.s deeply concerned in the adv.mi-Liixnt ofClaudi- 
U9j UMfl the death of Caius •, from which Agupp.a junior 
Jofcpnus nji^ht be fully informed of this Itillory.. 
f Called C(fligula by the Rom-ms. 
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and donations, therein dedicated, fhould be | 
‘bitjuglit to him, faying. That “ the beft things j 
Otight to be fet no where but in the heft place, 
and that the city of Rome was that beft place.” 
He alfo" adorned his own houfe and his gardens 
with the'euriofities brought from thofc temples, 
together with the houfes he lay at when he 
travelled all over Italy; whence he did not 
fcruple to give a command, that the ftatue of 
Jupiter Olympius, fo called, becaiife he was 
honoured at the Olympi.tn games by the Greeks, 
which was the work of Phidias the Athenian, 
ihould be brought to Rome. Yet did not he 
■compafs his end, bccaufe the architcQs told 
Memrnius Regulus, who w'as commanded to 
remove that ftatue of Jupiter, that the work- 
manfhip w'as fuch as would be fpoiled, and 
wmuld not bear the removal. It was alfo re¬ 
ported that Mcmmius, both on that account, 
and on account of fome fuch miglity prodigies 
as are of an incredible nature, put off the ta¬ 
king it dowti, and wTote to Cains tliofe ac- 
as his apology for not having done 
vhit his cpiftle required of him; and that 
when he was thence in danger of perifliing, he 
was faved by (jaius’s being dead himfclf, be¬ 
fore he had put him to death. 

2 . NAYjCalus’smadnefs cameto this height, 
that when he had a daughter horn, ha carried 
her into the Capitol, and put her upon the 
knees of the ftatue, and laid, that the child ! 
XV.1S contirion to him and tf> Inpiter, and deter- ! 
iiilnct! that ihe had two lathers, but which of 
i’.itlicis \vcrc the greateft, he left uudeter- 
s'lii.cd ; and ycl mankind bore him in llich his 
] laitks. He alio gave leave to Haves to accufe 
their mailers of any crimes whatfoever they 
pleai'cd ; for all fuch accufations were terrible, 
bccaufe they were in great })art made to pleafe 
him, and at his iiiggcllion, iufomuch, that Pol¬ 
lux, ClauditJs’s Have, had the holdnefs to lay 
an accufaiion agalnil Ciaudius himfelf, a-nd Ca- 
ius was mr, aihamed to he prefent at his trial of 
life and death, to hrm that trial of his own 
tmcle, in hopes of Jreing able to take hitn oft', 
although this did not fuccced to his mind. 
But -^hen he had filled the wholtj habitable 
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world, which he governed, with falfe accufa¬ 
tions and miferies, and had ocaafioned the 
greateft infult of Haves againft their mafters, 
who indeed in great raeafure ruled them, there 
were many fccret plots now laid againft him ; 
fome in anger, and in order for men to re¬ 
venge thenifclves, on account of the miferies 
they had already undergone from him ; and o- 
thers made attempts upon him, in order to 
take him oH' before they fliould fall into fuch 
great miferies, w'hlle his death came very for¬ 
tunately for the prefervation of the laws of all 
1 men, and had a great influence upon the puh- 
: lie w^elfare ; and this happened moft happily 
for our narton in particular, which had almoft 
utterly perillred if he had not been fuddenly 
Hain. And I confefs I have a mind to give a, 
full account of this matter, particularly hecaul'e 
it will afi'ord great aHTurance of the power of 
God, and great comfort to thofe that are under 
afflidhions, and wife caution to thofe who thitik 
their happinefs will never end, nor bring them 
at length to the moft lafting miferies, if they 
do not condudt their lives by the principles of 
virtue. 

3. Now there were three fe'v^eral confpiracies 
made in order to take off Cains, and each of 
thefe three were conduced by excellent per- 
fons. Emilias Regulus, born at Corduba in 
Spain, got fome men together, and was defir- 
ous to take Cains off, cither by them, or by 
himfelf. Another confpiracy there was laid 
by them under the condudt of Cherea Caffuis, 
the tribune [of the Pretorian band] ; Minucia- 
nus Annins was alfo one of great confcquence 
among thofe that were prepared to oppofe liis 
tyranny. Now the feveral occafions of thefe 
mens feveral hatred and confpiracy againft Ca-r- 
ius were thefe : Regulus had indignation aPrdv 
hatred againft all injuftice; for he had a mind 
naturally angry, aud bold, and free, which 
made him not conceal his counfels; fo he com¬ 
municated them to many of his friends, and to 
others, who feemed to him perjbns of activity , 
and vigour ; Minucianus entered into con¬ 
fpiracy, becaufe of the injuftice dons to Eepi- 

*dus, . 
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. tins, his particular friend, and one of the bcfl! 
charafter of all the citizens, whom Cains had | 
llain, as alfo becaufe he was afraid of himfelf, | 
lince Caius'’s wrath tended to the flau<;htcr ot ! 
all alike : and for Cherea, he came in bceauie j 
he thought it a dedd wortliy of a free ingenuous i 
man to kill Caius, and was aOiamed of tlie re- 
]>roaches he hiy under from Caius as though he 
were a coward ; as alfo bccaufe he was hinil’elf i 
in danger every day from his friendihip with ^ 
lum, and the obfcrvancc he paid him. Thefc | 
men propofed this attempt to all the reil that 
were concerned, who faw the injuries that 
were olfcred them, and were defirous that Ca- 
ins’s daughter might luccecd by their mutual 
athllance of one another, and they might them- 
felves efcape being killed by the taking off Ca¬ 
ins ; that perhaps they fliould gain their point, 
and that it would be an happy thing if they 
dtoLild gain it, to approve themfelvcs to fo ma¬ 
ny excellent perfons as ecumeflly vviflied to be 
partakers with them in their dcfign, for the de¬ 
livery of the city, and of the government, even 
a: the hazard of their own lives. But ffill 
Cherea was the mod: zealous of them all, both 
out of a defire of getting himfelf the greatejl 
name, and alfo by reafon of his aceds to Caius’s 
jirefence, with lefs danger, becaufe lie was tri¬ 
bune, and could therefore the more eafily kill 
liiin. 

4. Now at this time came on the horfe- 
races [Circenfiatl games}; the view of which 
games was eagerly dedred by the people of 
Rome ; for they come with great alacrity into 
the hippodrome [Circus] at iucli times, and 
petition their emperors, in great multitudes, 
vfor what they ffand in need of; wdio ulually 
^x^not think fit to deny them their requclls, 
init readily and gratefully granted them. Ac¬ 
cordingly they mod: importunately dedred, that 
Caius would now eaie them in their tributes, 
and abate foinewhat of the rigor of the taxes im- 
pofed upon them; but he would not hear theii 
petition ; and, w'hcn their clamouis incicafed, 
he 1‘enf Ibldiers, Ibme on<? way, and feme 
another, and gave order that they fliould lay 
hold on thofe that made the clamours, and. 
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withoiu any more a-do, bring them our, and 
j)ut iliem to death. I'hclc were Cains's coi".- 
inand;'., and thole who were comnnvxlcd exe¬ 
cuted the dune; and the mnnbcr oftlK/fc wim 
were iLdn on this occalion was very great. 
Now tlic jieople faw this, and liore it fo i'.n', 
that they left olf cLunouring, becaufe they fiw 
wdth their own eyes, lliat thi.s petition to be 
relieved, as to the jiaymenl of their monev, 
brougbl immediate death ujion tliein. 'rhefe 
things made Clicrca more rel’olute to go on 
with bis plot, iti order to put an cud to tliis 
barbarity of Caius againft men. He then, at 
j| fevcral limes, thought to fall iqion Cains even 
ji as he w'as fealling; yet did Jic rellrain hitnl'eJf 
! by fomc coniiderations; not that he had any 
; doubt on him about killing him, but a.s watch- 
I ing for a proper fcafon, that the attempt might 
! not be fruftrated, but that he iniglit give tltc 
i blow' fo as might certainly gain his puqio/e. 

I 5. CuHREA had been in the army a long 
! time, yet was he not pleafed with conveding 
fo mucli with Caius, But Caius had fethlm 
, to retpiire the tributes, and other dues, which, 
when not paid in due time, were forfeited to 
Cxfar’s treafury ; ;ind he had made fome de¬ 
lays in requiring them, bccaufe thofe burdens 
had been doubled, and had rather indulged hie 
own mild difixtlition, than performed Caius’s 
command : nay, indeed, he provoked Caius to 
anger by iiis fparing men, and pitying the hard 
fortunes of tliole from w'hoin he dciiiaruled the 
; taxes, and Cains upbraided him vvitli hjs floth 
I and effeminacy in*l)eing fo long almut colletffing' 
i the taxes. And indeed he did not only affront 
j him in other refpeCls, but when he gave him 
I the w’atch-vvord of the day, to whom if w'as to 
: be given by his jilace, he gave him feminine 
; w'ords, and thofe of a nature very reproachful; 
and thefe watch-words he gave out, as having 
been initiated in the fecrets of certain niyftcries, 

; which he had been himfelf the author of. 

' Now', although he Irad fometlmes jiut on w'o- 
! mens clothes, and had been wrapt in fonie em,-' 

1 broidered garments to them belonging, and 
' done a great many other things, in order to^ 
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make the company raiftake him for a woman ; 
yet did he, by way of reproach, obje£l the 
like womaiiilh behaviour to Cherea. But, 
when Gherca received the watch-word from 
him, he had intlignation at it, but had greater i 
indignation at the delivery of it to otiiers, as 
being laughed at by tlipfe that received it; in- 
foniuch, that his fellow-tribunes made him the 
I'ubjcdl of their drollery : ibr they would fore- ; 
tel tluit he would bring them fome of his ufual 
watch-words, when he was about to take.the | 
watch-word from Ctefar, and would thereby j 
make him ridiculous ; on which accounts he 
took the courage of alfiunlng certain partners 
to him, as having juft reafons for his indigna- 
tioa againft Caius. Now there was one l^om- 
pedius a fenator, and one who had gone through 
almoft all poftsin the government, but otherwife 
an Epicurean, and for that reafon loved to lead 
an unadlivc life. Now 'Eimidius, an enemy 
of his, had informed Caius, that he had ufed 
indecent reproaches againft him, and had made 
ufe of Qaintilia for a witnefs to them : a wo¬ 
man, ftie. was, much beloved by many that fre¬ 
quented the theatre, and particularly by Pompe- 
dius, on account of her great beauty. Now 
this woman thought it an horrible thing to at- 
teft to an accufation that touched the life of her 
lover, which was alfo a lie. Tiinidlus, how- 
c ver, wantvd. to have her hi ought to the torture. 
Caius was irritated at this leproach upon him, 
and commanded Chgren, without any delay, 
to torture Qnintilia, as he ufed to employ CHic- 
rea in f ch bloody matters, and thole that re- 
<juired the torture, becwtufe he thought he would 
do it the more barbaroully, in order to avoid 
that imputation of effeminacy which he had 
laid upon him. But Qnintilia, when flie was 
brought to the rack, trod upon the fpot of one 
of her adbeiates, and let liim know, that he 
might be of good courage, and not be afraid qf 
the confequcnce of her tortures; for tha& ftte 
^ would bear them with magnanimity. Cherea 
tfeffnfed tb"s woman after a cruel manner; un- 
wiliinV^y indeed, but bccaufe.he Cftuld iqmt help 
; k. He then brought her, without being in. 
tie lead moved at what ftte had fuffered, into, 


the prefence of Caius, atidthat iti fuch a flate as . 
was fad to behold; and Caiu.s, beingfomewhat 
affcfled with the fight of (^intilia, who had 
her body miferably tiifordcred by the pains fhe 
had undergone, freed both hw and Pompedius 
of the crime laid to their charge. He allb 
gave her money to make her an honourable a- 
mends, and comfort her for that onaiming of 
her body which ftie had fuffered, and for her 
glorious patience under fuch unfufferable tor¬ 
ments. 

6. This matter forely grieved Cherea, as 
having been the caufc as far as he could, or 
the inftrument of thofe miferies to men, which 
feemed worthy of confolation to Caius himfell ; 
on which account, he faid to Clement, and to 
Papinius (of whom, Clement was general' of 
the army, and Papinius was a tribune) “ 'Po be 
fare, O Clement, we have no way failed in our 
guarding the emperor; for, as to thofe that 
have made confpTractcs againft his government, 
fomc have been llain by our care and pains, 
and, Ibme have been by us tortured, and this 
to fuch a degree, that he hath himfclf pitied, 
them. How great then is our virtiie in fub- 
mitting to condud his armies Clement-held 
1 his peace, but fhewed the fhame he was under 
1 in obeying Caius’s orders, both by his eyes 
I and his blufhing countenance, while he thought 
it by no means light to accufc the emperor in. 
exprefs words, left their own fafety fliould be 
endangered thereby. Upon wliich Cherea took 
i courage, and fpake to him without fear of the 
I dangers, that were before him, and difeourfed 
largely ofth^fore calamities under which the ci¬ 
ty and the government then laboured, and faid, 

“ V/e may indeed pretend in words, that Cai-/ 
us is the perfon unto whom the caufe of f«£;li‘ ^ 
miferies ought to be imputed; bui, in the o- 
pinion of fuch as are able to judge uprightly, it 
is 1 , O Clement, and this Papinius, and liefo’re 
us, thou thyfelf, who bring thefe tortures upon 
the Romans, and upon all mankind. It is not 
done by our bein^ fubfervient to the.commands 
of Caius, but it is done by our own obftfent; 
for whereas ft is in oiir power to put an end 
< te 
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to the life of this mao, who hath fo terribly 
injured the citizens and his fubjefts, we arc his 
guard in raifchief, and his executioners, inftead 
of his fpldiers, and are the inllruments of his 
cruelty. We bear thcfe weapons not for our 
liberty, not for the Roman government,^ but 
only for his prefcrvation, who hatli enllaved 
both their bodies and their minds; and we are 
every day polluted with the blood that we fhed, 
and the tonnents we inllidt upon others ; and 
this we do, till fomebody becomes Caius’s in- 
llrument in bringing the like niiferies upon 
ourfelves. Nor docs be thus employ us, be- 

■ caufc he hath a kindncTs for us, but rather 
becaufe he hath a ful'piciou of us, as alfo be- 
caufe, when abundance more have been killed 
(for Caius will fot no bounds to his wrath, 
iince he aims to do all, not out of regml to 
juftice, but to his own pleafure) we fliall alfo 
Qurlelves be expofed to his cruelty whereas 
we ought to be the means of confirming the fe- 
curity and liberty of all^ and at the fame time 
to refolve to free ourfelves from dangers,” 

y. EIereOPON Clement openly commend¬ 
ed Cherea’s intentions; but bid him.“ hold his 
tongue for that, in cafe his words fliould get 
out among many, and fuch things fhnukl be 
fpread abroad a^ were fit to be concealed, the 
plot would’ come-to be difeovered before it was 
executed, and they fliould l)e brouglit to pun- 
idiment; but that they ihould leave all to futu¬ 
rity, and, the hope which,thence arofe, that 
fonve fortunate event would come to their af- 
hiflance :. that as for bimfelf, his age would not 
permit, him to make any attempt in that cafe. 

Howeverj^. althoitgh perhaps I could fnggefi: 

^ what may be fafer than what, thou, Cherea, 
contrived, and faid, yet how is it pofiiblc 
for any ppe to fugged; what is more for.thy re¬ 
putation?”' So Clement went his .way heme, 
with deep reflexions on what, he had beard, 
and wliat, lie had himl'elf faid. Cherea alfo was 
under a concern, and went quickly to Corneli- 

■ us Sabinus, vvho was himlelf one of the tri¬ 
bunes; and .whom he. otherwife knew to be a 
worthy maji, and .a loyer of liberty, and on. 
that account very uneafy at the prefent man-. 
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agement of public affairs ; he being ddirOus to 
come Lnamediately to the execution of what had 
been determined, and thinking it right for him 
to propofe it to the other, and afraid left Cle¬ 
ment fhould dxfcover them, and belides'looking. 
upon delay’^s and puttings off' to be next to (k • 
liking from the enterprize. 

8. But as all was agreeable to Sabinus, who- 
had hiinfelf, equally with Cherea, the fame dc- 
lign, but had been filcnt for want of a perfon 
to whom he could fafely communicate that de- 
lign ; fo having now met with one, who not 
only pHTOifed to conceal what he lieard, but 
who had already opened his mind to him, he 
was much more encouraged, and defired of;. 
Cherea,.tliat no delay might be made thereiii. . 
Accordingly they went to Minucianus, who ^ 
was as virtuous a man, and as zealous to do 
glorious aXions as themfelves, and fufpoXedby. 
Caius on occafion of the llaughtcr of J.epitlus j 
for INIinucianus and Lepidus were intimate 
friends, and both in fear of the dangers that 
they were under ; for Caius was terrible to all 
the great men, as appearing ready to aX a jnad 
part tow.ards each of them in particular, and to¬ 
wards all of them in general; antLthefe men 
M^ere afraid, of one another, wliilc they were, 
yet uncaly at the poftiire .of atTairs, but avoided 
to declare their mind and tficir hatred agaiiift. 
Caius to one anotlier, out of fear of the dangers 
they migiit be in thereby, altliough they per¬ 
ceived l)y otfjer means their mutual hatred 
againft Caitis, and on that aceoiuit were not 
averl'c to a mutual kindnefs one t(;wards'an-- 
other.- 

9. When Minucianus and Cherea had met 
together, and faluted one anoiiier (a:- thev had 
been ufed, in former converfat.'ons, to give die 
uppcrdiand to Minucianus, both on account of 
his eminent dignity, for he was the nobleft of 
all the,citizens, and liighly commended by^all 
men, cfpecially when he made fpeeches to 

|*^hcm) Minticianus began firft, and ai'ked Che¬ 
rea, What was the watch-word he.had received ; 
that day from Cai-'s? for the aflVont, wliich 
was offered Chkea.iu giving the watch-words, , 

' ' ■ ' ■ - ■ "dirndl 
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vv.is famous over tlie city. But Chcrca made'i rour.uic Idni, which‘bid him finifli wdiat he 
no (k'Liy, io lony as to reply to that queUiou, was a'uout, and take the ojiportuuily tliat Prt-- 
out ol the |oy he had tlial i\Iinuciami.>i would . \iikni:e airorded ; and tliat C'lerca at iirll iui- 
iiave fiirli eonfideucc in fiiin as to diteou'de '' pek' t! i fomc one f)f the couljuratofs had 
witli him. Ikit do tliou,” laid he, giveir. trayed him, and he w'as caught, but at lenyt!> 
me tile vvatch-vvord of liberty; and 1 return | perceit ed that it wots by way of exhortation, 
thee my ihanlts, that tb.ou hall io greativ en-j Whether lome hody, that waut conleious cf 
ccmraj'od me to e\ei t myfell ailcr au extraordi- I what lie was about, pave a fignal lor his cii- 
u I) V m inner ; n>!i- do 1 Hand in need of inanv eour.aeement, or whether it were Clod liiitdek, 
e- (-rdr. to eni onraye me, itnee botii iliou and 1 , wi.o ’(.cks up.on the adlions of men, tiuil eii- 
are ol t!ie lame mind, ami partakers of the lame ('tiiirastcd liim to go on l>oldly in his lieiign, i> 
rerolutions, and this lielore ww have confcri'ctl ; imcerlaiij. I'h.c plot was now comm.uniiated 
Top, ether. 1 have indeed but one iword girt on, [j to a great many, and they were all in their ar- 
but this one will lerve us both. Come on, imour; feme ol tlie conljiirators being ieuaters, 
thereiore ; let us let about tlie work. Do thou j atid lome oi the eqticllrian order, and as iiianv 
go iirtl, if tliou ball a mind, and bkk me lol- | of the loklitry as w'erc made accjuainted ’nitl. 
low thee ; or die I will pni iirll, and thou Ibalt |l it ; lor there was not one of them who would 
alfiil me, and w'e will allill one another, and j not reckon it a part of Ids haiqiincfs to kih 
trnll one anotlier. Nor is iliere a iiocclfity loi ! Cains, and on that account they wci'c all verv 
.;veri one hvord to inch as have a mind rlil-i| /ealous in the affair, by what means loeveraio' 


poied to ilieh works, by wducli mind the Iword | 

ufes to be luccelsfuk 1 am zealous abemt this ; 

aillicn, nor am 1 foHcitous what 1 may myfclf, 

nuderpro ; for i am not at leilure to conlider the 

da'ngcrs that may come upon mylcil; io deeply 

am I troubled at the ll.ivcr\- our ('uce Irce 

couatrv is now under, and at tliccoutcmut rail 

u[)on mir c;;i.. llent laws, and at the dellruclion 

Wiileh hsM'w over all men hv the means of Ca- : 

lUs. 1 wi)h tliat i ni.iv lie iudgeii by thee, | 

ind tk;a. tliou miyd eileein me woithy of ere- i 

lii: in ihwe u'.atiors, keing we are both ol the j 

l.iuie orinii n, am! there is herein no diderence 
» * 

I • ” 

I'ot'.veee. im 

lo. iVli nurd mis fiw the veluencricy 

■•■vitli which Cticrca de'ivcretl himitli, he gk.d- 
Jv einluvieed him, ami enccniragcd idm in his 
i'old .ittemp't, commending !dm, am! embracing 
ki:n ; io lie let Idm go with Ids good willies ; 
a,ml lome al.hrin, that he thercbv conhrmed 
' linucianus in the p/rofccution of wh,at had 


one could come at it, that he might not be be- 
Idud-liand in tlicfe virtuous dcligns, but might; 
be ready wdlh all his alacrity or power, botlr 
by w'ords and adions, to conqilete this ilatigli- 
tcr of a tyrant. Ami bcfidcs tbefe, Callillus 
alfo, wlio w;ss a frccd-inan of Caiu!-, and was 
the only man that had arrived at the greatdl 
degree of power under him ; fuch a power, in¬ 
deed, as was in a inanmr c([u;!! to the power 
of llie tyrant blmfclf, by tlie dread that all men 
bad of 1dm, and by the great riches he had ac- 
cjuired; for he took bribes mofi^plemteoullv, 
ami ernnmitted injuries witliouf bounds, ami 
I was more extravagant in the ufe of his power 
! in unjuH jiroccedings than any oilier. lie alfo 
1 knew the difpolition of Cains to be iTn[)lacablc, 

I and never to be turned from what be had rc- 
j fclved on. l ie had withal many other reakijis 
I Tvhy be thought himlclf in danger, and the"' 
: vallncli; of iiis wealth was not one of the leak 
; of them : on which account he privately in- 


aeen ap.rced amoiyg them ; lor, as Cherca cn- 


gratiated himfdf with Claudius, and transl'errcd 


rered into the comt, the report runs, that a1 Ids conrtlhip to him, out of this hope, that in 
Voice came from among the uuiltitiide to en- ■ , calc 


* liiTl fiaa a voire as tliis is rd.ilvil to be, came, snd tlic; man as tlie clnircli of Smyrna jffurcs 1:5 in 

'll'? trorn an unkiuAvn original .ilfo, to the f.inious J’cly- ! acccuiit d tlait his niartvdoin, J y. 

I ,np, f: V, ,o to fnanjTtlom, bitUliiig him play i 
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cafe, upon the removal of Cains, the govern¬ 
ment fhould come to him, his intereft in fuch 
changes ftiould lay a foundation for his prefer- 
ving his dignity under him, fnee he laid in 
before-hand a ftock of merit, and did Claudius 
good o/Tices in his promotion. He had alfo the 
Ijoldnefs to pretend, that he had been perfuaded 
to make away Claudius by poifoning him, hut 
had dill invented ten thoufand exeules for dc- 
laving to do it. But it feems prohahle to me, 
that Calliftus only counterfeited this, in order 
to ingratiate himfelf with Claudius ; for, if 
Cains had been in earned rcfolved to take off 
Claudius, he would not have admitted of Cal- 
lidus’s cxcufcs,' ifor would Callldus, if he had 
been injoined to do fuch an adl as was deiircd 
by Gains, have put it off, nor, if he had dif- 
obeyed thofe injumdions of his mader, had he 
cfcapcd immediate punidimcnt; while Claudi¬ 
us was preferved from the madnefs of Caius by 
a certain Divine Providence, and Callidus pre¬ 
tended to fuch a piece of merit as he no way 
deferved. 

11. However, the execution of Chorea’s 
deligns was put off from day to day hy the 
doth of many therein concerned ; for as to Che- 
rea himfelf, he would not willingly make any 
delay in that execution, thinking every time a 
fit time for it; for freupient opportunities offer¬ 
ed themfelvcs ; as when Caius went up to the 
Capitol to lacriiice for Ills daughter ; or when 
he flood upon his royal palace, and threw gold 
and diver pieces of money among the people, 
he might be -puflied down headlong, hecaufe 
the top of the palace, that looks toward the 
market-place, was very high; and alfo when 
he celebrated the myfleries, which he had ap- 
: pointed at that time ; for he was then no way 
•fecliided from the people, hut lolicitous to do 
everything carefully and decently, and was free 
from all fidpicion, that he lliould be then af- 
faultcd by any body; and although the gods 
fhould afford him no divine alTiftance to enable 
him to take away his life, yet hid he ftrength 

• Here jofephus fuppofes, that U was Au-^uftus, and 
Bot Julius Cxfar, who firit changed the Roman conimon- 


himfelf fufficlcnt to difpatch Caiiir., even wit! - 
our a Iword. Thus was Chcroa angry at his 
fcllow-confpirators, for fear tliey iJiould luffer 
a proper opportunity to pais by ; <nul they were 
I themidves lenlible, tliat he had iull c.ujfe to be 
angry at tliem, anti that his et'.ui ncl» was fot 
tficir advantage : vet did they ddiic lie wou'J 
linve a little longer jiatietiLC, lell, np<)u any 
tiir.ipjiointment they niight meet witli, they 
fliould pur the city into dilt)rder, and an intjtii- 
litiou fliould be made afier the courj)!:ary, and 
1 fliould render the courage of thole, tliat were 
I to attack Caius, without luccefs, while he would 
Hlien fecure himfelf more c ircfully than ever 
I againfl them ; that it would therefore be th.c 
, bell to let about the work wivcii the flicws were 
; exhibited in the palace. Thcfe flicws were 
j adled in honour of that Gsefar, * who firft of 
j all changed the popular government, andtua^^' 
ferred it to himfelf: galleries being fixed 
the palace, where the Romans that were pa¬ 
tricians Irecame fpedators, together witli their 
children, and their wives, and C.i’far himl'clf 
j was to he alfo a fpcclator ; and they reckoned 
! among thofe many ten thoiifands, who would 
there be crowded into a narrow compafs, they 
fhould have a favourable opportunity to make 
their attempt upon him as he came in ; hecaufe 
his guards that fliould protect him, if any of 
them fliould have a mind to do it, W'ould not 
here be able to give him any aflillancc. 

12. CriEREA confented to this delay ; and, 
when the Ihews were exhibited, it w'as relbl- 
ved to do the wuik the lirfl day. liut fortune, 
which allowed a farther delay to his flaughtcr, 
was too hard for their foregoing refolution; and, 
as three days of the regular time for thefc Ihews 
were now over, they had mucli-a-do to get the 
bufinefs done on the lull day. Then Chert a 
called the confpirators together, and fpake thus 
to them ; “ So much time pafled away without 
efftdl is a reproach to us, as delaying to go 
through fuch a virtuous defign as we are en¬ 
gaged 

wealth into a monarchy for thcfe flicws were in honour 
of Augvftus, as we fliali learn in the next fc^tiou but ouc. 
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gag(?d ia ; hnt more fatal will tiii^ (ielay prove, 
jf wo be clifcovered, and tlie defign he frullra- 
ted ; for Ciiiis will then become more cruel in 
his unjuft proceedings. Dt) iu;t we fee how 
long wc deprive all our friend ; of their liberty, 
And give tlaius leave ftiil to tyrannize over 
them ? while wc ought to procure them fccti- 
yity for the future, and, by laying a foundation 
for the happinch,; of others, gain to ourfclves 
great admiration a:id honour for all time to 
come.” Now, while the con('piratf)is had no¬ 
thing tolerable to fav i)y way of contradiction, 
and vet did not quite relifli what they were 
lining, but Hood lilciit and allonillicd, he laid 
farther, “ O my brave comrades, why do we 
make fuch delays ? Do not you lee tliat tills is 
the lad day of thefe Ibews, and that Ciaius is 
abont to go to fca ? for he is preparing t(i fall to 
Alexandria, in order to lee f gypt. Is it there- 
fitme for 3 'our honour to let a man go out of ‘ 
■^'our hands, who is a reproach to mankind, and I 
to permit him to go alter a ponqxms manner, i 
triumphing both ai Iniul and fear Siiall mjt we 
be jultly alhamed ol’ourielves, if we give leave ' 
to I'omc Kgyplian or other, wlio Ib dl think his , 
injuries unl'uirerahle to free men, to kill him ? As ^ 
lor mvj'elf, 1 will no longer bear your How pro¬ 
ceedings, but will exjiole mylelf to the dangers ■ 
of the enterprize this very day, and bear cheer- 
full v whatfoever dull he the eonlt-quence ef 
the attempt ; nor, let them he ever fo great, 
will I jmt them od’ any longer ; for, to a 
wife and courageous man, what can be more 
inifcrable titan that, while 1 am all\c, any i 
one elfe fltould kill Ciiius, and deprivje me odd 
the liouour oi lo virtuous an aeliuii. j 

13 . W'nr.N Ciherca had Ijiokcn thus, he zea- I 
ioully let al)uut the ^vol■k, atid inlplrctl courage i 
into the red to go on with it; and they were all 
eager to fall to it without farther delay. So he ; 
was at the palace in the morning, with his e- 
qucdr’ ni I'word girt on him ; for it was tiie cuf- 
toni that the tribunes lliould aflc.lbr the watch¬ 
word with their fwords on; and this was tlie 
day on which Duerea wrus, by cullom, to re¬ 
ceive the watcli-word ; and the nuiltitudc were 
already come to the palace-, to be foun euough 


for feeing the flicws, and that in great crowds, 
and one tumulruoufly crulhing another, while 
(laius was deliglitcd witli this eagernels of the 
nuihitude ; for which reafon there was no or¬ 
der ohl'ervcd in the fcaling men, nor was any 
jieculiar place appointed for the fenators, or Icu' 
the equedrian order ; but they fat at r.andom, 
men and women together, and the free men 
wore mixed witli tlie drives. So (iaius came 
I out in a lolemu manner, and oflcrcd facridee 
i to Attgudus C'xdar, in whofe honour indeed 
thefe dicws were celeln'ated. Now it happen¬ 
ed, upon the fall of a certain ju'icd, tliat tlie 
g~anncnt of Afprenas, a lonator, was filled 
with blood, which made vhdus laugh, al- 
thougli tliis was an evident omen to Afpiegas : 
fur he was llain at tlie lame time with (..'aius. 
It is alfo related, that Gaius W'as that day, con- 
j trary to his ulual eiidoin, ib very all'ahle and 
good-natured in his eonverfation, that every 
one of tliole that were prefent were adonillicti 
at it. Alter the lacrihce was over, Gaius be¬ 
took hlnilclf to lee the Ihews, and fat down lor 
that purpofc, as did alfo the princijial of ids 
friends hi near him. Now the pacts of the 
theatre were fo fadened together, as it tiled to 
be every year, in the manner following: It had 
two doors, the one door led to the open air, the 
other was for going into, or going out of tlic 
doiflcrs, that thole tvithiu tlie theatre might 
not he thereby thdurbed ; hut out of one gal¬ 
lery there went an inward palfagc, parted into 
partitions alfo,-which led into another gallery,, 
U) give room to the combatants, and to the 
mnlicians to go out as occalion ferved. ^Vhcn 
tlie multitude were fet down, and Gherea, with 
the other tribunes alfo, were let down alfo, and 
the right corner of the theatre was allotted to 
Gaalar, one Vaiinius, a letiator, commander of- 
the pretoriaa hand, alked of Gluvius, one that, 
fat by him, and was of confukir dignity alio, 
“ V/liethcr lie had lieard any tiling of news or 
not but took care that nobody' ilioulil liear 
what he laid f and when Gluvius replied, That, 
lie had heard no news.” “Know, then,” 

I laid Vatiaius, “ That tljc game of the daugliter 
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of tyrants is to be played this day.” But Clu- 
vius replied, “ O brave comrade, hold thy 
peace, Icll Ibmc other of the Achaians hear 
thy tale.” And as there was abundance of 
autumnal ffult thrown among the r])edfators, 
and a great number of birds, that were of great 
valye to fiich as poni'llcd them, on account of 
their rarenefs, Cains avas plcaled with the birds 
lighting Ibr the fruits, and with the violence 
wherewith the I'pedlators fci/.cd upon tliem : and 
here he pcrcc'ivcd two prodigies lltat liappcned 
there ; for an atfor was introduced, hy whom 
a leader of robbers was cruciiied, and i!ic pan¬ 
tomime brought in a pUv ealled Ciuvras, wherc- 
iu he huTtfelf »,..o' to be Haiti, as well as his 
daugfitcr Ivlyrrha, and wherein a great deal ol 
iivlitious blood was ihed, both about him that 
was erucihed, and alfo about (linyras. !t is 
alio confeifed, that this was the lame day where¬ 
in raufanias, a friend oi bliiUp, the ion ol A- 
uivntas, who was king ol Macedonia, Hew him, 
as he was entering into the theatre. And now 
(laiLl^ was in doubt whether he lliould tarry to 
the end of the Ihcws, hccaulc it was the lalf day, 
or whether he Ihould not go lirfi: to llie bath, and 
to dinner, and thenreturn and fit down as belorc. 
Hereupon Minuclanus, who I'af over Cains, 
and was afraid that tlie C'jiportunity Ihoulti fail 
them, got up, hecaufc he law Cherea was al¬ 
ready gone out, mid made halle out, to con¬ 
firm him in his relulution ; but (,!ainstO(jk hold 
of his garment, in an obliging way, and laid to 
liim, “ O brave man, whither art thou going.”’ 
Whereuj'ton, out ol reverence to Cadar, as it 
ieerned, he fat down again ; but !us fear pre¬ 
vailed over him, and in a llrile tunc he got up 
again, and then Caius did no way t'ppole his i 
'.going out, as thinking that he went cut to per- | 
ionn Ibme ncccdlties of nature. And Afpre- I 
iias, who was one of the cunfedcrates, perl'uad- | 
cd Cains to go out to tlie batfi, and to dinner, | 
and then tocomc-in again, as dr-hrous that wliat | 
iiad been refolvcd on might be brought to a con- ; 
fc-juiion immediately. ’ ! 

14 *.So Chcrea’s aifoeiates placed themfelves | 

* Suetonius Cuiiij was ll-an about the fcvciitl; I 
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in order, as the time w(>uld permit them, atid 
lliey were obliged to labour hard, that the p!.ief> 
which was apptiinted them lltoiild not be left, 
by ibciii ; but they bad an indijgiatirm at the 
tcdioiiiiicfs of the delays, and tliat what they 
were about IhouU! be pul off any longer, fur it 
was already about tlie ninth hour of the day; 
and Cherea, upon Cadus’s tarrying I'o long, had 
I a great mind to go. in, and lull iijHin iiiin in lii.s 
j leaf, although he forclavv that this could not 
i he done without much bloodllied, both of the 
hmators, and of thofc of tlic eijuelbian order 
tliat were prefent ; and although he knew this 
nuilt lugipcn, yet had hg a great mind to do 
lu, as thinking it a rig,ht thing to prc.-ciu'e Iccu- 
I rlty and irccdi.in to all, at the exjiencc oi' I'nidi 
as might jierilh at the lame time. And'as tin v 
W'cre jull going back into the entrance to the 
theatre, word was brought them that Caius 
was arilcn, wherehv a lumult was ni.ule ; here¬ 
upon the confpir.Uors 'hruii asvav the cri.wd, 
under pretence as if tblu.'. wa.s anyrv at them, 
but in reality as delirous to lim/e a (piiet ]ila(e, 
that ihould lur.e lujue in it t<- deU-nd him, 
while they let about C.-fus's llaughte.r. Now 
Ckuulius Ids uncle was •■.'me out bet.ire, and 
j M arcus Vinicius, his Idler's Ininiaml, as alfo 
Valerius of Aha; wlioin tliour.h thea- had had 
Inch a mind to put out ol lluir places, the re¬ 
verence to their <Iigidty hindered them lb to 
1 do; tlien lollowed Caiu.s, rvitli I’anlus Arrun- 
! tins; and liecaulc C.iius was now gotten with- 
j in the jialace, he left the direel laiad, alcmg 
which thole itis Servants lloov! that veere in 
waiting, and, liv which rotid Claudius hadgot'.e 
out helorc, Ca'ms turned ahde into a j'U'iva.ri 
narrow pailagc, iu ordeT t(; y/i to t!:c jilae'c fm- 
bathing, .as alfo in order to i,ike a vieu' .of the 
boys that came otit oi' Ah i, who were lent 
tiicncc, jiartly to jmg h vuitts in llich: myllciies, 
which were now t del a .ueil, .and ].art!v iod.ui'.'c 
in tiic pyrric wa)’ <>f daiiclnc, U])(m the thcatu’s. 
So fihcrca met him, .-md alkcd ibr tin wateh- 

wcii'd ; up'On Calu ’;. giving him cme (■! his li- 

’ ‘ { 

c»tk Ci'.HJ.b 

how of the hay, Jofephus about ilic aluth, 'll,.;' fei'.e"; 

1 of tilt Hi;ration lavouis Jofryfus. 
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diculous words, he immediately reproached 
him, and drew his fword, and gave him a ter¬ 
rible ftrokc with it, vet was not this ftroke 
mortal. And althougli there be thofc that fay, 
It was fo contrived on purpoit* by Clicrca, that 
Gains fiiould not he killed at one blow, but 
i'houkl be pnnifhed more fcvercly by a multi- 
■tude of wounds, yet docs this llory appear to 
me incredible ; l)eeaurc the fear men are under 
in fuch a^flions docs not allow them to ufc their 
rcafon. And if Cherea was of that mind, 1 
edeem him the greatell of all fools, in pkafing 
'himfelf with his fpite againlt Cains, rather than 
immediately procurmg fafety to himfelf, and 
to his confederates from the dangers they were 
in ; becaufe there might many things Hill hap¬ 
pen for helping Caius’s efcape, if he liad not 
already given up the glioll; for certainly Che- 
rca would have regard, not fo much to the 
puniflimcnt of Caius, as to the afflidion him- 
iclf and his fi'iends were In, while it was in his 
power, after fuch fuccefs, to keep filent, and 
to efeape tlie wrath of Gaius’s defenders, and 
not leave it in uncertainty whether he fhoukl 
gain the end he aimed at or not, after an un- 
reafonable manner to add as if he had a mind 
to nun himfell, and lofc the opportunity that 
lay before him ; hut every body may guefs as 
he pleafes ahout this nuutcr. However, Caius 
was ftaggered with the pain that blow gave , 
him ; for the flroke of the fword falling in the ; 
middle between the fhouider and the neck, was 
hindered hv The firfl bone of the hreaft from 
proceeding any faflhcr. Nor did he cither 
11 v out, in inch ailoniflirnait was he, nor 
<i':d he call out for any of his frieiKls ; whether 
ir \^erc th.it ho had no confidence in them, or 
that his inliid was othcrwile dlfordercd ; hut he 
'.■ro.'ined under the pain he endured, and pre- 
fciitly went lurward, and lied ; when Cornelitis 
-b.al'inus, who was already preparexl in' miiid 
to to do, ihrud 1 dm down upon hisiknee, where : 
manv oi' them flood rcuiul about him, and j 
firuek him with their 
(‘Ut, and ei 
to Hrike lun\ again 
e, ;vc 
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killed him. But one may juftly aferibe this 
adt to Cherea; for although many concurred 
in the ad itfclf, yet was he the firfl contriver 
of it, and began long before all the reft to pre¬ 
pare for it, and was the lirfi man that boldly 
i pakc of it to the reft ; and-upon their admif- 
lion of what he fiid about it, he got the dif- 
perfed confpirators together ; he prepared every 
thing after a prudent manner, and, by fuggeft- 
^ ing good advice, fhewed himfelf fiir ftiperior 
j to the reft ; and made obliging fpeeches to them, 
i infomuch, that he ev.en compelled them all to 
j go on, who otlierwife had not courage enougli 
j for that purpofe ; and when opportunity fer- 
ved to life his I'word in handf Jie-.qpDe,arcd firfl 
of all ready fo to do, and gave the firfl bio\v jn 
this virtuous {laughter ; he alfo brought Caius 
eafily into the power of the reft, and almoil 
killed him himfelf, infomuch, tliat it is hut juft 
to aferibe all that the reft did to the advice, 
and bravery, and labours of the hands of Che¬ 
rea. 

15. Thus did Caius come to his end, and 
lay dead by the many wounds which had been 
given him. Now Cherea and his aftbeiates, up¬ 
on Caius’s flaughter, faw that it was impoilible 
for them to fave themfeivcs if they fhould all 
go the fame way, partly on account of the af- 
toniflimcnt they were under ; for it was no 
fmall danger they had incurred by killing an 
emperor, who was honoured and loved by the 
inadnefs of the people, efpecially when the fol- 
diers were likely to make a bloody enquiry af¬ 
ter his murderers. I’he pafTages alfo were nar- 
! row wherein the work was done, which were 
j alfo,crowded with a great multitude of Caius’s 
1 attendants, and of fuch of the foldiers as were 
; of the emperor’s guard that clay; whence it 
■j'was that they went by other ways, and came 
; to the houfe of Germanicus^ the father of Ca- 
, ius, whom they had now killed (which houfe 
I adjoined to the palace; for wliile the edifice 


■was one, it was built in its feveral parts by 
jv.'onis ‘ and they cried ! ;hofe particular perfons who had been ernper- 
iconr.i'itd one another all at once 1 ors, and thofe parts bare the names of,“thole 
hut a!! agree that Aquila that built them, or the name of him who had 
:!ie fmidiing ftrokc, which dire£tly -j begun 
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begun to build any of its parts.) So they got a- 
way from the infultsof the multitude, and then 
were for the prefeiit out of danger, that is, lb 
long as the misfortune which had overtaken the 
emperor was not known. The Ciennans were 
'the iirft who peixcived that Cains was flain. 
'Fhcl’e Germans were Caius's guard, and car¬ 
ried the name of the country whence they 
were choleh, and compofed the (ieliic legion. 
The men of that country are iiaturally paliion- 
ate, which is\ommonly the tcmjHT of fomc 
other of the barbarous nations alfu, as belnir 
not ufed to conlulcr much about what thev do: 
they are of robult bodies, and fall ui)on their 
enemies as .... ever they are attacked bv 

'belli, and which way foever thev go, they 
perform great exploits. When, therefore, theie 
fierman guards undcrflood that Caius was 
llain, they were very lorry for it, becaufe they 
did not uie their rcalon in judging about public 
affairs, but meafured all by the advantages 
themfclvcs received, Caius being beloved by 
them, becaufe of the money he gave them, 
by which he had purchafed their klndnels to 
him ; fo they drew their fwords, and Sabinus 
led them on. He was one of the tribunes, not by 
the means of the virtuous abtions of his proge¬ 
nitors, for he had been a gladiator, hut he had 
obtained that poll in the army by his having a i 
robuR body. So thcle Germans marched a- 
long the honles in quell of Cxfu’s murdcrens, 
and cut Afpreiias to pieces, becaufe he was 
the hrft man they fell upon, and whofe gar¬ 
ment it was tluat the blood of the facrilices 
Rained, as 1 have laid already, and which fore¬ 
told that this his meeting the foldicrs would not 
he for his good. Tlien did Norbanus meet 
: hem, who was one of the principal nobility 
of the city, and could Ihew many generals 
of armies among his anccRors; hut they paid 
no regard to his dignity; yet was he of fuch 
great Rrength, that he wreRed the fword ol'the 
lirR of thofe that alTaulted him out of his 
hands, and appeared plainly not to be willing 
to die-.without a Rrugglc for his life, until he 
wuas furrounded by a great number of affailants, 
and died by tlte multitude of the wounds which 


they gave him. J iio tnlrd Ui.ni w.c, ;Xnteiu;g 
a Icu.uor, and a few s.thcr'. witli Imu. He did 
not meet with tl'.cfc (id mate, by cii.ince, ;v, 
tlic left did bclorc, but laiiu' lo ihe'iv bis ha¬ 
tred to Caius, ;ind iicc.iui'e he f.v: .! to I’i-c (b- 
ius lie dead with Id;, owt, eves, ;ti;d t v I; a (de.i- 
lure in that light; for Cdus Iiad l),!iiiined Ati- 
teius s father, who was ot' j.i,,;-; a.imc with 
Idmlclf, atid, being not t'.iti a’i; 1 
lent out his btldiers, .ui.; llew Ihiu ; i.i be \‘-js 
come to rejoice at the iiglu of b -n, i,ow be 
was dead, hut a.s the boiile \v.a;s mow all in a 
I tumult, wdien he was aiming to l-ide Ii',c,dl-ir, 

I he cou.d n )t elc.qx that a(tcur,iie l^arcb wiiicdi 
! the Germans made, while fl.m, harloroaidy 
llcw thole that were guilty, and tbolc that were 
not guilty, and this equally alfo. And thus 
were theie [three] perlitus Hum 

16. Hut W.ieti the riimoitr tli.it C.auis war. 
llaiu rcMched the theatre, they were a/loni/liod 
at it, anti could not believe it ; e\'eri lome th.ar 
entertained his tleRrucRion with great pleafure 
and were more delirou.s of its h.qijicning than 
almoR any other fati.sfadlion that could come to 
them, wxrc under fiicli a fear, that they could 
not believe it. "There v'ere thofe alfo wlio 
greatly diRruRed it, hccaufc they were unwil¬ 
ling any fueh thing fliould come to Caius, nor 
could believe if, though it were ever fo true, 
becaufe they thought jio man could polllbly 
have fo much power as to kill Caius. Theie 
were the women, and the children, ami (be 
Haves, and fomc of the foldicry. 'TJiis lall j'oit 
had t.aken his pay, and in a manner tyrannized 
with him, and had abufed the licit of the citi¬ 
zens, in being liihfervicnt to his unjuR com¬ 
mands, in order to gain honours and advaiit.i- 
ges to themfelves ; hut for the women, and the 
youth, they had been inveigled with fhews, 
and the fightings of the gbadimors, and certain 
dillributions of llcfh-mcat among them, which 
thing.s in pretence were deligned for the plcafing 
of the multitude, but in reality to fatiale the 
barbarous cruelty and maduC's of Cains. 'The 
flaves allb were lorry, liccaiife they were by 
Caius allowed to acenfe, nnd to defpife their 
8 F mafters : 
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mailers; and they could have recourfe to his 
affiltance, when they had unjaftly affronted 
tliem ; for he was very cafy in believing them 
agaiuft their mailers, even when they accufed 
them failely ; and if they wiiuld difeover what 
money their mailers had, they might foon 
obtain both riches and liberty, as the rewards 
, of tltcir accufations, becaufo the reward of 
thefe informers was the eighth patt of the 
criminars fulitlancc. As to the nobles, al¬ 
though the report appeared credible to fomc of 
them, either becaufo they knew of the plot be- 
fortshand, or becaufe they wilhcd it might bo 
true ; however they concealed not only the joy 
they had at the relation of it, but that they had 
heard any thing at all about it, Thefe lait ad:- 
ed fo out of the fear they had, that if the re¬ 
port proved falfc they fliould be punifhed, for 
hav'ing fo foon let men know their minds. 
But thofe that knew Gains was dead, becaufe 
they were partners with the confpirators, they 
concealed all ftill more cautioufly, as not know¬ 
ing one anothers minds ; and i'earing left they 
ihould fpeak of it to fomc of thofe to whom 
the continuance of tyranny was advantageous ; 
and if Gains fhould prove to be alive, they 
might be informctl againft, and punilhed. 
And another report went about, that although 
Gains had been wounded indeed, yet was not 
he dead, but alive lliil, and under the phyli- 
eians hantiy. Nor was any one looked upon 
hv another as faithlul enough to be trullcd, 
and to whom any one would open his inind ; 
for he was either a friend to Gains, and there¬ 
fore iufpedted to favour Ids tyranny, or he was 
one that hated him, who therefore might be 
fufpeefted to dclervc the left credit, becaufe of 
his ill-will to him. Nay, it was laid by fomc 
(and this indeed it was that deprived the nobi¬ 
lity of their hopes, and made them lad) that 
Cains was in a condition to dtl'pife the dangers 
he had been in, and took no care of healing 
his wounds, but was gotten away into the 
market-place, and bloody as be was, was ma¬ 
king an., harangue to the people. And thefe 

• 'J be rewards jncjicfed V y the Roman l.iws to infor- 
T.ers, W&& ioinctiracB aa cij^lith gart of the crinhruil’s 


were the conje<Slural reports of thofe that were 
fo unreafonable as to endeavour to railc tu¬ 
mults, which they turned diftcrent ways, Ac¬ 
cording to the opinions of the hearers. Yet 
did they not leave their feats, for fear of being 
' accufed, if they Ihould go out before the reft ; 
j for they fliould not be fentenced according to 
j the real intention with which they went out, but 
I according to the fuppofals of the accufers, and 
j of the judges. 

I 17. But now a multitude of Germans had 
I furrounded the theatre, with their i'words 
drawn; all the fped.ators looked for nothmo^ 
but death ; and, at ev'' 
fear feized upon them, 
cut in pieces immedia' 
trefs they were, as n 

enough to go out of the theatre, nor believing 
tliemfelves fafe from dangers if they tarried 
there. And when the Germans came upon 
them, the cry was fo great, that the theatre 
rang again with the intreaties of the fpedlators 
to the foldiers, pleading that they were en¬ 
tirely ignorant of every thing that related to 
fuch feditious contrivances, and that if there 
were already any fedition railed, they knew 
nothing of it: They therefore begged that they 
would fpare them, and not punilli thofe that 
had not the leaft hand in Inch bold crimes as 
belonged to other pierlbns, while they negledl- 
ed to fearch after fuch as had really done 
whatfoever it be that hath been done. Thus 
did thel'e people appeal to God, and deplore 
their Infelicity with Ihedding of tears and beat¬ 
ing their faces, and faid every thing that the 
inoft imminent danger and the utmoft concern 
j for their lives could didlate to them. This 
I brake the fury of the foldiers, and made thent 
1 repent of what they minded to do to the Ipec- 
j tators, wlilch would have been the greateft in- 
I ftance of cruelty. And fo it appeared to even 
[thofe lavages, when they had once fixed the 
j heads of thofe that were flain with Afprenas 
I upon the altar: at whiclt fight the fpejftatoi s 

were 

goods, as here, aiid foractimes a fourtR part, as Span- 
j hdm afiurcs us,, from Suetonius and Tacitus. 
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.were fordy affli£lecl, both upon the confrdera- 
of the dignity of the perfons, and out of 
“jf^commiferation of their fufFcrings; nay, in¬ 
deed, they were almoft in as great difordcr at 
the profpetl of the danger themfelves were in, 
feeing it was Hill upcertain whether they fltould 
entirely efcape the like calamity. Whence it 
was^lnu fueh as thoroughly and juftly hated 
Caius, could yet no way enjoy the pleafurc of 
his death, hecaufc they were thcmi'clves in 
jeopardy of pcrilliing together with him ; nor 
had they hitherto -”’7 lirm afliirance of fur- 
viving. 

■! ' s time one Euariftus Ar- 

the market, and therc- 
.^uible voice, who vied in 
. .vii me richeft of the Romans, and was 
able to do what he plcafed in the city, both then 
and afterward. I'liis man put hhufclf into the 
inoft mournful habit he could, althougli he had 
a greater hatred againft Caius than any one 
file ; his fear and his wife contrivance to gain 
his fifety taught him fo to do, and prevailed 
over his prefent pleafurc; lb he put on fuch 


their veal and kindncis to him, when lie who 
Ihoulil reward them was jiriilhcd. They were 
alfo afraid that they Ihould i)c punhlied hv the 
fenate, if they Ihonld go on in dining'rucb inju¬ 
ries, tliat is, in calc the .luthority of the fupreme 
governor fliould revert to them. Aiid thus at 
length a Hop was put, though not without dif¬ 
ficulty, to that rage which {.'olfcired the C 5 er-J 
mans on account of Caius’s death, 

19. Hut Chorea was lb much afraid for Mi- 
nucianus, left he Ihould light upon the Ger¬ 
mans, now they were in their fury, that ke 
went and fpake fo every one of the foldicrs, and 
prayed tlicm to take care of his prefervation^ 
and made himfelf great emjuiry about him, left 
he Ihould have been llain. And for Clement, 
he let Minucianus go when he was brought to 
him, and, with many other of the fenaters, af¬ 
firmed the adlion was right, and cr)mmended 
the virtue of thofe that contrived it, and had 
courage enough to execute it; and laid, That 
“ tyrants do indeed plcafe themfclvcs, and look 
big for a while, upon having the power to adl 
unjuftly; but do not however go happily out 


a mournful urefs as he would have done had ! 
he loft his deareft friends in the world : this j 
man came into the theatre, and informed them ! 
of the death of Caius, and by this means put 
an end to that ftate of ignorance the men had ; 
been in. Arruntius alfo went round about the : 
pillars, and called out to the Germans, as did 1 
the tribunes with him, bidding them put up j 
their fwords, and telling them th.at Caius was 
dead. And this proclamation it was plainly 
which faved thofe that were colleded together 1 
the theatre, and all the reft wdio any way 
met the Germans ; for while they had hopes, j 
that Caius had ftlll any breath in him, they | 
abftained f.om no fort of milchIcf; and Ibch | 
an abundant kindnefs they ftill liad for Caius, 
that they would willing have prevented the 
plot againft him, and procured his cfcape from 
fo fad a misfortune, at the expence of their 
own lives. But they now left off the warm 
zeal they had to punifh his. enemies, now they 
were fully fatisficd that Caius was dead; be¬ 
ta ufe it, was now in vain for them to flicw 


of the world, hecaufc they arc hated Iiy the vir- 
tuou.s ; and that Caius, together with all thi.s 
unhappinefs, was become a confpirator againft 
himfelf, before thefe other men who attacked 
him did fo ; and by becoming intolerable, in 
fetting afide the wife provifton the laws had 
made, taught his deareft friends to treat him as 
an enemy ; infomuch, that although in com¬ 
mon difcoiirie thcle confpirators were tlioJ’c that 
Hew Caius, yet that, in reality, he lies now 
dead, as perifliing by his own felf.” 

20. Now by tills time the j'coplc in the thea¬ 
tre were arileii from tlicir feats, ami thole tha;. 
were within made a very great dilimhance ; the 
caufc of vvhicli was tfiis, that the Ipcbtafor.s 
were too hafty in gelling away. 'I'hcrc W'as 
alfo one Alcyon, a pliyhcian, who liurricd a- 
way, as if it were to care tliofc that were 
wounded, and, iimlcr that pretence, he fent 
thofe th.at were evith him to fetch what thing; 
were ncccff.iry I'.vthe licahug rvoiindeil 

perfons, but hi reality to get them clear oi ilic 

prd'tuL 
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prefcnt dangers tlicy were in. Now the fenatc, , 
during this interval, liad met, and the people 
alfo alTemhlcd together in the accuflomed fo¬ 
rum, and were both employed ii: fearching af¬ 
ter the murderers of Caiu'i. The people did it 
very zcaloufly, but the fenate in appearance j 
only : for tirere was prefent Valerius of Alia, | 
one that had been conful ; this man went to 
the people, as they were in dilbrder, and very , 
uneafy that they could not yet difeover who 
they were that had murdered the emperor; he 
was then carncftly alked by them all, “ Who 
it was that had done it ?” He replied “ I wiflr i 
1 had been the man.” T’tic confuls * alfo pub- 
liflicd an edidl, wherein they accufed Cains 
and gave, order to the people then got together, 
and to the foldiers, to go home, and gave the 
people hopes of the abatement of the oppref- j 
lions they lay under; and promifed the fol-i 
diers, if they lay quiet, as they tiled to do, and ! 
would not go abroad to do mifcluef unjullly, ^ 
that they would bedow rewards upon them ; ij 
for there was rcafon to fear, left the city might j 
fiuTer liarm by their wild and ungovernable be¬ 
haviour, if they Ihould once betake thcinfclvcs 
to fpoil the citizens, or plunder the temples, j 
And now the whole multitude of the fenators 
wxre alfemhled together, and efpecially thole 
that had confpired to take away tke life of Cai¬ 
ns, who put on at this time an air of great af- 
furance, and appeared with great magnanimity, 
as if the.adminillration of the public affairs were . 
already devolved ujum them. 


C II A P. II. 

ilvw li-f Jilcrnilned U rijlure the Dc- 

moirji r .-v// the Sol.iurs were fo?' prejerviti^ 
the lilenar, hy. Ccticertiing the Shutghter of 
("■iUjj's Wife it ftd l)ji:gbter. A Chur abler of 

Cuiui's Morals. 

^ the public affairs were in this 

Vv pc llure, (.laudius was on the fud- 
dca hurried away out of his houfe. For the 

* 'I'liff: Cduriils are juinfii ia the War of the Jews, 
a. II. cK. XI. t 1. tkmius fjatuniiau'., ami I’omponius Se-' 


j foldiers had a meeting together, and when they 
had debated about what was to be done, th.ey 
law that a democracy was incapable of mana-' 
ging fuch a vaft weight of public affairs ; and 
that if it Ihould be fet up, it would not be for 
their advantage; and in cafe any one of thofe 
already in the government Ihould obtain tbe 
fupreme power, it would in all refpetSs be to 
their grief, if they were not alfifting^to him in 
that advancement; that it would therefore be 
right for them, while the public affairs were 
unl'etlled, to chufe Claudius emperor, who was 
uncle to the dcceafed Caius, and of a fuperior 
dignity and worth to every one of thole that 
were afl'cmbled together inth*.. fco-'e. hulh on 
account of the virtues of his anceftors, a.' ] ol' 
the learning he had acquired in his education, 
and who, if once fettled in the empire, would 
reward them according to their deferts, and be- 
ftow largclfes upon them. Thcfe were their 
confuhations, and they executed the fame im¬ 
mediately. Claudius was therefore feized up¬ 
on fuddcnly by the foldiery. But Cneus Sen- 
tius Saturninus, although he underftood that 
Claudius was feized, and that he intended to 
claim the government, unwillingly indeed in 
appearance, hut in reality by his own free con- 
fent, flood up in the fenate, and, without be¬ 
ing difmayed, made an exlmrtatory oration to 
' them, and fuch an one indeed as was lit for 
I men of freedom and gcnerofity, and fpake 
; thus; 

I 2. “ Although it be a thing incredible, 

. O Romans, becaufe of the great length of time, 
j that fo unexpedled an event hath happened, 

I yet are we now in polfeflion of liberty. How 
{ long indeed this will laR is uncertain, and lies 
, at the difpofal of the gods, whole grant it is ; 

yet fuch it is as is fufficient t 4 ) mak, us rejoice, 

; and be happy for the prefent, although we may 
■^foon be deprived of it: for one Jiour is fuffici¬ 
ent to thofe that are excrcifed in virtue, where¬ 
in we may live with a mind accountable only 
to ourfelves, in our own country, now free, 

and 

■ ciindus, at Spanheim notes here. The fpcech of the fer- 
'mec of them is fet down in the next chapter, ^ 2. 
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and governed by fuch laws as this country 
flouriflied under. As for inyfclf, 1 can- 
lot remember our former time of liberty, as 
feing born after it was gone; but I am beyond 
^ncafure filled with joy at the tlioughts of our 
prefent freedom. I alfo clleem tliofe, that were 
born and brought up in that our former liber¬ 
ty, hjijil'/y. men ; and that thofe men are wor¬ 
thy of no Tefs clleem than the gods themfclves, 
wlio have ^ven us a taflc of it in this age; 
and I heartil^ with, that this (juiet enjoyment 
of it, which wc have at prefent, might con¬ 
tinue to all ages. However, this fmgle day 
may fuilicc for our youth, as well as for us that 
arc ill years, 'vill feem an age to our old 
men. :i they might die during its happy dura¬ 
tion : It may alfo be for the inllrudion of the 
younger fort, what kind of virtue thofe men, 
from wdioi'e loins wc arc derived, were exer- 
rifed in. As for ourfelves, our bulincis is, 
(luring this fpacc of time, to live virtuoully, 
than which nothing can he more to our advan¬ 
tage ; which courfe of virtue it is alone that 
can preferve our liberty; for, as to our ancient 
ftate, 1 have heard of it by the relation of others; 
hut as to our later ftate, during my life-time, I 
have known it by experience, and learned there¬ 
by what mifehiefs tyrannioe have brought up¬ 
on this commonwealth, dilcouraging all virtue, 
and depriving perfons of magnanimity of their 
liberty, and proving the teachers ot flattery and 
flavifh fear, hecaiife it leaves the public adminif- 
Tration not to be governed by wife laws, but 
by the humour of thofe that govern ; for, fince 
julius Cxfar took it into his head to dilfolve our 
'democracy, and by overbearing the regular lyl- 
icm of our laws, to bring dlforders into (vjr ad- 
miiiillration, and to get above right and juftice, 
and to he a (lave to his own inclinations, tlierc 
is no kind of mifery but what hatli tended to 
the fabverfion of this city; while all thofe that 
liave fucceeded him, have ftriven one with an¬ 
other to overthrow the ancient laws of their 
-ountry, and have left it deftitute of fuch citi- 
/.cns tis were of generous principles; bccaufe 
tiiey thought it tended to their fafety to have 
vicious men to converfe withal, and not only 

No. XXIX. 


tn break the fpirits of thofe that were heft: 
elliif nicd lor their virtue, hut to rclolve upon 
tlieir utter dell I inftion. Oi ail which emperors, 
who Inve been many in number, cud •who laid 
tipon ns iniufierdhlc linrdthijis during the. times 
of liicir governmeui, tliis (laius, who luiih been 
flain to-day, hatli lironght more terrible cala¬ 
mities upon us tlian di(i all the reft, not only 
by excrciling his ungoverned rage upon his 
fciiow-cliizens, but aiJo upon his kiiuired and 
friends, and alike upon all others, and by in- 
Hidliug ftill greater niiferics upon them, as 
punilhments, wliich they never deferved ; he 
being etpually furious agaiitft men, and agalnft 
the gods. For tyrants arc not content to gain 
their Iwcct pleafure, and tins bv aefting injuri- 
oufly, and in the vexation they bring, lioth upon 
mens eflatcs, and their wives ; luit tlu-y look 
upon that to be their principal advantage, 
when they can utterly overthrow the entire 
families of their enemies ; while all lovers of 
liberty arc tlic enemies of tyranny. Nor can 
thofe that patiently endure wiiat miferies they 
hiing on them gain their frieiuUhi]); for ns they 
are confeious of the abundant mif.lilefs they 
have lirouglit on th.efe men, and iiow magna- 
nimoufly they liave borne their hard fortunes, 
they cannot hut he fenfihle what evils they 
have done, and thence only depend on fecurity 
from what they are flifpicious of, if it may be 
in their power to take them ipiitc out of the 
world. .Since tlien we are now gotten clear of 
fuch great misfortunes, and are only'^ account¬ 
able to one another (whivh form of govern¬ 
ment aftbrds us the hell aft'urance of our pre¬ 
fent concord, and promiles us the heft fecurity 
from evil defigns, and will he moft for own 
glory in fettling the city in good order) you 
ought, every one of you in particular, to make 
provifion for his own, and, in gttieral, for the 
public utility ; or, on the contrary, tlicyumay 
declare their diffent to iiicli things as have 
been propofed, and this without any hazard 
of danger to come upon them ; I)ccaure they 
have now no lord let over them, who, without 
fear of punifhmcnt, could do inifchief to the 

8 G city, 
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city, and had an nncontrollaEic power to take off 
thofe tiiat freely declared their opinions. Nor 
has any thinp To inueh cnntrilnired to this in- 
creafe oi,tyranny of late as iktth, and a liinor- 
ons Ibrirearancc of contradiclin" the eniperor’s 
will ; while men liati an en'er great inclination 
to the (vveelnels of j)eace, and had learned to 
live like Haves, and as inanv of us as either 
heard of Lntolerahle cahunities that happened 
at a dilfancc from us, or law the inifcrics that 
were near us, out of the dread of dying vir- 
tuoufly, endured a death joined with the ut- 
moll infamy. We ought then, in the lirfl 
place, to decree thc^greateft honours vve are 
able to thole that have taken off the tyrant, 
cfpecially to (iherca (iaflius; for this one man, 
with the ailiflance of the gods, hath, by his 
counfcl, and by his atlioiis, been the procurer 
of our liberty. Nor ought we to forget fiim 
now w'e have recovered our liberty, who, un¬ 
der the foregoing tyranny, took counfel before¬ 
hand, and hefore-hand hazarded himfelf for our 
liberties ; but ougltt to decree him proper ho¬ 
nours, and thereby freely declare, that he from ■ 
the beginning ailed with our approbation. And , 
certainly, it is a very excellent thing, and what 
become!; free men, to rcajuite their benefaifors, 
as this man liath been a beneahiffor to us all, ; 
though not at all like (laffius and Brutus, ; 
who llenv Cains Julius [Cx'far] ; for thole men i 
laid the foundations of fedition and civil wars 1 
in our cltv ; but this man, together with his 
ilaughtcr of the tyrant, hath let our city free j 
from all thole fad miferies which, arole from j 
the tyranny.”"^ i 

3- And this wxas tlie purport of Sentius's i 
oration, which was received with pleafure by ■ 
the fenatofs, and by as many of the cquellria.n 
r.rder as were prefent. And now one Trchel- ; 
lius Maximus role up haftily, and took off Sen- 
tius's linger a ring, which had a Aone, with 

* In tl'K oration of Sentius Snturninus \vc may fee tlie 
p,Teat va.hic \irninas men put upon public liberty, and the 
l.id n..ie!v tiicv underwent, while they were tyrannized 
over by Inch emperor:, .is Caius. .'s.e Jofepluis’b own 
ihriF but pary lelleAion ai the end of the chapter ; “ So 
il’lEeult," i’.iv;, lie, “ it ib for tliofe to obtain, the virtue that 
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the image of Cains engraved upon it, and which, 
in his zeal in fpeaking, and his earneAnefs in 
doing what he was about, as it was fuppolef 
he had forgotten to take off iiimfclf. A h' 
Iculpturc was broken immediately'. But, a.s it 
was now far in the night, Oherea demanded of 
the confuls the watch-word, who gave him this 
word, Liberty. ’J'hcfe falls were the-Afbjcli., 
ol tidmiration to themfelves, and alAroll Incre¬ 
dible ; lor it was an hundred j' years lince llic 
democracy had been laid afnlc, when this giv¬ 
ing the vvalch-word returned to the confuls ; 
for, before the city was fuhjcll to tyrants, thw 
were the ctJinmanders of the ' ihu. 
when Chorea had received that w 
delivcied it to thofe who wci'. 
fide, which were four regime 
ed the government w'ithout emperors iv. . 
ferahle to tyranny. So thefe went away with 
their tribunes. The people alfo now dcjiarted 
very joylul, full of hope and of courage, a-, 
having recovered their former democracy, and 
were no longer under an cmjteror; and Cho¬ 
rea was in very great cAecm with them. 

4. And now Chorea was very nneal'y that 
Caitis’s daughter aud wife were Ail! alive, and 
that all his family did not periili with him, 
lince whofoever wgs left of them muA he left 
for the ruin of the city and of the laws. 
Moreover, in order to fmilh this matter with 
the utmoA zeal, and in order to fatisfy his ha¬ 
tred of Caius, he lent Julius Lupus, one of the 
tribunes, to kill Caius’s wife and daughter. 
They propofed this office to Lupus as to a 
kinfman of Clement, that he might be fo far 
a partaker of this murder of the tyrant, and 
might rejoice in the virtue of having aAiAed hi.s 
fellow-citizens, and that he might appear to 
have been, a jiartakcr with thoi'e that were lirA 
In their defigus again A him. Yet did this ac¬ 
tion 

is neceffiry to a wife man, who have the abfolute power 
to (]i) wh.it they picafe, without cotitroul.” 

-I Iluue Mc learn, that, in tlie t'pinion of S^iurnir.u.s, 
I the lueeveign authority of the conful* and ftnate h;(d bet 11 
taken away ju(l too yeans before the death of Caiiir, rt, D. 
i! 41, t.r tm the 60th year before die Chriliian -.era, when the 
I liill triumvirate began under Cjcfar, Fompey, and Crallusi. 
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tion appear to fome of the confpirators to be 
{Ty^vucl, as to tliib ufing fuch ieverity to a 
W^xnnan, becaufe Caius did move indulge ins 
&\vn ill-natjsrc, than ufc her advice in all that 
Ihe did ; from -which ill-nalure it was tliat the 
city -w'as in fo delpcvatc a condition with the 
inilcries that were brought on it, and the 
ili.m-feT'ol' the city was dcltrc'^'cd. Hut others 
accufed licv of giving her conleut to thele lhings; 
nay, they yderibed all that Cains had done to 
her as the cd*de of it, and laid, ihe had given 
a polio'a to Caius,-which had made Innr ohnox- 
ions to her, and had tied him down to love her 
by hich evil nacthods ; inlomuch, that ihc, hav¬ 
ing rendered him. diitraded, was become the 
autho’- of all the mifehiefs that had bclallen the 
i-vomans, and that habitaole world whieh was 
fuhjed to him. So that at letigth it was de¬ 
termined, that fire mull die ; nor eoukl tlioie 
of the contrary opittion at all prevail to have j 
lier laved ; Luivas was lent accordingly. Nor 
was tlieve any delay made in exeeuting wdiat 
lie went about ; but he was lublervient to thole 
lliat feut him oir the hrfl opportunity, as deli- 
rous to be no way blameahlc in what might he 
done for the advantage of the people. ^ So, 
when he was come into the palace, he found 
Cefonia, who was Calus's wdte, hiyrng by her 
hufliaiuVs dead body, whicli alio lay down on 
the ground, and dellitutc of all Inch things as 
the law allows to tlic dead, and all over hcrlelt 
befmeared vrith the bictod of her hulb.iiid s 
wounds, and bewailing the great afllidion lire ^ 
was under, her daughter lying by her alfo : 
and nothing eile was heard m thele hei eiicnm- 
flanecB but her complaint of Cams, as if he had 
jjQj fegarded w'hat Ihe had often told liim of j 
beibre-hand ; which words of hers were taken ! 
in a different lenlc even at that time, and arc 
now efteemed ecgLudly ambiguous by thofc that 
bear of them, and arc flill interpreted accord- 
in->- to the different inclinations of people. 
Hot fome faid that the words denoced, that Ibe 
had advilbd l.im to leave off his mad behaviour, 
and Jiis barbarous cruelty to the eitizeus, and 
to gdVern the public with moderation and vir- 
tuet left he iffould pcrifii by the fame way, 


OF T 11 E j K W S. 669/ 

upon tliclr ufing him as he li ul 'iKsl lliem. 
Hut Imne faid, that, as cerlain wools had pa! 
led ec/noeruing the coulpirator-. Ilia (b’lnad C..t- 
lus to make no delay, but iinim dtak'^y to pot 
them all to dcalh, and litis wliedivr ln,r>y w.oc 
guilt) or not, and that iheu-by lie would be on* 
of fear of any dtmgcr ; ami that this was what 
fhe reproaelied liim for, when ilte aibifcd h'uo 
li) to lit), but be was loo liow ;iiul temler in Sir 
matter. Atid this was what Celonia fiid, ant! 
what the opinions of men were ttboul it. Hut, 
wlicn fhe law Jmpus approach, ihe lliewed him 
Caius’s dead body, and perliiadetl him lo conn- 
nearer, with lamentation and tears; and as Ib.e 
perceived that Lupus w;is in dllorder, and aj'/- 
proaehed Her in m-tlcr lo exeente lome deligu 
dilagrecahle to himltlf, Ihc was well aware lui 
what purpolc he e.u-i->o, :nul ilrelchcd otit her 
naked throat, and that very eheerlbily to him, 
hcw-ailing her cafe, like one tliat utterly didbair- 
cd of her life, .'uul bill.ling him ru't to lioggle 
at finllhing tlic tragedy they bad refo'lved uj.oii 
relating to her. Ho ihc bol.lly r(.eeived her 
death’s wouud at tbic hand o)' Lupus, as did 
the daughter after lu.-r. So Li’]ms made halU; 
to infoim Chcrca (jf w-ltat he had dftne, 

c;. I'fiis was the end of Caius, titter he had: 
reigned four years, within four months. He 
was, even l elcire he came to he emperor, ill- 
natured, atid one that had arrived at tiie ut- 
moll j.'ireii oi wickcdnels ; a Jlttve to his pica- 
lures, ami a. lover of caliuuny ; greatly affeffed 
h-y e-very teiribie accident, tmd on that account 
oi'a very mmdei otis dllpolition, w'here lie diirll 
Ihew it. lie ei-ijoyed his exorbitant power to 
this only p-u:polc, to injure ihofe, wlio Icait 
deferved it, with uniealunable inloleiice, and 
got his weabih by murder and iujullieL. lie 
lahourcJ to aj'.jiettr above rcininiiiig either w'lat 
was divine, ca' agrec..ble to the law;, but was 
a Have tt) t!u: eet'm..entiatit/ns ol the jioj ulace ; 
tuiJ v.dialloever the btws deiej-mined to lx: 
fliaincful, and pnniliied, ihtit he cuccitrcd more 
honourable than e. hat was virtuou.w lie xi'as 
iitntiindful r 1'hi biemb, bow intimate lower, 
and though the)' were p.crlims of tlic liighclf 

ehaiacler ; 



Book XIX. 


Al'l T I Q^tJ ITIES OF 'THE JE W S. 


<170 

chara(3;cr ; and, if he was once angry at any 
of them, he would inflidl punilhmcnt upon 
them on the fm all eft occaf'ions, and eftcemed 
every map that endeavoured to lead a virtuous 
life h is enemy. And whatfoever he command¬ 
ed, he would not .admit of any coat rad idion to 
his inclinations ? whence it was, that he had 
criminal converfation with his own fifter; * 
from which occalinn chiefly it was ali'o, that a 
bitter hatred hrft fprang up againft him among 
the citizens, that lort of inceft not having been 
known of a long time ; and fo this provoked 
men to diftruft him, and to hate him that was 
guilty of it. And for any great or royal work 
that he ever did, which might be for the pre- 
fent and for future ages, nobody can" name any 
fuch', but only the haven that lie made about 
Rhegium and Sicily for the reception of the fliips 
that brought corn from Fgypt; which was in¬ 
deed a wmrk without dlfputc very great in itl’clf, 
.and of very great ad%'-antage to the navigation. 
Yet was not this work brought to jHafedion by 
him, but w.T:S the one half of it left imperfed, 
by reafon of hl« want of application to it ; the 
o.iufc of which was this, that he employed his 
ftudies about-ufelefs matters, and that, by fpend- 
rng his money upon Inch pleafnrer. as concern¬ 
ed no one’s benefit but his own, he could not 
exert his liberality in things that were undenia¬ 
bly of great confequeiKc. Otherwife he was 
.m excellent orator, and thoroughly' acquainted 
with the (Jrcck tongue, as well as with his own 
country or Roman 1 inguape. 1 Ic was alfo able j| 
C'ff-hand and readily to !;lve anlwers to compo- 
fuions made by o;liers, of conudcraldc length 
and accuraev. He w;is alfo more Ikillul in 
per i'uauing oiI'CiN to \’cry great tilings than any 
<.ne clfc, and thi^ Iroin a natural affability of 
temper, whi'-h h.id hccu improved by much 
I xercilc and }iains-taking ; i'or as he was the 
o.randlbn '|' of the brother of'fiberius, whofe 

‘ .‘'.pitilu im tiLic iK.ti ; fiMir, Siiftoiiius, that tlic name 
mT C’uu-.'' ii!',:.’-. vah vhviin 1.; \\?.\ tt'-'i'q' <'f iiKctt, wa-; 

.m.l |l It Sn.-tcniii, ,, I'.c \i i ;,uiltv of the 

. ui't (.mn.- wnli ..11 1115 t.tlci . -.!lo. He notet f.irtlier, lliat 
tuKtonia otmt; the mention el the h.ivu.i for fliiji'i, which 
our Authf.'i ifltetn^. the onl)’ pnhiic work, tor the pooil of 
.Sc p.'tf-.n; .itxl ioturt r.^cs, wliich Caius left behind him, 


fucccflbr he ^as, this was a ftrong inducement 
to his acquiring of leatning, becaufe Tibevlus 
afplred after the higheft pitch of that fort of re- 
' putation ; and Gains afpired after the like glory 
' for eloquence, being induced thereto by the 
I letters of his kinfman, and his emperor. He 
was alfo among tire firft rank of Iiis own citi- 
, /ens. But the advantages he received "from 
his learning did not countervail the mifehief he 
i brought upon himfelf in the excrlifc of his 
j authority ; fo difllcult it is for tlRffc to obtain 
the virtue that is neceffary to a wife man, who 
have the abfolute power to do w'h-'r they jileafc, 
without contrnul. At the ftrf 
fuch friends .as were in ali.yi 
I worthy, and was greatly h 
I while he imitated their zealon 
i the learning and to the glorious addions c. . ; 
i heft of men ; hut, when he became Infolent 
i towards them, they laid afide the kindnefs they 
j had for him, and began to liate him ; from 
which hatred came that plot, which they ralf- 
cd againft him, and wherein he pcilfhcd. 


CHAP. III. 

Jlow Chiudiits 'Was fel%ed tipon^ and brought 
out of bis Houfc, and brought to the Cutup ; 
and how the Senate fent an Ambapfage to 
hint. 

§ I. TOW Claudius, as 1 faid above, went 
out of that way'^ along which Cains 
was gone ; and, as the family was in a mighty 
I difordcr upon the fad accident of the murder of 
' C.rlus, he was in great diftrefs how to lave 
! himfelf, and was found to have hidden himfelf 
: in a certain narrow placej, though he had no 
other occafion for fufpicion of any dangcr.s, 

; btfides the dignity of his birth ; for, while he 

was 

tIiou"b in an imperfect condition. 

t 'I bis C.iitis \^.)S tlie foil of tliat excellent perfon Ger- 
maiiirus, who was the foil of Drtifus, the brotlicr g. d'i- 
beritis the emperor. 

J Tills firtl pl.-re Claudius came to was inhabited, and 
i called Hrrtiuum^ a.s Spanheim here informs us horn Sue¬ 
tonius in Claud, cb. k. 
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"Vi^is a private man, he l)ehavcd himfclf with 
^^!*tferation, and waa contented with liis pre- 
Wnt fortune,^ applying; Itiiniclf to learning, and 
*[)ecially to tlial of the (.Ireeks, and keeping 
Eiinlelf entirely cleir iVo:n every thing that 
might bring on any diihir'oan''e. But as at this 
time the inuhitude were under a cordlcrnation, 
arul the whole palace was full of the foldiers 
irnidnefs, ai\d the very emperor’s guards feeiu- 
eJ under thclike fear and ditorder with priviite 
perfons, t'nc hand calletl Prclorian, whicli was 
the pureil part of the army, was in confultation 
what was to be done at this juncture. Now jj 
all tliofe that were at this confultation had lit- i 
lie regard ti' tlie puniniment Caius luid fuffer- I' 
cd, bceaufe he jullly delerved fueli his fortune ; : 
but they were rather coaiidering their own [ 
circumllanccr, how they might take tlie hell i 
care of themfclves, efpecially while the Gcr- : 
mans were hufy in punillfmg the murderers ot 
Oaitis ; wliich yet was rather dune to gratify ; 
their own favage temper, tlian fm the good of ' 
the public : all whicli things diilurbed Claudi- | 
us, who was afraid of Ins own I'afety, and this 
particularly becaiife he faw the heads of Alpre- j 
nas and his partners carried about. His Ifa- 
tion had been on a certain elevated place, whi- 1 
ther a few fteps led him, and whither he had ; 
retired in the dark by liimfelf. But when 
Gratus, who was one of the foldiers that be¬ 
longed to the palace, faw him, but did not 
well know by his countenance who he was, 
hecaufe it was dark, though he could well 
mdge that it was a man who was privately 
Giterc on fome defign, he came nearer to him, 
and when Claudius defircd that he would re¬ 
tire, he difeovered who he was, and owned 
him to be Claudius. So he faid to his follow¬ 
ers, “ This is a Germanicus; * come on, let 
us chufe him for our emperor.” But when 
Claudius faw they were making preparations 
for taking him away by force, and was afraid 
they would kill him, as they had killed Caius, 
he befought them to fpare him, putting them 

* H*ow Claudius, another fon of Drufus, which Dru- 
fus was the father of Germanicus, could be here himfclf 
called Gtrmonicuiy Suctenius informs us, when he alTurcs 


in mind how qnletiv he Imd demenned hiiufell', 
and that he was imac<.iua’uUcd with what had 
been done. Hcreujmn t i ral us imbed upon him, 
and took him by the ilg!u-hand, :mii faid, 

“ Leave oil, Sir, thcle lo^v tltougiiis oj'fiving 
yourfelf, while yoti ouglit to ha\e greater 
tlioughts, even oi obtaining the empiie, which 
the gods, out of their eoucerti for the habitable 
world, by taking Cains out of the w;iy, com ¬ 
mit to thy virtuous coiulin^i. Go to, therefore, 
and accept ol the tfiruiie oi thy aucelfors.” 
So they took him up, and ctirried Itim, bceaufe 
he was not then able to go on foot; Inch wa$ 
his dread and his joy at wliat was told him. 

2. Now there was already gtuhereti together 
about tiratus a great number of the guards; 
anti, when they law Cdaudius carried oif, llicv 
looked with a lad countenance, as fuppoling 
that he wa.s carried to execution lor the tuif- 
chiefs that had been lately done; while yet 
they thought him a man who never mctltlicd 
witli public alfairs all his life long, and one 
that had met with no contemptible ilangers 
under the reign ol Cains; and fome of them 
thought it reaionable, that the conluls Ihould 
take cognizance of thefe matters; and, as Bill 
more and more of the foldicry got together, 
the crowd about him ran away, and Claudius 
could hardly go on, his body was then lb weak; 
and thofe wdio carried his iedan, upon an en¬ 
quiry that was made about bis being carried 
oft', ran away, and faved themfclves, as def- 
pairing of their lord’s prefervation. But when 
they were come into tlie large court of the pa¬ 
lace (which, as the report goes about it, was 
inhabited firft of all the parts of the city of 
Rome) and had juft reached the public trea- 
fury, many more foldiers came about him, as 
glad to fee Claudius’s i'aco, and thought it ex¬ 
ceeding right to make him emperor, on account 
of their kindnefs for Germanicus, who was his 
brother, and had left behind him a vaft reputa¬ 
tion among all that v/cre acquainted with him. 

They 

us, that, by a decree of the fenate, the fiiname of Grr- 
mameuj was beftowed on Drufus, and lus pollcrity alfo. 

I In Claud. 


T4 
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They rciledcd alfo on the covetous temper of I 
the leading men of the I’enatc, and what great 
errors they had been guilty of, wlicn the fen- 
ate hadvthc government formerly: they aho 
confidcred the impofllhility of Inch an under¬ 
taking; as alfo what dangers they Ihould he : 
in, if the government llunild come to a fingle | 
perfon ; and that inch a perlon Ihould pollefs it j 
as tliey had no Inuul in advancing, and not • 
to Cdaudius, who would take it as their grant, 
and as gained by tlteir good-will to iiim, and 
would remember the lavours they had done 

» ^ i 

him, and would make tliciii a fuHicicitt ivcom- i 
pence for the fame. j 

3, Thes!- were the difeonrfes the foldicrs ' 
had one witii another by tlicinielves, and they j 
commimic'.ited them to all Inch as came in ' 
to them. Now thole that enquired about this 
matter, willingly embraced the invitation that 
was made tliem to join with the reft ; fo they | 
carried Claudius into the camp, crowding ahcnit | 
him as his guard, and enconipafting him about, 1 
one chairman ftill fuccceding another, that tlieir i 
vehement endeavours might nor be liindcrcd. ! 
But as to the populace, and the Icnators, tliey ; 
difagreed in their ojiinions. The latter were ; 
very defirous to recover their former ilignity, ' 
am! were zealous to get clear of the llavery 
that had been brought on litem by the injuri¬ 
ous treatment of the tyrants, which the prefent 
opportunity aft'orded them ; l)ut for the people, 
ivho vverc envious agaiuft them, and knew that i 
the emperors were capable of curbing their cf>~ 
vetous temper, and were a relugc from them, 
they were very glad that Claudius liad been leiz- 
ed upon, and brought to them; and tliought, tliat 
if Claudius were made emperor, he would pm- 
vent a civil war, luch as there was in the days 
of Pompey. But when tlic fenatc knew, that 
Claudius was brought into the camp by the fol- 
diers, they lent to him thole of their body wliich 
had the heft charadfer for their virtues, that 
they might inform him, I’hat “ he ought to 
do nothing by violence, in order to gain the 
government: that he, who was a fmgle perfon, 
one either already, or hereafter to be a member 
of their body, ought to yield to the fenate, | 


which confifted of fo great a number : tliat 1::; 
ought to let the law take place in the dijpvfd 
of all that related to the public oyder ; and ; 
remember how greatly the former tyrants ha l 
aftliifted their city, and wliat dangers lioth he 
and tliey had cfcaped under Cains; and tli.it lie 
ought not to hate the licavy burden of tyranu), 
when tlie injury i.s done by others, while lu 
(lid himfelf wilfully treat his country after a 
mad and inlolent manner : that if he would 
comply witli them, and demonjlrate that hi' 
linn refolution was to live (jiiietly and virtu- 
oufly, he would liavc the greafeft honours dc- ■ 
ciccd to him that a free people could bellow, 
and, by fubjedliiig liimrelf to tb.e law, wcnihi 
obtain tliis branch of commendation, that lu 
a(ft.ed like a man of viilue, hotli as a nilcr and 
a ftihiekl ; but that if he would add ft>oliftilv, 
and learn no wifdoin by Caius’s death, they 
would not permit him to go on ; that a great 
part ol' tile army was got togctlier for them, 
with plenty of weapons, and a great nurnhci' 
of Haves, which they could make life of: that 
good hope wa.s a great matter in ftich cafes, as 
! was allV) good fottiine, and that the gods would 
' never afiift: any others but thole that undertook 
to aef with virtue and goodnefs, who can be 
‘ no other than fuch as fight for the liberty of 
: their country.” 

! 4. Now thele ainbaftadors, Veranius and 

Brocchus, who were both of them tribunes of 
tlie people, made this fpeech to Claudius, and, 
falling down upon their knees, they begged oi 
him, that he would by no means throw the cl- 
j ty into wars and misfortunes ; hut when they 
; faw what a multitude of fokliers cncompaHec! 
i and guarded Claudius, and that the forces that 
w'cre wnth tlie confuls were, in coniparifon of 
them, perfedly inconfiderable,. they added. 
That, if he did deiire the government, he 
; fliould accept of it as given by the fenate ; that 
i he would profper better^ and be happier, if he 
j came to it, not by iiijufticc, but by the good¬ 
will of tliofe that would beftow itupbn him.” 


CHAP. 
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ATiwjT yJgrippa did for Clandius ; 

I and how Claudius^ when hr had taken, the 
Covrrnmnit^ crjinmandcd the Murderers of 
Cams to he fain. 


% l.TW "'"OW ■Claudius, Uioup;h lie was fenli- 
i ^ \hle after what an iulolcnt manner 
the I'cnate (lad fent to him, yet did he, aeeord- 
iiip; to ihcir advice, behave himlch i'or the |ire- 
feur with motleration ; hut not io far that he 
couh’ not recover liiml^ir out ol Ids iiledit; fo 
lie was encouraged [to claim the government] 
partly by tl;^, holdiicls oi the lealdiers, and part¬ 
ly by the pcri'uahon ol king Agrippa, wlio cx.- 
horted him not to let inch a dominion Hip out 
of his hands, when it came thus to 1dm ol its 
own accord. Now this Agrippa, with relation 
to Cains, did wliat became tme that had been 
lo much honoured by him ; for he embraced 
Caius’s body after he was dead, and laid it up¬ 
on a bed, and covered it as well as he could, 
and went out to tlic guards, and told thenr that 
(bdus was dill alive ; but he laid tliat they 
fliould call for pliyficians, fmee he was very ill 
of his w'ounds. But when he had learned that 
Claudius v/as carried away violently by thelol- 
diers, he ndhed through the crownl to him, and 
wlien he found that he was in difordcr, and 
i-eady to refign up the government to the lenate, 
lie encouraged liim, and dehred him to keep 
the government ; but when he had faid this 
yto Claudius he retired home. And upon the 
fenate’s fending for him, he anointctl hi.^ head 
with ointment, as if he liad lately accompanied 
with his wife, and had difinilfed her, and tlicn 
came to them ; he alfo afcccl of the Icnators, 
What Claudius did ? who told him tlie prclcnt 
ftate of affairs, and then afked his opinion a- 
bout the fettlcment of the puldic. He told 
them in words, that he was ready to lofc his 
life for the honour of the lenate, but defired 
thern to confider whaLw'as for their advantage, 
without any regard to what w'as mod agreeable 
to them ; for that ihofe who grafp at govern¬ 
ment, will iland in need of weapons, and fol- 


I diers to guard them, unlcls they wdll fet uj) 
i without any jircpnration lor it, and io l.dl inu* 
danger. And vvhen the Icn.iie replied, I'Iuk 
th';y would hnu"; lia w'caii ie. aNiu J.mce, 
and money, and that as to an a^!n^■, ii part of 
it was already C(''lle^lcd ioge!licr lor tiicm, am* 
thi’y would railc a larger one h>‘ giving th<. 
Haves their liherly,” Ajpipp.i made aulw ci, 
“ O fenators ! m.iv you he able lo ecanpal^ 
wlial YOU have a mind to ; vet will 1 imnt.oli- 
ately tell you my thoughts, iiee.iule tliey fcml 
to your prelervation ; take notice then, that 
the army whicli will li dit lor C.laudius hatli 
been long, evercileil in wji'likc adairs ; hut our 
army will he no better than a rude mukitude 
of raw men, and thole iueli as liave been ua- 
cxjaeiledly made tree Irom llaverv, and ntu- 
governah'c ; we mull then light againll thole 
that arc fltilful in war, with men who know 
not lo much as lunv to draav tlieir iwonfs. So 
tliat my opinion is, that wo lliould fend forne 
perfons to Claudius, to perfuade him to lay-- 
down the government, and I am ready to be 
one of your ambalfadors.” 

2. Upon this Ipeoeh of Agrippa the fenate 
complied with him, and he was fent among 
others, and privately informed Claudius of the 
diiordor the fenate was in, and gave' him in- 
llrnbliotis to aniwer them in a hnnewhat com¬ 
manding ilrain, and as oi.e invi (led witli digni¬ 
ty and autlinrity. Accordingly C.laudius laid 
to the amhalfatlors, I’hat “ he did not woiuicr 
the lenate had no mind to have an emperor 
over them, bccaule they had been haralfed by 
the barbarity od' thole that had formerly been 
at the hefld of their afTaiias ; but that they 
ihoiiUl take of an etjuitahle government under 
him, and moderate times, wdiilc he ilimid 
only he their ruler in name, bur the aulluaity 
Jliould be ecju'jiiy coirimn/i to lliem all ; and 
lince he had pa.Ted through mau}' taid various 
feenes of life ItCorc their eyes, it would be 
good for them not to dillrull him,” So tlic 
amhafladors, upon their hearing this his anivver, 
were difmiiled. but Cetudim. tliicottrled with 
the army whicli was there gailicrcd together. 
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who took oaths that they would pciTiR in their 
ildfhty to him ; upon which he gave the 
guards every man five llionfand * drachma: a- 
j)iccc, aixl a proportionable (juantlry to their 
captains, and prorniied to give the lame to the 
rcil oi:' the armies whcrclocvcr they were. 

3. A'tn now tlie confuls called the fenate 
together into the temple of Jupiter the Con¬ 
queror, while it was fill! night ; but fome of 
thofc ienators concealed Cliemielvcs in the citv, 
being uncertain wdiat to do, upon the hearing 
of this fummons ; and fome of them went out 
of the city to their own farms, as forefeeing 
whither the public affairs w'ere going, and 
dcfpairing of liberty ; nay, thefe fuppofcil it 
much better for them to be Haves without 
danger to thcmfclvcs, and to live a lazy and 
unatVive life, than, by claiming the dignity of 
their forefathers, to run the hazard of their 
own fafety. However, an hundred and no 
more were gotten together ; and as they were 
in confultation about the prefent pofturc of af¬ 
fairs, a fudden clamour was made by the foldi- 
ers that were on their fide, “ Defiring that the 
fenate would chufc them an emperor, and not 
bring the government into ruin by fetting up a 
multitude of rulers.” So they fully declared 
theinfelves to he for the giving the government 
not to all, but to one ; but they gave the fenate 
leave to look out for a perfon worthy to he fet 
over them, infoinuch, that now the affairs of 
the fenate avere much worfe than before; be- 
caufe they had not only tailed in the recovery 
of their liberty, w'hich they boafted thernielves 
of, but were in dread of Claudius alfo. Yet 
■were there thoi'e that hankered aftcr.the govern¬ 
ment, both on account of the dignity of their 
families, and tliat accruing to them by their 
marriages; for Marcus Minucianus W'as illuftri- 
ous, belli by his own nobility, and by his 
liaving married Julia, the iifter of Cains, who 
accordingly was very ready to claim the go- 


1 


vernment, although the confuls dilenuraged 
him, and made one delay after another in pzp- 
pofing it; that Minucianus alfo, who was on«. 

' of Caius’s murderers, refrained Valerius a’l 
^ Ali;i from thinking of fuch things ; and a pro- 
dlglous Haughter tlicrc had been, if leave had 
been given to thele men to fet up for them- 
fclves, and ojipofe Claudius. Tlicre w^erc alfo 
a conliderable number of gladiatoj-s befides, 
and of thofe foldicrs wdio kept watch by night 
^ in the city, and rowers of fnips,' who all ran 
! unto the camp ; infoinuch, that of thofe w ho 
put in for the government, fome left off their 
prctenlions in order to fpare the city, and 
1 others cut of fear for their owm perfons. 
j 4. Bm" as foon as ever it was day, Cherca 
I and thofe that w’ere with him came into the 
I fenate, and attempted to make fpccchcs to the 
foldicrs. However, the multitude of thofe 
foldiers, when they faw that they w'cre making 
fignals for filence with their hands, and vverr 
ready to begin to fpeak to them, grew tnmul- 
tuous, and wmuld not let them fpeak at all, he- 
caufe they w^erc all zealous to be under a mo¬ 
narchy ; and they demanded of the fenate one 
for their ruler, as not enduring any longer de¬ 
lays ; but the fenate hefitated about either their 
own governing, or how they fhould themfelves 
he governed, while the foldiers would not ad¬ 
mit them to govern, and the murderers of Ca¬ 
ins would not permit the foldiers to dictate to 
them. When they were in thefe circumftances, 
[ Cherea w^as not able to contain the anger he 


1 


had, and promifed, that if they defined an 
emperor, he would give them one, if any one 
would bring him the watch-word from Euty- 
j chus. Now this Eutychus w'as charioteer of the 
! green-band fadion, ftyled PraftnCy and a great 
! friend of Caius, who ufed to harafs the foldieiy 
j with building ftables for the horfes, and fpent 
, his time in ignominious labours, which occa- 

fioned 


* This number of drarlunx to be diflributc»l to each 
private fuldier, 5000 equal to 20,000 fcftcrces, 

or if'it I. Iterliiig, fccmsmuch too large, and dtrccHycon- 
tradidls Suetonius, chap. x. who makes them in all but 
15 federces, or as, qd. Yet might Jofqphiw lure this 


j number from Agrippa junior, though I doubt 4 he thou- 
fands, or at Ictft the hundreds have been added by tnu 
tranferibers, of which wc have had fcveral examydes a’- 
ready in Jofqphus. 
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-.Jioned C:!icrea to reproacli them with him, aiul j 
N^d^^htiie them with miieh oilier Icorrilou;: j 
\fnpuage ; and told tliem, “ lie would hrin,g j 
the hvad ot Cdaiulius ; ami that it was j 
iui amazing thing tliat alter theii' foniur mad- j 
•nefs, they iltoiihi ooinmil their government to j 
a fool.” Yet were not ihev moved with his j 
’.voids, hut drew their I'woiah, and took up j 
tluir enfi'y^, and went to CLuiuius, to join in ' 
taking thcliath of fidelity to him^ So tiieie- 
nate were left witiiout any he,dy to delend 
I’ncm, and the very conlnLs diltcred mahing 
jVvun private pcrl'ons. ’They were alio nmlcr 
eonilernalivm and forrow, men not knowing 
evi'.at wonid become ol' them, becaule (hnidi- 
tis was very angry at them; lo the)’' lell a re- 
jiisoaching one anotlier, and rep^'nm-d ol what 
thev hail doite. At whieh jnnd'.ire Sa'oimis, 
one ol' vkiius’s murderers, tlireatcued tliat he 
would {'ooner come into the midll ol them and 
kill I'iml'eif, than confent to make Cliandiiis 
emperor, and I'ec 11 ivcry returning upon them ; 
he alf'o ah/Liled Cherea for loving his wile too 
well, while he who was tiie lirll in his con¬ 
tempt of (iains, could think it a good thing 
to live, when, even hy all that they had done 
for tlie recovery of their lihcrty, they loimd it 
impodl.l)lc to do it. Ihit (dierea laid, he had 
Tio manner of doubt upon him about killing 
himCclf; that yet he would lirfl found the in¬ 
tentions oi’ Claudius before he did it. 

i; YnESE were the debates [about the fc- 
nate ;] bu't in the camp every body was crowil- 
ingon allfulcs, to pay their court to Cikiudius; 
/•and the other confal, (^iutus rompouius, wnus 
reproached by the fuldiery, as having rather 
exhorted the fenate to recover their liberty ; 
whereupon they drew their fwords, and wore 
uoing to affiult Ifmi, and they had done it, if 
Clautiius had not hitidercd them, who fnatch- 
cd the confu! out of the danger he was in, and 
fet him hy him. But he did not receive that 
vart of the fenate which was with (j^lntus in 
he like honourable manner ; nay, Ibmc of 

■“ 'I'fh:', piircin;; roLl, here complained of hy Lupus, 
•eueci: well lo the time of the year 'vhcii Claudius began 
h ', reien; it being for certain about the aioiilhs of No- 


them i'ooelvcd Mow., and vvete thrall av.'w a,, 
ihcv (..ime to lalnie (-inuliiis; ic.v, d\p''uiu'> 
wen' ;iVY.iy woininL'!, .uid ilmv \\ t i e ali in 
dau ' -r. j lovw'ver, Mn;’ Agi inp i went Uj» to 
C'". '.'ii'g and di li!<‘;l he winihi lie,a ^1 k‘ iemi- 
tnis rni'U' g.'iillv ; lei ii any mill iiiel. liuiuld 
come (T) the Icuate, he w.'i-l,] h.,.v’e no others 
ov'er whom to riili. td.iudius complied with 
him, and e.tiled tlie Im. in; toget'.er into the 
palactg and was cariiid ihilh.er luiiihk thremgh 
the ciiv, while the I; Mi.'rv eoiuha'led him, 
tlioiigli this was to the ep'c.i! vi vit' -n td' the 
multitude; for Clieix i and .S-ihinu ,, two of 
Caius’s murderers, wen', in the lure-iswul of 
them, in an ('{lei; manner, when wn. ni 

Claudius a litth-helore had ma.de cap,! .in o! Ms 
guards, had lent them an epilh.hir / i d iC , to 
loihid them to app.car in puhii',. I'lten utd 
Claudius, u[ion his coming to tiie ]iai,iee, get 
Ids friends toiHUher, and tlciiied their iuir''.t'.’es 
a!)out ( ihcica. Thev f.iid, llnit the work iie 
had done w .iH a gloi ieais one ; Iml they accufed 
him tlial did it of jx'rhdiouincls, and though; 
it ]ull to inflict tiie piiiulhmcnt (of dealli ] ujam 
him, to dilcoimti'nance huh .udion.s lor ih.. 
time to come. ^.So Cherca was led to his exe¬ 
cution, ;ind Lupus, and man)- other Koman ■ 
with him. Now it is re-ported, tliat Chcica 
horc this calamity cniiragwa.n'ly, and this, r,(>t 
only hy tlic lirmnels ol lim invu behaviour 
under it, hut hy llic reproaches he laid upon 
Lupus, wliu led into te.uo ; fo; wlien Impu,-. 
laid his ;,narinent aliJe, and comjilaincd ol' :1 k 
cold,'^ Ite laid, that cold was ifever Inirtlul to 
Imptis [/'. c. a wolf.] And as a gieat many 
men went ahmg with them to lee tiic h{.;hi, 
when Chetea came to the place, he afkeJ I lie 
foJdicr, who was to be their cxeentioner, whe¬ 
ther this ofilcc was what he was uied t(, f oi 
whether this wo-is the lirh lime- cd' his u/ing i)i.s 
fword in that martner? and defiled-iiim to 
bring him that very Iword with which he him- 
felf ilew Cains. 8o he w’as liap]dly killed at 

one 

vember, Dercnibtr, or januaiv, .'u.l im it pr.jLr.lily a 
few (lays after Jan. 24th, ami a few il..vs bclcrc the -i-to- 
inan Parentalia. 
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one flrokc. But Lupws did not meet with fuch j 
good iortiine in going out oi' the world, iince | 
he was timorous, ami had many blows levelled ! 
at his neck, hecaul'e he did not llretch it our | 
boldly [as lie ought to have done.] j 

6. NtiW a fevs' days alter this, as the pa- ! 
rental lolemnitic.. were jull at hand, tlic Ro¬ 
man ninltitudc made their ufiial oblations to 
their levcral ghn!ls, and put portions into the 
lire in honour cf Cherca, and be&ught him to 
be incrcilul t() them, and not continue his j 
anger agalnfl them lor their ingratitude. And 
this was the end of the life that Cherea came 
to. But for Sahinus, although Claudius not 
only fet him at liberty, hut gave him leave to 
retain his former command in the army, yet 
did lie think it wovdd be unjull in him to fail 
of performing his obligations to his fellow-con¬ 
federates ; fo he fell u]K)n his fword, and kil- 
■ led himfelf, the wound reaching up to the very 
hilt of the fwerd.^ 


C H A P. v; 


jFlb'iv Claudius rcjlored to Agrippa his Grand¬ 
father s Kingdoms^ and augmented his Do¬ 
minions ; and bow be publipocd an EdiC: in 
Behalf of the fews. 



0\V when Claudius had taken out of 
the way all thole foldicrs whom he 


fiifpedfcd", wdiich he did immediately, he pub- 
lifhed an edidl, and therein confirmed that 
kingdom to Agrippa, which Cains had give 
him, and therein commended the king higlih . 
He alfo made an addition to it, ol all lha*' 
country over which Herod, who was his grand¬ 
father, had reigned, that is, Judea and Samaria 
and this he rcAore.d to him as due to liis fami¬ 
ly. But for Abila f of Lyfanias, and all that 
lay at moutU Libanus, he bellowed'them itpon 
ium, as out of his own territories. He ali(> 
made a league with thisAgrippa^ confirmed by 
oaths, in tlie middle of the forum, in the city 
ol Rome ; he alfo took away from Antiochus 
that kingdom which he was poflclTed of, but 
gave him a certain part of Cilicia, and Corn- 
magena : he alfo fet Alexander Lyfimacbus, 
the alabarch, at liberty, who had been his old 
friend, and llevvard to his mother Antonia, but 
had been imprifoned by Caius, whole Ion [Mar¬ 
cus] married Bernice, the daughter of Agrippa. 
But when Marcus, Alexander’s fon, was dead, 
who had married her when Arc was a virgin, 
Agrippa gave her in marriage to his brother 
Herod, and begged for him of Claudius the 
kingdom of Chalcis. 

2 . Now about this time there was a fedition 
between the Jews and the Greeks, at the city 
of Alexandria; for when Caius was dead, the 

nation 


It is boili herr and clfcv/Kerc very rcinaikaWc, that 
the murticroi'. of the \ih.fi tyr.ants, who yet highly de- 
ferved to die, whep thofe murderers were under o.itlis, or 
Other the like chiigntions of fidelity to them, were tifn.illy 
revenged, am! the tmirdtrers were cut off thi’nifcives, and 
that after a icmarkahlc manner; and this romciiniC'T as 
in the prefent o.ifc, hy tl-.ofo viiy perfons who were not i 
forry for fnch murders, hut gut kingdoms hy thent. The ! 
examples arc very nuinetous botli in f.;cr.-d and profane | 
Mflo/iiS, and fecin generally indications of-di\inc ven¬ 
geance on fu h i-nardcreTS. Nor i-> It unworthy of re¬ 
mark, that fnch murderers of tyrants do it ufuaily on fuch , 
ill principles, in fuch a cruel manner, aiul is teady to 
iilvolve tlic innoeent with the gitiltr, which vvas the cafe | 
here, chap. i. ^ 1.4. and ehap. ii. § e,. as jnUIy ddtrveil I 
the divine vengeance upon tlneoi. Wiiich fca-nis to have j 
b<!cn tlic cafe of Jehu alfo, when, betid *1 the houfe of ' 
Ahab, for whofe flaugliterhc had a coTtniiihon from God, 1 
“•vithout any fuch commifrioii. any juilice or .conlmifera- [ 
Tion, he killed Ahnb’s great men, and acqurmtance, and j 
prkfl', and lorty-two of the kindred of Ahav.iah, i Kings I 


X. II, 13, 14. See Ilof. i. 4. T do not mean here to 
condemn F.hud, or Judith, or the like executioners of 
(Jod’s vengeance on thofe wicked tyrants, who had un- 
juflly opprefTed God’s own people, under their theocracy ; 
who, as they appear Hill to have had no felfilh defigns, 
nor intentions to (lay the innocent, fo had they dill a di¬ 
vine comniillion, or a divine impuhe, which was tlicir 
commilhon for what they did. Jttdg. iii. 15, 19, 20. 
Judith ix. 2. Ted. Levi, j t;. in Authent. Rcc. pag. 312. , 
Sec aid) pag. 432. 

f litre St Luke is in fome mcafure confirmed, when 
he informs us, chap. iii. 1. that Lyfanias was fome time 
before tetrarch of AbilcnCj whofe eipital was Abila; as 
he is farther confirmed by ^riemy, the great geographer, 
which Spanhciin here obferves, when he calls that city 
M'da Adyfanias. Sce tlie note on B. XVII. chap. xi. § 4. 
and I’rid.’at the years 3$ anal au. I edeem thk principality 
to have belonged .to live land of Canaan originally, to have 
been the burying-place of Abel, and referred to dB fuch. 
Matt, xxtii; 35. Luke xi. 51. See Authent. Rec. Part il. 
p. 883,-885. 
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nation of the JeWv*;, whlcli had been very much 
mortilicd under the reign of Caius, and reduced 
very great dlftreffes by the people of Alex¬ 
andria, recovered itielf, and immediately took 
• up their arma to light for themiclves. So 
Claudius fent an 'order to the prefulent of E* 
gypt, to quiet that tumult: he alfo fent an 
ediiSl, at ihe requefls of king Agrippa and king 
Tierod, bc-th to Alexandria and to Syria, whole 
contents were as follow ; “ Tiberius Claudius 
G.efar, Auguflus, Gcrrnanicus, high-i)rio(l and 
tribune of the people, ordains thus : Since 
I am ad'ured that the Jews of Alexandria, cal¬ 
led Alexandrians^ have been joint Inhabitants 
in the earlieft times with the Alexandri ms, and 
have obtained from their kings equal privileges 
with them, as is evident by the public records 
that arc in their jroirellion, and the cdidls thein- 
ielves j and that after Alexandria had been lubr 
jcT to our empire by Augtilfus, their rights and 
privileges have been preferved by thole prcli- 
dents who have at divers times been fent thi¬ 
ther ; and that no diiputes had been raifed 
about thofe rights and privileges, even when 
A()iii!a was governor of Alexandria ; and that 
when the Jewilh ethnarch was dead, Augullus 
did not prohibit the making fuch cthnarchs, as 
willing that ail men flimdd be lb lubjedl [to 
the Romans] as to continue in the obferva- 
tion of their own cuiloms, and not be forced 
to tranfgrefs the ancient rules of their own 
country religion ; but that, in the time ol Cai¬ 
us, the Alexandrians became inlblent towards 
jhe Jews that were among them, which Caius, 
out of his great madnelSi and want of under- 
ftanding, reduced the nation of the Jews very 
low, becaufe they would not tranrgrefs tlie re¬ 
ligions worfliip of their country, and c.ill him j 
a god. I will, therefore, that the nation of the 
Jews be not deprived of their rights and privi¬ 
leges, on account of the-madnefs of Caius; 
hut that thofe rights and privileges, which they 
formerly enjoyed, be preferved to them,, and 

• This hrrm was fo ttiown and frequent among tlic 
Roman’s, as Dr Hudl'on here telb us, from rhe great Sel- 
«n, that it ufed to be thus reprefented at the bottom of 
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that they may continue in their O’.vn enftomr-’ 
And I charge both j'artict to t dec very great 
care that no troubles may aihb after the jiro- 
nuilgation of this editt.” 

3. And fuch were tlie contents eOid! 

on behalf of tlie Jews, that v.ms Icnt’to A'rx- 
andria. But the edidl that w.is fent into the 
other parts of the halritable earth was ihi^ which 
follows; “ Tiberius (daiuiius Ca:iar, Auguffeg, 
Gernianicus, high-ptiell, tribune ol the peojdc, 
chofen conful the lecond time, oidain.'; tlius ; 
Upon the }<ctition of king Agrijipa and hmg 
iicrod, wlio are jicrfons very dc.ir to me, that 
I would grant the fame rights and privileges 
Ihould he preferved to the jews which are in 
all the Roman enspiic, which I have granted 
to thole at Alexandria, I very willingly com¬ 
ply therewith ; and this grant 1 make, jiot on¬ 
ly for the fake of the ]ietitioncrs, but as judging 
thofe Jews, for whom { have been petitioned, 
worthy of fuch a favoitr, on account of their 
lidclity and friciullhip to the Romans. 1 think 
it allb very juli, that no Grecian city Ihould be 
depriv'ed of fuch rights and jtrivileges, fmcc 
they were j^rclervcd to them under the great 
Augudus. It will, therefore, be lit to permit 
the Jews, who are in all tlie world under uh, 
to keep their ancient cuiloms, without being 
hindered it, to do. And i do now charge them 
alfo to ufc thus my kindnefs to thena with mo¬ 
deration, and ru,t to fhew a eoittempt of the 
fuperditions ohfervanccs of other natiojis, hut 
to keep their own laws only. Aiid I will, tha-/. 
this decree of mine be engraven on tables by 
the magilliMtt's ol the cities, and colonies, ami 
muTne!j)al jda-.Co, both thtTe •uithia Italy, and 
thofe without it, horli kings and governors, by 
the means of their ambafladois ; ;:nd ti) have 
them expolcd to the public lor full thiity days, 
in fuch a place,'* wlicncc it may plainly be. 
read from the ground.” 

C II A P. 

their cdiAs hy the bi'tial ktters oiilr, U. D. P. R, L. P. 
Utuk De Plotio Kcflf Poffit. “ ’.Vheni,'; it may piaj,!- 
ly be read from the gtuurid.” 
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C 11 A P. AM. 1 

JVhal done hx A'yr 'tppa at yerafa- | 

A'w, he 'iViu relurticd baik Into yndca: '■ 

auil labat it ivas that Fctrmdius ivrote to the 
hihahituHts of DnrU^ in Ihbalf cf the yezvs. ^ 

§ (^hiiuUus Clxf.ir, by ihel'c decrees 

of his \vhich were iciit to Alexandria, 
and to all tlie habitah!',' earth, made known 
what opinion be bad ol't'le Jev^as. So be loon 
feat Agrippa away, to take his hinjgdom, iiow 
he was advanced to a more illuilrious dipaiity , 
than belorc, and lent letters to the prehdents j 
and proeniMtois c'f the provinces, that they | 
fhould tre It him very kindly. Accordingly he j 
returned in hallo, as was likely he would, now } 
he returned in lo mmh e.i 'stcr proljK-rity than ■ 
he had berorc. lie al!o came to Jcruralem, 
and oU'ered all the lacrilices that belong'cd to 
fiim, and omitted nothiing which the law re- , 
quired ; on whid> account he ordained that 
many of the Nazarites fhould have their heads 1 


! great foever they arc, may fall; and that tliofe 
I that fall may gain their former illuftrious dig-' 
j nity again, ^ 

2. And, when Agrippa had entirely finifli- 
cd all the duties of tlie divine worllup, he re¬ 
moved 'riicophilus, tlie fon of Ananus, from 
the high prieilhood, and beftowed that b.onoin 
of his on Simon, the ion of Boethus, whole 
name was alfo Canthcras, whole daughter king 
Herod had married, as 1 have related above. 
Simon, thercibre, had tlie [high] prldlliood 
with his brethren, and with his father, in like 
manner as the Ions of Simon, the fon of (Midas, 
rvlio were three, had it for.merly under the go- 
I vernment of the Macedonians, as we have re- 
j latcd in a former book. 

i 3. Wi!I:n tlie king had fettled the Idgh 
: prieilhood after this manner, he returned the 
! kindnefs whidi the inhabitants of [erufilem 
i had flicwn him ; lor lie releafed them from 
: the tax upon houl'es, every one of which paid 
’ it before, thinking it a good thing to requite 
' the tender affcdlion of thole that loved him. 


lltorn. And for the golden chain wddeh had ;> He alfo made Silas the general of his forces, 
been given him by Caius, of equal weight with i ns a man who had partaken with him in many 
that iron chain wiierewith his royal hands had \ of his troubles. But after a very little while, 
been hound, he hung it up wdthin the limits of the young men of Doris, preferring a rafli at¬ 
tire temple, over the trcaluvy,]' that it might tempt before piety, and being naturally hold 
be a memorial of the fcvcrc fate he had lain un- and infolcnt, carried a ffatue of Caefar into a 
dcr, and a tcllimony ot his change I'or the bet- fynagogue of the Jews, and crcbled it there, 
tor ; that it might he a demonliration how- the ; This procedure of theirs greatly provoked A- 
greitcll prol’perity may have a fall, and that gvippa ; for it plainly tended to the diflblution 
(lod lometunes ralfcs up what is fallen ditwn: of the laws of his country. So he came with- 
lor this chain thus dc'Jicateii afforded a docn- out delay to Publius Petronlus, who was then 
rneat to all men, tliat king Agrippa had been , prefideiit of Syria, and accufed the people of 
once hound in a chain Itrr a fmall caiife, hut | Doris. Nor did he lefs refent what was done' 
recovered his Ks iner dignity again ; and a lit- | than did Agrippa ; for he judged it a piece of 
tie while .'dtcrw.'ird gxrt out of Iris bonds, aird . impiety to tranfgrefs the lavws that regulate the 
was iKlvanecu to'ne a more illuilrious king thair actions of men. So he wrote the following 
he was hdove. AV hence men may imderfland, letter to the people of Doris, in an angry ftrain : 
ih '.i all th.at pa'-tal:e ol' human nature, how | “ P,ub- 

Jofcplne; then ,, b'ji 1 -lion:, ,u'..l ell,ip. vii. ^ beha\’iouv before he clitid, both in A£ts xii. i, 2, 3. and 

}u;d a niiK'li Lovnicr opini-iii ot l.iig; Agi'ipp*^ h tliaii hi- here, diap. iv. § i. wiH juftify or allow. Jofephus’s 
inoi', die Ic 11 lied r.d'bt, rh.ia the jifopic cl Civlarea and characlcv was probably taken from his fon A^ippa jun. 
Seb.ille, (h.ip. vii. f and cha]i. t). § i. .md indeed -j- '1 his treafurv-chamber leem.s to have been the very 
tl'in hi;; d.i'i.olc (le.ijm^ Ikimcch the lei'ito aiu! Claadncs, fame in which our Saviour taught, and where the people 
c'l.ip. iv. e 2. tli.in Iiis ll.iughter of .hunt's, the brother of ' offered their charity-money for the repairs or other ufes of 
Jehn, nr.l his i'rrrk’nnnK't.i of I’ctn', or his vain-glorio.us jj the temple. Mark vii.'41, fee. Lukc'xxi. i. John viii. 20. 
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ANTI I T I E 

Puljirai Pctronius, the prcfi;lent umler 'fi- ' 
hcriu.-! Claudhis CazCir Au'niftui Cieniiinicns, 

the magiflr.Ucs of Deris, ortiaiiis as follows; 
Since fome of yon have hid the hr.ldnen, or 
‘madnds rather, after the ediit of Clandins 
(fefar Ang'.iftiis Clermantcus was puhllihed, 
for pcrmitiiirg the Jews to obferve tlie laws of 
tiicir country, not to obey the lame, but have 
aeled in entire oppofition tliereto, as forliid- 
(fmp the Jews to alleiubic topctlier in their 
iynitropuc, by removiu;^ (Irfar's ftatiie, and 
iettiUji is np therein, and tliereby have oTend- 
cd not only the Jews, hut the emperor himtelf, 
wliofe ilitue is more commodioully placed in 
his own temple, than in a foreign one, where ’ 
is the place of airembling together 3 while it is 
hut a ]>art of natuntl jufiice, that every one 
fhould have the power over the pla'ces lielotig- 
ing peculiarly to theinfelvei, according to the 
determination of C tTar ; to lay nothing of my 
own dcteri'nlnation, which it would he ridicu¬ 
lous to mention after the emperor’s edici:, which 
pives the lew ; leave to make ufe of their own 

O , 

cufloms, as aifo gives order, that they enjoy 
equally the rights of citi/ens with the (Greeks 
tliemfclves. 1 tlicrcfore ordain, that Procuhis 
Altellius, the centurion, hrin;'; thofe men to me, 
who, contrary to Auguhns’s cdldi, have been : 
fo infolent as to do this thi'ig, at whicdr thofe | 
very men, who appear to be of principal repu- ; 
tatlon among them, have an indignation alfo, i 
and aliedge for thcmfelves, that it was not 
done with their confent, but by the violence ; 
of the multitude, that they may give an ac¬ 
count of what hath been done. I alfo exhort ' 
the prhiclpal magillrates among them, ualcTs 
they have a mind to have this adlion cllcemed 
to be done with their confent, to inform the ■ 
centurion of thofe that were guilty of it, and : 
take care that no handle be hence taken for ! 
raifmg a feduion or quarrel among them; which ; 
thofe feem to me to hunt after, who encourage ! 
fuch doings ; while both I myfelf, and king A- ! 
‘.pdppa, for whom I have the highefl honour, j 
iiave•nothing more under our care, than that | 
the nation of the JeWs may kave no occailion 
given them of getting together, under the |)re- j 
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I lherci:)re cdiarge yon, that you do rot, for llie 
time to come, ieek lor any occalion of fcditlon, 
or dillmdiaacc, but that every one he allowed 
j to follow' their own leligious eulloms," 

I 4. Til ur, did Pctronius take care fd' this mat- 
I ter, that fuch a i)reach of the law might be 
' corrected, and that no inch thing inigb.t be at- 
teinptcd afterwards agaiurt the Jews. And now 
king Agrippa took the [bigh] pricHhood away 
j from Simon Clinihcras, and put fonatlian, the 
j Am ofAnaniis, into it agaun, aiul owmed, that 
he was more worthy f)l' that digiiitv tliati the 
other. But this evas not a tldng acceptable to 
him, to recover tli.it liis former dignity. ,So 
he rclufed it, and Add, “ () king, 1 reioicc in 
the honour tium hc.ll lor me, inul lake it kind¬ 
ly, that thou wouidft give m# inch .a dignity of 
thy ov/n inclinations, altliough (Joii hath iud- 
ged tluit 1 am not at ail waorthy of the high 
priefthood. I am fatisfied with having once 
ptit on the lacred 'garments ; for I tlieii put 
them on after a more liolv manner, tlian i 
fhould now' receive them tigaln. Put if Uiou 
delirefl, that a perfon more worthy than my¬ 
felf fhould have this lionoiirahie employment, 
give me leave to name thee fuch an one. i 
have a lirother, that is pure from all fin ag iinft 
God, and of all ofFences agaiiill: tlndelf; I. re¬ 
commend him to thee, as one that is dit for 
this dignity.” So the king was pleafed with 
thefe w'ords of his, and pafFed by Jonatlian, 
and, according to his brother’s defirc, bellowed 
the bigh pricflhood upon Matthias. , Nor was 
it long before Marcus fucccedcd Pctronius as 
prcfiidcnt of Syria. 

8 K CHAP, 
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Concernmx SiLix, ami on 'whnt yicconnt il ivas j| 
iJnit K>(ni ':ujs an^r'y at him. lloxv |j 

Jlgrtfpa began to encornpaj} j'e.nifakvi vsltb j 
a Wall •, and xvIhU Jlcnijils he bcfioxvcd on the \ 
Inhabitants of Ikrytus. j 

§ I.IK ""OW Silas, the general of the king’s 
horl'e, hccaufe he Inul heen faithful 
to him itnder all his misrortuucs, and had never 
/efufed to he a partaker with him in any of his 
dangers, hut had oftentimes undergone the moll 
hazardous pains for him, was full of aiTurance, 
and thought he might expeft a fort of equality 
with the king, on account of thcfirnuicfs of the 
friendfhip he had fliewn to him. According¬ 
ly he would no where let the king lit as his fu- 
perior, and took the like lihertv in fpcaking to 
him upon all occalions ; till he became trouhle- 
lonie to the king, when they w^ere merry to¬ 
gether, extolling himlclf beyond meafure, and 
often putting the king in mind of the feverity 
of fortune he had undergone, that he might, 
by way of ollcntation, dcmonllratc wdiat zeal 
he had fliewn in his fervice; and was conti¬ 
nually harping upon tliis firing, what pains he 
had taken for him, and much enlarged Hill up¬ 
on that fubjcdl. •Fhe repetition of this fo fre¬ 
quently leemed to rc}>r(;ach the king, infomuch 
that he took this ungoi crnahlc liberty of talking 
very ill at his lumd^. For the commemoration 
of times, when men have been under ignomi¬ 
ny, is by nc means agreeable to them ; and he 
is a very filly man, wlio is perpetually relating 
to a perfon what kindncfles lie had done him. 
At lafl, therefore, Silas had fo tlioroughly pro¬ 
voked the king’s indignation, that he adled ra¬ 
ther out of pillion than good confideration, and 
did not only turn Silas out of his place, as gc- • 
ncral of his horfe, but font him in bonds into 
ius own country. Iku the edge of his angCr 
wore off by length of time, and made room for 
more juft ixafc.nings as to his judgment about I 
this man, and he eonlidered how many labours ‘ 
he had undergone for his fake. So when A- 
grippa was folernnizing his birth-day, and he I 


gave feftival entertainments to all his fubjedls’ 
I'.c feat for Silas on the fuclden to be his guelt. 
P>ul, as he was a very frank man, he though' 
he had now a juft handle given him to be an¬ 
gry ; which he could not conceal from thofc 
llial came for liim, but faitl Co them, “ What 
h.unour is this the king invites me to, which 1 
conclude will ibon be over ? For the king hatli 
not let me keep thofe original maiks of the 
good-will I bore him, wliich I once had fianu 
him ; but he hath plundered me, and that un- 
julily alio. Does he think, that 1 can lca^■e oil 
tliat liberty of fpeech, which, upon the con- 
feiouinefs of my deferts, I lliali ufe more loud¬ 
ly than before, and lliall relate how many mif- 
fortunes I have delivered him from ? how' ma¬ 
ny labours 1 have undergone for him, w hereby 
1 procured, him deliverance and refpedl ? as a 
rew'ard for which I have borne the hardfliips of 
bonds, and a dark prifon, 1 fhall never forger 
this ufage. Nay, perhaps my very foul, when 
it is departed out of the body, will not forget 
the gloiious adions I did on his account.” 
This was the clamour he made, and he order¬ 
ed the meftfengers to tell it to the king. So he 
perceived, that Silas was incurable in his folly, 
and ftill fuffered him to lie in prilbn. 

2. As for the walls of Jerufalem, that were 
adjoining to the new city [Bezetha] he repair¬ 
ed them at the cxpence of the public, and built 
them wider in breadth, and higher in altitude; 
and he had made them loo ftrong for all hu¬ 
man power to demolilli, unlcfs Marcus, the 
then prcfident of Syria, had by letters inform¬ 
ed Claudius Caefar of what he was doing. And, 
when Claudius had feme fufpicion of attempts 

i for innovation, he fent to Agrippa to leave oft* 
the building of ihofc walls prefently. So he 
obeyed, as not thinking it proper to contradict 
Claudius. 

3. Now this king was by nature very bene¬ 
ficent, and liberal in his gifts, and very ambi¬ 
tious to oblige people with fuch large donations; 
and lie made himfelf very illuftrious by the 
many chargeable prefents he made them.. He 
took delight in ^ving, and rejoiced in living 

with 
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.with c;ood reputation. He was not at all like 
that ilcrod who reigned before him ; for that 
iHerod was^ill-naturcd, and feverc in his pun- 
inxments, and had no mercy on them that he 
hated ; and every (mkj perceived, that he was 
more friendly to the Greeks than to the Jews ; 
for he adorned foreign cities witli large prelents 
in money ; with building them baths and thea¬ 
tres befuics ; nay, in fomc of tholl; places he ^ 
crc£lcd temples, and porticoes in others; hut 
he did not vouchfafe to raife one of the lead 
edifices in any Jewifli city, or naakc them any 
donation that was worth incutioning. But A- 
grippa’s temper was mild, and equally liberal 
to all men. He was humane to foreigners, and 
made them fcnfible of his liberaUty. He was 
in like manner rather of a gentle and compaf- 
iionate temper. Accordingly he loved to live 
continnallv at Jerufalcm, and was exadly care¬ 
ful in the obfervance of the laws of his country. 
He therefore kept himfelf entirely pure ; nor 
did any d<iy pals over his head without its ap¬ 
pointed lacrifice. 

4. Howevku, there was a certain man of 
the Jewifla nation, at jerufaiem, wlio appear¬ 
ed to be very accurate in the knowledge of the 
law. His name was Simon. Tdiis man got 
together an adcmbly, while the king was ahlcnt 
at'^Catfaria, and had the infolencc to accufe 
him as not living holily, and that he might 
juflly be excluded out of the temple, fmee it 
belonged only to native Jews. But the gtme- 
ral of Agrlpi)a’s army informed him, that Si¬ 
mon had made fuch a f}ieech to the people. 
So the king tent for him ; and, as he wa.s then 
fitting in the theatre, he hid him fit down by 
him, and faid to him with a low and gentle 
voice “ What is there done in this place that 
is contrary to tlie law ?” But he had nothing 
to fay for hirnfelf, but begged his pardon. So 
the king was more cafily reconciled to him than 
one could have imagined, as efteeming niild- 
nefs a better quailiy in a king than anger; and 
knowing, that moderation is moie becoming 
in grtat men than pallion. So he made Simon 
a frnall prefent, and difmifled him. 

* A llrr.n^e iiuaibcr of Condemned criminals to be un- 


c. Now, a;. Agrijipa was a gi V it Dtuider in 
inaiJV places, he ji.tid a pccuii.u regard to 'du 
people ot' Berytu.-. •, lor he ei-o 1 ol a thealrc hu 
il'.c'ii, iuperiov to man) othci lU inatv^ori 
in lumpuioufocf, and clcrnnue, at alto an 
anipliulu ati'C, built at v'af: i.;o, enco' ; and, lu 
lidcs tliefc, he built tium haihs a'v.l porijcon, 
and Ijiired for no cofls m any ol f's ediin''''., 
to rci'idcr them both h nuitomc a;.'J i.u'ry. I lo- 
alfo fpent a. groat deal upo,;'. '.heir win^a'iioaa, and 
cxliil’iitcd llieur'S iqion them, and hruiight lln 
ther mufu'iam. of all forts, and iuch as nuu! ' 
the moll deliirhtlul uiuiu o) the grote ft varielx'. 
He alfo llaev.'cd hi,-, ’’unqiliu cnce upon li;., 
theatre, in his groat numhur ol yadiaior's; and 
tlicre it was that he exhibited tim ic’.'cral auta- 
gonifts, in order in plcalc the IpcClalors; no 
fewer indeed then ievcii hundred men to figiit 
with feveii hundred other men and allotted’ 
all the nudefactors he iiad for this exerciie, 
that both the malefaflors might receive their 
punifliment, and that this operation of war 
might be a recreation in peace. And thus, 
were thefe criminals all ddlroycd at once. 


C H A P. VIIT. 

TVhnt other yJffx iverc done hy ylgrippa until his 
Diatb ; and ajtcr ivhut Manner he died. 

§ 1. "^^THFN Agrippa had finiflied what 1 
VT have above related at Berytus, he 
removed to Tiberias, a city ()f Galilee. Now 
he was in great ellecm among other kings ; 
Accordingly there came to him Antiochus, 
l:ing of Connnagena, Sampligcramu.s, king of 
Emefa, and (lotys, wlio was king of the Lcifcr 
Armenia, and Polcmo, who was king of Pon- 
tus, as alfo Herod his brother, who was king 
of Clialcis. All tliele he treated witli agreeable- 
entertainments, and after an obliging; manner, 
and fo as to exhibit the grcatrids ui' his mind, 
and fo as to appear worthy of thofe refpeds 
which the l:ings paid to him, by cqming thus 
to fee him. Huv.'cvcr, while the'e lung.s ftaul 

with 

ilcr the fentence of death at once; no feyer, it feetr:.,, 
thnn 1400. 
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v;ith him, Marcus, the jmeiidenf of Syria, 
come thither. So tlu; hint;, iu order to pre- 
ierve the relpctft thai was due to the Romans, 
went outlet the city to meet lum as fir as feven 
lurlongs. But this proved to be the hegianing 
cif a difictence between him and Marcus; for 
})C took with liim, in his chariot, tliofc otlier 
kings as his afed'o!'''. But Marcus had a iulpi- 
cion what the tneanlno- could he of i’o great a 
friendthip of thde hiags one with anotlier, and 
did not think fo cloican agreement cif i’o many 
-pustentate:; lobe for the intercll ol the Romans. 
Me therefore fent fonic of his domeifics to 
every one of them, and Injoincd them to go 
I licit ways home without farther delay. Tiiis 
was very ill taken by Agrippn, who after that 
became his enemy. And now lie took the 
high pricllhood awav fiom Matthias, and made 
hdioncus, the fun of Cianlheras, high priefl in 
iiis dead. 

2. Now, when Agrippa liad redgned three 
's cars over all Judea, he came to the city C:c- 
iavea, wliich was formerly called Struto's 
Tozeer; and there he eyhibited ilicws in ho¬ 
nour of Caliir, upon his being informed that 
there wa.s a certain fedival celebrated to make 
vows for his fifety. At wdtieh fedival a great 
iiiullilude was gotten iS'gether of the principal 
perfons, and fuch as weieof dignity ihrougji 
ids prov'ince. On the I'econd d.iy of wliich 
ihews he put on a garment made wholly of i 


fdver, and of a contexture truly wonderful, 
and came into the theatre early iit the morning ; 
at wdiich time the filvcr of his garment, being/ 
illuminated by the fird; rcnedtlon of the fun’s 
rays upon it, Atone out af:er a furprifmg man¬ 
ner, and wu'.s I’o refplcndcnt’ as to ipread an 
horror over thofe that looked intently upem 
i him ; and prefently his flatterers cried our, c-ne 
' Irom one place, and another from aii'-rlter 
' (tliongh not for his good) That “ he was a 
; god and they added, “ Be thou merciful to 
mis ; for although wx* have liitherto reverenced 
' thee only as a man, yet flnll we lieaceforih 
I own thee as fuperior to mortal nature.” I'p- 
on this the king did neither rebuke them, mu' 
rejci’t their imjiious flattery. Bur, as he j ia - 
feiuly afterward looked up, he faw au cnvl ' 
fitting, on a certain rope, over his Iicad, and 
immediately underflood, that this bird was tlic 
mefiengcr of ill tidings, as it had once been the 
meflenger of good tidings to him ; and fell in¬ 
to the deepefl ferrow. A fevere pain alfo a- 
lofe in his belly, and began in a moll violent 
; manner. He therefore looked upon his friends, 

I and faid, “ I, wliom ymu call am com- 

I manded prefently to depart this life ; wlille 
i Providence tints reproves the lying words you 
J juft now laid to me ; and I, wdio w'as by you 
called i/n!?iQt;(cily am immediately to be hurried 
away by death. But I arn bound to accept 

of 


' ^V'r tjPV'- a -tniig.iv civ made Iicic I'V foiiic critics, is 
)! liic m- U j.iia.'liUL' L.ul n't puipof- 'alfinccl tills .u count 
. Iv'cplcc.s, lo ;r. to u .ikc it aeroo with tlic I'.iraUcl ac- 
t o nt in 'he Ail.-. I'f ;hc Aj-iolUc',; bcraule the prcl’ciit 

■ opics ( ri.i,. ciution oi e, irhi. F.cclcf. J'>. 11. in. omit 

t’.C wiCi's, --i. e. <..'t cirl—i ;i ii 

. <.'.1//; V. hii h jofcplitis’s prtfciit copies retain, and 

i tie; i v v. I'vd, .Jt,'[.'A?;, or (.v,'/;y/; ii 

lie nuent th.;! ■/i/' /h /.''»•</, which Sc laike incntioiis 

a.-, I'mitiiie M'ii'd. A' IS xii. and not that owl whicli 
l(‘ie''i'lnis v.dU an ii-r’ri m ’:hil,'!Jp'r f ■n,u'>-'.y cf g'.x!, ku! ririv 

■ ' '. .i r/w. I, t>) Apr.pp.i. I'his acrui.ition is u foincwhal 
■r.ai p; one in tlie c.ig ci' the great Eufehius, m ho is 
’KIWI! to h.ui la accur.itelv luid faiililul’y .prixliU'Cil a 
■ 1 iK.'inlH'r of other ancient record,.., ar.d partieul.irly 

; ot a ;'i\v out of (Hir Jofeplucs ail'o, without any fufpicion 
i f n'’•e^ aric.nion. Now, no. to alledf’c how iiiiccrtaii! we 
c vliither Jofcplnis’s and Fnl'cbius’s copies of the 
: '111'.;. L iK’.'.fv wt:.’ jn!t hl-'C the ptefent in thi.s claull;. 


which we have no diftinA cvijlcncc of, the following 
words, prefevved flill in Kufebtus, will not admit of any 
fucli exjiontion. l/.'is [/xVt/] fays Eufebius, Agnpp,i prt- 
fr’i/ly pi'rtc'jved to he the caufe of ill fortune, as it luas oihe if 
voce! portuue t-i him ; whicli can only b'clong to that bird, 
the 5ve/, whitli, a,s it had formerly foreboded his happv 
deliverance from iniprifimment, Amiij. B. X\'’II 1 . eh. vi. 
J 7. fii was it then foretold to prove afterward the unhap. 
py forerunner of hi.s death in live d.tys time. If the im¬ 
proper word aiiic»!, or caufe, be changed for jofcphu,’s 
proper word aggehv, angel, or meffenger, and the foregoing 
words, Iktihoha — epi chemioa ihws, be inferted, Eufehius’s 
text will truly reprefent that in Jofephus. Had this im- 
perfeedion been in fome heathen author, that wa« kigood 
cileem with our modern critics, tlicy w'onld hav? rt’adily 
eorrecled thefe, as barely errors in t’lic copies; but being 
in an ancient Chriilian writer, not fo well reWked by 
thole critics, nothing will ferve but t.he ill-grounded ftip- 
pofal of nailfnl corrupthn andprcvarLyitlsu. 
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of what Providence allots, as it pleafes God ; 
for r''!. have by no means lived ill, but in a 
fplcndid aiitT happy manner.” When he faid 
this, his pain was become violent. Accord¬ 
ingly he was carried into the palace ; and the 
rumour went abroad every where, that he 
would certainly die in a little time. But the 
'multitude prcfently fat in fackcloth, with their 
reives and children, after the law of their coun¬ 
try, and befought God for the king’s recovery. 
All places were alfo full of mourning and la¬ 
mentation. Now the king relied in an high 
chamber, and, as he faw them below lying 
proflratc on the ground, he.could not himfelf 
forbear weeping. And, when he Irad been 
quite worn out by the paiti in his helly for five 
days, he departed this life, being in the fifty- 
fourth year of his age, and in the feventh year 
of his reign ; for he reigned four years under 
Galus Caefar, three of tltein were over Philip’s 
tctrarchy only, and on the fourth he had that of 
■Herod added to it ; and he reigned, befidcs 
ihofc, three years under the reign of Claudius 
C:efar. In which time, he reigned over the 
fore mentioned countries, and alfo had Judea 
added to them, as well as Samaria and C.'cfarc.a. 
The revenues that he received out of them 
were very great, no lefs than twelve millions ^ 
of drachma. Yet did he borrow great firms 
from others j for he was fo very liberal, that 
his expences exceeded his incomes, and his 
generoiity was boundlefs. f 

3. But, before the multitude were made 
acquainted with Agrippa’s being expired, Her¬ 
od, the king (:£ Chalcis, and Helcias, the mailer 
of his horfe, and the king’s friend, feiit Ariflo, 
one of the Icing’s moll faithful fervants, and 
llcw Silas, who had'been their enemy, as if it 
had been done by the king’s own command. 

• This film of .12,000,000 drachmx, which is equal 
to 3,000,000 fhekels, u e. at 2 j . lod. a (hckel, equal to 
425,000!. fteiling, was Agrippa the Great’s -yearly in¬ 
come, or about three quarters of his grandfather Herod’s 
income ; he having abated the tax upon houfes at jerufa- 
Jem, ch. vi. § 3. and was not fo tyrannical as he had been 
to the Jews. See the note on Antiq. JB. XVII. ch. xi. ^ 4- 
A large fcm this! but not, it feems, fufBcicnt for hi* 
evtravagaut expcnces. 

t Rebnd takes notice here, not improperly, that Jofe- 
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J] !)iit 'T/.K'np's 'ic'frr r/fr'' f’\' of a- 

; and Ii-TkV CIliuJuis^ rv' of 

lie ) oatJj iind Unfk'dfuhtcfs r-/ A/yr juu. 

font Cnffu's Fiuhis to (ic Procurator iffudea^ 
and of that entire IiinjiJ,./n. 

§ 1 . A ND thus did king Agrippa depart 
,/~X this life. But he left licliind him a 
i Ton, ylyn/fa hy name, a voutlr in tlie feven- 
teenth year of his age, and tluee daughters; 
one of which, Bernice, w.is married to Herod, 
his father’s brother, and was lixtccn years old; 
the other tw'o, Mariamne and Druiilla, were 
' Hill vipgitis.; the former was ten years old, and 
Drufilla fix. Now, thefe his daughters were thus 
j efpoufed hy tlieir father; Mariamnc toi Julius 
: Archclaus Epiphanes, the fon of Antiochus, 
j the fon of Chelcias, and Drufill.i to the king 
j ofCommagena, But, when it was known that 
I Agrippa was departed tliis life, the iuliahitants 
of Cxlarea and of beballe forgot the kindnelTcs 
he had beftovved on them, and afted the parts 
of tlie bittcrell enemies ; for they call fiich re¬ 
proaches upott the deceafed as are imt fit to lx: 
fpoken of; and fo many of them as were then 
foldicrs, which were a great number, went to 
his houfc, and liallily carried of}' the llatiicsj 
of this king’s daughters, and all at once car¬ 
ried them into the brothel-houfcs, and when 
they had fet them on the tops of thofe houfes, 
they abufed them to the utrnoll of their power, 
and did fuch things to them as are iiulecent to 
be related. They alfo laid themlelves down in 
public places, and celebrateil general feallings, 
with garlands on their heads, and with oint¬ 
ments and libations to Charon, and drinking 

to 

phus omits the reconciliation of this Ilerod-Agrippa to 
the Tyrians and Sidonians, by the means oi lllullus, the 
king’s chamberlain, mentioned Aclr, xii. 20. Nor is there 
any hiflory in the world i'o complete, as to omit nothing 
that other hillonans take notice of, unlcfs the one be 
taken out of the other, arxl accommodated to it- 

p I’hotius, who made an c.oracl of this fecliorr, fays, 
they were not the ftatnes or images, hut tlie ladies ilitm- 
felves, which were thus bafely abufed by ilic foidiers. 
Cod. CCXXXVIll. 

8 L 
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to (ioc another for ioy that the king was ex¬ 
pired. Nay, (hey were trot only immindfu! 
of Agrippa, who liad extended Itis liberality to 
them in abundance, hut of his grandfather 
Herod alfo, wlio had hiiniclf rebuilt their cities, 
and had ralfcd them havens and temples at 
vaft expcnccs. 

2. Now Agriyipa, the fon of the dcceafed, 
was at Rome, and brouglit up with Claudius 
C.’Kfar. And when Cahar was informed that 
Agrippa was dead, and that the inhabitants of 
Jaebalte and Cuifarea had abuled him, he was 
forry for the hrft news, and was difpleafed at 
the ingratitude of thofe cities. He was there¬ 
fore difpoied to fend Agrippa junior away pre- 
fently to fuccced his, father in the kingdom, 
and was willing to confirm him in it by his oath. 
But thofe frecd-mcn and friends of his, who 
had the greateft authority wirli him, difluadcd 
him from it, and faid, That “ it was a d*anger- 
ous experiment to permit fo large a kingdom to 
come under the government of fo young a man, 
and one hardly yet arrived at years of diferetion, 
who would not be able to take fufheient care of 
its adminiffration ; while the weight of a king¬ 
dom is licavy enough to a grown man,” So 
Ofar thought what they faid to be reafonablc. 


OF THE JEWS. 

Accordingly he fent Cufpius Fadus to be pro¬ 
curator of'Judea, and of the entire kingdom, 
and paid that refpect to the cleceafeh, as not U' 
introduce Marcus, who had been at variance 
with him, into his kingdom. But he deter¬ 
mined, ill the firfl place, to fend orders to Fa¬ 
dus, that he Ihould chaflh'e the inhabitants ol 
Cicfarea and Sebafte for thofe abufes they bad 
offered to him that was deceafed, and their 
madnefs toward his daughters that were flil! 
alive; and that he fliould remove that body ci 
foldiers that were at Crefarca and Sebalie, with 
the five regiments, into Pontus, that they might 
do their military duty there, and that he flrould 
chufe an equal number of foldiers out of the 
Roman legions, that were in Syria, to fupply 
their place. Yet were not thofe that had fuch 
orders adtually removed ; for, by fending am- 
baffadors to Claudius, they mollified him, and 
got leave to abide in Judea hill ; and thefc 
I were the very men that became tbe fource of 
very great calamities to the jews in after times, 
and lowed the feeds of that war wliich began 
under Florus; whence it was, that, when Vef- 
pafian had fuhdued the country, he removed 
[ them out of his province, as we lhall relate 
hereafter,* 


Tlf.s liiftory is now warning. 
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Containing the Interval of Twenty-two Tears. 

[From Fadus, tlic Procurator, to Florus. j 




C II A P. I. 


A Sedilion of the Philadelphians againji the 
Je-ivs ; and alfo concerning the Vejiments of 
tbe High PrieJ}. 


U PON the death of king Agrippa, 
which we have related in the 
foregoing book, Claudius Ca;far 


j fent Caffius Longinus, as fucceffbr to Marcus . 
I out of regard to the memory of king Agripyia, 
who had often defired of him bv letters, while 
he w’as alive, that he would not fuffe;" Marcus 
to be any longer prefldent of Syria, But Fa¬ 
dus, as foon as he was come procurator into 
I Judea, found qtiarrelfome doings between the 

1 Jcus 
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Jews th \t dwelt in Perea, and the people of j 
about their borders, at a village 
called yll^/'^ that was filled witli men of a war¬ 
like fc:n])cr ;.for the Jews of Perea had taken J 
lip arms willumt the eonfent of their principal |j 


men, and had defleoyed many of the Philadel¬ 
phians. When Ih'ulus was informed of this 


prdcc hire, it .provoked him very much, that ; 
tiiey had not left the detenninativm of the mat¬ 
ter to iiiin, if they thought that the PhiluJcl- ; 
plfians had dpnc them any wrong, but had ; 
ralhiy taken up arms againft them. So he 
feized upon three of their principal men, who 
were alio the caufes of this i'edition, and order¬ 
ed them to be bound, and afterward lud one 
of them (lain, vvhofc name wasand j 
lie haniihed the other two, Ainrain and Elea- 
zar. Tiioloiny aliig the archrohher, was, after 
ionic time, brought to him hound, and llain, j 
hut not till he had done a world of mifehief to j 
Idumea and the Aralnans. And indeed, from j 
that time, }udca was cleared oi robberies by ' 
the care and providence ol Inuius. He alJo at 
this lime feat for the high priells and tlic princi¬ 
pal cili/ens ol feruialcm, and this at tlie com¬ 
mands of the emperor, and admonilhed them, 
that tliey Ihould lay up tlic long garment, and 
the facred veftment, whicli it is cudomary tor 
no body but the high pried to wear, in the 
tower of Antonia, that it might he under the 
power oi the Romans, as it had been lormerly. 
Now the jews dnrd not contradidl what he 
had faid, but defircd Fadus, however, and 
Longinus (which lad was come to Jeiulalcm, 
aud had brouglit a great army with him, out 
of a fear that the [rigid] injumdions oi fadus 
ihould force the Jews to rebel) that they migiit, 
in the Hrft place, have leave to lend amhal- 
fadors to Ctefar to petition him, that they may 
liave tiie holy vedrnents under their own 
power, and that, in the next place, they 
would tarry till they knew what anfwer Claudi¬ 
us would give to that their reejued. So they 
replied, that they would give them leave to 
fend their ambidadors, provided they would 
give thJin their fonsas pledges [for their peace¬ 
able behaviour.] And when they had agreed , 
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fo to do, and had given them vlie p,edges (lu'y 
(Iclifcd, the amb.ill.idors wcic lent c.-corduigl'. 
But when, upon tluir coming !o Kv.mic, .\- 
grippa junior, the 1 -in < f the d . In], undcr- 
llootl the vcalon whv they came I'U' !> 
with Claudius Cauar, as wc laid n ) l.c he 
I'ought C:elar to grant the fcv\;. ihclr rcgucfl 
about the holy vdliuciUs, and t(j lend a ineU 
fage to Fadus accordingly. 

2 . IIj:ri;upon Claudius called f( r the ani- 
halfadors, and told them, That “ he granted 
their rcijucftand hade them to return theii 
thanks to king Agripj^a for tliis lavour, which 
had been bellowed on llietn ujion his intreaty. 
And, heftdes ihefc anl'wcrs of ins, he lent the 
following letter by them : “ Claudius Cad'ar, 
Cermuiiicus, tribune of ilv: people the llfth 
time, and defigned conliil tin; iourth time, aud 
imperator the tenth time, the father of ddis 
country, to the maglilrales, feiiate, and jicoplc, 
and whole nation of tite |ew,s, I'ciuletii greet- 
ing. Upon the preleiitation oi' your ainlul'- 
fadors to me by Agriiipa, my fiiead, whom I 
have brought up, and have now with me, and 
who is a perfon of very great piety, wlto me 
come to give me thanks for the care 1 have 
taken of your nation, and to lutreat me, in an 
carnefl and obliging manner, that they may 
have the lieily vedrnents, veith the ciown be¬ 
longing to them, under tlieir power ; I grant 
their reciued, as that excellent perfon Vitclllus, 
who is very dear to me, had done before me. 
And 1 have complied with your dcfiie, in the 
firil place, out of regard to that f>iety wliich I 
profels, and beeaule 1 would have every one 
wordiip God according to tlic laws of their 
own country ; and this 1 do alfo liccaid'c I 
lliall hereby highly gratify ];ing Ilerod, and 
Agrippa, junior, whole faered rigaids to me, 
and earned good-will in vou, I aiu mc'l ac¬ 
quainted with, and v. hh v. bom 1 have the 
greated fricndllup, and whom 1 highly ellcem, 
and look on as perfons of the bed eharakter. 
Now I have written about thefe aflairs to 
Cufpius Fadus, my procurator. The’ nanu-s 
of thofe that brcugltt rue your letter arc, Cor¬ 
nelius, 



me 
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nelius, the fon of Ccro, Trypho, the fon of 
'lUcudio, Dorotliciis, the fon of Nathaniel, and 
John, the fon of John. This letter is dated be¬ 
fore the fourth of the calends of July, when 
Rufus and Pompeius Sylvanus are confuls ” 

3 lie ROD alfo, the brother of the deceafcd 
Agrippa, who w.is then poireffcd of‘the royal 
authority over Chalcis, petitioned Claudius Gic- 
far for the authority over the temple, and the 
money of the facred ircafure, and the choice 
of the high pricfts, and obtained all that he pe¬ 
titioned for. So that after that time this au¬ 
thority continued among * all his defccndants 
till the end of the war. Accordingly Herod 
removed the laft high prieft, called Cantherasy 
and'beftowed that dignity on his fuccelfor Jo- 
■feph, the fon of Camus. 


C H A P. II. 

•HoiP Hcknay the S^uecn of AdiahenCy and her 
Son Izates embraced the jfewijh Religion; 
and how Helena fuppliedthe Poor with Corny 
when there was a great Famine at yerufalem. 

§ I. \ BOUT this time it was that Helena, 
JP\, queen of Adiabene, and her fon I- 
Zates changed their courfe of life, and embra¬ 
ced the Jewifli cuftoms, and this on the occa- 
fion following : Monohazus, the king of Adi¬ 
abene, who had alfo the name of Bazeus, fell 
in love with his filler Helena, and took her to 
• be hisi wife, and begat her with child. But as 
he was in bed with her one night, he laid his 
ham,! upon his wife’s belly, and fell afleep, and 
feemed to hear a voice, which bid him take his 
hand off his wife’s belly, and not hurt the in- 
fantthat was therein, which, by God’s provi¬ 
dence, would be fafely born, and have an hap¬ 
py end. ’i’his voice put him into diforder.j fo 

t, 

* Her*: is fo me error in the copies, orntiftake injofe- 
phus; for the power of appointing high priclls, after lie-!' 

king of Chalcis, Vl’ts dead, and Agripp.! jtmior was 
rnaik king of Chalsis in his loom, belonged to him, and 
he cjiagifcd tlie latttc all along till Jerufakoi vras destroy¬ 
ed,,aa jol'ephus tlfcwherelafprms uS, chstp* viii, 

■lhap. ix. § 1, 4, 7. 
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he i'wakttd immediately, and told the flory to 
his wife; and when his fon was bomj,J'. 'ail¬ 
ed him Izates, He had indeed ivfonobaziis, 
his elder brother, by Helena alfo, as he had 
other foils by other wives befidcs. Yet did he 
openly place all his affections on this his only 
begotten f fon Izates, which was the origin oi 
that envy which his other brethren, by the fame 
father, bore to him ; while on this account they 
hated him more and more, and were all under 
great afflidtion that their father fliould prefer 
Izates before them. Now although tlmir lather 
were very fenfible of thefe their paffions, yet 
did he forgive them, as not indulging thofc 
paffions out of an ill difpofition, but out of a 
defirc each of them had to be beloved by their 
father. However, he fent Izates, witli many 
prefents, to Ahennerig, the king of Charax- 
Spafmi, and that out of the great dread he was 
in about him, left he fhould come to fome mif- 
fortune by the hatred his brethren bore him ; 
andjie committed his fon’s prefervation to him. 
Upon which Ahennerig gladly received the 
young man, and had a great affedion for him ; 
and married him to his own daughter, whofe 
name was Samacha : he alfo heftowed a coun¬ 
try upon him, from which he received large 
revenues. 

2. But when Monohazus was grown oW, 
and faw that he had but a little time to live, he 
had a mind to come to the fight of his fon be¬ 
fore he died. So he fent for him, and em¬ 
braced him after the moft affedionate manner, 
and beftowesi on him tire country called Carra; 
it was a foil that bare amomum in great plenty: 
there are alfo in it 'the remains of that ark, 
wherein it is related that Noah cfcaped the de¬ 
luge, and where they are ftill ffiewn to fuch 
,aT6 aredefirous to foe them. 4 l Accordingly I- 

zates 

I here yfes the word ^ntnlyhegoUut 

rear no other-than one itji bvievedy as docs both the 
OW and New Te'ftlment; 1 mean where there were one 
or ihoie fon« betidcBL Gen. xkH. a. Hebrews xi. 17. 
See the note oh B* ti ch. xiii J i. 

, I It is here vtsiy petnarkabk, that the remains of 
Hfk ssrCTC belicvc4 to be ftilj in being in the days of 
Jo%ih4»- See the npfoon B. h cliap. iii. j 5. 
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Mti's ibodo in that country until his father’s 
ilci'n. ’hit the very diy that Monobazus 
qu cn Helena fent for .all the [grandees 
end ;;o\'.rnoi;, ol the kingdom, and lor thofe 
that hid the armies cominiftcd to their com- 
luand ; and when they were come, Die made 
;!n> following I'peech to them; “ I believe 
} on are not unacquainted that my hulb.md 
w ;s delirous I/ates fhould fuCceed liini in the 
government, and thought him worthy fo to 
do. However,’ 1 wait your determination ; for 
h tppy is he who receives .a kingdom, not from 
.1 llnglc perfoa only, but from the willing fuf- 
frages of a great many.” This fhe faid in or¬ 
der to trv thofe that were invited, and to dif- 
cover their fentiments. Upon the hearing of 
\vliich, they firfl of all paid their homage to 
tiic queen, as their cunom was, and then they 
laid. That “ they confirmed the king’s deter¬ 
mination, and would fubmit to it; and they re¬ 
joiced that Izates’s father had preferred him be¬ 
fore the reft of his brethren, as being agreeable to 
all their wifhes: but that they were defirous 
firft of all to Hay his bretliren and kinfmen, 
that fo the government might come fecurely to 
Tzates; bccaufe, if they were once deftj'oyed, 
all that fear would be Over, which might a- 
rife from their hatred and envy to him.” He¬ 
lena ftplied to this, That “ flie returned them 
laer thanks for their kindnefs to herfelf, and to 
Tzates; but defired that they would however 
defer the execution of this flaughter of Izates's 
brethren till he fhould be there himfelf, and give 
his approbatioa to it.” So, fmee thdfe men had 
not pretailed with her, when they advifed her 
to flay them, tfley exhorted her at leaft to keep 
them in bonds till he fhould come, and that for 
their own fecurity; they alfo gave her counfelto 
fet up fome one whom fhe could put the greateft 
truft in, as a governor of the kingdom in the 
meantime. So queen Helena complied with 
this counfel of theirs, and fet uj) MoUobazus, 
the eldeft fon, to belting; and jrdt the diadem ! 
upon his head, and gate him hisTather’s ring,; 
with it*& fignet, as alfo the <OTiament which j 
'Urey call Sam^er^ and exhorted him to ad- i 
rpinifler the anmin of thelkingdom till I 


ther fliouhl comt-; who ctmc , upon 

i lih lic.u'ing til if hi-, fn'ici w.i, (ic.id, .iiul i'uc- 
! coeJed liis In'Otlicr f.'h !i 'h I/O\.!u) icligncd 
uj> the govci iimeiiL ti) hull. > 

3. Now, (luring ihe time 1/ Ucs liIuhIc at 
! Cli.irav-Sp.i'ini, a (crtain Jowiiii merchant, 
wiiolc u.une w.as Au,uiia% 'git .uuoug dui wo¬ 
men that hclongcil to the king, ami taught 
them to worfhip God according to the Jcwifli 
religion. He moreover, by their me.uis, iie- 
came known to I/.ates, and pt 1 fiiach-d liiia in 
like manner to embrace that religion ; he alfo, 
at the earuefl intrvaty of I/atcs, accompanieci 
him when he was feat for by Ins father to 
coinc to Adiahene ; It alfo happened, that He¬ 
lena, about the fime time, was iidlrmlled by 
a certain other jew, and went over to them. 
But when Izates had takcu the kingdom, and 
was come to Adiahene, and there faw his 
brethren and other kinfrnen in bonds, lie was 
difplcafed .at it; and, as he rliotlghi it an in- 
I fiance of impiety, either to flay or to imprifon 
j them, but ftill thought it an hazardous thing 
: for to let them have their liberty, With the re¬ 
membrance of the injuries tliat had been ofTcr- 
j etl them, he fent fome of them and their cliil- 
j dren for lioflages to Rome, to Claudius C.a;far, 
i and fent the others to Artabanus, the king of 
j Parthia, with tlic like intentions. 

I 4. And when he perceived that his mother 
I was highly plea&d with the Jewilh cuftorntg 
He made haftc to change, and to embrace them 
entirely; and as he fuppofed tliat he louid not 
be thoroughly a jew uuldfs he were cinumci- 
fed, he was ready to have it done. But wlieh 
his mother underftood what he Was .about, fhe 
endeavoured to hinder him from doing it; and 
faidto him. That “ this thing would bring liim 
into danger.;.and that, as he was a king, fic 
would thereby bring himfelf info great odium 
among his firojedls, when they fltould under- 
ftand that he was fo fond of rhes that wete to 
them ftrangeind fdfeign; and tfiat they would 
•never bear to fee ruled over.1)y a jewh”' ‘ TKi;h. 
it was that fhe faid to him, and. for the prefent' 
perfuaded him to forbear. And wh en he rc- 
. ^ ^. p - lated . 
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lateci what Hie had faid to Ananias, he confirm- I' 
cd what his mother had faid, and when he had ! 
idfo threatened to leave him unlefshe complied | 
with him, fic went away from him, and faid, j 
That he was afraid Icll filch an adlion be- j 
in" once liccoine public to all, he fhuuld him- ! 
felf be in danj^er of jnmifhment, for having , 
been the oroaiion of it, ami having been the | 
king’s inllriKl’tor in adions that were of ill re- ‘ 
putaiion ; and he faid, that he might worfliip 
God without being circumciled, even though | 
he did' refolvc to follow’ the Jcwifli law entire- ' 
ly, which worfhip of Cfiid was of a fuperior 
nature to circuincifion. He added, that God 
w’oiild forgive him, though he did not perform i 
the operation, w'hile it was omitted out of ne- 
celuty, and for fear of his fubjeds.” So the 
king at that time complied with thefe perfua- 
fions of Ananias, idit alterwards, as he had 
not quite left off his delire of doing this thing, 
a certain otlier Jew that came out of Galilee, 
whole name was Elriizjr, and who was elleem- 
ed very Ikilfu! in the learning of his country, 
perruaded him to do the thing ; for as he 
entered into his palace to falute him, and found 
him reading the law of Moles, he faid to him, 

“ Thou doft not confider, O king, that thou 
uiljuftly breakeft the principal of thofe laws, 
and art injurious io God himleli [by omit¬ 
ting to be circumcifcd ;] for thou oughtcfl not 
only to read them, hut chiefly to pradice what | 
they injoin thee. How long wilt thou con- | 
tinue uncircumciied ? But if thou hall; not yet 
read the lav/ about clrcumcilion, and doll not 
know how great impiety thou art guilty of by ' 
ncglcding it, read it mow.” AVlien the king 
bacl heard what he faid, he delayed the thing 
no longer, but retired to another room, and 
fent for a iurgeon, and did what he was com- 
inaptlcd to do. He then lent lor his mother, ^ 
ami Ananias his tutor, and informed them that 
he had done the thing ; upon which they 
were prcl'cntly firuck with afionilbment and ! 
liar, and that-to a great degree, lell the thing 

* Jorcplu’.s is very f’-ill :ni.’ cxprcfs ia thefe three chap-r 
terfl, iii, iv, aii(! v. hroLfervint; )iow carefully Divine Pro- 
yickiitc iiveft Lved thislzati s, king of Adiabenc, and his 
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fliould be openly difeovered and r 
the king fliould hazard the lofs ' 
while his lubjctts would not be .n- 

cd by a man who was fo zee.u ..nother 

religion; and left they fliould tl emlclves run 
fome hazard, becaufe they would be fuppofed 
the occafion of his fo doing. But it was God 
* himl'eif who hindered what they feared from 
taking efledl; ; for he preferved both Izatcs him- 
felf, and his Ibus, when they fell into manv 
dangers, and proemed their deliverance when 
it feemed to be impollible, and dcmonftratcii 
tliereby, that the fruit of piety does not perilh 
as to thofe that have regard to him, and fix 
their faith upon him only. But thefe events 
we fhall relate hereafter. 

5. But as to Helena, tlic king’s mother, 
when ftie faw that the affairs of izates’s kiu"- 

O 

dom were in peace, and that her fon was an 
happy man, and admired among all men, and 
even among foreigners, hy tlie means of God’s 
providence over liim,, flic had a mind to go to 
the city Jerul'alem, in order to worfliip at that 
temple ol God which was io very lamor.s a- 
mong all men, and to offer her thank-offirings 
there. So flie defired her fon to give her leave 
to go thither : upon which he gave his coni'ent 
to what flie defired very willingly, and made 
great preparation for her difiniftlon, an^ gave 
her a great deal of money, and fhc went down 
to the city Jerufalem, . lier fon conducting-her 
on her journey a great way. Now her coming 
was of very great advantage to the people of 
Jerufalem ; for whereas a famine did opprefi; 
them at that time, and many people died for 
want of what was neceffiry to procure food 
withal, (pieen Helena fent fome of her Icrvants 
to Alexandria with money to buy a great 
quantity of corn, and others of them to Cyprus, 
to bring a cargo of dried figs. And as I'ooji at 
they were come back, and had brouglit thole 
proviiions, which was done very cjuickly, Ihe 
; diftrihuted food to thofe that v/crc in want of 

It} 

Ions, while he did what he thought was hishonddcii di.ity, 
notwithftatiding tLc.ftrongcfl poiiiical motives to tlic cou- 
irstry.. ' ’ 
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i . Tnd left a'noft: excellent raemorial behind 
hci ’^his benefadlon, which (he bellowed on 
our whole nation. And when her Ton Izates 
Avas Informed of this famine, he font great i 
iiiins of money to the principal men in Jerufa- 1 
iem. Kov/ever, What favours this queen and 
king conferred upon our city Jcrufalcm fhall be 
farther related hereafter.^- 1 
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//;7C' Artabantis^ the Kin^ of Parthia, out of \ 
Fear of the fecret Contrivances of bis Subjects j 
agalnjl him, isjcnt to Izates, and vans by him j 
rein fated in his Government; as alfo how j 
Bardanes, his Son, denounced iVar agalitf i 
hsates. 

§ 1.13 UT now Artabanus, king of the Par- | 
thians, perceiving that the governors ^ 
of the provinces liad framed a plot againfl iiim, ! 
did not think it fafe for him to continue among I 
them, but refolved to go to izates, in hopes of 
finding feme way for Ids prefervation by his 
means, and, if poffible, for his return to his ' 
own dominions. So he came to izates, and 
brought about a thoufind of his kindred and 
fervants with him, and met him upon the road, 
while he well knew Izates, but Izates did not 
know him. When Artah.urus llootl near him, 
the firll place worflupped«him, accord¬ 
ing to the cuftom, he then laid to liim : “ O 
king, do not thou overlook me thy fervant, 
nor do thou proudly rejedd the fuit 1 make tlicc ; j 
for as I am reduced to a low chute, hy the ch.inge j 
of fortune, and of a king am become a priN^atc I 
man, I hand in need of thy ahihancc. Have 

» Th is farther account of the benef.icdiotjs of Ir urs j 
ami Helena to th“ Jeruf.ilem-Jc'ws, '.vhicli Jofcpiius lierc 
promifes, is, I think, no where performed by Inin in his 
prefent works. But of this terrible f.imine itfelf in Judea, 
r.tke Dr. liutlfon’s note bcrc :—“This,” fays he, “ is titat 
famine forccolj by Agabua, Atl-i xi. 28. wiiicb happened 
when O.iudias w.is coiiful tho fourth ti.mc ; ar.d not that 
other wbicli Iteppencd when Clamlitis wat conful the 
fecom!*tinie, and CaTtnri was bis colleague, :;s Scaliger 
I fiys upon Eufebjus, p. 174.” ' Now wjicn Jofephus had 
fjid a little alterv.’ard, cluip. v. J 2. that “ Tiberius Ae"- 
!'u. •; Cufp'Uj Fadus a;, procurator,'’ he iai- 


regard, therefore, unto the unceitaiuty of for¬ 
tune, and ehcem the care thou lhalt lake of me 
to betaken of thyfclf alfo : for if 1 he ncgleclcd, 
anti my fuhjcdls go oiT unjiunilhed, m’ayy other 
fuhjedls will become the mote iniolcnt tovvards 
other kings alfo.'’ And this fjrccch Artabanus 
made vvitli tears in his eyes, and with a dcjedl- 
etl countenance. Now as foon as Izates heard 
Artabanus's name, and faw him (land a.s a fup- 
pllcant before him, he leaped down from his 
horlc immediately, and faid to him, “ Take 
courage, O king, nor be dhlurbcd at thy pre¬ 
fent c.alamity, as if it were incurable; for the 
change of thy fad condition lhall be hidden ; for 
thou lhalt find me to be more thy friend and 
thy' ahlflant than thy hopes can prornife thee ; 
lor I will either re-eilablilh thee in the kingdom . 
of Parthia, or lofe my' own.” 

2. WiiBN he I'.ad I'aitl this, lie fet Artabanus 
upon his horle, and followed him on foot, in 
honour of a king wdiom he owned as greater 
than himftif; which, when Artalianus faw., 
j he wnas very uncafy at it, aurl fware by his pre¬ 
fent fortune and honour, that he would get 
down from his horfc, nntefs izates w'ould get 
upon hi.s horfc again, and go before him. So 
he complied witli his dclirc, and leaped upon 
his horfc ; and, when he had brought him to 
his royal palace, he Ihcwed him all forts of re- 
fpcH, when they fat together, and he gave him 
the upper place at feftivals alfo, as regarding 
not his prefent fortune, but his former dignity', 
and tliat upon this conllderation alio, that the 
j changes of fortune are common to all men. 
i ric alfo wrote to the Parthians, to perfuade them 
i to receive Artabanus again ; and gave them his 

right- 

mediatefy fubjoinr., Tl'.at " under thcTc procurator? Hvtc 
happened a grc.it famine in ]iulc?i.” it i, plui;', 

th.il tbi^ famine coiilimicd for inariy years, oin .'\ccoinit !.a 
its duration under ihofe two procurators. Nr.w Fad.u ; 
was not fent into Judea till after the ilcatti of king A';ri|-- 
pa, I, c. lowanls the latter end (d' tic .jlh year of (’ia.id.-- 
us ; ft) tbat this .Hniinc foretold by. Ag.ihns, h'apn-'noi 
upon the jtb, 6th, attd ytli years of d.iiK’in):, i 
Valt'liiis on Fufeb. Jl. 12. Of this f.tiiiijic alfo, ai’d <p,s( n 
Helena’s' fepplics, and her tnotiumenr, fee bit I'i's LlKo- 
rcncnfis,page 144, 145. where itihobfeivrd i'l toe notes, 
that Paufanias mentions tlint her mouuriKr.: ,i!fr. 
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right-hand and his faith, that he fhould forget 
what was paft and done, and that he would un¬ 
dertake for this, as a mediator between them. 
Now the.Parthians did not themfelves refufe to 
receiveHiim again, but pleaded that it was not 
jtow in their power fo to do ; becaufe they had 
committed the government to another perfon, 
who had excepted of it, and whole name was 
Cinnamus^ and that they were afraid left a civil 
war flxould arife on this account. When Gin- 
namus underftood their intentions, he wrote to 
Artabanus himfclf, for he had been brought up 
by him, and was of a nature good and gentle 
alfo, and tlefired him to put confidence in him, 
and to come and take his own dominions again. 
Accordingly Artabanus trufted him, and return¬ 
ed home ; when Cinnamus met him, and wor- 
fhipped him, and faluted him as king, and took 
the diadem oft’ his own head, and put it upon 
the head of Artabanus. 

j. And thus was Artabanus reftored to his 
kingdom again by the means of Izates, when 
be had loft it by the means of the grandees of 
the kingdom. Nor was he unmindful of the 
benefits he had conferred upon him, but re¬ 
warded him with fuch honours as were of 
greateft efteem among them ; for he gave 
him leave to wear his tiara upright,'*^ and to 
deep upon a golden bed, which are privileges 
and marks of honour peculiar to the kings 
of Parthia. He alfo cut oft' a large and fruit¬ 
ful country from the king of Armenia, and 
beftd^ed it upon him. The name of the coun¬ 
try is Ntfibls^ wherein the Macedonians liad 
formerly built that city which they called 
tioch of Mygdonia. And thefe were the hon¬ 
ours that were paid Izates by tire king of the 
Parthians. 

►4. Bu r in no long time Artabanus died, 
ami left his kingdom to his fon Bai-danes. 
Nov^ this Bardancs came to Izates, and would 
have perfuaded him to join him with his ar¬ 
my, and to alTift him in the waar he was sper- 
paring to make with the Romans j but lie 
could not prevail with him. Tor Izates £0 well 

^ 'flus privilege of wearing the tiara u{^ght, or with 
»nc tip of the cone erect, is known to have been of oid 


knew the ftrength and good fort- 
mans, that he took Bardanes U 
was impoftihle to be done ; anv be- 

fides feat his fons, five in number, .u they but 
young alfo, to learn accurately the language of 
our nation, together with oUr learning, as well 
as he had fent his mother to worfiiip at our 
temple, as I have laid already, was the more 
backward to a compliance ; and reftrained Bar¬ 
danes, telling him perpetually of the great ar¬ 
mies and famous adlions of the Romans, and 
thought thereby to terrify hi’m, and defireJ 
thereby to hinder him from that expedition. 
But the Parthian king was provoked at this 
his behaviour, and denounced war immediate¬ 
ly againft Izates. Yet did he gain no advan¬ 
tage by this war, becaufc God cut oft' all Ids 
hopes therein ; for the Parthians, perceiving 
Bardanes’s intentions, and how he had deter¬ 
mined to make war with the Romans, flew 
him, and gave his kingdom to his brother 
Gotarzes. He alfo, in no long time, periflicd 
by a plot made againft him, and Vologafcs, 
his brother fucceeded him, who committed 
two of his provinces to two of his brothers, 
by the fame father; that of the Medes to the 
elder, Pacorua, and Armenia to the younger, 
Tiridates. 


•CHAP. IV. 

How Izates was betrayed by his own SubjeBs^ 
andfought againft by the Arabians : and bow 
Izates, by the Providence of God, was de¬ 
livered out of their Hands, 

§ I. wlien the king’s brother Mono- 

bazus, and his other kindred faw 
how Izates, by his piety to God, was become 
Ideally efteemed by all men, they alfo had a 
ddireto leave the religion of their country, and 
to CDohrace the euftoms of the Jews ; but that 
a€i: vd theirs was difeovered by Izates’s fubjeds. 
Wheiseupon the grtmdees were much difpleafed, 
'» ‘ and 

t 

S icalitr to iysyeas) tin^, horn Senophon, and otliers, as 
r Hudfoti oWerves Mte. 
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. nJ could not contain their anger at them j 
hi.- ! id an inleiuion, when they Ihouh! had a 
projier ^.ortunlLy, to infiidt a panilhinent 
upon them. Accordingly they wrote to Abia, 
king of the Arabians, and jnomifed him great 
Jams of money, if-he would make an expedi¬ 
tion againll their king; and tlicy farther pro- 
mi'lcd him, tluit, on the firtl onfet, they would 
defert their king, bccaufc they were dcfirous to 
punhh him, by reafon of the hatred he had 
to their religious worlhip: then they obliged 
ihcmfelvea by d^ths to be faithful to each other, 
and dcfircd that he would make hafte in this 
deligu. The king of Arabia complied with 
their dcfircs, and brought a great army into 
tlic field, and marched againll Izates; and, 
in llte htgiuning of the lirft onfet, and before 
they came to a clofc fight, thole grandees, as 
if they had a panic terror upon them, ail de- 
Icrtcd Izates, as they had agreed to do, and, 
turning their backs upon their enemies, ran 
away. Yet was not Izates difmayed at this; 
but when he underftood that the grandees had 
betrayed him, he alfo retired into his camp, 
and made enquiry into the matter ; and as foon 
as he knew who they were that had made this 
confpiracy with the king of Arabia, he cut off 
thofe that were found guilty ; and renewing 
the fight on the next day, he flew the greatefl 
part of his enemies, and forced all the reft to 
Ji)c;/rke themfelves to flight. He alfo purfued 
their king, and drove him into a fortrels cal¬ 
led Arfamus^ and, following on the fiege vi- 
goroufly, he took that fortrelif. And when he 
had plundered it of all the prey that was in it, 
w'hicli was not fmall, he returned to Adiabene : 
yet did not he take Abia alive ; becaufe, when 
he found himfelf encompafTed on every fide, 
he flew himfelf. 

2. But although the grandees of Adiabene 
had failed in their firft attempt, as being de- j 
livered up by God into their king’s hands, yet | 
would they not even then be quiet; but wrote i 
again to Vologafes, who was then king of 
Parthia, and defired that he would kill Izates, 
and fef over them fome other potentate, who J 
fliQuld be of a Parthian family; for they faid,'j 
- No. XXX. 


«9r 

Tn.it “ they bated tlicir own king for abro- 
gating the laws of their fori'fiihcis, and em- 
br.iciiig foreign cullnmii.” V.'heu the king ot 
I’.irthi.i hc.ird ibis, he boldly made \yar upon 
I'/.it.; and as lie li.ul no jull prc'cncc for this 
war, lie lent to him, and dcmaiuhd baok thofe 
hniK/UrahIc piivilcgcs which had been beftowed 
on him by his father, and thre.vtencd, on his 
rcfulal, to make war upon liitn. Upon hear¬ 
ing of this, l/.itcs was under no Imall tx'ouble 
of mind, as thinking it would be .a reproacli 
upon liim to appear to rellgn thufe privileges 
that had been beftowed uj^on him, out of 
cowardice; yet bec.iufe he knew, that though 
the king of Parthi.t iliould receive b.tck thofe 
honours, yet wouhl he not be quiet, he rc- 
lolved to commit himfelf to Cod, his protcdlor, 
in the prefent danger he was in of his life ; and 
as he etteemed him to he his principal alliftant, 
he entrufted his children and his wives to k 
very ftrong fortrels, and laid up liis corn in 
his citadels, and fet the hay and the grafs orJ 
fire. And when he had thus put things in 
order, as well as he could, he awaited the 
coming of the enemy. And when the king of 
Parthi.i was come, wnth a great number of 
footmen and horfemcn, which he did fooner 
than was expeded (for he marched in great 
hafte) and had call up a bank at the river that 
parted Adiabene from Media ; Izates alfo pitch¬ 
ed his camp not far off, having with him fix 
thoufand horfemcn. But there came a mef- 
fenger to Izates, fent by the king of Parthia, 
who told him, Plow large his dominions 
were, as rcr-ching from the river Euphrates to 
Badri.1, and enumerated that king’s fubjeds: 
he alfo threatened him, that he fhould be 
punilhed, as a perfon ungrateful to his lords ; 
and faid, that the God whom he worfliipped 
could not deliver him out of the king’s hands.” 
When the meffenger had delivered this his mef- 
fage, Izates replied, I’hat “ he knew the king 
of Parthia’s power was much greater than his 
own ; but that he knew alfo that God was 
much more powerful tlian all men.”' And. 
when lie bad returned him this anfwer, he be- 

8 N took 
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took himfelf to make fuppUcation'*^' to God, 
and threw himfelf upon the ground, and put 
afhes upon his head, in tellimony of his con- 
lulion, andfiiftod, together with his wives and 
children!. When he calletl upon God, and 
laid, ‘ O Lord and Governor, if I havi) not in 
rain committed myfclf to thy goodneflg but 
have juftly determined that tliou only art the 
Lord and principal of all beings, come now to 
rny affilfance, and defend me from my enemies, 
not only on my own account, but on account 
of their inToIent behaviour with regard to thy 
power, while they have not feared to lift up 
their proud and arrogant tongue againll thee,” 
Thus did he lament and bemoan himl'elf, with | 
tears in his eyes; whereupon God heard his | 
prayer. And immediately that very night Vo- ' 
logafes. received letters, the contents of which 
were thefe, that a great band of Dahse and 
SaUx, delpifmg him, now he was gone fo ^ 
long a journey from home, had made an ex- ' 
pedition, and laid Parthia walle; fo that he 
[wa^ forced tojretire back, w’ithout doing any 
thing. And thus it was that Izates efcapedthe 
threatenings of the Parthians, by the providence 
of God. 

3. It was not long ere Izates died, when he 
had completed lifcy-hve years of his life, and 
liad ruled his kingdom twenty-four years. He 
left behind him twenty-four Ions, and twenty- 
four daughters. However, he gave order that 
his brother hlonobazius fliould fuccecd in the 
government, thereby requiting him, bccaufe, 
while he was himfelf abfent, after their father’s 
death, he had faithfully preferved the govern¬ 
ment for, him. Bat when Helena, his mother, 
heard of her fon’s death, Ihe was in great hea- 
vinefs, as was but natural upon her lofs of liich 

* Thi.s mourning, and fitting, ami praying, ufed hy 
Izates, witii proflration of iii.s body, and afhes upon his 
head, arc* plain figns that he was become either a Jew, 
or an Ebionite Chrillijii, who indeed differed not much 
from proper Jews. .See chap. vi. f i. However, his 
Rfppiications were heard, ami he w.is providentially deliver¬ 
ed horn that imminent dang-r ho was in. 

f Thcfc pyramids or pillars, frc£fce(l by Helena, queen 
of Adiabene, near Jcrufalom, three in nujuber, sire.hien- 
tioned by Eufebius, in his Ecclef, Hilt. Bi U. ch; xxii. 
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a moft dutiful fon; yet was it a c* 
that flic heard the fucceffion 
fon. Accordingly Ihe wen. 
and when flic was come into ..e did 

not long outlive her fon Izaic ,jut Moiio- 
bazus fent her bones, as well as ihofc of Izates, 
his brother, to Jerufalem, and gave order that 
they fliould be buried at the pyramids, f which 
their mother had eredled ; they were three in 
number,, and diftant no more than three fur¬ 
longs from the city Jerufalem. But for the 
adlions of Monobazus the king, which he did 
i during the refl; of his life, we will relate them 
j hereafter. I 

■ A' .'I I .. . . I I II I ■»! I , , „ M - I. I 

C PI A P. V. 

Concerning T’heudas^ and the Sons of judas tL: 

Galilean : as alfo what Calamity fell upon tb: 

fews on the Day of the Pajfyver, 

§ i...T^’jOW it came to pafs, while Faduswas 
procurator of Judea, that a certain 
magician, whofe name was Dbeudas^^ perfuar 
ded a great part of the people to take their ef- 
fedls with them, and follow him to the river 
Jordan; for he tokl them he v.’as a prophet, 
and that he would, by hia own command, di¬ 
vide the river,, and aflbrd them an eafy paifage 
oyer it; and many were deluded by his words. 
However,. Fadus did not permit him to make 
any advantage of his wild attempt, but fenVa' 
troop of horlemcn out againll them ; who, fal¬ 
ling upon them, utiexpcdledly, flew many of 
them, and took many of them alive. They 
alfo took Tlieudas alive, and cut off bis head, 
and carried it to Jerufalem. I'his was what bc- 

fel 

for which Dr. Hudfon refers us to Valclius’s notes upon 
that place. They are alfo mcntionetl by Paufanias, as hath 
been- already noted, cljap. ii- 6 . Rcland gueffes diet 
that now called .Abj'alom's Pillar may be one of them. 

J This account is now wanting. 

§ Tliis Theuilas, who arofe under Fadus the pjccurator, 
about A. D. 45, or 46. could not be that Thtudas who 
arofe in the days of the taxing, under Cyrenius; or about 
A. D. 7., Atbs V. 36, 37. Who tb.at earlier «Thcudas 
was,, fee the lurtc on B. XYII. ch. x. ^5.. 
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l‘l ihe Jews iu the time of Cufpius Fadus’s 

g. vi^/ninciir. 

2. 1 . • came Tiberius Alexander as fuc- 
ceilcjr to ladus ; he was the ion of Alexander, 
the alabarch of Alexandria, which Alexander 
was a principal p^rfon among all his contem¬ 
poraries, both for liis family and wealth : he 
was alio more eminent for his piety than this 
his Ion Alexander, for he did not continue in 
the religion of his country. Under thefe pro¬ 
curators that great famine happened in Judea, 
ill which qucct\FIe]ena U)ught corn in Egypt, 
at a great expence, and diftributed it to 
thole that were in want, as 1 have related al¬ 
ready. And befides tills, the Ions of Judas of 
tj.ililee were now fain ; I mean of that Judas 
who caulcd the people to revolt, wlicn Cyreni- 
us came to take an account of the edates of the 
[ews, as we have Ihewn in a foregoing book. 
The names of tliofe fons were 'James and 
Siniof!, whom Alexander commanded to be 
crucified. But now Herod, king of Chaleis, 
removed Jofeph, the fon of Gainydus, from 
the high priertbood, and made Ananias, the 
foil of Nebedus, his fuccellor. And now it 
XV3S, that Cumauus came a lucccHbr to Tiberi¬ 
us Alexander ; as alfo that Herod, brother of 
Agrippa, the great king, departed this life, in 
the eighth year of the reign of Claudius CEefur. 
He lel't behind him three Ions, Arillobulus, 
whg/m he had by his iirll wife, with Bernicianus 
and Hyreanus, both whom he had by Bernice, 
his brother’s daughter- But Claudius Crelar 
beftowed his dominions on Agrippa junior. 

3. Now. while the Jcwidi aliairs were under 
the adminiftration of Gumanus, there happen¬ 
ed a great tumult at the city of Jerufalem,,aiid 
many of the jews perilhed therein.. But 1 
lhall lirft explain the, occafion whence it was ; 
derived. When that feaft, which is called the i 
rajovcfy was at hand, at which time our cuf- j 
tom is to life unleavened Bread, and a great | 
multitude was gathered together from all parts 

* This, and many more tumults and fedition.s, whieix 
arole at”the jewifh fellivais, ui jhfcpinis, illulhatc tiiat 
^cautious procedure of ilxc jewilh governors, vvlicn they 
laid, Malt. xxvi. 5. “ Let iis not take jefus on tire fealt- 


to that feaft, Cumanus was afraid Icll fomc at¬ 
tempt of innovation Ihould then he made by 
them ; fo he ordered that one regiment of the 
army fliould take their arms, and icaijd in the 
tcmple-cloillers, to reprefs any attcmpisvof in ¬ 
novation, if perchance any Inch Ihould* begin ; 
and this was no more than what tlie former 
procurators of Judea did at Inch fellivals. But 
on the fourth day of the fcall, a certain ftJtlicr 
let down his breeches, and cx'polcd his privy- 
mcml)cr,s to the niultituiie, whicli put thoic 
that i'aw him into a furious rage, and made 
them cry out, that this impious aOlloii was not 
(lone to reproach them, but God himfelf; nay, 
fomc of them reproached Cumanus, and pre¬ 
tended that the I'oldier was fet'on by him,, 
which when Cumanus heard, he wis allb him- 
felf not a little provoked at fucli reproaches 
' laid upon him ; yet did he exhort them to 
leave off fucli feditious attempts, and not to 
ralfe a tumuk at the feflival. JJut when he 
could not induce them to be <|uiet, for tlity 
ftill went on in their reproaches to him, he 
; gave order that the whole army lliould take 
; their eritlre armour, and coiiie to'Antonia, 
whiclx was a fortrds, as we have faid already, 
which overlooked the temple: hut when the 
j multiuule law the foldiers there, they were af¬ 
frighted at them, and ran away haftily ; hut 
as tlic pail'age.s ( ut were l>ut narrow, and as 
they thought their enemies lollowed them, 
they were crowded together in their fight, 
and a great niimlier w'erc prelldl to death in 
thole narrow pallages ; nor indeed was the 
number fewer that twenty tliouiand that per- 
illied in this tumult. So, iiillcad of a felUval, 
llrey had at kdl a mournful day of it; and 
they all of them forgot their prayers and faeri- 
ficcs, and betook themlclves to lamentation 
and weeping;, fo g,rcat an affliclion did the 
impudent obi'cenciicls of a Imgle I'oldier biing 
upon them.’* 

4. Now 

day, k'fl; there be an uproar among tlie people;” ns R,- 
laiul well obfcrx’cs ori t.'ii.s place. Jotcplius -iifo takes no¬ 
tice el' die futac thing, Of the War, b. 1. eh. iv. j j. 
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4. Novt’j before this their iirft raouming-wau 1 
over, another mifehief bcfcl them alfo ; for j 
> fome of thofe that raifed the foregoing tumult, I 
whfn they w|re travelling along the public | 
roasd, a^but aa hundred furlongs from the city, | 
robbed Stephanos, a fervant of Csefar, as he 
was journeying, and plundered him of all that 
•he had with him. Which things when Cu- 
manus heard of, he fent foldiers immediately, 
and ordered them to plunder the neighbouring 
villages, and to bring the moR eminent perfons 
among thena in bonds ta him. Now, as this 
devaftation was making, one of the foldiers 
feized tlio laws of Mofes, that lay in one of 
thofe villages, and brought them out before the 
eyes of all prefent, and tore them to pieces; 
and this was done with reproachful language, 
and much feurrility. Which things when the 
Jews heard of, they ran together, and that in 
great numbers, and came clown to Gcfarea, 
.where Cumanus then was, and befought him, 
that he would avenge, not themfelves, but God 
himfelf, whofe laws had been affronted ; for 
that they could not bear to live any longer, 
if the laws of their forefathers muft be affront¬ 
ed after this manner. Accordingly Cumanus, 
out of fear leR the multitude Riould go into a 
fedition, and by the advice of his friends alfo, 
took care that the I’oldicr, who had offered the 
affront to the laws, flioulcl be beheaded, and 
thereby put a Rop to the fedition which was 
ready to be kindled a fccond time. 


c II A r. VI. 


U'jtc there happened a parrel between the 
fews and the Samaritans, an^ how Claudius 
put on End to their Differences. 


'■N' 


0 W there arofe a quarrel between 
the Samaritans and the Jews, on the 
(pccafion following; it was the cuRom of the 
Galileans, when they came to the holy city at 


the feftivals, to take their journev 
country of the Samaritans * : 
there lay, in the road the^ ..l 

was called Ginea, tvhich ^ .a the 

limits of Samaria and the ^ ^.i.un, where 

certain perfons thereto belonging fought with 
the Galileans, and killed a great many of them. 
But, when the principal of the Galileans w c, c 
informed of what had been do le, tlicy came tu 
Cumanus, and defirecl him to avenge the mur¬ 
der of thofe that were killed; but he w..s in¬ 
duced by the Samaritans, wit^i money, to do 
nothing in the matter: upon which the Gali¬ 
leans were much difpleafed, and pcifuaded the 
multitude of the Jews to betake themfelves to 
arms, and to regain their liberty, faying, That 
“ Ravery was in itfelf a bitter thing ; hut that, 
when it was joined with direct injuries, it was 
perfectly intolerable.” And when their prin¬ 
cipal men endeavoured to pacify them, and 
promifed to endeavour to perfuadc Cumanus 
to avenge thofe that were killed, they would 
"not hearken to them, but took their weapons, 
and entreated the affiRance of Eleazar, the Ibii 
of Dineus, a robber, who had many years made 
his abode in the mountains, with which afliR- 
ance they plundered many villages of the Sa¬ 
maritans. When Cumanus heard of this ac¬ 
tion of theirs, he took the band of SebaRe, 
with four regiments of footmen, and armed the 
Samaritans, and marched out againR the Jews, 
and caught them, and flew many of them, and 
took a greater number of them alive: where¬ 
upon thofe that were the moft eminent perfons 
at Jerufalem, and that both in regard of the 
refpciR; that was paid them, and the families 
they were of, as foon as they faw to what an 
height things were gone, put on fackcloth, and 
heaped alhes upon their heads, and by all pof- 
fible means befought the feditious, and perfuad- 
ed them, that they would fet before their eyes 
the utter fubvqrfion f of their country, the 

con- 


• Thip coij/bint paff.tgc of the Calikaaa tlrrough the j 
country of Sranaria, a.s they wentto Jndca and jerufa- ' 
lem, j’luflratcs fcvewl paffages in the gaijpels to the fame ,| 
putpof.% as Dr Hud&n rightly obferres. Sec Lake -xvii^l 


r. John iv. 4. See alfo Jofephus in his own Life, j 52. 
where that journey is determined to three days. • 

Our Saviour had foretold, that the Jews rejection of 

his 
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. r\*^r}?!';ratuin of their temple, and tlic Havery j' 
of I hc!ir.'V;^.'r>eP, their wives and cliildrcn, ^v•hicll 
v, ( '.hi l)e thje cordcquences of wliat tliev were ■ 
doin;;-, and would alter their minds, wn.uld cail 
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nns liad taken captives. From 
u'i.'.u fu a cct!;;in vil!,!f,>,c calhd J v 
u’.'.s ntit lets than a eit'v in hiraene! 
he.,rd the hrmia.ritau (.aiiica leo.;,d 


6 ()^ 

\'1iAh:c he 
'.hh, whi -.h 

<imi ilicrc 
iin? hcl'-'.rc 


away their weanojis, and for tlic future he 

J A 

nuiet, and return to their own homes. T hcfe 
jjcifuaiinns of.theirs prevailed upon them. So 
the jtcojde difperfed thcinlelvcs, and the rub¬ 
bers went away again to their places of llrength; 
and after this time all Judea was over-run with 
robiterics. \ 

2. Bu t the principal men of the Samaritans 
went to Ummidius Quatlratus, the prelideut 


It.buna!, aitd t'lierc learned ircmi a'certain 
■Jarn tritan, that one of the chief of the lews, 
■vhrde name was Dnrtus^ and tciir.e otlicv inno- 
/aturs with him, fotir in nuuther, periuaded 
i llie rntrluiude to a revolt from tlie Remans; 

: whom (.hpulraius (udered to he ]nit to elcath : 

1 but hill lie lent away Aminias the high jnded, 
I and Ananus the cmninander of [the tempdej iir 
I bonds to Rome, to give an account of what Ire 


of Syria, who at that time was at Tyre; and 
accuied the jews of fetting tlicir villages on 
flic, and plundering them ; and faid withal, 
'fhat they were not fo much dilpleafed at 
what they had fuffered, as they were at the con¬ 
tempt thereby ftaevved the Romans'; while, if 
tlicy had received any injury, they ought to 
have made them the judges of what had been 
done, and not prcfcntly to make fuch devalla- 
lion, as if they had not the Romans for their 
governors; on which account they came to 
him, in order to obtain that vengeance they 
wanted.” Tliis was the accufation which the 
Samaritans brought againll the J[ews. But the 
jews aflirined, that the Samaritans were the 
authors of this tumult and fighting, and that, 
in the firll place, Cumamis had been corrupted 
by their gifts, and had pafled over the murder 
of thofe that were* (lain, in lilence. Which al¬ 
legations when C^adratus heard, he put off 
the hearing of the caufc, and promifed, that he 
would give fentence when he fliould come into 
Judea, and Ihould have a more exaa know¬ 
ledge of the truth of that matter. So thcfe 
men went away without fuccefs. Yet was it 
not long ere Quadratus came into Samaria, 
where, upon hearing the caufc, he fuppofed, 
that the Samaritans were the authors of that 
difturbance. But, when he \vas informed that 
certain of the Jews were making innovations, 

he ordered thofe to be crucified whom Cuma- 

• 

Vis gofpel would bring upon them, among othcr'mileric*, 

. thefc three, which themfelvcs here Itiew, tlicy cxpccflcd, 
would be the confcqucnces of their prefent tumults'and fc- 


J had done to Cdauclius Ckelar. lie alio ordered 
I the piincip.il men both of the *Samaritans .and 
j of the jews, as nlfo Cumanus tlie procurator, 
j and Celcr the tribune, to go to Italy to the 
I emperor, that he might hear their caufc, and 
determine their differences one with another* 
But h e came again to the city of Jcrulalcm, 
out of his fear that the multitude of the Jews 
fhoukl attempt home innovations ; hut he found 
the city in a peaceable ftatc, and celebrati-ng 
one of the ufual fcflivals of their country to 
God. So he believed that they would not at¬ 
tempt any innovations, and Iclt them at the 
celebration of the fellival, and returned to An¬ 
tioch. 

3. Now Cumanus, and the principal of the 
Samaritans, ^dio .’^,ere fent to Rome, had a day 
appointed them by the emperor, whereon thev 
were to have pleaded tticir caufe about the 
quarrels they hati one with another. But now 
Cielar’s frecd-mcn, and his friends, were very 
zealous on the behalf of Cumanus atid the Sa¬ 
maritans; and they had prevailed over the 
Jews, nnlefs Agrippa junior, who was tlien at 
Rome, had feen the principal of the Jews hard 
fet, and had earnelBy entreated Agrijipina, the 
emperor's wife, to perfuade. her hufband to 
hear the caufe, fo as was agreeable to his juR 
tice, and to condemn thofe to be puniflied who 
were really the authors of this revolt from the 

jloman 

ditions; and the utter fubvcrllon of their country, the con¬ 
flagration of their temple, and the flavery of thcmfclve&, 
their wives, and children- See Luke \xi. 6,—24. 

SO 
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Roman government. Whereupon Claudius j 
was fo well clifpofed before-hand, that when he 
had heard'the caufe,, and found that the Sama- j, 
Titans iiad been the ringleaders in thofe mif-jj 
chievoi^s doings, he gave* order, that thofe ' 
who came up to him fhouW be flain, and that 
Cumanus fliould he baniftied. He alfo gave 
order, that Color the tribune Ihould be carried j 
back to Jcrufalem, and fliould be drawn through 
the city in the fight of all the people, and then 
fhould he flain. 

c H A p. vir. 

i'clfx is made Procurator of Judea; as alfo con- 
corning ylgrippa junior^ and his Si/iers. 

§ t.OO Claudius fent Felix, the brother of 
P;alians, to take care of the affairs of 
Jud^a ; and, when he had already completed 
the twelfth year of his reign, he beftowed up¬ 
on Agrippa the tetrarchy of Philip, and Bata- 
nea^ and added thereto Trachonitis, with AhiU,, 
which lad; had been tiie tctrachy of Lyfanias; 
but he, toedt from, him Chalcis, when he had ! 
been .governor thereof four years. And when 
Agrippa had received thefe countries as the I 
gift of Ctefar, he gave his lifter Drufilla in mar- ' 
rtage to Anizus, king of F.u|£la,^ion his con- ' 

fent tQ-be circumcifed ; for aTpijTfflmeSi^ the fon 

• * 

* This Simon, a frierii of Felix, a Jew, born in Cy- 

{ irus, though he pretended to be a magician, and feems to i 
lavc been wicked enough, could liardly be that famous } 
Simon, the magician, in tiie Aris of the ApolUes, vtii. 9. j 
as lomc arc ready to fuppofe. This Simon, men- | 
tioned in the AtTfs, was not properly a Jew, but a Samari- , 
Ian, of th.c town of Gittrc, in the country of Samaria, as 1 
the Apoft. Con. VI. y. the Recognitions of CJeinent, II. 6. ^ 
and JuIUn Martyr himfelf, born in the country of Sama¬ 
ria, Apology, 1 . 34. inform us. He was alfo the author, 
not of any ancient Jewiih, but of the full Gentile herefiesy 
as the forcmcntioried authors affure us. So I fuppofe him 
a (liflerent perfon from the other. 1 mean this only upon 
the hypothehs, tliat jolcphus was ti®t niihiiformcd as to 
his being a Cypriot jew v for otherwife, the time, the 
name, t^le profelfion, and the wickednefs of them both, 
would ilromrly.indmc one to believe them the very fame. 
As to that I)ruflla, the filler of Agrippa junior, as jofe- 
phliB informs us here, and a Jewels, as St Luke informs 


of king Antlochus, had refiifcd to marry li> , 
bccaufe, after he had promifed her ’.cr lor- 
mcrly to come over to the jewifh ccligion, he 
would not now perform that promife. He 
alfo gave Mariamne in marriage to Archelaus, 
the fon of Helcias, to whom ftie had been be¬ 
trothed formerly by Agrippa her father; from 
which marriage was derived a daughter, whole 
name was Bernice. 

2. But for the marriage of Druftlla with 
Azizus, it was in no long tiiTjj afterward dif- 
folved, upon the following occafion : While 
Felix was procurator of Judea, he faw this 
Drufilla, and fell in love with her ; for flic 
did indeed exceed all other women in beaury; 
and he fent to her a perfon whofe name was 
Bimonf one of his friends; a Jew he was, 
and by birth a Cypriot, and one who pretended 
to be a magician, and endeavoured to perfuade 
her to forl'akc her prefent hufliand, and marry 
him; and promifed, that, if flie would not 
refufe him, he would make her a happy wo¬ 
man. Accordingly Ihe a£ted ill, and bccaufe 
{he was deftrous to avoid her fifter Bernice’s 
envy, for {he was very ill-trcatcd by her on 
account of her beauty, was prevailed upon to 
tranfgrefs the laws of her forefathers, and to 
marry Ffelix,; and, whbn he had had a fon by 
her, he named him Agrippa. But after what 
manner that young man, wdth his wife, perifli- 

ed 

us, AAs xniv. 24. whom this Srtnon, mentioned by Jofe- 
phus, perfuaded to leave her former hulbancl, Azi'/us, 
king of Emcfa, a profelyte of julHce, and to marry Fe¬ 
lix, the heathen procurator of Judea, Tacjtus, Hilt. V. y. 
fuppofes her to be an heathen, and the gr.ind-daughter of 
Antouius and Cleopatra, contrary both to tit Take and 
Jofephus. Now Tacitus lived fomewhat too remote both 
as to time and place, to be compared with cither of thofe 
jewilh wiiters, in a matter concerning tlie Jews in Judea 
in their own days, and concaerning a fifter of Agrippa junior, 
with which Agrippa Jofephus was himfelf fo w'cll ac¬ 
quainted. It is probable, that Tacitus may fay true, when 
he informs u.s, that this Felix (\yho had in all three wiv-.s, 
or queens, as Suetonius in Claud. $ 28. aflurts us) did 
once marry fuch a grand-child of Antonius afid Cltop,i- 
tra ; and, finding the name of one of tliem to have been 
he millook.hcT for that other wife, whole uam^ 
die did not know'.. 
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the conflagration * of the mountain Ve- [ 
liiVius'in.-thc clays of Titus Caefar, lliall be re- ; 
lated hereafter. f i 

3. But as for Bernice, flie lived a widc5v/ ' 
a long while after .the death of Herod [king of ^ 
.Chalcis] who, was both her liulhand and her ’ 
TTncle; but, when the report went that flie had 
criminal converfatioa with her brother [Agrip- 
]-)a junior] Ihc perfuaded Polesno, who was ! 
king of Cilicia, to be circumcifed, and to mar- 1; 
ry her, as luj^ofmg, that by this means fhe r 
fhould prove thofe calumnies upon her to be | 
fldfc; and Polemo was prevailed upon, and 
that chicRy on account of her riches. Yet did 
not this matrimony endure long ; but Bernice 
left Polemo, and, as was faid, witli impure in¬ 
tentions. So he forfook at once this matrimo¬ 
ny, and the Jewilh religion ; and at the fame 
time Mariamne put away Archclaus, and was , 
married to Demetrius, tlie principal man a- 
mong the Alexandrian jews both for his fami- , 
ly and his- wealth; anti indeed he was then 
their alabarch.i So Ihe named her fon, whom , 
fhe had by him-, Agrippinus. But of all thefc 
particulars we fhall hereafter treat more c.v- 
addly.]. i 

I 

CHAP. VIII. I 

i 

After nvbat Manner^ upon the Death of Clau-^ 
dius^ Nero fucccedcd in the Government; as 
aljo what barbarous Things he did. Concern- | 
ing the Robber^., Murderers., and Jmpeforsy > 
that arofe., while FcUk find Fefiif were Pro¬ 
curators- of fudea. 

§ ClW Claudius C^far died when he 

had .reigned thirteen years, eight 
months, and twenty days ; § and a report went 
about, that he was poifoned by his wife Agrip- 

This eruption ofVefuviuS was one of the greated 
•wc have in hiltory. See Bianchini’s curious and impor¬ 
tant oblcrvations on this Vefuviits, and its feven fevcral 
great eruptions, with their remains vitrifkd, and flill ex- 
iftingj jn fo many different ^nUa underground, till the 
^diggers came to the^ntediluvjan waters, with their pro-- 
portionable interiliccs, implying the deluge to Ij.nc been 
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pina. Her father was Gennanicus, the hrn- 
tluu- of Csefar. Her hulband was Domitius 
il'.nobarbus, one ol the moll illullriaus perfonr- 
th.it was in the city of Rome ; after whofc 
death, and her own long continuance irt widow¬ 
hood, Claudius took her to wife. She brought 
along with her a fon, Domitius, of the fiuie 
name with his father. Pie had before this flaiu 
[ his wile Mellalina our of jealuuly, by whom he 
had had his children Britannicus and Odtavia 
j their cldcll fiFler was Antonia, whom he had 
f by Pelina, his firR wile. Pic alfo married Oc- 
tavia to Nero ; lor that was the name that Cx- 
far .gave him afterward, upon his adopting him 
for his fon. 

I 2. But now Agrippina was afraid, left, 
i when Britannicus Ihould come to man’s eftate, 
he flrould fucceed his father in the government, 

I and defired to feizc upon the principality bc- 
j fore-hand for her own fon [Ncroj; upon which 
the report went, that Ihe thence compafled the 
! death of Claudius. Accordingly flic lent Bur¬ 
rhus, the general of the army, immediately, 
and with him the tribunes, and fuch alfo of the 
freed-iiien as were of the greateft authority, to 
bring Nero away, into the camp, and to iHulC 
him emperor. And, when Nero had thus ob¬ 
tained the government, he got Britannicu,? to 
he fo poifoned, that the multitude Ihould not 
perceive it^^itl^^gh he publicly put his own 
mother to^eatlinot long afterward ; making 
I her this requital, not only for being born of 
I her, but for bringing it lb aI)out by her contri- 
j Vances, that he obtained the Roman empire. , 
j He alfo flew Otlavia, his own wife, and many 
other illullrious perlbns, under this pretence, 

I that they plotted againll him. 

! 3. But I omit any farther difeourfe about 

' theib affairs; for there have been a great many 

who 

above 2500 years before thd Chrillian sera, according to 
our exafteft chronology. 

f This is now wanting. This alfo is How wanting. 

§ This duration of the rc'gii of Cl.imdiiii ajjrecs with 
Dio, as Dr. fludfon here rcm-rlcs } ns he alio remarkb, . 
that Nero’s name, which was at firft L. Domitius Alssf- 
bnrhuSf after Clatulius had adopted h>ns, was Rfro 

dw Cajar. Dru/us Genmmeus^ 

• % 
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who liovj cornpofcd the lilflory of Nero ; fofne 
of whioh have departed from the truth of fads 
out oi iavour, as having received benefits from 
lilm ; while others, out of hatred to liim, and 
the great ill-will wliich they bare liim, have fo 
iinp-udsutly raved againrt liim with their lies, 
that tlicy juffly deferve >to be condemned. Nor 
do 1 wonder at Inch as have told lies of Nero, 
fnice they have not in their writings preferved 
the trutli of hiltory as to thole fads tliat were 
earlier than this time, even when the adors 
could have no way Incurred their hatred, fmee 
thofc writers lived a long time after them. But, 
as to thefe that have no regard to truth, tliey 
may wndte as they pleafe ; for in that they take 
delight: but as to ouriclves, who have made 
truth our dived aim, we fhall briefly touch 
vipon what only belongs remotely to this un¬ 
dertaking, but fhall relate what hath happened 
to us Jews with great accuracy, and fliall not 
grudge our pains in giving an account both of 
the calamities wm have rnffered, and of the 
crimes we have been guilty of. I w'ill now 
therefore return to the relation of our own af¬ 
fairs. 

4. For In the firfl year of the reign of Nero, 
upon the death of Azizns, king of Kmefa, Soe- 
mus his brother I’uccccded in hi.s kingdom, 
and Arillobulus, the fon of Herod, king of 
C!\alcls, was Intruflcd by Nero with the go¬ 
vernment of the Lefler Ariffeniinr Cx'far alfo 
beftowed upon Agrippa a certain part of Gali¬ 
lee, Tiberias, J and Tariclicrc, and ordered 
them to fubrait to his jurifdidion. He gave 
him alfo Julias, a city of Perea, with fourteen 
villages tl\at lay,about it. 

Now, as for the affairs of the Jews, they 
grew ^vorfe and w'ovfe continually ; for the 
country was again filled with rohberties, and 
impofters who deluded the multitude. Yet 

* Thi;-. Soemus is ellewherc mentioned [by Jofephus in 
his own J.itc, ^ 11. .is alfo] by Dio Catlius and Tacitps, 
as Dr Iliullon informs us. 

f 'J'liis agrees with J tfeplnis’s fretpent accounts elfe- 
wIrvc in his own Life, tliatTiberias, and Tarichcae, and 
(Onial.i, were under this Agrippa junior, till Juftus, the 
*r>n < f Pillus, feized upon them for the Jews upon the 
breaking out of the war. , 
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did Felix catch and put to death many 
thofe impoflors every tlay, together ’.vith the 
robbers. He alio caught Eleazar, the Ibu of 
; Dineas, wlio had gotten together a company 
[ of robbers j and tbis he did by trcaclicry ; foi 
; he gave him affuranee, that he Ikould fuffti,- 
no harm, and thereby perfuaded him to comi: 
to him ; but, when he came, he hound him, 

I and lent him.to Rome. Felix alfo bore an ill- 
I will to Jonathan the high-priell, bccaufe he 
i frequently gave liim admonitions about go- 
i verning the jewilli afiairs better than he did, 

; lell he fhould hiinlelf have complaints made of 
; him by the multitude, fincc he it was who had 
! delired (kefar to lend him as procurator of [u- 
' dca. So Felix contrived a method wlicrch)- 
I he might get rid of him, now he was become 
fo continually trouhlefome to him ; for luch 
continual admonitions are grievous to tliofe 
who are diipofcd to aift unjultly. Wherefore 
Felix perfuaded one of Jonathan’s moil faitliful 
friends, a citizen of Jerufalcm, whole name 
was Doras, to bring the rolrbers upon Jonathan, 
in order to kill him ; and this lie did by pro- 
mifmg to give him a great deal of money for 
fo doing. Doras complied with the propofal, 
and contrived matters fo, that the robbers 
might murder him after the following manner : 
Certain of thofe robbers went up to the city, 
as if they were going to worfhip God, while 
they had daggers under their garments, and, 
by thus mingling thcmfelves among the multi¬ 
tude, they flew Jonathan and, as this murder 
was never avenged, the robbers went up with 
the greatefl fecurity at the feflivals after this 
time; and having weapons concealed in like 
j manner as before, and mingling themfelvcs a- 
j mong the multitude, they flew certain of their 
I own enemies, and were fubferrient to other 

men 

I This treacherous and barbarous murder of the good 
■high prieft Jonathan, by the contrivance of this rvicked 
procurator Felix, was the immediate occafion^of the en- 
(.filing murders by the Sicarii or ruffians, and one great 
caufe of the following horrid cruelties and niiferies of the 
Jcwifli nation, as Jofephus here fuppofes ; whole excel-/ 
lent refleAion on the grofs wickednefs of that nation, as 

the 




Chap. \ i, ; ^ ‘ ; 

for nK)nt'y, uoci ilew others not oulv in ' 
leinotc pa*ts of the city, h it in the temple it- j 
ic!f alio; for they had the boldncfs to murder j 
men there, without thinking of the impiety of j 
. which they were .guilty. And this feeras to i 
me to have been the reafon why God, out of 
- 4 u,s hatred of thefe mens wickednefs, rejected 
oar City; and as for the temple, lie no longer 
citceined it fufiiciently pure for him to inhabit 
therein, but brought the Romans upon us, and ! 
threw a lire bpon the city to purge it, and { 
brought upon us, our wives, and children, i 
llavcrv, as delirous to make us wdfer by our I 
calamities. j 

(). I'fiKsi-: -works, tliat were done by the ij 
robbers, lilled the city with all forts of impiety, j: 
And now tliele * impoftors and deceivers per- j! 
idafijd the multitude to follow tliem into the 
wih’cnicfs, and pretended that tlicy w'oiild cx- 
liiiiit m.uilfeil wonders and ligns, th;it Ihould 
he performed by the providence of Cfocl. And 
many that were prevailed on by them fuf- 
fered the punilhments of their folly ; for Felix j 
brought them back, and then punifhed them, j 
Moreover, there came out of F.gyptf about j 
this time, to Jerufalcm, one that fud he was j 
a prophet, and advifed the multitude of the | 
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V roma people-to go along w'Uh him to the 
Mvumi: of Olives, as it was called, which lay¬ 
over againft the city, and at the (lifpuicc oi 
five furlongs, Me fild farther, tb it ’u; would 
Hrew' them from hence, howg at hi;, command, 
tlie walls of Jeruialcnv would fall down ; and 
he promifed them, that lie would [irocurc them 
an entrance into tlic city through thoic walls, 
when they were fallen down. Nowg when 
Felix was informed of thefc tilings, he ordered 
his Idldiers to take their weapons, and came 
againfl them, with a great number of horfe- 
men and footmen, from Jcrufalem, and at¬ 
tacked the Flgvptian, and the people that wore 
with him. Fie aiib flew' four hundred of tliein, 
and took two hundred aliA c. But the F.gypti- 
an liimfc'lt efcajied out of the fight, Init did suit 
appear any more. And again the robbers 
flirred up the people to make ^var with Uie 
Romans, and faid, the-y oug.bt not to obey 
tliem at all; and, when any' perfons would 
not comply witli them, they fat lire to their 
t'iilages, and plundered them. 

7. Akd now it was that a great fediilon a- 
rofe hctw'een the jev.'s that inhabited Ctefiirea, 
and the Syrians who dwelt there tilfo, concern¬ 
ing 


tlic ilireA caufe of their terrible cleflruAion, is well wor¬ 
thy the attention of every Jcwlfli, and of every Chriftiaii 
reader. And, (ince we are foon coming to the catalogue 
of the Jewifli high priefts, it may not be amifs, with Ke- 
land, to infert this Jonathan among them, and to trauf- 
crihe his particular catalogue of the lafl fweuty-eight high 
prlcils, taken out of Jofephus, and begin with Anancius, 


who was made by Herod the Great.- .Sec Anp^ fJ; XV. 
chap. ii. ^ 4. and the note there, .j-.-:-- 

1. Ananelus. 10. Ifmael, the. fon of 


2. Ariftobulus. 

3. Jcfus,the fon of Fabus. 

4. Simon, the fon of lio- 
rthus. 

5. Matthias, the fon of 
Thcophilus. 

6 . Joazar, the fon of Bo- 
cthiis. 

7. Elcazar, the fon of Bo- 

cthus. 

8. Jefns, the fon of Sic. 

9. [Annas, or'j Ananas, 

of Seth. 


F.ibus. 

■II. Eleazar, the fon of 
Ananus. 

12. Simon, the fon of 
Camiihus, 

13. Jofephus Caiaphas, 
the fon-in-law to Ananus. 

14. Jonathan, the fon of 
Ananus. 

15. Thcopliilus, his bro¬ 
ther, and fon df Ananus. 

16. Simon, t!ic fon of Bo- 
ethus 


; 17. Mattliias, the brother 

I of Jonathan, and fon of A- 
1 nanus. ^ 

' 18. Aijoncus. 

19. Jofephus, the fon of 
I Camydus. 

20. Ananias, the fon of 
Ncbcdeiis. 

21. Jonathas. 

22. Il'mael, the fon of 

||,y,bi. 


23. Jofcpli Cabijthc fon 
of Simoti. 

24- Ananus, the fon of 
Ananu.s. 

2;. jefus, the fon of 
Damucus. 

26. Jefus, the 4 .)n of Ga¬ 
maliel. 

27. Matthias, i!:c fon of 
Thcophilus. 

28. I*hanrii.v8, the fon o: 
.SrnnueJ. 


As for Ananus, and jofeph CaiaphaG, here mentioned 
about the middle of this catalogue, they are no other 
than thefe Annas and Caiaphas, fu often !n<'ntioni*d in 
tlie four gofpds •, and that Ananias, the fon of Nehcdc- 
us, was that high prieft before whom St. I’aul pleaded 
his own caufc, AAs nxie. 

* Gf tbefe Jewilh iropoBors and falfe prophet.s, u-ith 
many other circumftanccs and miferica of the Jcv.;s, till 
their utter deflrudtion, foretold by our Saviour, fee Lit. 
Accompl. of Proph- p. 58,-7!;. 

f Of this Egyptian impollor, and the number of lii< 
followers in Jofcplius, fee Arts xxi. 3!!. 

' Q P 



Book X >' . 


ANTI Q^U I T I E S 

ing their eqtul right to the privileges belong- | 
ing to ciii/.cus; for the Jews claimed the pre¬ 
eminence,''hccaufc Herod their king was the 
builder of Cmfirea, and bccaufe he was by j 
birth a Jew. Now the Syrians did not deny i 
what was al'edged about Herod ; hut they faid, i 
that Cxfarca wa;i- formerly called Strata's | 
Tower, and that then there was not one Jew- : 
ilh inhaldtant. When the pvefulents of that 
country heard of thefc diforders, they caught 
the authors of them on both fidcs, and tor¬ 
mented them with llrlpes, and by that means 
put a Hop to tlic difturbance for a time. But 
the Jewilh citizens, depending on their w'calth, 
and on that account dcl'pifing the Syrians, re¬ 
proached them again, and hoped to provoke 
them by fuch reproaches. However, the Sy¬ 
rians, though they were inferior in wealth, 
ycl; valuing themfelves liighly on this account, 
that the greateft part of Roman fokliers that 
were there were either of Cmfarea or Scbafle ; 
they alfo for fame time ufed reproachful lan¬ 
guage to the Jews alfo; and thus it was, till at 
length they came to thrownng Hones at one an¬ 
other, and fcvcral were w'ounded, and fell on 
both Hdcs, though Hill the jews were the con- 
(pierors. But when FcHk faw that this quarrel 
was become a kind of war, he came upon them 
on the fudden, and clcfired the Jews to dcfift; 
and, when they refufed fo to do, he armed his 
loldiers, and fent them out upon them, and 
Hew many of them, and took more of them 
alive, and permitted his fokliers to plunder 
lomc of the houfes of tke citizens, which were 
HHl of riches. Now thofe Jews that were 
/nore moderate, and of principal dignity among 
them, were afraid of themfelves, anddehred of 
Felix, that he would found a retreat to his 
fokliers, and I'pare them for the future, and 
allbrd them room for repentance for what they 
had done; and Felix was prevailed upon to 
do fo. 

8. About this time klrtg Agrippa gave the 
high priefthood to Ifaiael, who was tire fbn of 

* The'wif kcdncfs here was very peculiar and extraor¬ 
dinary, that tliebigh prieftsfliouldfoopprefs theirbretlircn . 
tin- priclls, as to ftarve the pooreft of thenvto death. Sec 
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: Fahi. And now^ arofe a feditien between ti 
! high priefts and the principal men of the rnul 
titude of Jerufaiem ; each of which got them 
' a company of the boldelt fort of men, and t i 
i thofe that loved innovations, about them, ainl 
j became leaders to them ; and, wdien they flrug- 
i glcd together, they did it by caHing reproachiu! 
j words againft one another, and by throwing 
Hones allb. And there was nobody to rcpro\ c 
them; but thefc diforders W'ere done after a li¬ 
centious manner in the city, as if it had no go¬ 
vernment over it. And fuch was the impu¬ 
dence * and hoklnefs that had I'cized on the high 
prieHs, that they had the hardinefs to fend their 
fervants into the threfliing-floors, to take away 
thofe tithes that were due to the priefts ; iuk;- 
much, that it fo fell out, that the poorer fort of 
the priefts died for want. To this degree did 
the violence of the feditious prevail over all 
right and juHice !' 

9. Now, when Porcius Fcftus was fent as fi.'c- 
ceftbr to Felix by Nero, the principirl of tlic 
Jewith inhabitants of Ccefarea went up to Rome 
to accufe Felix ; and he had certainly been 
brought to punifliment, unlefs Nero had yield¬ 
ed to the importunate felicitations of his bro¬ 
ther Pallas, who was at that time had in the 
greateft honour by him. Two of the principal 
Syrians in Caefarea perfuaded Burrhus, who 
was Nero’s Tutor, and feeretary for his (ftreek 
epiftles, by giving him a great fum of money, 
to difinnul that equality of the Jewifli privi¬ 
leges of citizens which they hitherto enjoyed. 
So Burrhus, by his folicitatlons, obtained leave 
of the emperor, that an epiftle fliould be writ¬ 
ten to that purpofe. This epiftle became the 
occafion of the following miferies that befd 
our nation ; for, when the Jews of Csfarea 
wd's informed of the contents of this epiftle to^ 
the Syrians, they were more diforderly than 
before, till a war was kindled. 

10. Upon Feftus’s coming into Judea, it 
happened tliat Judea was afflided by the rob- 

. bcis, 

the like prefently, cliap. ix. J 2. Such fatal crimes are 
covctoufiiefs ami tyranny in the ciegry, a* well as in ihc 
laity, in all ages! 
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wliiic ,\11 tlic vi!I:iges were let on lire, .'inci 
]«IuiKlercd li)' them. And ilien it was that the 
iSicarii, as they were called, who were robbers, 
j;iew nuincroiis. Tliey made ule of linall 
fwords, not much din'erent in length from the 
Perliaa acin.icis^ but fonievvlMt crooked, and 
-Wee the Roman fira' [or iicklcs] as they were 
called ; and from thole weapons thefe robbers 
g(U their denomination ; and Mfitli thofe veea- 
pons tliey llcw a great many; for they mingled 
themfclves amsng the multitude at tlieir felli- 
vals, when they were come up in crowds from 
all parts to the city to wordiip God, as we faid 
irefore, and ealily flew thole that they had a 
mind to Hay. They alio came frequently upon 
tlic villages belonging to llieir enemies, with 
their wcajions, and plundered them, and fjt 
'.hc'in on lire. So I'cllus lent forces, both horfe- 
r.ien a:ul footmen, to liili upon thole that liad 
i>ecn feduced by a cert lin impoflor, who pro- 
rijifed them deliverance and freedom from the 
miferics they were under, if they would but 
follow him as far as the wilderncE. Accor¬ 
dingly thofe forces that were lent, deftroyed 
both him that had deluded them, and thofe ' 
tliat were his followers alfo. 

It. About the fame time king Agrippa i 
built himfclf a very large dining-room in the i 
royal palace at Jerufalem, near to the portico. | 
Now this palace had been created of old by 
the children of Afaraoneus, and was fituated 
upon an elevation, and afforded a moft. delight¬ 
ful prolpedb to thole that had a mincl to take a 
view of the city, which profpeft was delired 
by the king; and there he could lie down, and 
eat, and thence obferve what was done in the 
temple : which thing, when the chief men of 
jerufalem faw,they were very much difplcafcd at ■ 
it; for it was not agreeable to the iallitutions | 
of our country or law, that what was done in 
the temple Ihould be viewed by others; efpecully 
what belonged to the liicrilrces. They thcre- 

* We have here one eminent example of Nero’s m;ld- 
nefs ami gooilncb in hn government towards the Jews, 
(Inring rfie firft five yc.irs of Ida reign, f) famous, in an- 
>muity j we li.ive pciliaps .tnother in Jofcjihns’s own Lttc, 
Tm. and a third, though of a very dilfeicrtt nature'heri, 


lore erceled a wall ujxm the upperm<>n build¬ 
ing, which belonged to the iniur-eouit of tii'' 
temple, towards the weit ; which wgl), when 
it was built,_ did not only intercept tha pnd- 
jictt of the dining-room in the paiace, but idle 
of the weflern cloillers that helongCvl to tin' 
j outer-court of the temple alfo, w here it v. a ■ 

I that the Romans kept guards for the temjile at 
, the fcflivals. At thcle doings, lioth king Agrip- 
pa, and principally Fertus tb.e procurator, were 
much difpleafed ; and Feftus ordered them to 
])ull the wall down again: but the jews peti- 
j tloned him to give them leave to fend an am- 
j baflage about this matter to Nero ; for they 
! faid, they could not endure to live, if any part 
’ of tlic temple Ibould be demoiilbed ; and when 
; Eeflus had given them leave fo to do, they feut 
ten of their principal men to Nero, as alfo If- 
mael the liigh priefl, and Hclcias, the kecq^er 
of the facred treafure. And wlicn Nero Jiad 
heard what they had to fay, he not only for¬ 
gave''' them what they had already done, but, 
alfo gave them leave to let the wall they had 
bulk lland. This wvas granted them in order, 
to gratify Poppea, Nero’s wife, who was a re¬ 
ligious woman, and had requcllcd thefe favours 
of Nero, and w'ho gave order to the ten ambal- 
fadors to go their way home ; but relained 
Helclas and Ilinaci as hollagcs with herfclf. 
As foon as the king heard this news, he gave 
tiic high jincltuood to jofcjih, who w'as called 
Caln^ llie ion of Simon, formerly high priefl. 

C FI A P. IX. 

Concerning Albinas^ under nvhofe Procurator- 
Jhip yames was Jlaiti ; as aijo nvl/at Edifices 
“Were built by Agrippa. 

§ I, A ND now Cltrfar, upon hearing the- 
y~ \ i death of Feftus, lent Aihinus into 

Judea, 

in J 9. juft before. Ilo-wcver, both tli' fc gcncrouf, oi 
kitidilels -were obtained of Nero by hu, (|uecn .roppra, 
who was a religious lady, and perhaps privately a p-willi 
profelyte, and fo were nat owing entirciy to Nero’s own 
goodtiefs. 
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Juilca, aS procurator. But the king deprived 
jofej)!! of tile higii prlefthood, and bedewed} 
the luccefFion to that dignity ou the foti of A- 
iianua,'who was alfo hiinfelf called Jlnattus. 
Now the report goes, that this ekhtl /\nanus 
proved a moll fortunate man ; for he had five : 
fons, who had all performed the office of an ^ 
high pried to God, and who had himfelf en- ' 
ioyed that dignity a long time formerly, which i 
had never happened to any other of our high 
priefts. But this younger Ananus, who, as we i 
have told yon already, took the high pried- ! 
hood, was a bold man in his temper, and very | 
infolent; lie was alfo of the fcA of the Saddu- | 
c.eg* w’ho are very rigid in judging oflenders, ' 
above all the rofl of the jews, as we have al- ‘ 
ready obferved ; when, therefore, Ananus was 
of this difpolition, he thought he liad now a 
proper opportunity [to cxercifc his authority.] 
FeftuB was now dead, and /Ylbinus was but 
upon the road ; fo he airemblcd the fanhedrim 
of judges, and brought before them the bro¬ 
ther of Jefus, who was called Chr’iJ}^ whofe 
name was jarncs^ and fomc others [or, fomc , 
of his companions.] And when he had form- , 
ed an accufation againft them as breakers of 
the law, he delivered them to be floncd : but i 
as for thofe who fccincd the moll equitable of | 
the citlv.cns, aixd Inch as wx-re the moll uneafy 
at the breach of the laws, they dilliked what 
was done ; they alfo fent to the king [Agrip- 
pa] defiring him to fend to Ananus, tluit he 
Ihould act I’o no more j for that what Ifb had j 

“ Ii lionc(> cvukmh'.ippcars, tliat Sailiiuc.vs be I 

lii"li piiells in the (lays ol'lofcplui;, ami tii;it thcle S.nl- j 
liiicws wen- ui'nally very llnerr ami inexorable ju-,l;j;cs, [ 
while the Pharifccs wcu- nmch milder and more inereiful, , 
as appears by Relaud’s inllances in lilt; note oti this place, 
anil on lofcphits's Life, ') and thofe taken from tJie 
New 'rcUamrnt, from Jofeplnis Iiimfelf, and from the 
Rabbtasi nor do we meet with any Sadducees later chan 
diis hipii prieft in all jofephns. 

f (jf this condemnation of James the Jull, and its cauf- 
es, as alfo that he did not die till long .afterwards, fee 
p/ir.'. Chrill. Revived, Vol. t]I. chap. xliii„™xlvi. The 
f'nl.cdvim condein^cd onr Saviour, but could not put him 
ui dc.'.dt n ithotu tbe-'iipprobalion of the Roman procura- 
icr: lu.r (ou!d thercfoce a\nanu» and his fanhedtim ido 
■ iorc lo re, il.icc they never bad AlbiaucL approbation for | 
<!i'' pnt.iiij this James to deatln ■ 
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; alre.ady done, was not to be juRificd : i' nay, 
}j forne of them vi'cnt alfo to meet Alitini;?;, as 
he was upon his journey from Alcx tiulria, 
and informed him, that it was not lawful fin- 
Ananus to allemhlc a fanhedrim wiilu u( lii ; 
confent. Whereupon Albinas complied witii 
what they faid, and wrote in anger to Artanu-,, 
and threatened, that he avould bring him to 
punifliment for what lie had done •, on vvhicJi 
account king Agrippa took the higli priellhood 
from him, vvhen he had ruled hut three moi'.ths, 
and made Jefus, the fon of Damneus, higii 
priefl. 

2. Now as foon as Alhimis was conic to the 
city of Jerufalcm, he iifcd all his endeavour:, 
and care tliat the country inlgiit he kepi: in 
peace, and this by dellroying rnanv of the Si- 
earii. But as for the high priell, Au:uii:is j, 
he increased in glory every day, and this to a 
great dw,. ;ee, and had obtained the favour ami 
elleem of the citizens in a lignal manner ; lor 
he was a great hoarder uji of inonev ; lie there¬ 
fore cultivated the friendflup’ of Alliinus, and 
of the high priell [jeiu;’] by making tlicm 
prelents; he had alio fervants who wei c very 
wicked, who joined themfelves to the holdclt 
fort of the people, and went to the threndng- 
fioors, and took away the tithes that belonged 
to the prieils l)y violence, and did not refrain 
from beating fuch as would not give thefe tithes 
to them. So the other high pricfls added in 
the like manner, as did thofe his fervants, with¬ 
out 

J This Ananias was not the fon of Nebedens, as I take 
it, but he W'ho W'as called Annas ox Ananus the elder, tlic 
gth in the catalogue, and who had been cllcemcd high 
^prieft for a long time v and, bcfidcs Caiapbas his fon-in- 
'Lw, bad five of his own fons high prieils after him, which 
were tliofe of numbers 1 1, 14, 15, 17, 24, in the forego¬ 
ing catalogue. Nor ouglil we to pafs llightly over -what Jo- 
fephus here fays of Annas or Ananias, that he was high priell 
a long time before his children were fo ; lie was the fon of 
Sctli, -and is fetdown firft for high priefl in the foregoing ca¬ 
talogue, under nuinher 9. He was made by Cfuii inus, and 
continued till Ifmael,the loth in number,for abonta .;ye.ir.,-, 
whicli long duration of bis high priellhood, joifleci to the 
, fueceffions of his Ibn-in-law, and five cl'.ildrcn oi his own, 
made him a fort of perpetual high priell, -and was pcrliaps 
the occafion that former high pridls kept their tides eved' 
afterwards ; for I believe it is liardly ir.etwita before liim. 
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able t) prohi)lt tbcm ; fo !j fre/in rhc other; on v.'Iueli ^acconnt a fi’thrh)ii 


ovt anr one’s being able O prohi)lt tbcm ; lo j 
tliat ionic of [the pricib] that af old -ercrc | 
wont to be Aipported vvltlithofc tiches, died 1 >r 
A.Mi'l (ificHuk 

I’ii-a now tlveSacniiwcntintotliceity 
I'.v iiie,!.'-, iidl before tin' fel'Vival, which wa'; 

at b.nui, and took tie I'crihcbelonging to 
tlic inn.'crnorVjf tlic temde, while name was 
/;,'7wlio was the f mbf Anattls | .Vnanias] 
f'.e f.ish I'.ricll, and bosiid bin.,, and carried 
iiun a any with them; :f:cr wli^dr they li'iU 
;n Ai’aniw., and fiid, lha: they vr^juld lend 'he 
i, vi! e to him, if he woidi pcrluaSe Alhinus to 
r: ie.oe tt'"- oi thole jiriuncrs vliich he had 
..niei'.t of ti’.eii- put)' ; I) Anam:| was plunly 
foiced to perf'.ade Alhicnr., and ^lincd his ' c- 
.. jurll of li'mi. Tills vms he begiujing ofgrc.it- 
<■; e.tl imi: wo ; Ifr the rt ihcrs ptpetually con- 
t 0-1 1) Oitcli I'.ane I'd'dnaniaskslervants, and 
wliwi they had tak -n t'nm alivi they would 
imt Kn them go, till th.-y thc'py recovered 
(, i;u' of their own Sican. Anl as they were 
again hceome no finall nnmljr, tljcy grc'.y 
iiohl, and were a great .fllidTnp to the whole 

otniutry. | 

4 - Aitotn- this time it was|iat king Agrip- 
pa Iniilt (kefarea J’hilippi nrg'fi titan it was ite- 
lore, and, in hon'Hir ot d\ero'.named'it Ncko- 
■'lias. And wlicn lie had hull'ft theatre at Bc- 
evtns, v/ith vald expenees, lie Iditowcl on tlicm 
ihews, to he exhibited cvery\^ear, ind I'pcnt 
therein many ten ihouland [klrachn:vj ; he 
a'fo gave the'pcople a largcfssf corn, and dif- 
tributed oil among them, any'adornei the en¬ 
tire eity with Hatties ol his o'|n donaton, and 
evlth original images made ancient hands ; 
nay, he ahnoll transferred .11 that wis mold 
ornamental in his own kingdom thither d his 
made him more than ordin.fily hatec.by his 
fubiedts ; becaufe lie took tiofc thing' away 
that belonged to them to adtm a foreig;;city. 
y\nd now {efus, the fon of Gamaliel, Ltamc 
the fucceiriar of Jefis, thq^foi of Dainne|, in 
the high prietlhood, which the king hadiken 

* This infulcai pctitsai of fome of the J.cvitcs, t^ear 
the facerdoral g.umcrits, wli.n the' fuag hymns t<|5ori 
T .11 the temple, w-i8 icry pfobably o.ving to the grc'.de- 
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; mnhiru'.ie of wic! ed wretehes, and tliis hecanie 
they werct-l liic royal i.imi!)' ; ami fo they ob¬ 
tained fivonr ;r.!V;!ig tlicui, hecanie of their 
kindred to Agrinpa : Init Hill they tiled vi('~ 
I' Icnce with pt't'ple, and were very ready to 
plunder tliofo that were weaker tlian tlienilcives, 
j, -And li’oin tliat time it jtrincipally came to pafs, 
j. that (vu city was greatly dllordered, and tliat 
ji all things grew worie and worle among us. 
i 5. liUT witen Aihidus lieard that (AHiur. 

^ Florus was coming toJuccecd him, he w.i:; dc- 
^ iirous to appear to do Ibraevvhat that might he 
I grateful to the people of jenilalem ; lo lie 
j brought out all thole prifonets wlio i'eemed to 
: iiim to 1)0 the moH jilainly wortiiy of death, 
! and ordered tlicm to he put to death according- 
; ly. But as to thofe who had been put into 
' [iiifon on foinc trifling occalions, he ro:)k rno- 
' ney of them, and diimiflcd them ; by Avhich 
! means llic prilons were indeed emptied, l)iit the 
; country was liiled with robber;. 

(). Now as many of tlic Levites,*' ^^ hich is 
; a tribe ol ours, as v/cre fingers of hymns, per- 
fiiadcd the king to afTcinhlc a fanhcdiim, and 
to give them leave to wear linen garments, ns 
well as the priells; for tlicy faivi, that this 
would he a work worthy the times of his 
government, tliat he might have a memorial of 
luch a novelty, as being Ids doing. Nor did 
they fail of oittaining their delirc ; for tlic king, 
with the fuffrages of thofe that came into the 
fanliedriin, granted the lingers of hymns this 
pri\ilege, that they might lay alide their for¬ 
mer gannenty, and ■wear fuch a linen one as 

they 

prelTion ami contempt tlic liaughty litgh priefts Ji.ul notv 
brought tlicir brethren the pricllii into ; ol which fee chap, 
viii. § 8. and chan. ix. C 2. 

‘ • 8 
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they defired ; and as a part of this tribe minif- 
tred in the temple, he alfo permitted them to 
learn thafe hymns as they had befought him 
for. Now all thi.s was contrary to the laws of 
our country, which, whenever they have been ! 
tran^reffed, wc have never been able to avoid ^ 
the puni^ment of fuch tranfgreffions. 1 

7. And now it was that the temple * was 1 
finiflied. So when the people faw that the ' 
workmen were unemployed, who were about ‘ 
eighteen thoufand, and that they, receiving no ■ 
wages, were in want, becaufe they had earn- i 
<d their bread by their labours about tlic tern- | 
pie ; and while they were unwilling to keep 
by them the treafures that were there repoGted, 
out of fear of [their being carried away by] the 
Rotnans ; and while they had a regard to the 
making proviGon for the workmen, they had 
a mind to expend thofc treafures upon them ; 
for if any one of them did but labour for a 
lingle hour, he received his pay immediately ; fo 
they perluaded him to rebuild the eaftem cloif- 
ters. Tliefe cloifters belonged to the outer-court, 
and were Gtuated in a deep valley, and had walls 
that reached four hundred cubits [in length] 
and were built of fquarc and very white ftones, 
the length of each of which ftones was twenty 
cubits, and their height fix cubits. This was 
the work of king Solomon f, who firft of all 
built the entire temple. But king Agrippa, who 
had the care of the temple committed to him 
by Claudius Csefar, conGdering that it is eafy 
to demoliih any building, but hard to build it 
up again, and that it was particularly hard to 
do it to thefe cloifters, which would require a 
i onftderable time, and great fums of moneys j 
he denied the petitioners their requeft about that 
matter; but he did not obftrudl them when 
they deftred the city might be paved with 
white ftone. He alfo deprived Jefus, the fon 
of Gamaliel, of the high prlefthood, and gave 
it to Matthias, the fon of 'I’heophllus, under 
whom the Jews war with the Romans took its 
beginning. 

• Of this finifhing, not of the Naas, or hoiy houji, but of 
the hieron, or courts about it, called in geueral the 
fee the note on B. XVII. chap. x. § 2. 
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uin E:ivnerallM of the High Tritfs. 

i ■ 

§ I. A N t) now I think it proper, and a- 
gijceablc to tliis liiflory, to give an 
account of o’4r higli jpriefts ; how they begair, 
and who tli(«e are ■v^hich arc capable of that 
dignity, and |ovv inapy of them there had been 
at the end of the vvarj In the Grft place, there¬ 
fore, hiftory Informs! us, that Aaron, the bro- 
tlier of Molis, oflicBted to God as an high, 
prieft, and tllat, after his death, his fons luc- 
ceeded him iihmediat^ly ; and that this dignity 
hath been c4itinued' down from them to all 
! their pofterity. Whence it is the cuftom of 
our country, Wiat no one Ibould take the high 
pricflhood of God, but he who is of the blood 
of Aaron, \v}|i!e eveiy one that is of another 
ftock, though'he were a king, can never obtain 
that high prieRhood. Accordingly the number 
of all the high pricfts from Aaron, of whom 
we have fpokdn already as of the Grft of them, 
until Phanas, who was made high prieft during 
the war, by tlic fediiious, was eighty-three: 
of whom .thirteen ofheiated as high priefts in 
the wildemefs, from the days of Mofes, while 
the. taberiacle was ftanding, until the people 
came into Judea, when king Solomon erefled 
a temple to God : for at the Grft they held the 
high primhood} till the end of their life, al¬ 
though efterwaid they had fucceflTors while 
they wae alive.i Now thefe thirteen, who 
were the defeenoants of two of the fons of 
Aaron, received this dignity by fucceftion one 
. after another; fir their form of government 
j was anpriftocracy, and after that a monarchy, 
and in ihe third jilace tlic.government was rt- 
I gal. Kow the number of years during the rule 
I of theje thirteen, jfrom the day when our fa^ 
; thers departed out of Egypt, under Mofes their 
! leaded until the building of that temple which 
kingJSoloraon eroded at Jerulalem, were fix 
I hundred 

f pf thefe cloiftersj of Solomon, fee the defeription of 
the rtmple, chap. xiij. 'flicy feem, by Jofephus’s words, 
. to htpe been buih frdri the bottom of the valley. 
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hundred ;ind twelve. After tliofc thirteen 
priclls, eighteen took the higli prieflhood at 
jerulaleni, one in iiiecenion to another, from 
the days of-^lngSolomon, until Ncbuchadnez- 
v.ar, king of Babylon, made an expedition a- 
gainft that city, and bun.'t the leinple, and re¬ 
moved our nation into Babylon, and then took 
Jofadek, the hi^h prieft, captive: the times of 
thefc high prielb were four hundred fixty-fix 
years, fix months, and ten days, while the 
Jews were ftill under tl;e regal government. 
But after the term of the jeventy years captivity 
under the Babylonians, Cyrus, king of Berlia, 
font the Jews from Babylon to their own land 
again, and gave them leave to rebuild their 
temple ; at which time jefus, the fon of Jofa¬ 
dek, took the high priefthaod over the captives, 
when they were returned home. Now he and 
his pollcrity, who w'crc in all fifteen, until 
king Antiochm Eupator, were under a demo- 
cratical government for four hundred and four¬ 
teen years ; and then the foreiucntioncd An- 
fiochus, and Lyfias, the genera’ of his army, 
deprived Onias, who was alfo named Mcnt- 
laus, of the high priefthood, aid flew him at 
Berea, and driving away the fen [oi Onias the 
third] put Jacimus into the pLce of the high 
prieft, one that was indeed of the fiock of 
Aaron, but not of that famil) of Onias, On 
which account Onias, who v^s the nephew 
of Onias that was dead, andhorc the fame 
name with his father, came ilto Egypt, and 
got into the fricndfhip of Ptolttiy Phi'emetor, 
and ®f Cleopatra his wife, aneperfuaded them 
to make him the high prieftof that temple 
which he built to God in tB prefedure of 
Heliopolis, and this in imitati® of that at Jc- 
rufalem ; but as for that, ter^le which , was 
built in Egypt, we have fpokefof it frecjuently, 
already. Now when Jacimuaad retained the 
priefthood three years, he die, .and there was 
no one that fucceeded him, fit the city con¬ 
tinued feven years withoortfhfWgh prieft ; but 
then the pofterity of the fori of Afamoueus, 
Vv'ho had the government ofhe nation con- 
ferrecl upon them, when thc;;|iad beaten the 
Alaccdonians in war, appoini Jonathan to 
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hc their high prieft, wh.o ruled over them 
feveu years. And when he had been flaia by 
the treacherous contrivance of Tlypho, as we 
have related fomewhere, Simon his hrotlu^r 
j.took the high priefthood; and when h^was 
I dertroyed at a fcaft by the,treachery of his for; ■ 
in-law, his own fon, w'hoie name was IJyrc-i^ 

\ nusy fucceeded him, after he had held the 
; higli priefthood one year longer than his hr(;- 
^ then This Hyreanua enjoyed that clignitv 
; thii'ty years,and dicdanold man,leaving thcTuc- 
I cefilon to Judas, who was alio called Ar'ijhhvli;. , 

' vvhofe brother Alexander was his heir ; whiclj 
I Judas died of a fore diftemper, after he had 
j kept the priefthood, together with the royal 
authority : for this Judas was the full that put 
on his head a diadem, for one year. And 
when Alexander had been both king and higl; 

I prieft twenty-feven years, he departed this lUe, 

' and permitted his v.’lfc Alexandra to appoint 
him that Ihould he high prieft ; fo flic gave the 
high priefthood to Ilyrcaiius, hut retained the 
kingdum herfclf nine years, and then tlepartcci 
this life. The like duration [and no longer] 
did her fon Hyreanus enjoy tire high prieft¬ 
hood ; for after her death his brother Arlllohu- 
lus fought againft him, and heat him, and de¬ 
prived him ofhls princijxility ; and he did him- 
felf both reign, and perlonu the office of high 
prieft to God. But when he h;u! reigned three 
years, and as many months, Pompey came 
; upon him, and not only took the city of 
Jerui’alem by force, hut put him and his 
children in bonds, and fent them to Rome. 

' fie ulfo reftored the high prielthood to Hvr- 
’ canuK, and made hlm^ governor of, the na- 
, tion, but forbade him to wear a diadem, 

; This Hyreanus ruled, hefideS' Ins firft nine 
I years, twenty-four years more, when Barza- 
; pharnes and Ricorus, the generals of the Par- 
, thians, puffed over Euphrates, and fought with 
: Hyreanus, and took him alive, and made An- 
I tigonus, the fon of Ariftobulus, king and when 
he bad reigned three years and three mont!)s, 
Solius and Ikrod beileged him, and took him, 
when Antony had him brought to Antioch, and 

fiaiu 
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there. Hcrotl was then maJc kins; h^’ 
tMc Vi -OUjanf;, but dul ik) Inni.^cr appoint high 
priefts out. oI the family 0} Afaruonciis; Init 
made certain tnen to hi.' fo that were of no 
cmirK'iit lair.ilies, but haicb’ oi thole tliat were 
pricks, excepting that he once gave that dig¬ 
nity to Arillohulnn ; fin- wlicn lie had made 
this Ariftobulus, the grandion (if that Ilyrca- 
r,us vvlio was tal.'cu !)v ;;u', kartliian?, and had 
taken hifi filler hhuiaiune !o'.\ile, lie therchy 
ai'Ti'.'d to the good-wil! oi tlie people, who 
had a Ltiid remendiraricc oi liyrcanus [his 
gr.andfiti’.cr.] V'et did he .dtefViMrd, out of his 
tear left they fliould ail hend their iueliaations 
to Aridohuhis, jint him to ue.uli, aiul that hy 
eonlrivlnjt how to lia\'c h.im luhbeatcd, as he 
was lu’Inmting at Jericho, a.s we ha.ve ahcajy 
related liiat matter : hut ai'n.r tlfis man he nc- 
xcr Intrulkd tlie liitdi jirie'lhood to the jiofle- 
Titv nt the Ions oj dviaiuonena.. Aicl;e!aus al¬ 
io, Idcrod’s Ion, diil lilte hit father in the ap- 
])oIr.riiKnr c'f the higti [nderis, as did the Ro¬ 
mans alio, w ho took the government over the 
fc-'V'. ini 1 ilieir !i mds ad'tcrward. Accordingly 
tho nam'i.c oi the iiigh [iriclis^ irom the davs 
of lierof until tlie thiy when T'itus took the 
le-‘ , .nil! tIw (itv, and huimt them, were in 

:.i, i o cm-eij;ht ; the iiiUe alio that hclongctl 
to* the n \v,!s an hun iret! and feven veirs. 
Some oi' ’!i ’h' ''.'se ’.he p. ■I’t'c )! governors of 
the lami ic uo.'ii’i^ ilo; r ' ’n o; llc'od, and un¬ 
der the reig 1 oi ,'\r Inlaus, liis ion; alihongh 
after th Ir death the government hecatnc an 
.'’iddocraev, and i!;e iilg.h piieds were intnined 
with ,i ;ioiui;iii'n rvev the iiatiom And thus 
nuudt in.iv luthni. to be laid concerning our 
iiigh pricRs. 


C IT A V. XL 

('■,"ccr!;}ny F'i.ri/s ibf Fruaiyat'/i\ who nerrfji- 
ti't' yeem la hike iip Anns agahijl the 
Romm^ ‘Ana (j.ndujhjit. 

§ i.'^TOW GofTius T'iorus, who was fent as 
i_ y] fueceilitr tvi Adbinns hy Nero, filled 
fude.i with abimdanee of tniieries. He was 
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i by birth of the city Clazomcna:, and biough.t 
j along wiili Idm his wife Gkojiatra (by whofe 
i frieiidihip with I’oppea, Nero’s wife, lie oli- 
, tained this government) wdio was no umv (''n- 
ierent I’rom him in wickednefs. d'hi , ; [1 rns 
was fo wii ketl^ and ib violent in the uie of 
his autliorilT, t'hat t!ie jews took /Xilnmn; tia 
' h.ive hmii [comparativeh'] tlcjir hLmi.mur; 

i'o exceflive w'erc the milchieJs that he ! m nehr 
I iijion them. I’or vMhinu.s i-oneLrJ.ed hi . wii 
i ediicds, and was c.nci'nl ilia' it nd;Jn nca is, 

I diicovered to all men ; hut (Idi.iis i' 10-. .n 
I though he had I)e..n 1 cnt on purpole to ii.c".- 
1 his crimc.s to every hody, made a pi'inpiam. of- 
{ tent.ation of them fo our nation, as n. mr o- 
a mitting any lint rd' violence, nor any unii.ii 
! foit of painillnnent ; for he rvm nr.! to be nno‘- 
j C (1 by pity, and never was fijtisfni! 'oirh aim' 

; clegTce of gain that came'in his weay ; lusr ica! 
i he .my more regard to gi'cat, than t(i fmall ac- 
cpfiiuions, but became a paitncr witli llic ta !i- 
: hers themfelve.s. I'or a great manv i'dl then 
: into that iiratliec w'ithout fear, as haviigg him 
I for their'lemrity, and depending on him, that 
be would lave them harmlds in tliclr parti- 
! cnl.ir ro’ilv-rh'.s: ii) that there were no hmmds 
i- III to the I ation’s inlferics ; but the unh.g.pj'y 
: jews, when they were not able to bear the* 

; devaihaions which the robbers made among 
.. tlu'in, ^^'cre all under a ncccffity of leaving 
their own Inhi .aions, and of flying away, as 
: hoping to duadl more eafily any wliere elfc in 
.the vv(,r!d anim'g foreigners [tlian in tficir own 
countr\'. ) And what need I lay any more 
upon tiiis In ad ? lince it was this Idorus who 
' nerehitafed us to take up arms againlt the Ro¬ 
man-, while we thought it better to he de- 
’ ftro) ed at once, tlian by little and little. Now 
this war heg.m in the fecond vear of the go¬ 
vernment of Idnrus, and the tw'elfth year of 
the reign of Neic. But then wdiat adticftis tfe 
; w'cre forced to do, or wdiat miferics w’c were 
I enabled to (['ffer, ,^Py be accurately known by 
! fuch as will penfe thofe books which I have 
written aboil! the Jewifh war. 

2. 1 SHALL now, therefore, make an end 

here/ 




